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N  perusing  the  records  of  persons  and  families  described  in  the  bio¬ 
graphical  and  genealogical  section  of  these  volumes,  the  reader  should 
bear  in  mind  that  the  authors  and  their  staff,  without  stint  of  time 
or  means,  have  endeavored  to  make  this  part  of  the  work  equally  as 
valuable  as  the  general  history  contained  in  the  preceding  pages. 
Throughout  Staten  Island,  its  environs,  and  in  places  distant 
'  0 therefrom,  many  interviews  and  much  correspondence  were  necessary  for  the 
accumulation  of  personal  and  ancestral  data.  In  numerous  instances,  where 
p  obtainable,  exhaustive  research  was  made  to  supplement  the  information  thus 
gathered.  This  material,  in  turn,  was  prepared  in  separate  narrative  form,  duly 
submitted  to  those  interested  and  eventually  sent  to  press.  Nevertheless,  de¬ 
spite  such  efforts,  let  it  be  known  that  under  no  circumstances  is  it  claimed 
that  this  is  the  last  word  in  personal  and  family  records,  but  it  essentially  is  a 
resume  of  facts  and  individual  accomplishments.  Although  important  in  refer¬ 
ence  value,  these  writings  might,  by  persons  so  interested,  be  augmented  later 
with  additions  and  emendations  pertinent  to  family  history. 

To  have  inscribed  in  these  pages  records  of  persons  who  have  passed  on 
\^and  of  those  now  living  is  truly  befitting  a  comprehensive  history  of  this  char¬ 
acter,  and  a  fuller  estimate  of  the  benefit  of  this  work  will  be  possible  only  in 
£the  years  to  come. 

Since  time  immemorial  historians  and  the  literati  in  general  have  sensed 
the  relation  of  biography  to  history.  Quoting  in  part  from  John  Ruskin,  he 
stated,  “The  Nation  is  the  sum  of  its  localities.  Whatever  fosters  local  prestige 
should  be  encouraged  and  it  would  be  a  sad  day  for  the  Nation  if  local  pride 
should  cease  or  be  diminished.  Patriotism  begins  at  home.”  Thomas  Carlyle, 
in  one  of  his  essays  said,  “History  is  the  essence  of  innumerable  biographies.” 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  who  visited  his  brother  on  Staten  Island,  conveyed 
the  same  thought  in  one  of  his  epigrams. 

The  Portrait — To  have  embellished  many  of  the  biographical  and  genea¬ 
logical  narrations  with  illustration  has  been  deemed  appropriate.  Carlyle 
declared  that  he  had  often  found  the  portrait  of  a  person  superior  in  real 
instruction  to  the  biography  and  that  in  writing  history  it  was  his  first  concern 
to  find  a  portrait  of  his  subject — “a  good  portrait,  if  such  exists ;  failing  that, 
even  an  indifferent,  if  sincere  one.”  “I  have  found,”  he  said,  “that  the  portrait 
was  as  a  small  lighted  candle  by  which  the  biographies  could  for  the  first  time 
be  read  and  some  human  interpretation  be  made  of  them.” 

In  carrying  out  this  section  of  personal  history  in  “Staten  Island  and  Its 
People,”  the  authors  feel  that  the  preceding  historical  chapters  are  not  only 
elaborated  upon,  but  a  foundation  is  laid  on  which  present  and  future  genera¬ 
tions  might  base  their  ancestry.  Furthermore,  the  achievements  of  men  and 
women  of  today,  like  those  of  the  past,  constitute  many  records  in  the  progress 
of  spiritual,  intellectual,  social,  industrial,  and  commercial  welfare. 
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STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS— The  frontispiece  of 
this  volume  represents  a  man  who  not  only  was  an 
eminent  citizen  of  our  own  Staten  Island  but  in  his 
time,  was  an  illustrious  American.  He  served  his 
native  State  as  Governor  and  was  further  honored  by 
the  entire  Nation  when  he  was  elevated  to  the  Vice- 
Presidency,  and  thus  ably  acquitted  himself  in  these 
two  high  offices.  During  his  residence  on  Staten 
Island  he  founded  the  village  of  Tompkinsville, 
organized  the  first  steam  ferry  to  New  York,  caused 
the  building  of  the  Richmond  Turnpike  and  aided 
materially  in  the  erection  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church.  Above  all  he,  as  Governor,  caused  the  fort 
at  the  Narrows,  to  be  built,  and  thereby  saved  New 
York  from  the  fate  that  befell  the  city  of  Washington 
in  the  War  of  1812. 

Daniel  Tompkins,  as  he  was  at  first  named,  was 
born  on  a  farm  at  Fox  Meadow,  now  Scarsdale, 
New  York,  on  June  21,  1774.  His  father,  Jonathan 
Griffin  Tompkins,  was  one  of  the  patriotic  citizens 
of  Westchester  County,  New  York,  throughout  the 
Revolution,  and  a  man  of  substance  and  renown. 
The  Tompkins  family  incidentally  was  of  old  pioneer 
stock  and  had  identified  itself  with  various  important 
affairs  which  are  now  historic  in  aspect.  Jonathan 
Griffin  Tompkins  was  a  deputy  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  in  1776,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
in  1777,  and  served  in  the  Assembly  from  1779  to 
1782.  After  the  Revolution  he  was  superintendent 
of  a  town  meeting  held  on  December  22,  1783,  and 
supervisor  of  his  township  for  many  years  there¬ 
after.  In  1788  he  returned  to  the  Assembly  and  again 
in  1791  and  1792,  in  the  meantime  also  being  regent 
of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1787, 
which  office  he  held  until  old  age  prompted  his 
resignation  in  1808.  In  1793  he  was  appointed  County 
Judge,  and  in  1801,  delegate  to  the  Convention  of 
1801.  His  son,  Caleb,  succeeded  him  in  some  of  these 
offices  in  Westchester  County;  his  son,  Daniel,  who 
came  to  Staten  Island,  was  destined  to  attain  even 
higher  honors.  The  mother  of  these  boys  was  Sarah 
Hyatt,  of  an  old  American  family,  whose  surname 
is  perpetuated  in  our  Hyatt  Streep  at  St.  George. 

The  education  of  Daniel  Tompkins  was  as  thor¬ 
ough  as  the  facilities  of  the  period  permitted.  Be¬ 
sides  the  practical  training  obtained  on  his  father’s 
farm,  he  attended  the  grammar  school  of  Malcolm 
Campbell  in  New  York  and  prepared  for  college 
at  the  academy  at  North  Salem.  He  later  entered  and 
graduated  from  Columbia  College  in  1795,  at  which 
time  he  appears  to  have  assumed  the  middle  initial 
and  to  have  been  thenceforth  known  as  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins.  He  had  already  begun  his  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Peter  Jay  Monroe  and  was  admitted 
to  the  New  York  State  Bar  in  1797.  At  this  period 
one  finds  his  name,  “Student  at  Law,”  in  witness 
to  several  wills.  In  1798  he  married  Hannah  Min- 
thorne,  daughter  of  Mangle  Minthorne,  an  alderman 
and  a  wealthy  resident  of  New  York. 

For  twenty  years  he  had  a  strenuous  political 
career.  He  attacked  the  Council  of  Appointment 
with  vigor;  organized  the  Tontine,  which  eventually 
led  to  an  extension  of  the  franchise  to  all  male 
taxpayers  and  to  his  being  known  as  the  “farmer’s 
boy”  and  later  the  “man  of  the  people.”  As  such  he 


was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1801  and  member  of  the  Assembly  in  1803.  He  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  1804  but  did  not  serve,  being 
appointed  a  Supreme  Court  Judge  in  the  same  year. 
In  1807  he  was  elected  Governor  and  repeatedly 
reelected  until  in  1817  he  became  vice-president  of 
the  United  States.  He  was  Governor  during  the  War 
of  1812  and  by  free  use  of  his  authority  and  of  his 
money  and  credit  developed  the  defences  of  New 
York  Harbor.  The  fort  at  the  Narrows  was  later 
renamed  Fort  Tompkins  in  his  honor. 

Without  further  details  of  his  political  career  we 
pass  to  his  connection  with  Staten  Island  which 
began  with  his  purchase  of  the  Van  Buskirk  Farm 
at  New  Brighton,  and  the  David  Mersereau  and  Eder 
Vreeland  properties  on  Grymes  Hill.  The  greater 
part  of  the  Duxbury  Glebe  was  acquired  in  1815, 
and  the  development  of  the  present  locations  of  Tomp¬ 
kinsville,  St.  George  and  New  Brighton  was  thus 
commenced.  His  own  home,  burned  in  1874,  was 
located  on  Fort  Hill,  southwest  of  Fort  Place.  His 
daughter’s  home,  long  known  as  the  Marble  House, 
was  where  the  splendid  apartment  community,  Castle- 
ton  Park,  is  now  situated.  To  provide  transportation 
to  the  island  he  acquired  an  interest  in  the  steam¬ 
boat  monopoly  of  Livingston  and  Fulton  and  inau¬ 
gurated  a  steamboat  service  to  Whitehall  Street  on 
November  29,  1817.  The  incorporation  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Turnpike  Company  on  March  3,  1816,  and  the 
building  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  1820  on 
land  he  donated,  were  additional  efforts  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  Staten  Island.  He  dreamed  of  even 
more,  for  he  obtained  a  conditional  charter  for  Wash¬ 
ington  College  on  Staten  Island  and  contemplated  the 
consolidation  of  Columbia  College  therewith.  Had 
this  been  effected,  Staten  Island,  no  doubt,  would  at 
the  present  time  have  had  one  of  the  world’s  largest 
universities. 

Unhappily,  misfortunes  came  in  the  later  years  of 
his  short  life.  The  taxation  in  his  time,  the  great 
expense  to  which  he  had  been  put,  and  other  burdens, 
were  overwhelming.  Expenditures  during  the  War 
of  1812  were  debated  and  his  own  fortune  was  not 
sufficient  to  carry  all  his  plans.  In  1821  a  number 
of  judgments  were  filed  against  him;  in  1822  he  made 
an  assignment,  and  in  that  and  the  following  year  he 
lost  much  of  his  property.  His  intellect  naturally 
became  dulled  because  of  this  trouble;  his  last  public 
effort  was  the  delivery  of  an  oration  on  July  4,  1823, 
and  when  Lafayette  visited  him  on  August  15,  1824, 
the  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  Rev.  P. 
J.  Van  Pelt.  He  died  June  11,  1825,  not  quite  fifty- 
one  years  of  age,  thus  closing  a  brilliant  and  honorable 
career. 

The  heirs  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  in  addition  to 
his  wife,  as  stated  by  E.  C.  Delavan  in  his  treatise 
on  the  “Marble  House,”  were:  1.  Griffin,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Cornelia  Maghee  Standerwick.  2.  Arietta,  who 
married  Gilbert  Livingston  Thompson.  3.  Hannah 
E.,  who  married  Dr.  John  Sloate  Westervelt.  4. 
Sarah  Ann,  who  married  Archibald  Gordon.  5.  Min¬ 
thorne.  6.  Daniel  H.  7.  Susannah  M.,  who  married 
Richard  Smith.  8.  Ray,  who  married  Susan  Titus. 
(A  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  is  recorded  as  having  mar¬ 
ried  Florence  McElroy.) 
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From  this  group  have  descended  great-grandchil¬ 
dren  still  living  in  Staten  Island.  Of  these  later 
members  of  the  family,  Minthorne  became  distin¬ 
guished  for  carrying  on  the  civic  enterprises  of  his 
father  and  for  the  part  he  took  in  the  Civil  War  in 
which  Ray  Tompkins  also  was  conspicuous  for  his 
loyalty.  Tompkins  Westervelt,  County  Judge  in  1876, 
was  a  grandson.  The  prominence  of  the  family  is 
reflected  in  the  names  of  several  streets,  as  well  as 
in  the  public  offices  its  members  have  held;  but  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  no  sufficient  memorial  to  the 
founder  of  the  family,  certainly  one  of  the  greatest 
of  Staten  Islanders,  as  yet  is  in  existence. 


HON.  GEORGE  CROMWELL— The  culmina¬ 
tion  of  Staten  Island’s  political  history  came  in  its 
consolidation  with  Greater  New  York  as  the  borough 
of  Richmond.  Its  first  borough  president,  upon  whom 
naturally  devolved  the  organization  of  the  personnel  of 
its  government,  was  George  Cromwell.  Fortunately 
for  the  people  of  Staten  Island  their  choice  for  this 
high  honor  and  great  responsibility  fell  upon  a  man 
of  fine  quality,  a  man  of  good  education,  and  one, 
who,  though  still  young,  had  been  trained  in  the  law 
and  legislation.  Moreover,  his  popularity,  which  had 
enabled  him,  though  a  Republican,  to  carry  the  elec¬ 
tion  in  a  Democratic  county,  and  an  indescribable 
charm  of  manner,  were  of  material  help  to  him,  as 
our  representative  in  the  city  government.  When 
one  reviews  his  long  and  useful  career  in  the  field 
of  political  life  it  may  be  said  that  he  truly  is  the 
dean  of  such  officialdom  and  the  father  of  our  bor¬ 
ough. 

Mr.  Cromwell  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Brooklyn  on  July  3, 
i860.  His  parents,  Henry  B.  and  Sarah  (Seaman) 
Cromwell,  were  both  descended  from  Quaker  ances¬ 
try,  their  families  having  come  from  England  in 
Colonial  times  and  settled  on  Long  Island.  Since  their 
arrival  here  various  generations  of  the  Cromwells 
have  distinguished  themselves  as  citizens  of  a  pro¬ 
nounced  type.  Mr.  Cromwell’s  mother  was  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  Elias  Hicks,  founder  of  the  Hicksite  Quakers, 
who  in  his  peaceful  discourses  made  such  a  strong 
fight  against  slavery  and  other  abuses.  An  excerpt 
from  a  Brooklyn  paper  of  May  16,  1909  date,  reads 
in  part:  “Henry  B.  Cromwell,  a  descendant  of  the 
Great  Oliver,  was  a  worthy  member  of  a  notable 
family.”  It  further  goes  on  to  say  that  a  grandson 
of  Sir  Oliver  Cromwell  was  the  founder  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  in  this  country  and  that  his  descendants  were 
men  who  bore  out  his  true  characteristics  as  exem¬ 
plified  in  their  conduct  and  in  the  motto,  virite  sans 
peur  (truth  without  fear).  Henry  B.  Cromwell  sup¬ 
ported  the  government  during  the  dark  hours  of  the 
Civil  War.  He  was  numbered  among  the  fifteen  men 
at  that  time,  including  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  and  A.  T. 
Stewart,  who  gave  freely  to  aid  Lincoln  in  that  great 
cause.  He  was  known  for  his  integrity  and  other 
splendid  traits,  and  above  all  a  true  citizen. 

It  can  readily  be  seen  that  Henry  B.  Cromwell  was 
a  man  of  influence.  He  was  a  successful  dry  goods 
merchant  in  New  York  before  the  Civil  War,  and 
founder  of  the  Cromwell  Steamship  Lines  which 
operated  in  many  waters  of  the  New  World,  espe¬ 
cially  to  southern  ports,  the  Wlest  Indies,  and  South 
America.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  construction  and 
use  of  screw-driven  ships  and  possessed  some  of  the 
fastest  ocean  going  vessels  of  the  time.  Shortly 
after  the  birth  of  his  son  George,  he  came  to  Staten 
Island,  here  spending  his  summers  in  the  beautiful 
home  he  built  on  Dongan  Hills,  which  he  presented 
to  his  wife  in  honor  of  the  occasion  of  his  son’s  birth. 


In  addition  to  carrying  on  his  important  business 
interests  in  New  York,  he  developed  the  large  tract 
of  land  surrounding  his  home  and  became  somewhat 
of  an  agriculturist  and  breeder  of  thorough-bred 
horses  and  cattle.  His  estate  became  known  as  “Far 
View  Farm,”  and  from  the  table-land  upon  which  it 
still  stands  one  can  look  far  over  the  wide  expanse  of 
beautiful  Staten  Island  and  the  surrounding  country, 
all  of  which  is  fringed  with  bays  leading  out  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  In  this  delightful  Cromwell  home¬ 
stead,  with  its  numerous  rooms  exquisitely  furnished, 
hospitality  and  welcome  was  never  wanting.  There 
was  one  other  child  born  to  this  union,  Henry  B., 
Jr.,  who  was  bom  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1863,  and  died  May  1,  1896  in  the  Adirondack 
Mountains.  Henry  B.  Cromwell  died  in  Brooklyn, 
on  April  2,  1864.  His  widow  was  married  a  second 
time,  in  1873,  her  husband,  the  Hon.  Charles  L.  Bene¬ 
dict,  Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court  in 
the  eastern  district  of  New  York.  Judge  Benedict 
was  a  personal  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mrs. 
Benedict  died  in  Dongan  Hills,  December  30,  1912. 

The  career  of  the  scion  of  such  parentage  was  what 
might  be  expected,  one  of  unbroken  success.  From 
the  Juvenile  High  School  of  Brooklyn,  young  George 
Cromwell  went  to  the  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Institute, 
where  his  scholarship  made  him  the  salutatorian  of 
the  class  of  1878.  After  a  year’s  post-graduate  study 
at  this  institution,  he  went  to  Yale,  where  he  received 
his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  with  honors,  in  1883. 
As  a  junior  he  had  been  one  of  the  fifteen  whose 
standing  won  the  enviable  election  to  the  Senior  So¬ 
ciety  of  Scroll  and  Key,  and  in  addition  to  this  he 
was  elected  to  membership  in  the  Eta  Phi  and  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  societies.  A  year  of  travel  in  Europe, 
Egypt,  and  the  Holy  Land  followed;  and  subse¬ 
quently  he  entered  the  Columbia  School  of  Law, 
where  he  acquired  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in 
1886,  being  admitted  to  the  New  York  Bar  the  same 
year. 

Thus  equipped  he  entered  almost  simultaneously 
the  occupations  of  his  long  and  active  life,  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law,  politics,  and  scientific  farming.  Law  came 
first,  for  in  1886  he  began  in  the  New  York  offices 
of  Elihu  Root,  our  illustrious  citizen;  but  politics 
soon  intervened.  In  1887  the  young  lawyer,  then 
twenty-seven  years  old,  was  the  Republican  nominee 
for  the  Assembly  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of 
1,229  votes  while  the  remainder  of  the  ticket  was 
defeated  by  majorities  of  1,300  to  1,400.  This  is 
another  evidence  of  the  esteem  and  recognition  his 
fellow-citizens  showed  him,  he  having  received  the 
largest  majority  of  votes  ever  given  a  Republican  in 
Richmond  County.  His  career  in  the  Assembly  was 
remarkable  for  the  number  of  meritorious  bills  he 
introduced  and  had  passed.  Among  them  were:  the 
noted  Arbor  Day  Bill;  and  a  bill  for  the  removal 
of  quarantine  burials  at  Sequine’s  Point,  Staten  Island, 
where  the  United  States  Government  had  buried  a 
number  of  victims  of  Asiatic  cholera;  this  latter  bill 
carried  with  it  a  provision  for  the  erection  of  a 
cemetery  on  Swinbourne  Island.  Other  measures 
were  the  fish  and  oyster  protection  bill;  a  bill  for 
regulating  excursion  travel;  and  amendments  to  our 
village  charters.  His  career  was  remarkable  also  for 
the  number  of  important  committees  on  which  he  was 
appointed,  including  cities  and  canals,  and  for  the 
passage  by  subsequent  Legislatures  of  measures  he 
had  advocated.  He  also  succeeded  in  passing  through 
the  Legislature  important  bills  relating  to  pier  and 
bulkhead  lines  on  Staten  Island  and  many  other 
measures  relating  to  this  community  for  which  he 
ardently  labored. 
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In  recognition  of  such  splendid  work  the  Repub¬ 
lican  nomination  for  Congress  was  tendered  him 
unanimously  in  1888;  but  the  district  then  included 
also  Queens  and  Suffolk  counties  which  were  so 
strongly  Democratic,  that,  although  he  ran  3,000 
votes  ahead  of  his  ticket,  he  was  unsuccessful  in 
that  election.  Had  those  in  the  north  end  of  the 
Congressional  district  known  him  like  his  friends  here, 
no  doubt  he  would  have  been  elected  by  a  large  vote. 

Dropping  public  service  for  a  time  he  became 
associated  with  the  New  York  law  firm  of  Butler, 
Stillman  &  Hubbard  in  1889,  and  was  with  them  for 
many  years,  principally  occupied  with  admiralty  cases. 
This  connection  continued  until  1897  when  he  began 
to  practice  alone  at  No.  52  Broadway,  where  his 
offices  are  still  located.  During  these  years  and  up 
to  the  time  of  his  brother’s  death  in  1896,  he  was 
with  the  latter  greatly  interested  in  the  development 
of  their  lands  and  the  breeding  of  cattle  on  their 
farm  known  as  “Glendower  Stock  Farm.” 

Mr.  Cromwell’s  interest  in  civic  matters  never 
abated.  He  had  been  appointed  by  Governor  Black 
a  member  of  the  Richmond  County  Park  Commission 
of  which  he  was  chosen  president.  Then  came  the 
consolidation  of  Staten  Island  with  Greater  New 
York,  and  his  election,  after  a  close  and  heated 
contest,  to  the  office  of  borough  president,  an  office 
he  held  from  1898  to  1913,  five  terms  in  all.  His 
administration  of  this  office  earned  universal  esteem; 
he  was  repeatedly  elected  by  Democratic  as  well  as 
Republican  votes.  His  legal  and  legislative  experi¬ 
ence  did  much  to  establish  sound  working  policies 
and  principles  of  government  throughout  Greater 
New  York.  The  public  improvements  he  effected  in 
these  years  are  recounted  in  a  preceding  chapter  of 
the  historical  section  of  this  work  where  also  the 
names  of  the  efficient  engineers  he  selected  are  given; 
therefore  it  is  needless  to  repeat  them  here.  One, 
however,  of  special  moment  and  lasting  character  is 
the  arrangement  of  the  public  building  and  retaining 
wall  at  St.  George  along  Richmond  Terrace  and 
Bay  Street.  In  the  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  in  1914,  one  reads:  “The  St.  George 
Ferry  Terminal  and  its  imposing  approaches,  the 
new  Civic  Center — comprising  the  Borough  Hall  and 
the  Court  House  now  (building),  the  Carnegie 
Library,  and  other  public  buildings — are  achieve¬ 
ments  which  challenge  admiration.  First  impressions 
are  important  in  forming  the  opinion  of  a  stranger 
visiting  a  community  for  the  first  time,  and  the  great 
St.  George  improvements  have  the  effect  of  producing 
a  ‘Favorable  first  impression.’  As  the  arrangement 
stands  at  present,  part  of  the  original  ‘lay-out’  has 
been  abandoned  but  enough  remains  to  still  challenge 
admiration.’  ”  Suffice  it  to  say  for  the  rest  that 
Staten  Island  owes  much  of  its  progress  to  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  George  Cromwell. 

In  1889  he  was  chosen  as  member  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  State  Committee  for  his  district  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  has  been  a  national  committeeman.  In 
1900  Governor  Theodore  Roosevelt  appointed  him  a 
member  of  the  Charter  Revision  Committee  and,  later, 
Governor  Hughes  made  him  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Charter  Commission.  In  1914  Mayor  Gaynor, 
a  Democrat,  appointed  Mr.  Cromwell  a  member  of 
New  York  City  Committee  on  Taxation. 

Meanwhile  he  found  time  to  develop  his  real  estate 
interests  at  Dongan  Hills,  some  of  which  he  in¬ 
herited  from  his  father.  Much  of  the  large  Crom¬ 
well  acreage  was  subdivided  and  many  beautiful 
homes  were  built  in  the  vicinity.  He  and  his  brother 
were  also  widely  known  for  their  choice  Jersey  cattle 
and  fine  Hackney  horses  and  in  this  connection  he 


became  a  life  member  of  the  American  Hackney 
Horse  Association,  and  the  American  Jersey  Cattle 
Club.  His  scientific  tendencies  were  also  manifested 
in  his  membership  in  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  which  began  in  May,  1898,  and 
still  continues.  As  late  as  1923  he  was  active  as  a 
trustee  of  the  institute.  The  local  Conference  House 
Association  and  such  public  movements  have  always 
had  his  patriotic  support. 

In  still  another  direction  we  find  him  a  member 
of  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  471,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  passing  through  successive  honors  to  the 
thirty-second  degree.  In  1909,  at  the  fiftieth  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  lodge,  Mr.  Cromwell  was  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
one  of  the  seven  commissioners  of  appeal  for  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  State.  Mr.  Cromwell  is 
a  member  of  the  Union  League,  Century,  Univer¬ 
sity,  National  Republican,  and  Yale  clubs  of  New 
York,  which  in  themselves  furnish  a  considerable 
index  to  the  subjects  that  have  been  close  to  his 
heart.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Country  Club  and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  its 
behalf. 

Soon  after  the  expiration  of  his  last  term  as 
borough  president,  he  married  on  June  1,  1915,  Her- 
mine  de  Rouville,  of  Montreal,  Canada,  daughter  of 
Hertel  de  Rouville  and  Hermine  Daigle.  The  de 
Rouvilles  were  one  of  the  historic  families  of  the 
Province  of  Quebec  where  their  ancient  manor  is 
located  at  St.  Hilaire  de  Rouville  on  the  Richelieu 
River.  The  records  of  the  family  date  back  in 
Quebec  nearly  three  hundred  years  and  a  Hertel  de 
Rouville,  in  early  times  was  a  member  of  the  pro¬ 
vincial  government. 

In  the  same  year  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Crom¬ 
well  was  elected  State  Senator  and  served  as  such 
until  1918,  when  he  retired  from  politics.  Apart  from 
guiding  the  Republican  party  on  Staten  Island  by  his 
wise  counsel,  Mr.  Cromwell  has  contented  himself 
since  his  retirement,  with  a  well  deserved  rest,  travel, 
the  management  of  his  estate,  and  the  society  of  his 
good  wife  and  that  of  a  few  life-long  friends.  In 
such  contentment  we  hope  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cromwell 
may  long  live,  happily  contemplating  the  progress 
of  the  borough  which  owes  so  much  to  his  years  of 
activity  in  its  behalf.  Mrs.  Cromwell  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  matters  kindred  to  her  husband’s  activities, 
as  well  as  being  a  member  of  the  Woman’s  Repub¬ 
lican  Club  of  Richmond  County  and  other  associa¬ 
tions. 


HON.  JOHN  A.  LYNCH— The  career  of  the 
president  of  the  borough  of  Richmond  is  an  example 
of  the  opportunities  that  await  every  American  boy 
and  of  the  honors  that  reward  assiduous  public 
service.  Since  becoming  the  executive  head  of  our 
local  government  and  a  member  of  the  municipal 
cabinet  of  that  of  the  Greater  City  of  New  York, 
he  has  familiarized  himself  with  the  multitude  of 
responsibilities  entrusted  to  his  care  and  judgment, 
and  is  thus  rendering  a  fair  and  impartial  service 
to  Staten  Island  and  her  citizens. 

Hon.  John  A.  Lynch  was  born  in  Caroline  Street, 
West  New  Brighton,  on  October  11,  1882.  His  boy¬ 
hood  days  were  spent  later  at  No.  604  Delafield 
Avenue,  where  his  family  took  up  residence  while 
he  was  still  a  youth.  He  attended  Public  School  No. 
18,  and  after  his  class  room  studies  did  the  allotted 
household  chores  assigned  to  him,  and  during  spare 
time  vigorously  played  at  games,  baseball  being 
preferably  to  his  liking.  He  grew  up  just  like  any 
other  West  New  Brighton  lad,  and  with  such  whole- 


6 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


some  surroundings  and  useful  boyhood  training  he 
was  destined  to  succeed  at  whatever  lot  fell  his  way 
in  later  life.  His  family  were  among  the  success¬ 
ful  in  local  building  circles  and  as  soon  as  he  was 
old  enough  he  was  apprenticed  to  his  father  and  fol¬ 
lowed  the  trade  until  1903.  In  the  latter  year,  at 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  ventured  into  an  allied 
field  of  occupation,  that  of  real  estate  and  insurance 
in  which  he  prospered  after  an  uphill  climb.  His 
business  notices  in  the  local  newspapers  always  in¬ 
dicated  the  enlargement  of  his  establishment  and  the 
success  with  which  it  was  managed.  He  incorporated 
his  firm  under  the  name  of  John  A.  Lynch  Company 
and  later  sold  his  business  to  his  nephews  who  sub¬ 
sequently  established  offices  at  No.  1190  Castleton 
Avenue. 

For  fifteen  years  this  business  was  his  main  occupa¬ 
tion,  supplemented  by  such  commercial  appointments 
as  commissioner  of  deeds  in  May,  1913,  and  his 
election  as  first  vice-president  of  the  West  New 
Brighton  Board  of  Trade  in  May,  1914,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  ably  filled.  In  civic  activities  during  this 
period  he  also,  along  with  other  duties,  became  a 
member  of  the  Castleton  Fire  Patrol  Company,  No. 
1,  a  volunteer  association.  “The  Veteran  Fireman” 
of  February  1,  1917,  describes  him  as  “an  energetic 
and  useful  citizen  who  joined  the  volunteer  fire  depart¬ 
ment  with  the  same  spirit  that  animated  him  in  all 
his  association  with  the  public  affairs  of  his  home 
town — an  ardent  desire  to  help  the  community.” 
Those  who  know  his  career  as  borough  president 
will  realize  that  the  same  spirit  still  governs  his 
actions.  Though  active  in  political  circles,  Mr.  Lynch 
for  a  long  time  declined  all  political  favors,  but 
accepted  in  February,  1916,  the  presidency  of  the 
Richmond  County  Shawnee  Club,  a  Democratic 
organization,  whereby  his  influence  became  enlarged. 
In  October,  1918,  he  was  nominated  for  State  Senator 
and  elected  in  a  normally  Republican  district  by  a 
majority  that  attested  to  his  personal  popularity.  His 
senatorial  service  added  to  his  reputation,  and,  on 
the  death  of  Borough  President  Cahill  in  July,  1922, 
he  was  appointed  to  fill  his  unexpired  term  of  office, 
being  duly  elected  in  the  following  November  at  the 
regular  elections.  In  1925  he  was  reelected  for  four 
years;  the  vote  being  23,886  against  9.654,  and  again 
in  1929  he  was  honored  with  a  further  reelection, 
thus  showing  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the 
people  of  Staten  Island. 

The  borough  of  Richmond  has  been  fortunate  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  eight  years  in  having  thus  selected 
ex-Senator  Lynch  as  their  chief  executive.  Young, 
alert  in  mind  and  body,  intent  upon  securing  for  the 
island  all  the  benefits  possible  from  its  being  a  part 
of  Greater  New  York,  he  is  also  well  regarded  in 
the  Board  of  Estimate.  His  pleasing  personality  and 
his  patience  in  waiting  for  the  opportune  moment 
has  many  times  secured  appropriations  which  another 
man  might  have  lost. 

Today  Staten  Island  stands  paramount  among  the 
units  of  the  Greater  City  of  New  York  and  likewise 
among  many  communities  throughout  the  country 
of  a  like  population,  because  of  its  numerous  schools, 
many  of  which  are  modern  to  the  last  degree  of  con¬ 
struction  and  equipment;  mile  after  mile  of  splendid 
roadways  lengthen  out  to  nearly  six  hundred  mile¬ 
stones  with  accompanying  good  sewerage;  an  exten¬ 
sive  sanitation  program  including  up-to-date  incinera¬ 
tion  facilities  for  the  disposal  of  garbage  and  refuse, 
thus  protecting  our  bordering  waters  from  pollution 
as  far  as  it  can  be  done  locally;  hundreds  of  acres 
of  wooded  tracts,  meadows,  marshland  and  beaches 
have  been  acquired  for  park  sites;  good  police  and 


fire  protection  afforded  and  many  other  valuable 
measures  have  been  carried  forward,  planned  and 
effected  since  President  Lynch  first  assumed  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  helmsman  of  local  governmental  affairs.  The 
new  bridges  to  New  Jersey  and  the  proposed  tunnel 
to  Brooklyn  are  among  the  great  improvements  that 
are  now  being  realized  and  in  the  movement  for  them 
he  has  aided  considerably.  While  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Senate  he  pioneered  in  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  bill  for  a  proposed  bridge  to  our  neigh¬ 
boring  State.  A  categorical  list  of  the  items  of 
progress  during  his  administration  was  published 
in  a  local  magazine  “The  Islander”  for  May,  1927, 
and  requires  three  pages,  double  column,  for  enumera¬ 
tion.  However,  the  foregoing  merely  suggests  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  more  apparent  improvements. 

Notwithstanding  the  strain  of  handling  all  this 
public  business,  Borough  President  Lynch  has  always 
been  approachable  by  citizens  desiring  his  help  in 
affairs  in  which  they  were  personally  interested.  One 
of  his  first  innovations  was  to  have  the  partitions  in 
the  borough  president’s  office  torn  down  so  that  the 
whole  room  should  be  under  his  observation  and 
every  visitor  at  liberty  to  walk  to  his  desk.  This, 
while  exhibiting  his  desire  to  serve  all  who  came  to 
him,  finally  proved  too  great  a  charge  on  his  time 
and  was  partially  modified,  but  he  is,  nevertheless, 
a  most  democratic  of  public  servants. 

The  history  of  our  island  and  her  citizens  has 
always  been  a  keen  subject  with  him.  By  virtue  of 
his  office  the  borough  president  also  is  ex-officio  a 
trustee  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences;  his  interest  in  which  has  been  especially 
beneficial  in  securing  some  needed  additions  to  the 
staff  and  equipment,  which  have  been  authorized 
during  his  administration.  He  is  also  honorary  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Conference  House  Association,  which, 
through  his  aid,  and  after  eighty  years  of  unsuccess¬ 
ful  effort,  has  finally  been  the  means  of  preserving 
one  of  Staten  Island’s  historical  relics  for  posterity. 
In  the  latter  connection  it  can  truly  be  said  that  the 
Conference  House,  because  of  such  endeavors  in 
recent  time,  is  now  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  count¬ 
less  numbers  of  patriotic  Americans.  This  has 
also  served  to  focus  much  attention  to  our  historic 
island. 

The  duties  of  public  office  naturally  exact  long 
and  tedious  hours  of  an  individual,  thus  preventing 
social  or  other  affiliations  ordinarily  enjoyed  by  the 
average  citizen.  However,  his  name  is  included  in 
the  membership  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  In  private  life  Mr.  Lynch  plays 
nearly  as  hard  as  he  works.  He  is  happily  married; 
he  and  Mrs.  Lynch  (formerly  Miss  Grace  McKee), 
have  a  modest  home  at  No.  441  Oakland  Avenue, 
West  New  Brighton,  and  are  members  of  the  Cedar 
Grove  Beach  Colony  where  in  the  summer  they  enter 
into  the  water  sports  and  other  festivities  which  make 
that  resort  so  popular.  Boating  and  fishing  have 
replaced  the  baseball  and  swimming  dock  of  boy¬ 
hood;  but  in  such  activity,  whether  of  work  or 
play,  President  Lynch  puts  his  whole  soul  into  the 
task  at  hand. 

We  find  him  today  a  likeable,  capable  executive 
of  the  borough  of  Richmond,  a  native  son  who  has 
spent  his  entire  residence  here,  a  man  who  has 
obtained  a  practical  business  experience  locally  and 
withal,  possessing  a  citizen’s  interest  in  the  civic  life 
of  the  community.  He  has  also  succeeded  in  making 
and  retaining  valuable  friendship;  and  to  those  who 
have  known  him  since  boyhood  he  will  always  be 
affectionately  known  as  “Jack”  Lynch. 
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DR.  LOUIS  ALEXANDER  DREYFUS— 

Staten  Island  has  had  few  more  distinguished  citi¬ 
zens  than  Dr.  Louis  A.  Dreyfus,  a  chemist  whose 
discoveries  earned  for  him  fame  and  fortune,  a  philan¬ 
thropist  whose  life  apart  from  study  was  spent  for  the 
benefit  of  Staten  Island,  and  a  genial  companion 
whose  learning  alone  would  have  made  him  remark¬ 
able. 

Dr.  Dreyfus  was  born  February  14,  1867,  in  Fre¬ 
mont,  Ohio,  the  son  of  Marks  and  Rosetta  Dreyfus; 
his  father  had  come  to  America  with  Karl  Schurz 
after  the  Revolution  in  1848.  His  education  was  a 
thorough  preparation  for  his  life  work.  It  began 
in  the  public  school  and  high  school  in  Fremont, 
and  was  continued  at  the  Case  School  in  Cleveland. 
At  seventeen  he  entered  the  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor  where  he  studied  chemistry  and  re¬ 
ceived  after  four  years  his  degree  of  Pharmaceutical 
Chemist.  After  a  few  months  at  home  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  he  decided  to  continue  his  chemical  studies 
abroad;  he  took  one  semester  at  the  University  of 
Heidelberg,  in  Germany,  and  went  from  there  to 
Zurich  in  Switzerland,  where  he  pursued  his  studies 
for  four  years  more  and  received  his  degree  as 
Doctor  of  Philosophy.  In  1892  he  established  a 
chemical  laboratory  in  Cleveland,  which  later  devel¬ 
oped  into  a  plant  for  smelting  and  refining  gold  and 
silver.  This  was  a  successful  venture  until  1894 
when  the  decline  in  the  value  of  silver  brought  heavy 
loss  to  the  young  chemist.  He  had  met,  while  a 
student  in  Zurich,  Berta  E.  Schreiber;  they  became 
engaged  and  were  married  after  his  return  to 
America  in  1892.  Together  they  left  Cleveland  and 
went  to  Colorado  where  they  lived  for  two  and  a 
half  years,  in  the  greatest  poverty,  at  8,500  feet 
above  sea  level.  In  1896  Dr.  Dreyfus  again  estab¬ 
lished  an  Analytic  Laboratory,  this  time  in  Chicago. 
There  he  invented  “Cold  Water  Paint”  which  he 
patented;  the  patents  being  leased  to  the  J.  B.  King 
Company,  owners  of  the  Muralo  Company  at  New 
Brighton.  Through  this  transaction  Dr.  Dreyfus  was 
brought  to  Staten  Island  where  his  first  home  was 
a  small  house  on  Tysen  Street,  rented  at  twenty- 
five  dollars  a  month.  The  next  step  in  his  career 
is  thus  told  by  his  wife:  “Being  very  ambitious  and 
a  fine  chemist,  he  strove  ahead  and  one  day  con¬ 
fronted  his  wife  with  the  question — Birdie,  do  you 
think  we  could  afiford  a  bigger  house?  What  for, 
are  you  not  satisfied?  Well,  I  have  ideas  and  think 
I  can  do  something  worth  while,  but  I  must  have  a 
room  to  myself,  where  I  can  have  a  laboratory  and 
can  work  during  my  free  time.”  The  move  was  made 
to  No.  67  Clinton  Avenue  and  the  “ideas”  developed 
into  valuable  discoveries.  But  there  were  also  “ideas” 
in  other  chemical  directions  than  paint,  and  after 
several  years  of  experiment,  during  which  evenings, 
Sundays,  holidays,  every  free  minute  of  time,  was 
devoted  to  the  development  of  his  great  idea,  he  had 
invented  artificial  rubber  and  left  the  Muralo  Com¬ 
pany  to  start  for  himself.  The  start  was  a  very 
modest  one.  The  old,  dilapidated  stables  of  the 
Bachman’s  Brewery  were  repaired  and  converted  into 
a  small  factory;  the  old  harness  room  became  the 
office  and  there  a  stenographer  and  typewriter  were 
installed.  No  salesmen  were  employed;  a  two-cent 
postage  stamp  was  the  only  means  of  selling  the 
product.  Samples  were  sent  out  and  the  orders  began 
to  come  in,  at  first  in  one  pound  lots;  when  later  on 
a  barrel  was  ordered,  great  rejoicing  occurred  at 
the  home,  then  on  Belair  Road.  The  little  factory 
soon  became  too  small  and  several  additions  were 
made,  but  even  they  proved  inadequate  to  satisfy  the 
demand.  In  1913,  Dr.  Dreyfus  bought  the  water 


front  property  and  built  a  large  modern  factory  which 
in  turn  required  enlargement  in  1926. 

Such  was  the  foundation  of  the  prosperity  which 
rewarded  the  years  spent  in  preliminary  study  and  in 
long  experiment  to  perfect  an  idea.  With  such  pros¬ 
perity  came  opportunities  to  use  wealth  and  ability 
in  altruistic  work,  opportunities  which  were  never 
neglected.  In  1914,  Dr.  Dreyfus  was  appointed  by 
Borough  President  McCormick  to  find  work  for  the 
unemployed,  which  he  did  in  an  efficient  manner. 
Then  came  the  fight  to  keep  the  garbage  plant  away 
from  Staten  Island;  in  this  he  was  the  soul  of  the 
whole  proceeding,  arranging  large  meetings,  speak¬ 
ing  on  street  corners,  while  his  wife  collected  money 
from  the  listeners,  making  trips  to  Albany,  working 
indefatigably  until  the  effort  was  crowned  with  suc¬ 
cess.  He  was  elected  president  of  the  Civic  League, 
a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Social  Serv¬ 
ice,  Richmond  County  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children,  and  many  other  organizations 
of  a  civic  character.  The  beautiful  home  on  Howard 
Avenue,  Grymes  Hill,  was  built  at  this  time. 

With  the  coming  of  the  World  War,  the  sympathy 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dreyfus  was  deeply  stirred.  The 
gift  of  Hero  Park,  with  its  trees  and  memorial 
tablets,  was  their  tribute  to  the  memory  of  those  who 
gave  their  lives  in  the  war;  it  is  a  fitting  shrine 
for  those  they  left  behind  and  a  comfort  to  many 
bereaved  mothers. 

With  the  broad  and  deep  education  Dr.  Dryfus 
possessed,  he  naturally  turned  in  hours  of  leisure  to 
intellectual  pursuits.  So  we  find  him  in  1907  already 
a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  and  a  frequent  speaker  at  its  meetings. 
When  the  Staten  Island  Bird  Club  was  re-organized 
in  1919  he  was  prominent  in  its  affairs;  he  often 
joined  in  its  monthly  walks  and  his  appreciation  of 
natural  beauty  made  him  a  delightful  companion. 
The  variety  as  well  as  the  depth  of  his  learning 
made  his  attendance  at  such  meetings  highly  esteemed. 
Both  he  and  Mrs.  Dreyfus  enjoyed  many  similar 
diversions  and  tastes.  Good  literature  and  paintings 
were  among  these. 

His  life  work  came  to  an  untimely  end  on  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1920,  in  his  fifty-fourth  year,  when  he  died 
suddenly  in  the  ferryhouse  while  addressing  a  pub¬ 
lic  meeting.  It  was  a  great  shock  to  the  whole  com¬ 
munity  for  few  men  have  been  so  deservedly  beloved 
and  esteemed  by  the  people  of  Staten  Island  as  Louis 
Alexander  Dreyfus.  His  name  and  reputation  live 
and  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  It  was  a  privilege  to 
know  him. 

Throughout  the  early  struggles,  the  long  period 
of  patient  experiment,  and  the  final  years  of  philan¬ 
thropic  activity,  Mrs.  Dreyfus  was  the  doctor’s  sym- 
pathic  and  efficient  help-mate.  Since  his  death  his 
fortune  has  been  administered  by  her  with  the  same 
benevolence  and  wisdom  that  marked  their  previous 
joint  effort.  Her  splendid  charities  in  Germany,  her 
magnificent  gift  to  the  Richmond  Memorial  Hospital 
are  but  two  outstanding  examples  of  the  countless 
benefits  she  has  conferred  upon  suffering  humanity. 


LOUIS  LINCOLN  TRIBUS— In  the  profession 
of  engineering  and  in  the  affairs  of  religious,  civic 
and  commercial  institutions,  Louis  L.  Tribus  has 
served  an  extremely  engaging  career  throughout  the 
United  States  and  here  on  Staten  Island  which  justly 
entitles  him  to  an  honored  place  among  our  more 
prominent  citizens. 

The  birth  of  Louis  Lincoln  Tribus  occurred  May 
25,  1865,  in  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  his  par¬ 
ents  having  been  Louis  and  Harriet  (Kingsley) 
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Tribus.  On  his  paternal  side  he  is  of  French  ances¬ 
try  and  the  Kingsleys  are  of  early  Colonial  stock. 
His  father,  after  having  obtained  an  excellent  edu¬ 
cation,  was  at  one  time  a  professor  at  Amherst  Col¬ 
lege  and  throughout  his  lifetime  was  respected  as  an 
eminent  scholar  and  instructor.  His  mother  was  of 
a  family  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Colony. 

The  early  education  of  the  younger  Tribus  was 
received  in  private  schools  after  which  he  attended 
New  York  University,  receiving  from  this  institu¬ 
tion  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  and  that  of 
Civil  Engineer  in  1885.  Three  years  later  he  was 
tendered  his  diploma  as  a  Master  of  Science  from 
this  university.  With  such  a  thorough  training  com¬ 
pleted  Mr.  Tribus  became  a  resident  engineer  at 
Pensacola,  Florida,  and  Mobile,  Alabama,  from  1885 
to  1887.  He  then  became  connected  with  Samuel  R. 
Bullock  and  Company  in  the  building  of  water  pro¬ 
jects,  following  which  he  returned  to  New  York 
University  as  instructor  and  acting  professor  of  Civil 
Engineering,  from  1887  to  1890.  During  these  years 
he  commenced  an  association  with  Charles  B.  Brush 
as  a  construction  engineer,  engaging  in  work  that 
greatly  aided  his  rise  in  his  chosen  profession  and 
furnished  him  with  a  valuable  practical  experience. 
His  duties  comprised  designing  work,  supervising  of 
construction  and  the  operating  of  public  utilities  in 
many  cities,  the  years  1887  to  1893  being  spent  in 
these  activities. 

In  1894  Louis  L.  Tribus  became  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Tribus  and  Massa,  designers  of 
utilities  and  experts  in  litigations,  with  offices  at  No. 
15  Park  Row,  New  York  City.  A  few  years  after 
the  organization  of  this  company  he  settled  on  Staten 
Island  and  was  listed  in  the  “Directory”  of  1897  as 
residing  at  No.  42  Townsend  Avenue,  Clifton. 

Being  a  resident  of  Staten  Island  as  well  as  an 
experienced  and  successful  engineer  by  profession 
Mr.  Tribus,  in  1902,  received  the  appointment  of 
commissioner  of  public  works,  Borough  of  Richmond. 
Hon.  George  Cromwell  was  borough  president  at  this 
time,  building  and  business  developments  were  be¬ 
ginning  to  occupy  the  minds  of  our  foremost  citizens 
and  public  improvement  plans  were  being  broached 
on  a  larger  scale  than  ever  before  attempted.  Mr. 
Tribus  in  office  displayed  a  foresight  and  discern¬ 
ment  that  won  the  approbation  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
Gifted  with  a  sense  of  thoroughness  and  detail  in 
his  work  he  sponsored  and  carried  out  improvements 
that  did  much  to  ameliorate  public  conditions  through¬ 
out  the  island,  particularly  those  pertaining  to  trans¬ 
portation,  sanitation  and  numerous  works  of  con¬ 
struction.  He  built,  among  other  structures,  the  wall 
that  runs  from  the  entrance  of  the  ferry  terminal  west¬ 
ward  along  Richmond  Terrace.  For  eleven  years 
he  held  this  office,  the  year  1913  marking  the  end  of 
this  service.  The  borough  presidency  of  his  friend, 
George  Cromwell,  also  C2me  to  a  close  in  this  year 
following  a  long  tenure  of  office. 

Mr.  Tribus  also  served  at  one  time  as  acting  bor¬ 
ough  president  and  was  a  deputy  member  of  the 
board  of  estimate  and  apportionment  from  1902  to 
1913.  Within  his  profession  and  in  rendering  a  splen¬ 
did  service  to  New  York  City  and  especially  to  his 
home  borough  he  has  been  associated  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  bodies:  the  New  York  State  Bay  Pollution 
Commission,  of  which  he  was  a  member  and  the 
secretary  from  1903  to  1906;  the  Board  of  Construc¬ 
tion  Engineers  of  New  York  City,  and  the  Sewer 
Plan  Commission.  He  was  also  a  project  engineer, 
United  State  Housing  Corporation,  New  London, 
Connecticut,  and  Groton,  New  York,  1918  to  1919 


The  authorship  of  numerous  professional  papers 
devoted  to  water  supply  problems,  sanitary  topics 
and  such  are  attributed  to  him  as  a  result  of  his 
studies  and  experience.  He  has  long  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Society  of  Engineers,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Society  of  Municipal  Improvements  and  the 
American  Water  Works  Association. 

On  Staten  Island  Louis  L.  Tribus  has  also  been 
active  in  affairs  of  a  civic,  financial  and  religious 
character.  He  has  aided  liberally  in  movements  af¬ 
fecting  the  progress  of  community  welfare,  outside 
of  his  official  duties.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Staten 
Island  Chamber  of  Commerce  which  body  he  served 
as  president  for  a  time;  trustee  of  the  Tompkins- 
ville  Cooperative  Savings  and  Loan  Association;  an 
elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church;  a  member  of  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Science;  and 
past  president  of  the  Presbyterian  (Social)  Union, 
the  headquarters  of  the  latter  organization  being  in 
New  York.  As  a  graduate  of  New  York  Univer¬ 
sity  he  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  of 
that  institution,  past  president  of  the  class  of  1885 
and  identified  with  Psi  Upsilon  and  Iota  Alpha 
fraternities.  As  an  honor  student  he  was  elected  to 
the  national  scholarship  fraternity,  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 
Mr.  Tribus  has  been  particularly  fond  of  travel, 
spending  his  vacations  in  visiting  new  scenes  and 
gathering  information  that  has  proved  valuable  to 
him.  In  his  political  affiliation  he  is  of  the  Republican 
party. 

The  marriage  of  Louis  L.  Tribus  occurred  Octo¬ 
ber  3,  1899  at  Jeffersonville,  Indiana,  to  Letitia 
Hall  McCambell,  daughter  of  George  and  Letitia 
(Hall)  McCambell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tribus  were  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Theron  Kingsley,  deceased; 
and  Lucien  Hall,  a  biography  of  whom  follows. 


LUCIEN  HALL  TRIBUS— Listed  among  the 
group  of  well  known  business  men  of  the  island  is 
Lucien  H.  Tribus  who  is  following  the  real  estate 
profession  hereabouts.  Mr.  Tribus  was  born  July  21, 
1901  in  the  family  home  in  Townsend  Avenue,  Clif¬ 
ton,  his  parents  being  Louis  Lincoln  and  Letitia  H. 
(McCambell)  Tribus.  The  elder  Tribus,  a  native  of 
Northampton,  Massachusetts,  and  an  engineer  by 
profession,  came  to  Staten  Island  before  the  close 
of  the  nineteenth  century  and  served  from  1902  to 
1913  as  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  Borough  of 
Richmond.  His  biography  precedes  that  of  his  son. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  and 
of  a  prominent  family  of  that  State. 

The  early  education  of  the  younger  Tribus  was 
obtained  at  Staten  Island  Academy  and  Curtis  High 
School,  his  graduation  from  the  latter  school  taking 
place  in  1920.  He  then  entered  Cornell  University 
at  Ithaca,  subsequently  receiving  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science,  with  the  class  of  1924.  In  his 
studies  he  was  especially  proficient,  thus  following 
the  example  of  the  elder  Tribus  who  had  attended 
New  York  University.  Like  his  father  he  became  a 
member  of  the  national  fraternity,  Psi  Upsilon,  and 
was  honored  by  election  to  the  post  of  associate 
editor  of  the  Cornell  “Graphic.” 

After  graduating  from  college  and  in  consider¬ 
ing  his  plans  for  the  future,  Lucien  H.  Tribus  did 
not  make  the  mistake  of  believing  that  the  largest 
opportunities  for  him  lay  far  afield  in  new  sur¬ 
roundings.  Instead,  he  accepted  a  position  as  scien¬ 
tific  assistant,  attached  to  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Fisheries,  his  work  consisting  of  investigating 
typhoid  germs  in  oysters  sold  for  consumption  in 
this  country.  Later  he  was  employed  by  the  New 
York  Telephone  Company  as  a  claim  adjustor  before 
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beginning  his  association  with  the  K.  A.  P.  Motor 
Company  as  a  salesman  in  1924.  For  a  time  he 
worked  for  the  latter  concern  as  a  night  agent, 
striving  to  accomplish  his  work  after  his  daytime 
labor  for  the  telephone  company  had  been  completed. 
Eventually,  however,  he  gave  his  full  time  to  his 
salesman’s  duties  and  has  never  had  occasion  to 
regret  this  decision. 

Mr.  Tribus  realized  that  there  lay  ahead  of  him 
on  Staten  Island  ample  opportunity  to  make  a  suc¬ 
cess  of  his  new  vocation.  He  entered  upon  his  task 
with  confidence  and  enthusiasm  and  after  receiving  a 
training  that  enabled  him  to  increase  his  sales  and 
make  worthwhile  contacts,  was  rewarded  with  the 
position  of  assistant  sales  manager  of  the  company. 
In  1928  he  was  again  promoted,  this  time  to  the 
office  of  sales  manager  of  the  company,  under  Ken¬ 
neth  A.  Pouch  and  remains  in  this  capacity  at  the 
present  time.  The  concern  acts  as  agent  for  the 
Chrysler  car,  in  addition  to  dealing  exclusively  on 
Staten  Island  with  the  Pierce  Arrow  and  Franklin 
automobiles  and  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  suc¬ 
cessful  engaging  in  business  in  this  district.  The 
headquarters  of  this  company  are  located  at  No.  57 
Bay  Street,  St.  George,  and  No.  495  Bay  Street, 
Stapleton;  its  service  station  is  situated  at  No.  14 
Congress  Street. 

During  the  time  that  he  served  as  assistant  manager 
of  the  K.  A.  P.  Motor  Company,  Mr.  Tribus  became 
interested  in  the  development  of  Staten  Island  real 
estate,  particularly  along  the  East  Shore  section.  He 
became  absorbed  in  studying  property  values  and 
estimating  future  building  expansions,  at  the  same 
time  making  plans  for  the  formation  of  a  realty 
concern.  After  gaining  the  cooperation  of  men  of 
sound  business  principles  here  he  established  in  1927, 
the  L.  H.  Tribus  and  Company,  Inc.,  real  estate 
and  insurance.  He  acts  as  president  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion;  Kenneth  A.  Pouch  holds  the  office  of  vice- 
president,  Lieutenant  Ronald  B.  Appel  is  second 
vice-president  and  L.  L.  Tribus  as  secretary  and 
treasurer.  The  company  engages  in  a  large  general 
real  estate  brokerage  business  and  in  development 
work,  chief  of  which  has  been  the  upbuilding  of 
King’s  Court  in  the  Arrochar  section.  Offices  of 
the  corporation  are  located  at  No.  150  Bay  Street. 

Despite  the  demands  on  his  time  and  energy  made 
by  his  business  activities  Mr.  Tribus  has  been  enabled 
to  enjoy  other  associations  of  a  civic,  scientific  and 
athletic  nature.  As  befits  a  man  of  his  standing  and 
one,  who  by  the  nature  of  his  business  is  interested 
in  the  growth  of  Staten  Island  as  a  community  of 
homes,  he  aids  in  all  worthwhile  public  movements. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is 
an  entomologist  and  devoted  to  a  study  of  science 
and  is  identified  with  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences.  Flying  is  his  favorite  avocation, 
and  in  this  he  is  a  lieutenant  in  the  27th  Division, 
Aviation,  New  York  National  Guard.  The  air  base 
it  at  Miller  Field,  New  Dorp,  Staten  Island.  Mr. 
Tribus  is  unmarried  and  resides  at  the  family  home, 
No.  105  Townsend  Avenue,  Clifton. 


EDWARD  CLARK  BRIDGMAN— An  admira¬ 
ble  example  of  a  long  life  wisely  spent  is  to  be  found 
in  the  career  of  Edward  Clark  Bridgman.  It  is  a 
record  of  activity  in  teaching  thrift  on  the  one 
hand,  and  in  the  benevolent  use  of  resulting  accumu¬ 
lations  on  the  other,  with  an  interest  in  art  and  litera¬ 
ture  for  relaxation.  Needless  to  say,  the  evening  of 
such  a  life  is  marked  by  the  admiration  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  it  has  been  spent. 

Mr.  Bridgman  was  born  October  28,  1849,  of  New 


England  parents,  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and 
came  to  Staten  Island  with  them  in  1857.  His  father, 
Erastus  Clark  Bridgman,  was  eighth  in  direct  descent 
from  James  Bridgman  of  Winchester,  Hants,  Eng¬ 
land,  who  came  to  this  country  about  1634. 

Mr.  Bridgman  received  his  education  in  a  local 
private  school,  Public  School  No.  35,  New  York 
City  (Thomas  Hunter,  principal)  and  the  Free  Acad¬ 
emy  (now  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York). 
His  father  died  August  25,  1870  and  left  to  his  son 
the  business  of  map,  book  and  chart  publishing 
founded  in  1828.  This  he  carried  on  for  many  years 
in  New  York  City. 

He  was  invited  to  become  a  trustee  of  the  Staten 
Island  Savings  Bank  in  December,  1884,  was  elected 
second  vice-president  in  May,  1909,  first  vice-president 
in  May,  1912  and  president  in  December  of  the  same 
year.  The  latter  office  he  held  for  fourteen  years, 
until  May,  1926.  His  term  was  longer  than  any  of 
the  seven  presidents  who  preceded  him.  His  business 
acumen  resulted  in  an  increase  in  the  bank’s  re¬ 
sources  from  $4,000,000  to  $16,000,000.  During  his 
presidency  there  was  constructed  the  fine  new  bank 
building  at  the  corner  of  Water  and  Beach  streets, 
Stapleton.  This  has  been  pronounced  one  of  the  most 
attractive  and  well  designed  savings  bank  buildings 
of  the  State.  It  is  in  the  office  of  president  that  he  is 
best  known  to  the  people  of  Staten  Island.  A  con¬ 
siderable  part  of  his  eflforts  were  directed  toward 
teaching  thrift  among  the  school  children,  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  school  savings  accounts,  Christmas  accounts 
and  a  general  spirit  of  economy,  especially  during 
the  World  War.  He  was  also  particularly  active  in 
opposing  the  fraudulent  claims  of  the  Symes  Founda¬ 
tion.  In  1926  he  became  chairman  of  the  board.  He 
was  also  a  trustee  of  the  Stapleton  National  Bank 
for  several  years. 

Such  was  the  business  career  of  Mr.  Bridgman 
and  it  is  paralleled  by  an  equally  active  career  in 
other  matters.  His  father  was  an  elder  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Stapleton,  and  after  his  death 
the  son  succeeded  him.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Building  Committee  of  the  Chapel,  and  later,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  building  committee  of  the  church,  and  for 
thirty-five  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school.  Throughout  his  life  the  welfare  of  this  church 
has  been  one  of  his  deepest  concerns.  Another  has 
been  the  Staten  Island  Hospital,  formerly  the  S.  R. 
Smith  Infirmary.  Mr.  Bridgman  was  elected  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  in  July,  1875,  and  served  as  its 
secretary  for  twenty-seven  years.  From  1901  to  1903 
he  was  also  vice-president  and  was  an  active  member 
and  secretary  of  the  building  committee  of  the  main 
building,  the  funds  for  which  were  given  by  Dr. 
Frost.  Altogether,  this  institution  has  engaged  his 
attention  for  over  fifty-five  years. 

While  the  foregoing  have  been  Mr.  Bridgman’s 
principal  activities,  there  have  been  countless  other 
civic  organizations  which  have  profited  by  his  aid 
and  wise  counsel.  For  thirty-three  years  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  and  is  at  present  a  member  of  its  building 
committee;  a  member  of  the  Civic  League;  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Boy  Scouts;  acting  as  chairman  of 
their  recent  drive  for  endowment  funds;  a  liberal 
supporter  of  Wagner  College;  the  Conference  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  many  other  civic  bodies. 

Looking  back  over  half  a  century  it  is  difficult  to 
find  a  worthy  public  movement  on  Staten  Island 
with  which  he  has  not  been  identified.  Two  active 
charities  have  always  been  near  to  his  heart  because 
of  the  great  interest  that  his  wife  took  in  them. 
These  are  the  Diet  Kitchen,  supplying  special  diets 
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for  infants  and  convalescents,  and  more  particularly, 
the  New  Brighton  Day  Nursery  of  the  Woman’s 
Club.  Its  name  has  been  officially  changed  to  the 
Evelyn  Bridgman  Day  Nursery. 

Amid  all  these  affairs,  at  times  troublesome  to 
handle — as  during  the  period  of  disquiet  in  hospital 
matters  about  1892 — Mr.  Bridgman  has  found  time 
to  travel  with  his  family  on  the  Continent  and  around 
the  world,  and  to  study.  He  tells  with  considerable 
amusement  and  interest  of  trips  with  his  school  friend 
to  Lake  Placid  in  1865,  and  later  to  Saranac  and 
Tupper  Lake  regions.  Also  fishing  trips  to  the  Maine 
Woods,  Canada,  New  England  and  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  and  of  his  experiences  as  a  baseball  man¬ 
ager  in  1872. 

Mr.  Bridgman  enjoys  much  satisfaction  in  recall¬ 
ing  that  while  he  was  president  of  the  Savings  Bank 
he  represented  that  institution  in  making  the  first 
subscription  for  the  bonds  with  which  the  two  bridges 
connecting  Staten  Island  with  New  Jersey  were  built, 
and  issued  by  the  Port  Authority.  The  bank  received 
warm  thanks  from  the  Port  Authority  and  Mr. 
Bridgman  also  received  personal  appreciation  of  his 
good  work. 

His  home  at  No.  60  Townsend  Avenue,  Clifton,  is 
filled  with  curios  accumulated  during  many  previous 
years;  antique  furniture,  fine  pictures  and  statuary. 
Portraits  of  five  generations  of  both  the  Bridgman 
and  Low  families  hang  in  his  library  and  a  marble 
bust  of  Daniel  Low  by  Hiram  Powers  is  a  valuable 
possession  of  Mr.  Bridgman’s  son,  Daniel  Low 
Bridgman.  His  large  library  comprises  many  valu¬ 
able  books. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Bridgman  married  Evelyn  Tylden 
Low,  eldest  daughter  of  Daniel  Low  (q.  v.)  and 
Evelina  E.  Burd  (Tylden)  Low.  Born  on  Staten 
Island  she  was  equally  interested  in  everything  relat¬ 
ing  to  it,  its  histories,  charities  and  especially  the 
securing  of  water  from  the  Catskills  through  the 
great  main  which  she  witnessed  being  laid  from  the 
great  barge  in  the  bay,  and  the  incoming  water  as 
it  first  entered  the  Silver  Lake  Reservoir.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bridgman: 
Daniel  Low;  Joan  Kingsley,  who  died  in  1894;  and 
Evelyn  Tylden.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Charles  Whitefield  Welch,  and  resides  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky,  while  the  son  lives  with  his  father, 
whose  constant  companion  and  never-failing  helper 
he  is.  Mr.  Bridgman  has  one  grandchild,  Charles 
W.  Welch,  Jr. 

In  his  eighty-first  year  (1930)  Mr.  Bridgman  is 
still  active.  When  treasurer  of  the  Conference  House 
Association  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  aiding  mate¬ 
rially  in  the  preservation  of  his  historic  building  in 
Tottenville.  In  everything  that  concerns  Staten  Island 
he  takes  a  deep  interest  and  in  turn,  Staten  Island 
never  fails  to  call  on  him  for  advice  and  aid. 


ELMER  T.  BUTLER — Interesting  among  the 
careers  of  families  and  individuals  in  this  community 
is  that  of  the  Butlers,  a  representative  of  whom,  in 
the  personage  of  Elmer  T.  Butler,  still  resides  here  on 
the  south  shore  at  Richmond  Valley,  between  Princes 
Bay  and  Tottenville.  He  is  a  descendant  of  English 
forebears  who  settled  here  presumably  during  early 
Colonial  days.  During  his  own  life  of  more  than 
four  score  years  he  has  witnessed  pioneer  times  both 
on  Staten  Island  and  in  Western  States  while  in 
journey  and  in  mining  operations.  Mr.  Butler  is  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  few  remaining  landed  estates 
in  this  county.  He,  himself,  has  continued  to  carry 
on  the  splendid  traditions  of  his  family  by  his  con¬ 
tributions  to  public  advancement  and  welfare. 


Early  records  pertaining  to  our  subject’s  direct 
line  of  descent  from  the  progenitor  seem  unavailable 
but  fortunately  material  at  hand  shows  certain  rec¬ 
ords  dating  to  as  early  as  Revolutionary  days.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  that  time,  however,  local  history  records 
the  name  of  one,  John  Butler,  who  was  of  the  militia 
of  1715,  and  again  there  appears  a  John  Butler  who 
resided  here  in  1740  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer.  Another  early  member  of  the  family  was 
James  Butler,  described  as  a  “tenant  of  Billop’s”  in 
1749.  The  proximity  of  the  present  Butler  prop¬ 
erty  which  has  been  in  possession  of  the  family  for 
more  than  a  century  and  a  quarter  and  that  of  the 
old  Billop  Manor  from  whom  James  Butler  leased 
land  evidently  for  farming,  leads  us  to  believe  that 
these  preceding  Butlers  of  mentioned  dates,  1715- 
1740-49,  were  ancestors  of  the  first  Anthony  Butler 
described  following: 

Before  beginning  with  Anthony,  1st,  we  shall  set 
down  other  records  that  may  be  of  value  to  forth¬ 
coming  generations  of  Staten  Island  Butlers  but  in 
nowise  can  they  be  linked  at  the  present  time  with 
our  subject’s  direct  line  of  descent.  In  a  private  bury¬ 
ing  ground  near  the  shore  at  Princes  Bay  are  buried: 
Henry  Butler,  born  1726,  died  1780;  James,  his  son, 
born  1759,  died  1786;  Henry,  born  1753,  died  1786; 
Nathaniel,  born  1769,  died  1815;  also  other  eighteenth 
century  members  of  the  family.  At  Bethel  Cemetery 
a  record  shows  one  John  M.  Butler,  born  January 
16,  1810,  died  April  10,  1913,  at  one  hundred  and 
three  years  of  age. 

Anthony  Butler,  1st,  resided  on  a  farm  of  large 
acreage,  possessed  slaves  and  was  influential  as  is 
indicated  by  such  holdings.  It  is  said  that  he  had  two 
brothers,  Thomas  and  Captain  John.  The  latter 
operated  a  small  ferry  boat  from  Tottenville  to 
Perth  Amboy  and  perhaps  being  the  first  to  do  so. 
Captain  John  Butler  also  farmed  with  his  brothers 
at  Richmond  Valley.  The  children  of  Anthony  Butler, 
1st,  were  Sally,  Letitia,  and  Anthony,  2d. 

Anthony  Butler,  2d,  was  born  on  the  family  estate 
at  Richmond  Valley  on  July  22,  1804,  and  after 
receiving  a  common  school  education  he  followed  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  father  by  taking  up  farming. 
Among  the  neighboring  farms  were  those  of  the 
Seguines  and  other  old  pioneer  families.  At  a  later 
period  Major  Edwin  R.  Bennet  became  interested 
in  the  beautiful  countryside  along  the  shore  of  Rari¬ 
tan  Bay  and  he  established  one  of  the  early  estates 
in  that  part  of  the  island.  Subsequently  much  of  the 
property  in  the  surrounding  district  was  absorbed 
by  the  institution  known  as  Mount  Loretta,  founded 
by  the  Rev.  Father  John  C.  Drumgoole,  about  fifty 
years  ago. 

Taking  up  more  of  the  life  of  Anthony  Butler,  2d, 
he  was  also  interested  in  oystering,  the  waters  about 
Staten  Island  being  prolific  in  the  growth  of  marine 
bivalve  mollusks  and  various  other  marine  species. 
He  possessed  a  sloop  and  was  expert  in  handling 
a  boat.  His  farm  was  brought  to  a  high  degree  of 
cultivation  and  enlarged  as  the  years  passed.  He  was 
the  owner  of  live  stock  and  other  accompanying 
things  to  be  found  on  a  substantial  farm. 

Anthony  Butler,  2d,  married  Alletta  Luyster, 
who  was  born  November  11,  1806,  daughter  of 
a  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (Lawrence)  Luyster.  The  Luyster 
family  was  of  old  pioneer  stock  residing  in  New 
Town,  Long  Island.  Both  the  Lawrences  and  Luy- 
sters  had  members  who  were  soldiers  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  Anthony  Butler,  2d,  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children  of  whom  Elmer 
Butler  is  the  sixth:  1.  Julia,  the  eldest,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  10,  1827,  married  Thomas  H.  Allison.  2.  Anthony. 
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Jr.,  born  January  15,  1829,  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  local  public  schools  before  attend¬ 
ing  Normal  School  in  Albany.  After  being  graduated 
from  the  latter  institution  he  returned  to  Totten- 
ville,  where  he  taught  school  in  a  two-story  brick 
building  erected  especially  for  his  use.  Following 
a  number  of  years  of  teaching  here  he  journeyed  to 
California  in  1850  where  he  remained  several  sea¬ 
sons.  He  later  voyaged  to  Melbourne,  Australia,  as 
the  representative  of  Cobb  and  Company  of  Boston, 
a  firm  that  operated  stage  coaches  for  British  inter¬ 
ests.  This  type  of  conveyance  was  the  principal 
means  of  travel  in  that  country  during  this  time. 
Later  Mr.  Butler  was  appointed  manager  of  the 
company  in  Melbourne.  He  remained  in  Australia 
for  some  years,  marrying,  on  April  30,  1855,  Rebecca 
Baldwin,  daughter  of  James  and  Martha  (Baren) 
Baldwin,  of  Birmingham,  England.  Mr.  Baldwin  was 
a  manufacturer,  operating  the  Baldwin  Gun  Wadding 
factory.  Anthony  and  Rebecca  (Baldwin)  Butler 
had  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Edmund,  born  January  9,  1857,  now  deceased;  Julia 
Alletta  married  Emera  J.  Brownlee;  Frances,  married 
(first)  James  Lowell  Page,  son  of  the  artist,  William 
Page,  by  whom  she  had  six  children,  Sophia  Lyons, 
Antoinette,  Marion,  Lowell,  Charlotte  and  Henry; 
and  she  married  (second)  L.  H.  McGill,  of  Colorado; 
Annie,  deceased;  Anthony  L.;  Harry  R. ;  Gilbert  O. 
Three  children  died  in  infancy.  3.  Adrianna,  third 
child  of  Anthony,  Sr.,  and  Alletta  (Luyster)  Butler, 
married  James  P.  Gage.  4.  Nathaniel,  born  in  Staten 
Island,  was  educated  in  the  local  public  schools  before 
traveling  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  where  he 
engaged  in  extensive  mining  operations.  Returning 
to  the  United  States  in  later  years  he  established  a 
private  produce  market  in  New  York  which  he 
managed  with  great  care  and  success  for  many  years. 
5.  Edwin  Ruthen,  born  November  9,  1844,  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  Staten  Island,  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  two 
elder  brothers  when  he  crossed  the  seas  to  live  at 
one  time  in  Australia  and  at  another,  in  New  Zealand. 
In  both  of  these  territories  he  was  engaged  in  large- 
scale  mining  activities.  6.  Elmer  T.,  of  whom  further. 
7.  Thomasetta,  born  September  1,  1850,  on  Staten 
Island,  married  Rev.  George  Stephen  Bennett,  an 
Episcopal  clergyman  from  Connecticut.  Their  children 
were  Frederick  H.,  of  Madison,  New  Jersey;  Grace 
and  Lulu  (twins),  died  in  infancy;  Edwin  Noble,  of 
Milford,  Connecticut;  George  E.,  of  White  Plains, 
New  York;  Lawrence  E.,  of  Springfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  Joseph  Stephen,  of  Riverside,  Connecticut. 

Elmer  T.  Butler,  our  subject,  was  born  December 
2,  1847,  on  the  family  estate  and  received  his  educa¬ 
tional  training  in  the  local  public  schools  after  which 
he  labored  for  a  short  time  on  his  father’s  farm.  Not 
caring  to  follow  this  occupation  as  a  lifetime  calling 
he  went  to  Manhattan  where  he  worked  for  a  short 
time  in  a  stationery  manufacturing  establishment. 
Later  he  entered  the  produce  market  owned  and 
operated  by  his  brother,  Nathaniel,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  several  years. 

In  1880,  Elmer  T.  Butler  went  to  Colorado  where 
he  engaged  in  mining,  a  pursuit  that  had  proved 
profitable  and  of  deep  interest  to  two  elder  brothers. 
After  remaining  in  that  State  for  five  years  during 
which  time  he  not  only  participated  in  the  ownership 
of  the  mines,  but  also  managed  the  producing  activity 
of  them,  he  then  returned  to  Staten  Island.  How¬ 
ever,  he  has  since  taken  an  interest  in  numerous  min¬ 
ing  projects,  the  principal  one  being  the  Aspen  Mine 
of  Aspen,  Colorado.  One  of  the  authors  of  this  his¬ 
tory,  Charles  W.  Long,  while  traveling  in  the  West 
for  his  own  father,  who  was  an  importer  of  tool 


steel  among  other  things,  called  at  the  very  site  of 
Mr.  Butler’s  mines,  in  the  ’80s.,  when  it  was  a  tented 
settlement. 

L^pon  his  homecoming  Mr.  Butler  erected  a  home 
on  his  estate  which  is  located  on  Hylan  Boulevard, 
Richmond  Valley.  This  dwelling,  which  was  a  frame 
structure,  was  subsequently  destroyed  by  fire  but 
upon  the  same  site  he  built  his  present  residence, 
constructed  of  glazed  tile  and  stucco.  The  home, 
from  an  architectural  point  of  view,  is  one  of  the  finest 
on  the  island,  and  one  may  find  within  its  portals 
countless  antiques  and  treasures  collected  by  the 
owner.  Mr.  Butler  ably  directs  the  care  of  the  sixty 
acres  comprising  his  estate  with  its  beautiful  pines  and 
other  trees,  lawns  and  gardens.  Though  living  here 
and  managing  his  property  he  has  found  opportunity 
to  participate  in  various  outside  activities.  He  com¬ 
mutes  daily  to  New  York  to  look  after  his  business 
interests  and  there  has  social  connections  in  various 
clubs  such  as  being  a  life  member  of  the  New  York 
Athletic  Club  and  is  associated  with  the  Bankers’ 
Club. 

The  marriage  of  Elmer  T.  Butler  took  place  on 
October  16,  1879,  to  Mary  Josephine  Terry,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Captain  J.  K.  and  Emily  E.  Terry,  the  former 
a  Baltimore  sea  captain.  One  child,  Avis  Leonora, 
was  born  to  this  marriage.  Mrs.  Butler  died  April  2, 
1918,  and  their  daughter  is  also  deceased. 


JOHN  G.  CLARK — There  are  a  number  of  men 
who  have  attained  professional  success  on  Staten 
Island,  though  their  lives  have  not  been  indigenous 
to  this  vicinity.  Among  them  is  John  G.  Clark. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  Waterloo,  Seneca  County, 
New  York,  in  1868.  His  father  and  mother  were  of 
Welsh  and  Irish  origin.  He  had  two  sisters,  Mary 
(Mrs.  Robert  K.  Toaz)  and  Margaret  Emma  (Mrs. 
George  Dana  Sessions).  After  primary  and  academic 
education  in  Waterloo  schools,  he  attended  Hamilton 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1892.  In  1895 
he  completed  the  course  at  New  York  Law  School, 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  same  year. 

Association  with  the  law  firm  of  John  Widdecombe, 
of  Stapleton,  brought  him  to  Staten  Island.  In  1897 
he  began  independent  practice.  Albert  C.  Fach,  dis¬ 
trict  attorney  of  Richmond,  entered  his  office  in  1899 
and  has  been  connected  with  him  since  that  time. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Clark  served  as  counsel  for  the 
Stapleton  National  Bank;  he  was  president  from  1926 
to  1928.  For  many  years  he  had  as  his  clients  most 
of  the  corporations  and  large  business  men  on  the 
east  shore  of  Staten  Island. 


THEODORE  H.  SPRATT— In  the  civic  and 
social  progress  of  Staten  Island,  Theodore  H.  Spratt, 
resident  vice-president  of  the  Corn  Exchange  Bank 
Trust  Company,  has  taken  an  ardent  interest .  in 
behalf  of  such  endeavors.  Through  his  banking 
connections,  he  has  been  a  factor  in  promoting  indus¬ 
try,  increasing  commerce  and  creating  trade,  which 
have  also  added  materially  to  the  advancement  of  this 
community.  Mr.  Spratt  has  been  associated  with 
affairs  of  finance  during  his  entire  business  career, 
the  first  several  years  having  been  spent  in  one  of 
New  York’s  well  known  banking  institutions,  and 
subsequently  in  more  advanced  capacities  here  in 
Staten  Island. 

Theodore  H.  Spratt  was  born  in  London,  England, 
September  5,  1867,  son  of  William  H.  and  Julia  H. 
(Cottrell)  Spratt.  His  parents  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1871  and  located  at  first  in  Northampton, 
Massachusetts.  Later  they  removed  to  Clinton  and 
Worcester  in  the  same  State,  then  to  New  York. 
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William  H.  Spratt  was  associated  with  firms  in  the 
leather  goods  manufacture.  Staten  Island  became 
their  place  of  residence  about  1880.  There  were  four 
children  born  to  the  elder  Spratts,  namely:  Zephinia, 
William  H.,  Frederick  C.  and  our  subject  whose 
review  follows. 

Mr.  Spratt  was  educated  in  public  school  before 
and  after  coming  here  and  completed  his  classical 
studies  at  Trinity  School  in  New  York.  He  seemed 
destined  for  the  banking  business,  as  his  first  posi¬ 
tion  was  that  of  clerk  in  the  Mechanics  and  Traders 
Bank  in  Manhattan.  For  several  years  he  continued 
in  this  connection,  imbibing  thoroughly  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  banking  and  laying  the  foundation  for  his 
later  success. 

While  following  banking  in  New  York  and  resid¬ 
ing  here,  Mr.  Spratt  had  opportunity  to  become 
acquainted  with  local  banking  conditions.  In  1892, 
he  accepted  an  offer  from  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Staten  Island  and  thus  began  his  financial  career 
in  this  community.  He  attracted  many  new  patrons 
to  the  bank  and  his  advance  was  steady  and  con¬ 
sistent,  with  result  that  he  was  elected  cashier  in 
1896,  which  office  he  held  until  1905.  At  that  time 
the  Corn  Exchange  Bank  of  New  York  merged  the 
interests  of  the  First  National  Bank  with  its  own 
organization.  While  connected  with  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  he  served  under  presidents,  H.  E.  Alexander, 
J.  Frank  Emmons  and  C.  H.  Ingalls.  Mr.  Spratt 
was  appointed  assistant  manager  of  this  newly  formed 
banking  corporation  which  then  became  known  as 
the  Staten  Island  Branch  of  the  Corn  Exchange 
Bank  and,  still  later,  in  1929,  the  name  was  changed 
to  the  Corn  Exchange  Bank  Trust  Company.  As 
the  nominal  head,  he  has  ably  directed  the  affairs 
of  this  institution  and  has  brought  it  to  a  respected 
position  in  relation  to  local  business.  Appointed  man¬ 
ager  in  1911  and  vice-president  in  1928,  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  latter  capacity  since  that  time.  The 
new  bank  building,  erected  in  1915,  at  No.  24  Bay 
Street,  St.  George,  houses  the  Staten  Island  Branch 
of  the  Corn  Exchange  Bank'  Trust  Company,  and 
is  a  decided  addition  to  the  architectural  beauty  of 
this  section.  In  addition  to  its  banking  quarters, 
there  are  office  accommodations  on  the  upper  floors. 
In  point  of  service  Mr.  Spratt  is  one  of  the  few 
oldest  active  bankers  in  this  community. 

Among  his  fellow-citizens,  he  is  known  as  a  public- 
spirited  man  who  is  always  ready  to  help  in  civic 
advancement.  He  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
Richmond  Borough  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  since  its  organization.  In  club  and  social 
activities  he  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Club, 
the  Richmond  County  Country  Club,  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  local  Rotary  Club  and  is  a  director  of  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  things  of 
a  philanthropic  and  cultural  nature  he  is  associated 
as  a  trustee  of  the  Staten  Island  Hospital,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences,  a  director  of  the  Visiting  Nurses’  Association 
and  is  affiliated  with  other  similar  organizations.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  Mr.  Spratt  was  active  in  drives 
and  campaigns,  having  served  as  chairman  of  com¬ 
mittees  for  the  Red  Cross  and  Liberty  Loan  issues, 
giving  enthusiastically  of  his  time  and  energy  in  the 
interest  of  his  country. 

Theodore  H.  Spratt  married  at  the  Dutch  Re¬ 
formed  Church  in  Port  Richmond,  on  November  18, 
1892,  Lulu  Barber,  daughter  of  Adin  and  Louise 
(Corson)  Barber.  The  Corsons  are  of  pioneer  Staten 
Island  stock,  while  the  Barber  family  was  known  in 
oie  State  of  Texas  where  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Spratt  was  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr. 


and  Mrs.  Barber  resided  here  for  a  short  time  and 
then  removed  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


WALKER  WASHINGTON,  M.  D.— For  nearly 

a  half  century  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine, 
identified  as  consultant  to  the  staff  of  Richmond 
Memorial  Hospital,  and  during  his  active  career 
having  filled  important  medical  positions  of  trust,  Dr. 
Walker  Washington  of  Tottenville  can,  in  these 
mature  days  of  his  career,  look  back  with  a  degree 
of  satisfaction,  to  the  part  he  has  taken  in  the  med¬ 
ical  history  of  Richmond  County.  He  has  adminis¬ 
tered  to  the  needs  of  a  few  generations  of  citizens 
since  first  coming  here  and  by  virtue  of  his  experi¬ 
ence  and  seniority  as  a  practitioner  he  is  eminently 
qualified  among  the  men  of  medicine  of  this  com¬ 
munity. 

He  is  a  descendant  of  the  illustrious  Washing¬ 
ton  family  which  came  to  this  country  from  England 
and  settled  in  the  Virginia  colony  in  Colonial  times. 
They  were  numbered  among  the  gentle  folk  of  their 
times,  were  people  of  culture  and  owners  of  planta¬ 
tion  lands.  Dr.  Washington’s  family  was  located  in 
Fredericksburg,  in  that  State,  which  was  the  place 
of  George  Washington’s  boyhood  and  the  home  of 
many  bearing  the  name. 

Dr.  Washington  was  born  in  Fredericksburg,  No¬ 
vember  6,  i860,  the  son  of  Walker  H.  and  May 
(West)  Washington  and  the  grandson  of  Lawrence 
Washington.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  and  private  schools  of  Virginia  before  enter¬ 
ing  Richmond  College  in  1880.  After  remaining  here 
for  two  years  he  became  a  student  at  Richmond 
Medical  College  where  in  1883  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts  was  conferred  upon  him.  Further  medical 
study  at  Bellevue  Medical  College  in  New  York, 
resulted  in  his  graduation  as  Doctor  of  Medicine 
from  this  institution  in  1885.  After  serving  his 
interneship  at  Garfield  Memorial  College  Hospital  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  he  came  to  Staten  Island  in  the 
fall  of  1885  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Tottenville. 

From  that  time  to  the  present  Dr.  Washington 
has  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  principally 
throughout  the  South  Shore  district,  and  has  become 
instrumental  in  the  work  of  Richmond  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital.  He  served  as  attendant  physician  of  this  hos¬ 
pital,  as  chief  of  the  medical  staff  at  one  time  and 
is  now  consulting  physician  to  the  staff.  Like  others 
of  his  profession  he  has  found  opportunity  to  specialize 
in  his  medical  study  and  practice,  concentrating 
mainly  on  the  treatment  of  lung  and  heart  ailments. 

Though  the  greater  part  of  Dr.  Washington’s  time 
has  been  spent  in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling  in  the 
South  Shore  district,  he  is  widely  known  throughout 
the  island,  having  acted  as  president  of  the  Richmond 
County  Medical  Society  at  one  time  and  has  engaged 
in  other  activities,  chiefly  those  of  a  financial  and  civic 
nature.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Totten¬ 
ville  National  Bank,  having  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  interest  and  help  of  local  business  men  in  the 
founding  of  this  institution.  Besides  being  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  this  bank  at  the  present  time  he  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  of  the  Richmond  National  Bank. 

Dr.  Washington’s  other  affiliations  are  with  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  Aquehonga  Ath¬ 
letic  Club  of  Tottenville.  During  his  career  he  has 
applied  himself  to  laboring  earnestly  and  long  in  his 
profession,  being  of  the  belief  that  ardent  work  is 
the  principal  means  by  which  man  may  obtain  con¬ 
tentment  and  happiness.  Since  coming  to  Tottenville 
in  1885  he  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  this  village 
from  a  place  of  less  than  one  thousand  inhabitants 
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to  an  enterprising  community  numbering  more  than 
seven  thousand  at  the  current  writing.  The  entire 
district  and  its  people  have  come  to  mean  much  in  his 
life  here,  the  friendships  he  has  cultivated  and  the 
associations  he  has  made  lending  a  satisfaction  that 
has  been  deep  and  lasting.  Reminiscences  of  earlier 
times  in  Tottenville,  of  former  interests  and  activities, 
are  especially  dear  to  him. 

Dr.  Washington  married,  on  December  24,  1895, 
Mrs.  Freda  E.  (Kreischer)  Wanier,  daughter  of 
Simon  and  Marie  Kreischer,  who  had  one  son  by  her 
first  marriage.  She  was  of  a  family  of  German 
descent,  first  represented  on  Staten  Island  by  Bal¬ 
thasar  Kreischer,  a  master  builder,  who  erected  a 
large  brick  factory  and  built  around  it  the  town  of 
Kreischerville.  Mrs.  Washington’s  death  occurred  on 
February  14,  1922.  The  Washington  residence  is 
situated  at  No.  127  Main  Street,  Tottenville. 

EUGENE  G.  PUTNAM — We  have  in  a  previous 
volume  of  this  work  traced  the  slow  progress  of 
education  during  the  early  history  of  Staten  Island. 
We  have  shown  how  the  beginning  of  public  edu¬ 
cation  was  brought  about  by  the  two  school  masters 
provided  by  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel  from  1711  to  the  end  of  the  Revolution.  We 
have  told  with  pride  of  the  establishment  of  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York  immediately 
after  the  Revolution;  and  of  the  system  of  public 
schools  operated  thereunder  in  our  own  country.  Of 
such  public  schools  that  in  District  No.  6  of  North- 
field  had  come  by  1822  to  be  one  of  the  most  creditable, 
for  it  stood  on  Elizabeth  (now  New)  Street  in  the 
“Model  Village,”  as  it  was  called,  of  Port  Richmond, 
and  had  to  be  in  keeping  with  the  progressive  spirit 
of  the  people  whose  residences  surrounded  it. 

To  that  school  house,  with  its  enclosed  outside 
staircase,  there  came  in  1896  as  principal,  Eugene 
G.  Putnam;  he  formed  a  school  of  junior  grade, 
graduating  on  Regents’  Preliminary.  Mr.  Putnam 
was  born  January  26,  1864,  in  Hartwick,  Otsego 
County,  New  York,  the  son  of  Garrett  Post  and 
Samantha  (Bowe)  Putnam,  and  of  ancient  American 
ancestry.  He  received  his  education  at  Hartwick 
Seminary,  New  York,  also  Wyoming  Seminary  in 
Pennsylvania,  later  taking  a  post-graduate  course  at 
Columbia  University.  He  was,  therefore,  thirty-five 
years  of  age  when  he  began  to  convert  this  district 
school  into  the  No.  20,  of  which  Port  Richmond  is 
now  justly  proud.  He  brought  to  his  task  the  vigor 
of  young  manhood,  an  intellect  trained  for  the  work, 
and  years  of  practical  experience  in  the  teaching  pro¬ 
fession.  The  older  part  of  the  school  building  was 
erected  in  1898,  and  enlarged  in  1905.  The  scholastic 
work  increased  as  rapidly  as  the  building  and  soon 
included  a  four  years  high  school  course,  and  in  such 
educational  progress  he  gave  to  his  students  a  mental 
training  that  ranked  high.  In  many  other  details 
his  genius  led  the  children  of  his  school.  He  estab¬ 
lished  a  flower  and  vegetable  garden  on  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  new  building.  He  introduced 
a  children’s  savings  bank,  personally  making  the  first 
pass  books  used  by  the  pupils.  He  organized  the  first 
public  school  boy  band,  raising  the  money  for  the 
silver  plated  instruments  by  a  popular  subscription 
to  which  Mr.  Huyler,  the  candy  manufacturer,  gave 
the  first  five  hundred  dollars.  In  this  enterprise  he 
was  aided  by  Arthur  M.  Harris,  Harry  W.  Doremus, 
and  the  late  General  George  Wingate. 

A  unique  department  of  Mr.  Putnam’s  school  was 
the  toy  and  doll  mending  room,  where  annually  for 
a  few  weeks  before  Christmas,  discarded  playthings 
were  repaired  for  distribution  in  hospitals  and  day 


nurseries.  Mr.  Putnam  took  lessons  in  such  work 
in  a  department  store  in  New  York,  and  was  thereby 
enabled  to  effectively  direct  the  repair  of  these  cast 
off  but  useful  articles  which  gladdened  the  hearts  of 
poor  little  children.  The  work  thus  accomplished  in 
his  school  was  paralleled  in  his  community  life  in 
which  he  took  part  in  many  directions.  Unfortunately 
his  health  became  impaired  before  he  had  completed 
his  fiftieth  year,  and  death  closed  his  career  on  No¬ 
vember  9,  1913.  The  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
was  demonstrated  by  tributes  from  the  Masonic 
Order,  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  to  which  he  be¬ 
longed,  from  the  people  of  Westerleigh,  the  pastor 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  the  Staten  Island 
Teachers’  Association.  The  Putnam  Memorial  Foun¬ 
tain  in  the  public  park  at  Port  Richmond  was  given 
by  the  Mothers’  Club  of  Public  School  No.  20,  and 
the  teachers  and  alumni  of  the  school,  as  a  lasting 
token  of  the  affectionate  regard  in  which  his  memory 
lives. 

Mr.  Putnam  married  in  1892,  Marion  Camp,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  a  teacher  in  the 
high  school  of  Towanda,  in  that  State.  Two  sons 
were  born  to  them:  Kearney  C.  and  Winfield  B. 
Putnam. 

Mrs.  Putnam  like  her  husband,  has  ever  been 
interested  in  worthy  movements  and  has  held  a  num¬ 
ber  of  honors,  such  as  being  a  director  from  Staten 
Island  in  New  York  City  Federation  of  Women’s 
Clubs,  also  past  president  of  the  Woman’s  Club  of 
Port  Richmond  and  the  Mother’s  Club  of  Wester¬ 
leigh.  The  Putnam  family  residence  is  at  No.  734 
Jewett  Avenue,  Westerleigh. 


HUBBARD  R.  YETMAN— The  fabric  of  which 
the  history  of  the  old  families  of  Staten  Island  is 
composed  consists  of  many  threads,  which,  disen¬ 
tangled  by  the  biographer,  lead  through  many  chap¬ 
ters  of  Staten  Island  history  to  diverse  beginnings 
in  European  countries.  In  the  case  of  the  distin¬ 
guished  family  of  which  Arthur  H.,  Laura  B.,  Wil¬ 
liam  J.,  and  Grace  H.  Yetman  are  the  present  rep¬ 
resentatives  this  is  especially  true,  for  their  Dutch, 
French  and  English  ancestors  date  from  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century.  From  the  union  of  these  lines  sprang 
the  patriot  of  the  Revolution  for  whom  Abram  Cole 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  is 
named.  With  it  then  became  united  the  Totten  line, 
from  which  Tottenville  derived  its  name,  a  line  in¬ 
separably  connected  with  the  foundation  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Staten  Island.  Through  other  lines 
of  English  origin  the  beginnings  of  public  school 
education,  the  defence  of  our  country  against  foreign 
foes  and  domestic  intrigue,  are  involved  until  in 
Hubbard  R.  Yetman,  who  brought  the  name  to 
Staten  Island,  and  his  children,  we  reach  the  progress 
made  in  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  centuries,  with 
which  their  names  are  invariably  associated. 

In  order  to  substantiate  these  general  statements 
we  must  trace  each  line  of  descent  individually  until 
they  finally  unite  in  the  Yetman  line. 

(The  Cole  Line). 

This  line  starts  with  Cornelius  Lambertse  Cole, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  Holland  in  1639,  and 
through  intermarriages  with  Brittens,  Johnsons,  Wog- 
loms,  and  Stillwells,  leads  to  Ann  Cole,  daughter  of 
the  Abram  Cole  who  fought  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  who  married  John  Totten  on  February  14, 
1792. 

(The  Totten  Line). 

This  line  starts  with  John  Totten,  an  early  English 
settler  in  Westchester  County,  who  came  to  Staten 
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Island  before  the  Revolution,  and  through  the  inter¬ 
marriage  of  his  son,  Gilbert,  with  Mary  Butler, 
became  the  ancestor  of  the  John  Totten,  who  was 
conspicuous  in  the  founding  of  the  Methodist  Church 
on  Staten  Island,  and  in  the  civic  life  of  the  village 
known  as  Tottenville,  since  1832.  From  the  marriage 
of  John  Totten  and  Ann  Cole,  came  James  Totten 
(born  October  22,  1797,  died  November  13,  1879), 
and  from  his  marriage  with  Harriet  Brown  (born 
April  30,  1798,  died  August  20,  1885),  came  Ann 
Totten  (born  December  1,  1821,  died  January  15, 
1895). 

(The  Joline  Line). 

This  line  starts  with  Andre  Joline,  a  Huguenot 
emigrant,  who  married  Madelin  Poupin,  and  whose 
son  was  baptized  in  the  French  Church,  in  New 
York,  in  1694,  and  through  intermarriages  with 
Prices,  Valentines  and  Manees,  produced  William 
Manee  Joline  (born  January  22,  1818,  died  May  10, 
1902).  William  Manee  Joline  and  Ann  Totten  were 
married  October  28,  1839,  and  their  daughter,  Sarah 
Virginia  Joline,  was  born  February  26,  1848,  unit¬ 
ing  in  one  person  all  the  preceding  lines. 

(The  Yetman  Line). 

This  starts  with  Jeremiah  Yetman  of  Monmouth 
County,  New  Jersey,  of  pioneer  stock  in  that  State, 
and  through  the  marriage  of  his  son,  William  Arthur, 
with  Mary  Amy  Rively,  leads  to  Hubbard  Rively 
Yetman,  born  August  28,  1847.  The  latter’s  marriage 
on  July  13,  1870,  with  Sarah  Virginia  Joline,  estab¬ 
lished  the  Yetman  family  on  Staten  Island. 

Hubbard  R.  Yetman  was  born  in  Englishtown, 
Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey,  and  educated  at 
Monmouth  Hall,  Freehold.  He  enlisted  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  in  the  14th  New  Jersey  Volunteers  and 
served  throughout  the  Civil  War.  The  family  moved 
to  Staten  Island  during  this  period,  where  he  after¬ 
ward  spent  fifteen  years  teaching  in  the  public 
schools,  subsequently  establishing  a  real  estate  and 
insurance  business.  He  speedily  earned  the  respect 
of  the  community  and  was  elected  assemblyman  in 
1888,  in  1891  and  1892,  and  as  such  was  identified 
with  many  laws  beneficial  to  Staten  Island  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  those  affecting  the  boundary 
line  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York  in  the  Kill  Von 
Kull,  the  county  board  of  assessors,  the  county  board 
of  excise,  the  water  supply,  the  extension  of  the 
term  of  police  commissioners  to  five  years,  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  fund  for  pensioning  retired  police  officers, 
the  increase  of  the  police  force  in  the  county,  the 
terms  of  supervisors  and  giving  them  a  salary  of 
$1,000  per  year,  the  change  of  senatorial  and  con¬ 
gressional  districts,  to  cede  to  the  United  States 
property  adjoining  Fort  Wadsworth  and  to  tax  the 
property  known  as  Sailors  Snug  Harbor.  His  strong 
interest  in  education  led  to  his  appointment  as  district 
superintendent  in  1898.  His  own  town  elected  him 
supervisor  in  1897,  and  Lenhart  Post  No.  163,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  elected  him  Commander.  Mr. 
Yetman  lived  to  be  seventy-seven  years  of  age  and 
is  buried  in  Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal  Cemetery, 
where  a  handsome  monument  records  his  Masonic 
and  Civil  War  connections. 

The  children  of  Hubbard  R.  Yetman  and  Sarah 
Virginia  (Joline)  Yetman  are:  Mortimer  Hazleton, 
born  May  18,  1871,  died  July  21,  1871;  Laura 
Blatchford,  born  August  30,  1872;  Arthur  Hubbard, 
born  July  5,  1874;  Grace  Hazleton,  born  September 
16,  1876;  Anne  Louise,  born  May  15,  1882,  died 
August  13,  1882;  and  William  Joline,  born  July  3, 
1883.  Arthur  .H.  Yetman  married,  October  21,  1908, 
May  Cole  Disosway,  daughter  of  Daniel  W.  and 


Susan  E.  (Compton)  Disosway.  William  J.  Yetman 
married,  August  4,  1910,  May  Louise  Williams,  of 
Swansea,  Wales,  and  they  are  residents  of  Totten¬ 
ville. 

Continuing  the  traditions  of  the  family,  the  real 
estate  and  insurance  business  is  continued  by  the 
third  generation  as  a  means  of  support  and  the 
interest  in  civic  affairs  as  an  inevitable  consequence 
of  their  descent.  Laura  B.  Yetman  has  aided  in 
various  civic  and  social  movements  effecting  the 
community.  She  is  chairman  of  the  local  school  board 
district,  No.  54;  Past  Regent  of  Abram  Cole  Chap¬ 
ter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution;  vice- 
president  of  the  Conference  House  Association;  mem¬ 
ber  of  Philemon  Literary  and  Historical  Society  and 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  most  every  event 
of  the  last  thirty  years  for  public  good,  some  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  family  has  played  a  helpful,  though 
seldom,  an  obtrusive  part. 


CHARLES  RAWSON  KINGSLEY,  JR.,  M. 

D. — About  twenty  years  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  now  president  of  the  Richmond  County 
Medical  Society,  Dr.  Charles  R.  Kingsley,  Jr.,  is 
numbered  among  the  well-known  members  of  the 
profession  in  this  community.  Dr.  Kingsley  was  born 
in  Utica,  New  York,  June  19,  1883,  son  of  Rev. 
Charles  R.  and  Florence  (Morse)  Kingsley,  both  of 
whom  reside  in  Westerleigh.  Dr.  Kingsley  has  three 
brothers  and  a  sister:  Donald  M.,  James  M.,  John 
B.  and  Grace. 

Dr.  Charles  R.  Kingsley,  Jr.,  received  his  early 
education  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  at  the  German- 
English  Academy,  later  entering  the  Westerleigh 
Collegiate  Institute  on  Staten  Island,  subsequently 
graduating  from  Port  Richmond  High  School.  He 
then  matriculated  at  the  New  York  University,  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  the  class  of  1905,  after  which  he  entered  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  and  received  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1909.  After  serving  a  two- 
year  interneship  at  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  Dr. 
Kingsley  returned  to  Staten  Island  and  commenced 
a  general  practice.  Dr.  Kingsley  is  visiting  phy¬ 
sician  at  the  Staten  Island  Hospital.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  is 
president  of  the  Richmond  County  Medical  Society, 
to  which  office  he  was  elected  at  a  meeting  of  the 
society  on  December,  11,  1929.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association,  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  Staten  Island  Club  and  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  Fraternity.  During  the  World  War,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Medical  Examination  Board. 

Dr.  Charles  R.  Kingsley,  Jr.,  married,  October 
27,  1911,  Edith  Dunham,  daughter  of  Clark  and 
Margaret  (Miller)  Dunham,  of  Staten  Island,  and 
they  have  three  children:  Margaret,  a  student  at 
Curtis  High  School;  Charles  R.,  3d,  attending  Blair 
Academy;  and  Jean,  who  attends  Public  School 
No.  19. 


ABRAM  COLE — A  member  of  a  pioneer  Staten 
Island  family,  the  late  Abram  Cole  was  for  many 
years  prominent  in  the  life  of  the  island.  He 
proved  himself  a  business  man  of  the  progressive 
type  in  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  large 
lumber  and  coal  business,  which  was  established  near 
Tottenville,  at  what  is  now  known  as  Weir’s  Mills, 
by  his  father  in  1857,  and  was  carried  on  after  his 
death  by  Abram  Cole  and  his  brothers  under  the 
firm  name  of  Cole  Brothers.  The  energy  and  ability 
which  he  brought  to  his  business,  he  gave  to  his 
community  in  the  various  offices  which  he  was  called 
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upon  to  fill.  So  wide-spread  was  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  that,  though  a  Republican  in  a  Demo¬ 
cratic  community,  he  was  almost  continuously  in 
office  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Cole  was  born  on  Staten  Island  on  April  8, 
1856,  the  fourth  generation  of  his  family  to  bear  the 
name  Abram.  The  founder  of  this  line  in  America, 
Cornelius  Lambertse  Cool  (later  spelled  Cole),  came 
to  this  country  in  1637,  and  from  that  date  the  name 
appears  in  the  early  records  of  the  various  Atlantic 
settlements.  Cornelius  Cool  (or  Cole)  died  in  1663, 
and  it  is  recorded  that  in  1664  his  grandson,  Abram 
Cole,  received  a  patent  for  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  acres  of  land  on  Staten  Island.  This  Abram 
Cole,  according  to  the  Staten  Island  records  of  March 
4,  1712  was  appointed  court  clerk,  and  in  1737  he 
became  a  judge.  His  son,  Isaac  Cole,  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  man  on  Staten  Island  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
and  since  December  25,  1736,  when  his  son  Abram 
was  born,  there  has  always  been  an  Abram  Cole 
on  Staten  Island,  the  name  descending  through  four 
generations.  A  private  of  that  name  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Abram  Cole,  who  first  estab¬ 
lished  the  lumber  and  coal  business  near  Tottenville, 
was  born  on  September  23,  1810,  and  died  on  Sep¬ 
tember  14,  1876.  He  was  the  father  of  four  sons  and 
one  daughter:  Cornelius,  Jacob  W.,  Susan,  James 
T.  and  Abram. 

Our  subject,  Abram  Cole,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Tottenville,  and  later  undertook  a 
course  of  study  at  the  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Insti¬ 
tute.  When  he  completed  his  education,  he  entered 
the  coal  and  lumber  business  with  his  father,  which 
he  continued  to  operate  after  the  latter’s  death,  in 
association  with  his  brothers,  as  mentioned  previously. 
Though  he  was  always  an  active  Republican,  he 
never  sought  office,  but  he  was  forced  to  accept  pub¬ 
lic  position  because  of  the  urgency,  not  only  of  his 
own  party,  but  of  the  whole  community.  Three  times 
he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  town  clerk,  and  for 
six  successive  years  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
supervisor.  When  he  began  his  first  term  in  this 
capacity,  he  was  the  youngest  man  ever  to  hold  the 
office,  and  he  remained  in  office  more  consecutive 
years  than  any  other  man  of  his  generation.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  he  was,  next  to  Supervisor  Marsh, 
senior  member  of  the  board  in  length  of  service,  and 
from  the  fact  that  on  this  board  he  was  the  only 
Republican,  he  was  known  as  the  “Lone  Star.”  Mr. 
Cole’s  great  strength  with  the  electorate  lay  not  so 
much  in  his  politics  as  in  the  fact  that  he  always 
brought  to  bear  on  questions  of  public  policy,  the 
same  sound  principles  that  he  applied  to  his  own 
business.  He  was  repeatedly  urged  to  accept  the 
nomination  for  more  important  county  offices,  and  for 
member  of  the  assembly,  but  this  he  uniformly 
refused  to  do. 

In  1880,  Mr.  Cole  married  Blanche  Martin,  the 
only  daughter  of  Captain  Abel  and  Mary  (Palmer) 
Martin,  of  Tottenville.  Abel  Martin  was  captain  of 
a  whaler,  having  worked  his  way  up  to  this  position 
from  seaman  through  sheer  merit.  He  was  largely 
self-educated,  and  acquired  a  wide  knowledge  of 
navigation,  and  in  his  later  years,  gave  up  whaling 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  oyster  business  of 
Staten  Island.  He  was  a  natural  artist,  carving 
very  beautifully  in  whalebone,  and  was  possessed 
of  a  keen  business  sense,  which  was  indicated  by  his 
prediction  in  that  early  day  of  a  great  future  for 
Miami,  and  the  other  Florida  cities,  where  he  visited. 
He  was  assessor  for  a  number  of  years  in  Westfield. 
He  was  a  member  of  Huguenot  Lodge  of  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons.  His  father,  Nelson  Martin, 


was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  his  mother, 
Chloe  (Asher)  Martin,  came  from  an  old  English 
family.  Mary  (Palmer)  Martin  was  a  daughter  of 
Cornelius  and  Caroline  (Wood)  Palmer. 

Blanche  (Martin)  Cole  was  born  on  Staten  Island 
and  attended  the  Misses  Jones’  Private  School,  later 
also  attending  the  public  schools.  She  has  been  active 
in  many  phases  of  the  life  of  Staten  Island,  being 
a  member  of  the  Conference  House  Association,  the 
Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Arts  and  Science  Insti¬ 
tute,  the  Visiting  Nurses’  Association,  the  Philemon 
Literary  Society,  and  the  Staten  Island  Hospital. 
During  the  World  War  she  was  a  devoted  worker 
for  the  Red  Cross  and  other  war  work.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cole  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Ralph 
Martin,  (q.  v.)  and  Chester  (q.  v.) 

Abram  Cole’s  death  on  April  11,  1911,  was  a  great 
loss  to  the  residents  of  Staten  Island.  His  fine  capac¬ 
ity  for  making  and  retaining  friends  was  never  better 
illustrated  than  in  the  universal  sorrow  for  his  loss. 
He  might  have  expected  many  more  years  of  service 
to  his  community,  but  the  memory  of  his  work  and  of 
his  character  will  long  remain. 


RALPH  MARTIN  COLE— In  the  civic  and 
business  life  of  both  Staten  Island  and  New  York, 
Ralph  Martin  Cole,  of  Tottenville,  is  active  in  every¬ 
thing  that  concerns  the  advance  of  his  community 
for  public  good  and  welfare.  Mr.  Cole  is  one  of 
Staten  Island’s  native  sons  who  has  brought  honor 
to  this  section  during  his  entire  career,  both  during 
his  college  years  when  he  gained  fame  in  athletics 
as  well  as  in  more  recent  years  which  have  seen  his 
rise  to  prominence  in  business  as  well  as  in  other 
activities. 

Mr.  Cole  was  born  here,  August  15,  1883,  son 
of  Abram  and  Blanche  (Martin)  Cole  (q.  v.)  He  was 
educated  in  the  Tottenville  Public  School  No.  1, 
after  which  he  was  a  cadet  at  West  Point  Military 
Academy  for  six  months,  returning  to  enter  Staten 
Island  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1902.  He  then  matriculated  at  Wesleyan  University 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1906,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science.  At  college,  he  was  a  valuable 
member  of  the  football  squad  and  was  awarded  his 
letter,  while  he  was  also  a  star  of  the  track  team  and 
brought  many  laurels  to  his  alma  mater.  Upon  the 
completion  of  his  formal  education,  he  entered  busi¬ 
ness  and  his  first  position  was  that  of  clerk  with  the 
J.  W.  Davis  &  Company,  Wall  Street  brokers,  New 
York,  with  whom  he  was  connected  for  a  year.  He 
then  became  associated  with  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company  and  was  thus  engaged  for  three  years.  In 
1907,  he  became  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciated  Architects  which  office  he  held  for  four  years, 
when  in  1911,  he  founded  the  Photoprint  Company 
in  New  York,  of  which  organization  he  still  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  1919,  Mr. 
Cole  was  made  president  of  the  Central  Pharmacy, 
of  Tottenville,  and  he  has  ever  since  continued  to 
direct  the  affairs  of  this  establishment,  while  in  1920, 
he  became  a  director  in  the  Hamilton  Bank  Note 
Company  of  Brooklyn,  which  was  reorganized  at 
that  time.  In  civic  affairs,  Mr.  Cole  maintains  a 
sincere  and  constructive  interest,  being  ready  and 
willing  at  all  times  to  do  more  than  his  share  for 
the  benefit  of  his  community  and  the  improvement 
of  local  conditions.  He  was  first  president  of  the 
"South  Shore  Lions  Club  which  had  its  inception  in 
March,  1927,  and  in  this  capacity  has  done  much  to 
promote  the  development  of  this  section,  illustrating 
its  advantages  that  all  might  learn  of  the  possibilities 
of  this  steadily  advancing  part  of  the  metropolitan 
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district.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Conference  House 
Association,  and  in  fraternal  affairs,  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  Fraternity  and 
Club,  as  well  as  Lodge  No.  381,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  His  religious  adherence  is  given  to  St. 
Stephen’s  Church  of  Tottenville.  During  the  World 
War,  Mr.  Cole  was  actively  engaged  in  the  United 
States  Secret  Service  and  rendered  great  aid  to  the 
cause  by  his  work  in  the  metropolitan  district  of  New 
York. 

Ralph  Martin  Cole  married  Estelle  Bedell,  who 
was  born  on  Staten  Island,  daughter  of  James  W. 
and  Melissa  (Polhemus)  Bedell.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bedell  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Lester,  Her¬ 
bert  (q.  v.),  Joseph  T.,  and  Estelle,  who  married 
Ralph  M.  Cole.  Mrs.  Cole  is  a  member  of  the 
Philemon  Literary  Society,  the  Conference  House 
Association  and  Visiting  Nurse  Association,  and  takes 
an  active  part  in  all  charitable  and  philanthropic 
affairs.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Mildred  B.,  born  August  29,  1916,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Public  School  No.  1  and  Lois  B.,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  24,  1921.  Mr.  Cole  has  one  brother,  Chester 
(q.  v.)  The  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  7451 
Amboy  Road,  Tottenville. 


HON.  MORGAN  M.  L.  RYAN — For  nearly  two 
decades,  until  his  retirement  in  1924,  in  one  of  the 
most  interesting  periods  of  our  city’s  history,  the  Hon. 
Morgan  M.  L.  Ryan  served  in  the  Judiciary  of 
Greater  New  York.  During  his  tenure  of  office  an 
undeniable  interest  in  child  welfare  was  manifested 
within  him,  and  today,  as  president  of  the  Richmond 
County  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children,  he  devotes  a  great  deal  of  his  time  in 
behalf  of  the  youth  of  our  community.  In  addition 
to  his  many  responsibilities  on  the  bench,  he  likewise 
took  and  ever  has  taken  a  lively  part  in  the  affairs 
of  Richmond  County,  and  legally  to  a  marked  degree 
has  represented  a  clientele  closely  allied  with  the 
general  progress  of  our  borough. 

Morgan  M.  L.  Ryan,  son  of  Michael  and  Catharine 
Ryan,  is  a  native  of  Genesee  County,  New  York. 
It  was  in  the  Genesee  Valley  district  that  many 
prominent  families  of  New  York  State  settled  in  early 
times,  among  them  being  the  Wadsworths  of  whom 
ex-United  States  Senator  James  W.  Wadsworth  is 
a  present-day  representative.  Here  in  the  local  dis¬ 
trict  schools  our  subject  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  which  was  supplemented  by  preparatory  studies 
at  the  Batavia  High  School.  Intent  on  following  a 
law  career  he  entered  Cornell  University,  and  grad¬ 
uated  from  this  institution  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Laws,  class  of  1896.  He  was  then  awarded 
a  post-graduate  scholarship  at  the  same  seat  of 
learning;  also  served  for  a  time  as  assistant  librarian 
of  the  Cornell  Law  School. 

With  this  well-founded  background,  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  New  York  Bar  in  1897,  shortly  after 
entering  upon  his  professional  duties  in  Staten  Island 
with  offices  on  Richmond  Terrace,  New  Brighton. 
For  the  following  ten  years  he  carried  on  an  exten¬ 
sive  general  law  practice,  during  which  time  he  was 
also  retained  as  counsel  and  was  actively  engaged  in 
trial  work  for  various  Staten  Island  corporations, 
including  the  Richmond  Light  and  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany;  the  Staten  Island  Rapid  Transit  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany;  the  New  York  and  Richmond  Gas  Company; 
the  New  Brighton  Cooperative  Savings  and  Loan 
Association  and  other  important  interests. 

In  October,  1907,  Judge  Ryan  entered  upon  his 
judicial  career  being  honored  by  appointment  from 
Mayor  George  B.  McClellan  as  a  judge  of  the  Court 


of  Special  Sessions  of  the  City  of  New  York,  filling 
an  unexpired  term.  For  some  years  the  disposition 
of  juvenile  cases  formed  a  part  of  the  general  routine 
of  this  court,  but  the  need  for  special  children’s 
divisions  throughout  the  city  became  so  evident  that 
in  1910  the  then  presiding  justice,  Hon.  Isaac  Frank¬ 
lin  Russell  assigned  Judge  Ryan  to  the  task  of 
organizing  the  first  juvenile  courts  in  the  boroughs 
of  Richmond  and  Queens.  Under  his  able  direction 
these  divisions  were  inaugurated  and  in  1915,  he  was 
again  instrumental  in  the  establishment  of  the  first 
juvenile  court  in  the  Bronx. 

In  January,  1914,  in  response  to  a  strong  indepen¬ 
dent  non-partisan  movement,  fostered  by  citizen’s  com¬ 
mittees  and  practically  all  of  the  charitable  and  child 
welfare  organizations  in  Greater  New  York,  Judge 
Ryan  was  reappointed  by  Mayor  John  Purroy  Mitch- 
el  as  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Special  Sessions 
tor  a  full  term  of  ten  years.  However,  it  soon  became 
apparent  that  the  new  Children’s  Courts,  which,  as 
stated  before,  were  originally  parts  of  the  Court  of 
Special  Sessions,  should  be  conducted  as  separate 
judicial  tribunals.  Accordingly,  Judge  Ryan  and  four 
of  his  associates  were  designated  by  the  mayor  to 
preside  exclusively  in  the  above-mentioned  courts 
under  a  system  of  rotation.  He  was  engaged  in  this 
capacity  until  his  retirement  from  the  bench  on 
January  1,  1924. 

Membership  in  various  local  bodies  is  an  index 
to  the  social  and  cultural  inclinations  of  the  judge 
and  we  find  his  name  on  the  roster  of  several  organ¬ 
izations,  including  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  of  which  he  is  a  trustee;  Richmond 
County  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children  which  he  serves  as  president,  and  the  Staten 
Island  Visiting  Nurses’  Association  of  which  he  is 
counsel  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  New  York  State  Bar 
Association,  the  Delta  Chi  college  fraternity,  and  has 
other  affiliations. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War  Judge  Ryan 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Richmond  County 
Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross  and  has  served 
as  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  since  its 
inception.  During  that  great  conflict  and  since  the 
Armistice  he  has  been  ever  active  in  the  care  of 
families  of  service  men,  which  work  is  also  han¬ 
dled  by  the  Red  Cross  through  their  Home  Service 
Section  of  which  he  is  chairman. 

Since  retiring  from  the  bench  Judge  Ryan  has 
traveled  extensively,  however,  devoting  his  leisure 
time  on  Staten  Island  in  the  aiding  of  all  matters 
concerning  the  welfare  of  children.  His  residence 
is  at  the  Staten  Island  Club,  of  which  he  is  an 
active  member. 


REGINALD  PHILLIPPS  WARD— Recognized 
as  one  of  America’s  foremost  water  color  painters 
and  illustrators  whose  rare  talent  and  experience  in 
his  art  won  for  him  a  position  of  national  fame,  the 
late  Reginald  Phillipps  Ward  was  a  Staten  Island 
citizen  of  nearly  twenty-five  years’  standing.  A 
native  of  the  Middle  West  and  in  his  work  a  patient 
and  conscientious  artist,  he  was  blessed  with  an  abid¬ 
ing  appreciation  of  beauty  and  color  which  combined 
with  a  quiet  personality  equipped  him  adequately  for 
the  tasks  that  lay  within  his  province.  A  recent  exhibit 
of  his  great  work  in  art  being  in  the  gallery  of  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  in 
realty  it  was  a  testimony  and  memorial  to  his  super¬ 
mind  and  skill  as  one  of  the  greatest  artists  who  lived 
here. 

Reginald  Phillipps  Ward  was  born  in  Summit. 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


1 7 


Wisconsin,  October  n,  1876,  his  parents  having  been 
Fordyce  and  Cornelia  (Stetson)  Ward,  of  that  place. 
His  mother  was  a  concert  singer  and  a  talented 
musician  from  whom  her  son  inherited  much  of  his 
genius. 

His  early  education  was  received  in  public  school, 
after  which  he  began  the  study  of  what  was  to  become 
his  life  occupation.  To  this  end  he  studied  art  in 
Boston  under  the  guidance  of  Philip  Hale  and  Frank 
Benson  for  two  years  before  journeying  to  Paris  to 
take  further  courses  at  the  famous  Academie  Julien. 
His  tutors  there  were  Paul  Laurens  and  Benjamin 
Constant.  At  this  institution  he  was  awarded  a  first 
prize  for  meritorous  work  as  an  illustrator.  Addi¬ 
tional  study  of  his  art  was  acquired  at  the  Academie 
de  la  Cluse  and  in  the  studio  of  Alphonse  Mucha, 
the  learned  French  master  and  instructor. 

Crossing  the  English  Channel  Mr.  Ward  went  to 
London  where  he  aided  in  the  compiling  and  the 
work  of  designing  the  “Historians’  History  of  the 
World.”  This  labor,  which  involved  not  only  a 
thorough  understanding  of  his  art  but  a  knowledge 
of  historical  facts  as  well,  was  accomplished  with  an 
accuracy  that  led  him  later  in  life  to  undertake 
similar  works  colored  with  a  historical  background. 

Coming  to  the  United  States  a  few  years  after  his 
marriage,  to  renew  his  work,  as  his  foundational 
training  was  considered  past  and  mastered,  he  soon 
took  up  his  residence  at  Arrochar,  Staten  Island. 
Later  Mr.  Ward  and  his  family  removed  to  Brook¬ 
field  Center,  a  country  town  nestling  in  the  foothills 
of  Connecticut,  where  the  peace  and  quiet  of  rural 
life  proved  an  inspiration  to  his  art.  After  accom¬ 
plishing  a  substantial  amount  of  work  here  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Staten  Island  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his 
life  among  the  friends  and  companions  whom  he 
cherished  here. 

He  toiled  ceaselessly;  first  to  devote  all  of  his 
time  to  the  work  he  was  always  fond  of  and,  finally 
to  become  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  exponents 
of  his  art  in  the  country.  Successful  in  the  latter 
aim  he  completed  water  colors  and  oil  paintings 
which  won  high  acclaim  and  his  commissions  in  this 
calling  were  many. 

Not  merely  an  illustrator  but  a  painter  of  vast 
charm  and  ability,  his  landscapes  were  particularly 
pleasing.  In  addition,  he  became  an  authority  on 
period  costumes  and  did  excellent  work  with  the 
historical  subjects  in  which  Staten  Island  has  always 
been  so  rich.  He  became  greatly  interested  in  the 
civic  development  of  this  borough  which  is  fast  be¬ 
coming  a  populous  district  whose  institutions  are  now 
comparable  in  proportion  to  their  size,  to  those  of 
the  other  four  boroughs  of  New  York  City.  The 
history  of  this  island,  its  early  beginnings,  pioneer 
families  and  development  all  conspired  to  build  up 
ample  material  for  much  of  his  work. 

Besides  his  work  in  connection  with  the  publishing 
of  the  “Historians’  History  of  the  World,”  Mr. 
Ward  drew  illustrations  for  “Harper’s  Magazine” 
and  for  numerous  books  of  American  publication.  In 
recent  years  he  compiled  drawings  for  “The  Customs 
of  Mankind,”  written  by  Lillian  Eichler,  in  addition 
to  illustrating  a  new  children’s  edition  of  Long¬ 
fellow’s  “Hiawatha.”  Death  overtook  him  when  he 
had  nearly  completed  a  series  of  cover  designs  for 
“Needlecraft,”  that  outstanding  national  household 
magazine.  This  latter  work  gave  him  full  opportunity 
to  make  use  of  a  historical  background,  the  designs 
showing  both  a  wealth  of  historic  knowledge  and  a 
fresh  originality  in  workmanship.  These  covers  de¬ 


picted  the  history  of  needle-work  from  prehistoric 
times  to  the  present  age. 

The  memorial  exhibition  referred  to  in  the  first 
part  of  this  narrative,  was  on  view  at  the  Public 
Museum  in  early  1930  and  included  water  colors,  pen- 
and-ink  sketches,  canvasses  in  oil  and  the  originals 
of  many  of  the  best  of  his  illustrative  works. 

Mr.  Ward  was  for  many  years  associated  with  the 
Staten  Island  Little  Theater,  an  organization  he 
helped  to  found,  and  in  this  connection  took  an  active 
part  in  several  of  the  theater’s  productions  including 
the  Green  Room  presentations.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  theater  and  chairman 
of  its  art  section. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  when  he 
was  in  England,  to  Dorothea  Foley,  of  Salisbury. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  June  8,  1902  in  Salis¬ 
bury  Cathedral.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  sons,  both 
of  whom  were  born  on  Staten  Island.  They  are 
John  Phillipps  Ward,  born  in  1904,  who  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  in  Manila,  the  Philippines;  and  Stetson  Ward, 
born  in  1907,  and  now  residing  in  Manhattan.  The 
Ward  home  is  situated  at  No.  9  St.  Mark’s  Place, 
New  Brighton,  and  contains  many  rare  articles  of 
value  including  old  silver,  china  and  periodical  furni¬ 
ture. 


REV.  OTTO  L.  F.  MOHN— By  his  diligent  and 
energetic  work  for  the  betterment  of  the  community, 
and  by  the  unsparing  bestowal  of  his  time  and  his 
ability  on  every  project  which  had  for  its  object  the 
improvement  and  advancement  of  Staten  Island,  the 
Rev.  Otto  L.  F.  Mohn  gained  the  deep  respect  and 
sincere  admiration  of  the  residents  of  Richmond  Bor¬ 
ough.  As  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Port 
Richmond  Dr.  Mohn  had  been  to  the  forefront  in 
all  community  work  and  it  is  not  overstating  to  assert 
that  his  services  were  practically  indispensable  to 
the  progress  of  the  island.  His  recent  removal  to 
Asbury  Park,  New  Jersey,  to  continue  in  his  calling 
doubtless  will  have  a  like  influence  in  those  environs. 

Dr.  Mohn  was  born  in  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  on 
February  1,  1876.  He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Leo¬ 
pold  and  Cornelia  (Huber)  Mohn,  the  former  a  native 
of  Westphalia,  Germany,  and  the  latter  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  prominent  pioneer  New  Jersey  family.  After 
completing  his  theological  course  in  Germany  the 
Rev.  Leopold  Mohn  went  to  the  South  Sea  Islands 
as  a  missionary  and  came  to  this  country  about  1862, 
settling  in  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  where  he  later 
married.  He  was  active  in  church  work  there  most 
of  his  life  and  was  the  organizer  of  as  many  as  thir¬ 
teen  churches  of  the  Reformed  Faith  in  that  section. 
He  was  also  the  author  of  many  books  in  the  Ger¬ 
man  language  on  religious  and  lay  subjects. 

The  early  training  and  education  of  Dr.  Mohn  was 
obtained  in  the  Collegiate  School  of  the  City  of  New 
York.  He  then  took  a  course  at  Rutgers  Univer¬ 
sity,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  where  he  received 
his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1894.  He  later 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity  at  the 
New  Brunswick  Theological  Seminary.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  theological  studies,  Dr.  Mohn’s  first  pas¬ 
torate  was  the  Reformed  Church,  at  Fairfield,  New 
Jersey,  where  he  remained  from  1897  to  1902.  His 
successive  pastorates  were  then  as  follows:  Green¬ 
ville  Reformed  Church,  Jersey  City,  1902  to  1904; 
Marble  Collegiate  Church,  New  York  City,  1904  to 
1906;  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Warsaw,  New 
York,  1906  to  1911.  In  1911  he  was  called  to  the 
Reformed  Church  on  Staten  Island,  where  he  was 
very  active  •  in  the  church  as  well  as  community 


S.  I.— -2 


i8 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


affairs.  In  1915  his  church  celebrated  its  two  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary,  a  notable  occasion  which  is 
a  treasured  memory  to  Dr.  Mohn  and  his  former 
parishioners.  Dr.  Mohn  takes  a  great  interest  in 
church  organizations  and  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Clergy  Club  of  New  York.  He  is  a  former 
president  of  the  Reformed  Church  Pastors’  Associa¬ 
tion  and  for  some  years  held  the  same  office  in  the 
Clerical  League  of  Staten  Island,  an  organization 
which  had  its  inception  in  Dr.  Mohn’s  home  at  Port 
Richmond  in  1915.  The  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce  elected  him  to  membership  in  recognition 
of  his  splendid  work  for  the  community.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Boy  Scout  Council  on  the 
island  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  on  the  official 
board  of  that  organization.  He  is  an  active  Rotarian, 
having  been  a  member  since  1912  and  was  Governor 
of  the  Twenty-ninth  District  of  the  Rotary  Inter¬ 
national,  having  charge  of  over  fifty  clubs  in  the 
eastern  part  of  New  York  State.  Dr.  Mohn  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Delta  Phi  College  Club  of  New 
York.  During  the  World  War  he  was  a  major  in 
the  New  York  Police  Reserve  and  took  a  leading 
part  in  all  the  drives  in  his  district.  In  1928  Dr. 
Mohn  terminated  his  church  affiliations  here  and  sub¬ 
sequently  took  up  his  new  pastorate  in  Asbury  Park. 

On  June  22,  1897,  Dr.  Mohn  was  married  at 
Beverly,  New  Jersey,  to  Rebecca  Hovey  Allen,  the 
daughter  of  John  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Hovey)  Allen, 
the  former  a  descendant  of  old  Philadelphia  Quaker 
stock  and  the  latter  representative  of  an  old  family 
of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Allen  was  for 
many  years  connected  with  the  prominent  manufac¬ 
turing  firm  of  S.  L.  Allen  &  Company,  operated 
by  his  brother,  which  concern  held  a  leading  position 
in  the  industrial  life  of  the  Quaker  City.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Mohn  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  1.  Elizabeth  Allen,  a  graduate  of  Vassar  Col¬ 
lege;  married  to  J.  Herbert  McCrum,  of  Staten 
Island,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Edward  A.  and  J.  Herbert,  Jr.  2.  Rebecca  Jane,  a 
graduate  of  New  Jersey  College  for  Women;  mar¬ 
ried  to  Lawrence  B.  Hillyer,  of  Staten  Island.  3. 
John  Allen,  a  graduate  of  Rutgers  University.  4. 
Helchen  Winifred,  now  an  art  student  in  Paris, 
France. 


DAVID  JAQUES  TYSEN,  2d— In  narrating 

the  history  of  pioneer  families  of  various  commun¬ 
ities  it  is  often  cause  for  regret  to  writers  of  such 
works  that  the  ranks  of  Colonial  stock  have  thinned 
through  the  passing  years.  Among  the  causes  that 
contribute  to  this  fate  are:  the  inevitable  call  at  the 
end  of  each  one’s  life,  thus  causing  partial  or  total 
extinction  of  these  time  honored  people,  their  removal 
to  other  localities  and  because  of  reversion  to  the 
female  line,  thus  preventing  the  surname  being  car¬ 
ried  forward  through  father  to  son. 

Staten  Island,  however,  is  fortunate  to  a  degree 
in  being  a  community  where  both  descendants  of  old 
families  and  their  names  are  still  extant  in  goodly 
number,  and  prominent  among  them  are  the  Tysens, 
who  for  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  have  been 
seated  on  native  soil.  Possessed  of  fertile  mentality 
and  ruggedness  of  body,  seven  generations  of  this 
family  coupled  with  its  hearty  collateral  lines  showed 
the  culmination  of  its  qualities  and  attributes  in  the 
late  David  J.  Tysen,  2d,  who,  until  his  recent  death 
on  August  8,  1928,  was  resident  among  us,  in  his 
eighty-seventh  year.  Like  his  father  who  had  con¬ 
siderable  knowledge  of  the  law,  he  showed  a  similar 
aptitude  for  the  subject  and  became  a  member  of  the 
legal  profession;  and  like  both  father  and  grandfather, 


a  supporter  of  the  church,  also  of  benevolent  and 
civic  institutions.  His  chief  vocation  and  activities 
were  concerned  with  realty  affairs.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  in  most  pioneer  families  their  property 
diminished  with  each  succeeding  generation,  whereas, 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Tysen,  his  holdings  were  increased 
perceptibly  over  those  of  his  forebears  to  the  extent 
that  in  more  current  years  he  was  the  possessor  of 
the  greatest  amount  of  island  acreage  held  by  any 
individual.  The  original  Tysen  crown  grant  acquired 
in  1676,  and  the  homestead  erected  thereon  in  1680 
at  Karle’s  Neck,  near  old  St.  Andrew’s  Church, 
(the  latter  still  being  retained  by  his  family)  was 
owned  by  him  along  with  other  valuable  property. 
The  beautiful  Tysen  home,  surrounded  by  broad 
acres,  is  situated  at  the  cross  roads  of  Todt  Hill 
Road  and  Ocean  Terrace,  on  Todt  Hill,  the  very 
highest  point  on  the  island.  This  locality  as  well  as 
the  adjacent  districts  have  been  the  location  of  much 
of  his  important  real  estate  activities  for  more  than 
half  a  century. 

The  family  Tysen  history  begins  with  Thys  Barent- 
sen  who  came  from  Leirdam,  Holland.  With  his  wife 
and  three  children,  he  arrived  in  New  Amsterdam 
in  the  ship,  “St.  Jean  Baptist”  in  May,  1661.  He 
was  then  about  forty  years  of  age,  one  of  the 
petitioners  for  land  on  Staten  Island  in  August,  1661, 
and  one  of  its  permanent  settlers.  In  1672  he  was 
present  at  the  appraisal  of  his  neighbor’s  estate,  that 
of  Walraven  Luten.  He  was  appointed  in  1673, 
“Schepen”  or  magistrate,  and  a  witness  in  a  law  suit 
in  1682  at  which  time  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  He  died  in  1682,  without  a  will.  Letters 
of  administration  were  granted  to  Paulus  Richards, 
his  widow  Scytie  having  declined  to  act  in  this 
capacity. 

Barne  Tysen,  we  assume,  was  his  son,  the  change 
in  surname  being  not  uncommon  at  that  period. 
Barne  Tysen  married  Maria  Kroesen  in  1672,  received 
the  aforementioned  grant  of  land  from  Governor 
Andros,  in  1676,  and  had  his  cattle-mark  recorded 
in  1681.  His  three  sons  were,  Abraham,  Cornelius 
and  David;  one  of  them  was  baptized  in  1680.  (Tys 
Barendz  being  a  witness.) 

From  Barne  Tysen,  David  J.  Tysen,  2d,  is  de¬ 
scended  as  follows:  David,  son  of  Barne,  married 
Magdalena  Morgan  in  1698,  died  in  1710.  Barent 
and  Sarah  were  their  children. 

Barent,  born  in  1699,  married  Elizabeth  Swain  in 
1723,  died  in  1752.  Three  children  were  born  to 
them,  Elizabeth,  David  and  John. 

John,  born  in  1731,  married  Cordelia  Bergen  in 
1757,  died  in  1808.  This  John  Tysen  inherited  the 
Tysen  property,  was  a  member  of  the  local  commit¬ 
tee  of  safety  in  1775,  a  trustee  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  1787,  an  elder  in  1797,  a  supervisor  of 
Northfield  Township  in  1789-91-98,  and  was  active  in 
the  township  generally.  He  appears  to  have  had  two 
sons,  one  of  whom  was  known  as  Captain  John 
Tysen. 

Captain  John,  born  in  1758,  married  Elizabeth 
Jaques,  in  1798,  died  in  1827.  He  was  a  deacon,  and 
treasurer  in  1802,  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  and 
a  supervisor  from  1805  to  1809,  of  Castleton.  The 
resolutions  adopted  in  his  honor  are  printed  in  Bay- 
les’  History  of  Richmond  County,  page  585.  The 
surviving  members  of  the  Consistory  wore  “Crape 
on  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of  thirty  days.”  He 
had  a  large  family  of  ten  children;  George  Wash¬ 
ington,  Hariette  M.,  David  J.,  1st,  Isaac  F.,  Eliza, 
William  H.,  Charles,  Louisa,  Sarah,  and  one  other 
unrecorded. 

David  Jaques  Tysen,  1st.,  son  of  Captain  John, 


I*'**  Historical  Pub  Co 


Eng  by  E  C  Williams  4  Bro  N  Y 


'9 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


and  father  of  the  subject  of  this  narrative,  was 
born  August  28,  1807.  He  married  Elizabeth  P. 
Lake,  December  29,  1831,  and  died  March  27,  1885, 
leaving  a  memory  of  a  well  spent  life.  When  only 
nineteen  years  of  age  his  father  died,  and  he  then 
assumed  charge  of  and  successfully  managed  the 
family  estate  from  that  time  on.  He  took  a  lively 
and  judicious  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  though 
he  avoided  holding  public  office,  was  a  man  of  great 
influence  in  the  community.  He  was  a  student  of 
various  subjects  of  his  time,  being  partitularly 
versed  in  law,  was  often  called  upon  for  advice,  and 
many  legal  problems  were  thus  solved  through  his 
wise  counsel.  His  firm,  yet  kindly  and  sympathetic 
character  won  universal  respect.  His  wife,  a  woman 
of  refinement,  was  devoted  to  the  duties  of  her 
church.  Members  of  her  family  were  allied  in  the 
cause  of  the  Colonies  and  fought  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  To  this  union  were  born  fourteen  chil¬ 
dren,  among  them  being:  Daniel  W.,  David  J.,  2d., 
Mary  E.,  Margaret  L.,  Josephine,  Georgianna  and 
Lauretta.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  P.  (Lake)  Tysen  died  on 
January  25,  1898.  Of  these  children,  some  died  in 
the  years  past;  however,  Daniel  W.  lived  until 
recently  and  reached  the  age  of  ninety  years.  David 
J.  2d,  our  subject  as  is  shown  reached  a  very  mature 
age  and  Georgianna  survives. 

The  Tysens  seem  to  have  been  typically  Staten 
Islanders  since  their  arrival  here.  Tysen  grant  and 
homestead  at  Karle’s  Neck  essentially  has  been  the 
headquarters  of  the  family,  and  there  in  the  family 
burial  plot  many  of  its  members  rest.  Various  mem¬ 
bers  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  island  but  few 
went  far  afield,  excepting  in  recent  times.  Their 
marriages  have  been  principally  with  members  of 
other  pioneer  families.  Indeed,  it  resembles  a  big 
tree  with  numerous  branches. 

On  February  3,  1841,  at  New  Dorp,  in  the  Tysen 
home  in  the  lane  which  bears  the  same  name,  David 
Jaques  Tysen,  2d,  was  born.  As  a  boy,  he  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  old  Black  Horse  School  house  on 
Amboy  Road,  supplementing  this  with  further  learn¬ 
ing  at  the  David  B.  Scott  School  in  New  York, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  to  the  Free  Academy 
now  known  as  the  City  College  of  New  York.  He 
began  study  of  the  law  under  Hon.  Truman  Smith 
in  the  latter’s  offices  at  No.  49  Wall  Street,  New 
York,  who  was  then  United  States  Senator  from 
Connecticut.  After  three  years  of  such  prepara¬ 
tion,  young  Tysen  went  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  with  let¬ 
ters  of  recommendation  to  Long  John  Wentworth, 
a  noted  public  figure,  and  others  of  prominence.  The 
letters  certified  that  the  bearer  was  a  qualified  law 
student  which  enabled  him  to  be  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  that  State.  He  practiced  in  his  profession  two 
years  and  upon  returning  East  on  a  visit,  found  his 
father  in  poor  health  and  somewhat  alone,  so  he 
decided  to  stay  here  to  be  near  him. 

In  addition  to  assisting  his  parent  with  various 
business  matters,  the  young  lawyer  turned  his  hand 
to  farming  and  real  estate,  his  legal  experience  being 
of  great  help  to  him.  That  was  the  inception  (about 
sixty  years  ago)  of  Staten  Island’s  oldest  real  estate 
developer.  He  first  acquired  the  Anthony  Johnson 
farm  which  was  one  of  the  pioneer  tracts  on  the 
island.  Following  that  he  bought  the  Tysen  farm 
at  New  Dorp,  the  Cross  farm  from  William  H. 
Vanderbilt,  the  Clawson  farm,  the  Taylor  farm, 
the  Katy  Guyon  farm,  the  Edward  Noble  farm,  the 
Abraham  Cole  farm,  the  Hornby  farm,  the  Tunis 
Egbert  farm,  the  Cornelius  Egbert  farm,  and  the 
Dr.  Edgar  farm  at  Greenridge,  including  salt 
meadows,  all  of  which  totalled  1,600  acres.  These 


farms  were  improved  and  rented  Id  various  individ¬ 
uals  for  gardening  purposes.  Mr.  Tysen,  during 
this  period,  purchased  the  old  Tysen  grant  and  home¬ 
stead  at  Karle’s  Neck.  As  time  went  on  he  sub¬ 
divided  and  sold  considerable  of  his  property  for 
home  sites  and  other  purposes. 

In  the  latter  6o’s  he  was  also  largely  engaged  in 
growing  tomatoes  which  were  shipped  to  New  York. 
Due  to  keen  competition  in  the  produce  market  he 
determined  to  build  a  canning  factory  to  cure  the 
uncertainty  of  price.  He  built  a  tin  shop  and  can¬ 
ning  factory  on  the  Anthony  Johnson  farm  at  New 
Dorp.  There  he  canned  tomatoes,  corn  and  squash, 
thus  providing  a  more  staple  market  the  year  round 
for  his  produce,  selling  much  for  domestic  consump¬ 
tion  and  considerable  for  foreign  shipment.  He  retired 
from  this  field  of  activity  about  twenty-five  years 
ago. 

Later,  in  the  early  70’s  he  entered  the  iron  mining 
business  on  Staten  Island,  operating  two  mines,  one 
on  Todt  Hill  Road  and  one  on  Jewett  Avenue, 
besides  others  which  were  leased  by  him.  For  sev¬ 
eral  years  he  conducted  these  mines  employing  a 
large  force  of  men.  He  had  two  docks,  one  at  Jewett 
Avenue,  West  Brighton,  and  the  other  at  Rich¬ 
mond  on  the  creek,  where  ore  was  loaded  in  scows 
and  canal  boats.  His  output  of  about  120,000  tons 
was  sold  to  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company  and  the 
Pennsylvania  Steel  Company.  These  two  firms  after¬ 
wards  purchased  a  mine  in  Cuba  where  they  found 
the  same  grade  of  Hematite  ore  and  of  superior 
quality.  On  account  of  lower  labor  costs  they  dis¬ 
continued  their  purchase  from  Mr.  Tysen,  being  able 
to  mine  in  that  country  and  ship  north  much  cheaper 
than  the  cost  of  local  ore.  This  ended  mining  on 
Staten  Island  and  his  were  probably  the  last  mines 
here  in  operation.  Mr.  Tysen  had  considerable  knowl¬ 
edge  of  investment  and  securities  and  at  one  time 
was  a  substantial  trader  in  Wall  Street.  At  good 
turns  of  the  market  he  carefully  invested  his  profits 
in  Staten  Island  real  estate.  He  also  had  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  business  connections  but  relinquished 
most  of  them,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a 
director  of  the  Richmond  County  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany. 

In  politics  he  was  foremost  in  Republican  activities; 
at  different  times  a  delegate  to  various  State  and 
national  conventions  and  helped  in  nominating  Har¬ 
rison  for  President.  The  nomination  for  the  New 
York  Legislature  and  later  for  Congress  were  ten¬ 
dered  him,  but  he  declined.  Under  President  Ulysses 
S.  Grant’s  administration  he  was  offered  a  terri¬ 
torial  governorship  or  a  post  as  minister  to  one 
of  the  South  American  republics,  but  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  his  determination  as  a  young  man  not  to 
seek  political  office,  again  declined.  The  late  George 
William  Curtis,  his  close  friend  socially  and  politi¬ 
cally,  frequently  requested  him  to  accept  office.  An¬ 
other  friend,  Thurlow  Weed  did  likewise,  but  in 
vain.  Mr.  Tysen  knew  many  of  the  country’s  great 
political  figures,  among  them  Grant,  Harrison,  Seth 
Low,  Roosevelt  and  Chauncey  M.  Depew.  He  was 
often  called  to  confer  upon  political  matters. 

As  a  boy  he  took  great  interest  in  the  natural 
beauty  of  Staten  Island,  having  tramped  many  miles 
over  the  old  country  roads  and  was  as  well  known 
throughout  the  island  then  as  he  was  in  recent 
times.  His  father  on  one  occasion  was  a  guest  in  the 
home  of  Judge  Emerson  who  resided  on  the  site 
afterwards  named  Emerson  Hill.  The  noted  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson,  a  brother  of  the  judge,  was  also 
present.  In  those  days  the  subject  of  vaccination 
was  being  discussed  and  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  had 
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a  newspaper  which  contained  headlines  describing  the 
subject.  Young  Tysen  ventured  to  debate  the  vaccina¬ 
tion  subject  with  the  author,  who  had  different  views 
from  the  newspaper  account.  The  young  man  ex¬ 
pressed  his  opinion  and  added,  “A  little  learning  is 
a  dangerous  thing,”  to  which  Emerson  retorted — 
“Yes,  young  man,  but  not  so  dangerous  as  to  think 
you  know  it  all.”  This  was  a  great  moral  for  Tysen, 
Junior,  which  helped  him  in  later  life. 

Mr.  Tysen  in  his  eighty-sixth  year  could  recall 
much  of  the  early  history  of  this  community.  He 
saw  the  island  change  from  woodland  to  a  farming 
community,  the  building  up  of  small  towns,  the 
development  of  large  estates,  the  subdividing  of  land, 
and  industry  and  commerce  expand. 

He  was  active  in  civic  affairs  and  charities,  and 
his  gifts  to  Staten  Island  Hospital,  the  Memorial 
Hospital  and  St.  Vincent’s  were  generous  indeed. 
The  splendid  home  for  the  nurses  of  the  first  named 
institution  stands  as  a  monument  to  his  spirited 
philanthropy.  He  conducted  a  night  school  at  New 
Dorp  during  the  winter  terms  of  1895-96-97  to  help 
young  people,  this  being  before  the  city  opened  its 
schools  for  evening  courses.  He  kept  in  touch  with 
many  movements  on  Staten  Island  and  his  book 
entitled  “Happenings”  describes  such  activities. 
Among  them  should  especially  be  mentioned  his 
initiative  in  procuring  good  roads  for  the  island. 
During  periods  of  leisure  he  traveled  much  in  this 
country  and  abroad,  thereby  gaining  valuable  knowl¬ 
edge  which  was  applied  to  the  administration  of  his 
affairs. 

He  married  in  the  city  of  New  York,  January  7, 
1902,  Frances  W.  Ellis,  of  an  old  Staten  Island 
family.  Their  children  are:  Marion  E.,  now  Mrs. 
Alfred  Nutt;  Francis  E.,  now  Mrs.  Henry  H.  Nutt, 
sisters  and  brothers  respectively,  and  Ruth  Gifford, 
unmarried.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tysen  have  three  grand¬ 
children,  David  Tysen,  Mary  Eva  and  Robert  Hurd 
who  are  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  H.  Nutt. 
Mrs.  Tysen  has  shared  also  with  Mr.  Tysen  in  inter¬ 
ests  of  a  social  and  civic  nature  in  behalf  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  is  well  known  throughout  Staten  Island. 
While  the  Tysen  and  Ellis  families  were  of  Dutch- 
Reformed  religious  affiliation,  Mrs.  Tysen  has  long 
been  a  member  of  historic  St.  Andrew’s  Church 
at  Richmond.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Revolution. 


ABRAHAM  ELLIS — Interesting  features  in  the 
successive  generations  of  the  Ellis  family,  which 
dates  back  on  the  Island  two  centuries  and  a  quarter, 
are  as  follows :  The  Ellises  were  among  the  agri¬ 
culturists  and  seamen  of  their  times,  patriots  and 
soldiers,  and  aided  further  in  more  local  causes  of 
public  office  and  citizenship.  This  genealogical  nara- 
tion  principally  refers  to  the  line  from  which  Mrs. 
Frances  W.  (Ellis)  Tysen,  the  widow  of  the  late 
David  Jaques  Tysen,  2d,  descends. 

The  first  one  of  this  family  of  whom  there  is  defi¬ 
nite  information  was  Sebastian  Ellis,  a  youth  of 
nineteen  years  of  age,  who  was  included  in  the  cen¬ 
sus  of  1706.  It  is  likely  that  he  was  of  English  de¬ 
scent  and  perhaps,  among  the  first  of  his  family  to 
come  to  Staten  Island,  if  not  the  original  ancestor 
in  America.  In  the  records  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  it  is  stated  that  his  wife  was  Sara  Neefus, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  several  children,  born 
between  the  years  1724  and  1746.  His  will,  proved  in 
1763,  mentions  in  particular,  two  sons,  Cornelius  and 
Sebastian  2d. 


The  will  of  Cornelius,  also  proved  in  1763,  men¬ 
tions  his  father,  Sebastian,  and  his  own  son,  Garrett. 
This  Cornelius  Ellis  was  a  weaver  and  he  married 
Magdalena  (or  Leena)  Vanderbilt.  The  census  of 
1790  shows  the  widow,  Magdalena;  and  her  brother- 
in-law,  Sebastian,  with  a  family  of  two  grown  men 
and  three  females.  Sebastian  Ellis  2d  married  Fran¬ 
ces  Lawrence  in  1763.  It  is  rather  coincident  that  the 
marriage  of  the  last  ones  mentioned  herein  occurred 
the  same  year  of  the  probation  of  the  two  wills  pre¬ 
viously  stated. 

Garret  Ellis,  son  of  Cornelius,  was  born  in  West- 
field  in  1756,  received  his  education  there,  became  a 
prosperous  farmer  and  served  in  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution.  During  the  hostilities  in  that  struggle  for 
independence  it  is  related  that  he  was  seized  at  his 
home  one  midnight  by  British  soldiers  and  compelled 
to  walk  for  many  miles  shoeless,  over  cold,  frozen 
ground  to  Fort  Richmond  (located  near  old  St. 
Andrew’s  Church),  where  he  was  held  a  prisoner  for 
a  long  time.  Later  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  Colonial  Army  as  a  reward  for  meritorious 
service.  In  1782,  he  married  Mary  Tappan,  born 
1767,  in  New  Jersey,  of  a  prominent  Dutch  family, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  five 
daughters ;  their  three  eldest  children  died  in  infancy. 
The  other  children  were :  Cornelius,  the  eldest ;  Gar¬ 
rett,  married  Susan  Butler;  Abraham,  of  further 
mention;  Fannie,  married  Captain  Peter  Winant; 
Leah,  married  Jacob  Simonson;  Lany,  married  Henry 
Butler;  and  Polly,  married  James  Johnson.  Grave¬ 
stones  in  the  family  burying  ground  in  the  West 
Baptist  Church  yard  at  Kreischerville  show  where 
these  children  were  interred,  copies  of  which  appear 
in  “Homestead  Graves,”  by  William  T.  Davis,  co¬ 
author  of  this  new  history. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  career  of  Abraham 
Ellis,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Tysen,  it  is  well  to  add 
that  from  these  ancestors  were  descended  a  group 
of  noteworthy  seamen.  Cornelius,  son  of  Garret, 
married  Belah  Butler,  of  an  early  Staten  Island 
family,  and  among  their  children  was  Cornelius  C. 
Ellis.  The  latter,  during  the  Civil  War,  carried  a 
cargo  of  war  materials  to  Federal  troops  by  water 
on  more  than  one  occasion  and  was  in  Mobile  Bay 
in  August,  1864,  at  the  time  of  Farragut’s  famous 
victory  over  the  Confederates.  For  the  most  part  he 
engaged  in  dangerous  undertakings  involving  hazards 
not  measurable  at  the  present  time.  In  1868  he  sailed 
on  his  last  deep  sea  voyage,  journeying  to  Italy  and 
afterwards  served  as  a  harbor  master  in  New  York. 
He  was  the  owner  of  the  largest  sea-going  tug  of  the 
day,  “The  Cyclops,”  which  once  towed  a  huge  lum¬ 
ber  raft  from  Newfoundland  to  New  York,  thereby 
completing  a  task  which  every  other  tugboat  owner 
in  the  latter  city  had  refused  because  of  its  imminent 
peril.  “The  Cyclops,”  a  doughty  craft,  also  towed  a 
large  passenger  liner  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York 
and  returned  to  complete  a  similar  trip  a  week  later. 

Another  representative  of  the  Ellis  family  to  en¬ 
gage  in  marine  pursuits  was  Captain  Sebastian,  son 
of  Cornelius,  the  elder,  who  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
took  to  a  seafaring  life.  In  1849  he  voyaged  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  by  way  of  Cape  Horn.  About  1853,  upon  the 
discovery  of  gold  in  Australia,  he  sailed  thither  and 
passed  several  years  at  Sydney;  returning  home  he 
resumed  his  original  occupation  and  for  some  years 
sailed  between  American  and  European  ports.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  American  Civil  War  he  ran  blockade  at  Port 
Royal,  South  Carolina,  in  the  schooner,  “Gush 
Banker.”  He  also  sailed  on  the  “Susan  M.  Anderson,” 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


21 


engaging  in  the  Brazilian  trade  and  in  later  years 
entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  Coast  Sur¬ 
vey,  remaining  there  until  1890.  He  was  recognized 
as  an  expert  mariner  who  encountered  many  dangers 
during  his  lengthy  career  and  assisted  several  times 
in  rescuing  vessels  in  perilous  seas.  His  son  was 
Captain  Raymond  D.  Ellis,  whose  life  was  spent  prin¬ 
cipally  in  piloting  harbor  craft.  He  was  engaged  for 
years  in  steamboat  service  in  New  York  Harbor,  be¬ 
ing  captain  of  a  ferryboat  plying  between  Manhattan 
and  Bay  Ridge,  Brooklyn,  for  a  long  time,  and  com¬ 
manding  a  boat  on  the  Tottenville- Perth  Amboy  line 
for  eighteen  years. 

The  birth  of  Abraham  Ellis,  father  of  Mrs.  Tysen, 
occurred  February  28,  1809.  After  receiving  the 
customary  education  afforded  by  the  district  schools 
of  the  time,  he  entered  upon  a  business  career  that 
bore  him  gratifying  success.  Gifted  with  initiative 
and  self-reliance,  well  supported  by  a  keen  under¬ 
standing  of  business  organization,  he  became  an  early 
developer  of  the  clay  mining  industry  in  Kreischer- 
ville,  thus  helping  to  pave  the  way  for  further 
achievements  along  this  line.  By  nature  solicitous 
and  devoted  to  the  interests  of  public  advancement 
within  this  community-at-large,  he  served  competently 
and  with  diligence  as  sheriff  of  Richmond  County, 
from  November,  1852,  to  November,  1855.  The  grave 
consideration  which  he  gave  to  the  duties  of  that 
office  embraced  was  withal,  a  tangible  expression  of 
his  concern  for  the  citizens  of  this  Island.  The  per¬ 
sonal  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  was  largely  an 
outgrowth  of  his  mature  wisdom  and  strength  of 
character. 

Abraham  Ellis  married  Alice  Murray,  born  1807, 
daughter  of  James  and  Giletta  (Swarthout)  Murray 
of  Manhattan.  The  Murray  family  is  of  long  stand¬ 
ing  in  New  York,  their  early  homestead  having  been 
situated  at  Bowling  Green,  on  State  Street,  next  to 
the  present  Catholic  Institution  for  Girls,  not  far 
from  South  Ferry.  They  were  well  known  in  this 
district  as  influential  citizens  and  land  owners.  Eater 
representatives  of  the  family  moved  northward  be¬ 
yond  the  city  limits  and  became  virtually  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  section  which  has  since  borne  the 
name,  “Murray  Hill,”  just  south  of  Grand  Central. 
To  Abraham  and  Alice  (Murray)  Ellis  were  born 
the  following  children:  George  Washington  Ellis, 
supervisor  of  Richmond  County  in  1870;  James  M. ; 
Sebastian;  Frank  S.;  Mary;  Emma;  and  Frances 
W.,  who  became  Mrs.  David  Jaques  Tysen,  2d. 

According  to  gravestone  inscriptions  in  the  West 
Baptist  Churchyard  in  Kreischerville,  Abraham  Ellis 
passed  away  November  4,  1873,  his  wife’s  demise 
having  occurred  ten  years  previously,  March  20,  1863. 
Mrs.  Tysen  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  her  own 
direct  family. 


TOMPKINS  WESTERVELT— The  Westervelt 
family  is  of  Holland-Dutch  origin  and  it  is  indicative 
that  its  record  dates  back  to  pioneer  times  in  the 
New  Netherland  colony.  As  early  as  1688  refer¬ 
ences  relate  that  one,  Roelof  Lubbertsen  Van  Wester¬ 
velt  married  Ursullina  Steymets  in  the  original  Dutch 
church  in  Manhattan.  Further,  that  Abraham  Wil- 
lemse  Van  Westervelt,  a  weaver,  the  son  of  William 
Van  Westervelt,  a  farmer  in  New  Utrecht,  Long 
Island,  lived  in  the  latter  place  in  1697.  Early  mem¬ 
bers,  besides  removing  to  Long  Island,  also  found 
abode  in  the  Hudson  River  valley  country,  in  New 
Jersey  and  on  Staten  Island.  It  is  of  interest  to  know 
that  the  prefix,  Van,  was  dropped  some  time  during 
this  period,  thus  the  spelling,  Westervelt,  generally 


appears  in  record.  Two  other  records  are:  in  1700 
John  Westervelt  and  Sarah  Demerest  and  in  1728 
Albert  Westervelt  and  Willemtie  Bogart  were  mar¬ 
ried  during  those  years,  in  Manhattan,  hence  this 
leaves  a  possible  basis  on  which  the  present  day 
Westervelts  may  trace  their  line  of  descent.  The 
story  herein  principally  describes  one  of  Staten 
Island’s  outstanding  families  bearing  that  name  and 
particularly  the  lives  of  Dr.  John  Sloat  Westervelt, 
pioneer  physician  in  Staten  Island  medical  history,  and 
his  son,  Tompkins  Westervelt,  one  time  county  judge 
of  Richmond  County. 

Dr.  John  Sloat  Westervelt  was  born  June  15,  1799, 
came  to  Staten  Island  about  1823  and  soon  after 
began  the  active  practice  of  medicine.  He  was 
health  officer  from  1829  to  1836  and  in  all  his  activ¬ 
ities  he  was  successful.  The  present  Westervelt 
Avenue  runs  through  what  was  his  farm,  which  ad¬ 
joined  the  original  Quarantine  grounds.  Dr.  Wester¬ 
velt  married,  on  May  25,  1825,  Hannah  E.  Tomp¬ 
kins,  daughter  of  the  illustrious  citizen  of  Staten 
Island,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Governor  of  the  State, 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Dr.  John  Sloat  and  Hannah  E.  (Tompkins) 
Westervelt  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children: 
1.  Sarah  Ann,  born  June  5,  1826,  died  February  23, 
1842.  2.  Mary,  born  in  1827,  subsequently  married, 
and  left  Staten  Island.  3.  Tompkins,  of  whom  further. 
4.  John  Sloat,  Jr.,  baptized  November  3,  1831,  died 
August  19,  1867.  5.  Anna,  baptized  March  20,  1833, 
died  April  17,  1849.  6.  James  Daniel,  baptized  Feb¬ 
ruary  11,  1835,  died  July  27,  1852.  7.  Susan,  baptized 
November  24,  1836,  died  November  14,  1843.  8. 

Minthorne,  born  February  24,  1838,  died  December 
3,  1862.  9.  Martha,  born  February  27,  1841,  who 
during  the  Civil  War  married  C.  Adolph  Low,  the 
eldest  son  of  Daniel  Low,  and  they  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  Annie,  died  young;  Helen,  who 
married  the  late  Percy  Chubb;  and  Edith  Wester¬ 
velt,  married  D.  Fairfax  Bush,  who  died  November 
26,  1926.  Two  sons  were  born  to  this  latter  mar¬ 
riage:  Adolph,  who  lost  his  life  during  the  World 
War  while  serving  on  the  Hindenburg  line,  and 
Donald  F.  who  resides  at  home  with  his  mother.  10. 
Ellsworth,  tenth  of  the  children  of  Dr.  John  Sloat 
Westervelt,  was  born  April  4,  1843,  died  October  4, 
1897.  11.  Caspar,  born  November  1,  1844,  died  June 
6,  1852.  12.  and  13.  Eliza  and  Ernest,  twins,  were 
baptized  March  4,  1847.  14.  Casper  Tompkins,  born 
May  7,  1849,  died  at  the  age  of  four  months. 

Mrs.  Hannah  E.  (Tompkins)  Westervelt  was  a 
devoted  wife  and  mother,  one  to  whom  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  her  home  and  family  was  a  consecrated 
duty.  A  true  helpmate,  she  led  a  very  active  life, 
her  husband’s  interests  being  largely  her  own.  She 
aided  in  the  work  of  the  S.  R.  Smith  Infirmary 
(now  the  Staten  Island  Hospital)  and  her  name 
appeared  on  the  list  of  those  donating  annually  to 
the  maintenance  fund  of  this  institution. 

Dr.  Westervelt’s  death  occurred  July  31,  1869,  his 
wife  surviving  him  until  April  22,  1890.  Upon  her 
demise  an  inspiring  tribute  was  paid  her  by  a  life¬ 
long  friend,  the  celebrated  author  and  Staten  Island 
resident,  George  William  Curtis,  deceased.  Writing 
years  ago  in  “Harper’s  Magazine”  which  he  edited, 
he  said  of  her:  “The  death  of  Mrs.  John  S.  Wester¬ 
velt  removes  one  of  the  few  remaining  visible  links 
that  bind  this  generation  to  that  of  the  war  in  which 
this  state  was  so  active  a  scene  and  her  father  (Daniel 
D.  Tompkins)  so  conspicuous  an  actor.  Mrs.  Wester¬ 
velt,  until  within  a  few  days  of  her  death,  retained 
in  a  remarkable  degree  the  vigor  and  activity  of 
earlier  years.  Her  interest  in  life  was  unabated  and 
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her  recollections  of  famous  persons  and  noted  events 
were  so  vivid,  that  her  conversation  was  at  once 
instructive  and  delightful.  She  had  outlived  her  con¬ 
temporaries  but  not  her  youthfulness  of  spirit,  and 
her  cheerfulness  and  courtesy  were  inexhaustible. 
During  a  large  part  of  her  long  life  she  had  lived 
upon  Staten  Island  and  no  resident  was  more  deeply 
respected.”  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  buried 
in  Silver  Mount  Cemetery. 

Tompkins  Westervelt,  their  son,  was  baptized  in 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  (for  which  his  grand¬ 
father  gave  the  site)  on  June  io,  1830,  at  the  age  of 
four  months.  He  graduated  from  Columbia  and  was 
admitted  to  the  New  York  Bar  in  1851.  For  more 
than  thirty  years  he  was  identified  with  Staten  Island 
institutions.  Among  such  were  St.  John’s  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  vestryman;  the 
Smith  Infirmary,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1869 
and  the  Staten  Island  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
a  director  and  counsel.  He  was  a  Republican,  twice 
candidate  for  district  attorney  and  elected  county 
judge  and  surrogate  in  1875.  After  serving  in  this 
office  for  a  time  he  was  renominated,  but  was  unsuc¬ 
cessful  in  the  election  that  followed.  He  died  April 
20,  1882,  fifty-two  years  of  age,  leaving  an  un¬ 
blemished  reputation. 

Tompkins  Westervelt  married,  on  May  3,  i860  in 
New  York,  Anna  T.,  daughter  of  George  Naugh- 
ton  Titus,  a  New  York  lawyer,  and  his  wife,  Lydia 
A.  (Marshall)  Titus.  Tompkins  Westervelt  and  his 
wife  became  the  parents  of  three  children:  George, 
Alice  M.  and  James,  all  of  whom  are  now  living.  1. 
George,  the  eldest,  born  July  30,  1861,  in  New  York, 
was  educated  principally  at  St.  Paul’s  School,  Con¬ 
cord,  New  Hampshire,  and  Princeton  University. 
Following  his  graduation  in  1882  he  went  to  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  where  he  followed  the  profession 
of  law.  He  returned  to  New  York  about  fifteen 
years  ago  and  now  lives  retired  at  Newburgh-on- 
Hudson,  New  York.  2.  Alice  M.,  born  at  New 
Brighton  in  the  family  homestead,  situated  near  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church.  After  acquiring  her  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  local  schools  she  married  Walter  D. 
Clark,  on  October  25,  1894.  They  have  three  chil¬ 
dren  who  were  born  as  follows:  Walter  D.,  Jr.,  on 
April  18,  1898;  Anna  T.,  on  November  14,  1899;  and 
Julia  R.,  on  July  1,  1902.  3.  James,  youngest  of  the 
family,  was  born  May  18,  1872,  on  Staten  Island. 
Like  his  elder  brother  he  attended  St.  Paul’s  School 
in  Concord  and  Princeton  University.  At  Princeton 
he  pursued  a  course  in  law  and  after  receiving  his 
degree,  followed  his  calling  in  New  York  City  for  a 
short  time.  He  later  went  to  Los  Angeles,  California, 
where  his  legal  practice  has  become  an  extensive  one. 
In  June,  1896,  he  married  Lily  K.  Clarke,  and  to  this 
union  a  daughter,  Lily  K.,  was  born  March  14,  1897. 


CHARLES  J.  McCORMACK— “With  charity 
toward  all  and  malice  toward  none,”  one  of  the 
guiding  rules  of  life,  forms  a  fitting  epitaph  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Charles  J.  McCormack,  second 
president  of  the  Borough  of  Richmond,  whose  death 
occurred  in  July  of  1915  in  the  midst  of  his  admini¬ 
stration.  A  man,  gifted  with  a  love  of  his  work  and 
a  realization  of  his  duty  toward  his  fellow-citizens, 
the  late  executive  head  of  this  borough  is  remembered 
as  one  of  Staten  Island’s  leading  citizens.  The  birth 
of  Charles  J.  McCormack  occurred  in  New  York, 
August  27,  1865,  his  parents  having  been  of  Irish 
descent. 

His  education  was  obtained  both  in  the  parochial 
and  public  schools  of  Manhattan  after  which  he  was 
employed  for  some  years  in  the  real  estate  office  of 


Hugh  J.  Grant,  former  mayor  of  New  York  and  a 
leader  of  Tammany.  In  this  connection  he  became 
a  confidential  associate  and  was  later  assigned  to 
managing  the  interests  of  this  concern. 

Coming  to  Staten  Island  in  1895  to  reside  per¬ 
manently,  Mr.  McCormack  established  his  home  in 
Rossville.  Having  the  faculty  of  winning  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  he  soon 
became  active  and  prominent  in  the  social  and  political 
affairs  of  this  section  of  the  county  thus  making 
personal  friendships  which  were  constantly  widened 
during  the  ensuing  years. 

Following  consolidation  of  Staten  Island  into 
Greater  New  York,  our  subject  was  appointed 
searcher  in  the  Bureau  of  Assessments  and  Arrears, 
Richmond  County.  This  position  was  taken  prior  to 
a  position  as  clerk  to  the  commissioner  of  jurors. 

In  the  fall  of  1902  Mr.  McCormack  was  made 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  member  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly  and  at  that  election  he  defeated  Walter  W.  Price 
by  a  two  thousand  plurality.  In  the  State  Legislature 
he  made  an  excellent  record  and  came  to  wide  public 
attention  on  the  island  by  his  activity  and  earnest 
efforts  to  secure  whatever  legislation  was  asked  by 
the  people  of  Richmond  County.  In  1903  he  was 
nominated  as  the  regular  Democratic  candidate  for 
sheriff  and  in  that  election  he  defeated  George  Met¬ 
calfe,  a  Fusion  candidate,  by  a  five  hundred  plurality. 
In  his  administration  of  that  office  he  continued  to 
win  public  confidence  and  respect  and  became  rec¬ 
ognized  as  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the 
regular  Democratic  organization. 

The  city  election  of  1905  found  the  friends  of  Mr. 
McCormack  backing  him  for  the  nomination  as  bor¬ 
ough  president  of  Richmond  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
for  they  believed  that  he  was  the  only  member  of  his 
party  who  had  a  chance  to  defeat  the  incumbent, 
George  Cromwell,  first  borough  president  of  Rich¬ 
mond  and  a  Republican  by  political  persuasion.  His 
record  in  the  State  Legislature,  they  believed,  sub¬ 
stantially  qualified  him  for  the  position.  Finally  he 
became  an  active  candidate  for  the  nomination,  but 
Nicholas  Muller,  then  the  head  of  the  Democratic 
organization  in  the  borough,  opposed  his  nomination. 

This  opposition  led  to  a  break  between  the  friends 
of  Mr.  McCormack  and  the  regular  Democratic 
organization,  though  meanwhile  he  had  completed 
his  term  as  sheriff  in  1906.  In  that  year  an  active 
fight  was  made  under  the  leadership  of  William  J. 
Burlee  to  take  the  control  of  the  organization  from 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Muller  but  it  was  not  successful. 
In  1907,  however,  the  movement,  led  by  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Cormack  whose  term  as  sheriff  had  expired,  was 
successful  and  the  latter  became  the  chairman  of  the 
Richmond  County  Democratic  Committee  and  the 
recognized  party  leader. 

Early  in  1908  he  was  appointed  by  Mayor  McClel¬ 
lan  as  deputy  commissioner  of  water  supply,  gas  and 
electricity;  and  in  May,  1909,  he  was  appointed  com¬ 
missioner  of  taxes  succeeding  Mr.  Muller  in  that 
office.  In  the  city  election  of  that  year  Mr.  McCor¬ 
mack  became  the  Democratic  candidate  for  president 
of  the  borough  but  was  defeated  by  President  Crom¬ 
well. 

Four  years  later  he  was  successful  against  Mr. 
Cromwell  and  entered  the  office  of  borough  president 
January  1,  1915,  thereby  beginning  an  administration 
that  went  far,  in  the  few  months  that  he  was  able 
to  serve,  toward  heightening  the  popularity  he  had 
attained.  His  campaign  promises  concerning  improve¬ 
ments  were  carefully  observed  and  he  was  both  dili¬ 
gent  and  persistent  in  seeking  legitimate  advantages 
for  the  island  in  the  board  of  estimate  and  elsewhere. 
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He  also  cooperated  heartily  with  the  Civil  League 
and  other  bodies  in  assisting  the  needy  and  otherwise 
improving  living  conditions  on  the  island.  In  this 
respect  he  labored  earnestly  and  for  many  months 
kept  a  corps  of  lieutenants  busy  procuring  places 
for  the  worthy  unemployed.  Beneficiaries  of  his 
efforts  in  this  direction  rallied  to  his  support  and 
worked  with  zeal  to  speed  him  to  the  goal  of  his 
ambition.  As  the  friend  of  the  man  out  of  work  he 
undoubtedly  knew  more  persons  on  Staten  Island 
than  any  other  man.  He  had  many  further  plans 
and  was  confident  that  he  would  be  enabled  to  accom¬ 
plish  much  more  to  promote  the  development  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough  and  the  advancement  of  its  commer¬ 
cial  and  civic  welfare. 

When  Mr.  McCormack’s  health  began  to  fail  him 
following  several  weeks  of  constant  and  unflinching 
labor  at  his  post,  he  was  induced,  much  to  his  dis¬ 
may  and  against  his  wishes,  to  give  up  that  close 
attention  to  detail  that  marked  his  public  career  and 
seek  rest  and  quiet  away  from  home.  He  left  Staten 
Island  to  take  a  long  rest  at  Atlantic  City  and  Lake- 
wood  before  returning  home.  Immediately  after  his 
arrival  here  he  fell  to  the  task  of  transacting  the 
business  of  the  borough  in  addition  to  attending 
meetings  of  the  official  bodies  of  which  he  was  an 
ex-offico  member  in  Manhattan. 

His  illness  returning  in  the  early  part  of  July,  1915, 
President  McCormack  entered  Mount  Manresa,  a 
Roman  Catholic  retreat  in  the  Fingerboard  Road, 
Fort  Wadsworth,  hoping  to  recover.  Though  appar¬ 
ently  feeling  in  better  health  a  day  after  his  arrival 
he  passed  away  in  his  sleep  Sunday  morning,  July 
11,  thus  leaving  behind  him  an  unsullied  record  of 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  a  record  of 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  entrusted  to  his 
care  and  a  conscientious  desire  to  serve  Staten  Island 
and  its  people.  The  real  secret  of  his  success  was 
hard  work. 

The  funeral  was  held  from  St.  Peter’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  New  Brighton,  following  services 
at  his  late  home,  No.  155  Lafayette  Avenue,  New 
Brighton.  Friends  and  public  officials  from  all  de¬ 
partments  of  the  city  service  including  Mayor  Mitch¬ 
ell,  members  of  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Appor¬ 
tionment,  Richmond  County  officials,  judges  of  all 
courts  and  representatives  of  practically  every  order 
and  society  on  Staten  Island  attended  the  rites  which 
were  performed  by  Monsignor  Charles  A.  Cassidy. 
Interment  took  place  in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery. 

Two  years  later  at  a  memorial  service  held  for 
Charles  J.  McCormack  the  dedication  of  a  memorial 
monument  occurred  in  the  presence  of  large  numbers 
of  friends  and  officials  of  Richmond  Borough.  As¬ 
semblyman  Henry  A.  Seesselberg,  in  charge  of  the 
service,  introduced  Borough  President  Van  Name 
who  paid  a  sincere  and  kindly  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  man  who  had  given  so  much  to  Richmond 
Borough.  In  continuing,  Lawson  Purdy  characterized 
him  as  “a  man  inspired  by  affection  and  kindness  and 
loved  by  all  about  him.  No  one  ever  heard  him  say 
a  harsh  or  unkind  word  of  anyone  and  many  are 
the  kind  and  thoughtful  deeds  of  which,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  we  have  no  record.” 

Walter  W.  Price,  whom  Mr.  McCormack  defeated 
as  member  of  the  Assembly  in  1902  said:  “Without 
any  affectation  or  over-statement  it  can  be  said  that  no 
man  clung  more  tenaciously  in  his  daily  life  to  the 
admonition  to  men  to  do  unto  others  as  they  would 
that  others  should  do  unto  them;  and  that  we  are 
further  impressed  in  no  small  measure  by  the  reflec¬ 
tion  of  his  trust  in  his  Creator,  his  loyalty  to  his 
church  and  his  devotion  to  its  ideals.”  The  Rev. 


Father  Cassidy  also  spoke  feelingly  of  the  lovable 
character  of  President  McCormack  and  paid  a  tribute 
to  his  spiritual  life. 

Mr.  McCormack  was  survived  at  his  death  by  his 
widow,  Sarah  A.  (Donnelly)  McCormack,  whom  he 
had  married  in  1891.  Three  children  were  born  to 
this  union,  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  May  L.  and 
Vincent  J.  Both  are  residing  on  Staten  Island.  Vin¬ 
cent  J.  McCormack  has  served  in  positions  of  official 
capacity  for  several  years  and  now  is  employed  as 
secretary  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Street  Cleaning 
Department.  He  is  a  member  of  numerous  civic, 
patriotic  and  social  organizations,  including  Slosson 
Post,  American  Legion,  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No. 
841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Vet¬ 
erans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  the  fourth  degree  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 


WILLIAM  Y.  WEMPLE— The  welfare  of  his 
community  ever  in  mind,  William  Y.  Wemple,  of 
West  New  Brighton,  has  rendered  splendid  support 
in  various  movements  hereabouts  which  have  for 
their  purpose  the  alleviation  of  the  needs  of  his  less 
fortunate  fellowmen,  and  the  advancement  of  civic 
and  social  interests.  Mr.  Wemple  began  his  business 
career  in  1878  and  at  the  present  time  he  is  president 
of  the  Meinel  and  Wemple,  Inc.,  United  States  man¬ 
agers  of  the  Salamandra  Insurance  Company,  of  Den¬ 
mark.  He  is  also  president  of  both  the  North  Star 
Insurance  Company  and  the  Hamburg-American 
Insurance  Company,  with  offices  in  Manhattan. 

Mr.  Wemple  comes  of  a  family  which  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  prominent  in  the  State,  his  direct 
ancestor,  Johannes  Wemp,  being  born  in  Dort,  Lower 
Netherlands,  prior  to  1600.  His  son,  Jans  Barentse 
Wemp,  born  in  Holland  in  1620,  came  to  America 
about  1640,  and  was  one  of  the  fifteen  original  set¬ 
tlers  of  Schenectady,  New  York.  He  married  in  1643, 
Maritis  Myndertse  and  they  had  six  children.  The 
line  descends  through  his  son,  Myndert  Jans,  who 
married  Diewer  Wendel,  and  their  son,  who  was 
stolen  by  the  Indians,  who  upon  his  return  called  him¬ 
self  Wemple;  he  married  (second)  Arraantje  Switts, 
and  of  their  eight  children  one  was  Myndert.  The 
latter  married  Sarah  Mills  and  had  a  son,  Andries, 
who  married,  in  November,  1765,  Helena  Bratt. 
Andries  went  to  Canada  with  the  famous  Sir  William 
Johnson,  known  for  is  settlement  of  Johnstown,  New 
York,  and  while  returning  home,  he  was  massacred  by 
the  Indians.  His  widow  died  of  a  broken  heart  and 
his  children  were  cared  for  by  his  brother-in-law, 
Christopher  Yates,  who  was  father  of  Governor 
Yates.  Andries’  son,  Andries,  was  baptized  Novem¬ 
ber  6,  1768,  and  died  in  1812.  He  married  (second) 
Catalyntje  Van  Alstyn,  in  1795,  and  they  had  seven 
children,  among  whom  was  Christopher  Yates  Wem¬ 
ple.  The  latter  resided  in  Manhattan  (now  New 
York). 

William  Russ  Wemple,  the  father  of  William 
Y.  Wemple,  was  born  in  Manhattan,  January  25, 
1835,  son  of  Christopher  Yates  and  Marian  Elise 
(Phillips)  Wemple.  For  many  years  he  conducted  a 
successful  insurance  brokerage  business  in  the  me¬ 
tropolis,  and  was  a  prominent  figure  in  various  activ¬ 
ities.  He  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Edwards  of  Staten 
Island,  whose  family  was  well  known. 

William  Y.  Wemple  was  born  at  Port  Richmond, 
November  28,  1859,  and  there  attended  public  school; 
after  this  he  was  a  student  at  the  Hawkins  School  and 
the  Columbia  Grammar  School  of  New  York;  upon 
the  completion  of  his  education  in  1878,  he  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business,  being  thus  engaged  until 
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1881,  when  he  became  associated  with  Cornelius  Du¬ 
bois,  a  well-known  Staten  Islander,  whose  offices  were 
in  New  York;  he  remained  with  Mr.  Dubois  four 
years.  Entering  the  organization  of  the  Clinton  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  which  later  combined  with  the 
German-American  Insurance  Company,  now  the 
Great  American  Fire  Insurance  Company,  he  ac¬ 
quired  valuable  experience  in  this  field  of  endeavor. 
In  1893,  he  became  connected  with  Albert  Willcox 
and  Company  and  was  admitted  a  partner  of  the  firm 
in  1906,  at  which  time  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
United  States  branch  of  the  Salamandra  Insurance 
Company,  a  European  company.  In  1912  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  Meinel  and  Wemple,  was  organized  to 
operate  the  business,  and  thus  the  field  of  insurance 
has  been  Mr.  Wemple’s  business  and  professional 
career  to  date. 

Taking  a  great  interest  in  welfare  work,  Mr. 
Wemple  is  a  trustee  of  Staten  Island  Hospital,  hav¬ 
ing  been  secretary  from  1908  to  1925.  He  is  also  a 
trustee  of  Staten  Island  Academy  and  a  trustee  of 
the  Staten  Island  Social  Service  Bureau.  The  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Children  has  likewise  shared  his  interest  and  he 
holds  the  office  of  treasurer  in  this  body.  He  was 
formerly  a  member  of  the  Medora  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company,  and  attends  the  Episcopal  Church  of  the 
Ascension. 

William  Y.  Wemple  married  on  October  8,  1891, 
Caroline  Jewett  Hicks,  of  New  Brighton,  daughter 
of  George  F.  and  Sarah  H.  Hicks,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  three  children:  1.  Dorothy,  who  attended 
Miss  Botsford’s  School;  she  married  Herbert  T. 
Magruder  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Dorothy,  and 
a  son,  William  Wemple.  2.  Elizabeth,  attended  the 
same  school,  and  the  Staten  Island  Academy;  married 
Alfred  T.  Pouch,  and  they  have  three  children: 
Carol,  Alfred  T.,  Jr.,  and  Helen.  3.  Caroline  Ger¬ 
trude,  attended  Staten  Island  Academy. 


MRS.  MATILDA  E.  BATEMAN— Deep  sor¬ 
row  and  sympathy  was  expressed  by  many  persons 
throughout  Staten  Island  when  it  was  learned  that 
on  the  evening  of  July  16,  1927,  Mrs.  Matilda  E. 
Bateman,  a  prominent  club  woman,  well  known 
author  and  civic  worker,  had  passed  away.  During 
her  residence  for  the  last  thirty  years  at  Great  Kills, 
she  had  endeared  herself  to  her  neighbors  by  her 
unfailing  kindness  and  her  energy  in  furthering 
movements  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  for  which 
she  labored.  Not  only  was  she  held  in  esteem  in  the 
South  Shore  district,  but  throughout  the  island  she 
was  highly  regarded  by  women  of  all  classes. 

Mrs.  Bateman  was  in  her  sixtieth  year,  having  been 
born  July  5,  1867,  in  the  old  Dissosway  Homestead 
in  Richmond  Valley,  the  daughter  of  John  W.  and 
Mary  (Dissosway)  Shea.  The  history  of  her  mother’s 
family  traces  back  to  pioneer  days  of  Staten  Island, 
and  her  father  likewise,  was  of  an  old  island  ances¬ 
try  who  resided  for  generations  near  Kreischerville, 
and  for  whom  Shea’s  Lane  was  named.  She  was  a 
niece  of  the  late  C.  Augustus  Shea,  a  former  Repub¬ 
lican  alderman  who  lived  for  many  years  at  Pleasant 
Plains.  One  of  her  brothers  was  the  late  Cornelius 
Shea,  of  Fisher  Avenue,  Tottenville,  prominent 
throughout  New  York  State  as  an  author,  newspaper 
editor,  active  in  politics,  and  a  sportsman.  Her  hus¬ 
band,  Frederick  W.  Bateman,  who  died  March  17, 
1924,  was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  Staten 
Island  Rapid  Transit  at  Clifton. 

Anything  pertinent  to  the  advancement  and  progress 
of  womankind,  or  of  the  community  in  which  she 


resided,  was  certain  of  obtaining  her  interest  and 
energetic  efforts.  Mrs.  Bateman  was  organizer  and 
president  of  the  Woman’s  Club  of  Great  Kills,  for 
several  years  president  of  the  Great  Kills  Library 
Club,  and  vice-president  of  the  South  Shore  Branch 
of  the  Visiting  Nurses’  Association.  It  was  largely 
through  her  enthusiasm  and  leadership  that  money 
was  raised  to  build  the  Great  Kills  library  building 
in  Gifford’s  Lane,  which  was  taken  over  by  the 
New  York  Department  of  Libraries  in  1925.  She 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Garden 
Club,  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Staten  Island 
Woman’s  Club,  and  the  Second  Assembly  District 
of  the  League  of  Women  Voters,  in  which  she  also 
held  office.  She  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  subject 
of  religion,  having  read  considerable  literature  deal¬ 
ing  with  its  history  and  application.  Previous  to  her 
marriage,  when  her  family  lived  in  Richmond  Valley 
and  in  Tottenville,  she  was  active  in  the  work  of  the 
Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  taught  in 
its  Sunday  School.  After  her  marriage  she  lived  for 
a  time  in  Tompkinsville,  subsequently  locating  at 
Great  Kills.  She  then  became  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  denomination,  and  attended  old  St.  Andrew’s 
Church  at  Richmond,  however  a  few  years  prior  to 
her  death,  she  became  interested  in  New  Thought. 
As  a  result  of  her  study  of  New  Thought  she  wrote 
a  book  embodying  some  of  its  principles,  which  met 
with  much  success,  besides  holding  classes  on  the' 
subject  in  her  home.  To  quote  from  an  excerpt 
in  one  of  the  local  papers  a  few  years  ago,  which 
reads : 

The  many  friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  W. 
Bateman,  of  Great  Kills,  will  be  pleased  to  hear  of 
Mrs.  Bateman’s  appearance  in  the  literary  world. 

The  Cochrane  Publishing’  Co.,  Manhattan,  have 
sent  to  Staten  Island  the  dainty  green  book  with 
gilt  lettering.  It  is  called  “The  Light  That  Never 
Fails,”  by  M.  Eugenia  Bateman. 

Mrs.  Bateman  is  a  sister  of  Cornelius  Shea,  the 
author  of  those  Indian  stories  which  make  straight 
hair  curl  without  papers.  She  is  a  cousin  of  Aider- 
man  Charles  Cole,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  the 
Dutch  and  Huguenot  families  of  Van  Alen  and 
Dissosway. 

As  a  member  of  the  Great  Kills  Free  Library 
Club  for  several  years,  M.  Eugenie  Bateman  has 
been  intensely  interested  in  the  Emmanuel  Move¬ 
ment,  Psychotherapy,  Mental  Science,  all  summed 
up  in  New  Thought. 

The  impressions  made  by  her  attitude  to  receive 
new  light,  have  given  to  her,  as  to  ten  times  ten 
thousand  thinkers:  New  Light! 

This  shines  out  from  the  simple  pages  of  a  tale 
of  village  life.  Many  English  writers  have  had 
abiding  confidence  in  the  promulgation  of  truth  as 
found  in  simple  life. 

George  Eliot,  MacDonald,  Barrie,  have  showed 
that  power,  energy,  inspiration  are  not  confined  to 
men  and  women  who  are  born  to  high  degree.  The 
story  sent  out  by  Eugenie  Bateman  is  the  message 
from  a  writer  who  is  the  living  disciple  of  the  God, 
“I  am  your  Father,  I  will  lead  you.” 

It  is  the  actual  yearning  in  the  conscience  of  a 
country  girl  for  a  knowledge  of  the  mystery  of 
her  life;  its  origin,  purpose  and  trend,  which  makes 
the  story  so  human  and  helpful.  There  is  no  plot 
and  the  pages  are  not  characterized  by  the  hall¬ 
marks  of  literary  technique.  But  the  message  of 
New  Thought  sent  out  is  vital. 

The  awakening  in  the  individual  consciousness  of 
its  actual  divinity  is  a  noble  theme.  . 

“The  Light  That  Never  Fails”  will  help  those  who 
yearn  for  a  widening,  deepening,  uplifting  realiza¬ 
tion  of  the  spiritual  life;  yet  who  could  not  under¬ 
stand  the  abstract  philosophy  of  Hudson  Flammar- 
ion,  Muensterberg,  Fechner,  Die  Weisheit  der  Brah- 
mannen  and  the  Doctrine  of  Athanasius,  which  es¬ 
tablished  the  orthodox  right  to  claim  active  spir¬ 
itual  power. 

Eugenie  Bateman  is  a  progressive  thinker. 
She  was  born  in  or  near  Tottenville  and  has  spent 
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her  useful  life  before  marriage  and  after  on  the 
South  Shore. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  King’s  Daughters  League 
and  other  clubs  of  Staten  Island. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  author  will  receive  the  rec¬ 
ognition  and  appreciation  of  her  work,  by  the  es¬ 
tablishment  in  the  homes  of  her  contemporaries  the 
story  with  the  message  that  there  is  a  light  which 
never  fails.  It  dawns  within  and  glorifies  even  a 
Shady  past. 

Place  yourself  in  the  middle  of  the  stream  of 
wisdom,  and  be  guided  by  the  spirit — God. 

This  is  the  key-note  of  Marion’s  melody. 

Mrs.  Bateman  had  been  in  ill  health  for  some 
time  previous  to  her  death.  Few  of  her  friends  knew 
how  serious  her  illness  was.  As  an  evidence  of  this, 
she  was  reelected  president  of  the  Woman’s  Club 
of  Great  Kills  shortly  before  her  death.  She  was, 
indeed,  a  very  public-spirited  woman,  of  apparently 
tireless  energies,,  ever  tactful  and  cheerful,  and  of 
lovable  characteristics.  Loyalty  to  her  sex,  her  family, 
and  her  community  were  but  a  few  of  her  many 
sterling  qualities.  Mrs.  Bateman  had  three  children, 
George,  who  died  young;  Beatrice  M.,  who  died 
July  23,  1923,  aged  twenty-four,  unmarried;  and 
Muriel  E.,  who  married  Arthur  V.  Duff.  Surviving 
Mrs.  Bateman,  besides  her  own  daughter,  and  the 
latter’s  family,  are  two  sisters  and  a  brother:  Mrs. 
William  Wyrill,  and  Mrs.  Estelle  Long,  both  of 
Roselle,  New  Jersey;  and  Thaddus  Shea,  of  Totten- 
ville. 

Arthur  V.  Duff  is  a  native  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica, 
of  Scotch  and  English  parents,  and  now  connected 
with  the  United  States  Treasury  Department,  in 
New  York.  He  married  Muriel  E.  Bateman,  Decem¬ 
ber  6,  1919,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Arthur  V.,  Jr.,  and  Patricia  M.,  all  of  whom 
reside  in  the  Bateman  family  home  at  Great  Kills. 
Mrs.  Duff  is  a  member  of  the  Woman’s  Club  of 
Great  Kills,  and  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Staten 
Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 


WILLIAM  VOLKHARDT,  the  president  of 
the  American  Railway  Hydrant  and  Valve  Company, 
was  born  June  5,  1867  in  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  the 
youngest  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Hagelgans)  Volk¬ 
hardt.  He  has  two  elder  brothers,  John  and  George, 
and  an  older  sister,  Mary.  As  a  boy  William  Volk- 
hardt  attended  the  public  schools  of  Chester  and 
the  Drexel  Institute  of  Philadelphia. 

In  his  first  business  undertaking  Mr.  Volkhardt 
rose  in  a  remarkably  short  time  to  the  assistant 
superintendency  of  the  local  water  company  of 
Chester.  On  November  28,  1899,  the  “Chester 

Times”  printed  the  following: 

Fortune  has  favored  William  Volkhardt,  assist¬ 
ant  superintendent  of  the  New  Chester  Water  Com¬ 
pany.  He  has  been  appointed  superintendent  of  a 
large  water  plant  near  New  York  and  will  enter 
upon  his  duties  December  the  first.  His  office  will 
be  in  New  York  City  as  the  plant  is  close  by  and  he 
will  necessarily  be  obliged  to  move  his  family  and 
reside  in  the  metropolis.  He  was  selected  from 
seventeen  applicants. 

This  change  brought  William  Volkhardt  to  Staten 
Island  in  charge  of  the  Crystal  Water  Company 
with  headquarters  in  Stapleton.  At  that  time  the 
Crystal  Water  Company  supplied  Middletown,  South- 
field,  and  a  part  of  Northfield.  He  officially  assumed 
the  superintendency  the  first  of  January,  1900,  and 
began  immediately  to  take  more  than  a  passing  inter¬ 
est  in  Staten  Island.  He  soon  realized  that  the  then 
new  borough  of  Richmond  offered  exceptional  home 
sites  for  the  city’s  growing  population.  Miles  of  new 
water  mains  were  laid  which  aided  materially  in  the 
development  of  many  localities.  Old  pumping  stations 


were  modernized,  and  in  order  to  conserve  the 
island’s  natural  water  resources  Mr.  Volkhardt  inau¬ 
gurated  its  first  meter  system.  Six  years  later  the 
management  of  the  Crystal  Water  Company  was 
officially  taken  over  by  the  city  of  New  York.  Until 
the  Catskill  water  was  brought  to  Staten  Island,  the 
constantly  growing  population  of  the  South  Shore 
was  supplied  with  water  from  the  basic  system 
planned  by  William  Volkhardt. 

Because  of  his  skillful  handling  of  the  Crystal 
Water  Company’s  problems,  Mr.  Volkhardt  was 
offered  and  he  accepted  a  position  on  the  staff  of 
the  National  Meter  Company  of  New  York  on  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1904.  In  the  ten  years  that  followed,  his 
consulting  engineering  work  carried  him  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania  southward  to  the  Panama  Canal  where  he 
helped  in  the  planning  of  the  Canal  Zone  water 
system.  Today  there  are  over  fifty  towns  and  cities 
in  the  Southern  Atlantic  States  operating  on  sys¬ 
tems  evolved  and  organized  by  him.  During  these 
years  Mr.  Volkhardt  developed  one  of  his  inven¬ 
tions  which  found  a  ready  market.  In  1914,  he  was 
forced  to  give  up  his  field  work  and  confine  his 
efforts  to  supplying  the  demands  of  the  railways  for 
his  water  valves. 

The  Volkhardt  Company,  later  re-incorporated  as 
the  American  Railway  Hydrant  and  Valve  Com¬ 
pany,  is  well  known  to  the  railroad  men  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  It  has  played  its  part  in 
advertising  Staten  Island  and  locating  it  in  the 
minds  of  many  people  in  faraway  places.  From  a 
small  beginning,  with  but  one  product,  it  has  steadily 
increased  its  scope  and  importance  until  today  it 
supplies  the  railroad  field,  the  stock  yard  industry, 
cemetery  associations,  private  estates  and  contractors 
with  all  manner  of  non-freezing  water  valves,  hy¬ 
drants,  fire  line  and  locomotive  standpipes  and  other 
special  accessories  pertinent  to  water  supply  systems. 

Apart  from  his  business  enterprise  Mr.  Volkhardt 
has  another  side  and  a  very  interesting  one.  He  has 
found  pleasure  and  relaxation  in  fulfilling  the  obliga¬ 
tions  of  good  citizenship.  He  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  politics,  the  Boy  Scout  movement,  and  the 
work  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  is  a  Free  and  Accepted  Mason  and  a  member 
of  St.  John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Rose- 
bank.  The  Volkhardt  residence  is  at  No.  104  Town¬ 
send  Avenue. 

On  April  30,  1894,  Mr.  Volkhardt  married  Mary 
Boys  Nebeker,  a  direct  descendant  of  John  and  Mary 
(Stilly)  Nebeker,  whose  marriage,  in  1755,  is  recorded 
in  the  archives  of  the  Holy  Trinity  Church  of  Wil¬ 
mington,  Delaware.  It  is  Mrs.  Volkhardt’ s  great- 
great-uncle,  Thomas  Scattergood,  the  Welsh-Quaker, 
whose  act  of  reading  Hugh  Wynne  out  of  meet¬ 
ing  is  recorded  in  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell’s  historical 
novel,  “Hugh  Wynne.”  Mrs.  Volkhardt  is  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Aquila  Nebeker,  a  prominent  Philadel¬ 
phia  physician,  and  Mary  Emma  (Tally)  Nebeker. 
Mrs.  Volkhardt  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
but  was  raised  and  educated  in  Philadelphia.  As  a 
prominent  club  woman,  active  in  social  and  philan¬ 
thropic  movements,  she  is  a  member  of  the  “Daugh¬ 
ters  of  Pennsylvania”;  served  as  vice-president  of 
the  Woman’s  Club  of  Port  Richmond  (1926-28), 
was  elected  its  president  for  1930,  also  in  the  Woman’s 
Club  of  Staten  Island  she  held  office  as  treasurer 
for  seven  years.  In  recognition  of  her  devotion  to 
club  activities  Mrs.  Volkhardt  was  elected  president 
of  the  Woman’s  Club  of  Staten  Island  in  1928.  In 
1929  she  was  chosen  chairman  representing  Richmond 
Borough  in  the  New  York  State  Federation  of 
Woman’s  Clubs.  In  city  and  State,  in  fact  in  all 
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woman’s  club  activities,  Staten  Island  has  a  cham¬ 
pion  in  Mrs.  Volkhardt. 

William  and  Mary  Boys  (Nebeker)  Volkhardt 
became  the  parents  of  four  children:  i.  Aquila  Nebe¬ 
ker,  born  in  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  and  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  New  York,  and  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity,  class  of  1920.  2.  Myrtle  Nebeker,  born  in 
Chester,  Pennsylvania,  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  New  York;  Wells  College,  class  of  1920,  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Calvados  (France),  University  of  the  Sor- 
bonne  (France),  and  Columbia  University,  where 
she  received  her  Master’s  degree  in  romance  lan¬ 
guages  in  1926.  3.  William  Tally,  born  on  Staten 
Island,  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York, 
Dartmouth  College,  class  of  1926,  and  the  New  York 
University  Graduate  School  of  Business.  4.  Mary 
Nebeker,  born  on  Staten  Island,  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  York,  Penn  Hall  and  Syracuse 
University,  class  of  1928.  She  was  married  on  De¬ 
cember  31,  1928  to  Richard  A.  Haines,  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  colonial  settler  of  the  family  home¬ 
stead  at  Haines  Falls,  New  York.  Mr.  Haines  is  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1928  of  the  United  States 
Naval  Academy. 


CHARLES  W.  KENNEDY— Two  qualities 
which  must  necessarily  be  found  in  the  character  of 
an  individual  and  which  determine  to  a  large  extent 
his  ability  to  master  his  destiny,  are  those  of  self- 
reliance  and  resourcefulness.  Placed  together  and 
properly  directed  they  bring  about  the  efficiency  that 
is  greatly  needed  in  the  successful  management  of  an 
enterprise.  In  this  respect  the  men  who  were  respon¬ 
sible  for  turning  the  wheels  of  industry  in  former 
years  were  as  gifted  as  those  of  the  present  genera¬ 
tion.  A  resident  of  West  Brighton  who  fully  exempli¬ 
fied  these  qualities  in  his  association  with  one  of 
Staten  Islands  oldest  establishments  was  the  late  Cap¬ 
tain  Charles  W.  Kennedy,  Civil  War  veteran,  and 
father  of  T.  Livingstone  Kennedy,  whose  biography 
follows. 

Charles  W.  Kennedy  was  born  in  Bangor,  County 
Down,  Ireland,  July  25,  1833.  After  receiving  his 
early  schooling  in  the  Belfast  Academy  he  attended 
Dublin  University.  In  1853  he  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Staten  Island. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  here  the  young  man  won  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  Colonel  Nathan  Barrett, 
president  of  the  old  Staten  Island  Dyeing  Company, 
located  at  what  is  now  West  New  Brighton.  On  this 
confidence  of  Colonel  Barrett  hinged  Captain  Ken¬ 
nedy’s  whole  business  career.  Under  the  Colonel’s 
guidance  he  began  a  long  and  honorable  association 
with  this  company,  first  in  a  minor  capacity,  then 
advancing  to  various  positions  of  increasing  impor¬ 
tance  and  finally  being  rewarded  with  the  position  of 
vice-president  and  treasurer,  which  he  held  until  his 
retirement  in  1907.  His  career  fully  revealed  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  receiving  early  in  his  business  connection 
a  well-rounded  training  covering  experience  in  every 
branch  of  the  establishment. 

A  public-spirited  man  and  withal,  one  whose  home 
life  bore  him  a  large  share  of  happiness  and  comfort, 
he  found  time  to  engage  in  numerous  civic  activities. 
Though  not  politically-inclined,  he  served  as  collector 
of  the  town  of  Castleton  at  one  time  and  was  one  of 
the  most  active  promoters  of  the  division  of  the 
Castleton  Corners  School  District,  which  ultimately 
led  to  the  building  of  the  Curtis  School  at  Greenleaf 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton.  Of  this  latter  institu¬ 
tion  he  was  a  trustee  and  chairman  of  the  board.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Staten  Island 


Building  and  Loan  Association,  serving  as  director 
for  a  number  of  vears;  and  was  identified  for  a  long 
period  as  chairman  of  the  Official  Board  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  West  New  Brighton. 

With  the  coming  of  the  Civil  War,  Charles  W. 
Kennedy  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army,  serving  along 
with  his  friends,  Captain  Orville  Jewett,  son  of  the 
founder  of  Jewett’s  White  Lead  Works  in  Port 
Richmond,  and  Major  Clarence  T.  Barrett,  son  of 
John  T.  Barrett,  of  the  New  York  Dyeing  and 
Printing  Establishment,  now  Barrett,  Nephews  and 
Company.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
of  the  United  States,  joining  the  New  York  Com- 
mandery.  The  following  is  quoted  from  the  records 
of  the  Commandery  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the 
same,  after  Captain  Kennedy’s  death  on  January  25, 
1914: 

Captain  Kennedy’s  love  for  his  adopted  country 
and  its  institutions  (except  slavery  of  the  colored 
race  in  the  South)  led  him  in  1862  to  enlist  for 
service  as  private  in  the  175th  Regiment,  New  York 
Volunteers,  which  was  later  consolidated  with  the 
156th  Regiment.  His  service  in  the  army  was  con¬ 
tinuous  from  enlistment  to  his  muster-out,  June 
10,  1865.  He  was  enrolled  in  the  156th  Regiment, 
August  23,  1862;  first  sergeant,  November  13,  1862; 
second  lieutenant,  January  31,  1863;  first  lieutenant, 
August  31,  1863;  captain,  March  26,  1864;  serving  in 
Banks’  expedition  (La.);  19th  Corps,  Department  of 
the  Gulf,  Army  of  the  Shenandoah;  Department  of 
Georgia,  and  Sherman’s  Army  in  the  Carolinas.  He 
was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  “forlorn  hope”  called 
upon  to  storm  the  breast-works  at  the  siege  of 
Port  Hudson.  At  one  period  of  his  service  he  was 
on  the  staff  of  General  Scofield  as  acting  assistant 
adjutant  general,  and  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek 
he  was  wounded  in  the  right  hand.  No  better 
tribute  to  his  service  can  be  given  than  the  follow¬ 
ing  extract  from  a  letter  written  since  his  death 
by  the  Colonel  of  his  regiment.  General  Alfred 
Neafie:  "As  a  patriot  he  was  loyal  and  true;  as  an 
officer  he  was  faithful  and  unswerving  in  his  duty; 
as  a  friend  he  was  courteous  and  affectionate — a 
true  comrade.  His  family  have  a  precious  legacy  in 
the  truth  and  honor  of  such  a  man.  His  old  colonel 
takes  pleasure  in  paying  him  this  tribute.” 

The  foregoing  excerpt  was  taken  from  a  resolution 
dated  March  27,  1914,  and  signed  by  Recorder  Wil¬ 
liam  S.  Cogswell,  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S. 
A.  Captain  Kennedy  also  held  membership  in  the 
James  C.  Rice  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
of  Manhattan. 

Captain  Kennedy’s  marriage  took  place  in  1855  to 
Catharine  Van  Name  of  Staten  Island.  They  became 
the  parents  of  five  children:  James  C.,  now  living 
retired  in  East  Orange,  New  Jersey;  Thomas  Living¬ 
stone,  (q.  v.);  Harriet,  who  died  in  infancy;  Kath¬ 
erine,  a  former  public  school  teacher  on  Staten 
Island,  now  living  retired  in  Flushing,  Long  Island; 
and  Otis  H.,  deceased. 

Mr.  Kennedy  lived  for  long  years  at  the  family 
home  on  the  corner  of  Jewett  and  Forest  avenues 
(formerly  Cherry  Lane),  West  New  Brighton.  His 
burial  was  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery,  New  Dorp. 


THOMAS  LIVINGSTONE  KENNEDY— A 

native  and  life-long  resident  of  Staten  Island,  Mr. 
Kennedy  was  engaged  for  more  than  half  a  century 
in  the  fire  insurance  business,  retiring  from  active 
pursuit  of  his  calling  in  April,  1927.  Throughout  his 
long  residence  here,  he  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  civic,  social,  and  religious  life  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Thomas  L.  (T.  Livingstone)  „  Kennedy  was  born  at 
West  New  Brighton,  November  12,  1858,  a  son  of 
Charles  W.  and  Catharine  (Van  Name)  Kennedy, 
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who  are  mentioned  in  the  preceding  review.  His  edu¬ 
cation  was  obtained  at  Trinity  School,  New  Brighton, 
the  leading  private  academy  on  Staten  Island  at  that 
time,  and  of  which  Professor  John  M.  Hawkins  was 
then  principal. 

On  September  1,  1874,  Mr.  Kennedy  became  en¬ 
gaged  in  insurance  work  with  the  Queen  Insurance 
Company  of  Liverpool,  England,  afterwards  incor¬ 
porated  as  the  Queen  Insurance  Company  of  America. 
His  chief  activity  was  with  the  financial  branch  of 
the  business,  being  successively,  chief  accountant, 
chief  auditor  (in  which  capacity  he  visited  regularly 
and  supervised  the  work  of  the  branch  offices  of  the 
company  in  the  United  States  and  Canada),  and 
assistant  secretary,  a  position  he  held  at  the  time  of 
his  retirement,  April  1,  1927.  Since  that  date  he  has 
devoted  himself  more  fully  to  his  many  civic,  finan¬ 
cial,  and  other  interests.  During  the  World  War 
he  served  in  the  Staten  Island  Home  Defense.  He  is 
president  of  the  Tompkinsville  Cooperative  Savings 
and  Loan  Association,  was  one  of  its  incorporators  in 
1908,  and  a  director  since  its  inception,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Tompkins¬ 
ville  office  of  the  Staten  Island  National  Bank  and 
Trust  Company;  a  trustee  of  the  Staten  Island  In¬ 
stitute  of  Arts  and  Sciences;  a  member  of  the  Advis¬ 
ory  Board  of  the  Staten  Island  Diet  Kitchen;  a 
member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Staten  Island;  the  Staten  Island 
Golf  Club,  and  the  Drug  and  Chemical  Club  of  New 
York  City.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Prot¬ 
estant  Episcopal  denomination.  For  many  years  he 
served  as  senior  warden  of  Ascension  Church,  West 
New  Brighton,  severing  his  connection  with  that 
parish  when  he  removed  to  New  Brighton  in  1902. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  a  communicant  of  Christ 
Church. 

Mr.  Kennedy  married  on  October  19,  1880,  Marie 
Alice  Bush,  of  Staten  Island,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  Barton  (Vroome)  Bush.  Mrs.  Kennedy 
graduated  from  the  Brockport  Normal  School,  up¬ 
state,  in  1877,  and  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  Staten  Island  until  her  marriage.  In  the  later 
years  of  her  married  life  she  has  been  very  active  in 
social,  philanthropic  and  patriotic  work  in  this  bor¬ 
ough. 

She  organized  and  was  regent  for  seven  years  of 
the  Richmond  County  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  has  been  connected  with 
the  Staten  Island  Diet  Kitchen  since  1913,  having 
served  as  president  for  ten  years.  During  this  time 
she  reorganized  the  work  of  the  kitchen,  greatly  in¬ 
creasing  its  efficiency.  Mrs.  Kennedy  has  also  been 
a  member  of  the  Fortnightly  Club  of  Staten  Island 
for  over  twenty-five  years,  having  served  as  president 
two  different  terms.  She  has  long  been  a  member  and 
is  a  director  of  the  Staten  Island  Historical  Society, 
director  of  the  Conference  (Billopp)  House  Associa¬ 
tion,  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  and  is  identified  with  the  Huguenot 
Society  of  America. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  were 
six  sons  and  two  daughters: 

(I)  Charles  William  Kennedy,  their  eldest  child, 
was  born  in  Port  Richmond,  January  13,  1882.  He 
obtained  his  early  schooling  at  the  Staten  Island 
Academy,  then  attended  Phillips  Academy,  Exeter, 
New  Hampshire.  Upon  his  graduation  from  the  lat¬ 
ter  school,  in  1899,  he  entered  Princeton  University, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  Freshman  year  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Columbia  University.  From  the  latter  seat 
of  learning  he  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 


at  the  end  of  his  junior  year.  He  then  attended  New 
York  Law  School,  1903-04;  took  up  post-graduate 
work  at  Princeton  University  in  1905,  receiving  his 
Master  of  Arts  and  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degrees 
in  1906,  being  awarded  the  Charles  Scribner  Fellow¬ 
ship  in  1905-06  and  the  Porter  Ogden  Fellowship, 
1907-08.  After  leaving  Princeton  he  studied  at  Ox¬ 
ford  University,  England,  and  University  of  Munich, 
1907-08,  and  became  instructor  in  English  at  Prince¬ 
ton  University,  1908-10;  assistant  professor,  1910-19; 
associate  professor,  1919-21,  and  professor  in  Eng¬ 
lish  1921.  During  the  World  War  he  was  commis¬ 
sioned  first  lieutenant,  Ordnance  Reserve  Corps,  May 
28,  1917,  and  was  captain  Ordnance  Department, 
National  Army,  January  22,  1918,  to  January  10, 
1919.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Language  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  America;  Association  of  Teachers  of  Eng¬ 
lish,  New  Jersey;  member  of  the  Huguenot  Society 
of  America;  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  Sigma  Chi 
fraternities;  Nassau  (Princeton)  and  Princeton  (New 
York)  clubs.  He  translated  “The  Legend  of  St. 
Juliana,”  1906;  the  “Poems  of  Cynewolf,”  1910;  the 
“Caedmon  Poems,”  1916;  and  is  the  author  of  “The 
Walls  of  Hamelin,”  1922,  and  “College  Athletics,” 
1925;  has  been  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Athletic 
Control  at  Princeton  University  since  1922,  and  in 
January,  1930,  he  was  unanimously  chosen  president 
of  the  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Association.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Sportsman’s  League  of 
America;  member  and  vestryman  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  Princeton.  Professor  Kennedy  married,  June 
3,  1911,  Lucy  Baldwin  Walradt,  daughter  of  Arthur 
E.  and  Emma  (Baldwin)  Walradt  of  New  Rochelle, 
New  York.  They  have  one  daughter,  Barbara  Cary, 
born  March  23,  1920. 

(II)  Florence  Lucille  Kennedy  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  3,  1884,  and  graduated  from  Jamaica  Normal 
School  in  1905.  She  married  Dr.  Charles  G.  Stiles,  a 
prominent  Staten  Island  dentist,  February  20,  1911, 
and  they  have  three  children:  Julianne  Lawrence, 
born  August  9,  1913,  Robert  Livingstone,  born  June 
5,  1916,  and  Charles  Gowdy,  born  May  1,  1921. 

(III)  Edward  Trudeau  Kennedy,  the  second  son  of 
Thomas  Livingstone  Kennedy,  was  born  January  23, 
1889.  Leaving  high  school  he  entered  the  fire  insur¬ 
ance  business  with  the  North  British  Mercantile 
Insurance  Company,  New  York  City.  In  1913  his 
health  failed  and  he  went  to  Canada  to  take  up  ranch 
life.  After  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War 
he  enlisted  in  the  Canadian  Expeditionary  Forces  at 
Toronto,  Canada,  October  15,  1917,  and  was  sent  to 
a  training  camp  at  Hamilton,  Ontario,  first  being  at¬ 
tached  to  Company  E.,  2d  Central  Ontario  Regiment 
Infantry  as  a  private.  He  volunteered  on  January  1, 
1918,  for  the  machine  gun  service,  was  sent  to  the 
Machine  Gun  School  at  Toronto,  trained  in  the 
essentials  of  this  branch  of  warfare  and  was  assigned 
to  such  service  on  March  4,  1918.  After  crossing  to 
England  he  and  his  comrades  were  detailed  to  duty 
at  Seaford  in  that  country  until  August  1,  1918,  when 
as  part  of  the  2d  Battalion,  Canadian  Machine  Gun 
Corps,  they  were  transferred  to  the  battlefields  of 
France.  Entering  immediately  into  action  he  served 
at  the  front  during  the  latter  part  of  the  war.  After 
the  conflict  he  saw  service  in  the  Army  of  Occupa¬ 
tion  in  Germany  until  April  1,  1919,  and  journeying 
to  Canada,  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  To¬ 
ronto,  June  1,  1919. 

Mr.  Kennedy  is  now  superintendent  of  the  Survey 
Department  of  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
with  offices  in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  He  married, 
January  20,  1920,  Gladys  Langdon,  daughter  of  Wil- 
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liam  Penn  and  Lena  (Sparks)  Langdon,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Jean  Langdon  Kennedy, 
born  October  30,  1920. 

(IV)  Marie  Alice  Kennedy,  the  second  daughter 
of  Thomas  Livingstone  Kennedy,  was  born  March 
25,  1893*  Upon  graduating  from  the  Bottsford  School, 
New  Brighton,  she  entered  Wellesley  College,  class 
of  1916.  On  December  1,  1920,  she  married  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Essen  Arthur  Fullerton,  who  served  in  the  Royal 
Garrison  Artillery  with  the  British  forces  in  the 
World  War.  They  have  three  sons:  Arthur  Garrick, 
born  January  11,  1923;  George  Livingstone,  born 
January  14,  1926;  and  John  Alexander,  born  June  27, 

1929. 

(V)  Stanley  Livingstone  Kennedy  was  born  May 
12,  1895.  He  prepared  for  college  at  Princeton  Pre¬ 
paratory  School  and  entered  Trinity  College,  Hart¬ 
ford,  graduating  in  June,  1924,  with  the  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree.  He  then  entered  the  Brooklyn  Law 
School  and  after  graduating  from  that  institution,  was 
admitted  to  the  New  York  Bar  in  January,  1930.  He 
is  now  employed  with  the  Royal  Indemnity  Company, 
New  York  City,  as  special  agent,  with  headquarters 
at  Syracuse,  New  York.  On  June  28,  1927,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Gillis,  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Thomas  Livingstone,  2d,  born  February  20,  1929. 

Stanley  L.  Kennedy  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Navy  for  service  in  the  World  War,  first  at  the  Pel¬ 
ham  Bay  Naval  Training  Station  and  later  at  the 
Guard  School  at  the  Yale  Boat  Clubhouse,  New 
Haven.  He  served  from  February,  1918,  to  Decem¬ 
ber  20,  1918. 

(VI)  Adrian  Van  Brunt  Kennedy,  was  born  June 
17,  1898.  After  leaving  Curtis  High  School  he 
entered  the  Marconi  Radio  School,  New  York  City. 
When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Signal  Corps,  June  23, 
1917,  and  was  sent  to  Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  to 
receive  instruction.  On  September  1,  1917,  he  was 
detached  to  the  409th  Telegraph  Battalion  at  Camp 
Little  Silver,  New  Jersey.  They  sailed  for  France, 
October  15,  1917,  arriving  at  St.  Nazaire,  November 

I.  In  1918  he  was  transferred  to  the  “Radio  Section,” 
attached,  to  2d  Army  Headquarters  at  Toul  and 
served  with  this  unit  in  the  Chateau  Thierry  and  St. 
Mihiel  offensives.  He  was  made  a  corporal  September 
16,  1918,  continuing  on  duty  in  France  until  April, 
1919.  Arriving  in  New  York  City  May  1,  1919,  he 
was  mustered  out  of  service  two  weeks  later. 

(VII)  Philip  Sidney  Kennedy  was  born  October 

II,  1900;  he  was  graduated  from  Curtis  High  School 
and  attended  Bates  College,  Maine,  and  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  College,  Durham,  New  Hampshire,  leaving  in 
his  third  year  because  of  ill  health. 

(VIII)  Donald  Banta  Kennedy,  the  youngest  son 
of  Thomas  Livingstone  Kennedy,  was  born  October 
25,  1902;  he  graduated  from  Curtis  High  School  and 
attended  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Connecticut,  leav¬ 
ing  that  institution  to  enter  business  life.  He  became 
connected  with  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  New  York  City,  remaining  in  the  Ac¬ 
counting  Division  until  October,  1928,  when  he  was 
sent  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  as  an  agent.  In  January, 

1930,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  assistant  managers 
of  an  agency  of  the  company  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 
He  married,  January  11,  1930,  Dorothy  Hanson,  of 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


AUGUST  H.  LUDWIG— A  native  of  Staten 
Island  and  resident  here  all  his  life,  August  H. 
Ludwig  has  devoted  his  time  for  the  past  twenty 
years  to  the  development  of  projects  in  this  com¬ 


munity  through  his  activities  in  real  estate  and  as 
a  contractor  and  builder. 

Mr.  Ludwig’s  birth  took  place  in  West  New 
Brighton,  September  21,  1882,  son  of  Theodore  and 
Rosine  (Geissen)  Ludwig,  and  he  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  local  public  schools.  In  1924  after 
being  in  business  privately  for  some  twenty  years 
he  organized  the  firm  of  A.  H.  Ludwig  &  Company 
of  which  he  is  president.  This  concern  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  building  and  in  real  estate  devel¬ 
opment  work  in  West  New  Brighton  and  the  vicin¬ 
ity.  In  addition,  Mr.  Ludwig  was  associated  as 
director  and  vice-president  of  the  Allen-Wheeler 
Company,  Inc.,  lumber  dealers,  for  the  past  nine 
years.  He  was  also  associated  with  Johnson  L.  Rose 
of  Westerleigh,  as  a  partner  in  the  competent  Home 
Building  Company  which  organization  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  development  of  the  picturesque  sections 
of  Allen  Court,  Colonial  Court  and  the  Ganesvoort 
Boulevard  section.  He  is  widely  known  in  financial 
activities,  as  a  director  of  the  West  New  Brighton 
Bank;  director  of  the  Westerleigh  Building,  Loan 
and  Savings  Association  and  of  the  North  Shore 
Building,  Loan  and  Savings  Association.  At  the 
present  time  Mr.  Ludwig,  in  association  with  the 
Gotham  Estates,  Incorporated,  is  busily  engaged  in 
the  development  of  the  Silver  Lake  section. 

He  is  affiliated  with  Conference  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  Tyrian  Chapter;  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons,  Empire  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  and 
Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Rotary  Club,  and  is  an  associate  member  of  the 
Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board. 

Mr.  Ludwig  married,  at  West  New  Brighton  on 
October  18,  1904,  Bertha  M.  Reed,  a  native  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ludwig  are  the 
parents  of  three  daughters,  Bertha,  Rosine  and 
Jeanette. 


JOHN  SAYERS  WARE,  M.  D.  — As  a  repre¬ 
sentative  in  local  medical  circles,  having  practiced 
for  nearly  two  decades,  Dr.  John  S.  Ware  is  well 
established  as  a  physician  in  this  community. 

The  Ware  family  has  lived  on  Staten  Island  about 
sixty  years,  William  and  Mary  (Turtle)  Ware,  the 
grandparents  of  Dr.  Ware,  having  permanently  settled 
in  this  country  in  1870.  Several  years  previously,  how¬ 
ever,  William  Ware  came  from  Ireland  and  first 
located  in  New  York  where  he  became  engaged  in 
business  and  was  later  joined  by  his  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren.  In  that  city  he  in  time,  founded  the  export 
firm  of  William  Ware  and  Sons,  and  continued  in 
the  management  of  this  establishment  until  his  death 
in  1896,  whereupon  his  five  sons  succeeded  him.  They 
had  six  children:  James  Atkinson,  William  Thomas, 
Richard  Turtle,  Minnie,  who  married  William  Har- 
pur,  a  Methodist  minister  in  Belfast,  Ireland;  George 
Higginson  and  Alexander  Crawford  Ware.  Mrs. 
Mary  (Turtle)  Ware’s  death  occurred  in  1909. 

Of  these  sons,  George  H.  Ware,  father  of  Dr. 
Ware,  was  a  native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  and  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents  when  but 
eight  years  of  age.  He  has  spent  practically  all  of 
his  life  on  Staten  Island,  receiving  his  education  here 
and  at  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Beginning  his  busi¬ 
ness  career  in  his  father’s  firm  he  eventually  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  the  enterprise  which  grew  steadily  in  im¬ 
portance.  He  retired,  in  1910  from  active  business, 
but  continued  to  take  a  keen  interest  in  matters  of 
importance  on  the  island  of  a  financial,  civic,  frater¬ 
nal  or  religious  nature.  He  married  Ida  May  Cooper, 
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daughter  of  Samuel  and  Frances  Graham  (Bradley) 
Cooper,  of  an  old  Stapleton  family,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Dr.  John  Sayers  Ware,  our 
subject,  and  a  daughter,  Jeanette,  who  died  at  an 
early  age.  Like  her  husband  Mrs.  Ware  has  always 
evinced  a  devotion  to  Staten  Island  that  has  found 
expression  in  interests  with  which  she  has  been  oc¬ 
cupied,  including  those  of  a  civic  and  social  character. 

Dr.  John  S.  Ware  was  born  in  Stapleton,  February 
26,  1886,  and  obtained  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  schools  of  that  district.  He  then  attended  Curtis 
High  School  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1905.  Resolving  to  follow  a  medical  career 
he  matriculated  at  Cornell  University  as  a  student 
in  the  Medical  College,  and  was  granted  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1910.  For  his  interneship 
he  came  to  Bellevue  Hospital  in  Manhattan  and 
served  in  a  similar  capacity  later  at  St.  Mary’s  Hos¬ 
pital  for  Children  and  at  the  Manhattan  Maternity 
Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

Dr.  Ware  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Stapleton  in  1913  and  like  many  others  of  the  medical 
fraternity,  also  continued  to  specialize  in  a  branch 
of  medical  science  that  he  had  followed  since  his 
days  at  Cornell  University.  This  was  in  orthopedic 
surgery,  being  appointed  attending  orthopedic  surgeon 
to  Seaview  Hospital,  and  in  1929  was  appointed  ortho¬ 
pedic  surgeon  to  Staten  Island  Hospital.  He  is 
assistant  surgeon  in  orthopedics  in  Cornell  Dispen¬ 
sary  in  New  York  City,  and  for  about  ten  years 
has  been  an  instructor  in  orthopedic  surgery  in 
Cornell  University  Medical  College. 

Within  his  calling  Dr.  Ware  is  a  member  of  the 
Richmond  County  Medical  Society  and  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Society.  His  favorite  recreation  is 
outdoor  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Adirondack 
Mountain  Club,  and  the  Torrey  Botanical  Club. 

On  March  1,  1917,  Dr.  John  S.  Ware  married 
Mabelle  Alice  Anderson,  daughter  of  William  and 
Susie  F.  (Hayes)  Anderson,  of  Lynn,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  of  old  New  England  stock  of  that  State  and 
Maine.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ware  have  two  sons:  Richard 
Anderson,  born  November  7,  1919,  and  Donald 

Bradley,  born  December  10,  1922.  Mrs.  Ware  is 
a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Rev¬ 
olution. 


HON.  AND  REV.  WILLIAM  PRALL— Among 
the  narratives  in  the  “History  of  Staten  Island  and 
Its  People”  which  afford  much  interest  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  of  a  descendant  of  one  of  our  earliest  settlers, 
who  has  attained  high  rank  in  the  church,  in  civic  life 
and  in  literature;  and,  of  his  ancestors  who  bore 
bravely  the  responsibilities  and  vicissitudes  of  pioneer 
life  here  on  this  island  and  helped  in  the  building 
of  a  community  which  is  now  recognized  as  one  of 
the  foremost  historical  centers  of  our  beloved 
America. 

Tracing  back  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  William  Prall’s 
ancestry  to  the  original  settler  in  America,  Arendt 
Jansen  van  Naerden  Prall,  we  find  that  this  fore¬ 
bear  came,  about  1660,  from  Amsterdam,  Holland, 
and  later,  after  his  marriage,  settled  on  Staten  Island, 
thus  joining  the  group  of  first  settlers,  formed  in 
1661,  by  Billiou,  Christopher,  Tysen  and  others. 
Records  existing  show  that  in  1670,  banns  were 
registered  on  June  3,  at  Kingston  on  Hudson  (Wilt- 
vvyck),  for  the  marriage  of  Arendt  Jansen  van 
Naerden  Prall  and  Maria  Billiou,  daughter  of  Pierre 
and  Francoise  (du  Bois)  Billiou,  of  Huguenot  ances¬ 
try.  The  banns  were  authorized  by  Louis  du  Bois, 
uncle  of  the  bride.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
removed  to  Staten  Island,  where  his  wife’s  father 


had  been  the  leader  of  the  first  permanent  settlement, 
as  previously  mentioned.  Arendt  Jansen  van  Naerden 
and  Maria  (Billiou)  Prall  had  three  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Arendt  Prall  died  in  1725. 

Captain  Pieter  Prall,  son  of  Arendt  Jansen  van 
Naerden  and  Maria  (Billiou)  Prall,  was  born  in  1672, 
died  in  1748.  He  was  the  eldest  son  and  a  man  of 
importance.  His  wife  was  Maria  Christopher,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Abraham  Prall,  son  of  Pieter  and  Maria  (Chris¬ 
topher)  Prall,  was  born  in  1706,  married  Alada 
Hageman,  and  died  in  1775.  He  inherited  the  old 
Prall  homestead  at  Morning  Star,  which  he  sold 
previous  to  his  removal  to  Chelsea,  town  of  North- 
field,  where  his  branch  of  the  family  then  located. 
They  were  prominent  as  landowners,  farmers,  and 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  their  time.  They 
had  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Abraham  Prall,  Jr.,  son  of  Abraham  and  Alada 
(Hageman)  Prall,  was  born  in  1750,  and  died  in 
1820.  He  married  Mary  Stillwell,  and  had  three  sons. 

Daniel  Prall,  son  of  Abraham  and  Mary  (Still¬ 
well)  Prall,  was  born  in  1773  and  died,  by  drowning, 
in  1817.  He  married  Ann  Mercereau.  They  had  five 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

William  Prall,  son  of  Daniel  and  Ann  (Merce¬ 
reau)  Prall,  was  born  in  1795  and  died  in  1853.  He 
married  Ann  Egbert  and  had  two  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

The  Hon.  Edwin  T.  Prall,  son  of  William  and 
Ann  (Egbert)  Prall,  and  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  at  Northfield,  March  21,  1821. 
When  a  young  man  he  left  Staten  Island  and  went 
to  New  York  to  live.  However,  he  did  not  perma¬ 
nently  settle  in  the  Metropolis  for,  in  1850,  Paterson, 
New  Jersey,  became  his  home.  In  the  latter  city  he 
engaged  in  the  business  of  cotton  manufacture  and 
the  building  of  locomotives,  being  recognized  as  one 
of  the  foremost  citizens  of  that  State.  He  was  elected 
colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment  of  the  Passaic  Brigade, 
during  the  Civil  War  and  was  twice  elected  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Paterson.  Edwin  T.  Prall  married 
Rachel  M.  Thomson,  and  to  them  were  born  ten 
children:  three  sons  and  seven  daughters,  of  whom 
the  subject  of  this  biography  was  the  youngest  son. 
The  Hon.  Edwin  T.  Prall  died  July  6,  1869,  and 
was  survived  by  his  widow,  three  sons  and  five 
daughters. 

The  Hon.  and  Rev.  William  Prall,  son  of  the 
Hon.  Edwin  T.  and  Rachel  M.  (Thomson)  Prall, 
was  born  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  April  6,  1853..  He 
was  educated  at  Edward’s  Place  School,  Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts,  and  afterwards  studied  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Heidelberg,  Germany,  from  which  he  received 
the  degrees  of  Master  of  Arts  and  Doctor  of  Philoso¬ 
phy  in  1873.  After  returning  to  America  he  decided 
at  first  to  follow  law  as  a  profession.  He  took  his 
legal  course  at  Columbia  Law  School,  where  he 
obtained  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  in  1875, 
being  admitted  to  the  New  York  Bar  the  same 
year.  For  the  next  ten  years  he  practiced  law  in  the 
City  of  New  York  and  in  New  Jersey,  being  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  New  Jersey  in  1876.  During  these 
years  he  was  appointed  Special  Master  in  Chancery 
and  was  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Assembly  in 
1883-84.  He  drafted  and  secured  the  enactment  of 
the  Free  Public  Library  Law,  and  in  1885  was  the 
first  president  of  the  Paterson  Free  Public  Library. 

He  married,  October  26,  1881,  Lilian  Porter  Clapp, 
daughter  of  the  late  Thaddeus  Clapp,  of  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts,  who  died  March  23,  1884.  After  the 
deaths  of  his  wife  and  a  daughter,  who  was  born  when 
her  mother  died,  his  thoughts  turned  to  the  ministry, 
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and  in  1887  he  became  a  deacon  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church.  In  1888  he  was  ordained  priest 
and  entered  upon  a  distinguished  career  as  a  clergy¬ 
man.  His  first  charge  was  the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Communion,  South  Orange,  New  Jersey,  1887-91; 
his  second,  St.  John’s,  Detroit,  Michigan,  1891-1900. 
In  1892  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Sacred 
Theology  from  Hobart  College.  In  1900  he  became 
rector  of  the  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Albany,  New  York, 
where  he  served  until  1906.  Dr.  Prall  was  a  member 
of  the  General  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  three  times,  and  one  of  its  representatives 
to  the  Synod  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Canada. 
During  this  period,  he  published  his  book  on  “Civic 
Christianity”  (in  1885),  and  his  treatise  on  “The 
State  and  the  Church”  (in  1909). 

Dr.  Prall  married  (second),  February  12,  1897, 
Helen  Ames  Lothrop,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Hon.  George  Van  Ness  Lothrop, 
some  time  United  States  Minister  to  Russia.  With 
her  assistance  his  careful  studies  of  the  Prall  gen¬ 
ealogy  and  colonial  history  have  been  pursued.  Since 
1910,  such  studies  and  others  of  an  historical  char¬ 
acter,  have  occupied  much  of  his  time. 

In  1910  he  had  published  “The  Court  of  Alexander 
III”;  in  1913  the  translation  of  “Memories  of  Youth 
by  Giovanni  Visconti  Venosta.”  Four  papers  on  the 
Huguenots  have  been  presented  by  Dr.  Prall  before 
historical  societies  as  later  results  of  his  studies, 
these  being:  “The  Origins  of  the  Church  of  the 
Huguenots,”  “The  Edict  of  Nantes,”  “The  Revoca¬ 
tion  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes”  and  “The  Huguenot 
Settlements  in  America.”  His  study  of  the  “Found¬ 
ing  of  the  New  England,  the  Virginia  and  the  New 
Netherland  Colonies,  with  an  appreciation  of  some 
half-forgotten  Worthies,”  was  written  for  the  Staten 
Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  the  Staten 
Island  Historical  Society.  In  1923,  Dr.  Prall  became 
a  life  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts 
and  Science,  and  has  taken  much  interest  in  Staten 
Island’s  historical  matters.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Huguenot- Walloon  Tercentenary  Commission  in  1924, 
and  was  made  vice-president  of  the  Huguenot  Society 
of  America  for  Staten  Island  in  1925.  Dr.  Prall  has 
been  greatly  interested  in  the  Huguenot  Memorial 
Church  built  on  part  of  the  land  donated  by  the 
Hon.  Beniamin  P.  Prall  at  Huguenot  Park,  below 
Great  Kills.  To  this  church  he  presented  a  pillar 
commemorating  his  Billiou,  du  Bois,  and  Prall  ances¬ 
tors.  To  the  Public  Museum  at  St.  George  he  has 
presented  a  marble  medallion  by  Franklin  Simmons 
of  Rome,  to  be  placed  in  the  Art  Gallery  of  the 
enlarged  building,  to  the  cost  of  which  he  has  liber¬ 
ally  contributed:  while  Mrs.  Prall  has  permitted  the 
use  of  her  genealogical  material  for  publication.  Dr. 
Prall  is  a  member  of  the  Holland  Society,  the  St. 
Nicholas.  Society,  the  Huguenot  Society,  the  Society 
of  Colonial  Wars,  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  Kappa  Alpha 
fraternities,  and  the  University  and  Centurv  clubs  of 
New  York.  He  has  also  been  Chaplain  General  of 
the  League  of  Huguenot  Societies  in  the  United 
States  for  the  last  several  years.  Dr.  Prall’s  New 
York  residence  is  at  No.  1130  Park  Avenue,  while 
his  summer  cottage  is  “Roadside,”  at  Lenox,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find,  both  on  the  paternal 
and  maternal  sides  of  Dr.  Prall’s  family,  a  lineage 
more  completely  representative  of  old  Staten  Island, 
than  described  herein.  There  has  never  been  a  time 
since  their  coming  that  the  family  has  not  been  rep¬ 
resented  on  the  Island.  Their  contributions  to  its 
welfare  have  covered  more  than  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  of  its  history,  and  these  perhaps  reach 


a  climax  in  the  careers  of  several  of  its  noted  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  present  era.  In  Dr.  Prall’s  career  it  will 
be  seen  that  his  ancestors  would  have  cause  to  be 
proud  of  their  descendant. 


DAN  GORDON  JUDGE  — One  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  legal  profession  who  resides  in  West 
New  Brighton  and  is  associated  in  New  York  with 
the  law  firm  of  Stoddard  and  Mark,  is  Dan  Gordon 
Judge.  Mr.  Judge  was  formerly  identified  with  The 
Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Company,  at  their  Staten 
Island  branch,  St.  George. 

The  Judge  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and 
resident  for  several  generations  in  Ireland,  though 
from  time  to  time  various  of  its  members  settled  in 
other  countries.  It  was  in  Ireland  that  the  birth 
of  Patrick  Judge,  grandfather  of  Dan  Gordon  Judge, 
occurred,  but  his  education  was  received  in  Scotland 
whither  his  parents  brought  him  in  early  childhood. 
Upon  leaving  school  he  was  employed  in  various 
woolen  mills,  up  to  1871,  when  he  sailed  to  America, 
hoping  thereby  to  better  his  position  in  life. 

Arriving  in  the  United  States,  Patrick  Judge  went 
to  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  employed 
for  some  years.  Later  he  removed  to  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania,  becoming  connected  with  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  Steel  Company,  and  thus  beginning  an  asso¬ 
ciation  that  was  to  last  virtually  up  to  the  time  of 
his  demise.  He  was  withal,  a  skillful  and  earnest 
worker,  whose  chief  interest  outside  of  his  vocational 
duties  was  in  his  home  and  family.  His  marriage 
had  taken  place  in  Scotland  about  1870  to  Bridget 
McCue,  of  Irish  descent,  who  died  in  1929.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  James 
T.,  father  of  our  Mr.  Judge;  Mary,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Stephen,  who  married  Mary  Kelly;  Frank; 
John;  Daniel,  deceased;  Patrick;  Charles,  and  Ed¬ 
win,  who  died  in  infancy. 

James  T.  Judge  was  born  in  Lowell,  Massachusetts, 
on  April  25,  1872,  but  obtained  his  education  pri¬ 
marily  in  the  public  schools  of  Scranton,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  became  by  occupation  a  building  con¬ 
tractor,  spending  the  earlier  part  of  his  active  busi¬ 
ness  life  in  the  service  of  a  New  York  firm  of  build¬ 
ers.  In  this  work  he  became  connected  with  the 
Pittston,  Pennsylvania,  office  of  the  company,  until 
deciding  to  engage  in  the  real  estate  business.  His 
association  with  Staten  Island  began  in  19x9  and  has 
continued  ever  since,  the  development  of  realty  pro¬ 
jects  in  this  part  of  Greater  New  York  absorbing 
his  attention  for  the  most  part.  At  one  time  during 
his  earlier  life  he  was  prominent  in  amateur  athletics, 
particularly  baseball,  and  was  considered  a  versatile, 
all-around  athlete.  He  was  also  fond  of  boxing, 
and  held  an  amateur  championship  in  his  youth. 

Mr.  Judge’s  marriage  took  place  in  New  York 
City,  to  Catherine  Gordon,  daughter  of  James  and 
Catherine  (Boyle)  Gordon.  They  became  the  parents 
of  four  children:  James,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary, 
who  likewise  died  early  in  youth;  Dan  Gordon,  of 
this  review;  and  Catherine,  now  Mrs.  Nicholas 
Kenny,  of  Staten  Island. 

Dan  Gordon  Judge  was  born  in  New  York  City 
on  November  4,  1902,  and  acquired  his  education  at 
Seton  Hall  College  in  New  Jersey,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  honors,  and  at  the  College  of 
the  City  of  New  .  York.  He  then  became  associated 
with  Harold  Swain,  attorney  for  the  Title,  Guarantee 
and  Trust  Company  of  New  York,  and  at  the  same 
time  attending  evening  classes  at  the  Fordham  Uni¬ 
versity  Law  School,  finishing  the  course  and  receiv¬ 
ing  his  diploma  in  June,  1925.  Being  licensed  by  the 
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State  to  practice  law  in  the  same  year,  he  established 
himself  in  his  own  office  at  Tompkinsville,  and  at 
the  same  time  was  retained  by  the  Title,  Guarantee 
and  Trust  Company  as  a  member  of  the  legal  staff 
in  their  offices  on  Bay  Street.  Mr.  Judge  continued 
this  association  until  April  I,  1927,  when  he  became 
connected  with  the  law  firm  of  Stoddard  and  Mark, 
and  has  remained  here  ever  since  that  time. 

At  the  time  that  the  United  States  entered  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Judge  was  but  a  lad  in  his  teens, 
but  his  patriotism  found  an  outlet  in  the  work  that 
the  Boy  Scout  organization  was  called  upon  to  do 
and  in  helping  the  government  by  selling  Liberty 
Bonds.  When  he  became  of  age,  he  gave  his  al¬ 
legiance  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  County  organization.  He  is  iden¬ 
tified  with  Delta  Sigma  Phi  fraternity. 

Dan  Gordon  Judge  married,  on  November  1,  1924, 
Madeline  C.  Day,  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Mary 
(Dolan)  Day,  of  Staten  Island.  Mr.  Day  is  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  American  Steamship  Lines,  with  of¬ 
fices  in  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judge  have  one 
child,  a  daughter,  born  on  July  28,  1925,  named 
Rosemary. 

The  Judge  residence  is  situated  at  No.  95  Mada 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton;  his  business  address 
is  at  No.  285  Madison  Avenue,  New  York. 


CHARLES  B.  McNALLY— On  Staten  Island, 
in  the  field  of  education,  literature  and  law,  those 
among  our  citizens  delving  into  such  subjects  will 
naturally  refer  to  a  branch  of  institutional  life  in 
that  of  the  Supreme  Court  Library  of  Richmond 
County.  In  the  capacity  of  librarian  of  that  finely 
organized  branch  of  our  county  government,  one 
comes  upon  Charles  B.  McNally,  a  native  Staten 
Islander,  who  is  ably  filling  such  a  post. 

He  is  the  son  of  James  and  Sarah  (Cunningham) 
McNally,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  September 
17,  1880,  in  West  New  Brighton.  His  father  came 
came  from  Ireland  about  1865  and  settled  in  West 
New  Brighton.  During  his  active  years  he  was 
engaged  as  a  mason  and  builder.  His  death  occurred 
here  in  1890,  he  being  survived  by  his  widow,  who 
died  in  1906.  The  elder  McNallys  were  parents  of 
five  children:  Mary,  deceased,  late  wife  of  William 
McAndrews  of  Tottenville;  Margaret,  deceased; 
Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Frederick  McBride  of  West  New 
Brighton;  Charles  B.,  of  whom  further;  and  Frank, 
associated  with  the  Appellate  Division  Court  Library 
in  Brooklyn. 

Charles  B.  McNally  received  his  early  schooling  at 
St.  Rose  of  Lima  Parochial  School  and  Public 
School  No.  18.  He  first  became  employed  in  a  minor 
position  for  a  short  period,  and  in  1879  entered  the 
firm  of  Park  Son  and  Company,  commodity  importers 
and  exporters,  at  No.  88  Wall  Street,  New  York.  He 
continued  in  mercantile  life  with  this  firm  until  1905, 
when  he  entered  the  police  department  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  later  becoming  detective  sergeant.  He 
remained  in  this  service  for  thirteen  years,  becoming 
in  1918  secretary  to  County  Judge  J.  Harry  Tier- 
nan,  which  position  he  held  for  two  years.  While 
holding  this  latter  position  he  took  up  the  study  of 
law  at  Brooklyn  Law  School. 

On  May  3,  1919,  a  law  was  passed  by  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  of  New  York  State  which  was  of  considerable 
importance  to  the  people  of  Staten  Island,  in  that  it 
created  a  Supreme  Court  Library  in  Richmond 
County.  The  material  substance  of  the  law  was  as 
follows: 
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There  is  hereby  established  a  law  library  in  the 
Second  Judicial  District,  to  be  located  in  the  County 
of  Richmond,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  which  shall 
be  designated  as  the  “Supreme  Court  Library, 
County  of  Richmond.”  The  said  library  shall  be 
under  the  care  and  management  of  a  board  of 
trustees  which  shall  consist  of  five  members  who 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  resident  Supreme  Court 
Justice  or  Justices  of  the  County  of  Richmond  and 
the  County  Judge  of  Richmond  County,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  bar,  residents  in  the 
County  of  Richmond. 

This  newly  founded  library,  which  is  pleasantly 
and  conveniently  located  at  the  Courthouse  in  St. 
George,  was  opened  in  1920,  and  through  an  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  trustees  Mr.  McNally  was  made  librarian, 
a  position  he  has  held  ever  since.  Under  his  care 
and  influence,  the  library  has  become  a  splendid 
organization  adequately  equipped  and  systematized. 
The  library  room  itself  is  a  spacious  one  with  finely 
constructed  furniture  and  quiet  alcoves  for  the  com¬ 
fort  of  those  studying  and  doing  research,  and  with 
many  legal  volumes  and  documents  of  every  descrip¬ 
tion.  Here  one  can  find  works  containing  the  legal 
knowledge  of  centuries,  as  well  as  present  day 
reference. 

On  October  16,  1912,  at  the  Augustinian  Church, 
Mr.  McNally  was  married  to  Gertrude  Laumer, 
a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  Laumer,  natives  of 
Port  Alleghany,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  McNally  is  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American 
War,  being  one  of  the  first  from  Richmond  County 
to  volunteer.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
West  Brighton  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus.  He 
is  also  identified  with  the  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No. 
841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
the  Lawyers  and  Doctors  Golf  Club. 

He  and  his  wife  live  at  60  Conyngham  Avenue, 
West  New  Brighton,  and  are  attendants  of  the  St. 
Augustine  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

HON.  HOWARD  RANDOLPH  BAYNE— 

The  great  metropolitan  City  of  New  York  may  truly 
be  said  to  represent  the  entire  country,  for  within 
her  confines  are  found  men  from  every  State  in  the 
Union,  holding  eminent  positions  in  every  profession, 
business,  industry  and  trade.  Many  are  the  sons  of 
our  Southern  States,  who  have  within  the  last  half 
century  adopted  New  York  and  its  environs,  as  the 
scene  of  their  life’s  work  and  who  have  risen  to  posi¬ 
tions  of  influence.  Prominent  among  such  men  is 
Howard  R.  Bayne,  who  came  from  Virginia  to  this 
State,  where,  not  only  in  his  chosen  profession,  but 
also  in  public  life  he  has  won  a  place  in  the  ranks 
of  leading  citizens.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Staten 
Island  nearly  fifty  years,  and  to  the  readers  of  this 
history  Senator  Bayne  is  well  known. 

His  birth  occurred  at  Winchester,  Virginia,  May 
11,  1851.  In  that  State  his  ancestry  goes  back  on 
his  paternal  side  to  Mathew  Bayne,  who  was  living 
in  Westmoreland  County,  Virginia,  in  _  1719.  This 
Mathew  Bayne  may  have  come  into  Virginia  from 
Maryland,  where  his  family  had  been  seated  some 
time  before  immigrating  from  England.  The  line  of 
descent  from  Mathew  to  Howard  R.  Bayne,  is: 
Mathew,  son  of  the  original  Mathew;  Richard,  and 
Charles.  Richard  Bayne  married  Susan  Pope,  a 
descendant  of  Humphrey  Pope,  who  acquired  land  in 
Westmoreland  County  in  1659.  Humphrey  and  Nath¬ 
aniel  Pope  were  of  the  Royal  Army  of  England; 
both  acquired  land  in  Westmoreland  County  about 
the  same  time,  and  the  latter  was  one  of  the  ancestors 
of  George  Washington.  Charles  Bayne,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  near  Baynesville,  in  West- 
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moreland  County,  Virginia.  He  started  in  business 
as  a  tobacco  merchant  in  Baltimore,  but  at  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  Civil  War  he  returned  to  Virginia, 
living  in  Richmond  from  1863  to  1870.  Mary  Ellen 
(Ashby)  Bayne,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  a 
descendant  of  the  Thomas  Ashby  who  arrived  in 
Virginia  in  1635.  She  was  the  granddaughter  of 
Captain  John  Ashby,  who  served  in  the  3d  Virginia 
Regiment  of  the  Continental  Army,  during  the  Rev¬ 
olution,  and  who  was  severely  wounded  at  the  Battle 
of  Brandywine.  Thomson  Ashby,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Bayne,  was  an  officer  of  the  American  Army  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  his  wife  was  a  granddaughter  of 
Joseph  Strother  and  a  descendant  of  William  Strother, 
Sheriff  of  King  George  County,  Virginia,  in  the 
seventeenth  century.  The  wife  of  William  Strother’s 
son  William,  from  whom  the  Hon.  Howard  R. 
Bayne  is  descended,  was  also  an  ancestor  of  George 
Washington. 

Following  Howard  R.  Bayne’s  early  education  in 
public  and  private  schools,  under  personal  tutors  and 
in  Squire’s  School  in  Richmond,  he  entered  Rich¬ 
mond  College,  now  the  University  of  Richmond, 
graduating  from  that  institution  in  1872,  with  the 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  He  continued  his  studies, 
and  seven  years  later,  in  1879,  he  was  awarded,  by 
the  same  college,  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
During  his  term  at  college  Mr.  Bayne  won  the  medal 
presented  to  the  best  debator,  and  he  successively  re¬ 
ceived  the  honors  of  salutatorian  and  final  orator. 
For  the  two  years  succeeding  his  graduation  in  1872, 
he  taught  at  the  University  School  at  Richmond,  and 
was  for  three  years  principal  of  the  Pampatike  Aca¬ 
demy,  in  King  William  County.  In  1878  he  took  the 
summer  law  course  under  Professor  John  B.  Minor, 
at  the  University  of  Virginia,  and,  as  stated  above, 
received  his  degree  the  following  year.  Immediately 
following  his  graduation  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
of  Virginia  and  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
James  Alston  Cabell,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bayne 
and  Cabell,  at  Richmond.  He  remained  in  prac¬ 
tice  in  Richmond  until  July,  1882,  when  he  removed 
to  the  city  of  New  York,  being  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  before  the  New  York  Bar  the  same  year.  Before 
leaving  Virginia,  in  1881,  Mr.  Bayne  edited  Con¬ 
verse’s  Indexes  of  Virginia  and  West  Virginia  Law, 
and  made  other  important  contributions  to  the  litera¬ 
ture  of  his  profession.  In  New  York  City  he  quickly 
built  up  an  extensive  general  practice,  and  his  political 
abilities  were  also  speedily  recognized. 

Mr.  Bayne  identified  himself  with  the  Democratic 
party  in  New  York  and  took  a  very  active  interest 
in  public  affairs.  He  came  out  strongly  in  support 
of  Grover  Cleveland  as  the  candidate  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  in  1892,  vigorously  opposing  the  move¬ 
ment  in  New  York  at  that  time  to  place  David  B. 
Hill  in  that  position.  He  was  appointed  in  1905,  by 
Governor  Higgins  as  a  member  of  the  Probation 
Commission,  and  it  was  while  serving  in  this  capacity 
that  he  drafted  the  first  General  Probation  Law  for 
New  York  State.  Governor  Hughes  appointed  him 
a  member  df  the  State  Employers’  Liability  Com¬ 
mission  in  1909,  and,  as  chairman  of  the  law  com¬ 
mittee  of  that  body,  he  made  the  first  draft  of  the 
Workingman’s  Compensation  Law  for  this  State. 
The  Court  of  Appeals  later  declared  this  law  uncon¬ 
stitutional  and  Senator  Bayne,  who  in  1908,  had 
been  elected  a  member  of  the  New  York  Senate 
from  the  Twenty-Third  District  of  New  York,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  counties  of  Richmond  and  Rockland, 
submitted  an  amendment  to  the  State  Constitution 
authorizing  the  law,  which  was  approved  by  the 


people  of  the  State.  In  1910  Senator  Bayne  was 
reelected  to  the  State  Senate  by  increased  majorities, 
but  he  declined  renomination  in  1912.  During  his 
terms  in  the  Senate  he  served  on  some  of  the  most 
important  committees,  particularly  as  chairman  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  probably  the  foremost  body 
of  the  Senate.  He  was  also  chairman  of  the  Albany 
Investigation  Senate  Committee.  Senator  Bayne  was 
author  of  the  bill  to  accept  the  offer  of  Mr.  Harriman 
of  Palisade  Interstate  Park  and  to  provide  the  money 
necessary  for  its  upkeep.  Possibly  one  of  the  most 
famous  measures  fathered  by  the  Senator  was  the 
Bayne  Bill,  prohibiting  the  sale  of  certain  game  in 
New  York  State,  as  a  means  of  preserving  wild  life, 
which  law  was  later  adopted  by  many  other  States. 
Other  measures  introduced  by  him  included  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  issue  of  stock  of  no  par  value; 
another  to  effect  certain  important  changes  in  the 
Lunacy  Laws,  and  change  the  title  of  the  same,  mak¬ 
ing  it  a  hospital  service;  together  with  many  other 
bills  of  great  importance  to  the  population  at  large. 
During  1919  and  1920,  he  was  appointed  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Contract  Adjustment  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  United  States. 

As  an  author,  Senator  Bayne  has  gained  much 
more  than  local  celebrity.  He  is  joint  author  of  a 
book  entitled  “Ego  and  Alter,”  which  is  made  up 
of  articles  written  for  the  Richmond  “Despatch,” 
dsecribing  a  tramp  of  over  eight  hundred  miles 
throughout  the  State  of  Virginia,  which  journey  he 
made  in  1879  with  his  friend,  Dr.  Peyton  H.  Hoge. 
Many  of  Senator  Bayne’s  articles  on  a  variety  of 
subjects  have  appeared  in  the  “Railroad  Gazette” 
and  other  journals  of  note,  and  he  has  also  written 
a  number  of  historical  monographs,  including:  “The 
Year  1619  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,”  “A  Rebellion 
in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,”  “The  Settlement  of  James¬ 
town,”  “The  Origin  and  Application  of  the  Monroe 
Doctrine,”  and  three  very  authoritative  and  informa¬ 
tive  articles  on  “The  Administration  of  Washington,” 
“The  Administration  of  John  Adams,”  and  “The  Ad¬ 
ministration  of  Jefferson.” 

Senator  Bayne  is,  of  course,  a  member  of  all  the 
bar  associations  of  the  State  wherein  he  has  prac¬ 
ticed,  including  the  American  Bar,  the  New  York 
State,  the  New  York  County,  the  New  York  City 
and  the  Richmond  County  bar  associations.  He  has 
ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  civic  affairs  of 
Staten  Island,  where  he  makes  his  home,  and  since 
1902  has  been  president  of  the  Staten  Island  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Arts  and  Sciences;  for  a  number  of  years 
a  director  of  the  Staten  Island  Historical  Society; 
a  charter  member  of  the  Richmond  County  Red 
Cross  Chapter;  chairman  of  the  Richmond  County 
Committee  of  the  League  of  Nations  Non-Partisan 
Association;  member  of  the  English-Speaking  Union; 
and  member  of  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  New  York 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  and  has  held  the  office 
of  First  Historian  in  that  society  for  several  years; 
the  New  York  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution; 
the  New  York  Society  of  the  War  of  18x2;  the 
Honorable  Veteran  Corps  of  Artillery;  the  New 
York  Southern  Society;  “The  Virginians  of  New 
York,”  in  which  he  served  two  terms  as  governor; 
also  a  member  of  the  City  Club  of  New  York,  the 
Church  Club  of  New  York,  of  Beta  Theta  Phi,  and 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  fraternities  of  William  and  Mary 
College.  His  religious  affiliations  are  Episcopalian, 
and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a  vestryman  of 
Christ’s  Church  at  New  Brighton.  The  Senator  is 
on  the  board  of  managers  of  the  City  Missionary 
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Society  of  the  Diocese  of  New  York,  and  is  an 
active  member  of  the  New  York  City  Visiting  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  State  Charities’  Aid  Association. 

Barred  by  his  age  from  active  participation  in  the 
World  War  overseas,  Senator  Bayne  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Home  Guard  Veteran  Corps  of  Artillery, 
later  joining  the  9th  Coast  Artillery  New  York  Guard, 
besides  being  active  in  local  patriotic  endeavors. 

On  April  2 7,  1886,  Senator  Bayne  married  Lizzie 
S.  Moore,  at  Richmond,  Virginia.  Mrs.  Bayne  was 
a  native  of  Texas,  born  in  that  State,  on  March  17, 
1852,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Preston  Moore,  a  sur¬ 
geon  of  the  United  States  Army,  who,  when  his 
native  State,  South  Carolina,  seceded,  resigned  from 
the  Army  of  the  North  and  became  surgeon-general 
of  the  Army  of  the  Confederacy.  Mrs.  Bayne’s 
mother  was  Mary  Augusta  Brown,  daughter  of 
Major  Jacob  Brown,  of  the  United  States  Army, 
who  was  killed  in  the  Mexican  War  when  the  troops 
under  his  command  were  attacked  at  Fort  Brown, 
now  Brownsville,  named  in  his  honor.  The  Senator 
and  Mrs.  Bayne  had  three  children:  Samuel  Preston 
Moore,  born  in  Richmond,  October  7,  1887,  died 
April  12,  1888;  Mary  Ashby  Moore,  born  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  September  18,  1889,  married  Herbert  C.  Bug- 
bird,  now  a  resident  of  Staten  Island;  and  Lloyd 
Moore,  born  August  17,  1892,  in  Staten  Island,  liv¬ 
ing  at  home.  The  Bayne  family  residence  is  at  No. 
75  St.  Mark’s  Place,  New  Brighton. 


HORATIO  J.  SHARRETT — Among  the  fore¬ 
most  realtors  and  successful  business  men  of  Rich¬ 
mond  County  is  Horatio  J.  Sharrett,  whose  climb 
to  prominence  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor  can 
be  attributed  to  his  untiring  energy  and  keen  desire 
to  place  Staten  Island  in  the  fore  as  a  borough  of 
picturesque  home  sites  and  beautiful  residences.  The 
ancestry  of  Mr.  Sharrett  dates  back  to  1753  at  which 
time  Richard  Sharrett,  or  Sharet,  left  his  native 
France  and  landed  in  America  together  with  a  small 
group  of  French  Huguenots.  He  settled  on  Staten 
Island  and  married  Mary  Heger,  and  of  their  family 
was  a  son,  John,  born  on  Staten  Island.  John  Shar¬ 
rett  was  united  in  marriage  at  Todt  Hill,  October 
7,  1789,  to  Mary  Ann  Burbank,  and  they  in  turn  had 
a  son,  John  B.  Sharrett.  The  latter  lived  on  Staten 
Island  during  his  entire  lifetime  and  married  Maria 
Swaim  of  old  Staten  Island  ancestry.  To  this  union 
was  born  a  son,  Washington  Sharrett,  who  for  a 
time  resided  in  Brooklyn. 

Horatio  J.  Sharrett  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  De¬ 
cember  30,  1870,  son  of  Washington  and  Anna  (Judah) 
Sharrett,  the  latter  a  native  of  New  York  City,  and 
a  descendant  of  the  old  Corson-Mersereau-Simonson 
family.  Horatio  J.  Sharrett  came  to  Staten  Island 
as  an  infant  with  his  parents,  and  after  receiving  a 
schooling,  which  in  those  days  was  none  too  bounti¬ 
ful  or  complete,  he  decided  to  enter  the  commercial 
world.  Accordingly,  he  entered  the  real  estate  busi¬ 
ness  m  association  with  Clarence  M.  Johnson,  in  1887. 
This  partnership  lasted  but  a  few  years  at  the  end 
of  which  time,  on  May  10,  1890,  Mr.  Sharrett  realized 
that  in  order  to  make  a  mark  for  himself  in  his  pro¬ 
fession  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  establish  a 
business  of  his  own.  He  therefore  began  operations 
under  his  own  name  with  offices  at  No.  1947  Rich¬ 
mond  Terrace.  The  enterprise  prospered  greatly 
under  his  keen  guidance,  and  in  1892  he  removed  to 
larger  offices  at  No.  1975  Richmond  Terrace. 

During  the  years  that  followed,  Mr.  Sharrett  in¬ 
terested  himself  with  the  development  of  Staten 


Island  real  estate  and  subsequently  added  this  end 
of  the  business  to  the  already  well  established  broker¬ 
age  firm.  Like  other  practical  and  enterprising  men 
following  this  calling  in  Richmond  County,  he  fore¬ 
saw  the  coming  large-scale  building-up  of  Staten 
Island  and  the  consequent  increase  of  desirable  prop¬ 
erty  holdings.  According  to  the  Staten  Island  Direc¬ 
tory  his  offices  were  then  moved  to  56  Richmond 
Terrace,  and  his  home  was  at  No.  8  Hatfield  Place, 
Port  Richmond,  while  his  father’s  residence  was 
located  at  No.  78  Jewett  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 

In  1914  Mr.  Sharrett  required  more  space  in  which 
to  conduct  his  varied  activities,  with  the  result  that 
he  erected  a  building  of  his  own  at  No.  70  Richmond 
Avenue,  Port  Richmond,  where  his  headquarters  are 
presently  located.  From  time  to  time  the  question 
of  insurance  on  the  homes  he  sold  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  him,  so  in  1912  he  became  engaged  also  in  the 
insurance  business.  In  this  endeavor  he  has  carried 
on  so  successfully  that  at  the  present  time  (1930) 
his  company  acts  as  one  of  the  largest  agents  for 
casualty  and  fire  insurance  on  Staten  Island. 

In  1918,  after  forty  years  of  active  management  of 
the  real  estate,  insurance,  auctioneering,  and  build¬ 
ing  and  loan  business  which  he  had  founded  and 
welded  into  a  substantial  organization,  Mr.  Sharrett 
took  his  son,  Roger  C.,  into  the  business  as  manager 
of  the  real  estate  branch.  Since  that  year  the  younger 
Sharrett  has  carried  on  this  work  while  his  father 
still  maintains  his  interests  and  now  acts  in  an  ad¬ 
visory  capacity  to  his  son.  At  various  times  the 
firm,  now  known  as  Horatio  J.  Sharrett,  Inc.,  has 
taken  into  its  service  men  who  have  specialized  in 
real  estate  and  insurance  on  Staten  Island.  One  of 
this  group  is  Hugo  Cutter,  who  is  now  the  head  of 
the  real  estate  department  of  the  corporation.  Num¬ 
bered  among  the  developments  sponsored  by  the  firm 
are  the  beautiful  home  sites  of  Deere  Park  situated 
on  Todt  Hill,  Stephens  Park,  the  La  Forge  and 
Van  Name  Tract,  Van  Pelt  and  Decker  Manor, 
Decker  Heights,  Palmer  Tract,  Outerbridge  Park, 
and  others  of  like  importance. 

Aside  from  the  time  occupied  by  his  immediate 
business,  Mr.  Sharrett  has  found  time  to  serve,  in 
official  capacity,  in  a  number  of  the  Island’s  business 
houses.  For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been 
secretary  of  the  Port  Richmond  Cooperative  Savings 
and  Loan  Association,  and  a  director  of  the  Staten 
Island  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company.  He  is 
past  president  of  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board, 
member  of  the  Real  Estate  Board  of  New  York,  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Port 
Richmond  Board  of  Trade.  His  religious,  civic,  and 
fraternal  memberships  include:  The  Grace  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  which  he  is  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees;  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences;  the  North  Shore  Cemetery  Association,  of 
which  he  is  treasurer;  the  Staten  Island  Rotary 
Club;  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  701,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Empire  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and  Mecca 
Temple  of  New  York,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  charter  member 
in  the  Court  Port  Richmond,  Foresters  of  America, 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the  West  Side  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association.  The  Order  of  American 
Firemen,  Port  Richmond  Engine  Company,  No.  3, 
also  numbered  him  among  its  members.  Though  he 
has  taken  little  active  interest  in  politics,  he  once 
served  as  town  clerk  of  Northfield,  having  been 
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elected  to  this  office  on  the  Republican  ticket  during 
the  hotly-contested  campaign  of  1894. 

On  May  14,  1895,  Horatio  J.  Sharrett  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Adeline  H.  Henry,  daughter  of  Aaron 
and  Mary  Ann  (Mallett)  Henry,  and  to  this  union 
four  children  were  born:  Helen  M.,  now  Mrs.  James 
E.  Smith,  of  Staten  Island;  Roger  C.,  (see  accom¬ 
panying  biography) ;  Olive  G.,  now  the  wife  of 
Lieutenant  Thomas  E.  de  Shazo;  Ruth  Adeline,  a 
student  at  Centenary  Collegiate  Institute,  Hacketts- 
town,  New  Jersey. 

The  Sharrett  residence  is  located  at  No.  50  Hat¬ 
field  Place,  Port  Richmond. 


ROGER  C.  SHARRETT— One  of  the  younger 
business  men  who  has  been  active  in  local  real  estate 
circles  and  has  developed  and  completely  sold  several 
of  the  newest  and  finest  residential  sections  on  the 
Island,  is  Roger  C.  Sharrett.  His  vital  interest  is  in 
civic  progress  and  thereby  he  has  gained  wide  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  citizen  of  the  utmost  public  spirit.  Mr. 
Sharrett  was  born  on  January  30,  1901,  at  Port 
Richmond,  a  son  of  Horatio  J.  Sharrett,  a  sketch  of 
whom  precedes  this. 

Roger  C.  Sharrett  attended  Public  School  No.  20, 
Westerleigh  Collegiate  Institute,  Worcester  Academy, 
Dwight  School,  and  Middlebury  College..  When  he 
completed  his  education  he  began  his  business  career 
in  the  employ  of  the  North  British  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  in  1917,  and  with  this  company  he  remained 
until  1918.  Then  he  became  associated  with  his 
father,  in  the  conduct  of  the  real  estate  firm  at  .No. 
70  Richmond  Avenue,  and  to  this  work  he  has  since 
devoted  all  his  time  and  attention.  Good  judgment 
in  the  matter  of  business  trends  and  property  values 
brought  him  immediate  success,  and  as  his  father 
retired  from  the  more  active  end  of  the  business  he 
assumed  management  of  this  enterprise.  Mr.  Shar¬ 
rett  developed,  advertised,  and  completely  sold,  Deere 
Park,  a  residential  property  of  one  hundred  acres, 
situated  on  Todt  Hill,  near  Dongan  Hills,  in  quarter 
acre  lots  for  a  total  approximating  $400,000.  It  is 
here  in  the  park  that  young  Mr.  Sharrett  makes  his 
home.  He  has  also  developed  other  noteworthy  pro¬ 
jects,  including  Outerbridge  Park. 

Aside  from  his  interests  in  realty  matters,  Mr. 
Sharrett  is  also  a  director  and  assistant  secretary  of 
the  Port  Richmond  Codperative  Building  and  Loan 
Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Municipal  Busi¬ 
ness  Men’s  Association,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  Staten  Island;  treasurer  of  the  Staten  Island  Real 
Estate  Board,  and  member  of  the  Port  Richmond 
Board  of  Trade.  Mr.  Sharrett  is  affiliated  frater¬ 
nally  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being  a 
member  of  Beacon  Lights  Lodge,  Tyrian  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Empire  Commandery;  also  the 
Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Columbian  Council  of  New  York,  and  Locust  Grove 
Golf  Club.  He  is  also  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Rotary  Club.  While  at  school  Mr.  Sharrett  was 
interested  in  swimming,  football,  hockey,  and  in  de¬ 
bating.  In  spite  of  his  busy  life  he  still  finds  some 
time  for  out  door  sports  and  enjoys  horse-back  riding 
every  morning. 

Roger  C.  Sharrett  married  Natalie  L.  Speed, 
daughter  of  James  Russell  Speed,  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  who  was  manager  of  the  Emerson  Drug 
Company  in  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sharrett  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Roger  C.,  Jr.,  born 
on  June  17,  1925,  and  H.  J.  Sharrett,  2d,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  11,  1928. 


REV.  PASCAL  HARROWER;  CHURCH  OF 
THE  ASCENSION — Frequently  the  life  and  deeds 
of  an  individual  come  to  be  definitely  associated  with 
the  work  of  an  institution,  and  the  spirit  of  good¬ 
will  accruing  from  such  a  happy  relationship  is  of 
immeasurable  value  to  a  community.  Such  an  esti¬ 
mable  association  has  existed  between  the  Church 
of  the  Ascension  in  West  New  Brighton  and  its 
former  rector,  the  Rev.  Pascal  Harrower,  who  is 
also  Canon  of  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine, 
New  York. 

A  devout  churchman,  greatly  interested  in  all 
phases  of  church  work,  blessed  with  a  fine  degree 
of  tolerance  and  a  warm  faith  in  humanity,  Canon 
Harrower  was  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascen¬ 
sion  from  1884  until  the  time  of  his  resignation.  His 
service  to  the  welfare  of  Staten  Island  has  also 
been  one  of  unswerving  loyalty  and  has  earned  him 
the  esteem  of  all  classes.  Thus,  to  describe  the 
Church  of  the  Ascension,  together  with  the  biog¬ 
raphy  of  Mr.  Harrower,  is  of  significance  in  this 
historical  record  of  Staten  Island. 

The  Parish  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension  in 
West  New  Brighton,  previous  to  May  24,  1869,  was 
a  part  of  St.  Andrew’s,  and  the  latter  originally 
covered  the  entire  island.  St.  Andrew’s  was  estab¬ 
lished  and  supported  for  a  long  period  of  time  by 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts,  under  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  whose 
name  is  on  the  communion  plates  now  in  use  within 
the  church  in  Richmond.  On  or  about  the  year 
1800,  it  was  found  necessary  to  establish  a  Chapel  of 
Ease  for  the  accommodation  of  those  members  who 
resided  on  the  North  Shore  and  who  found  it  incon¬ 
venient  to  attend  church  in  Richmond.  This  worthy 
purpose  was  accomplished  with  the  aid  of  Trinity 
Church,  New  York,  and  of  contributions  of  friends 
elsewhere  and  the  chapel  was  soon  opened  for  divine 
service. 

The  three  old  stones  which  were  laid  in  the  comer 
of  the  first  chapel  are  now  placed  in  the  wall  of 
the  vestry  and  choir  passage  of  the  church,  as  an 
historical  panel.  By  a  singular  circumstance  they 
form  the  only  existing  record  of  the  establishment 
of  the  church  here  in  1802.  During  the  rectorship 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Goddard,  who  preceded  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Yocom  at  St.  Andrew’s  the  parish  records  of 
that  church  were  stolen,  and  therefore  no  record 
of  that  event  is  in  existence  other  than  that  inscribed 
on  these  stones,  which  is  as  follows: 

This  church  was  erected  in  the  year  1802,  Rich¬ 
ard  Channing  Moore,  Rector;  Peter  Mersereau  and 
James  Guion,  Wardens;  Peter  La  Forge,  John  La 
Torrette,  John  Van  Dyke,  Nicholas  Journeay,  Paul 
Micheau,  Joshua  Wright,  Paul  J.  Micheau,  George 
W.  Barnes,  Vestrymen. 

The  deed  by  which  the  church  property  came  into 
possession  of  Saint  Andrew’s  Church  was  executed 
May  16th,  1803,  when  John  McVickar,  the  owner  of 
the  land  on  which  this  chapel  stood,  with  Anna,  his 
wife,  conveyed  the  same  to  the  rector  and  vestry  of 
Saint  Andrew’s  Church.  This  deed  contains  a  clause 
declaring  the  conveyance  to  be  upon  the  "special 
trust  and  confidence  that  in  the  aforesaid  chapel 
which  is  built  (the  one  built  in  1802)  and  in  any 
other  building  or  edifice  in  said  lot  erected,  the 
dispensation  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  and  His  Holy 
Sacraments,  and  all  that  belongs  to  divine  worship, 
shall  be  had  and  performed  agreeable  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  and  rights  of  said  church. 

The  rector,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moore,  afterwards  of 
St.  Stephen’s,  New  York,  and  subsequently  Bishop 
of  Virginia,  preached  in  the  morning  in  Richmond, 
and  in  the  afternoon  on  the  North  Shore  at  Trinity 
Chapel,  as  it  was  then  known.  He  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  David  Moore,  his  son,  who  con- 
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tinued  the  service  in  this  manner  until  near  the  time 
of  his  demise,  in  September,  1856;  morning  service 
being  also  held  in  the  chapel  by  an  assistant  minister 
after  June,  1854.  The  time  of  service  in  the  parish 
by  Bishop  Moore  and  his  son,  Dr.  Moore,  covered 
a  period  of  nearly  sixty  years.  In  1835  the  chapel 
was  enlarged  to  meet  the  requisites  of  an  increasing 
congregation. 

Dr.  Moore  was  succeeded  as  rector  of  St.  Andrew's 
by  Theodore  Irving,  and  service  was  held  by  the 
rector  in  the  old  church  in  the  morning,  while  in 
the  afternoon  he  preached  in  the  chapel.  Upon  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  Irving,  the  Rev.  Cornelius  Bolton 
was  for  a  short  time  rector  and  was  succeeded  by 
Dr.  Goddard. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension, 
taking  the  place  of  Trinity  Chapel,  was  laid  on 
August  30,  1870,  and  on  May  16,  1871,  on  Ascension 
Day,  the  church  was  first  opened  for  divine  service, 
Rev.  Dr.  Irving  officiating,'  assisted  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Tyng  and  other  distinguished  clergymen.  Dr.  Irving 
continued  as  the  popular  and  faithful  rector  of  the 
parish,  until  the  month  of  February,  1872,  when  in 
consequence  of  the  ill  health  of  a  member  of  his 
family,  which  required  a  change  of  climate,  he  was 
obliged  to  resign.  The  Rev.  James  S.  Bush  of 
Grace  Church,  San  Francisco,  in  the  month  of  July, 
1872,  accepted  a  call  to  the  church,  and  labored 
there  with  marked  acceptance  and  success.  In  a 
short  time  he  caused  the  debt  of  the  church,  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  $12,000,  to  be  paid  off.  Before  this  time, 
because  of  its  debt,  the  church  had  never  been  con¬ 
secrated,  but  with  the  paying  off  of  all  obligations, 
the  rector  made  arrangements  for  such  a  service,  and 
it  was  accordingly  performed  on  Thursday,  May  6, 
Ascension  Day,  1875.  After  nearly  twelve  years 
of  faithful  and  devoted  service,  Mr.  Bush  resigned 
the  rectorship  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Pascal 
Harrower,  who  entered  upon  his  duties,  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1884. 

In  November,  1903,  the  Centennial  Celebration  of 
the  building  of  the  church  took  place  in  the  form 
of  a  festival  known  as  Centennial  Week.  The  spirit 
entered  into  upon  this  occasion  was  one  of  true 
thanksgiving  and  veneration  for  the  work  that  the 
church  had  accomplished  and  a  true  consecration  for 
the  future. 

The  story  of  the  later  years  is  familiar  to  every¬ 
one.  It  is  one  of  many  changes  and  an  enviable 
record  of  the  earnest  devotion  of  the  people  to  the 
interests  of  the  parish,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the 
conditions  of  today  are  being  met  with  as  great  a 
faithfulness  as  those  of  any  previous  time. 

The  Rev.  Pascal  Harrower,  who  was  devoted  to 
the  service  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension  and  its 
people  for  a  period  of  nearly  forty-five  years,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Cambridge,  Saratoga  County, 
New  York,  August  6,  1850.  His  parents,  Peter  P. 
and  Mary  (Simonds)  Harrower,  were  both  descended 
from  forebears  who  had  lived  originally  in  England. 
His  father  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  After  a  preliminary  schooling  in  his 
native  town,  and  the  attainment  of  a  preparatory 
education,  he  entered  Columbia  University,  and,  later. 
Drew  Theological  Seminary  in  Madison,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  and  carries  the  degrees  of  both  institutions. 

His  marriage  took  place  in  St.  Peter’s  Church, 
Albany,  New  York,  April  22,  1885,  to  Harriet  Duer 
Ramsey,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  H.  and  Sarah  S. 
Ramsey  of  that  city.  To  this  union  were  born  two 
sons:  Pascal  Ramsey  and  Pierre  Etherington. 

His  full  career  as  a  churchman  began  when  he 
was  ordained  in  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Albany,  in  1881, 


by  the  Right  Rev.  William  C.  Doane,  D.  D.,  Bishop 
of  Albany.  He  then  served  as  curate  in  St.  Peter’s 
Church.  From  October  1,  1882,  to  June,  1884,  Mr. 
Harrower  was  rector  of  Grace  Church,  Middletown, 
New  York.  On  September  7,  1884,  he  became  rector 
of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  West  New  Brighton, 
Staten  Island,  and  continued  in  this  capacity  since 
that  time. 

No  sketch  of  Canon  Harrower’s  life  is  complete 
without  reference  to  his  keen  interest  in  the  edu¬ 
cational  work  of  the  whole  church.  In  1898  Bishop 
Henry  C.  Potter  appointed  him  chairman  of  the 
New  York  Diocesan  Sunday  School  Commission. 
The  appointment  of  this  commission  was  followed 
by  the  appointment  of  similar  commissions  in  the 
greater  number  of  dioceses  through  the  church  at 
large.  Later  was  formed  what  is  today  known  as  the 
Department  of  Religious  Education  of  the  whole 
church.  Canon  Harrower  is  an  actively  interested 
officer  in  the  New  York  Diocese.  It  was  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  these  services  that  Bishop  Potter  made  him 
a  Canon  of  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine. 

The  educational  life  of  his  own  community  has  also 
had  a  very  personal  interest  for  him;  his  parish  has 
been  characteristic  for  its  fostering  of  childhood  and 
youth,  so  that  the  Parish  House  became  almost  a 
community  house  in  its  impartial  service.  It  was 
conspicuously  home-like  in  its  spirit  of  welcome,  and 
his  church  and  pulpit  ministry  knew  no  parochial 
or  denominational  limits.  Christians  of  every  denomi¬ 
nation  were  cordially  and  freely  welcomed  to  its 
altar.  Early  in  Canon  Harrower’s  ministry  neigh¬ 
borhood  union  services  were  established  which 
cemented  a  spirit  of  Brotherhood  that  knew  no 
barriers;  it  has  been  a  Catholic  unity  of  all  Chris¬ 
tians. 

Some  of  the  organizations  with  which  Canon  Har¬ 
rower  is  connected  are  as  follows:  The  New  York 
Churchman’s  Association;  The  Church  Club;  The 
Club;  The  Greater  New  York  Federation  of 
Churches;  The  Staten  Island  Clerical  League, 
embracing  the  clergy  of  all  the  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions  of  the  Island.  In  September,  1928,  on  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  forty-fourth  year  of  service  in  behalf 
of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  he  resigned  the 
rectorship  of  his  parish  and  was  made  rector  emeri¬ 
tus.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Warren  A.  Seager 
of  Haymarket,  Virginia. 


FRANK  HANKINSON — The  history  of  educa¬ 
tion  in  this  country,  since  pioneer  times  to  the  pres¬ 
ent,  is  that  of  a  gradual  unfolding  of  sound  educa¬ 
tional  principles.  This  development  has  been  the 
outgrowth  of  long  years  of  patient  toil  and  study 
that  involved  acceptance  here  and  rejection  there  of 
plans  and  systems  which  have  been  time  tested,  first 
by  early  schoolmasters  and  later  by  modern  educators. 
A  worthy  achievement  of  particular  note  is  the  pres¬ 
ent  school  system  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  it 
is  to  those  who  have  been  long  identified  with  the 
organization  and  maintenance  of  this  structure  that 
credit  is  due.  In  this  respect  Staten  Island  citizens 
are  especially  fortunate,  because  of  the  capable 
management  of  schools  in  this  district.  Mr.  Hankin- 
son,  our  District  Superintendent  of  Schools,  has  been 
active  as  an  educator  in  this  community  since  1908, 
and  under  his  direction,  the  local  public  schools  have 
been  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  efficiency. 

The  son  of  Elijah  and  Mary  C.  (Schooley)  Hankin- 
son,  Mr.  Hankinson  is  a  native  of  Millbrook,  War¬ 
ren  County,  New  Jersey.  Of  English  ancestry,  he 
is  directly  descended  from  Robert  Hankinson,  a 
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settler  in  Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey,  in  1682, 
and  of  Col.  William  Hankinson,  a  Revolutionary 
War  officer.  In  the  burial  ground  of  Tennent  Church 
in  Monmouth  County,  are  to  be  found  the  graves  of 
several  ancestors  bearing  the  name  of  Hankinson. 

Receiving  his  early  education  at  public  and  private 
schools  he  was  graduated  from  the  West  Chester, 
Pennsylvania,  Normal  School,  and  from  New  York 
University.  He  then  entered  upon  a  career  as  an 
educator,  his  first  duties  being  those  of  a  high  school 
instructor  at  Reading,  Pennsylvania.  He  then  came 
to  the  high  schools  of  Brooklyn  and  served  as  prin¬ 
cipal  in  Manhattan  and  Richmond  until  1925,  when 
he  became  District  Superintendent  of  the  Richmond 
Borough  Schools,  which  position  he  has  filled  to  the 
present  time. 

In  late  years  the  building  of  new  schools,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  improvements  effected  in  the  older  buildings, 
is  worthy  of  comment.  Writing  in  the  “Staten  Island 
Light”,  edited  by  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
our  District  Superintendent  maintains  that,  “No 
borough  of  Greater  New  York  provides  better  facili¬ 
ties  for  the  schooling  of  its  children  than  the  Borough 
of  Richmond.”  This  is  no  idle  boast,  as  Mr.  Hankin¬ 
son  mentions  the  recent  advances  in  not  only  public 
schools  here  but  in  continuation  and  prevocational 
schools.  Besides  nearly  fifty  school  houses  at  pres¬ 
ent,  three  or  four  additional  schools  are  to  be  con¬ 
structed  in  the  next  few  years.  Surely  the  individual 
student  is  now  being  given  full  and  ample  encour¬ 
agement  and  opportunity  to  press  forward  in  an 
educational  way  to  such  attainments  as  his  ability 
merits. 

In  1900,  Mr.  Hankinson  married  Mabel  Lichten- 
thaeler,  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  the  daughter  of 
Edwin  S.  and  Susan  E.  Lichtenthaeler.  To  this 
union  four  children  were  born:  Mary,  now  a  teacher 
in  Curtis  High  School;  Frances,  a  librarian  in  the 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  Public  Library;  Esther,  a 
senior  in  Cornell  University,  and  a  son,  George,  who 
is  employed  in  the  works  of  the  Procter  and  Gamble 
Company.  Mrs.  Hankinson  is  deeply  interested  in 
music  and  is  affiliated  with  the  St.  Cecilia  Singing 
Society.  She  and  Mr.  Hankinson  are  members  of 
the  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church,  which  they  attend 
regularly.  Mr.  Hankinson  is  an  officer  of  the  govern¬ 
ing  board  of  the  church. 


THEODOR  S.  OXHOLM — There  are  but  few 
men  who  have  had  so  long  and  so  intimate  an  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the  engineering  problems  of  this  com¬ 
munity  as  Theodor  S.  Oxholm,  consulting  engineer 
of  the  borough  of  Richmond.  His  life  has  been 
devoted  to  public  service,  with  integrity  and  a  high 
degree  of  technical  learning  combined  to  give  the 
best  of  his  efforts  to  his  fellow-citizens  in  his  chosen 
field  of  occupation.  In  turn,  he  has  achieved,  step  by 
step,  a  noteworthy  place  in  the  ranks  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  and  has  arisen  to  a  pinnacle  position  here¬ 
abouts. 

His  father,  Carl  W.  E.  Oxholm,  also  an  engineer, 
left  a  splendid  record  of  accomplishments  at  his  pass¬ 
ing;  and  his  mother  before  her  marriage  was  Susan 
L.  Kellogg.  The  elder  Oxholm,  who  was  a  native  of 
Denmark,  came  to  America  in  1852  and  settled  first 
at  Flushing  and  later  at  Willet’s  Point,  Long  Island. 
For  twenty-two  years  he  served  as  resident  engineer 
of  the  LTnited  States  Army  Engineering  Post  in  the 
latter  place.  He  designed  and  constructed  Fort  Tot¬ 
ten  on  Willet’s  Point,  which  today  in  conjunction 
with  Fort  Schuyler,  guards  the  entrance  to  New 
York  Harbor  from  Long  Island  Sound.  His  years 


of  retirement  were  spent  at  Morristown,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1888  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years. 

It  was  at  Willet’s  Point  that  the  birth  of  Theodor 
S.  Oxholm  occurred  on  June  29,  1866.  After  a  prelim¬ 
inary  training  at  St.  Paul’s  School,  Garden  City, 
Long  Island,  and  the  Flushing  Institute,  the  younger 
Oxholm  took  a  scientific  course  at  Cooper  Union 
Institute,  New  York,  and  there  was  graduated,  class 
of  1889,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  Ten 
years  later  this  institution  conferred  upon  him  the 
post-graduate  degree  of  Civil  Engineer. 

His  first  position  was  that  of  assistant  to  one  of 
the  staff  of  surveyors  with  the  city  of  New  York. 
This  was  in  May,  1884,  and  two  months  later  he 
was  appointed  rodman  in  the  Department  of  Public 
Works.  His  next  promotion  was  that  of  leveller,  then 
to  transitman,  in  which  capacity  he  worked  on 
Quaker  Bridge  and  other  reservoirs  in  the  Croton 
water  shed.  In  1888  he  was  in  charge  of  the  sur¬ 
veys  of  the  Washington  Ridge  road  in  New  York, 
and  for  several  months  during  1889  he  was  one  of 
the  assistants  on  the  Spuyten  Duyvil  Canal  at  the 
north  end  of  Manhattan  Island,  under  the  Federal 
Government.  He  subsequently  returned  to  the  New 
York  City  Department  of  Public  Works  in  charge 
of  all  gradings  for  street  pavements  above  Fourteenth 
Street,  and  also  directed  the  work  of  gradings  for 
the  construction  of  cable  railroads  in  the  same  dis¬ 
trict.  In  1892  he  was  engineer  in  charge  of  the 
private  construction  of  large  areas  of  asphalt  pave¬ 
ments  in  Yonkers,  handling  this  work  in  addition  to 
his  employment  by  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Oxholm’s  connection  with  Staten  Island  com¬ 
menced  in  January,  1894,  when  he  was  appointed 
chief  engineer  of  New  Brighton  Village.  When 
consolidation  of  the  island  with  the  greater  City  of 
New  York  came,  in  1898,  his  title  was  changed  to 
supervising  engineer,  Department  of  Highways,  his 
duties  including  also  the  engineering  supervision  of 
sewers  and  water  supply.  In  1902  he  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Engineering,  in  which  post 
he  has  remained  through  changing  administrations 
for  twenty-five  years.  It  was  on  May  I,  1926,  that 
Mr.  Oxholm  became  consulting  engineer  to  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Richmond. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  recall  the  individual  items  of 
advancement  which  have  been  made  possible  through 
his  efforts  on  Staten  Island,  for  they  include  nearly 
every  step  in  local  progress.  His  present  position  is 
an  advisory  one  to  the  borough  president,  who  is 
known  to  rely  implicitly  on  his  acknowledged  ability 
in  technical  matters.  His  familiarity  with  the  Charter 
is  apparently  as  complete  as  his  understanding  of 
plans  and  specifications.  There  are  comparatively  few 
of  our  citizens  who  comprehend  how  thoroughly 
street  systems,  sewerage,  bridges,  parks  and  every 
item,  large  and  small,  which  come  before  the  Board 
of  Estimate,  is  first  carefully  and  thoroughly  inves¬ 
tigated  in  Mr,  Oxholm’s  office  in  the  Borough  Hall. 

A  life  thus  devoted  to  study,  to  figures,  and  to 
plans  for  public  improvements,  has  left  but  little  time 
for  other  activities.  Outside  of  his  profession,  he 
enjoys  his  family  life,  his  connection  with  the  Prot¬ 
estant  Episcopal  Church;  and  his  diversion  is  good 
literature  where  at  home  he  has  a  well  selected 
library.  As  a  recreation,  an  occasional  trip  to  sea 
in  a  small  yacht.  In  1892  he  entered  the  International 
Sailing  Canoe  Race  and  won  the  title  from  Canadian 
competitors  in  the  finals  off  Norton’s  Point,  Coney 
Island. 

Mr.  Oxholm  has  traveled  throughout  the  United 
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States  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  various  engi¬ 
neering  problems  which  have  been  brought  to  his 
notice  and  to  study  the  solutions  which  have  been 
arrived  at  by  his  fellow-technicians.  He  has  designed 
and  built  a  great  number  of  steel-girder  and  stone¬ 
highway  bridges,  heavy  retaining  walls,  many  systems 
of  sewers  and  miles  of  sidewalks,  curbs  and  gutters. 
He  was  admitted  to  full  membership  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  in  1897,  and  is  also 
a  member  and  past  president  of  the  Association  of 
Municipal  Engineers.  He  recently  made  a  trip  to 
Germany,  as  a  member  of  the  borough  president’s 
commission  which  conferred  with  the  Hamburg- 
American  Line  officials,  in  an  effort  to  promote  the 
use  of  our  local  pier  facilities  for  docking  purposes. 
These  negotiations  are,  no  doubt,  the  foundation  for 
an  invaluable  maritime  pact  which  will  manifest  it¬ 
self  in  the  future  development  of  our  waterfront. 

On  October  3,  1894,  Mr.  Oxholm  married  at 
Yonkers,  New  York,  Louise  Be  Vier  Deyo,  of 
Yonkers,  and  to  this  union  were  born  four  children: 
1.  Carl,  a  resident  of  Manhattan,  who  married  Doro¬ 
thy  Henriques  of  that  borough,  and  they  have  two 
children:  Carl  and  Elizabeth.  2.  Catharine,  wife 
of  Northrope  Jones,  who  is  associated  with  Bethle¬ 
hem  Steel  Company  at  Philadelphia.  They  reside  at 
Wayne,  Pennsylvania,  and  are  the  parents  of  two 
daughters  and  a  son,  Catharine,  Susan  and  Theodor. 
3.  Philip  D.,  resides  at  home.  4.  Theodor,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Hall,  of  Esopus,  New  York,  and  resides 
at  No.  54  Pendleton  Place,  New  Brighton.  He  is 
associated  with  the  Radio  Corporation  of  America. 
They  have  one  child,  Mary  Louise. 

The  Oxholm  residence  is  a  delightful  home  at  No. 
38  St.  Austin’s  Place,  West  New  Brighton,  which 
Mr.  Oxholm  built  over  thirty-five  years  ago. 


JOSEPH  C.  SEGUINE  — One  of  the  families 
prominent  in  the  history  of  Staten  Island  since  early 
settlement  days  is  that  of  the  Seguines,  of  whom 
Joseph  C.  Seguine  of  Princes  Bay  is  a  foremost  repre¬ 
sentative.  Mr.  Seguine,  like  his  forebears,  has  been 
essentially  identified  with  Island  activities  of  a  civic, 
social,  and  business  nature,  and  in  the  last-named 
relation  he  is  president  of  Seguine-Runyon-Stiles 
Company  of  Tottenville. 

According  to  the  first  census  of  Staten  Island 
taken  in  1706,  the  Seguine  family  was  well  known 
in  that  year  and  were  people  of  influence  during  that 
and  subsequent  years.  From  records  published  by 
the  New  York  Historical  Society  giving  an  abstract 
of  wills  about  that  date,  it  appears  that  a  Louis 
James  Seguine,  born  1690,  the  son  of  James,  a  man 
of  forty-five  years,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Seguine, 
married  Lady  Membrut,  of  English  distinction,  and 
was  the  possessor  of  land  adjoining  that  of  John 
Casson  in  1733.  In  1749  he  is  described  in  a  docu¬ 
ment  bearing  the  signature  of  Thomas  Billop,  as  a 
“tenant.”  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  either  James 
or  Louis  James  Seguine  was  the  progenitor  of  this 
branch  of  Seguines  in  America.  They  were  of  Hugue¬ 
not  ancestry  and  came  here  at  least  two  and  a  quarter 
centuries  ago. 

Louis  James  Seguine  was  said  to  be  the  father  of 
a  son  also  named  James,  who  was  the  great-great¬ 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph  C.  Seguine.  This 
James  Seguine  was  born  about  1725  and  married 
Catherine  Sleight  in  the  year  1756.  His  name  ap¬ 
pears  in  April  of  1787  on  the  subscription  list  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Church,  at  Richmond;  thus  he  was  one 
of  those  members  pledged  to  defray  the  salary  of  the 
Rev.  Rowland.  James  Seguine  and  his  wife,  Cather¬ 
ine,  were  the  parents  of  several  children,  among  whom 


were  Henry,  Catherine,  Steven,  and  James.  (It  is 
well  to  mention  that  the  earlier  records  of  this  family, 
along  with  others  are  unavailable  at  St.  Andrew’s, 
hence  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  obtain  more  data. 
However,  there  is  a  record  there  pertaining  to  Henry 
Seguine,  born  1758,  etc.). 

The  birth  of  Henry  Seguine,  the  eldest  of  the  four 
previously-mentioned  children,  occurred  on  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  1758,  and  his  death  came  on  July  20,  1837. 
He  was  a  man  of  integrity  and  industry  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  cultivating  his  farm  lands,  he  did  some  oyster- 
ing  and  fishing.  His  first  house  was  near  the  beach 
at  Princes  Bay,  which  later  gave  way  to  the  more 
substantial  one  which  he  built  of  field  stone  several 
hundred  feet  back  from  the  water.  The  latter  house, 
at  least  a  century  and  a  score  years  old,  still  stands 
on  the  east  side  of  Princes  Bay  Road  and  is  a 
splendid  example  of  pioneer  architecture.  Henry 
Seguine  married  on  August  13,  1800,  Jane  Garretson, 
who  was  born  1782,  died  November  24,  1856,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Judge  and  Jane  Garretson. 
Joseph  H.  and  John  G.  Seguine  are  mentioned  as 
their  sons.  The  latter  was  born  June  14,  1805, 
married  Harriet  Mille,  and  they  had  four  children: 
Louise  M.,  Henry  J.,  John  J.,  and  Andre  M.,  thus 
creating  other  family  lines  of  Seguines. 

Joseph  H.  Seguine,  the  son  of  Henry  Seguine,  was 
born  July  13,  1801.  He  attended  school  in  the  South- 
field  district  and  followed  in  the  foot-steps  of  his 
ancestors,  becoming  a  farmer  and  a  landowner.  His 
avocation  was  that  of  building,  he  having  helped  to 
plan  the  first  two  buildings  now  in  use  by  the  White 
Dental  Plant  at  Princes  Bay,  which  were  con¬ 
structed  originally  for  the  manufacture  of  candles, 
in  which  business  he  was  included  as  a  partner.  The 
splendid  Colonial  residence  erected  about  1840,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  road,  somewhat  opposite  the  old 
stone  house  of  his  father,  and  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Joseph  C.  Seguine,  was  built  by  him.  In  addition 
to  these  interests  he  had  schooners  which  plied  along 
the  coast-line  and  were  the  means  of  transporting 
considerable  freight  in  those  times.  Upon  the  in¬ 
corporation  of  the  Staten  Island  Railroad  on  August 
2,  1851,  he  was  elected  its  first  president,  Stephen 
Seguine  and  John  G.  Seguine  were  made  treasurer 
and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  respectively. 
The  construction  of  the  road,  however,  was  not  be¬ 
gun  until  i860.  In  all  these  things  he  was  a  man 
of  leadership  and  in  his  mature  days  he  had  accom¬ 
plished  much  and  was  possessed  of  considerable 
means.  The  Seguine  farm,  which  consisted  of  a  tract 
of  land  of  more  than  one  hundred  acres,  then  lay 
between  the  railroad  tracks  and  the  bay,  and  after 
his  passing,  it  was  divided  among  members  of  the 
family.  His  colonial  mansion  with  ten  acres  sur¬ 
rounding  it,  was  later  sold  by  petition;  but  fifteen 
years  ago  it  was  re-purchased  by  our  subject,  Joseph 
C.  Seguine.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  other 
Seguines  related  to  him  were  also  owners  of  fine 
houses  in  different  parts  of  the  Island.  Among  them 
may  be  mentioned  two  at  Rossville,  which  are  still 
standing  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Arthur  Kill  Road, 
and  the  picturesque  of  the  two  is  the  one  at  the  bend 
of  the  road  on  the  river  side,  which  resembles  a 
pioneer  inn.  Henry  Stewart  Seguine  was  the  owner 
of  this  property.  At  Great  Kills,  on  the  bay  side, 
several  hundred  feet  from  Hylan  Boulevard,  is  a 
large  white  house  formerly  a  Seguine  homestead,  and 
now  owned  by  Richard  Britton.  Surrounding  the 
Seguine  property  at  Princes  Bay,  were  the  homes 
of  a  number  of  Staten  Island  pioneer  families,  among 
them  being  the  La  Forges,  the  Jobes,  and  Woods. 
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Joseph  H.  Seguine’s  marriage  to  Ellen  Cadmus, 
born  May  22,  1810,  a  sister  of  Richard  Cadmus,  of 
Bayonne,  New  Jersey,  took  place  December  24,  1829. 
To  this  union  the  following  children  were  born: 

I.  Catherine,  married  Henry  Holton,  a  resident  of 
Woodbridge;  they  had  no  children.  2.  Martha,  mar¬ 
ried  Albert  Holton,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  had  a 
daughter,  Nellie.  3.  Jane,  married  Ephraim  J.  La 
Forge,  of  Princes  Bay,  and  to  them  two  children  were 
born,  Catherine  and  Emma.  4.  Henry  H.,  the  father 
of  our  subject.  Joseph  H.  and  Ellen  (Cadmus) 
Seguine  passed  away  October  21,  1856,  and  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1875,  respectively,  and  were  buried  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Cemetery. 

Henry  H.  Seguine,  son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Ellen 
(Cadmus)  Seguine,  was  born  September  16,  1837,  at 
Princes  Bay.  He  was  educated  in  the  local  district 
school  and  received  his  academic  learning  at  West- 
field,  Massachusetts.  It  was  natural  that  he  took 
up  farming,  as  he  inherited  property  from  his  father; 
in  later  years  he  added  other  farm  lands  to  his  prop¬ 
erty.  He  was  a  man  highly  respected  in  his  com¬ 
munity,  having  been  active  in  affairs  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  the  district.  Like  his  grandfather  and 
father,  he  declined  public  office,  but  was  conspicuous 
in  his  support  of  civics,  and  the  church.  His  wife 
was  Emma  Cortelyou,  the  daughter  of  Peter  L.  and 
Ellen  (Bogart)  Cortelyou,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  as  follows:  1.  Joseph  C.,  whose 
review  follows.  2.  Henry  Herbert,  a  resident  of 
Princes  Bay.  3.  Ralph  H.,  a  resident  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  Henry  H.  Seguine  and  his  wife  were 
buried  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery  at  New  Dorp. 

Joseph  C.  Seguine,  son  of  Henry  H.  and  Emma 
(Cortelyou)  Seguine,  was  born  March  28,  1872,  at 
Princes  Bay,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools.  Following  a  short  period  of  work 
on  his  fathers  farm  he  started  out  in  the  world  of 
business,  as  office  boy  with  J.  F.  Whitney  and  Com¬ 
pany,  a  shipbroker  in  New  York  City,  remaining  in 
that  employment  three  years.  Since  that  time  his 
business  career  has  been  confined  to  Staten  Island, 
where  he  has  been  associated  with  important  inter¬ 
ests.  His  first  position  here  was  with  the  firm  of 

J.  B.  King  and  Company  at  New  Brighton.  The 
latter  was  the  founder  of  the  Island’s  first  gypsum 
industry,  which  is  now  a  part  of  the  United  States 
Gypsum  Company.  His  promotion  was  rapid,  and 
he  successively  filled  the  posts  of  bookkeeper  and 
cashier,  eventually  being  promoted  to  the  office  of 
vice-president  of  the  concern.  He  saw  J.  B.  King 
and  Company  grow  from  a  small  industry  to  a  very 
important  and  extensive  concern,  until,  as  stated,  it 
was  absorbed  by  the  greater  corporation,  which  took 
place  in  1923. 

Early  in  1924  Mr.  Seguine  resigned  from  the 
newly-organized  company  and  has  since  devoted  him¬ 
self  entirely  to  his  other  business  interests,  principal 
among  them  being  the  firm  of  Seguine,  Runyon, 
Stiles  and  Company  at  Tottenville,  dealers  in  lumber 
and  builders’  supplies.  He  is  also  the  executive 
head  of  Seguines’  Incorporated,  dealers  in  coal  and 
similar  supplies,  with  headquarters  at  Pleasant  Plains. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  in  the 
following:  The  Muralo  Company  at  New  Brighton, 
manufacturers  of  paint,  of  which  he  is  also  vice- 
president;  the  Tottenville  National  Bank;  the  Princes 
Bay  Oyster  Company;  the  Tottenville  Holding  Com¬ 
pany;  the  Richmond  County  Building  and  Mutual 
Loan  Association;  Jackson- Seguine,  Incorporated,  of 
Hartford,  Connecticut;  and  a  trustee  in  the  Staten 
Island  Savings  Bank. 


Mr.  Seguine  has  always  taken  a  deep  and  helpful 
interest  in  the  civic  and  cultural  life  of  his  com¬ 
munity  and  he  is  widely  known  among  the  group  of 
leading  citizens  and  families  hereabouts.  Among  the 
organizations  with  which  he  is  affiliated  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  The  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
the  local  Kiwanis  Club,  of  which  he  was  at  one 
time  treasurer;  the  Amicitia  Association  of  Pleasant 
Plains;  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  471,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  Empire  Commandery,  No.  66,  Knights 
Templar;  Chapter  No.  219,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon;  and  the  Staten  Island 
Masonic  Club.  He  is  a  trustee  of  St.  Mark’s  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church  at  Pleasant  Plains.  During 
the  World  War  he  was  on  the  War  Service  Board 
of  the  Gypsum  Industries. 

Mr.  Seguine  was  married,  October  19,  1889,  at 
Princes  Bay,  to  Annabelle  Manee,  the  daughter  of 
William  T.  and  Ellen  W.  (Wier)  Manee,  of  Staten 
Island  pioneer  stock.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seguine  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Joseph  H.,  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  in  business.  2.  Melvin  M.f 
connected  with  the  Moody  Bible  Institute  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  Illinois.  3.  Harold  C.,  with  Seguine’s,  Incor¬ 
porated.  4.  M.  Ellen,  a  student  at  school. 


DR.  DARWIN  LONG  BARDWELL— A  tribute 
that  glowed  with  the  warmth  and  sincerity  which 
the  Board  of  Representatives  of  the  High  School 
Teachers’  Association  of  New  York  City  manifested 
toward  one  of  their  departed  members,  bore  fair 
testimony  of  the  life  of  service  and  devotion  that  the 
late  Dr.  Darwin  Long  Bardwell  spent  in  behalf  of 
education  and  enlightenment  in  the  city. 

At  a  memorial  service  held  at  Curtis  High  School 
soon  after  Dr.  Bardwell’s  death  in  September  of  1915, 
Mr.  Fred  C.  White  of  Morris  High  School,  speak¬ 
ing  for  the  High  School  Teachers’  Association,  char¬ 
acterized  Dr.  Bardwell  as  “an  accurate  scholar  whose 
erudition  enriched  his  work;  a  gentleman  whose  pres¬ 
ence  created  a  fine  atmosphere;  an  able  administrator 
whose  judgment  was  so  sound  that  it  was  seldom 
questioned;  a  faithful  public  servant  who  gave  to  the 
work  of  his  office  the  full  measure  of  his  strength; 
a  public-spirited  citizen  who  gave  generous  support 
to  religious  and  social  enterprises.”  Mr.  White  in 
closing  stated:  “To  the  teachers  of  New  York  his 
memory  is  a  precious  possession,  his  life  an  enduring 
inspiration.” 

The  birth  of  Darwin  Long  Bardwell  took  place 
in  March  of  i860,  in  Shelburne,  Massachusetts,  his 
parents  being  Darwin  Zenas  and  Melissa  J.  (Long) 
Bardwell  of  that  town.  The  Bardwell  family  origi¬ 
nally  came  from  Suffolk,  England,  and  the  first  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  group  coming  to  America  during  the 
seventeenth  century  found  homes  for  themselves  and 
their  children  in  Massachusetts,  the  birthplace  of 
New  England  life,  and  freedom  of  religious  wor¬ 
ship.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  days  when 
ardent  patriots  fought  for  independence  and  even¬ 
tually  won  release  from  the  shackles  of  a  reactionary 
mother  country,  the  Bardwell  family  rose  nobly  to 
the  occasion.  Jonathan  Bardwell,  a  staunch  patriot 
and  able  soldier,  quickly  enlisted  in  the  colonial  army 
and  gave  of  his  strength  to  the  cause  of  right. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  whose  home 
was  the  very  residence  in  which  a  selected  committee 
of  men  met  to  found  Amherst  College  in  an  earlier 
day,  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  his  home  com¬ 
munity.  Following  an  elementary  and  high  school 
training  he  decided  upon  a  college  career  and  with 
this  avowed  purpose  in  mind,  matriculated  at 
Amherst  College. 
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Ever  an  institution  that  furnished  the  young  man 
within  its  portals  with  an  education  that  fitted  him 
adequately  for  his  life  to  come,  Amherst  College 
gave  Darwin  L.  Bardwell  a  splendid  training  which 
he  proceeded  to  make  the  most  of,  to  consolidate 
every  gain  and  to  assimilate  at  all  times  increased 
knowledge  that  he  might  import  the  benefits  of  this 
knowledge  to  others.  From  Amherst  he  received  in 
1883  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  in  1888  he 
was  the  recipient  of  the  higher  honor  of  Master  of 
Arts.  While  attending  this  seat  of  learning  he  had 
won  a  membership  in  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Fraternity  in 
recognition  of  his  achievements  as  a  scholar. 

Leaving  college  Mr.  Bardwell  traveled  westward 
to  Champaign  County,  Illinois,  where  he  entered 
upon  his  life  as  an  instructor  and  educator.  He 
returned  East  to  become,  in  succession,  a  classical 
teacher  in  the  Greenwich  Academy,  Connecticut,  and 
principal  of  the  Union  High  School  in  Greenport, 
New  York.  The  latter  position  he  held  from  1885 
to  1890.  Mr.  Bardwell  was  also  named  head  of  the 
Science  Department  of  the  State  Normal  School. 
While  fulfilling  this  duty  satisfactorily  for  eight 
years  he  also  served  as  a  lecturer  at  the  Summer 
Institute  in  Thousand  Island  Park.  His  next  appoint¬ 
ment  was  that  of  high  school  inspector  under  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  while  at  the 
same  time  he  was  conductor  of  Teachers’  Institutes 
and  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Examiners’  for 
Teachers’  Licenses  in  1898  and  1899.  In  the  latter 
year  he  went  to  Binghamton,  New  York,  where  he 
served  as  superintendent  of  schools,  remaining  at 
this  post  until  1902.  The  latter  year  he  was  appointed 
district  superintendent  of  schools  in  New  York  City 
and  thus  began  an  association  with  schools  here  and 
with  their  organization,  management  and  discipline 
that  lasted  until  his  death. 

Dr.  Bardwell  was  assigned  to  take  charge  of  the 
Borough  of  Richmond  which  had  recently  been  con¬ 
solidated  into  Greater  New  York,  a  task  which  he 
fulfilled  for  seven  years  and  which  served  to  reveal 
to  the  people  of  Staten  Island  a  man,  capable  and 
fully  competent  to  deal  with  all  kinds  of  vexing  and 
seemingly  unfathomable  problems.  The  task  of 
bringing  what  was  then  a  rural  system  of  schools 
into  harmony  with  the  schools  of  the  rest  of  the 
municipality  was  assigned  to  his  care.  It  was  no 
small  undertaking  that  was  given  him,  that  of  com¬ 
bining  the  great  number  of  schools  into  one  body; 
investigating  and  harmonizing  matters  related  to 
teaching  positions  and  teachers’  salaries;  bringing 
many  and  widely-separated  small  schools  into  the  one 
system;  discovering  the  weaknesses  in  the  teaching 
force  and  giving  due  credit  to  the  efficient.  This 
work  was  accomplished  with  ability,  firmness  and 
tact. 

Later,  in  1909,  when  Dr.  Bardwell  was  designated 
by  City  Superintendent  Maxwell  as  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  high  schools  of  New  York  City,  he 
brought  to  his  work  the  experiences  of  a  teacher  in 
high  school,  of  a  successful  superintendent  of  a  city 
school  system,  a  student  of  school  problems  and  of 
a  teacher  and  leader  of  leaders.  He  labored  hard 
in  season  and  out  of  season  in  inspecting  the  twenty 
high  schools  under  his  jurisdiction.  In  addition  to  his 
high  position  in  charge  of  high  schools  in  the  entire 
city,  Dr.  Bardwell  was  elected  president  of  the  New 
York  State  Teachers’  Aid  Society  of  Richmond  Bor¬ 
ough,  of  the  Federation  of  Welfare  Agencies  of 
Staten  Island  and  of  the  Tompkinsville  Cooperation 
Savings  and  Loan  Association.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Schoolmasters’  Club,  the  National  Geographic 
Society,  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and 


Sciences  and  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  of  New 
York.  In  his  fraternal  association  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Club  belonging  not  only  to  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  designated  as  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason  but  also  being  a  Chapter  Mason,  a  Knight 
Templar  and  a  Shriner. 

The  marriage  of  Superintendent  Bardwell  occurred 
on  December  28,  1885,  to  Alice  M.  Babb,  of  Cham¬ 
paign,  Illinois,  daughter  of  John  and  Anne  (Deakin) 
Babb.  Mrs.  Bardwell,  who  survives  her  husband, 
resides  at  the  present  time  at  No.  131  St.  Mark’s 
Place,  New  Brighton.  They  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Harold  E.  and  Darwin  Eugene,  whose  life 
was  sacrificed  during  the  World  War. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Bardwell  occurred  Monday, 
September  6,  1915  and  was  a  sudden  shock  to  great 
numbers  of  friends  throughout  Staten  Island  and 
New  York  City  as  a  whole  and  an  inestimable  loss 
to  the  school  system  of  New  York  City.  He  had  not 
been  confined  to  his  home  by  illness,  but  passed  away 
suddenly  while  taking  a  stroll  before  luncheon. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Brighton  Heights 
Reformed  Church  three  days  later.  This  is  the 
church  where  he  had  worshipped  and  served  as  clerk 
of  consistory.  The  pastor,  Rev.  George  C.  Lenning- 
ton,  and  State  Commissioner  of  Education,  John  H. 
Finley,  spoke  at  the  services.  Burial  took  place  in 
Moravian  Cemetery  where  principals  and  teachers 
of  the  high  schools  of  New  York  City  erected  a 
monument  to  his  memory;  a  window  later  being 
dedicated  by  his  many  Staten  Island  friends. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  at  Curtis  High 
School,  Sunday,  October  31,  1915.  Associate  City 
Superintendent  Clarence  E.  Meleny  presided  and 
there  were  addresses  by  the  Hon.  William  G.  Will- 
cox,  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  from  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough;  Associate  City  Superintendent  Ed¬ 
ward  B.  Shallow  and  Principal  John  H.  Denbigh 
of  Morris  High  School. 

During  the  service,  Dr.  Finley  in  a  scholarly 
eulogy,  praised  his  late  associate  as  a  man  who  gave 
his  all  that  he  might  accomplish  the  tasks  set  before 
him  as  efficiently  and  constructively  as  possible.  In 
continuing,  he  bore  tribute  to  him  as  a  true  man,  a 
fair  man,  a  kindly  man,  a  God’s  man. 

Dr.  Shallow  characterized  Dr.  Bardwell  as  one 
having  an  optimistic  view  of  life,  a  loyalty  and 
catholicity  of  heart  that  enabled  him  to  make  and 
keep  many  friendships  among  the  strifes  and  distrusts 
which  unfortunately  were  bred  among  large  bodies 
of  men.  He  added  that  the  deceased  had  always  exhi¬ 
bited  a  right  conduct  and  a  benevolence  toward  his 
fellowmen  and  that  he  left  a  large  legacy  in  the 
things  of  the  mind,  the  heart  and  the  conscience. 

Dr.  Denbigh  in  his  address  said  of  Dr.  Bardwell: 
“He  brought  a  wide  and  varied  experience  to  bear 
upon  his  work.  In  him  were  united  the  virtues  of 
intellectual  honesty  and  sincerity  to  a  degree  that 
removed  all  shadow  as  to  his  stand  upon  a  question 
of  duty  or  upon  a  question  of  right  or  wrong.  He 
hated  a  sham.  Pretence  could  find  no  guise  in  which 
to  hide  from  him.  Love  of  justice  was  second  nature 
to  the  man  and  no  one  who  had  a  just  cause  to  urge 
feared  his  decision  or  ever  lacked  his  loyal  aid.” 

Superintendent  Meleny  also  bore  tribute  to  his 
broad  scholarship,  intellectual  refinement,  culture, 
his  genial  sympathy,  uniform  fairness,  consideration 
and  excellent  judgment  in  all  things. 

Surely  a  life  lived  in  such  a  manner  and  devoted 
to  the  service  of  education,  particularly  in  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough,  is  worthy  of  a  high  place  in  the  annals 
of  this  part  of  Greater  New  York.  Dr.  Bardwell’s 
life  on  Staten  Island  and  his  accomplishments  both 
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here  and  elsewhere  stamped  him  as  a  high  type  of 
citizen,  unselfishly  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his 
fellowmen. 


JUDGE  HENRY  BLEEKER  METCALFE— 

In  the  administration  of  justice  in  Richmond  County 
no  fairer  example  of  conscientious  and  even  distribu¬ 
tion  of  equity  is  evident  than  that  exercised  during 
the  incumbency  of  Judge  Henry  B.  Metcalfe.  In 
the  middle  and  latter  portions  of  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury  this  distinguished  jurist  held  the  office  of  Sur¬ 
rogate  and  County  Judge  of  Richmond  County,  hav¬ 
ing  earlier  occupied  the  office  of  district  attorney. 
As  an  astute  citizen  and  public  servant,  whose  pro¬ 
found  knowledge  of  his  profession  and  his  faithful 
service  in  office  earned  him  the  respect  of  the  people 
of  Staten  Island,  he  aided  immeasurably  in  the  growth 
of  this  county  and  will  long  be  remembered  as  one 
of  our  outstanding  legal  minds.  The  Metcalfe  family 
is  well  represented  in  Staten  Island  at  the  present 
time  by  his  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren. 

The  birth  of  Henry  B.  Metcalfe  occurred  in  Al¬ 
bany,  New  York,  January  20,  1805,  his  parents, 
George  and  Elizabeth  (Talbot)  Metcalfe.  His 
grandfather,  Simon  Metcalfe,  was  the  first  of  this- 
family  to  come  to  America.  As  a  master  mariner 
and  a  surveyor  he  left  his  native  homestead  in  York, 
England,  about  1765  or  1766,  and  settled  in  New 
York  City  after  a  long  ocean  journey.  Taking  a 
prominent  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  colony  at 
this  comparatively  early  time  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  Surveyor,  a  position  he  maintained  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  while  he  was  on  a  voyage  to 
India.  He  had  also,  during  the  latter  portion  of 
his  lifetime,  become  the  owner  of  a  farm  at  Johns¬ 
town,  New  York. 

Simon  Metcalfe’s  son,  George,  after  spending  his 
earlier  years  in  England,  where  he  acquired  a  sub¬ 
stantial  schooling,  came  to  America  in  1789  to  join 
his  father.  He  first  removed  to  Albany,  New  York, 
where  he  studied  for  the  legal  profession  at  the  Law 
School,  but  afterwards  he  went  to  Johnstown,  Fulton 
County,  in  the  same  State,  where  he  was  appointed 
Assistant  District  Attorney  by  Governor  Jay.  After 
holding  this  office  for  fifteen  years,  1796  to  1811,  he 
journeyed  southward  to  New  York  City  to  practice 
law  on  his  own  initiative.  Five  years  later  he  crossed 
the  bay  to  Staten  Island,  where  he  spent  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  life,  becoming  recognized  as  a  distinguished 
citizen  of  this  county,  and  District  Attorney  through 
appointment  by  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton,  in  1818. 
His  death  occurred  in  1826. 

George  Metcalfe  married  on  March  5,  1791,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Talbot,  daughter  of  Commodore  Silas  Talbot, 
of  an  old  and  respected  family.  The  following  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  this  union:  Maria,  who  married 
William  S.  Root,  of  Tompkinsville;  Silas  Talbot; 
Simon;  Catherine;  Henry  Bleeker,  of  whom  this 
record  is  especially  concerned;  Georgiana,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Daniel  Fenn,  of  Massachusetts;  Louisa;  George, 
and  twins. 

Judge  Henry  B.  Metcalfe,  after  receiving  his 
educational  background  on  Staten  Island,  acquired 
his  legal  training  largely  through  his  father  who  in¬ 
structed  him;  and  on  May  18,  1829,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Gaining 
steadily  in  a  knowledge  of  his  profession  in  Rich¬ 
mond  County,  and  displaying  a  talent  that  won  him 
many  hearty  supporters  during  the  years  that  fol¬ 
lowed,  he  became  one  of  our  ablest  councilors  before 
the  Bar.  His  appointment  to  the  office  of  District 
Attorney  came  shortly  after  his  admittance  to  the 


Bar,  a  fact  that  in  itself  speaks  admirably  for  his 
natural  genius  and  attainments  within  his  calling. 
He  retained  this  post  until  1833. 

In  1840  he  was  appointed  County  Judge  and  in 
the  same  year  he  was  named  United  States  Boarding 
Officer  at  Quarantine,  in  the  revenue  department, 
which  post  he  occupied  until  1843.  In  1847  he  was 
elected  County  Judge  and  Surrogate,  the  two  offices 
having  been  united  as  one  in  that  year  and  sum¬ 
marily  changed  from  appointive  to  elective  offices. 
For  close  to  thirty  years  he  administered  justice  in 
this  responsible  office  which  consisted  of  the  disposal 
of  hundreds  of  cases  each  year  and  constituted  a 
duty  that  taxed  his  resources  to  the  utmost.  The 
disposition  of  these  duties,  however,  won  him  the 
hearty  approbation  of  the  people  of  the  county.  In 
1875  he  resigned  this  judgeship,  to  take  his  seat  as 
a  member  of  the  Forty-Fourth  Congress,  to  which 
he  had  been  elected. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  on  the  bench,  which  in 
a  large  measure  served  to  aid  the  wholesome  de¬ 
velopment  of  Staten  Island,  Judge  Metcalfe  was 
active  in  affairs  tending  to  widen  the  extent  of  public 
improvements  here.  He  was  for  many  years  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Richmond  County  Mutual  Life  In¬ 
surance  Company,  and  served  as  the  active  manager 
and  secretary  of  this  organization  for  a  long  period. 
Fraternally,  he  was  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and 
records  of  1840  list  him  as  Master  of  Richmond 
Lodge  in  that  year.  His  death  occurred  February 
7,  1881,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  1895. 

The  marriage  of  Judge  Henry  B.  Metcalfe  took 
place  January  31,  1829,  to  Catherine  Van  Buskirk, 
daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Margaret  Van  Buskirk. 
They  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  of 
whom  were  born  on  Staten  Island:  Mary  E.,  Henry 
T.,  Margaret,  Robert,  Charles,  Frances,  Margaret, 
2d,  George,  and  Cordelia.  Of  these  children,  Henry 
and  Charles  remained  on  Staten  Island  until  their 
deaths,  and  some  of  their  descendants  are  still  re¬ 
siding  here. 


WILLIAM  MARSHALL  MULLEN— A  native 

of  Lansingburg,  near  Troy,  New  York,  William 
Marshall  Mullen,  born  June  12,  1844,  and  now  eighty- 
six  years  of  age,  has  practiced  law  since  1871,  forty- 
six  years  in  Manhattan  and  since  1917,  until  June  I, 
1926,  in  the  Borough  of  Richmond,  when  he  saw 
fit  to  reduce  the  extent  of  his  activities.  He  is  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  accounted  to  be  among  the  oldest  of  the 
attorneys-at-law  on  Staten  Island;  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  some  time 
ago.  In  Stapleton,  he  maintained  offices  in  the  Pape 
Building,  represented  a  number  of  important  cor¬ 
porations  as  counsel,  and  was  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Midland  Railway  Company.  He 
opposed  annexation  of  the  Borough  of  Richmond 
when  annexation  was  first  proposed,  and  fought 
against  it  wholeheartedly.  He  was  an  outstanding 
leader  in  affairs  of  the  Democratic  party,  locally; 
and  at  present,  in  semi-retirement  from  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession,  continues  to  exercise  a 
considerable  influence  in  political  questions.  His 
judgment  is  frequently  sought  by  contemporary 
leaders,  who  value  his  opinions  highly.  Respected, 
even  venerated,  by  those  who  know  him  well,  Mr. 
Mullen  has  stood  for  the  finest  ethics  in  legal  prac¬ 
tices,  has  fought  courageously  for  the  causes  which 
he  believed  to  be  just,  and  is  largely  accredited  with 
many  of  the  best  phases  of  development  of  Stapleton 
and  the  Borough  of  Richmond.  It  is  said  of  Mr. 
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Mullen  by  his  friends,  that  his  •  career  has  been 
honorable  in  its  every  act. 

William  Marshall  Mullen  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Troy  and  matriculated  in  law  school.  Upon 
graduation  he  passed  the  bar  examinations  of  the 
State  of  New  York  with  a  facility  born  of  a  talented, 
legally  inclined  mind,  and  began  practice  at  once. 
Meanwhile,  during  his  study  of  the  law,  came  the 
Civil  War,  and  Mr.  Mullen  enlisted  to  serve  with 
the  34th  Regular  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  the 
cause  against  secession  and  slavery.  He  fought 
valorously,  and  was  with  General  Sherman  on  his 
march  to  the  sea.  In  the  legal  fraternities  of  Man¬ 
hattan  and  Richmond  boroughs  he  was  sincerely  es¬ 
teemed  by  confreres,  who  found  his  character  on  a 
parity  with  the  elevated  intelligence  which  he  demon¬ 
strated  in  exercise  of  the  profession.  In  matters  of 
charity  Mr.  Mullen  assisted  freely  in  the  devising  of 
programs  intended  to  do  away  with  the  causes  mak¬ 
ing  the  charity  necessary;  and  his  contributions  to 
the  needy  have  always  been  substantial,  given  in  a 
spirit  of  sympathy  truly  humanitarian. 

William  Marshall  Mullen  married  Catharine  Ade¬ 
line  Mollan,  of  Stapleton,  daughter  of  Arthur  and 
Christina  (Reid)  Mollan.  On  the  records  of  the 
State  of  New  York  it  appears  that  Arthur  Mollan 
became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  on  October 
20,  1852.  To  this  union  were  born  six  children: 
1.  Frederick  S.,  deceased;  married  Wilhelmina  A. 
Cornell,  and  by  her  was  father  of  four  children: 
Frederick  C.,  Catharine,  Evelyn,  and  Clarence,  de¬ 
ceased.  2.  Clarence,  who  died  in  infancy.  3.  Mabel, 
wife  of  Colonel  George  L.  Hicks,  of  the  United 
States  Army,  grandson  of  Governor  Thomas  Holli¬ 
day  Hicks,  of  Maryland  (governor  during  the  Civil 
War).  By  this  marriage  two  children  were  born: 
Thomas  Holliday  Hicks,  4th,  and  George  L.,  Jr. 
4.  Gertrude,  who  died  in  infancy.  5.  Evelyn. 
6.  William  L.,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
married  Edna  Fay,  and  they  have  one  child,  Wil¬ 
liam  L.,  Jr. 


REV.  FREDERIC  SUTTER— For  many  years 
the  Rev.  Frederic  Sutter  has  been  known  to  the 
Lutheran  denomination  as  one  of  their  most  ardent 
workers.  For  more  than  two  decades  he  has  been 
stationed  on  Staten  Island,  where  he  has  been  one 
of  the  beneficent  influences  of  the  community,  and 
where  he  has  identified  himself  with  the  island’s 
leading  spiritual,  educational  and  civic  interests. 

On  February  26,  1875,  Pastor  Sutter  was  born  at 
Stambach,  Province  of  the  Palatinate,  Germany,  son 
of  Frederic  J.  and  Johanna  (Giessen)  Sutter.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Stambach,  his  mother  of 
Kontwig.  They  came  to  this  country  in  1881,  bring¬ 
ing  with  them  their  family  of  five  children:  John, 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  Johanna  and  Frederic.  Settling 
at  Middle  Village,  Long  Island,  the  father  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  carver  of  marble  and  granite 
monuments,  and  his  son’s  early  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  local  Lutheran  Parochial  School.  In 
1888  he  entered  Wagner  College  Preparatory  School 
at  Rochester,  New  York,  there  completing  his  studies 
in  1894.  In  June,  1897,  he  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Lutheran  Seminary  at  Mount  Airy,  Philadelphia, 
after  which  he  was  ordained,  and  became  pastor  of 
St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  Church,  at  Liberty,  New  York. 
He  remained  in  this,  his  first  charge,  for  two  years, 
and  was  then  transferred  to  Immanuel  Church,  Hud¬ 
son,  New  York.  He  served  this  church  during  the 
eight  years  that  followed  and  it  was  during  this 
pastorate  that  his  interest  in  educational  work  oc¬ 


cupied  a  share  of  his  time.  While  ministering  to 
his  parish,  he  also  taught  German  and  history  in  a 
local  high  school. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  now,  Pastor  Sutter 
has  lived  at  Stapleton,  Staten  Island,  coming  here 
in  the  latter  part  of  1907  as  pastor  of  the  German 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  The  German  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Stapleton  was  incor¬ 
porated  February  17,  1856.  Pastor  Christian  Hen- 
nicke  had  succeeded  in  organizing  a  congregation 
about  a  year  previous;  its  first  meeting  was  held 
December  22,  1856,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  on  Cebra  Avenue.  The  meetings  were  at 
first  maintained  with  difficulty  but  after  a  reorgan¬ 
ization  in  1862,  when  Louis  Dejonge,  P.  W.  Caesar, 
Albin  Warth,  and  others  became  interested,  four  lots 
at  the  corner  of  Beach  Street  and  Richmond  Road 
were  purchased  in  1865.  Since  that  time  the  work 
of  the  church  has  progressed  and  eventually  as  the 
congregation  increased  their  property  was  improved. 
At  the  time  of  Pastor  Sutter’s  coming  to  this  island, 
the  church  building  was  a  frame  structure  but  today 
they  have  a  beautiful  new  church,  parish  house  and 
parsonage  at  the  corner  of  St.  Paul’s  Avenue  and 
Beech  Street  maintained  by  a  membership  of  over 
a  thousand  among  whom  are  many  of  our  well- 
known  citizens.  In  spite  of  the  many  pressing  duties 
of  such  a  charge,  he  has  been  constantly  active  in 
other  fields.  Though  no  longer  able  to  devote  time 
to  the  class  room,  he  has  maintained  an  active  inter¬ 
est  in  education.  When  in  1918,  Wagner  College 
was  removed  to  Staten  Island  from  Rochester,  New 
York,  he  became  president  of  the  board  of  trustees 
which  position  he  continues  to  hold.  As  chairman 
of  its  building  committee,  and  as  president  of  the 
college  from  November,  1926  to  November,  1927,  his 
influence  has  been  constantly  felt  in  all  departments 
of  this  growing  institution.  This  institution  with  its 
academic  and  university  schools,  large  campus  of  fifty 
acres  and  well  constructed  buildings  is  situated  in 
Serpentine  Road  on  the  beautifully  forested  Gr.vmes 
Hill  overlooking  the  far  stretches  of  island  country¬ 
side.  Wagner  College  is  doing  commendable  work 
offering  young  men  liberal  arts  and  pre-medical 
courses  and  fitting  them  for  future  careers,  as  well 
as  to  add  fame  to  Staten  Island  which  has  always 
taken  a  keen  interest  in  learning.  The  faculty  is  now 
presided  over  by  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  F.  Dapp,  an 
alumnus  of  Wagner  College  in  1902,  and  re:ent!y 
prominent  in  church  work  and  educational  activities 
in  Philadelphia,  who  succeeded  Pastor  Sutter. 

Pastor  Sutter  is  also  the  author  of  several  books 
on  religious  and  educational  subjects.  In  the  gen¬ 
eral  work  of  his  denomination,  he  takes  a  practical 
interest,  serving  as  secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  New  York  Ministerium.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Society  of  New  York,  the  Immigrant 
House  Board,  and  the  United  Lutheran  Church  of 
America.  As  an  evidence  of  his  interest  in  civic 
matters,  he  belongs  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Staten  Island,  and  a  number 
of  other  affiliations  here. 

On  September  5,  1899,  Rev.  Frederic  Sutter  mar¬ 
ried  Emma  M.  Hoos,  daughter  of  Ernest  V  and 
Ann  M.  (Weyrich)  Hoos,  of  Liberty,  New  York. 
Mrs.  Sutter’s  parents  were  also  from  Germany,  Wal- 
roth  and  Hessen  being  their  native  towns.  In  1870, 
they  emigrated  from  the  fatherland  and  located  in 
Liberty,  where  Mr.  Hoos  was  long  identified  with 
the  business  circles.  His  brother,  Edward  Hoos, 
was  at  one  time  mayor  of  Jersey  City.  To  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Sutter  three  sons  were  born :  Frederic  E., 
a  graduate  of  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  now 
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a  Chemical  Engineer;  Carl  J.  and  Herbert  E.  stu¬ 
dents  at  Wagner  College.  Mrs.  Sutter  is  an  ardent 
worker  in  the  affairs  of  her  church  and  participates 
in  the  various  duties,  social  and  otherwise  of  the 
community. 


HON.  HARRY  J.  PALMER— Intimately  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  civic,  commercial  and  social  life  of 
Richmond  County,  Senator  Harry  J.  Palmer,  of  Port 
Richmond,  needs  but  little  introduction  to  the  readers 
of  this  work.  This  locality  was  his  summer  residence 
many  years  before  he  finally  elected  to  make  his  per¬ 
manent  home  in  this  borough,  having  previously  been 
associated  with  important  merchandising  establish¬ 
ments  in  Manhattan. 

Senator  Palmer  was  born  in  Dover,  New  Jersey, 
February  28,  1872,  a  son  of  Charles  E.  and  Anna 
(Cowley)  Palmer.  His  father,  who  was  a  prominent 
contractor,  died  when  his  son  was  but  six  and  one- 
half  years  of  age.  His  education  was  obtained  in 
the  public  schools  of  Philadelphia,  after  which  he 
became  employed  by  a  leading  department  store, 
and  for  thirty-three  years  has  constantly  adhered  to 
the  same  field  of  activity,  spending  the  latter  twenty- 
five  years  as  a  member  of  the  executive  staffs  of  the 
various  stores  he  has  been  connected  with.  It  was 
over  thirty  years  ago  that  Mr.  Palmer  first  chose 
Staten  Island  as  an  ideal  location  for  a  summer  resi¬ 
dence,  and  his  affection  for  the  locality  deepening 
year  by  year  he  decided,  in  1916,  to  make  it  his 
permanent  home.  In  1923,  he  established  his  pres¬ 
ent  business  at  No.  264  Richmond  Avenue,  Port 
Richmond,  known  as  Palmer’s  Art  and  Gift  Shop, 
where  are  assembled  many  beautiful  treasures  and 
practical  household  necessities  displayed  in  a  truly 
artistic  manner.  His  shop  is  interesting  for  the 
great  variety  of  wares  of  modernistic  and  antique 
designs  handled. 

Aside  from  his  business  interests,  his  avocation 
has  been  and  is  in  the  service  of  the  civic,  social,  and 
political  welfare  of  Staten  Island.  In  these  connec¬ 
tions,  the  following  paragraph  gives  evidence  of  such 
leanings,  as  well  as  enumerates  such  manifold 
activities. 

Not  content  with  rendering  a  business  service  of 
momentous  value  to  his  fellow  Staten  Islanders,  Mr. 
Palmer  has  consistently  fought  for,  and  accomplished, 
innumerable  undertakings  calculated  to  improve  the 
general  welfare  and  development  of  the  borough. 
Particularly,  has  he  been  a  foremost  exponent  of  in¬ 
creased  traffic  and  transit  facilities,  especially  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  proposed  building  of  new  bridges 
and  tunnels,  being  a  dominant  figure  on  the  Mayor’s 
Committee  on  City  Planning  and  Survey.  He  is  a 
.  past  member  of  the  Mayor’s  Subcommittee  on  Port 
Tunnels  and  Facilities;  an  active  member  of  Staten 
Island’s  Chamber  of  Commerce;  member  of  the  Port 
Richmond  Board  of  Trade,  recently  being  elected 
president  for  the  third  consecutive  term.  He  served 
as  chairman  of  the  “1927  Flag  Day  Association” 
Finance  Committee  with  great  credit  to  the  cause; 
was  chairman  of  the  “Queen’s  Contest  Sesqui-Cen- 
tennial  Celebration,”  and  has  been  actively  inter¬ 
ested  in  countless  other  organizations  that  have  as 
their  aim  the  betterment  of  Staten  Island.  As  a 
prominent  member  of  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Mr.  Pal¬ 
mer  was  treasurer  of  the  special  committee  which 
extended  an  invitation  to  Colonel  Charles  Lindbergh. 
trans-Atlantic  aviator,  to  make  a  landing  on  the 
Island,  and  has  accepted  several  other  committee 
assignments  in  this  order,  including  past  chairman¬ 


ship  of  the  Lapsation  Committee,  having  formerly 
held  a  similar  office  on  the  Social  and  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee.  His  fraternal  affiliations  also  include  mem¬ 
bership  in  Knickerbocker  Council,  Royal  Arcanum, 
of  which  he  is  a  Past  Regent.  A  most  active  par¬ 
ticipant  in  the  good  works  of  the  Staten  Island 
Kiwanis  Club,  he  is  chairman  of  the  House  Com¬ 
mittee.  A  prime  mover  in  the  “Minute  Men”  organi¬ 
zation  founded  by  the  Staten  Island  Trade  Board 
(another  organization  to  which  he  has  given  much 
time  and  attention),  he  is  now  serving  as  first  vice- 
president  of  this  comparatively  new  civic  body,  which 
has  already  given  a  notable  impetus  to  local  busi¬ 
ness  and  industry,  and  is  a  past  member  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee.  His  political  affiliation  is  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  is  an  active  worker  within 
the  county  committee  of  the  local  Democratic  organi¬ 
zation.  His  nomination  and  election  to  represent 
the  Twenty-Fourth  District,  comprising  Richmond 
and  Rockland  counties,  in  the  New  York  State 
Senate,  was  eventful  in  as  much  as  it  occurred  dur¬ 
ing  the  famous  Smith-Hoover  Presidential  campaign 
of  1928.  Senator  Palmer’s  term  of  office  began 
January  1,  1929,  and  he  is  now  justifying  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  selected  by  the  borough  presi¬ 
dent  as  chairman  of  the  committee  in  charge  of  the 
exercises  which  took  place  upon  the  official  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Goethals  and  Outerbridge  crossings,  con¬ 
necting  Staten  Island  with  Elizabeth  and  North 
Perth  Amboy  respectively.  He  was  also  appointed 
master  of  ceremonies  for  the  breaking  of  ground 
upon  the  beginning  of  work  on  the  new  Port  Rich¬ 
mond- Bayonne  span. 

Mr.  Palmer  married,  April  11,  1894,  Margaret 
A.  Breckell,  of  New  York  City,  daughter  of  John 
Frederick  and  Catharine  Breckell.  Mrs.  Palmer 
likewise  takes  an  active  interest  in  her  community 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  Club,  the  Little 
Theatre,  and  several  other  organizations.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Palmer  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Edna, 
wife  of  Frederick  B.  McFadden,  of  Fort  Wads¬ 
worth,  and  mother  of  two  children,  Harold,  eleven 
years  of  age,  and  Mildred,  nine  years;  Mae,  wife  of 
Joseph  A.  Costello,  and  mother  of  two  daughters, 
Marian,  seven  years  of  age,  and  Joan,  born  July 
12,  1928. 


HAROLD  ELY  MERRICK— The  Arden  School, 
situated  at  No.  200  Clinton  Avenue,  New  Brighton, 
was  originally  founded  at  the  suggestion  and  upon 
the  recommendation  and  sponsorship  of  certain  promi¬ 
nent  families  of  Richmond  County  who  desired  that 
their  voung  boys  might  have  the  advantages  of  3. 
thorough  elementary  and  preparatory  education  within 
the  confines  of  the  borough.  The  school  had  its 
inception  in  Eltingville  under  direction  of  Mr.  Harold 
Sindall  of  Kings  College,  London.  After  a  year  at 
Eltingville  it  was  removed  to  its  present  location  in 
the  fine  old  mansion  in  the  exclusive  section  of  New 
Brighton.  The  institution  fulfills  every  requirement 
and  is  readily  accessible  to  Manhattan  and  adjoin¬ 
ing  boroughs,  while  at  the  same  time  possessing 
advantages  of  suburban  life.  In  addition  to  the  beau¬ 
tiful  structure  in  which  the  students  are  tutored,  an 
extensive  campus  of  several  acres,  including  an  excel¬ 
lent  athletic  field,  orchard,  and  garden,  surrounds 
the  premises.  The  Arden  School  has  certainly  justi¬ 
fied  its  founding,  and  under  the  able  direction  of  its 
present  headmaster,  Harold  E.  Merrick,  is  steadily 
gaining  in  popularity.  Mr.  Merrick  came  to  the  school 
in  1913  as  its  first  instructor  and  has  therefore  been 
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enabled  to  devote  intensive  study  to  the  needs  of  the 
institution  and  the  best  methods  for  its  conduct. 

Harold  E.  Merrick  is  a  native  of  Amherst,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  where  he  was  born  in  1896.  His  parents, 
Edward  B.  and  Etta  L.  (Bliss)  Merrick,  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  historic  New  England  families.  Their  son 
received  an  excellent  rudimentary  education,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  completed  his  preparatory  studies,  follow¬ 
ing  which  he  matriculated  at  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  Bachelor 
of  Science  degree.  After  completing  his  studies  he 
accepted  a  position  in  a  military  academy  as  assist¬ 
ant  headmaster.  While  assistant  headmaster  at  the 
New  York  Military  Academy,  Mr.  Merrick  met  and 
married  Miss  Marian  E.  Skewis,  herself  an  educator 
of  note,  and  former  dietitian  at  the  University  of 
Delaware.  Mr.  Merrick  holds  membership  in  the 
Alpha  Chi  Rho  Fraternity,  and  the  Mask  and  Wig 
Club  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  To  further 
his  training  he  is  now  a  student  in  Teachers  College 
at  Columbia  University,  taking  courses  in  education. 

It  is  probably  superfluous  to  state  that  the  out¬ 
standing  hobby  of  Mr.  Merrick  is  the  development 
of  modemly  efficient  educational  ways  and  means.  In 
former  years  the  Arden  School  maintained  a  board¬ 
ing  department,  which  Mr.  Merrick  has  recently 
caused  to  be  discontinued  in  accordance  with  his 
desire  to  leave  available  every  possible  square  foot 
of  space  for  class-room  and  recreation  use  and  to 
abolish  dormitories.  He  is  assisted  by  a  staff  of 
eminently  qualified  instructors  particularly  well 
equipped  to  teach  the  younger  boys  to  whom  this 
institution  caters,  and  who  range  in  age  from  eight 
to  fourteen  years.  The  school  prepares  boys  for 
entrance  to  the  Eastern  college  preparatory  schools, 
and  the  fact  that  many  of  its  graduates  have  since 
shown  marked  scholastic  records  at  St.  Paul’s,  Hill 
School,  Pomfret,  Lawrenceville,  Middlesex,  Hotch¬ 
kiss,  Taft,  Groton,  Andover  and  similar  well  known 
institutions  is  in  itself  proof  that  the  principles  which 
Mr.  Merrick  long  ago  laid  down  were  most  sound 
ones.  His  classes  are  all  limited  in  size  to  small 
groups,  the  masters  thus  being  enabled  to  closely 
assist  each  individual  in  his  progress;  examinations 
are  held  four  times  a  year,  and  reports  therefrom 
promptly  sent  to  parents  that  they  may  note  the 
work  done  and  the  progress  made  by  their  children. 
An  unusually  advanced  or  backward  pupil  is  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  form  most  suitable  for  his  individual 
needs,  the  whole  system  being  intended  to  give  the 
pupil  a  thorough  and  comprehensive  education,  which 
latter  is  impossible  unless  the  pupil  is  permitted  to 
develop  his  reasoning  faculties  in  an  orderly  and 
effective  manner. 

Headmaster  Merrick  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  old 
adage  relative  to  “all  work  and  no  play.”  He  encour¬ 
ages  the  playing  of  soccer,  football  and  hockey  dur¬ 
ing  the  fall  and  winter  months,  and  baseball  in  the 
spring-time.  Practice  in  these  sports,  writh  the  masters 
taking  an  active  part,  takes  place  every  afternoon, 
and  matches  with  other  schools  take  place  at  frequent 
intervals.  An  annual  field  day  is  held  toward  the 
end  of  May,  after  some  weeks  of  light  training. 
Riding  and  dancing  classes  are  available  for  those 
boys  desirous  of  participating,  and  over  the  week¬ 
ends,  excursions  to  various  parts  of  the  Island  and 
places  of  interest  in  Manhattan  are  frequently  under¬ 
taken.  The  nearness  of  the  school  to  the  Narrows 
offers  the  boys  an  unusual  opportunity  to  make  a 
first-hand  study  of  practical  shipping.  School  plays 
are  given  annually  as  it  is  felt  that  participation  in 
such  affairs  tends  to  give  growing  boys  a  greater 
degree  of  poise  and  self-assurance. 


Mr.  ^Merrick  maintains  that  a  greater  degree  of 
educational  progress  may  be  attained  in  a  small  school 
comprised  of  younger  pupils  than  an  institution  tutor¬ 
ing  a  large  number  of  pupils,  inasmuch  as  in  the 
smaller  school  the  student  has  to  compete  only  with 
boys  of  his  own  age  and  is  not  required  to  sub¬ 
ordinate  himself  to  older  students  which  accept  boys 
of  widely  varied  ages. 


WILLIAM  J.  DAVIDSON — In  the  death  of 
William  J.  Davidson,  on  December  29,  1927,  Staten 
Island  lost  a  man  who  had  made  himself  not  only 
an  important  factor  in  its  economic  life,  but  a  citizen 
who  recognized  in  full  measure  his  responsibilities 
as  such  to  the  community,  State  and  nation.  He  was 
essentially  a  man  of  large  ideas.  He  had  vision  with¬ 
out  being  a  visionary.  His  active  imagination  could 
visualize  all  the  details  of  a  broad,  complex  problem, 
with  all  its  ramifications,  and  the  results  of  their 
successful  solution.  As  would  be  expected  of  one 
of  his  mechanical  and  executive  abilities,  he  was  very 
practical.  The  constructive  faculties  that  found  their 
fullest  expression  in  his  industrial  enterprise  were  not 
confined  in  their  application  to  material  things,  but 
were  brought  to  bear  upon  community  interests.  He 
was  possessed  of  splendid  vigor,  physical  and  mental, 
and  an  iron  will;  and  these  qualities  and  attributes 
presaged  success  in  whatever  he  undertook.  Mr. 
Davidson  was  a  man  of  strong  emotions,  always  under 
control,  firm  in  action  but  kindly,  sympathetic  and 
generous,  quiet  and  unassuming  withal;  and  so  his 
activities  on  behalf  of  his  fellowmen  were  known 
only  to  the  beneficiaries.  Having  risen  from  the 
ranks,  and  continuing  to  be  an  indefatigable  worker 
as  long  as  he  lived,  he  understood  the  position  and 
the  psychology  of  the  man  who  toils  and  was  always 
fair  in  his  dealings  and  considerate  of  those  who 
worked  for  him.  He  had  the  faculty  of  winning  con¬ 
fidence  and  esteem,  and  many  of  his  workers  had 
been  in  his  employ  for  long  periods  of  years.  No 
ambitious  youth  who  reads  this  page  can  fail  to 
find  inspiration  and  encouragement  in  the  story  of 
this  man  who  started  as  an  humble  apprentice  and 
by  his  own  efforts  and  upright  character  won  for 
himself  a  place  of  affluence  and  influence. 

William  J.  Davidson  was  born  near  the  home  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott  in  England,  on  September  2,  1851. 
He  was  a  lad  of  only  nine  years  when  his  parents, 
James  and  Harriett  (Hayden)  Davidson,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  with  their  two  other 
children,  Rachel  and  Jane,  came  from  England  and 
for  a  short  time  remained  in  New  York.  The  follow¬ 
ing  year  the  family  removed  to  Boston,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  two  years  later  they  became  residents  of 
Montreal,  Canada.  His  educational  opportunities 
were  limited  to  those  afforded  by  the  public  schools; 
but  he  was  always  a  keen  observer,  a  thoughtful 
reader  and  possessed  a  retentive  memory;  and  with 
a  native  mental  endowment  far  above  the  average, 
he  readily  outdistanced  many  who  had  been  better 
favored  by  fortune.  He  was  only  fifteen  when  he 
became  an  apprentice  in  the  Canada  Marine  Engine 
Works,  and  during  the  first  year  he  received  twenty 
cents  a  day  as  compensation  for  his  labor.  He  ap¬ 
plied  himself  to  the  mastery  of  the  mechanical  details 
of  his  trade  and  to  the  theory  of  steam  engineering 
to  such  good  purpose  that  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  was  competent  to  accept  a  position  as  marine 
engineer  for  the  Quebec  Steamship  Company;  and 
he  had  been  in  their  employ  only  four  years  when  he 
was  made  chief  engineer  of  the  largest  craft  operated 
by  that  company: 
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At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  married,  and  the  de¬ 
sire  to  enjoy  the  home  thus  made  possible,  and  the 
added  consideration  that  he  could  see  no  large  possi¬ 
bilities  in  the  future  for  a  steamboat  man,  led  him 
to  abandon  that  line  of  work.  The  practical  ex¬ 
perience  he  had  gained  was,  however,  to  prove  a 
valuable  asset  at  a  later  time,  which,  perhaps,  even 
now  he  had  in  mind.  So  he  came  to  the  City  of  New 
York  and  took  a  position  as  foreman  in  the  Albany 
Iron  Works.  Heretofore  his  experience  in  managing 
men  had  been  quite  limited,  but  now  he  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  demonstrate  his  understanding  of  human 
nature  and  to  gain  experience  in  directing  the  work 
of  others  that  would  further  equip  him  for  the  time 
when  he  would  venture  into  business  on  his  own 
account;  for  all  this  while  he  had  a  definite  goal 
in  view.  He  had  been  there  but  a  year  when  he  was 
offered  a  position  as  chief  engineer  of  a  Clyde  Line 
steamer,  plying  between  New  York  and  Cuba.  That 
was  in  1876.  He  continued  in  that  position  until  1882, 
when  he  became  superintending  engineer  of  the  Starin 
Line;  and  it  is  from  that  time  that  his  acquaintance 
and  connection  with  Staten  Island  dated.  While  he 
was  in  that  position  he  was  sent  to  Europe  to  study 
the  methods  of  ship  construction  employed  there. 
This  was  another  opportunity  to  add  to  the  steadily 
accumulating  fund  of  knowledge  and  experience  which 
was  to  be  such  an  important  factor  in  a  success  that 
was,  perhaps,  nearer  at  hand  than  he  knew.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  that  position  a  dozen  years. 

There  were  two  other  competent  and  ambitious  men 
in  the  employ  of  the  Starin  Line — James  Clute  and 
William  Carnie — and  in  1894,  Mr.  Davidson  with 
these  men  decided  to  form  a  partnership  and  venture 
into  business  on  their  own  account.  They  were  well 
acquainted  with  one  another’s  abilities  and  personali¬ 
ties,  worked  together  effectively  and  harmoniously, 
and  thus  success  crowned  their  efforts  from  the  very 
beginning.  Four  years  later  their  business  and  that 
of  the  Burlee  Dry  Dock  Company  were  merged,  the 
combination  constituting  one  of  the  strongest  indus¬ 
trial  enterprises  on  Staten  Island.  Mr.  Davidson  be¬ 
came  its  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  continued  to 
hold  those  offices  until  1907,  when  W.  J.  Burlee,  who 
was  president  of  the  organization,  withdrew  from 
the  business.  Mr.  Davidson  succeeded  to  the  presi¬ 
dency  and  the  corporation  changed  its  name  to  Staten 
Island  Shipbuilding  Company.  Originally  the  plant 
and  headquarters  of  the  company  were  located  in 
Port  Richmond,  across  from  the  railroad  station,  and 
this  plant  was  operated  as  one  of  the  units  of  the 
present  greatly  expanded  enterprise.  Doing  business 
in  the  greatest  port  on  the  American  continent  and 
one  whose  growth  has  been  tremendous  in  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century,  the  company’s  trade  also  grew 
through  the  energy  and  foresight  of  its  management 
in  keeping  abreast  of  the  times  in  methods,  equipment 
and  constantly  increased  facilities.  In  the  course 
of  time  the  company  built  at  Mariners  Harbor,  and 
this  part  of  the  plant  became  the  headquarters.  Here 
were  established  dry  docks,  boiler  shops,  machine 
shops,  woodworking  mills  and  all  such  other  depart¬ 
ments  as  go  to  make  a  complete  shipbuilding  plant, 
including  a  large  iron  foundry  on  Mesereau  Avenue. 
At  times  nearly  4,500  men  were  employed,  but  in 
more  normal  periods  about  1,500.  The  main  offices 
of  the  company  were  located  at  No.  3075  Richmond 
Terrace,  Mariners  Harbor,  and  at  No.  90  West 
Street,  New  York. 

Upon  the  entry  of  this  country  into  the  World 
War,  Mr.  Davidson,  on  behalf  of  the  company,  of¬ 
fered  its  facilities  to  the  Government.  Then  there 


were  in  construction  six  vessels,  and  these  were  com¬ 
mandeered  by  the  United  States  Shipping  Board. 
During  that  great  conflict  fourteen  vessels  were  built, 
including  mine-sweepers,  submarine  chasers,  and 
other  craft  for  coast  defense.  The  company  also  built 
many  ocean-going  vessels,  tug-boats  and  other  harbor 
craft,  barges,  dry  docks,  caissons  for  marine  construc¬ 
tion  purposes  and  did  general  dry  dock  and  repair 
work.  A  number  of  ferry-boats  were  built,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  “Richmond,”  “President 
Roosevelt,”  “American  Legion,”  and  the  “Dorgan 
Hills,”  while  others  were  planned  for  service  be¬ 
tween  Staten  Island  and  New  York  City.  These  are 
the  largest  boats  of  their  kind  in  the  world.  This 
company  also  executed  contracts  for  many  of  the 
largest  American  corporations,  including  the  Standard 
Oil  Company,  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  West¬ 
ern  Railroad,  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the  United 
States  Government. 

It  was  only  natural  that  a  man  of  such  aggressive 
energy  and  proven  abilities  should  broaden  the  scope 
of  his  activities  as  years  went  on.  He  was.  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  the  Port  Richmond  National 
Bank,  which  was  organized  in  1903,  and  for  the  ten 
years  previous  to  his  death  he  was  its  president. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Engineers’  Club,  the  White¬ 
hall  Club,  the  American  Bureau  of  Shipping,  and  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  his  frater¬ 
nal  affiliations,  Mr.  Davidson  was  a  member  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Lodge  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

William  J.  Davidson  married,  February  16,  1875, 
at  Portland,  Maine,  Mary  J.  Armstrong,  the  oldest 
of  twelve  children.  Her  parents  were  Michael  and 
Susan  (Matson)  Armstrong,  both  of  whom  came 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  about  1840,  and  settled 
in  Dorchester,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  and 
where  their  children  were  born.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David¬ 
son  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  James  H., 
whose  review  follows.  2.  Harriett  and  3.  William 
J.,  both  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  4.  Mae  Florence, 
now  Mrs.  Isaac  Lovell,  of  Westerleigh,  and  5.  Ger¬ 
trude,  late  wife  of  Stephen  R.  Christopher,  of  Staten 
Island. 


JAMES  H.  DAVIDSON,  who  succeeded  as 
president  of  the  Staten  Island  Shipbuilding  Company, 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  a  worthy  father  and,  like 
William  J.  Davidson,  laid  the  foundations  for  success 
in  practical  experiences  ashore  and  at  sea.  He,  how¬ 
ever,  had  the  advantages  which  come  from  training 
in  the  best  of  our  technical  schools  where  one  is 
taught  the  scientific  principles  which  have  succeeded 
the  ancient  rule  “o’thumb  method.” 

Mr.  Davidson  was  born  on  November  5,  1876,  in 
Quebec,  Canada,  the  son  of  William  J.  Davidson 
(see  preceeding  biography)  and  Mary  J.  (Armstrong) 
Davidson.  He  was  brought  to  New  York  when  but 
a  few  months  old  and  there  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  supplemented  with  a  course  at  the 
well-known  Trinity  School,  conducted  by  Trinity 
Church.  Subsequent  to  these  studies  he  attended 
Petty  Institute  at  Hightstown,  New  Jersey,  and  then 
returned  to  Staten  Island,  where  he  served  a  four 
years’  apprenticeship  learning  the  machinist’s  trade 
in  the  Staten  Island  Shipbuilding  Company,  of  which 
his  father  was  secretary  and  treasurer  at  that  time. 
To  become  more  thoroughly  acquainted  with  ship¬ 
ping  methods  and  shipbuilding,  Mr.  Davidson  spent 
five  years  at  sea,  thus  obtaining  a  chief  engineer’s 
license  and  gaining  a  vast  amount  of  practical  knowl¬ 
edge  which  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  him.  Wish¬ 
ing  to  have  a  more  comprehensive  theoretical  knowl- 
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edge  of  ship  building,  Mr.  Davidson  matriculated  at 
Stevens  Institute  of  Technology  at  Hoboken,  New 
Jersey,  in  the  class  of  1908.  About  1904  he  again 
associated  himself  with  the  Staten  Island  Shipbuild¬ 
ing  Company,  under  the  tutelage  of  his  able  father, 
and  received  his  training  in  the  departmental  work 
of  the  great  plant  at  Mariners  Harbor.  His  phe¬ 
nomenal  capacity  for  pegging  away  with  indomitable 
patience  and  with  a  quiet  determination  to  do  his 
part  well  helped  him  considerably.  In  1912  Mr. 
Davidson  was  made  assistant  to  the  president  of  the 
company,  and  the  following  year  was  advanced  to 
the  position  of  vice-president,  and  upon  his  father’s 
death  he  was  elevated  to  the  presidency.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  duties  connected  with  his  former  office, 
Mr.  Davidson  assumed  many  of  the  burdens  and 
responsibilities  of  his  father,  the  late  William  J. 
Davidson,  and  with  unswerving  fidelity  proved  him¬ 
self  worthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him.  In  a 
more  recent  date  the  Staten  Island  Shipbuilding 
Company  was  merged  with  the  United  Dry  Docks 
Corporation. 

Mr.  Davidson  is  a  director  of  the  Staten  Island 
National  Bank  and  Trust  Company  and  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Insurance  Company.  In  his  fraternal  affilia¬ 
tions  he  is  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  is  also  affiliated 
with  the  Naval  Architects  Society;  while  his  clubs 
are  the  Whitehall  of  New  York;  the  Miami  Bilt- 
more  Country  Club,  and  the  Granada,  of  Coral 
Gables,  of  Florida,  where  in  the  latter  place  he  has 
a  winter  home,  and  the  Golf  Club  of  New  York 
State.  His  summer  residence  is  at  Rock  Hill,  Sul¬ 
livan  County,  New  York. 

James  H.  Davidson  married  (first),  Julia  M., 
daughter  of  John  and  Julia  (Mahoney)  Kenney.  The 
first  Mrs.  Davidson  died  in  1914,  leaving  two  daugh¬ 
ters:  Gertrude  G.  and  Julia  M.  Mr.  Davidson  mar¬ 
ried  (second),  in  1916,  S.  Frances  Armstrong,  the 
daughter  of  Francis  and  Abigail  (Lynn)  Armstrong, 
by  whom  two  children  were  born:  Mary  J.  and 
James  H.,  Jr.  They  have  an  adopted  son,  Dallas 
H.  Gertrude  G.  Davidson,  his  eldest  daughter  finished 
her  education  at  Smith  College,  married  Clarence 
Reichelt,  of  Staten  Island,  and  they  have  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Joan.  His  second  daughter,  Julia  M.,  is  a 
graduate  of  St.  Lawrence  University,  and  the  other 
children  are  attending  school.  The  Davidson  family 
residence  is  at  No.  48  Boulevard,  Westerleigh. 


GILBERT  STEVENS  BARNES— The  develop¬ 
ment  of  Staten  Island,  especially  the  South  Shore 
region,  has  been  greatly  stimulated  by  the  Richmond 
County  Building  and  Mutual  Loan  Association,  one 
of  the  largest  and  next  to  the  oldest  organization  of 
its  kind  on  the  Island.  The  growth  of  this  associa¬ 
tion  has  been  brought  about  in  large  measure  by  the 
keen  business  sense  and  discernment  of  one  of  the 
island’s  foremost  and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens, 
Gilbert  S.  Barnes,  of  Tottenville. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  born  December  7,  1853,  in  Marion, 
Connecticut,  the  son  of  Andrew  F.  and  Elizabeth 
(Stevens)  Barnes  of  old  New  England  stock.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  at  Eastman  Brothers’  Business  College, 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  He  taught  for  five  years 
and  in  1879,  set  out  from  the  town  of  Southington  to 
seek  employment  in  New  York  City.  Upon  his  arrival 
in  the  metropolis,  his  first  thought  was  to  read  avail¬ 
able  newspapers,  giving  his  undivided  attention  to  the 
“Help  Wanted”  columns.  Jobs  were  scarce,  and  he 
was  driven  to  long  chances  in  his  endeavor  to  secure 


a  position.  One  day,  however,  when  hope  seemingly 
lay  dormant,  he  espied  a  small  advertisement  announc¬ 
ing  the  vital  need  of  a  qualified  factory  superin¬ 
tendent  in  the  plant  of  the  Johnston  Brothers’  Dental 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Princes  Bay,  Staten 
Island.  He  had  no  experience  in  this  line  of  work, 
but  decided  to  apply  for  the  position.  After  a  ride 
here  on  the  then  small  ferry  boat,  followed  by  a 
railroad  trip  on  a  smoky,  dingy,  steam  train  which 
chugged  slowly  along  through  the  sparsely  settled 
island,  he  arrived  at  Princes  Bay.  At  the  Johnston 
Brothers’  plant,  he  was  told  that  he  was  not  qualified 
for  the  position  of  superintendent,  but  he  was  given 
a  job  in  the  accounting  department. 

In  1881  the  Johnston  Brothers’  firm  was  consoli¬ 
dated  with  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Manufacturing 
Company,  whose  main  plant  was  situated  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  It  was  during  the  same  year  that  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Building  and  Mutual  Loan  Association 
was  founded,  and  as  one  of  the  most  energetic  backers 
of  the  enterprise,  Mr.  Barnes  was  chosen  its  first 
secretary,  a  position  he  has  held  ever  since.  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  1927,  the  shareholders  presented  to  the  asso¬ 
ciation  a  bronze  portrait  tablet  in  honor  of  Mr.  Barnes, 
who  was  serving  vigorously  in  the  forty-sixth  year 
of  his  secretaryship.  A  large  number  of  shareholders 
were  present  on  that  occasion  to  pay  tribute  and 
respect  to  their  faithful  secretary,  whose  patient  and 
consistent  study  of  matters  pertaining  to  building  and 
loan  associations  has  placed  him  in  the  highest  rank 
of  building  and  loan  authorities.  Proof  of  his  ability 
as  an  administrator  of  a  highly  progressive  type  is 
found  in  the  association’s  rapid  growth  during  the 
last  decade,  as  its  resources  are  now  in  excess  of 
$5,000,000.  The  association,  in  particular,  has  been  a 
conspicuous  factor  in  the  home  building  of  the  South 
Shore  of  Staten  Island,  and  has  helped  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  wage  earners  to  acquire  their  own  homes 
besides  aiding  hundreds  of  others  to  increase  their 
savings. 

Happily,  Mr.  Barnes  was  not  a  man  who  would  stop 
at  one  successful  business  attainment,  but  rather  pos¬ 
sessed  a  quiet  determination  and  an  ambition  which 
led  him  rapidly  onward.  In  1899,  his  talents  in  build¬ 
ing  and  loan  work  were  recognized  when  he  was 
made  president  of  the  New  York  State  League  of 
Savings  and  Loan  Associations,  in  which  position  he 
served  in  1899  and  1900.  He  has  always  been  active 
in  this  organization,  and  a  member  of  every  important 
committee  that  has  functioned  at  its  annual  conven¬ 
tions.  Also,  keenly  interested  in  many  aspects  of  the 
life  of  his  community,  he  served  for  five  years  as 
a  member  of  the  Tottenville  School  Board,  and  in 
1898  as  president  of  the  board.  He  declined  reappoint¬ 
ment  because  of  the  pressure  of  his  business  activ¬ 
ities,  which  demanded  his  unceasing  time  and  energy. 
Being  highly  esteemed  and  respected  in  his  com¬ 
munity  because  of  his  unfailing  diligence,  staunch¬ 
ness  of  character  and  winning  personality,  Mr.  Barnes 
was  destined  to  enjoy  further  public  distinction.  He 
was  made  the  first  president  of  the  Tottenville  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  in  1906,  and  since  that  year  has  been  a 
director  of  that  institution. 

True  business  sagacity  and  initiative,  copiously 
intermixed  with  the  spirit  of  hearty  and  genuine 
good  will  toward  his  fellowmen  are  qualities  which 
Mr.  Barnes  has  steadfastly  maintained  in  his  rise  to 
success.  He  has  always  found  pleasure  in  congenial 
labor,  and  this  choice  gift  he  has  passed  on  to  those 
about  him.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of  the  Lions  Club  of  the 
South  Shore.  He  attends  St.  Stephen’s  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  a  zealous  church  worker. 
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Following  his  well  deserved  success  in  Princes  Bay, 
Mr.  Barnes  returned  to  Connecticut,  his  home  State 
where  he  married  Eliza  Dowd,  a  school  teacher, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Dowd,  of  Stirling, 
Connecticut.  By  this  marriage  there  were  three  chil¬ 
dren,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  The  third, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  J.  R.  Richards,  resides  in  Scarsdale, 
New  York,  and  has  a  son,  Charles  Gilbert  Meyers. 


HON.  C.  ERNEST  SMITH — It  is  infrequent 
that  men  in  their  early  careers  qualify  sufficiently  in 
the  more  serious  pursuits  of  life  to  be  called  upon  to 
shoulder  responsibilities  which  usually  go  to  the  more 
mature  of  men.  When  only  twenty-six  years  of  age 
C.  Ernest  Smith  became  a  member  of  the  New  York 
State  Senate,  and  in  that  office  he  ably  rendered 
valuable  service  to  a  large  and  important  constit¬ 
uency.  In  the  practice  of  law  he  serves  a  substantial 
clientele  and  is  affiliated  with  a  number  of  business 
interests  significant  to  the  progress  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  civic  affairs  he  has  always  taken  a  lead¬ 
ing  part,  holding  in  the  past,  as  well  at  present, 
honored  positions  in  organizations  conducive  to  pub¬ 
lic  welfare. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Stapleton  on  July  12,  1894, 
and  here  he  attended  Public  School  No.  14.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Curtis  High  School,  class  of  I9i3>  an<I 
was  numbered  among  the  popular  students  of  that 
year.  After  leaving  the  latter  institution,  he  entered 
New  York  University  Law  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
in  1916.  He  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  Bar 
during  1917,  and  began  to  practice  in  the  offices  of 
Harold  Remington  of  New  York  and  later  with 
Ernest  T.  Lindemann  of  Staten  Island,  where  he 
remained  until  enlisting  in  the  World  War  service. 
He  then  became  attached  to  the  staff  in  the  Judge 
Advocate’s  office,  in  the  early  part  of  1918,  and  was 
stationed  at  Fort  Slocum  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
Following  this  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and 
then  came  a  call  to  enter  the  field  of  politics.  In 
1920  he  was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  as  a 
member  of  the  upper  house  of  the  State  Legislature 
to  represent  the  Twenty-fourth  Senatorial  District 
comprising  Richmond  and  Rockland  counties.  While 
a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  introduced,  passed  and 
had  signed  by  the  Governor  a  number  of  highly 
important  measures  such  as:  A  bill  for  the  famous 
Bear  Mountain  Bridge  across  the  Hudson  River 
from  Bear  Mountain  in  Rockland  County  to  Peek- 
skill  in  Westchester  County,  which  has  proved  such 
a  boon  to  the  multitude  of  automobile  tourists  in  this 
section  of  the  country  and  from  distant  points;  a 
bill  for  regulating  the  realty  records  in  Richmond 
County  known  as  the  Section  and  Block  System,  whic'h, 
when  perfected,  encompassed  a  most  revolutionary 
and  beneficial  change  in  the  methods  then  in  use 
for  keeping  these  valuable  and  important  documents; 
a  bill  for  a  freight  and  passenger  tunnel  under  the 
narrows  from  St.  George  to  Brooklyn;  and  others 
of  importance. 

When  his  term  in  the  Senate  expired  he  then  gave 
his  undivided  attention  to  his  law  practice  and  even¬ 
tually  established  offices  at  St.  George  in  the  Hugot 
Building  at  which  location  he  remained  until  1929 
when  he  removed  his  headquarters  to  the  new  office 
building  at  No.  6  Hyatt  Street.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  Kels  Realty  Corporation,  the  Fort  Hill  Develop¬ 
ment  Company,  the  Summitt  Coal  and  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.,  and  the  Staten  Island  Building  Corpora¬ 
tion,  and  Gotham  Estates,  Incorporated.  In  the  first 
two  named  firms  he  is  also  secretary.  Besides  these 
connections  he  is  a  director  and  counsel  for  the 


Edgewater  Cooperative  Savings  and  Building  As¬ 
sociation. 

Gifted  as  a  speaker,  Mr.  Smith  has  been  called 
upon  from  time  to  time  to  deliver  public  addresses. 
One  of  his  speeches  while  he  was  in  public  office 
was  in  introducing  Mayor  Hylan  at  a  dinner  held 
at  Trinity  Men’s  Bible  Class  at  West  New  Brighton. 
Before  the  Board  of  Estimate  during  Mayor  Hylan’s 
administration,  the  city’s  executive  invited  Mr.  Smith 
to  occupy  Comptroller  Craig’s  chair,  and  in  a  strik¬ 
ing  introduction  Mr.  Hylan  stated:  “Although  Sen¬ 
ator  Smith  is  a  Republican  I  would  rather  have  him 
sitting  in  that  chair  as  comptroller  than  the  present 
incumbent.”  It  can  be  seen  that  his  services  in  move¬ 
ments  for  municipal  improvements  were  of  a  highly 
constructive  nature. 

In  1923-24  he  was  vice-chairman  of  the  Richmond 
County  Republican  Committee  and  is  now  a  Repub¬ 
lican  State  committeeman.  He  is  an  organizer  and 
vice-president  of  the  George  Cromwell  Republican 
Club;  a  director,  and  formerly  secretary  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Bar  Association,  and  in  1928  was 
elected  its  president  and  reelected  in  1929;  a  trustee  of 
the  Supreme  Court  Library  of  Richmond  County; 
president,  1926-27,  of  the  Curtis  High  School  Alumni 
Association;  secretary  of  Richmond  Borough  Division 
of  Federation  of  Churches,  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Stapleton. 

Other  organizations  included  in  his  affiliations  are 
the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which 
he  is  a  director  and  in  the  latter  part  of  1929  became 
its  president;  the  Rotary  Club  of  which  he  is  a 
director;  the  Staten  Island,  the  Richmond  County 
Country,  and  the  Fox  Hills  Golf  clubs.  He  also 
holds  membership  in  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  471,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  Lodge  No.  841,  of  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Junior 
Order  of  United  American  Mechanics,  Kells  Post  of 
the  American  Legion  and  Delta  Theta  Phi  legal 
fraternity 

The  father  of  Senator  Smith  is  John  C.  Smith, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  Germany  before  the 
Civil  War  and  located  for  about  ten  years  at  New 
Orleans.  Here  Mr.  Smith,  Senior,  married  Delphine 
Cambias,  of  aristocratic  Spanish  birth,  daughter  of 
August  Cambias,  owner  of  large  plantation  lands 
on  the  Island  of  Carriacou,  West  Indies.  John  C. 
Smith  came  to  Staten  Island  about  1870,  has  for 
years  acted  as  commercial  manager  of  the  New  York 
Richmond  Gas  Company  and  has  been  active  in  the 
local  Republican  organization. 

On  April  19,  1923,  Hon.  C.  Ernest  Smith  married,  at 
New  Dorp,  Emma  Applebaum,  the  daughter  of 
Henry  F.  and  Minnie  (Swartz)  Applebaum.  Mr. 
Applebaum  came  to  this  country  from  Germany 
about  1875,  and  in  time  settled  on  Staten  Island, 
married,  and  later  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi¬ 
ness.  The  Swartz  family  also  came  from  Germany 
years  ago. 


GEORGE  H.  DOWNING— The  interests  of  his 
community  ever  in  mind,  George  H.  Downing  of 
Livingston,  West  New  Brighton,  is  exerting  his  in¬ 
fluence  and  giving  his  aid  and  support  at  all  times 
to  promote  the  development  and  advancement  of  this 
important  division  of  metropolitan  New  York.  Mr. 
Downing,  prominent  in  business  circles,  is  president 
of  the  Columbia  Fire  Extinguisher  Company,  with 
offices  at  No.  174  Center  Street,  Manhattan,  he  hav¬ 
ing  been  the  original  founder  of  this  well  known  con¬ 
cern  in  1899.  Although  his  business  is  located  on 
the  Island  of  Manhattan,  he  is  sincere  in  his  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  Staten  Island  as  a  place  of  residence,  and 
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here  he  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

Mr.  Downing  was  born  in  New  York  City,  a  son 
of  George  A.  and  Ann  Downing.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  old  public  school,  No.  35,  New  York 
City,  and  in  the  Sedgwick  Institute  of  Great  Bar¬ 
rington,  Massachusetts.  Entering  upon  a  business 
career,  he  became  sales  representative  for  the  Amer- 
ican-LaFrance  Fire  Engine  Company  when  that  firm 
was  organized,  and  for  many  years  he  traveled  in 
the  interests  of  this  concern,  gaining  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business  and  advancing  steadily  by 
reason  of  his  consistent  application  to  his  work,  and 
by  his  convincing  personality.  In  1899  he  founded 
the  Columbia  Fire  Extinguisher  Company  and  has 
ever  since  continued  as  president  of  this  firm,  direct¬ 
ing  it  through  the  years  with  success,  largely  due 
I  to  his  constant  adherence  to  the  principles  of  service 
and  the  first-class  products  upon  which  the  busi¬ 
ness  was  founded.  Mr.  Downing  can  be  found  in  the 
front  ranks  of  every  movement  for  civic  progress  or 
community  welfare,  and  he  is  greatly  esteemed  for 
the  unselfish  part  he  takes  in  everything  concerning 
the  well-being  of  the  people.  A  true  gentleman  of 
l|  the  old  school,  he  enjoys  the  highest  respect  of  all 

I  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  believing  as  he 
does  that  even  in  the  midst  of  all  the  modern  hustle 
:  and  confusion  there  is  always  time  for  courtesy  and 

|  consideration  to  others.  He  greatly  deplores  the 
'1  conditions  which  have  led  Staten  Island  to  be  super¬ 
seded  by  other  communities  as  the  most  logical,  bene¬ 
ficial  sites  for  homes  and  fine  estates,  but  he  tries 
to  reconcile  this  fact  by  the  thought  that  the  eternal 
march  of  progress  has  rendered  this  condition  neces¬ 
sary. 

Mr.  Downing  has  over  an  extended  period  of 
thirty-five  years,  numbered  among  his  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances  some  of  the  nation’s  most  noted  men  of 
his  time  including  the  late  Jay  Gould,  William 
Rockefeller,  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Charles  Lanier, 
Morris  K.  Jessup  and  William  E.  Dodge,  and  he  is 
the  only  living  man  on  Staten  Island  who  has  per¬ 
sonally  known  every  member  of  the  old  Vanderbilt 
family  beginning  with  the  commodore.  He  is  widely 
known  on  the  island  and  among  his  warm  friends 
was  the  late  Hon.  Calvin  D.  Van  Name  (q.  v.). 

Mr.  Downing  is  a  member  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge, 
of  the  Masonic  Order;  the  Scottish  Rite  Masons  of 
New  York  City;  the  Staten  Island  Masonic  Club; 
and  the  Thomas  Hunter  Association.  In  1888,  he 
served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  12th  Regiment,  New 
York  National  Guard. 

George  H.  Downing  married  Magdeline  Von  Rom- 
burg,  a  member  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  from 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  just  off  the  southeast  coast  of 
Massachusetts.  To  this  union  were  born  four  chil¬ 
dren,  two  of  whom,  a  son  and  daughter  died  in 
infancy.  The  two  surviving  children  are:  Paul  H. 
Downing  (q.  v.),  manager  of  the  Staten  Island  office 
of  the  New  York  Title  &  Mortgage  Company;  and 
George  Albro,  who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
Columbia  Fire  Extinguisher  Company.  The  family 
residence  is  located  at  No.  134  Bard  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton. 


PAUL  H.  DOWNING— One  of  Staten  Island’s 
well  known  young  men,  Mr.  Downing,  in  early  life 
won  a  fitting  place  in  the  commercial  life  of  the 
island,  his  present  position  that  of  manager  of  the 
Staten  Island  office,  New  York  Title  and  Mortgage 
Company.  He  has  also  a  number  of  other  interests 
which  help  to  promote  the  cultural  welfare  of  the 
community. 


Paul  H.  Downing  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
the  son  of  George  H.  Downing  (q.  v.),  and  Magde¬ 
line  (Von  Romburg)  Downing.  He  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Staten  Island,  having  come  here 
with  his  parents  when  he  was  two  years  old;  and 
he  later  attended  the  Staten  Island  Academy.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  on  Staten 
Island  and  has  ever  since  taken  an  interest  in  Scout 
activities.  Completing  his  formal  education,  he  entered 
his  father’s  business  and  there  remained  until  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army.  He  was  in 
active  military  service  with  Troop  F  on  the  Mexican 
border.  During  the  World  War,  he  served  in  the 
adjutant  general’s  office  and  spent  two  years’  over¬ 
seas  having  been  in  France,  Germany,  and  Bel¬ 
gium;  he  advanced  from  the  rank  of  second  lieuten¬ 
ant  to  that  of  captain,  and  still  retains  his  captaincy 
in  the  Cavalry  Reserve.  While  in  the  army  abroad, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  American  Riding  Team  in 
the  Inter-allied  Games  at  Paris,  1919. 

Returning  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Downing  re¬ 
entered  his  father’s  business  and  continued  there  until 
accepting  his  present  post  as  manager  of  the  Staten 
Island  branch  of  the  New  York  Title  &  Mortgage 
Company,  which  position  he  assumed  January  1,  1928. 
Deeply  interested  in  all  organizations  and  activities 
that  have  the  interests  of  the  country’s  youth  at  heart, 
he  is  prominent  as  secretary  of  the  Staten  Island 
Division  of  the  Recreation  Committee,  fostered  by 
the  Russell  Sage  Foundation,  and  he  also  acts  as 
chairman  of  the  Parks  and  Playgrounds  Committee 
of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Mr. 
Downing  formerly  studied  landscape  architecture, 
and  still  maintains  his  interest  in  civic  beauty  and 
progress.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  horticulture  and 
has  under  cultivation  splendid  gardens  at  his  home. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  Staten  Island  Historical  Society, 
Staten  Island  Club,  the  Staten  Island  Rotary  Club 
and  a  past  member  of  the  Cricket  and  Richmond 
County  Country  clubs.  His  other  affiliations  are  with 
Slosson  Post  of  the  American  Legion  and  Kane 
Lodge,  No.  454,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Paul  H.  Downing  married,  in  1921,  Clarisse 
Spencer  DeBost,  daughter  of  William  L.  and  Clarice 
L.  DeBost.  William  L.  DeBost  was  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  men  in  Staten  Island  affairs  for  many  years, 
having  been  president  of  the  Staten  Island  Hospital 
and  a  trustee  of  the  Staten  Island  Academy.  During 
the  World  Whr,  he  was  untiring  in  his  patriotic 
endeavors,  and  while  the  influenza  epidemic  raged, 
he  was  head  of  a  force  engaged  in  combating  this 
dreaded  disease.  He  still  retains  his  legal  residence  on 
Bard  Avenue,  St.  George,  although  his  home  is  now 
located  at  No.  1  Gramercy  Park,  New  York  City. 
He  has  won  honor  and  prominence  in  the  financial 
world,  and  is  today  president  of  the  Union  Dime 
Savings  Bank  of  New  York  City.  For  two  years 
he  served  as  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  New  York  City,  and  in  his  official  capacity  re¬ 
ceived  Queen  Marie  of  Roumania  and  the  Crown 
Prince  Gustav  Adolphus  on  the  occasions  of  their 
visits  to  this  country.  Mr.  DeBost  was  recently 
received  by  the  President  of  Cuba. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Downing  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Clarisse,  William,  and  Paul  May- 
hew. 


JOHN  MILNES — Countless  numbers  of  people 
have  come  from  the  many  lands  of  the  world  to  try 
for  fame  and  fortune  in  America,  some  thinking  it 
awaits  them  merely  for  the  asking.  Some,  however,  of 


48 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


a  more  logical  type,  conceived  differently,  for  upon 
their  arrival  there  was  little  hesitation  on  their  part 
to  face  the  future  with  resolution  and  determination 
to  succeed,  first  as  good  citizens  and,  later,  to  reap 
the  reward  their  knowledge,  thrift,  and  enterprise 
would  bring.  John  Milnes,  a  son  of  good  and  staple 
parentage,  with  industry  bred  into  his  very  fibre  and 
a  practical  training,  at  twenty-two  years  of  age  came 
to  this  country  alone  to  face  such  endeavors.  Gradu¬ 
ally,  from  such  a  humble  beginning,  he  has  advanced 
himself  to  the  position  of  one  of  the  foremost  business 
men  and  leading  citizens  on  Staten  Island,  and  is 
today  a  splendid  example  of  a  self-made  man. 

John  Milnes  was  born  in  Manchester,  England, 
August  19,  1867,  the  son  of  Mark  and  Mary  (Lee) 
Milnes,  the  former  a  native  of  Derbyshire,  England, 
and  the  latter  of  Feathert,  Ireland.  Mr.  Milnes,  Sr., 
was  a  stone-carver,  which  occupation  he  followed  in 
his  native  land  until  his  death  in  Manchester  in  1869. 
His  widow  continued  to  live  there  until  1890,  in  which 
year  she  came  to  America  to  reside  with  her  son  on 
Staten  Island.  She  died  at  Mariners  Harbor  in  1896. 

“Milnes”  represents  one  of  the  notable  old  English 
families,  of  which  a  very  fine  manor  is  located  at 
Richmond,  Yorkshire.  Richard  Monckton  Milnes, 
later  titled  Baron  Houghton,  a  kin  of  our  subject, 
was  a  brilliant  author,  poet,  and  a  member  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  until  his  death  in  1850,  and  among  the  men  who 
shed  lustre  on  the  same. 

The  preliminary  education  of  John  Milnes  was 
obtained  in  the  parochial  and  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  following  which  he  took  a  course  in  the 
Mechanics  Institute  of  Manchester,  where  he  learned 
the  rudiments  of  the  building  trade  and  gained  much 
technical  knowledge  which  so  ably  fitted  him  for  his 
successful  career.  He  followed  this  occupation  for  a 
few  years,  saving  what  money  he  could,  as  he  realized 
that  opportunities  existed  in  America  for  a  man  com¬ 
petent  in  his  special  line  of  work.  On  March  23, 
1889,  he  arrived  in  New  York  City,  where  he  pursued 
his  trade  for  two  years.  He  then  moved  to  Staten 
Island,  and  in  1892  started  in  business  for  himself, 
locating  first  in  Mariners  Harbor.  His  first  five  years 
here  he  acquainted  himself  with  local  building  knowl¬ 
edge  and  subsequently  reached  out  into  broader  fields 
of  the  construction  business.  In  1897  he  removed  to 
Port  Richmond,  where  he  has  ever  had  offices  in  the 
Staten  Island  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company 
Building,  at  Richmond  Terrace  and  Richmond  Ave¬ 
nue.  From  1898  to  1910  Mr.  Milnes  worked  exclu¬ 
sively  for  the  United  States  Government  War  Depart¬ 
ment  constructing  barracks  and  quarters  in  the  East¬ 
ern  Defensive  along  the  coast  from  Fort  Hancock, 
New  Jersey,  to  Fort  Adams,  Rhode  Island,  which 
ran  into  an  outlay  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 
Since  1910  Mr.  Milnes  has  devoted  himself  to  the 
local  construction  of  public  buildings,  banking  struc¬ 
tures,  office  buildings,  industrial  plants,  club  houses 
and  churches,  and  many  are  the  monuments  that  stand 
to  his  skill  and  credit  on  Staten  Island.  In  recent 
years  he  also  was  commissioned  by  the  State  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  New  Jersey  to  erect  a  number  of  its  pub¬ 
lic  buildings.  The  John  Milnes  Company  was  incor¬ 
porated  in  1903,  and  Mr.  Milnes  has  directed  the 
interests  of  the  organization  since  that  time,  with 
the  able  assistance  of  his  four  well-trained  sons,  who 
naturally  inherited  from  their  father  the  inclination 
for  such  a  vocation.  Of  late  years  Mr.  Milnes  has 
withdrawn  somewhat  from  active  participation  in  the 
business  and  has  given  up  most  of  his  outside  inter¬ 
ests,  retaining,  however,  some  nearby  business  affilia¬ 
tions.  Always  interested  in  civic  movements,  he  is  a 


director  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade,  of  which 
body  he  was  for  five  years  president,  from  1920  to 
1925.  During  the  last  four  years  of  the  Richmond 
County  Agricultural  Society,  he  was  its  president. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
Mayor’s  Committee  of  Five  Hundred,  of  Greater 
New  York,  having  been  appointed  by  Mayor  Walker 
in  1926.  He  is  an  ardent  yachtsman  and  for  twenty 
years  has  sailed  in  and  about  the  waters  of  New 
York,  Long  Island,  and  New  Jersey.  He  is  owner 
of  the  schooner  yacht  “Helena  II,”  a  member  of  the 
Yvette  Yacht  Club  of  Great  Kills,  and  of  the  Dinghy 
Club  of  Hamilton,  Bermuda.  The  Staten  Island  In¬ 
stitute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  numbers  him  on  its  mem¬ 
bership  list  and  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  St. 
Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Port  Richmond. 

Mr.  Milnes  was  married  in  Manchester,  England, 
October  31,  1886,  to  Helena  Young,  a  native  of 
Liverpool,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Massey)  Young.  Her  father  was  an  engineer  in 
Laird’s  Shipyard,  at  Birkenhead,  Cheshire,  across  the 
river  from  Liverpool.  One  of  his  historic  pieces  of 
work  was  the  installation  of  the  boilers  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  States  warship,  the  “Alabama.”  Both  the 
Young  and  Massey  families  have  been  located  for 
generations  in  and  around  Liverpool. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milnes  are  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows:  1.  Mark,  born  in  Manchester,  Eng¬ 
land,  August  29,  1887;  came  to  this  country  with  his 
parents  in  1889;  married  to  Wilhelmina  Schultz,  of 
Great  Kills;  they  have  two  children,  Mark,  Jr.,  and 
Dorothy.  2.  John,  Jr.,  born  July  4,  1889,  in  Man¬ 
chester,  England;  also  came  to  this  country  with  his 
parents  and  married  Agnes  Quinlan,  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond;  they  have  five  children,  John,  Mary,  Jane, 
Ann,  and  Joseph.  3.  Helena,  born  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  October  4,  1892;  married  to  Charles  M.  Cor- 
telyou,  son  of  Major  Cortelyou,  an  officer  of  the 
Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War.  4.  Lucy,  born  in 
Mariners  Harbor,  October  10,  1894;  married  to  Alan 
G.  Baker,  of  Brook  Haven,  Long  Island;  their  chil¬ 
dren  are:  William  E.,  and  Alan  G.  5.  Albert  V., 
born  in  Port  Richmond,  February  28,  1901;  married 
to  Lauretta  Lawson,  of  West  Brighton,  the  daughter 
of  Police  Lieutenant  Lawson  of  Staten  Island;  they 
have  one  child,  Helene.  6.  Kenneth  W.,  born  in  Port 
Richmond,  June  2,  1903;  living  at  home. 

Mrs.  John  Milnes,  despite  her  busy  home  life,  has 
been  active  in  community  affairs  and  is  well  known 
in  feminine  circles,  such  as  the  Staten  Island  Woman’s 
Club  and  the  Great  Kills  Woman’s  Club.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Staten  Island  Horticultural  Society, 
and  of  Nelson  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  British 
Empire  at  Bermuda  Islands.  She  is  active  in  church 
work  and  her  chief  delight  is  in  her  gardens  at  her 
home  at  Port  Richmond  and  at  Warwick  West, 
Bermuda,  the  Milnes  winter  residence. 


GEORGE  MORD,  M.  D. — Continuously  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  for  thirty-four  years,  Dr. 
George  Mord,  Medical  Examiner  for  the  Borough 
of  Richmond,  has  become  one  of  the  well-known 
figures  in  local  professional  circles.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  the  Island  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  civic  and  social 
development  here  for  many  years.  His  reputation 
as  a  physician  has  been  firmly  established  from  the 
very  earliest  period  of  his  career,  he  has  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  residents  of  this  community. 

Dr.  Mord  was  born  in  Yaroslau,  Austria,  Decem¬ 
ber  25,  1870,  son  of  Alter  and  Anna  (Eilberg)  Mord, 
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mentioned  in  biography  of  Maurice  Mord  (q.  v.).  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York  City 
and  upon  completion  of  his  primary  education,  en¬ 
tered  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1891.  He 
prepared  for  his  medical  career  at  the  Columbia 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  was  awarded 
the  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  from  that  institution 
in  1894.  After  serving  an  interneship  of  two  years 
at  the  Erie  County  Hospital  at  Buffalo,  New  York, 
he  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1896  and  began  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine,  which  he  has  continued  with  success 
since  that  time.  Always  maintaining  a  deep  interest 
in  the  activities  of  his  calling,  he  holds  membership 
in  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  Greater 
New  York  Medical  Society  and  the  Richmond 
County  Medical  Society,  which  latter  body  he  served 
as  president  for  two  years.  He  is  attending  physi¬ 
cian  at  Staten  Island  Hospital;  consulting  physician 
at  Richmond  Memorial  Hospital  and  attending  phy¬ 
sician  and  chief  of  staff  at  the  Richmond  Contagious 
Hospital.  In  1898,  when  this  Island  was  consoli¬ 
dated  as  part  of  Greater  New  York,  Dr.  Mord  was 
appointed  medical  examiner  for  the  Borough  of 
Richmond  and  his  long  and  continuous  occupancy  of 
this  post  speaks  as  a  testimonial  to  his  ability  and 
efficiency. 

Aside  from  professional  duties  Dr.  Mord  is  also 
a  trustee  of  the  Richmond  County  Savings  Bank; 
a  director  of  the  Staten  Island  Social  Service,  and 
of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce;  member 
of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  Jewish  Community 
Center  and  a  trustee  of  the  Staten  Island  Hospital. 
In  fraternal  and  club  circles  he  is  associated  with 
the  Aquehonga  Lodge,  No.  906,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  is  president  of  the  Staten  Island  Masonic 
Club  and  a  member  of  the  local  Rotary  Club.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  Temple  Emanu-el,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  former 
president,  and  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees. 

Dr.  George  Mord  married,  on  March  30,  1897, 
Annette  Moss,  a  native  of  New  York  City.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rebecca  (Lesser) 
Moss.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mord  reside  at  No.  1026  Bay 
Street,  Rosebank. 


MAURICE  MORD — When  Maurice  Mord,  then 
a  little  seven-year-old  boy,  landed  at  the  port  of 
New  York  with  his  parents  about  two-score  years 
ago,  he  was  probably  filled  with  the  hope  of  a  suc¬ 
cessful  future,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  his  young  mind 
could  have  had,  even  in  his  most  sanguine  dreams, 
any  idea  of  the  success  to  which  he  would  eventually 
rise,  both  in  business  and  in  the  citizenship  of  his 
newly  adopted  country.  Today,  Mr.  Mord  is  one 
of  Staten  Island’s  foremost  merchants  and  citizens, 
and  at  least  a  portion  of  the  progress  of  the  com¬ 
munity  is  due  to  his  spirit  in  public  affairs. 

His  parents,  Alter  and  Anna  (Eilberg)  Mord, 
natives  of  Austria,  came  to  America  from  the  town 
of  Yareslaw  in  1875  and  settled  in  humble  quarters 
on  the  lower  east  side  of  New  York.  The  following 
year  they  removed  to  Staten  Island  and  located  at 
Clifton;  thus  the  elder  Mord  and  his  family  were 
among  the  pioneer  residents  of  their  race  in  this 
community.  Alter  Mord  engaged  in  the  dry  goods 
business  here  in  1876,  driving  his  wagon  through  the 
interior  of  the  island,  from  St.  George  to  Kreischer- 
ville.  In  1881  he  opened  a  store  at  No.  43  New 
\ork  Avenue  and  conducted  this  establishment  for 


eight  years  when  he  removed  to  new  quarters  on 
Bay  Street,  near  Vanderbilt  Avenue,  Clifton.  Shortly 
afterward  this  enterprise  was  considerably  enlarged 
and  improved,  thus  making  it  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  section  and  drawing  customers  from  all  parts  of 
the  island.  The  elder  Mord  and  his  helpers  made 
daily  deliveries  of  dry  goods,  notions  and  clothing 
to  their  customers.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Hebrew 
faith  and  attended  the  Synagogue  in  New  York 
regularly  until  the  erection  of  the  Temple  B’nai 
Jeshurun  in  1889,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  twelve 
builders  and  served  as  president  for  eight  years.  His 
children  were  as  follows:  Maurice,  our  subject,  of 
whom  further;  Dr.  George  Mord  (q.  v.),  Louis,  de¬ 
ceased;  Reuben,  deceased;  Jacob,  deceased;  and 
Gertrude,  residing  in  Port  Richmond. 

Maurice  Mord  was  born  in  Yareslaw,  Austria,  on 
August  18,  1870.  In  his  youth  he  realized  that  an 
American  education  was  his  first  needful  requisite 
and  therefore  entered  the  Henry  Street  Public  School, 
in  Manhattan,  where  he  rapidly  advanced  in  his 
classes.  Even  though  the  family  address  had  been 
changed  to  Staten  Island  young  Maurice  Mord  deter¬ 
mined  to  continue  his  studies  at  the  Henry  Street 
school,  so  every  day  he  would  make  the  long  trip 
from  Clifton  to  New  York  and  back  again,  studying 
his  lessons  on  the  boat  and  acquiring  the  knowledge 
that  was  to  be  of  value  to  him  in  later  years.  When 
about  thirteen  years  of  age  he  took  a  position  as 
clerk  in  his  father’s  dry  goods  store.  Several  years 
of  hard  and  diligent  work  followed  with  the  young 
clerk  learning  the  details  of  the  business.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  with  the  capital  he  had  accumulated 
and  some  little  financial  help  from  his  father,  he 
purchased  in  1896  the  well-known  and  old-established 
dry  goods  business  of  Joseph  Esterbrook  at  No. 
466  Richmond  Terrace,  near  Westervelt  Avenue,  New 
Brighton.  This  was  the  foundation  of  a  successful 
business  career,  each  year  showing  a  marked  expan¬ 
sion  in  trade.  In  1907  he  erected  the  fine  three-story 
building  at  No.  462  Richmond  Terrace,  near  Jersey 
Street,  which  now  houses  the  business  known  as 
Mord’s  Department  Store,  and  in  which  every  line 
of  merchandise  is  handled,  including  dry  goods,  fur¬ 
nishings  and  clothing.  In  addition  to  the  store  Mr. 
Mord  has  a  number  of  other  important  business  inter¬ 
ests,  including  the  ownership  of  valuable  real  estate. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Mord  was  on  the 
executive  committee  of  the  home  Service  Section  of 
the  American  Red  Cross  Society,  and  was  treasurer 
of  his  local  organization  at  the  same  time  that  the 
Hon.  Morgan  M.  L.  Ryan  was  chairman.  Mr.  Mord 
still  retains  an  active  interest  in  the  Red  Cross 
Society  and  takes  a  part  in  all  their  drives  and  cam¬ 
paigns.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  841,  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  1913  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  Aquehonga  Lodge,  No.  906, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  treasurer  since  it  received  its  charter;  as  well  as 
being  one  of  the  organizers  and  present  treasurer 
of  the  Hebrew  Benevolent  Society.  With  his  brother, 
Dr.  George  Mord,  medical  examiner  of  Richmond 
Borough,  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Temple 
Emanuel  at  Port  Richmond,  having  held  the  office 
of  secretary  of  Temple  B’nai  Jeshurun  at  Tomp- 
kinsville,  before  the  construction  of  the  new  Port 
Richmond  temple. 

Mr.  Mord  was  married  at  Clifton,  August  18,  1895, 
to  Gertrude  Susseles,  daughter  of  Moses  E.  and 
Henrietta  (Kutcher)  Susseles  of  Stapleton,  another 
of  the  earliest  of  Jewish  faith  on  Staten  Island.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mord  have  two  children:  1.  Cecelia  N., 
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married  Irving  I.  Behrman,  a  prominent  business 
man  of  New  York  and  they  have  two  children,  Helene 
M.  and  Eleanor  M.  2.  Blanche,  married  Benjamin 
Laub,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  one  of  the  success¬ 
ful  business  men  of  that  city. 


ROBERT  WATERMAN  GARDNER— Many 

public  buildings,  as  well  as  various  commercial  and 
industrial  structures,  and  the  countless  numbers  of 
splendid  residences  on  Staten  Island  are  the  product 
of  local  architectural  talent  and  designing.  It  is 
fortunate  that  we  have  in  our  midst  men  ably  quali¬ 
fied  in  the  field  of  endeavor  to  meet  the  increasing 
demand  for  such  service.  Pride  of  skill  and  resultant 
effort  naturally  plays  a  part  in  progress,  and  so 
essential  is  the  profession  of  architecture  in  the  for¬ 
ward  movement  of  a  community  that  much  of  its 
general  character  and  outward  appearance  is  depen¬ 
dent  thereon.  The  following  review  relates  to  one 
of  our  prominent  architects,  who  is  also  author  of  a 
scientific  work  on  that  subject,  entitled  “The  Par¬ 
thenon:  Its  Science  of  Forms.” 

Robert  W.  Gardner’s  birth  occurred  November  17, 
1866,  in  Jackson,  Mississippi,  a  son  of  Captain  Heze- 
kiah  Ripley  and  Eliza  (Wheeler)  Gardner;  and  dur¬ 
ing  that  post-war  period  in  the  South,  Captain  Gard¬ 
ner  was  engaged  in  reconstruction  work  in  this  capital 
city.  The  elder  Gardner  was  born  in  Belvidere,  Illi¬ 
nois,  whence  his  father,  Austin  Gardner  had  re¬ 
moved  from  Salem,  Massachusetts,  about  1840.  He 
departed  from  its  midst  to  volunteer  on  the  side  of 
the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War.  His  regi¬ 
ment,  “The  100  Volunteer  Infantry  of  Illinois,”  in 
which  he  was  commissioned  captain,  was  active  on 
the  western  battlefront  along  the  Mississippi ;  and 
in  the  Battle  of  Missionary  Ridge  (Tennessee),  he 
was  wounded.  After  his  recovery  he  was  promoted 
in  rank,  becoming  major  and  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
volunteer  service,  and  at  the  end  of  the  war  he 
entered  the  regular  United  States  Army  as  captain 
of  the  44th  Infantry.  For  several  years  he  served  as 
such  until  mustered  out  in  1871.  It  was  while  filling 
the  latter  post  that  he  was  ordered  southward  to  aid 
in  the  reconstruction  of  the  war-torn  South.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  he  was  ordered  to  return  North  and  was 
stationed  first  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
then  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  After  leaving  the 
service,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Hammonds¬ 
port,  New  York,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  six  children: 
1.-2.  Laura  and  Mary,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
3.  Belle,  see  further  reference.  4.  Nancy,  married  the 
late  Charles  Wellenkamp;  she  died,  after  which  her 
husband  married  her  sister,  Belle,  previously  men¬ 
tioned,  who  now  lives  at  Hammondsport,  New  York. 
5.  Gustave  De  Forest,  who  passed  away  in  1924,  at 
Westerleigh.  6.  Robert  Waterman,  whose  career  is 
more  fully  described  in  the  following  paragraph,  was 
the  second  eldest  of  the  family. 

Robert  W.  Gardner  is  descended  on  the  paternal 
side,  from  Thomas  Gardner,  born  in  1592,  who  came 
from  England  in  1625.  He  was  one  of  the  first  men 
to  step  foot  in  this  country  at  Stage  Point  on  the 
west  side  of  what  is  now  known  as  Gloucester  Har¬ 
bor,  Massachusetts.  Hardy  as  were  the  little  group 
of  pioneers,  known  as  Cape  Ann  Planters,  they  were 
then  unable  to  settle  permanently  in  that  region,  which 
was  then  a  rough,  uninhabitable  tangle  of  wilderness 
and  swampy  land.  In  1626,  after  receving  permission 
from  the  Dorchester  Company  who  sent  them  to 
America,  they  removed  nearby  to  Salem,  where  they 
became  members  of  that  famous  colony.  For  many 
years  Thomas  Gardner  was  the  Overseer  of  the 


Plantation  of  Cape  Ann  and  here  he  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Friar. 

Through  the  years  that  have  followed,  one  finds  this 
family  active  in  all  movements  closely  related  to  the 
well  being  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  successive  generations  of  Thomas  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Friar)  Gardner  are  as  follows: 

(II)  Lieutenant  George  Gardner  who  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Allen. 

(III)  Samuel  Gardner,  a  landowner  of  Salem, 
whose  wife  was  Elizabeth  Bourne.  . 

(IV)  Captain  John  Gardner,  who  was  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Salem  Colony  in  1716,  and  commander 
of  a  Salem  company  in  the  battle  with  the  French  and 
Indians  at  Haverill  in  1708;  married  Elizabeth  Weld, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Daniel  Weld,  the  latter  a  graduate 
of  Harvard  College  in  1660,  and  surgeon  of  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  forces  in  King  Philip’s  War. 

(V)  Daniel  Gardner  and  his  wife,  Ann  Putnam. 

(VI)  Daniel  Gardner,  Jr.,  who  was  married  to 
Emma  Rea. 

(VII)  John  Gardner  and  Dolly  Willard  of  Stirling, 
Massachusetts. 

(VIII)  Austin  Gardner,  who  removed  from  Salem 
to  New  York  where  he  married  Mary  Ripley,  of  Flat- 
bush,  Long  Island,  and  went  to  Belvidere,  Illinois. 

(IX)  Captain  Hezekiah  Ripley  and  Eliza  (Wheeler) 
Gardner,  parents  of  Robert  W.  Gardner. 

On  his  maternal  side  Mr.  Gardner  is  also  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  having  its  origin  in  England.  The  early  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Wheeler  family  in  America  began  with 
Jonas  Wheeler,  who  married  Persis  Brooks,  in  1743, 
and  who  was  known  at  Concord,  Massachusetts,  prior 
to  1732.  In  later  years,  Silas  Wheeler,  our  subject’s 
great-great-grandfather,  fought  in  the  American  Rev¬ 
olutionary  War,  and  for  his  gallant  services  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  grant  of  land  in  the  newly-designated  State 
of  New  York;  thus  the  town  of  Wheeler,  in  Central 
New  York  was  named  after  him,  he  also  being  one 
of  its  founders.  Silas  Wheeler  was  born  in  1752,  but 
his  wife’s  name  is  unknown.  His  son  was  Grattan  H. 
Wheeler,  who  married  Ann  Baker.  Their  son,  Grat¬ 
tan  H.  Wheeler,  Jr.,  was  bom  in  1813,  and  married 
Nancy  Sayre,  of  Orange  County,  New  York.  Eliza 
Wheeler,  the  latter’s  daughter,  married  June  4,  1862, 
Captain  Hezekiah  Ripley  Gardner,  the  father  of  our 
Mr.  Gardner. 

Robert  W.  Gardner’s  early  education  was  attained 
in  the  elementary  schools  at  Hammondsport,  New 
York,  and  later  he  was  a  student  at  Central  High 
School,  now  Hutchison  High  School,  at  Buffalo,  New 
York,  where  he  had  gone  for  his  preparatory  studies. 
After  graduating  from  the  last-named  institution,  he 
came  to  New  York  in  1886,  and  entered  the  office  of 
an  architect,  being  engaged  as  a  student-apprentice. 
This  work  proved  especially  to  his  liking,  and  shortly 
afterward  he  served  as  a  draftsman  with  the  firms 
of  Clarence  Luce,  and  of  Vaux  and  Radford  in  that 
city.  Subsequently  he  set  up  an  independent  office 
of  his  own  and  since  then  he  has  been  closely  identified 
with  the  profession  and  its  progress.  Mr.  Gardner 
lived  on  Staten  Island  from  1899  to  1926,  and  re¬ 
cently  moved  to  Tarrytown  in  Westchester  County, 
but  conducts  his  offices  and  practice  on  Staten  Island. 
Among  his  works  here  might  be  mentioned  the  plan¬ 
ning  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences  building  at  St.  George,  and  the  Richmond 
Memorial  Hospital  at  Princes  Bay,  for  which  he  was 
the  associate  architect. 

He  is  widely  known  in  the  field  of  architecture 
and  through  his  contribution  to  that  science — his  book, 
“The  Parthenon :  Its  Science  of  Forms,”  which  is  an 
analysis  of  the  work  of  the  Greek  architects  gleaned 
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from  measurements  by  Penrose  and  other  capable 
archeologists.  Quoting  Charles  W.  Leng,  co-author 
of  this  “History  of  Staten  Island  and  Its  People,” 
who  is  also  well  versed  in  arts  and  sciences : 

One  of  Mr.  Gardner’s  professional  contributions 
to  the  world’s  knowledge,  and  perhaps  his  great¬ 
est,  was  made  in  1925,  when  the  New  York  Univer¬ 
sity  published  his  work,  “The  Parthenon;  Its  Sci¬ 
ence  of  Forms.” 

The  question  as  to  whether  or  not  any  definite 
law  of  proportion  is  manifest  in  the  works  of  the 
Greeks,  has  been  intermittently  discussed  since  1787. 
Mr.  Gardner  has,  it  appears,  re-discovered  the  laws 
which  controlled  the  work  of  the  Grecian  archi¬ 
tects,  has  stated  them  and  has  demonstrated  in  the 
publication  of  his  book  how  they  have  been  ob¬ 
served  in  every  detail  of  the  Parthenon  and  other 
buildings  on  the  Acropolis  of  Athens. 

Briefly  stated,  he  discovered  that  three  related 
series  of  squares  formed  the  basis  of  the  propor¬ 
tionate  measurements  of  these  buildings.  One  of 
these  series  was  simply  formed  by  doubling  the 
area  of  each  term  to  form  its  successor,  thus-  1,  2, 
4,  8,  16,  32,  etc.  Another  resulted  from  multiplication 
by  five  of  a  unit  area,  thus:  5,  25,  125,  625,  3,125, 
etc.  The  sides  of  these  progressing  squares  corre¬ 
sponded  to  the  essential  elements  of  the  buildings. 
Such  simple  proportions  might  readily  come  from 
the  observation  of  natural  objects  which  are  often 
in  pairs,  like  leaves,  or  in  fives,  like  the  petals  of 
flowers  or  the  digits  of  the  hands  and  feet.  The 
third  series  formed  by  adding  two  terms  to  form 
the  next,  as:  1,  2,  3,  5,  8,  13,  21,  34,  etc.,  is  not  so 
obvious,  but  is  in  reality  also  derived  from  natural 
objects. 

The  botanist,  Asa  Gray,  has  shown  that  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  leaves  on  the  stem  of  a  plant,  of 
the  scales  on  a  pine  cone,  etc.,  always  follow  this 
law.  Its  ratio  is  also  found  in  the  diagonal  of  a 
rectangle. 

By  minute  studies  of  the  measurement  of  the 
wall,  the  temples,  the  parts  of  the  Parthenon,  and 
other  buildings  on  the  Acropolis,  even  to  the  dis¬ 
tance  between  them,  with  copious  illustration,  Mr. 
Gardner  has  shown  that  every  proportion  is  con- 
troled  by  one  of  these  series,  each  based  upon 
natural  objects. 

He  has  been  careful  to  point  out  that  he  does 
not  attempt  to  formulate  a  method  of  design.  The 
composer  of  music  obeys  a  scale  of  mathematically 
related  sounds  which  are  recognized  as  musical. 
The  Grecian  architect  similarly  obeyed  a  scale  of 
mathematically  related  measurements  which  are 
recognized  as  beautiful.  These  constitute  their  sci¬ 
ence.  But  in  both  cases  art  and  science  go  hand  in 
hand  to  produce  the  final  result.  The  contribution 
Mr.  Gardner  has  made  to  the  sciences  of  forms  is 
simply  the  rediscovering  of  the  laws  which  gov¬ 
erned  the  Grecian  architects  twenty-four  hundred 
years  ago  in  planning  the  proportions  of  the  most 
beautiful  buildings  the  world  has  ever  known,  ac¬ 
cording  to  record. 

Copies  are  to  be  found  at  Congressional  Library, 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  the  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  public  libraries,  State  Library  in  Boston, 
Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  England,  and  elsewhere. 
The  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  is 
also  the  proud  possessor  of  this  valuable  and  hand¬ 
somely  printed  work. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  married  on  October  13,  1893,  at 
Elmira,  New  York,  to  the  late  Eleanor  (O’Neil) 
Deen,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Fox)  O’Neil 
of  that  city.  A  daughter  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gardner:  Persis  Brooks  Gardner,  who  died  in  1910. 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Gardner  occurred  in  1925,  sur¬ 
vived  by  a  daughter  of  a  former  marriage,  Harriet 
(Deen)  Welles.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Roger  Welles,  retired,  of  the  United  States 
Navy. 

A  year  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Gard¬ 
ner  married  Elizabeth  (Randolph)  Royce,  of  New 
York,  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Archer  and  Louisa 
(Head)  Randolph.  Nathaniel  Archer  Randolph  was 
professor  of  diatetics  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
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vania  and  his  wife  was  of  the  old  Head  family  of 
Germantown,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Gardner  has  a  step¬ 
daughter  by  his  present  marriage,  named  Catherine 
E.  Royce. 

Mr.  Gardner  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
civic  and  other  movements  affecting  the  welfare  of 
Staten  Island.  During  the  World  War  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  local  Draft  Board,  No.  188,  and 
generally  assisted  during  that  period.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects ;  the  Staten 
Island  Association  of  Architects;  the  Old  Planters’ 
Society  of  Salem,  Massachusetts;  and  of  the  Veteran 
Corps  Artillery,  State  of  New  York.  In  the  latter 
organization  the  rank  of  lieutenant  is  held  by  him. 
He  is  also  a  major  in  the  ordnance  department,  United 
States  Army  Reserves,  a  faculty  lecturer  of  New 
York  University,  and  an  honorary  curator  of  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  Mrs. 
Gardner  is  also  interested  in  fine  arts,  being  a  sculptor 
of  worthy  mention.  A  splendid  example  of  her  work 
is  that  of  a  lifelike  bust  of  Mr.  Gardner,  which  has 
been  on  exhibition  in  the  museum  here. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner  are  regular  attendants  of  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Episcopal  Church,  New  York. 


T.  FRANKLIN  FOGGIN— -The  name  of  Foggin 
is  widely  known  throughout  Richmond  County  for 
reason  of  the  continued  residence  here  of  the  family 
for  a  period  of  more  than  three  score  years,  and 
further  through  the  diversified  activities  of  the  one 
mentioned  in  the  title  of  this  review.  The  early 
history  of  the  Foggins  is  contained  of  many  interest¬ 
ing  episodes  and  full  of  romance;  dealing  with  voy¬ 
ages  on  the  high  seas,  early  times  in  New  York, 
and  the  building  of  Chicago,  our  Middle  West  me¬ 
tropolis;  and  eventually  their  establishment  on  Staten 
Island.  From  old  England  near  the  continent,  to  New 
England  in  the  New  World,  came  the  first  Foggin 
in  a  sailing  vessel.  He  settled  in  Boston,  but  it  is 
not  definitely  known  what  his  first  name  was  nor  of 
his  marriage  before  his  arrival  here.  Of  his  three 
sons  and  four  daughters,  Thomas,  John  and  Mary 
removed  to  New  York  about  1845.  John  Foggin  was 
the  wanderlust  member  of  the  trio.  Spending  much 
of  his  time  at  sea,  he  became  one  of  the  early  steam¬ 
boat  engineers  of  that  time.  On  one  of  his  trips 
around  the  Horn,  the  vessel  on  which  he  shipped 
arrived  in  San  Francisco,  California,  during  the  fa¬ 
mous  “Gold  Rush  of  49.”  The  prospect  of  finding 
a  fortune  in  that  beautiful  country  of  the  glorious 
sunsets  was  too  much  of  a  lure  for  the  crew,  where¬ 
upon  they  deserted  the  ship  to  rush  for  the  gold 
fields.  The  captain,  however,  in  order  to  assure  him¬ 
self  of  a  return  voyage  to  the  port  of  registry,  seized 
the  engineer  and  fireman  and  locked  them  in  the 
brig.  He  then  managed  to  depart  with  his  ship,  and 
as  a  result  of  the  orderly  submission  of  the  chief 
mechanic,  five  hundred  dollars  in  gold  per  month  was 
paid  to  the  latter  on  completion  of  the  trip.  This 
experience  loaned  enchantment  to  John  Foggin,  for 
at  heart  he  was  of  a  venturous  spirit.  Giving  all 
his  earnings  to  his  mother  upon  his  arrival  home, 
he  set  sail  again,  starting  for  Liverpool,  and  during 
the  voyage  died  of  fever  and  was  buried  at  sea. 

Mary  Foggin  and  her  brother,  Thomas,  were 
inseparable,  and  lived,  for  a  time,  in  New  York. 
Here  she  met  Dewitt  Cregier,  who  later  became 
noted  as  a  civil  engineer  and  public  health  authority. 
They  married  and  went  to  Chicago,  taking  with  them 
Thomas  Foggin.  In  that  city  Dewitt  Cregier  became 
city  engineer,  and  built  the  local  water  works  and 
effected  other  municipal  improvements.  The  _  great 
Chicago  fire  took  place  during  their  early  residence 
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and  the  task  fell  upon  Mr.  Cregier  to  assist  in  bring¬ 
ing  the  city  out  of  its  chaos.  In  later  years  he 
became  mayor  of  Chicago,  defeating  the  illustrious 
Carter  Harrison.  He  was  a  man  of  substantial  means, 
had  a  large  family;  and  when  passing  away,  his 
widow  continued  in  the  management  of  his  estate. 
She  was  a  woman  of  astute  business  ability  and  her 
exploits  in  the  field  of  real  estate  earned  her  the 
title  “Hetty  Green  of  Chicago.”  She  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 

Thomas  Foggin  did  not  remain  long  in  the  Western 
city,  the  opportunity  of  a  livelihood  in  his  profession 
being  more  advantageous  in  the  East.  He  belonged 
to  that  old  school  of  natural  artists  who  had  learned 
the  art  of  mixing  colors  by  simple  methods  and  to 
sketch  extemporaneously.  It  is  said  that  he  knew 
the  secret  of  blending  colored  paint  powders  with  old 
fashioned  ale,  thus  obtaining  results  that  were  sur¬ 
prising  in  effect.  Ship  decorations  and  wood  graining 
engaged  most  of  his  time,  and  upon  returning  from 
Chicago  shortly  afterwards  he  became  employed  in 
this  capacity.  The  builders  of  vessels  furnished  him 
with  commissions  to  paint  figures,  strip  hulls  of  ves¬ 
sels,  yachts,  and  beautiful  sunbursts  on  the  paddle 
wheels  of  excursion  boats  and  ferries.  During  the 
Civil  War  he  was  called  upon  by  the  Government 
of  the  North  to  decorate  its  naval  craft.  In  addition 
he  received  contracts  from  leading  firms  and  well 
knowm  persons  to  do  the  finishing  and  graining  of 
wood  in  buildings  and  homes.  There  is,  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  his  son,  T.  Franklin  Foggin,  a  family 
Bible  remarkably  illustrated  with  letters  and  figures, 
also  characters,  that  is  invaluable. 

On  May  7,  1846,  Mr.  Foggin  married  Mary  Jane 
Vosburg,  of  an  old  Holland-Dutch  family  of  New 
York.  She  was  the  sister  of  Colonel  Alexander  Vos¬ 
burg,  of  the  71st  New  York  Infantry  Regiment, 
who  died  in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  while 
enroute  to  the  battlefront  during  the  Civil  War. 
After  their  wedding  the  Foggins  lived  for  a  time  in 
the  old  drydock  district  on  the  east  side  of  New 
York,  in  Avenue  D,  where  seven  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  Frederick  A.,  Sarah  L.,  Clara  B.,  Emma  C., 
Edward  C.,  T.  Franklin,  of  whom  further;  and  Lil¬ 
lian  M.,  were  born.  Times  in  New  York  then  were 
most  interesting  and  nearly  every  citizen  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  played  an  important  part  in  the  scattered  com¬ 
munities  of  Manhattan.  Thomas  Foggin  had  long 
been  known  in  that  neighborhood  as  an  upright  man, 
of  strong  characteristics  and  rugged  physique.  In 
his  earlier  days  there  he  went  through  the  horrors 
of  the  cholera  plague  as  a  stretcher  bearer.  He 
served  in  the  Big  6  Company,  of  the  volunteer  fire 
department,  under  Chiefs  Harry  Howard  and  John 
Decker,  and  during  that  time  the  fire  department 
had  charge  of  burying  thousands  of  cholera  victims, 
and  only  his  courage  and  strong  constitution  saved 
him.  About  1867  he  sought  a  more  wholesome  environ¬ 
ment  for  his  family  on  Staten  Island.  The  village 
of  Port  Richmond  offered  opportunities  for  both  work 
and  residence.  Here  another  son,  George  W.,  was 
born,  and  here  Mr.  Foggin  continued  to  reside  perma¬ 
nently.  Thomas  Foggin  was  also  successful  in  his 
work  here,  and  served  as  a  member  of  Volunteer 
Engine  Company  No.  3.  With  his  family  he  attended 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  His  wife  died  in  1870, 
and  he  passed  away  in  1915.  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years,  less  two  days. 

T.  Franklin  (Frank)  Foggin,  third  son,  prominent 
in  important  affairs  of  the  old  village  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  became  successively  identified  in  the  postal  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  government,  and  in  mercantile  and  banking 
activities,  and  is  remembered  more  generally  in  every 


section  of  the  island  as  “Postmaster”  Foggin.  His 
birth  took  place  in  New  York  on  September  16,  i860, 
and  after  attending  public  school  in  Port  Richmond, 
he  early  struck  out  for  himself  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world.  He  was  variously  employed  for  the 
first  few  years  and  attended  night  school.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  village  post 
office.  For  a  total  of  thirty-six  years  he  served  the 
United  States  Government  in  that  department  as 
clerk,  assistant  postmaster  and  postmaster.  From 
1889-94,  1898-1902,  1902-06,  and  1922-26,  he  served 
in  the  latter  position  under  Presidents  Harrison,  Mc¬ 
Kinley,  Roosevelt,  Harding  and  Coolidge,  which  is 
a  record  seldom  surpassed  and  a  mark  of  credit  as 
to  his  efficiency  in  that  office.  In  young  manhood 
he  began  to  display  marked  ability  in  public  life. 
During  1884-85-86  he  was  clerk  for  the  town  of 
Northfield;  trustee  of  the  village  of  Port  Richmond 
in  1896,  and  elected  president  of  the  village,  serving 
that  office  in  1897-98.  He  was  the  last,  and  is  now  the 
only  living  man  who  held  that  position  before  the 
formation  of  the  Greater  City  of  New  York.  For 
ten  years  previously  he  was  treasurer  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  Free  School  No.  20,  and  was  appointed  first 
secretary  of  the  newly  organized  board  of  health  of 
the  village  in  1888.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  he 
carried  on  a  shoe  business  in  Port  Richmond,  suc¬ 
ceeding  Charles  E.  Griffith  in  1893,  and  disposing 
of  such  interests  to  Delazon  W.  Clark  in  1911.  On 
account  of  impaired  health,  he  temporarily  retired; 
but  subsequently,  with  his  son  Franklin  V.,  purchased 
the  Prall  realty  agency  from  Hon.  Anning  S.  Prall, 
and  merged  the  business  with  the  newly  organized 
firm  of  Foggin  and  Son,  real  estate  and  insurance 
brokers,  They  established  their  offices  in  No.  25 
Richmond  Avenue.  In  1918  he  withdrew  frorn  the 
latter  to  devote  himself  to  his  banking  affiliations. 
In  1902  he  was  among  the  organizers  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  National  Bank,  and  served  as  a  director  for  ten 
years.  When  the  State  Bank  of  Richmond  County 
was  founded  in  1920  he  became  a  director  and  was 
elected  vice-president.  Since  that  time  he  has  uninter¬ 
ruptedly  served  this  institution  as  its  junior  execu¬ 
tive.  In  1925  its  new  bank  was  erected  at  the  corner 
of  Richmond  Avenue  and  New  Street,  Port  Rich¬ 
mond.  It  was  organized  with  a  capital  of  $160,000, 
and  its  deposits  have  increased  from  $332,390  the 
first  year  to  $2,908,945  at  the  present  writing,  and 
on  its  board  are  a  number  of  Staten  Island’s  fore¬ 
most  citizens.  His  integrity  and  business  acumen 
have  attracted  a  large  clientele  to  the  bank,  seeking 
of  him  advice  and  counsel  in  the  matter  of  finance 
and  business. 

Mr.  Foggin  is  a  member  of  various  organizations 
of  a  civic  and  fraternal  nature,  among  them  being 
Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master  and  trustee;  the  Staten 
Island  Rotary  Club  and  the  Port  Richmond  Board 
of  Trade.  At  the  formation  of  that  trade  body  he, 
with  Judge  Thomas  C.  Brown,  its  first  president,  and 
our  present  Congressman  Anning  S.  Prall,  its  first 
secretary,  was  instrumental  in  furthering  the  civic 
advance  of  the  district  along  that  part  of  the  North 
Shore.  Mr.  Foggin  and  the  other  two  original  officers 
are  now  honorary  members  of  that  body.  At  all 
times  he  has  aided  in  movements  affecting  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community,  and  during  the  World  War 
he  served  on  committees  for  Liberty  Bond  issues  and 
was  otherwise  prominent. 

On  April  23,  1885,  Mr.  Foggin  married  (first) 
Nellie  Harris,  a  native  of  New  York,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Susan  Harris,  old  residents  of  Harlem 
in  Upper  New  York,  who  had  settled  there  after 
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their  arrival  from  England.  By  this  union  there 
were  two  children:  Walter  H.,  who  died  young,  and 
Franklin  V.,  whose  biography  accompanies  this.  Mrs. 
Foggin  died  June  io,  1916,  and  Mr.  Foggin  married 
(second),  on  August  16,  1919,  Georgia  Helen  Palmer, 
daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  Palmer,  also  of 
New  York. 


FRANKLIN  VOSBURG  FOGGIN— In  the 

fourth  generation  of  the  Foggin  family,  we  find 
an  energetic  young  business  man,  in  the  personage 
of  Franklin  V.  Foggin,  who  has  been  putting  to 
use  His  native  ability  and  experience  in  engineering 
and  construction  projects,  in  realty  and  insurance 
issues,  and  in  the  developing  at  West  New  Brighton, 
extensive  Randall  Manor,  thereby  augmenting  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Staten  Island. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Port  Richmond,  on  Septem¬ 
ber  1 6,  1891,  where  he  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools.  Subsequently  he 
attended  Staten  Island  Academy  and  Mount  Pleasant 
Military  Academy  in  New  New  York,  where  his 
preparatory  studies  were  pursued.  At  the  last  named 
institution  he  also  passed  examinations  in  military 
tactics  which  made  him  eligible  for  a  second  lieu¬ 
tenancy  in  the  regular  United  States  Army.  Pre¬ 
ferring  civil  engineering  and  business  as  a  career,  he 
took  courses  in  engineering  at  the  Polytechnic  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Brooklyn.  Proficient  in  athletics,  he  played 
football  on  the  varsity  teams,  both  at  Staten  Island 
and  Mount  Pleasant  academies. 

'  After  completing  his  education,  he  abided  by  his 
father’s  wishes  to  acquire  a  commercial  training,  by 
entering  the  mercantile  department  of  the  United 
States  Rubber  Company  in  Duane  Street,  New. York, 
where  he  remained  one  year  and  obtained  an  insight 
of  business  administration.  The  engineering  firm  of 
Pettigrew  and  Mullin  of  Staten  Island  next  employed 
him,  following  which  he  became  assistant  engineer 
at  Sailors’  Snug  Harbor.  While  with  the  latter  he 
became  favorably  known  to  the  officials  of  this  im¬ 
mense  corporation,  and  no  doubt  gained  much  experi¬ 
ence  and  knowledge  of  their  real  estate  management. 
About  1913,  with  his  father,  T.  Franklin  Foggin 
(see  preceding  biography),  he  took  over  the  Prall 
Agency  in  Port  Richmond,  thus  commencing  his  first 
operations  in  the  field  of  real  estate  and  insurance 
under  the  name  of  Foggin  and  Son.  When  his  father 
withdrew  from  the  firm  in  1918,  to  give  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  banking  connections,  the  name  was  again 
changed  to  Foggin  and  Sterner.  Frank  B.  Sterner 
(see  accompanying  biography),  the  new  partner,  was 
already  the  head  of  a  prosperous  business  under  the 
title  of  the  Sterner  Construction  Company.  Thus 
the  two  men,  having  such  wide  knowledge  of  real 
estate,  insurance,  contracting  and  building,  extended 
their  activities  and  developed  a  large  clientele  in 
these  fields  of  endeavor.  Mr.  Foggin  was  the  nominal 
head  of  Foggin  and  Sterner;  and  later,  upon  the 
absorption  of  this  firm  and  the  Sterner  Construction 
Company  by  the  Frank  B.  Sterner  and  Company, 
Inc.  (organized  in  1921),  he  was  made  treasurer  and 
general  manager  of  the  new  firm.  They  continued 
successfully  in  all  their  branches  of  business,  and 
particularly  so  in  construction  work;  having  built 
many  fine  residences,  commercial  structures  and  pub¬ 
lic  buildings.  Of  all  the  work  that  they  have  done, 
no  one  building  has  brought  them  more  honor  and 
praise  than  the  Port  Richmond  Masonic  Temple,  an 
imposing  and  classic  structure  of  Grecian  architec¬ 
ture,  completed  at  the  cost  of  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars.  Early  in  1928,  Mr.  Foggin  withdrew  from 
the  Sterner  Company  to  devote  all  his  time  to  the 


Foggin-Burger  Land  Company,  Inc.,  incorporated 
in  1923,  and  consisting  of  Frank  G.  Burger,  president; 
Frank  B.  Sterner,  secretary;  and  Franklin  V.  Fog¬ 
gin,  treasurer.  This  firm  started  in  business  by 
acquiring  about  eleven  acres  of  choice  land  at  New 
Brighton,  from  the  Sailor  Snug  Harbor  Institution. 
They  have  been  increasing  their  holdings  ever  since, 
and  now  control  a  large  area — in  all  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  acres,  extending  from  Henderson  Avenue  to 
Forest  Avenue  divided  midway  by  Castleton  Ave¬ 
nue,  and  known  as  Randall  Manor,  which  is  one  of 
the  largest  developments  in  this  community.  Over 
$2,000,000  worth  of  property  has  been  handled  by 
them,  and  nearly  two  hundred  excellent  houses  built 
in  a  little  over  two  years.  The  enterprise  is  under 
the  personal  supervision  of  Mr.  Foggin,  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  Messrs.  Burger  and  Sterner.  Many  streets 
have  been  laid  out  and  other  improvements  made 
which  make  this  property  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
of  its  kind  on  Staten  Island.  It  is  restricted,  and 
according  to  plans,  will  be  an  ideal  homesite,  acces¬ 
sible  to  every  convenience  necessary  to  the  happiness 
and  comfort  of  its  inhabitants. 

When  the  World  War  involved  America,  Mr.  Fog¬ 
gin  volunteered  for  overseas  service,  but  was  rejected 
on  account  of  physical  disability.  Nevertheless  he, 
as  a  citizen,  took  part  in  various  campaigns  and 
helped  generously  in  the  war.  For  a  time  he  was 
interested  in  ship  building  in  connection  with  the 
naval  program.  He  was  also  captain  of  Company 
A  of  the  Home  Defense,  having  a  company  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men.  In  this  work  his  military 
training  was  of  aid  in  drilling  men  who  later  were 
taken  into  regular  army  service. 

An  ardent  Mason,  he  took  the  first  degree  in  that 
order  on  his  twenty-first  birthday,  now  being  affil¬ 
iated  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Tyrian  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  219,  Empire  Commandery,  No.  66;  is  a 
member  of  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Grand  Tall  Cedar  of 
Richmond  Forest,  No.  66,  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon; 
and  the  Staten  Island  Masonic  Club.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade,  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Real  Estate 
Board  of  Richmond  County,  and  the  Real  Estate 
Association  of  New  York.  Besides  these,  he  belongs 
to  the  Staten  Island  Kiwanis  Club  and  the  Fox  Hills 
Golf  Club.  His  favorite  pastimes  are  golf  and 
motoring. 

On  April  14,  1914,  Mr.  Foggin  married  Gladys 
E.  Gregg,  of  Port  Richmond,  daughter  of  Clarence 
R.  and  Elizabeth  N.  (Birg)  Gregg.  Her  father  is 
president  of  Gregg  Brothers,  Incorporated,  of  Port 
Richmond,  large  dealers  of  hardware.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Foggin  two  children  have  been  born:  Lois 
Ruth,  born  on  September  15,  1924,  and  Nancy  Gregg, 
born  December  22,  1928. 

The  history  hereby  concluded  of  the  Foggin  fam¬ 
ily  is  numbered  among  the  interesting  stories  told 
in  the  pages  of  this  work  and  is  of  much  satisfaction 
to  its  authors. 


FRANK  BROWN  STERNER— Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson  promised  that  if  one  could  do  nothing  more 
than  build  a  mouse  trap  and  do  it  better  than  any¬ 
one  else  in  his  generation,  the  world  would  wear 
a  path  to  his  door.  Here  is  no  prerequisite  of  birth 
or  breeding,  not  even  of  education,  but  of  a  respon¬ 
sibility  and  intrinsic  worth  in  each  individual.  There¬ 
fore,  let  one  but  determine  to  learn  to  do  one  thing 
with  perfection  in  that  one  thing,  his  goal  and  success 
is  already  assured.  Some  such  purpose  must  have 
been  fixed  in  the  mind  of  our  subject,  then  a  fifteen- 
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year  old  Delaware  lad,  when  he  started  to  work  as  an 
apprentice  in  a  shipyard,  for  he  is  today  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm,  Frank  B.  Sterner  Company,  Inc., 
real  estate  and  insurance  brokers;  besides  being  one 
of  Staten  Island’s  well  known  builders  and  better 
known  citizens. 

Frank  B.  Sterner  was  the  second  of  the  ten  chil¬ 
dren  of  Harry  Barrett  and  Hannah  (Collins)  Sterner, 
his  father  a  native  of  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania,  and 
his  mother  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  He  was  born 
October  23,  1886,  in  the  town  of  Wyoming,  Del¬ 
aware,  where  the  Sterner  family  had  removed,  the 
father  being  employed  as  a  mechanic  in  the  ship¬ 
building  industry.  His  early  education  was  received 
in  the  schools  of  Delaware,  and  at  fourteen  years 
of  age  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Staten 
Island.  In  the  shipyards  of  Townsend  and  Downey 
at  Mariners  Harbor,  the  young  lad  employed  his 
inherent  native  ability  to  the  extent  that  he  became 
a  first  class  carpenter,  a  carpenter  with  an  ambition 
and  a  purpose.  For  the  next  ten  years  he  followed 
his  trade  on  Staten  Island,  and  in  1914  took  the  first 
step  toward  the  realization  of  his  dream,  by  establish¬ 
ing  himself  as  a  builder  under  the  firm  name,  of 
Sterner  Construction  Company.  To  further  fit  him¬ 
self  for  his  career  he  attended  night  school,  taking 
among  other  subjects,  a  special  course  in  drawing  and 
architecture.  In  time,  and  after  passing  the  required 
examinations  he  was  awarded  a  certificate  as  a  reg¬ 
istered  architect  on  November  17,  1922  by  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Back  in  1918 
he  took  another  step  forward  when  he  purchased 
the  real  estate  and  insurance  interests  of  Frank  Fog- 
gin,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Foggin  and  Son, 
of  Port  Richmond,  the  name  then  changing  to  Foggin 
and  Sterner.  (See  accompanying  biographies.)  In 
1920  this  firm  was  absorbed  by  the  Sterner  Construc¬ 
tion  Company,  which  in  turn  was  merged  in  a 
newly  organized  company  called  Frank  B.  Sterner 
and  Company,  Inc.  The  purpose  of  this  latter 
named  concern  is  to  handle  their  increasing  busi¬ 
ness  in  real  estate,  insurance,  building  and  construc¬ 
tion  work.  In  business  with  Mr.  Sterner  are  his 
brother,  Harry  B.  Sterner,  and  until  recently  Frank¬ 
lin  V.  Foggin!  Since  the  day  of  its  organization  one 
success  has  followed  another.  Included  in  their  con¬ 
struction  work  in  the  beautiful  Grecian  temple  in 
Anderson  Avenue,  Port  Richmond,  the  home  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
completed  in  1926.  This  is  one  of  the  architectural 
monuments  on  Staten  Island.  The  Foggin-Burger 
Land  Company,  incorporated  in  1923,  of  which  Mr. 
Sterner  is  secretary,  purchased  recently  from  Sailors 
Snug  Harbor  a  valuable  strip  of  land  along  Castle- 
ton  Avenue,  near  Brighton  Avenue,  and  have  in 
the  process  of  development  beautiful  Randall  Manor. 
The"  Sterner  company  has  built  many  homes  on  the 
island  including  the  Model  House  for  “The  Ad¬ 
vance”  in  Hunter  Place,  West  New  Brighton.  Mr. 
Sterner  is  not  only  an  able  architect  and  a  practical 
builder,  but  he  possesses  to  a  large  degree  that  sine 
qu-a  non  of  a  successful  real  estate  developer — the 
ability  to  look  into  the  future  as  regards  the  coming 
demands  for  property. 

Energetic  and  untiring  as  he  is  in  his  work,  he 
does  not  let  it  absorb  him  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
else.  He  is  one  of  the  community’s  ardent  civic 
workers  and  has  aided  generously  in  every  movement 
for  public  welfare.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Port 
Richmond  Board  of  Trade  and  through  his  firm  he 
is  a  member  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
During  the  World  War  he  was  active  in  various 
war  •work  drives  and  a  member  of  the  Home  De¬ 


fence  Guard,  in  which  he  served  as  a  major.  Perhaps 
few  men  are  better  known  in  club  and  fraternal  life 
on  Staten  Island.  He  is  member  of  various  organiza¬ 
tions  and  has  held  high  office  such  as:  president  of 
the  Lions  Club;  Past  Master  of  Richmond  Lodge, 
No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Past  Councilor 
of  the  Junior  Orders,  United  American  Mechanics; 
Supreme  Tall  Cedar  of  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon, 
which  is  the  highest  ranking  office  of  the  Order 
in  the  United  States;  and  Exalted  Ruler  of  Lodge 
No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
His  terms  of  office  in  the  last  two  named  bodies  began 
in  1928.  His  chief  hobby  is  with  the  rod  and  gun. 
He  has  spent  a  number  of  seasons  in  the  mountain 
ranges  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States  hunt¬ 
ing  big  game  and  has  done  considerable  deep  sea 
fishing. 

On  June  25,  1908,  at  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
in  Port  Richmond,  Frank  B.  Sterner  married  Flor¬ 
ence  Howe,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sophia  (Law¬ 
rence)  Howe,  of  West  Hoboken,  New  Jersey.  Both 
the  Howe  and  Lawrence  families  are  of  long  resident 
in  New  Jersey.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sterner  were  born 
three  children:  Sydney  M.,  Frances  H.,  and  Frank. 

In  these  times  when  patriotic  citizens  are  actively 
concerned  in  preserving  historical  documents,  public 
and  personal,  it  is  of  great  interest  to  know  of  such 
historic  background  as  likely  to  be  contained  in  the 
line  of  descent  of  each  family.  Mr.  Sterner ’s  pater¬ 
nal  line  traces  back  to  Holland-Dutch  origin,  the 
family  having  come  to  this  country  just  prior  to  the 
.American  Revolution.  Nathan  Sterner,  with  his  son, 
Peter,  were  passengers  on  the  boat  which  sailed  into 
Boston  Harbor  with  that  famous  cargo  of  tea,  later 
seized  and  dumped  overboard  by  the  American  Colo¬ 
nists,  known  as  the  Boston  Tea  Party.  Nathan 
Sterner  eventually  settled  in  Berks  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  which  became  the  headquarters  of  the 
Sterner  family.  The  name  of  his  wife  is  unknown. 
Other  ancestors  from  whom  Mr.  Sterner  traces 
descent  are:  Peter  Spiker,  who  was  Justice  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  in  Berks  County  as  early  as  1756,  decreed 
by  King  George  II;  and  Colonel  Hosterman,  aide- 
de-camp  to  General  George  Washington,  who  pre¬ 
sented  the  colonel  with  a  silver  shoe  buckle.  This 
buckle,  along  with  some  ancient  documents,  is  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Sterner. 


DR.  DANIEL  D.  FELDMAN— The  sterling 

qualities  of  manhood  and  leadership  coupled  with 
a  devotion  to  the  cause  of  instructing  the  youth  of 
Staten  Island  in  the  essentials  necessary  to  become 
intelligent  citizens,  were  never  more  clearly  exem¬ 
plified  than  in  the  life  of  the  late  Dr.  Daniel  D. 
Feldman  who  for  eleven  years  was  principal  of  Curtis 
High  School.  He  was  known  as  one  of  the  foremost 
educators  of  the  Greater  City  of  New  York,  and 
Staten  Island  lost  one  of  its  most  esteemed  citizens 
and  willing  workers  when  he  passed  away  several 
years  ago. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Feldman  occurred  in  Bremen, 
Indiana,  May  13,  1872,  his  parents  being  August  and 
Barbara  (Michael)  Feldman.  They  were  German 
Lutherans,  the  elder  Feldman  having  been  brought 
to  this  country  about  a  hundred  years  ago  by  his 
parents,  who  located  in  Ohio.  August  Feldman  and 
Barbara  Michael  were  married  in  Ohio,  and  later 
settled  in  Bremen,  Indiana.  Barbara  Michael’s  par¬ 
ents  were  also  of  German  origin  and  early  settlers 
of  Ohio. 

After  receiving  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  Dr.  Feldman  attended 
Valparaiso  Normal  School,  (now  Valparaiso  Univer- 
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sity)  in  his  home  State,  and  the  University  of  Neb¬ 
raska  at  Lincoln.  Graduating  with  the  honor  of 
membership  in  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Fraternity  from 
the  latter  institution,  where  he  had  gained  an  enviable 
reputation,  especially  in  a  scholastic  sense,  he  decided 
upon  a  career  as  an  educator  which  he  believed  lay 
within  his  province.  Before  coming  to  New  York 
City  in  which  school  system  his  success  was  later 
achieved,  he  taught  classes  for  a  few  years  in  Neb¬ 
raska  University  and  afterward  at  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Feldman,  in  1903,  became  a  teacher  of  mathe¬ 
matics  in  the  Boys’  High  School,  Brooklyn.  After 
serving  here  for  a  number  of  terms  he  next  secured 
a  'position  as  head  of  the  Department  of  Mathema¬ 
tics  in  Erasmus  Hall  High  School,  Brooklyn,  where 
he  took  active  charge  until  May,  1913.  In  the  latter 
year  he  was  appointed  and  came  to  Staten  Island  as 
principal  of  Curtis  High  School,  a  post  which  he 
ably  filled  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Shaping  the  destiny  of  Curtis  High  School  as  seen 
in  the  welding  of  this  institution  into  a  solid  unit 
wherein  there  was  no  room  for  the  indigent  or  care¬ 
less  type  of  student,  but  where  a  spirit  of  studious 
concentration  and  enlightenment  was  harbored,  Dr. 
Feldman  gave  the  best  years  of  his  life.  His  was  no 
facile  task  borne  of  merely  careful  planning  and  of 
gradual  development,  but  he  was  at  once  faced  with 
the  tremendous  work  of  obtaining  school  discipline 
and  intelligent,  resourceful  instruction  of  hundreds 
of  scholars.  The  injecting  of  modern  methods  of  a 
workable  pattern  into  the  school  routine  was  also 
effected  through  his  influence. 

Early  discouragements  he  may  have  had,  but  as 
the  years  passed  his  theories  and  practices  began  to 
be  appreciated,  backed  as  they  were  with  sound 
judgment  and  keen  understanding.  The  scholastic 
standards  of  Curtis  High  School  became  considerably 
higher,  the  inner  organizational  work  more  substan¬ 
tial  and  the  new  spirit  more  conducive  to  the  build¬ 
ing  up  of  the  institution.  He  gave  his  life  to  the 
welfare  of  the  school  which  in  turn  gave  to  society 
students  well  equipped  to  cope  with  the  problems  of 
life.  He  was  a  man  respected  for  his  generous  atti¬ 
tude  by  all  pupils  and  the  public  at  large,  and  was 
happily  endowed  with  an  even  but  firm  temperament. 

In  addition  to  his  task  as  an  educator,  Dr.  Feld¬ 
man  was  prominent  in  the  activities  of  educational 
and  civic  organizations  on  Staten  Island  and  else¬ 
where.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  work  of 
societies  allied  with  the  study  of  mathematics  which 
was  the  branch  of  study  in  which  he  was  particularly 
gifted.  For  a  number  of  years  he  continued  his 
studies  with  the  Post-Graduate  Department  at  Colum¬ 
bia  and  New  York  universities. 

He  was  a  member  and  one  time  president  of  the 
Valparaiso  College  Alumni  Association,  identified 
with  a  number  of  educational  societies  in  Greater 
New  York  and  active  in  the  organization  of  the 
Teachers’  and  Principals’  Association.  In  his  civic 
associations  the  Staten  Island  Chapter  of  the  Red 
Cross,  the  Civic  League  and  the  various  movements 
with  which  he  was  connected  both  in  this  borough 
and  outside  of  its  jurisdiction,  found  him  ready  to 
cooperate  generously.  During  the  World  War  he 
took  a  leading  part  in  Liberty  Loan  drives. 

Besides  adhering  to  the  belief  that  the  American 
youth  should  be  educationally  fit,  he  was  also  firmly 
convinced  of  the  necessity  for  a  nation-wide  civic 
enlightenment  and  staunch  patriotism.  He  was  for 
many  years  honorary  vice-president  of  the  Staten 
Island  branch  of  Boy  Scouts.  For  a  long  time  Dr. 
Feldman  served  on  the  committee  of  the  Bureau  of 


Social  Service  and  was  a  director  of  the  Tompkins 
Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  was  the  author 
of  mathematical  treatises  and  editor  of  books  on  plane 
and  solid  geometry. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Feldman  took  place  on  July 
9i  tSqS)  to  Nellie  Jones,  daughter  of  Francis  Wesley 
and  Monema  (Gregory)  Jones  of  Jonestown,  Colum¬ 
bia  County,  Pennsylvania.  Jonestown  was  named 
after  the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Feldman  and  here 
its  various  members  became  outstanding  citizens. 
The  Gregory  family  were  early  located  in  Luzerne 
County  of  the  same  State.  Mrs.  Feldman  was  also 
a  graduate  of  the  Valparaiso  Normal  School,  later 
attending  the  University  of  Nebraska.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Fortnightly  Club,  and  is  identified  with 
the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  She 
is  also  an  active  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Feldman  were  members  of  the  Flatbush 
Congregational  Church  for  a  number  of  years  while 
residents  of  Brooklyn  and  on  Staten  Island  attended 
the  Unitarian  Church.  To  this  marriage  two  chil¬ 
dren  were  born:  Harold  Jones,  who  died  in  1903 
at  the  age  of  four  and  a  half  years,  and  Pauline  Ruth, 
who  married  Carl  Willard  Dudley  Stillwell  of  Troy, 
New  York,  son  of  E.  W.  and  Ellen  (Parker)  Still¬ 
well.  The  younger  Mr.  Stillwell  is  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Illinois  where  he  was  a  member 
of  Alpha  Rho  Chi  Fraternity.  After  pursuing  grad¬ 
uate  work  at  Columbia  he  joined  an  architectural 
firm  and  is  now  engaged  in  that  profession.  Mrs. 
Stillwell  studied  at  Vassar  College  for  two  years, 
later  graduating  from  Adelphi  College  in  Brooklyn. 
The  following  year  she  obtained  her  Master’s  degree 
from  the  Sociological  College  at  Columbia.  She  is 
identified  with  the  activities  of  the  Fortnightly  Liter¬ 
ary  Club  on  Staten  Island  as  well  as  the  Delta  Zeta 
Society,  the  Pi  Gamma  Mu  Society  and  St.  Cecilia’s 
Choral  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stillwell  are  the  parents 
of  a  son,  Carl  Edgar  Feldman,  born  November  2, 

1929. 

In  his  fifty-second  year,  the  death  of  Dr.  Feldman 
occurred  on  February  13,  1924,  and  burial  followed 
in  the  family  plot  at  Jonestown,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs. 
Feldman  resides  at  No.  19  Belmont  Place,  New 
Brighton. 


WILLIAM  MASON  SMITH— As  senior  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  law  firm  of  Van  Vorst,  Siegel,  and  Smith, 
with  offices  located  at  No.  25  Broad  Street,  New 
York,  William  Mason  Smith,  a  native  of  South 
Carolina  and  now  a  resident  of  Dongan  Hills,  has 
specialized  in  corporation  and  estate  law  and  is  rec¬ 
ognized  as  an  authority  in  this  branch  of  the  pro¬ 
fession.  A  public-spirited  citizen,  he  has  given  gen¬ 
erously  of  his  time  in  the  support  of  various  move¬ 
ments  which  tend  toward  the  welfare  of  this  borough. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Charleston,  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  November  15,  1874,  son  of  D.  E.  Huger  and 
Caroline  (Ravenel)  Smith,  both  of  whom  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  old  families  of  South  Carolina.  His  paternal 
great-great-grandfather  was  the  Rt.  Rev.  Robert 
Smith,  who  came  to  America  in  1760  from  England. 
As  first  Bishop  of  South  Carolina  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  religious  advance¬ 
ment  were  highly  regarded  by  his  many  friends  and 
associates.  D.  E.  Huger  Smith  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War  in  which  he  fought  on  the  side  of  the 
Confederacy.  After  the  close  of  this  historic  struggle 
he  entered  business,  becoming  one  of  the  foremost 
merchants  of  Charleston. 

Following  his  primary  training,  William  Mason 
Smith  became  a  student  in  the  University  School  of 
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Charleston,  after  which  he  entered  the  University 
of  Virginia.  He  was  graduated  from  the  latter  with 
the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Master  of  Arts, 
and  in  1897  he  came  to  New  York  City.  Here  he 
became  associated  with  the  law  offices  of  Parsons, 
Shepard  and  Ogden,  remaining  in  this  connection 
for  some  years.  In  1904  he  organized  the  firm  of 
Smith  and  Harkness,  which  later  became  Shepard, 
Smith  and  Harkness.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Shepard 
in  1912,  Mr.  Smith  became  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Van  Vorst,  Marshall  and  Smith,  which  now  con¬ 
tinues  under  the  name  of  Van  Vorst,  Siegel  and 
Smith.  In  his  professional  capacity,  Mr.  Smith  is 
consulted  by  many  important  industrial  corporations 
and  has  built  up  a  reputation  for  unique  arbitration 
and  successful  accomplishments.  He  is  an  officer  and 
director  in  several  nationally-known  corporations, 
including  the  Mexican  Northern  Railway,  and  mining 
companies  operating  in  Mexico.  He  has  taken  a 
keen  interest  in  the  advancement  of  education  and 
is  well  known  as  one  of  the  founders  on  Staten  Island 
of  the  Arden  Preparatory  School,  and  Dongan  Hall, 
the  latter  a  school  for  girls.  He  is  now  president 
of  Dongan  Hall  and  also  serves  as  vice-president 
and  director  of  the  Staten  Island  Social  Service.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Historical  Society, 
which  was  originally  organized  under  the  name  of 
Staten  Island  Antiquarian  Society  and  is  associated 
with  all  the  important  bar  associations.  His  clubs  are 
the  Bankers  Club  of  New  York,  the  City  Midday 
Club,  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club,  and  the 
University  Club  of  New  York.  In  his  religious  ad¬ 
herence,  he  is  an  attendant  of  St.  Andrew’s  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  a  vestryman  and 
senior  warden.  By  virtue  of  his  Revolutionary  ances¬ 
try  he  also  holds  membership  in  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati. 

William  Mason  Smith  married,  November  6,  1906, 
Mary  Allen  Evans,  of  Haverford,  Pennsylvania,  and 
to  this  union  have  been  born  three  children:  Caro¬ 
line,  a  graduate  of  Bryn  Mawr  College;  Eleanor,  a 
student  at  Bryn  Mawr  and  William  Mason,  Jr., 
attending  Yale  University.  Mrs.  Smith  is  prominent 
among  the  women’s  clubs  and  associations  of  Staten 
Island,  and  is  chairman  of  the  Staten  Island  League 
of  Women  Voters,  a  director  of  the  Staten  Island 
Social  Service,  the  Benefit  Shoppe,  and  many  other 
civic  organizations. 


REV.  FATHER  FRANCIS  T.  HANRETTY— 

Esteemed  by  the  residents  of  his  community,  irre¬ 
spective  of  creed  or  station  in  life,  the  Rev.  Father 
Francis  T.  Hanretty,  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  Rosebank,  is  accorded  in  full  meas¬ 
ure  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact 
in  his  spiritual  and  civic  duties.  Affable  and  friendly, 
he  has  established  for  himself  a  permanent  place  in 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  his  parishioners  and  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  Island. 

Father  Hanretty  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
December  28,  1880,  the  son  of  Francis  and  Rose 
(Talley)  Hanretty,  both  natives  of  Ireland.  His 
preliminary  education  was  obtained  in  St.  John’s 
High  School,  Brooklyn,  following  which  he  entered 
Niagara  University,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York.  He 
then  took  a  course  at  Dunwoodie,  in  New  York,  and 
was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  on  June  9,  1906.  For 
more  than  three  years  Father  Hanretty  was  an 
assistant  at  St.  Mary’s  Church  in  Newburgh,  and 
was  then  transferred  to  St.  Michael’s  Church,  on 
West  Thirty-fourth  Street,  Manhattan.  His  first 
pastorate  was  at  Livingston  Manor,  Sullivan  County, 
New  York,  and  after  serving  there  for  over  two 


and  a  hal(  years  he  was  assigned  to  the  charge  of 
St.  Mary’s  in  Rosebank. 

Father  Hanretty  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Fox 
Hills  Golf  Club  and  the  New  York  Amateur  Athle¬ 
tic  Club.  He  is  ever  to  the  fore  in  all  projects  for 
the  advancement  and  progress  of  Rosebank,  and  is 
popular,  not  only  in  his  own  community,  but  through¬ 
out  Richmond  County. 


JOHN  MOJECKI — The  neighborhood  of  Elm 
Park,  near  Port  Richmond,  in  which  John  Mojecki 
has  spent  his  years  of  maturity,  has  passed  through 
many  vicissitudes  in  its  three  centuries  of  history. 
Once  the  site  of  an  Indian  village,  it  had  become  by 
1748,  when  Peter  Kalm,  the  Swedish  naturalist,  first 
saw  it,  a  pleasing  prospect  of  cultivated  fields  of 
Dutch  and  English  farmers  whose  neat  homes,  some 
of  wood,  others  of  stone,  were  set  amid  productive 
gardens  and  orchards.  It  was  so  attractive  that 
Henry  Holland,  a  rich  New  York  merchant,  located 
his  summer  home,  called  “Morning  Star,”  along  the 
Kill  Von  Kull  on  its  shores.  The  road  leading  to  it 
has  been  the  Morning  Star  Road  ever  since.  A  cen¬ 
tury  later,  in  1848,  this  place  had  become  the  site 
of  extensive  brick  manufacture,  with  several  con¬ 
cerns  digging  clay  undersoil  and  leaving  holes,  which 
in  time  filled  with  rain  water;  Red  Lake,  drained 
about  forty  years  ago,  was  the  largest;  but  there 
were  others,  Cape  Henlopen,  Sandy  Leer,  Kate 
Majorca,  which  may  be  remembered  by  old  inhabit¬ 
ants.  A  map  was  filed,  in  1849,  naming  the  place 
Lowville,  because  Daniel  Low  was  interested  in  the 
brick  business;  but  the  name  Willow  Grove  also 
appears  on  a  map  of  1853.  In  the  course  of  time  the 
steamboat  “Atalanta,”  which  made  a  stop  at  Staten 
Island  on  its  way  from  Elizabethtown  to  New  York 
in  1823,  was  replaced  by  the  “Flora”  and  the  “Po¬ 
mona”  of  the  new  Peoples  Line  in  1862,  and  on  their 
timetable  Elm  Park  appears  as  the  last  stop.  A  de¬ 
scription  of  Staten  Island  in  1882  says  that  Elm  Park 
was  a  great  resort  for  the  middle  classes,  and,  on 
Saturdays  especially,  was  patronized  by  large  crowds 
of  New  Yorkers.  As  we  remember  it,  between  the 
operations  of  the  brick  yards  and  the  Sunday  crowds, 
which  meantime  had  deserted  it,  there  was  little  of 
either  natural  beauty  or  industrial  activity  in  Elm 
Park  when  John  Mojecki  first  came  to  it  and  began 
his  share  of  its  transformation.  The  natural  beauty, 
perhaps,  can  never  be  restored,  but  with  industrial 
activity,  thanks  to  the  group  of  Kossuth’s  country¬ 
men  who  have  made  Elm  Park  their  home,  have  come 
the  fine  things  of  life:  churches,  schools,  benevolence, 
and  the  habit  of  saving  rather  than  squandering,  which 
makes  uplift  and  betterment  projects  financially 
feasible.  In  all  these  developments  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  has  been  a  prominent  personage. 

Throughout  his  community  Mr.  Mojecki  is  known 
as  a  man  with  a  kindly  heart  and  as  a  public  bene¬ 
factor.  Connected  with  things  of  a  civic  nature  and 
in  financial,  industrial  and  realty  enterprises,  Mr. 
Mojecki  has  ably  assisted  his  fellowmen  in  their  pur¬ 
suit  of  citizenship,  in  useful  fields  of  employment  and 
in  home-making.  He  was  born  November  25,  1865, 
at  Kuzuszkowo,  in  the  Province  of  Posan,  Poland, 
when  that  city  was  part  of  the  German  Empire.  His 
parents  were  Joseph  and  Katherine  (Webber)  Mo¬ 
jecki,  both  of  whom  were  descended  from  good  native 
stock  of  that  country.  The  elder  Mojecki  was  a 
well-to-do  miller,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  the  Fatherland.  They  had  three  children: 
John,  of  whom  further;  Kazmier,  a  concrete  block 
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manufacturer,  now  residing  in  Elm  Park;  and  Jo¬ 
seph,  a  resident  of  Port  Richmond. 

After  he  had  completed  his  education  in  the  local 
school  of  the  Province  in  which  he  lived,  John  Mo¬ 
jecki  came  to  this  country  in  1883,  and  later  arranged 
for  his  father  to  join  him  here.  His  first  location  was 
in  Mauch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  for 
five  years,  during  which  time  he  became  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  He  earned  his  first  dollar  in  this 
country  doing  manual  labor  for  the  Central  Railroad 
of  New  Jersey  while  a  resident  of  Mauch  Chunk.  In 
1888  he  permanently  settled  on  Staten  Island  and 
located  on  John  Street,  Elm  Park,  subsequently  be¬ 
coming  employed  by  the  old  Jewett  Company,  now 
part  of  the  National  Lead  Company,  in  their  plant 
at  Port  Richmond.  After  a  few  years,  by  being  very 
thrifty,  he  managed  to  save  some  money,  and  in  1892, 
embarked  on  his  successful  business  career  by  becom¬ 
ing  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  butchering  business 
near  his  home  on  John  Street.  Then  there  were  only 
a  small  number  of  homes  in  this  neighborhood  and  it 
may  be  rightly  stated  that  he  was  its  pioneer  mer¬ 
chant.  As  time  went  on  he  led  in  movements  for 
the  expansion  of  the  district,  and  encouraged  a 
number  of  his  countrymen  to  establish  their  homes 
here.  It  was  during  this  period  that  he  earned  the 
reputation  of  being  a  friend  and  protector  of  the 
Polish  settlers  on  Staten  Island.  He  built  many  homes 
for  these  people,  even  though  they  had  but  little 
funds.  In  1901  Mr.  Mojecki  became  one  of  the  or¬ 
ganizers  of,  and  presented  a  splendid  piece  of  property 
100  by  106  feet  on  John  Street  and  Innis  Place,  to 
the  new  St.  Adelberts  Roman  Catholic  Church,  for 
the  use  of  people  of  his  nationality.  This  was  the 
first  church  of  its  denomination  in  Elm  Park.  He  has 
been  active  in  its  affairs  and  has  served  as  a  trustee 
since  its  inception.  At  that  time  the  parish  had  only 
eight  hundred  dollars  in  its  treasury  to  build  its 
church,  and  upon  Mr.  Mojecki’s  appeal  to  John  A. 
Snyder,  the  lumber  merchant,  the  latter  is  quoted  as 
saying:  “As  long  as  Mr.  Mojecki  is  connected  with 
the  enterprise  they  could  have  credit  as  long  as  they 
needed  it.” 

In  1912  Mr.  Mojecki  saw  the  need  of  encouraging 
his  people  to  save  for  their  home  building.  Thus  he 
became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Polish  Savings 
and  Loan  Association,  which  in  19x8  moved  into  its 
new  banking  building,  built  by  Mr.  Mojecki,  on 
Morning  Star  Road  and  Innis  Street.  This  institu¬ 
tion  now  has  assets  of  nearly  $2,600,000  and  is  num¬ 
bered  among  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 
Mr.  Mojecki  served  as  its  treasurer  and  a  director 
since  July  12,  1912. 

Up  to  1917  Mr.  Mojecki  had  built  nearly  sixty 
houses,  and  still  continued  in  the  grocery  and  pro¬ 
vision  business.  Elm  Park  with  its  busy  Main 
Street  (Morning  Star  Road),  its  increased  mercantile 
and  other  establishments  and  numerous  dwellings  had, 
by  this  time,  become  a  thriving  settlement  and  con¬ 
spicuous  among  the  communities  of  the  Island.  To 
lighten  his  responsibilities,  Mr.  Mojecki  disposed  of 
his  realty  and  mercantile  interests  and  entered  the 
retail  coal  business,  and  so  continued  until  1922.  In 
this  latter  year,  on  account  of  the  prolonged  coal 
strike,  he  could  not  procure  enough  coal  to  supply  his 
trade,  so  he  reentered  his  former  building  activities  on 
a  larger  scale,  in  Elm  Park,  upon  tracts  of  land  he 
had  purchased  in  1918  from  John  E.  Donavan  and 
Charles  E.  Griffith,  Sr.  By  1923  he  had  become  well 
established  and  had  in  the  course  of  construction  a 
number  of  houses,  but  found  all  his  ready  capital 
exhausted.  Undaunted,  he  went  to  his  friends,  Owen 


Boylan  and  Samuel  G.  Ginsburg,  and  by  their  gen¬ 
erous  aid  he  was  able  to  carry  on  his  plans  and 
building  activities.  Among  others  who  also  helped 
him  in  the  development  of  Elm  Park  during  these 
trying  periods  of  need,  were  the  late  Charles  E. 
Griffith,  Sr.,  John  A.  Snyder,  John  Braidstead,  and 
James  M.  Hughes,  all  men  of  fine  business  standing 
and  leading  citizens.  The  officers  of  the  Third  Ward 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  the  Northfield  Build¬ 
ing  Loan  and  Savings  Association,  the  State  Bank  of 
Richmond  County,  the  Mariners  Harbor  National 
Bank,  the  Staten  Island  National  Bank  and  liust 
Company,  and  the  West  New  Brighton  Bank,  all 
were  glad  to  help  Mr.  Mojecki  in  his  fine  work  of 
building  Elm  Park.  They  advanced  him  funds  with 
which  to  help  him  acquire  his  first  holdings  in  this 
section.  He  in  turn  is  helping  the  community  and 
his  people  to  acquire  homes  and  a  competence  against 
old  age.  Coming  to  America  a  poor  boy  about  forty- 
five  years  ago  he  has  achieved  a  remarkable  success, 
not  only  as  a  business  man,  but  also  as  a  humanitarian 
and  a  leader  of  the  people  from  whose  stock  he 
sprung. 

In  addition  to  his  real  estate  activities,  Mr.  Mo¬ 
jecki,  on  January  1,  1927,  assumed  control  of  the 
Elm  Park  Laundry,  when  the  former  owners  sold  it. 
Since  then  the  Mojecki  Laundry  has  become  well 
and  favorably  known  and  a  financial  success.  Mr. 
Mojecki  has  been  active  in  local  politics  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  in  1908  of 
the  Polish  Democratic  Club  and  its  president  the  first 
nineteen  years  of  its  existence. 

John  Mojecki  married  (first),  on  January  16,  1885, 
in  the  City  of  New  York,  Susan  Wisniewski,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Andrew  and  Annie  Wisniewski,  who  came  to 
this  country  about  1880  from  Poland,  then  a  part  of 
Russia.  The  Wisniewskis  brought  their  children 
including  Susan  with  them,  and  located  on  Staten 
Island  at  Port  Richmond,  and  later  at  Elm  Park. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mojecki  were  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren:  John,  Anthony,  Peter,  Stella  and  Minnie.  Mrs. 
Mojecki  passed  away  October  29,  1905.  Mr.  Mojecki 
married  (second)  at  Elm  Park,  on  September  6, 
1926,  a  widow,  Mrs.  Hedwig  Borowski,  who  is  the 
mother  of  eight  children  by  her  first  husband.  They 
are:  Rev.  Frank,  Anthony,  John,  Joseph,  Peter, 
Rose,  Hedwig,  and  Sophia. 


DELAZON  WILSON  CLARK— In  the  mer¬ 
cantile  life  of  the  North  Shore,  perhaps  few  men  have 
been  so  long  identified  with  one  business,  established 
in  one  place,  and  none  more  highly  esteemed  than 
the  one  whose  name  heads  this  review.  Since  he  was 
a  youth,  and  since  he  entered — nearly  a  half  century 
ago — the  activity  which  has  claimed  his  chief  inter¬ 
est,  many  new  developments  in  that  neighborhood,  as 
well  with  him  as  in  his  business,  have  occurred.  First 
let  us  go  back  to  those  boyhood  days  when  he  played 
in  the  open  meadows  about  Port  Richmond  where  now 
stand  many  imposing  buildings  and  fine  homes.  It 
was  not  unusual  then  for  children  of  all  conditions  of 
life  to  emulate  Whittier’s  famous,  “Barefoot  Boy  with 
Cheeks  of  Tan.”  Many  were  the  barefoot  boys  and 
quaint  was  old  Port  Richmond  and  its  historic  struc¬ 
tures.  Along  with  progress  came  a  great  change  from 
the  provincial  to  the  modern  state  of  affairs.  The 
village  has  put  on  a  new  garb,  our  shoeless  children 
have  practically  disappeared ;  the  leather  boot  worn  by 
the  “Dandy”  in  those  times  has  given  way  to  the 
practical  oxford,  and  the  old-fashioned  cobbler  who 
turned  native  cowhide  into  such  apparel  eventually 
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bowed  to  that  gigantic  industry — “Shoe  Manufac¬ 
turing.” 

It  was  about  the  time  of  the  advent  of  this  latter 
method  of  shoe  production  that  Delazon  W.  Clark, 
then  aged  seventeen,  began  as  a  clerk  in  shoe  mer¬ 
chandising.  Through  the  subsequent  years  he  faith¬ 
fully  served  one  employer,  then  succeeded  in  the  same 
establishment  with  another,  and  in  time  became  the 
sole  proprietor  of  what  is  now  probably  the  oldest 
retail  shoe  store  on  Staten  Island.  Not  only  has  he 
served  in  that  one  department  of  community  advance 
but  in  various  ways  by  the  furtherance  of  such  civic 
and  social  movements  as  aid  in  the  general  welfare  of 
his  fellowmen. 

Mr.  Clark’s  paternal  grandparents  were  of  old  Colo¬ 
nial  stock,  being  early  residents  of  Connecticut  and 
Illinois,  and  on  his  mother’s  side  of  Irish-English 
descent.  He  was  born  in  Port  Richmond,  on  Septem¬ 
ber  5,  1864,  son  of  Abijah  Conger  and  Elizabeth 
(Mullin)  Clark,  the  former  a  native  of  Tennessee  and 
the  latter  of  England.  His  father  was  the  son  of 
Delazon  Wilson  Clark,  an  excellent  lay  preacher,  and 
Ann  J.  (Conger)  Clark,  who  was  a  missionary  among 
a  tribe  of  Indians  in  Tennessee  belonging  to  the 
Cherokee  Nation.  At  a  very  early  age,  Abijah  C. 
Clark  ran  away  from  home  and  went  to  sea  on  a 
whaling  vessel,  and  in  time  he  became  a  steamboat 
engineer.  In  his  travels  he  came  to  the  port  of  New 
York,  and  after  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Mullin, 
he  settled  on  Staten  Island,  at  Port  Richmond,  about 
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Eor  a  time  he  continued  in  maritime  service  as  an 
engineer  of  the  old  ferry  boats,  “Huguenot”  and 
“Staten  Islander,”  operating  between  Port  Richmond 
and  Cortland  Street,  New  York.  Later  he  became 
engineer  for  the  Jewett  Lead  Works  in  Richmond 
Terrace,  Port  Richmond,  now  operated  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Lead  Company,  in  which  position  he  continued 
until  his  death. 

His  wife’s  brothers,  Bernard,  James,  and  Peter  I. 
Mullin,  were  well  known  in  this  locality;  the  first 
mentioned  being  actively  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business  here  until  his  retirement  in 
the  early  months  of  1929. 

Abijah  C.  Clark  died  November  10,  1886,  and  his 
widow  passed  away  on  August  2,  1899.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  as  follows:  Josephine  C., 
deceased,  who  married  Peter  J.  Durrua;  Isadore, 
widow  of  Milo  J.  Bushnell;  Edward  S.,  died  unmar¬ 
ried,  aged  twenty-eight  years;  Isabella  M.,  deceased, 
married  George  S.  Vredenburg;  Delazon  W.,  our 
subject;  Anna,  Curtis  and  Minnie,  died  in  infancy; 
Ida  F.,  married  George  Clark,  and  is  now  living  in 
California;  Walter  W. 

Returning  to  our  subject’s  parental  grandfather, 
we  find  such  historical  information  as  his  being  a 
staunch  Christian  and  one  who  ventured  in  the  more 
untamed  places  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  those  early 
pioneer  days.  He  was  a  friend  to  human  kind,  and 
knew  many  persons  of  prominence  during  his  genera¬ 
tion,  among  them  being  Alfred  DeGroot,  a  noted 
Staten  Island  lawyer.  Also  in  connection  with  his 
life,  there  is  an  interesting  gift  in  the  Moravian  His¬ 
torical  Society  Museum  at  Nazareth,  Pennsylvania; 
that  of  a  lock  of  George  Washington’s  hair.  In  pre¬ 
senting  the  hair  to  the  museum,  he  made  affidavit 
as  to  the  facts  relating  to  its  acquirement  and  pre¬ 
servation.  The  affidavit  states  that  he  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Rev.  John  Gambold  and  the  clergy¬ 
man’s  wife,  Anna  R.  Moravian,  who  were  mission¬ 
aries  to  the  Cherokee  Nation,  and  whose  residence 
was  in  Springplace,  Georgia.  Among  Mrs.  Gam- 
bold’s  prized  possessions  was  this  lock  of  hair,  which 


Washington  had  permitted  her  to  cut  from  his  head, 
while  he  was  stopping  at  the  historic  inn  in  Bethle¬ 
hem,  Pennsylvania,  in  July,  1782.  A  short  time  before 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Gambold  she  gave  a  part  of  this 
lock  to  Anna  J.  Conger,  who  in  time  became  the  wife 
of  Delazon  Wilson  Clark.  By  the  hands  of  the  latter 
the  prized  lock  was  laid  upon  dark  brown  velvet 
enclosed  in  a  handsomely  chased  oval  locket  of  gold 
and  presented  to  the  Moravian  Museum  at  Bethlehem. 
This  affidavit,  of  which  our  Mr.  Clark  has  a  copy, 
is  now  enclosed  in  the  locket. 

Delazon  W.  Clark,  our  subject,  was  educated  in 
the  Union  Free  School  No.  6,  on  Heberton  Avenue, 
Port  Richmond,  now  Public  School,  No.  20.  During 
this  period  his  parents  moved  to  Albion  Place.  He 
early  began  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  For 
a  few  months,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  young  Clark 
clerked  in  the  drug  store  of  A.  G.  S.  Gale,  who  was 
also  postmaster  of  the  town.  Then  he  collected 
tickets  on  a  ferry  between  Port  Richmond  and  the 
Oil  Works  at  Constable  Hook,  of  which  his  brother- 
in-law,  the  late  Peter  J.  Durrua,  was  captain,  and 
still  later  he  worked  in  the  cooper  shop  in  the  old 
lead  factory.  On  August  I,  1881,  he  entered  the  shoe 
store  of  Charles  E.  Griffith,  Sr.,  continuing  with  Mr. 
Griffith  a  number  of  years,  until  the  business  was 
purchased  by  T.  Franklin  Foggin,  subsequently  post¬ 
master,  and  now  vice-president  of  the  Stat2  Bank  of 
Richmond  County.  He  worked  with  Mr.  Foggin  to 
the  year  1911,  when  on  March  1,  he  purchased  the 
business  for  himself.  From  that  date  until  the  present 
(1930)  this  business  has  engaged  most  of  his  time  and 
energy.  He  has  succeeded  in  developing  the  largest 
establishment  of  its  kind  on  Staten  Island.  For  nearly 
thirty  years  his  store  has  been  the  headquarters  for 
“Walkover”  shoes.  As  the  result  of  his  success  the 
Walkover  Shoe  Company  presented  him  with  a  beau¬ 
tiful  medal  and  other  tokens  of  their  appreciation.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Walkover  Dealers’  Association, 
an  organization  of  world-wide  scope.  In  August,  1929, 
he  completed  his  forty-eighth  year  in  the  Griffith 
Building  at  Port  Richmond  Square — 19  Richmond 
Avenue.  On  September  18,  1929,  however  he  moved 
his  store  to  its  present  location  at  No.  229  Rich¬ 
mond  Avenue. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a  director  of  the  Northfield  Building 
and  Loan  Association.  For  a  number  of  years  before 
the  consolidation  with  Greater  New  York,  he  served 
the  village  of  Port  Richmond  as  the  secretary  of  its 
board  of  health.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  prominent,  espe¬ 
cially  in  Masonic  circles.  He  holds  life  membership 
in  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons;  is  a  member  of  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  219,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Empire  Command ery,  No.  66,  Knights 
Templar;  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order, 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  also  belongs  to 
the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  When  the  magnificent 
new  Masonic  Temple  was  being  built,  Mr.  Clark  was 
chosen  to  act  as  treasurer  of  the  building  committee, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  He  is  also  a  charter 
member  and  present  treasurer  of  Court  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  No.  205,  Foresters  of  America,  which  was 
organized  in  1892.  Other  memberships  include  the 
Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade,  Staten  Island  Rotary 
Club,  the  New  York  Automobile  Club,  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  and  the  Park  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Clark  married  (first),  in  March,  1887,  Luzena 
Thompson,  daughter  of  Samuel  A.  and  Sarah  A. 
(Housman)  Thompson,  of  Port  Richmond.  The 
Thompsons  and  Housmans  were  long  known  on  Staten 
Island.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  three  children  were 
born:  Myrtle,  wife  of  Frank  W.  Firth,  of  Freeport, 
Long  Island;  Myron,  who  married  Madeline  Bishop, 
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now  employed  as  an  expert  estimator  for  the  Berger 
Point  Iron  Works  in  New  Jersey;  and  Cyril,  an  engi¬ 
neer  on  ocean  steamers,  residing  at  home.  Mrs.  Clark 
died  in  1903.  In  1911,  on  November  15,  Mr.  Clark 
married  (second)  Grace  Estelle  Peterson,  daughter 
of  George  and  Fannie  R.  (Arbona)  Peterson,  resi¬ 
dents  of  Tottenville.  Mrs.  Clark  is  a  registered  nurse 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  holding  her  diploma  from 
the  old  Smith  Infirmary.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Nurses’  Alumni  Association  of  the  Staten  Island  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  in  1927  was  its  treasurer. 


JAMES  STEVENSON  GRAHAM— It  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  conceive  that  one  man  could  participate  in 
the  activities  of  so  many  organizations  covering  such 
diverse  fields  as  does  James  Stevenson  Graham,  who 
is  identified  with  the  welfare  of  our  community 
quite  as  much  as  that  of  his  place  of  residence,  our 
neighboring  borough,  Kings  County.  Although  hav¬ 
ing  resided  in  Brooklyn  since  1902,  Mr.  Graham’s 
interests  have  centered  equally  in  Brooklyn  and 
Staten  Island,  his  affiliations  including  many  realty, 
financial,  commercial  and  industrial  enterprises  of 
importance. 

Mr.  Graham  was  born  in  a  Methodist  log  parsonage 
near  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada,  February  10,  1862, 
and  reared  on  a  stony,  hilly  farm  on  the  Trent  River 
near  Hastings,  Ontario.  When  a  dollar  came  to  that 
farm  it  went  out  of  circulation  until  the  next  pay¬ 
ment  on  the  mortgage  was  due.  He  is  of  old  Scotch- 
Irish  descent  and  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Stevenson)  Graham.  In  the  year  of  1828  the  par¬ 
ents  of  John  Graham  settled  at  Ottawa,  Canada,  hav¬ 
ing  come  there  from  County  Amagh,  Ireland.  After 
receiving  some  schooling  in  his  native  home  and 
assisting  in  farm  work,  he  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
with  a  great  many  others,  went  to  Manitoba  and 
took  up  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  near  the  Boyne  River,  Southern  Manitoba, 
and  preempted  another  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
He  had  already  decided  that  he  needed  a  better  prep¬ 
aration  for  life,  so  after  taking  title  to  his  land  and 
renting  it  for  a  small  sum,  he  started  for  North¬ 
western  University  at  Evanston,  Illinois,  where  he 
remained  for  four  years.  He  was  class  president  at 
the  time  Bill  Nye  made  a  speech  at  the  university, 
the  latter  being  an  outstanding  humorist  of  the  time 
and  some  time  resident  of  Staten  Island. 

His  early  introduction  to  Chicago  and  the  finan¬ 
cial  world  came  at  the  Chicago  depot  where  he  asked 
a  cabby  how  much  he  would  charge  to  take  him  to 
the  depot  leading  out  to  Evanston.  The  cabby  said 
seventy-five  cents,  and  thereupon  whisked  Mr.  Gra¬ 
ham  around  the  block  for  a  short  ride  which  brought 
him  back  to  the  same  depot.  The  cabby  took  the 
seventy-five  cents.  This  amount  seemed  like  a  small 
fortune  to  Mr.  Graham  in  those  days  as  he  had  less 
than  a  hundred  dollars  with  which  to  enter  college 
and  continue  upon  his  courses.  During  the  pursuit 
of  his  studies  there  he  ran  a  club  that  boarded  about 
fifty  boys.  In  addition,  he  trained  a  group  of  boys 
to  sell  books  for  him  during  the  summer  vacation. 
After  leaving  the  university  he  naturally  drifted  into 
the  publishing  business  and  in  time  became  president 
of  the  Caxton  Publishing  Company  of  Chicago.  As¬ 
sociated  with  him  was  J.  L.  Alabaster,  now  of 
Riverside,  California,  and  Harlow  N.  Higginbottom, 
president  of  the  Chicago  World’s  Fair  in  1893  and  a 
partner  of  Marshall  Field,  the  late  merchant  prince. 
During  this  time  Mr.  Graham  took  a  night  course 
at  the  Kent  Law  School  of  Chicago  which  grad¬ 
uated  him  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Cook  County,  Illinois, 


in  1894,  but  did  not  take  up  the  law  as  his  especial 
vocation.  He  later  sold  his  interest  in  the  Caxton 
Company  and  spent  one  year  visiting  California  and 
other  Western  States. 

Returning  to  Chicago  our  subject  became  interested 
in  the  Mum  ford  Company  which  published  the  “Bird 
Magazine”;  and  the  W.  H.  Wheeler  Publishing 
Company,  publishers  of  high-grade  text  books.  In 
1899  he  became  interested  in  the  O.  H.  Powers 
Publishing  Company.  In  1900  he  went  to  Albany, 
New  York,  in  order  to  move  the  Eastern  office  of 
the  latter  concern  to  New  York  City.  He  also  be¬ 
came  deeply  interested  in  real  estate  in  Brooklyn  and 
Long  Island.  Returning  to  Chicago  he  sold  his  pub¬ 
lishing  interests  and  settled  permanently  in  Brooklyn. 
Staten  Island’s  future  next  attracted  him  and  in  1911 
Mr.  Graham  purchased  Poppy  Joe  Island,  now  known 
as  Graham  Beach  and  located  on  the  south  shore  of 
the  island.  In  1912  he  purchased  Woodland  Terrace, 
eighty  acres  back  of  Woodland  Beach,  and  in  1915 
he  bought  Woodland  Beach  itself.  In  1925  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  summer  resort  known  as  Midland  Beach, 
altogether  making  a  fine  piece  of  ocean  front.  He  is 
widely  known  here  on  Staten  Island,  not  only  to  the 
business  fraternity  but  to  thousands  of  glad  hearts 
who  have  had  access  to  a  clean  beach  and  play¬ 
ground  resort  made  possible  through  his  interest  and 
efforts.  The  Graham  Beaches  are  all  of  that,  clean  and 
invigorating,  and  suffice  to  say  a  boon  to  Staten 
Islanders  and  to  the  many  visitors  who  come  here 
from  neighboring  communities. 

Mr.  Graham  is  identified  with  numerous  associa¬ 
tions  that  claim  his  attention.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the 
Kings  Highway  Savings  Bank;  director  of  the  Brook¬ 
lyn  National  Life  Insurance  Company;  director  of 
the  Valhalla  Burial  Park,  Incorporated;  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Interborough  Bridge  Company  and  a 
director  of  the  Staten  Island  Investing  Service  Cor¬ 
poration. 

Mr.  Graham’s  civic  and  public  welfare  activities 
are  almost  as  numerous  as  his  business  interests. 
For  twenty  years  he  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
the  establishing  and  supervising  of  playgrounds  in 
Brooklyn  and  is  vice-president  of  the  Parks  and 
Playgrounds  Association  of  New  York;  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  director  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  member  of  the  Coney  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  has  been  a  vital  factor  in  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  and  has  served  for  twenty 
years  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
Central  Branch,  the  largest  in  the  world.  It  was 
largely  through  his  efforts  that  the  “Y.  M.  C.  A.” 
was  built  up  in  Mexico.  Mr.  Graham  made  a  spe¬ 
cial  trip  to  Mexico  City  and  other  Mexican  cities 
to  acquaint  himself  with  this  work.  He  is  president 
of  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  Plaza  Association,  which 
was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  up  the 
approach  to  the  old  Brooklyn  bridge  and  erecting 
a  beautiful  portal  in  memory  of  George  Washing¬ 
ton  who  was  encamped  on  this  very  site  in  1776. 

In  college  Mr.  Graham  became  a  member  of  Delta 
Upsilon  Fraternity  and  is  now  a  life  trustee  of  that 
organization.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Country  Club  and  of  the  Northwestern  University 
Club  of  New  York.  He  is  also  associated  in  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough  with  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences. 

James  Stevenson  Graham  married  Jennie  Mahaf- 
fey  Sanborn,  a  classmate  at  Northwestern  Univer¬ 
sity  and  they  have  two  children.  The  elder,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Sanborn  Graham,  was  educated  at  the  public 
schools  and  at  Cornell  University  and  bids  fair  to 
rival  his  father  in  accomplishments.  At  twenty-three 
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review;  Corliss  Fitzrandolph,  who  also  lived  on  Staten 
Island;  and  two  other  sons,  Iseus  Fitzrandolph,  and 
Roy  Fitzrandolph,  and  one  daughter,  Rena  Fitzran¬ 
dolph. 

The  early  education  of  Dr.  Esle  Fitzrandolph  was 
received  in  the  public  schools  of  West  Virginia.  His 
college  training  was  also  obtained  largely  in  his  native 
State,  though  subsequent  courses  were  pursued  at 
Columbia  and  New  York  universities.  When  his  elder 
brother,  Corliss,  retired  from  the  principalship  of 
the  Great  Kills  Public  School,  in  1896,  he  succeeded 
him.  Dr.  Esle  Fitzrandolph  remained  as  the  head  of 
the  Great  Kills  school,  now  Public  School,  No.  8, 
until  February  1,  1915,  when  he  became  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  Public  School,  No.  13,  at  Rosebank,  where  he 
has  since  remained.  He  holds  membership  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  professional,  civic,  and  fraternal  organizations. 

Dr.  Fitzrandolph’ s  marriage  took  place  in  June, 
1895,  his  wife  being  Lucy  Davidson,  daughter  of 
John  and  Cornelia  (Hurry)  Davidson.  To  this  union 
four  children  have  been  born:  1.  Franklin,  born 
April  14,  1896,  finished  one  year  of  college  work  when 
he  was  called  to  serve  his  country  in  the  World  War. 
As  a  member  of  Machine  Gun  Battalion  304,  he 
was  located  at  Camp  Greene,  Charlotte,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  where  he  succumbed  to  an  attack  of  spinal 
meningitis  during  an  epidemic  of  that  disease  in 
Camp.  2.  Ruth,  born  February  23,  1897.  3.  Sarah, 
born  March  24,  1898,  died,  March  12,  1924.  4.  Vir¬ 
ginia,  born  November  22,  1900. 

The  four  children  were  educated  at  Public  School, 
No.  8,  Curtis  High  School,  and  then  entered  college. 
The  daughters  all  graduated  from  higher  institutions 
of  learning  and  became  teachers  thus  following  the 
footsteps  of  their  father. 

The  Fitzrandolph  home  is  located  at  No.  4036 
Amboy  Road,  Great  Kills. 

Corliss  Fitzrandolph,  mentioned  as  brother  of  Dr. 
Esle  Fitzrandolph,  entered  Alfred  College  during  his 
grammar  and  high  school  training.  He  graduated 
from  this  seat  of  learning  in  1884  receiving  both  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  that  of  Master  of 
Arts.  He  then  engaged  in  the  teaching  profession 
in  secondary  schools  in  various  places  some  of  which 
were  in  New  England  and  New  Jersey. 

In  September,  1892,  Corliss  Fitzrandolph  came  to 
Staten  Island  becoming  principal  of  the  Great  Kills 
Public  School.  He  resigned  from  this  position  after 
four  years  of  service  in  order  to  pursue  further  post¬ 
graduate  studies  at  Columbia  University.  After  three 
years  spent  in  that  institution  he  became  principal  of 
the  Fifteenth  Avenue  School  at  Newark,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  where  he  remains  at  the  present  time. 


years  of  age  he  helped  organize  the  Brooklyn  Na¬ 
tional  Life  Insurance  Company  and  is  now  its  sec¬ 
retary.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Brook¬ 
lyn  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  a  director  of 
the  Brooklyn  National  Bank  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  Directors  of  the  Central  Branch  Y.  M. 
C.  A.,  and  one  of  the  five  national  trustees  of  Theta 
Chi  Fraternity.  Among  his  social  affiliations  may 
be  mentioned  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Brooklyn;  Uni¬ 
versity  Club;  Brooklyn  Heights  Casino,  a  world- 
famous  tennis  club  and  the  Richmond  County  Coun¬ 
try  Club.  Benjamin  Sanborn  Graham  married  Gladys 
Fisher  and  they  have  one  son,  James  Fisher  Graham. 
Katherine  Stevenson  Graham,  daughter  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  educated  at  Packer  Institute  and  at  North¬ 
western  University.  She  married  William  MacBride 
Young  who  is  associated  with  his  father-in-law  in 
business.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  have  two  children, 
Margaret  and  Katherine  Anne. 

ESLE  FITZRANDOLPH— In  the  early  history 
of  our  country,  especially  that  of  the  original  colo¬ 
nies  of  Rhode  Island  and  Virginia,  one  comes  upon 
the  family  of  Fitzrandolph,  whose  various  members 
were  among  the  founders  of  our  government.  Dr. 
Esle  Fitzrandolph,  principal  of  Public  School,  No. 
13,  Rosebank,  and  a  Staten  Island  resident  for  thirty- 
five  years,  is  truly  representative  of  the  ancestry 
from  which  he  is  descended. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Fitzrandolph  occurred  in  New 
Milton,  West  Virginia,  November  4,  1868,  his  par¬ 
ents  being  Franklin  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Fox)  Fitz¬ 
randolph,  both  members  respectively  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  old  Virginia  families  who  first  settled  and, 
later,  aided  in  the  development  of  their  native  dis¬ 
tricts  from  their  primitive  condition  to  that  of  pioneer 
States  of  the  Union.  They  were  landowners  and  fore¬ 
most  citizens,  being  gifted  with  a  warmth  of  national 
pride  as  well  as  having  a  knowledge  and  an  inter¬ 
est  in  educational  questions  and  public  issues  com¬ 
mon  to  their  day  and  generation. 

The  members  of  the  Randolph  family  who  were 
included  in  the  Continental  Congress  were  of  the 
Virginia  Randolphs,  and  were  descended  from  Colo¬ 
nel  William  Randolph,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
England  and  settled  on  Turkey  Island  on  the  coast 
of  Virginia.  This  branch  of  the  family  had  dropped 
the  first  syllable  of  the  old  English  name  Fitzran¬ 
dolph,  before  coming  to  America,  thus  leaving  the 
name  Randolph. 

The  first  member  to  come  here  of  the  branch  of 
the  Fitzrandolph  family  represented  on  Staten  Island 
today  by  Dr.  Esle  Fitzrandolph,  was  Edward  Fitz¬ 
randolph  who  married  Elizabeth  Blossom,  August 
xo,  1637.  One  of  their  children  was  Thomas  born 
on  August  16,  1659.  His  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Man¬ 
ning  took  place  November  23,  1686. 

To  the  latter  marriage  a  son,  Jonathan,  was  born 
January  12,  1692.  He  married  Mary  (surname  un¬ 
known),  who  became  the  mother  of  Samuel  Fitzran¬ 
dolph,  born  in  October,  1738.  The  latter  chose  as  his 
wife  Margaret  (surname  unknown),  born  in  1739, 
whom  he  took  in  marriage  March  25,  1761.  Their 
son,  Jonathan,  born  March  20,  1775,  became  the  hus¬ 
band  of  Mary  Davis. 

Jonathan  and  Mary  (Davis)  Fitzrandolph  were  the 
parents  of  Jeptha  Fitzrandolph,  whose  birth  occurred 
November  18,  1814.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
married  Deborah  Sutton,  the  union  taking  place 
February  7,  1836.  One  of  their  children  was  Frank¬ 
lin  Fitzrandolph,  born  November  9,  1836,  died  May 
16,  1925;  he  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Fox,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  Dr.  Esle  Fitzrandolph,  of  this 


ABEL  JOEL  GROUT,  Ph.  D.  — Associated  for 
almost  three  decades  with  the  school  system  of  the 
city  of  New  York  in  the  profession  of  teaching,  and 
for  the  past  two  decades,  since  1908  as  first  assistant 
professor  of  biology  at  Curtis  High  School,  New 
Brighton,  Dr.  Grout  is  now  (1930)  serving  on  the 
research  staff  of  the  Cold  Spring  Harbor  (New 
York)  Biological  Laboratory.  During  his  years  in  the 
field  of  pedagogy  many  students  have  benefited  by 
his  work  and  he  has  left  a  deep  impress  on  suc¬ 
cessive  generations  of  Staten  Island’s  youth.  He  is 
well  known  as  an  author,  especially  on  the  subject 
of  mosses,  in  which  branch  of  botany  he  is  con¬ 
sidered  an  authority. 

Abel  Joel  Grout  was  born  at  Newfane,  Vermont, 
March  24,  1867,  a  son  of  Joel  and  Martha  (Pike) 
Grout.  He  is  a  member  of  an  old  New  England 
family,  and  both  his  great-great-grandfather  and  his 
great-grandfather  fought  in  the  Battle  of  Benning- 
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ton  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  father,  who 
was  an  agriculturist,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War; 
the  Grout  family  has  acquitted  itself  as  representative 
citizens  in  various  walks  of  life.  Dr.  Grout  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  his  home  district  and  at 
the  University  of  Vermont,  where  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in  1890.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  took  post-graduate  courses  at  Columbia 
University,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  1897.  He  taught  science 
at  the  State  Normal  School,  at  Johnson,  in  his  native 
State,  and  at  the  State  Normal  School,  Plymouth, 
New  Hampshire,  during  1897-99.  In  1899  he  became 
a  permanent  resident  of  New  York  at  which  time  his 
connections  with  our  school  system  began.  His  first 
position  here  was  in  biology  at  the  Boys’  High  School, 
Brooklyn.  From  there  he  came,  in  1908,  to  Curtis 
High  School,  where  he  served  as  first  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  biology.  He  retired  from  the  New  York 
educational  system  February  3,  1930,  to  accept  a 
position  as  research  worker  on  bryophytes  on  the 
all-year  staff  of  the  Cold  Spring  Harbor  (New  York) 
Biological  Laboratory.  In  this  capacity  he  is  engaged 
in  writing  a  Moss  Flora  of  North  America,  the  first 
part  of  which  was  published  in  1928  as  volume  3, 
pt.  I.  He  is  the  author  of  several  books  on  mosses, 
widely  used  as  school  and  college  text  books,  includ¬ 
ing  “Mosses  with  a  Hand-Lens,”  third  edition  (1924); 
“Mosses  with  a  Hand-Lens  and  Microscope”  (1908); 
and  “Mosses  of  New  York  City  and  Vicinity”  (1916). 
For  many  years  he  has  made  a  special  study  of  mosses 
and  he  has  made  a  very  large  and  valuable  collection 
of  these  plants,  obtaining  specimens  from  South 
America,  Japan,  and  many  other  countries,  as  well 
as  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  He  has  also 
been  a  frequent  contributor  of  articles  on  scientific 
subjects  to  numerous  magazines,  including  “Harper’s” 
“St.  Nicholas,”  and  “Country  Life.”  Still  another 
subject  in  which  he  is  very  much  interested  is  photo¬ 
graphy  and  his  books  have  been  illustrated  by  him- 
>self  to  a  large  extent.  He  is  also  associate  editor  of 
the  “Bryologist.”  Though  naturally  his  educational  ac¬ 
tivities  receive  the  major  share  of  his  time  and  atten¬ 
tion,  he  has  taken  an  active  part  as  a  private  citizen 
in  civic  affairs,  ever  since  he  has  become  a  resident 
of  Staten  Island.  He  was  president  of  the  South 
Shore  Savings  and  Loan  Association,  1917-29,  a 
member  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  of 
several  other  organizations.  At  the  institute  he  has 
come  in  contact  with  the  authors  of  this  history  and 
their  interests  in  scientific  subjects  are  kindred  to  all 
three  gentlemen.  His  scientific  leanings  also  find 
expression  in  his  membership  in  the  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  of  which  he 
is  a  fellow,  and  in  the  Botanical  Society  of  America. 
He  attended  the  International  Botanical  Congress  at 
Cambridge,  England  (August,  1930),  as  a  member  of 
the  international  sub-committee  on  nomenclature  of 
bryophytes. 

Dr.  Grout  married  at  Essex  Junction,  Vermont, 
July  21,  1893,  Grace  Preston,  of  Natick,  Massachu- 
:  setts,  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Bridgewater,  that  State,  a  member  of  an  old  Colo¬ 
nial  family  and  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Clarinda 
\  (Kent)  Preston.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Grout  have  no  liv¬ 
ing  children.  Their  residence  is  at  No.  I  Vine  Street, 
St.  George,  and  in  summer  time  they  journey  to 
r  Newfane,  Vermont. 


CHARLES  WILLIAM  LENG  AND  WIL¬ 
LIAM  THOMPSON  DAVIS— In  the  fields  of 
natural  science,  art  and  literature,  when  one  has  long 


and  diligently  studied  in  such  cultural  activities  and 
especially  when  these  interests  are  applied  to  com¬ 
munity  welfare,  the  results  cannot  but  help  to  be  a 
lasting  service.  From  such  labors  on  the  part  of 
more  serious  minded  individuals  the  intellectual  fabric 
of  a  place  is  builded,  and  this  in  turn  forwards  the 
community  on  its  ascent  to  a  more  intellectual  life. 

Staten  Island,  the  seat  of  diverse  geological  origin, 
of  intense  historical  background  and  the  home  of 
unusual  and  talented  persons,  past  and  present,  has 
thus  presented  fertile  ground  for  the  writings  as 
contained  in  the  review,  of  which  this  narrative  is 
part,  “Staten  Island  and  Its  People — A  History.” 
Among  our  many  citizens,  two,  both  natives  of  our 
Island,  mature  in  years,  of  generous  and  unbiased 
attitude,  undertook  with  painstaking  care  the  com¬ 
prehensive  work  under  that  title,  and  happily,  after  a 
long  period  of  work,  can  now  sit  among  its  readers 
during  leisure  time  and  enjoy  the  contents. 

Taking  up  the  career  of  Charles  W.  Leng,  co¬ 
author  with  William  T.  Davis  of  our  new  history; 
his  place  of  birth,  April  6,  1859.  was  known  as 
Factoryville,  in  the  district  of  Castleton  Avenue  and 
Broadway,  now  West  New  Brighton.  His  parents 
were  John  Scott  and  Mary  Steels  (Wilson)  Leng, 
both  natives  of  Hull,  Yorkshire,  England,  the  former 
having  been  born  there  November  10,  1837,  and  the 
latter  August  5,  1835.  After  a  sound  education  in 
his  native  land,  supplemented  by  a  five-year  appren¬ 
ticeship  in  a  shipbroker’s  office  and  the  management 
for  two  years  of  a  Hull  lumber  firm,  John  S.  Leng 
came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  with  his  bride.  He  immediately  came  to  Staten 
Island  to  reside,  because  here  in  1852,  his  wife’s 
parents,  William  and  Martha  (Steels)  _  Wilson,  had 
already  established  themselves.  In  addition  to  their 
married  daughter,  Mary  Steels  Wilson,  the  elder 
Wilson  had  the  following  children:  Martha,  died 
unmarried;  Bridget,  married  Curtis  Judson  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  and  Edward,  who  went  west. 

John  S.  Leng  was  an  energetic  and  enterprising 
young  man,  as  he  was  already  accomplished  enough 
in  the  ways  of  business  to  begin,  shortly  after  his 
arrival  in  America,  the  trade  of  the  importation  of 
iron  and  steel.  With  success  he  continued  in  this 
branch  of  business  adding  other  allied  commodities 
and  so  continued  until  his  death,  February  1.  1888, 
being  survived  by  his  wife  whose  demise  occurred 
January  20,  1904.  He,  outside  of  his  business  hours, 
was  a  quiet  and  retiring  man  and  keenly  enjoyed  the 
pleasure  of  his  home.  His  one  other  activity,  how¬ 
ever,  was  his  church.  He  was  an  Episcopalian  and 
was  strong  in  his  advocacy  for  free  pews.  At  the 
time  there  was  a  movement  on  foot  called  Free  and 
Ooen  Church  Association  to  abolish  pew  rents.  John 
S.*  Leng  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  Charles  W.,  to  whom  this  narrative 
more  generally  refers;  Sarah  G.  and  Edith  U.,  both 
unmarried;  Grace  O.,  the  wife  of  Thomas  G.  Voorhis 
of  Staten  Island;  and  three  other  sons,  Percival  K., 
Edward  H.,  and  Theodore  C.  There  were  also  two 
children  who  died  in  infancy. 

Their  son,  Charles  W.  Leng,  obtained  his  early 
education  at  a  private  school  named  the  Lafayette 
Institute,  in  Brooklyn,  which  he  entered  1868,  remain¬ 
ing  there  until  the  school  disbanded  1872.  He  then 
took  up  studies  at  the  Brooklyn  Collegiate  and  Poly¬ 
technic  Institute,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Engineering,  in  1877. ,  When 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  entered  his  father’s  busi¬ 
ness  which  was  located  for  forty-two  years  at  No. 
4  Fletcher  Street,  New  York.  On  the  latter’s  death 
he  succeeded  to  the  management  and  operated  it 
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under  the  name  of  John  S.  Leng’s  Son  and  Com¬ 
pany,  until  June  i,  1919,  when  he  retired.  The  busi¬ 
ness  later  included  the  importation  of  steel  tubing 
and  the  jobbing  of  bicycles.  In  addition  to  their  New 
York  offices  the  firm  at  one  time  had  branches  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  Philadelphia  and  Boston.  Mr.  Leng, 
in  consequence,  was  for  two  terms  elected  president 
of  the  National  Cycle  Trade  Association. 

Always  interested  in  science  which  was  inspired 
by  his  inclinations,  amateur  research  work  and  edu¬ 
cation,  he  forewent  business  possible  opportunity  to 
enter  the  high  calling  in  which  he  has  so  notably 
succeeded.  Mr.  Leng  had  already  commenced  his 
studies  in  entomology  in  1873  and  continued  them 
throughout  his  business  career  to  the  extent  that  he 
was  elected  secretary  of  the  Natural  Science  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Staten  Island  from  1881  to  1885,  and  later 
in  1890  was  appointed  curator  of  the  Brooklyn  Ento¬ 
mological  Society.  In  1924  he  received  the  honor  of 
election  as  honorary  president  of  that  society.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  the  last-named  office  he  was  president  of 
the  New  York  Entomological  Society,  his  terms  of 
office  running  from  1907  to  1913.  Later  he  was 
elected  its  secretary  and  holds  that  office  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  Since  1917  he  has  been  secretary  of  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  was 
elected  the  director  in  1919.  He  has  been  a  Research 
Associate  of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  His¬ 
tory  since  1910  and  a  corresponding  member  of  the 
American  Entomological  Society  from  1924  to  the 
present.  Up  to  date  Mr.  Leng  has  contributed  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  entomological  papers,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  one  being,  “Rhynchophora  of  North  America,” 
written  in  conjunction  with  W.  S.  Blatchley  in  1916. 
He  compiled  also  in  1920,  a  “Catalogue  of  the 
Coleoptera  of  America,  North  of  Mexico,”  with  sup¬ 
plement  in  1927.  He  was  editor  of  the  section  of 
Coleoptera,  Biological  Abstracts,  for  two  years  and 
has  written  many  papers  on  Staten  Island  topics,  the 
foremost  one  being  an  “Early  Ecclesiastical  History,” 
1923;  a  list  of  Coleoptera,  1924,  written  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  William  T.  Davis,  his  co-worker.  “The 
History  of  the  Church  of  St.  Andrew,”  written  in 
1925  in  collaboration  with  Mr.  Davis  and  R.  W. 
Vosburgh,  is  also  another  valuable  contribution  to 
Staten  Island  archives.  Mr.  Leng  has  lectured  in 
the  schools  of  Staten  Island  and  the  institutions  of 
Richmond  Borough  on  various  subjects,  scientific 
and  historical.  At  the  present  time  he  holds  the 
office  of  Local  Historian  of  the  Borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  having  been  appointed  in  1923  by  the  late 
borough  president,  Calvin  D.  Van  Name.  'Mr.  Leng 
has  acted  in  a  similar  capacity  for  the  Historical 
Department  of  New  York  State  and  on  the  Advisory 
Board  of  the  recent  History  of  the  State  of  New 
York  his  name  is  mentioned.  An  extensive  traveler 
he  has  made  many  exploration  trips  far  afield  in  his 
studies.  Many  reference  works  dealing  with  science 
and  men  of  such  identity  also  include  his  name,  one 
of  them  being  the  current  issue  of  Encyclopedia 
Britannica.  Naturally  this  has  led  to  many  splendid 
acquaintances  abroad  and  in  this  country.  He  and 
Dr.  Nathaniel  L.  Britton,  a  native  of  Staten  Island, 
retired  director  of  the  New  York  Botanical  Gar¬ 
dens  and  noted  botanist,  enjoy  warm  friendship.  In 
his  service  at  the  Public  Museum  of  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  Mr.  Leng  has  many 
warm  friends,  young  and  adult,  who  are  likewise 
interested  in  such  subjects  and  it  is  sufficient  to  say 
that  the  visitors  there,  the  citizens  of  Staten  Island, 
number  among  such  a  happy  acquaintance. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  in  the  museum,  at  St. 
George,  he  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  both  the 


Staten  Island  Historical  Society  whose  headquarters 
are  in  the  Perine  House,  Dongan  Hills,  and  the 
Conference  House  at  Tottenville.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Historical  Society, 
was  secretary  from  1925  to  1928  of  the  Conference 
House  Association  and  is  now  its  historian.  He  is 
secretary  of  the  Staten  Island  Bird  Club  and  holds 
membership  in  various  other  societies  and  organiza¬ 
tions.  In  the  civic  progress  of  the  community  Mr. 
Leng  has  for  years  taken  part  in  many  movements 
affecting  its  welfare;  and  at  his  home,  No.  439  Clove 
Road,  West  New  Brighton,  he  assumes  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  average  quiet,  home-loving  man  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  devoted  family  and  an  enduring  circle 
of  friends.  His  chief  diversion  is  in  the  reading  of  a 
carefully  selected  library  and  the  study  of  his  collec¬ 
tion  of  Coleoptera.  His  mental  and  physical  activ¬ 
ities  are  stimulated  by  work  in  his  garden. 

On  October  1,  1884,  Mr.  Leng  married  Mary  E. 
Voorhis,  daughter  of  Thomas  G.  and  Elizabeth 
(Chalmers)  Voorhis  of  Staten  Island.  Mrs.  Leng  died 
September  22,  1888  and  on  August,  15,  1895,  he 
married  Marie  Beattie,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
J.  (Beattie)  Beattie  of  Salem,  New  York,  who  died 
July  1,  1901.  Mr.  Leng  subsequently  married,  on 
July  15,  1905,  Tillie  M.  Molitor,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Matilda  (Barsch)  Molitor,  of  New  York  City. 
Following  are  his  children:  1.  John  Voorhis,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1885;  died  in  1910.  2.  Mary  Elizabeth,  born 
November  11,  1886,  married  Walter  L.  McWilliams, 
of  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  they  have  three  daughters, 
Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  John  Page  Shumate;  Kathryn  V. 
and  Patricia  A.  3.  Charles  William,  born  August 
18,  1896,  married  Catherine  Leslie,  of  Albany,  New 
York,  and  they  have  three  children,  Beverly  A., 
Laurie  and  William  B.  Charles  William  Leng  is  a 
graduate  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  Lieutenant  of  Cavalry,  retired,  and  is 
now  in  business  at  Albany.  4.  Robert  Molitor,  born 
December  27,  1906,  a  graduate  of  Cornell  Univer¬ 
sity,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Army  Reserve  Corps,  now 
with  a  firm  of  certified  public  accountants  in  New 
York;  married  recently  Dorothy  Jarvis  of  West  New 
Brighton.  5.  Richard  Bertram,  born  December  26, 
1912,  a  graduate  of  Port  Richmond  High  School. 


William  T.  Davis,  co-author  of  “Staten  Island 
and  Its  People — A  History,”  was  born  in  New 
Brighton,  October  12,  1862,  the  son  of  George  B. 
and  Elizabeth  (Thompson)  Davis.  He  is  descended 
from  old  Massachusetts  and  Staten  Island  stock  who 
at  different  times  took  a  leading  part  in  the  civic 
progress  of  the  Island,  reference  to  them  being  made 
in  various  historical  chapters  of  this  work.  George 
B.  Davis  was  an  active  participant  in  the  Civil  War 
and  after  that  great  struggle  he  entered  banking 
business  and  in  time  became  an  executive  officer  with 
the  Bank  of  America,  Wall  and  William  streets, 
New  York. 

William  T.  Davis  obtained  his  education  in  private 
schools  on  Staten  Island,  following  which  he  became 
clerk  in  a  New  York  mercantile  house.  Shortly  after 
embarking  on  a  business  career  Mr.  Davis  was  | 

offered  a  position  in  the  Gratuity  Fund  Department 
of  the  New  York  Produce  Exchange,  which  he 
accepted,  and  was  connected  with  that  institution  for 
over  twenty-six  years.  For  three  years  previous  to 
his  resignation  from  business  in  1909,  he  was.  in  full 
charge  of  that  department,  under  a  board  of  trustees. 

He  had  long  in  mind  a  desire  to  devote  himself 
entirely  to  the  study  of  Natural  History.  This  he 
has  done,  and  that  he  has  succeeded  in  his  efforts 
is  evidenced  by  the  honors  which  he  has  received 
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from  his  co-workers  in  this  field  of  study.  For  years 
he  has  been  recognized  as  an  authority  on  the  local 
flora  and  fauna  and  has  lectured  on  these  and  various 
other  subjects,  scientific  and  historical.  His  early 
collections  of  the  plants  and  animals  of  Staten  Island 
have  been  extended  to  cover  other  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  in  the  Cicadidae  especially,  include  many 
types  of  the  new  species  he  has  described.  These  are 
stored  in  numerous  cabinets  and  boxes  and  are 
among  the  treasured  objects  in  the  Public  Museum. 

In  1906  Mr.  Davis  became  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
and  four  years  later,  he  was  elected  a  Fellow.  Ad¬ 
mitted  to  membership  in  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  May,  1910,  Mr.  Davis  was  elected  a 
Fellow  in  December  of  the  same  year.  The  Ento¬ 
mological  Society  of  America  made  him  a  Fellow 
on  December  29,  1917.  He  was  president  of  the 
Brooklyn  Entomological  Society  from  1912  to  1916 
and  again  in  1920.  He  is  also  president  of  the  New 
York  Entomological  Society  of  which  he  was  treas¬ 
urer  for  twenty-five  years.  The  Staten  Island  Bird 
Club  in  which  he  takes  a  deep  interest  chose  him 
president  for  eleven  years  from  1919  to  1930.  He  was 
elected  president  of  the  Staten  Island  Historical  So¬ 
ciety  in  1922  and  still  holds  that  office.  From  1904 
he  served  as  first  vice-president  of  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  original  meeting 
of  which  was  held  in  the  house  of  his  maternal  grand¬ 
father,  John  C.  Thompson,  in  St.  Mark’s  Place, 
corner  of  Hyatt  Street.  He  became  president  of  the 
institution  May  24,  1930.  He  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  movement  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Conference  House  and  is  a  trustee  and  vice-president 
of  the  Conference  House  Association.  His  interest 
in  these  institutions  has  been  not  alone  abstract,  but 
in  a  material  sense  he  has  aided  in  their  improve¬ 
ment. 

His  other  affiliations  include  membership  in  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  the  Academy  of  Nat¬ 
ural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia,  the  Boston  Society  of 
Natural  History,  the  American  Museum  of  Natural 
History,  the  New  York  Zoological  Society,  the 
Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  other 
learned  bodies. 

Mr.  Davis  has  made  a  number  of  excursions  in 
search  of  scientific  data  into  Southern  and  Eastern 
States,  the  Appalachian  and  Adirondack  mountains, 
and  in  various  parts  of  Florida.  Many  of  these  trips 
he  made  in  the  company  of  Charles  W.  Leng,  co¬ 
author  of  this  new  work.  Mr.  Davis  has  published 
a  number  of  articles  and  monographs  on  insect  life, 
particularly  on  Cicadas,  together  with  several  works 
relating  to  the  historical  aspects  of  Staten  Island. 
His  first  work  of  this  kind,  entitled  “Days  Afield 
on  Staten  Island,”  was  published  for  private  circula¬ 
tion  in  1892.  He  is  also  the  author  of  “Staten  Island 
Names,  Ye  Olde  Names  and  Nicknames,”  1896,  and 
“The  Conference  or  Billopp  House,  Staten  Island,” 
1926.  Other  books  on  Staten  Island  of  which  he  was 
part  author  were  a  work  on  the  Church  of  St. 
Andrew  and  a  volume  entitled  “Legends,  Stories 
and  Folklore  of  Old  Staten  Island:  the  North  Shore.” 
Mr.  Davis  is  one  of  the  board  of  editors  of  the  New 
York  State  List  of  Insects,  his  special  department 
being  articles  on  Orthoptera,  Dermaptera  and  Cica¬ 
didae. 

On  November  7,  1900,  Mr.  Davis  married  at 
Livingston,  Staten  Island,  Bertha  Mary  Fillingham, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Brook)  Filling- 
ham.  A  great  sorrow  came  into  his  life  a  little 
over  a  year  after  his  marriage,  when  on  December 
17,  1901,  Mrs.  Davis  passed  away.  His  father  died 


March  4,  1899,  and  his  mother,  with  whom  he  had 
made  his  home  in  the  Davis  family  residence  at  No. 
146  Stuyvesant  Place,  St.  George,  lived  until  April 
9,  1928,  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years. 


GEORGE  P.  ALLEN — In  the  ranks  of  the  edu¬ 
cational  profession,  George  P.  Allen  of  Tottenville, 
holds  a  place  of  prominence,  being  one  of  the  most 
able  and  erudite  teachers  in  the  metropolitan  district 
of  New  York,  and  since  1898,  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Tottenville  Public  School  No.  1  as  teacher 
of  the  graduating  class.  Mr.  Allen  is  an  avid  stu¬ 
dent  and  deeply  interested  in  the  science  of  pedagogy, 
and  he  has  ever  received  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
all  his  students  who  have  found  his  classes  most 
interesting  at  all  times. 

Mr.  Allen  was  born  in  Stuyvesant,  Columbia 
County,  New  York,  January  2,  1864,  son  of  William 
Freeman  and  Catherine  Sarada  (Pultz)  Allen,  both 
of  these  families  being  farmers  in  Columbia  and 
Albany  counties.  He  was  educated  in  the  district 
school  of  that  town  and  also  studied  high  school 
subjects  there,  entering  the  New  York  State  College 
for  Teachers  in  1890  and  graduated  in  1892,  with  a 
diploma  for  English.  He  at  once  commenced  his 
professional  career  and  accepted  a  position  here  on 
Staten  Island  at  Richmond  Valley  Public  School 
No.  2  in  September,  1892,  where  he  taught  for  three 
years,  when  he  resigned  to  return  to  New  York 
State  College  to  take  the  classical  course.  He  applied 
himself  assiduously  to  his  studies,  having  a  great  love 
for  learning,  with  the  result  that  he  was  graduated 
in  1897  receiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Pedagogy. 
In  October,  1897,  Mr.  Allen  returned  to  Richmond 
Valley  as  principal  of  his  former  school  and  in  that 
official  position  conducted  the  affairs  of  that  school 
for  one  term,  when  he  was  transferred  to  Public 
School  No.  1  at  Tottenville  where  he  has  ever  since 
continued  to  be  an  active  force  in  the  educational 
progress  of  this  vicinity.  Possessed  of  a  thorough 
understanding  of  child  psychology,  he  knows  his 
scholars’  needs  and  is  able  to  apply  individual  methods 
to  awaken  the  proper  interest  in  study  and  progres¬ 
sive  development.  He  is  a  favorite  with  all  his  pupils 
because  of  his  reasonable  and  kind  attitude,  while  at 
the  same  time  he  is  firm  when  the  welfare  of  the 
student  is  in  question.  Mr.  Allen  studied  English  and 
American  History  courses  at  Columbia  University, 
New  York,  during  his  summer  vacation  periods,  and 
also  took  courses  in  Literature  and  the  Philosophy 
of  Education  at  Cornell  University.  He  is  never 
content  to  rest  on  past  achievements  but  is  con¬ 
stantly  studying,  keeping  thoroughly  abreast  of  every 
new  method  or  attainment  in  modem,  progressive 
pedagogical  work.  On  Staten  Island,  he  takes  a 
prominent  part  in  all  civic  activities  and  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Teachers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  while  in  his  religious  affiliations,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

George  P.  Allen  married,  June  20,  1894,  Isabella 
Bussing,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  (Haswell) 
Bussing  of  Albany  County,  New  York.  Mrs.  Allen 
was  born  in  Bethlehem  Centre,  New  York,  where 
she  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  later 
graduated  at  Albany  Business  College.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Allen  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Stanley 
Freeman,  educated  in  Public  School  No.  1,  graduated 
from  Curtis  High  School  and  later  entered  Rutgers 
College,  New  Jersey,  from  which  he  graduated  with 
honors,  receiving  his  d.egree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  1925.  He  is  employed  in  the  Engineering  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Johnson  and  Johnson  Company,  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey.  He  married  Ruth  Todd, 
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and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Freeman  Edward. 
2.  Margaret  Sarada,  a  graduate  of  Public  School 
No.  i  and  of  Curtis  High  School.  She  subsequently 
entered  Vassar  College  as  an  honor  pupil  and  grad- 
uated  from  that  famous  institution  of  learning  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1922.  She  married 
Donald  Knapp  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  and 
they  have  two  children:  David  Winthrop,  and 
Patricia  Anne. 


DONALD  EDWARD  LAW,  M.  D.— Son  of 

George  E.  and  Julia  (Hull)  Law,  Donald  Edward 
Law  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  on  July  15, 
1892.  Graduating  from  the  Fort  Ann  (New  York) 
High  School,  in  1911,  he  took  his  college  course  at 
Dartmouth  College,  class  of  1915,  and  received  his 
degree,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  from  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York  City  three 
years  later.  He  now  resides  at  West  New  Brighton, 
and  has  his  offices  at  No.  107  Central  Avenue, 
Tompkinsville. 

Dr.  Law  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Medical  Association,  the  New  York  State  Medical 
Society,  and  the  American  Medical  Association.  He 
is  also  a  Master  Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club;  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
He  is  an  ex-interne  of  Sloane  Hospital  for  Women, 
and  the  Staten  Island  Hospital. 


DAVID  COLEMAN,  M.  D.— The  medical  pro¬ 
fession  offers  unique  opportunity  for  great  skill  and 
humanitarianism;  and  recorded  in  the  history  of 
American  medicine  are  the  names  of  many  who 
have  attained  a  high  degree  of  scientific  and  technical 
knowledge  and  application  of  such  learning,  and  who 
have,  at  the  same  time,  exhibited  rich  qualities  of 
sentiment  toward  the  sick  and  the  maimed.  Their 
ministrations  have  lightened  pain,  overcome  disease, 
and  revived  the  hope  and  courage  of  countless  num¬ 
bers  who  might  otherwise  despair  and  live  an  agon¬ 
ized  life  of  hopelessness.  Such  a  knight  of  the  medical 
profession  is  Dr.  David  Coleman,  dean  of  physicians 
and  surgeons,  of  Tottenville,  Staten  Island.  Dr. 
Coleman  was  born  on  July  4,  1852,  in  Springfield, 
Massachusetts,  son  of  Timothy  and  Elizabeth  Bessie 
(Fleming)  Coleman,  and  one  of  a  family  of  eleven. 
His  father  was  born  in  Ireland,  of  Welsh  and  Irish 
parentage,  his  mother  was  of  Scotch  ancestry  and  the 
family  is  now  about  a  century  old  in  America.  He 
studied  in  the  schools  of  Springfield,  Bernardston  and 
West  Otis  until  the  age  of  sixteen;  having,  in  the 
latter  town,  attended  what  was  then  a  graded  school 
which  was  equivalent  to  our  academy  of  the  present 
day.  Later  he  taught  school,  but  being  drawn  to  the 
medical  profession  he  enrolled  at  the  Flower  College 
of  Medicine  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1884,  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  first  served 
as  interne  and  in  clinics  at  the  Hannahan  Hospital, 
then  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twenty-third  Street 
and  Third  Avenue,  New  York.  This  hospital  was 
under  the  control  of  the  Flower  Hospital.  Choosing 
Staten  Island  as  his  place  of  residence  he  has  since 
that  period  been  a  practicing  physician  and  surgeon 
in  Tottenville.  He  used  to  visit  the  large  homeopathic 
hospital  on  Ward’s  Island  and  the  Wilson  Mission 
School,  which  was  in  reality  a  hospital  for  children 
and  supported  by  public  gifts.  He  was  for  a  time 
assistant  to  Dr.  Beyea,  noted  specialist,  in  obstetrics, 
and_  was  in  charge  of  various  other  clinics,  also  held 
clinics  for  Drs.  Thompson  and  Cornell.  He  has  the 
unique  record  of  having  brought  into  this  world 
more  than  three  thousand  babies.  Being  of  a  philan¬ 
thropic  nature,  his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  poor  have 


been  legion;  and  during  the  World  War,  so  con¬ 
spicuous  were  his  services  to  the  women  and  children 
left  at  home,  that  he  received  a  special  card  of 
thanks  from  President  Woodrow  Wilson.  He  has 
won  the  highest  respect  for  his  professional  skill, 
and  the  love  and  admiration  of  both  rich  and  poor, 
in  an  ever  enlarging  circle  of  service. 

Dr.  Coleman  is  president  of  the  medical  staff,  and 
was  for  three  years  active  chief  of  the  obstetrical 
department  of  the  Richmond  Memorial  Hospital.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County  Medical  Society. 
His  fraternal  connections  are  with  the  Alumni  of 
the  Flower  Hospital,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics.  He  has 
written  extensively  for  various  medical  publications 
and  has  had  many  interesting  cases  during  his  long 
years  of  practice.  During  the  great  Civil  War  in  our 
country  Dr.  Coleman  tried  to  enlist  in  the  army  but 
his  effort  was  in  vain.  However,  he  had  two  brave 
brothers  who  served  their  country  during  that  period. 

On  January  4,  1873  David  Coleman  married  Mary 
Smith,  daughter  of  Ensign  T.  and  Almira  (Ely) 
Smith.  Mrs.  Coleman  is  a  descendant  of  Governor 
Winthrop  of  Massachusetts  Colony  fame,  also  of 
Dr.  Richard  Ely,  who  came  from  Plymouth,  Eng¬ 
land,  to  Boston,  in  1655,  and  settled  in  Lyme,  Con¬ 
necticut,  in  1660.  Dr.  William  Ely,  the  founder  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Columbia 
University,  is  of  the  same  family.  Her  forebears 
and  members  of  the  present  generation  of  her  fam¬ 
ily  have  distinguished  themselves  as  soldiers  in  every 
war  since  the  Revolution.  Major  Ely  of  Governor’s 
Island  is  also  connected  with  this  branch  of  the 
Ely  family.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Coleman  have  been 
born  two  children:  David  Flemming,  (q.  v.)  a  pro¬ 
fessor  at  the  Stuyvesant  High  School  in  New  York; 
and  Bessie,  who  married  George  F.  Scull,  a  patent 
lawyer,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  Cole¬ 
man,  aged  seventeen  years.  Dr.  Coleman  has  al¬ 
ways  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  life  of  Totten¬ 
ville  and  in  the  island  as  a  whole.  He  enjoys  good 
literature,  music,  the  opera  and  the  theatre  but  his 
love  for  children  is  his  chief  joy,  and  there  are  but 
few  of  his  youthful  neighbors  who  do  not  admire 
him  likewise.  He  is  also  held  high  in  the  respect 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  His  family  residence  is  at  No. 
7497  Amboy  Road. 

HON.  JOSEPH  BRECKINRIDGE  HANDY 

— For  more  than  three  decades,  as  a  member  of  the 
Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  for  almost  a 
similar  period  resident  of  Staten  Island,  Judge  Handy 
has  in  that  time  rendered  valuable  service  here  as 
a  citizen.  His  interesting  career  as  an  educator,  an 
officer  in  the  Spanish-American  War  and  as  one  time 
Judge  of  the  Magistrate’s  Court,  cannot  but  help 
reflect  the  sturdy  forebear  of  which  he  is  descendant. 

Taking  up  the  genealogy  of  the  Handy  family  the 
original  progenitor  in  America  came  from  England 
and  settled  in  Maryland  in  Colonial  times.  Samuel 
Handy,  a  native  of  Freckenham  Hundred,  Wor¬ 
cestershire,  England,  came  here  on  the  bark,  “As¬ 
surance,”  and  landed  on  the  mainland  of  Maryland, 
at  Annapolis,  in  1664.  (According  to  Hotten’s  List 
another  Samuel  Handy,  who  may  have  been  the 
grandfather  of  the  progenitor  herein,  had  previously 
established  himself  at  Barbados,  in  the  West  Indies, 
in  1635.  This  conjecture,  although  probable,  has 
never  been  definitely  established).  Our  Samuel  Handy 
married  Mary  Sewell  on  March  31,  1679,  and  they 
had  fourteen  children  of  whom  a  son,  Isaac,  is  men¬ 
tioned  as  one. 

Isaac  Handy,  a  colonel  in  the  Colonial  Forces, 
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was  born  April  13,  1706,  in  Somerset  County,  Mary¬ 
land.  He  married,  April  27,  1726,  Ann  Dashiell,  of 
old  French  extraction  and  to  them  were  born  a  large 
family,  among  them  being  Captain  George  Handy, 
next  in  direct  line  of  descent.  The  family  was  of 
aristocratic  bearing  and  means;  and  among  their 
possessions  were  large  tracts  of  land  which  they  cul¬ 
tivated,  sailing  vessels  used  for  trade  with  the  West 
Indies  and  Continental  Europe,  and  a  retinue  of 
slaves,  the  ownership  of  which  was  customary  in 
those  days. 

Captain  George  Handy  was  born  October  10,  1727, 
in  Somerset  County,  Maryland,  and  was  a  ship 
owner  and  trader.  During  the  Revolutionary  period 
he  was  a  supporter  of  the  Colonial  movement  and 
gave  freely  of  his  time  and  finance  in  their  behalf. 
On  one  occasion  he  drove  from  Salisbury,  Maryland, 
to  Philadelphia  with  eight  thousand  silver  dollars 
which  he  delivered  to  Robert  Morris,  financier  of 
the  Revolution,  to  be  used  for  the  Colonial  cause. 
The  marriage  of  Captain  George  Handy  to  Nellie 
Gillis,  of  early  pioneer  stock,  took  place  February 
7,  1755.  To  this  union  was  born  in  Somerset  County 
on  January  6,  1765,  among  a  number  of  children, 
William,  known  affectionately  by  the  family  as  “Big 
Billy  Handy,”  a  man  of  genial  personality  who  fol¬ 
lowed  the  occupation  of  his  forebears.  The  marriage 
of  William  Handy  and  Elizabeth  Ker,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Jacob  Ker,  and  a  great-grandchild  of  Walter 
Ker,  the  Scotch  emigrant  who  settled  in  Freehold, 
New  Jersey,  in  1685,  was  recorded  on  February  7, 
1789- 

William  W.  Handy,  eighth  eldest  son  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Ker)  Handy,  and  one  of  ten  children, 
was  born  February  21,  1802.  He  was  a  graduate 
of  Princeton  University  and,  contrary  to  the  occu¬ 
pational  trend  of  his  ancestors,  followed  a  successful 
career  in  law.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
Maryland  Senate  and  was  active  in  the  local  politics 
of  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland.  William  W. 
Handy  was  married  at  Brownsville,  Virginia,  on 
October  8,  1834,  to  Sarah  Brown  Upshur,  a  member 
of  a  prominent  family  from  the  eastern  shore  of 
Virginia.  He  was  the  father  of  five  children,  among 
them  the  Rev.  William  C.  Handy,  father  of  our 
subject.  The  death  of  William  W.  Handy  occurred 
on  July  31,  1857. 

William  C.  Handy  received  his  early  education  in 
the  local  schools  of  Princess  Anne,  Maryland,  and 
later  attended  Princeton  University  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1855.  His  theological 
degree  was  obtained  at  Danville  Seminary,  Danville, 
Kentucky.  Like  his  people  before  him,  Rev.  Handy 
embraced  the  Presbyterian  faith  and  for  a  number* 
of  years  he  held  the  pastorate  in  various  churches 
of  his  denomination  in  Maryland  until  1874.  At  that 
time  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  at  Schoharie,  New  York,  which  he  served 
until  1904  -when  he  retired  as  Pastor  Emeritus. 
Shortly  after  he  returned  to  his  native  home  in 
Princess  Anne,  where  his  death  occurred  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1909.  The  marriage  of  Rev.  William  C.  Handy 
to  Marie  L.  Breckinridge,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Robert  J.  and  Ann  Sophonisba  (Preston)  Breck¬ 
inridge,  was  celebrated  at  Breadalbane,  near  Lexing¬ 
ton,  Kentucky,  on  October  1,  1857.  Rev.  Breckin¬ 
ridge  was  a  native  of  Cabellsdale,  Kentucky.  The 
Breckinridges  were  of  Scotch  descent  and  settled  in 
Virginia  in  1734,  the  progenitor  being  Alexander 
Breckinridge.  They  remained  here  for  two  genera¬ 
tions  and  then  migrated  to  Lexington  where  John 
Breckinridge,  grandson  of  Alexander  and  father  of 
S.  I.— 5 


Rev.  Dr.  Robert  J.,  became  eminent  politically,  serv¬ 
ing  as  Attorney- General  in  the  Cabinet  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  as  Senator  from  Kentucky.  To  the 
union  of  Rev.  William  C.  and  Marie  L.  (Breckin¬ 
ridge)  Handy  were  born  eight  children  as  follows: 
x.  Robert  B.,  deceased,  educator  and  writer,  and  for 
many  years  associated  with  the  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture  in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  2. 
William  C.,  deceased,  prominent  attorney,  for  many 
years  editor-in-chief  of  the  “St.  Paul  Pioneer  Press” 
and  comptroller  for  six  years  of  the  city  of  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota.  3.  Levin  I.,  deceased,  attorney  and  orator, 
member  of  Congress  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in  the 
State  of  Delaware,  the  only  third  degree  Mason  in 
the  United  States,  elected  as  Grand  Master  of  a 
Grand  Lodge.  4.  John  U.,  deceased,  an  educator, 
real  estate  and  insurance  dealer  of  St.  Paul,  Minne¬ 
sota.  5.  Charles  B.,  died  in  infancy.  6.  Mary  P.,  died 
unmarried,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three.  7.  Sophonisba, 
now  wife  of  Dr.  Teackle  J.  Smith  of  Princess  Anne, 
Maryland.  8.  Joseph  B.,  of  whom  further. 

The  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Handy,  it  would  appear,  was 
destined  to  become  more  permanently  situated  in  the 
Empire  State,  for  here  he  was  born  and  has  since 
lived  except  for  the  years  spent  South  during  his 
education  and  as  a  teacher.  His  birth  occurred  at 
New  Scotland,  Albany  County,  New  York,  on  Jan¬ 
uary  17,.  1873.  At  the  age  of  eight  years  he  went 
to  Virginia  with  his  parents  and  after  the  usual 
preliminary  local  schooling  afforded  boys  in  North¬ 
ampton  County,  he  attended  Washington  Academy  in 
Maryland,  where  he  prepared  for  college.  He  sub¬ 
sequently  entered  the  University  of  Delaware,  being 
graduated  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  class 
of  1893.  The  profession  of  teaching  next  called  his 
attention  and  for  three  years  he  was  principal  of 
public  schools  in  Delaware  City  and  Newark,  Del¬ 
aware.  During  these  years  he  also  had  a  leaning 
toward  the  study  of  law  and  after  his  resignation  he 
returned  North  and  entered  the  offices  of  Krum  and 
Grant,  well  known  attorneys  of  Schoharie.  With 
diligence  and  determination  he  soon  mastered  the 
early  learnings  of  his  profession,  but  an  interrup¬ 
tion  came  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American 
War.  He  was  appointed  staff  captain  in  the  Volun¬ 
teer  Army  of  the  United  States  by  President  Mc¬ 
Kinley  and  served  in  the  Philippine  Insurrection,  from 
June,  1898,  to  December,  1899.  After  being  mustered 
out  of  service  he  returned  to  Schoharie,  took  examina¬ 
tions,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of 
1900.  He  at  once  took  up  the  private  practice  of  law 
at  Schoharie  where  he  remained  for  the  following 
three  years.  In  1903  he  came  to  Staten  Island  to  live 
and  continued  his  practice  in  association  with  the  law 
firm  of  Hotchkiss  and  Barber  in  Manhattan,  subse¬ 
quently  opening  offices  at  No.  149  Broadway. 

Judge  Handy’s  rise  in  the  legal  profession  was 
rapid,  due  both  to  his  knowledge  of  the  law  and  the 
esteem  in  which  he  has  been  held  by  those  of  his 
profession  and  by  his  fellow-citizens.  His  appoint¬ 
ment  as  city  magistrate  evidences  this  esteem,  and 
an  editorial  contained  in  the  Staten  Island  World  on 
January  4,  1908,  bore  the  following  tribute: 

As  Joseph  B.  Handy  of  New  Brighton  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Mayor  McClellan  on  Thursday  to  suc¬ 
ceed  John  Croak  of  the  City  Magistrate’s  Court, 
First  District,  whose  term  expired  on  December 
31st  last,  it  was  something  that  was  anticipated 
after  the  endorsement  given  him  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Democratic  General  Committee 
for  the  position.  The  selection  of  Mr.  Handy  for  the 
position  of  Magistrate  is  indeed  a  fitting  one,  as  he 
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is  a  very  successful  practitioner,  having  a  profound 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  his  experience  in  con¬ 
ducting  cases  in  various  courts  makes  him  exceed¬ 
ingly  efficient  to  be  a  model  Magistrate  reflecting 
credit  on  himself,  and  at  the  same  time  greatly 
honoring  Richmond  Borough.  His  appointment 
meets  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  and  he  is  to  be 
tendered  our  heartiest  congratulations  and  well 
wishes  for  future  success. 

This  warm  tribute  was  not  without  justice,  as 
Judge  Handy  continued  in  the  office  of  City  Magis¬ 
trate  until  1918,  thus  completing  a  term  of  ten  years 
upon  the  bench  in  which  he  was  known  for  his 
impartial  decisions  and  manner  of  tempering  justice 
with  mercy.  He  has  since  conducted  a  private  legal 
practice,  his  office  being  situated  in  the  Pape  Build¬ 
ing  at  Stapleton. 

Professionally  Judge  Handy  is  a  member  of  the 
Richmond  County  and  the  New  York  State  Bar 
Associations;  and  in  fraternal  circles  is  affiliated  with 
Richmond  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Tyrian 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Empire  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar,  Albany  Consistory  of  the  Scottish 
Rite  Masons,  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon  and  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  He  is  a  Past  District  Deputy  of  the 
Richmond  Masonic  District.  The  Washington  Cor¬ 
ral  Military  Order  of  Carabae;  the  Veterans  of  the 
Spanish-American  War  also  number  him  as  a  mem¬ 
ber.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  his  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His 
interests  in  things  civic  and  social  are  of  a  lively 
nature. 

Judge  Handy  was  married  in  Philadelphia,  on 
June  22,  1898,  to  Helen  T.  Calvert,  daughter  of 
Pehrson  B.  and  Clara  (Thomson)  Calvert.  The 
Thomson  and  Calvert  families  were  of  Scotch  and 
English  origin  respectively  and  have  long  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  and  about  Philadelphia,  the  former  since 
1733  and  the  latter  since  1808.  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Handy  have  seven  children:  1.  Joseph  B.,  who  was 
married  to  Alice  E.  Benjamin,  daughter  of  Edgar 
L.  and  Joanna  Hillyer  (Egbert)  Benjamin  of  Port 
Richmond.  His  death  occurred  July  5,  1923.  2. 

Clara  T.,  now  wife  of  Dr.  Alexander  Ashley  Weech, 
of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  member  of  an  old  Mary¬ 
land  family.  3.  Calvert,  died  in  infancy.  4.  Francis 
L.,  who  married  Elizabeth  Ritter  Andrews  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  associated 
with  the  executive  offices  in  the  Pittsburgh  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Great  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Tea  Company. 
5.  Cabell  P.,  pursuing  a  course  in  engineering  at  the 
University  of  Alabama,  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama.  6. 
Helen  C.  and  7.  Elizabeth  K.,  both  attending  Dongan 
Hall  Preparatory  School  at  Dongan  Hills.  The 
Handy  residence  is  at  No.  120  Townsend  Avenue, 
Stapleton. 


ISAAC  WINTER — Isaac  Winter,  who  was 
an  Englishman  by  birth  but  a  resident  of  Staten 
Island  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  lifetime, 
followed  the  vocation  of  a  leather  manufacturer  with 
headquarters  in  New  York  City  until  his  death 
in  1915.  Through  his  marriage  to  Jessie  Fremont 
Corbett,  two  old  English  families  of  influence  and 
culture  were  thus  united  here  on  Staten  Island. 

Isaac  Winter  was  born  November  24,  1844  in 
Lancashire,  England,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Alice 
Winter  of  that  country.  Coming  to  the  United  States 
in  i860  a  well  educated  person  he  became  interested 
in  the  leather  manufacturing  industry  in  New  York 
City.  He  soon  acquired  a  knowledge  of  this  industry 
and  became  employed  by  a  firm  in  Manhattan  where 
he  steadily  worked  his  way  up  from  a  humble  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  beginner  to  the  head  of  a  concern.  At  the 


AND  ITS  PEOPLE 

time  of  his  death  in  1915  he  was  well  known  as 
a  leather  manufacturer  and  a  man  of  broad  interests. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  Order. 

Mr.  Winter  married  Jessie  Fremont  Corbett, 
daughter  of  former  Judge  William  W.  and  Mary 
(Davis)  Corbett  of  Staten  Island.  The  story  of 
Judge  Corbett  is  one  worthy  of  the  best  citizenship 
and  tradition  of  Staten  Island  history. 

William  W.  Corbett  was  born  in  Birmingham, 
England,  in  1822,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1840.  Three  years  later  he  went  to  Canada  where 
he  remained  for  several  years  and  during  his  residence 
there  was  married  to  Mary  Davis.  On  his  return 
to  the  States  he  worked  in  New  York  City  until  1851 
when  he  moved  to  Stapleton  to  take  charge  of  the 
sash  and  blind  factory  of  the  late  Elwood  Taylor. 
After  remaining  there  three  years  he  went  to  Port 
Richmond  where  he  established  a  sash  and  blind 
factory  of  his  own  and  carried  on  an  enterprising 
business.  Later  this  plant  was  transferred  to  New 
Brighton  where  he  continued  in  business  until  1870. 

In  the  year  1861  under  President  Lincoln’s  adminis¬ 
tration,  Mr.  Corbett  was  appointed  night  inspector 
of  customs  of  the  old  Quarantine  district  at  Tomp- 
kinsville  and  held  this  position  for  five  years.  At 
the  end  of  this  term  he  was  promoted  to  day  inspec¬ 
tor  with  two  assistants  and  his  district  included  all 
Staten  Island  and  Bayonne.  He  remained  in  this 
position  until  the  second  year  of  the  administration 
of  President  Cleveland.  The  position  of  justice  of 
the  peace  was  meted  out  to  Mr.  Corbett  in  1868  and 
he  held  this  post  for  six  consecutive  terms.  He  was 
Judge  of  the  Sessions  Court  for  ten  years  and  sat 
on  the  bench  with  Judges  Metcalfe,  Westervelt  and 
Stephens.  In  politics  Judge  Corbett  was  always  an 
active  Republican  and  was  one  of  the  five  organizers 
of  that  party  on  the  North  Shore.  He  served  as 
secretary  of  the  first  Republican  General  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  county  of  which  William  Curtis  was 
president  and  also  served  two  terms  as  president  of 
the  general  committee. 

For  ten  years  Judge  Corbett  was  general  manager 
of  the  Henderson  estate.  He  was  at  one  time  agent 
for  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Chil¬ 
dren  and  was  the  head  of  a  local  detective  agency 
which  was  established  with  the  approval  and  coopera¬ 
tion  of  the  county  courts  and  police  department. 

A  useful  life  and  a  long  one  came  to  an  end  when 
Judge  Corbett  died  June  1,  1900. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Winter  were  the  parents  of 
three  children.  Both  Florence  and  Maud  died  in 
infancy.  A  son,  William  W.,  was  born  July  24, 
1888  and  died  March  21,  1919.  He  married  Brittania 
Skiffington,  who  was  born  April  25,  1888  and  was  a 
daughter  of  William  C.  and  Ellen  A.  (McCabe) 
Skiffington  of  Brooklyn.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skif¬ 
fington  died  several  years  ago  and  are  buried  in 
Brooklyn. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  W.  Winter  four  children 
were  bom:  1.  Dorothy  B.,  the  eldest,  was  born 
November  1,  1910.  She  was  graduated  from  Public 
School  No.  17,  New  Brighton,  and  after  attending 
Curtis  High  School  for  three  years  entered  St.  Peter’s 
High  School  for  Girls,  where  she  obtained  her  high 
school  diploma.  She  is  employed  in  Manhattan  at  a 
worthwhile  and  responsible  position.  2.  William  W., 
Jr.,  born  May  23,  1912,  was  also  graduated  from 
Public  School  No.  17,  attended  Curtis  High  School 
and  is  now  employed  by  the  American  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  Company  of  New  York  City.  3.  Jessie 
Fremont,  born  June  29,  1914,  attended  Public  School 
No.  45.  4.  Kenneth  J.,  was  born  August  21,  1918 
and  attends  Public  School  No.  45. 
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Members  of  the  Winter  family  attend  the  Church 
of  the  Sacred  Heart  in  West  Brighton.  The  Winter 
residence  is  located  at  No.  373  Pelton  Avenue,  West 
Brighton. 


MALCOLM  J.  CAMERON— No  doubt  one  of 
the  sterling  characteristics  that  can  be  possessed  by 
an  individual  is  a  keen  and  finely  equipped  mind  that 
has  been  developed  through  a  constant  enriching  of 
the  intellect  and  the  decisive  functioning  of  such  an 
attribute.  This  characteristic  is  often  sustained  from 
one  generation  to  another,  and  one  is  prone  to  find, 
in  the  lives  of  his  forebears,  inspiration  and  examples 
of  fortitude  incentive  to  the  carrying  on  and  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  life’s  hopes  and  ambitions.  Today  a  most 
genuine  application  of  such  a  heritage  is  to  be  found 
in  the  generation  of  the  family  of  which  Malcolm 
J.  Cameron  is  a  member.  Historically,  the  Camerons 
are  of  an  old  Scotch  clan  who  were  seated  in  their 
native  land  for  ages  past,  contributing  by  their  gal¬ 
lant  services  to  king  and  country,  and  thereby  adding 
to  the  glorious  deeds  of  their  race. 

Nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  three 
brothers  came  to  America,  the  date  given  being  about 
1790.  William  settled  in  Southwestern  Virginia  in 
that  part  which  is  now  Tennessee;  John  located  in 
Eastern  North  Carolina;  and  the  other  returned  to 
his  native  land  because  of  his  extreme  dislike  for  the 
practice  of  slavery  which  was  prevalent  throughout 
most  of  the  country. 

The  Rev.  William  Cameron,  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  Staten  Island  Cameron,  was  the  son  of  John 
who  came  from  Scotland.  As  rector  of  the  old  Bland- 
ford  Church  of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  he  was  highly 
regarded  in  his  calling  and  a  profound  student  on 
the  subject  of  religion.  His  wife,  Nancy  Call,  was 
a  member  of  an  old  Colonial  family  of  Virginia. 

John  Cameron,  son  of  the  Rev.  William  Cameron, 
was  a  man  of  comfortable  situation  and  influence  at 
Hillsboro  and  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  where  he  suc¬ 
cessively  lived.  He  was  a  captain  of  the  United  States 
Army  during  the  Mexican  War,  serving  until  the 
termination  of  that  conflict.  His  wife  was  Frances 
Hawks,  also  of  a  noted  Virginia  family;  and  by  this 
union  there  were  two  sons:  Frank,  who  graduated 
from  Annapolis  Naval  Academy  during  the  Civil 
War,  but  was  held  an  interne  because  of  his  pro¬ 
southern  allegiance;  and  John  M.,  of  whom  further 
mention. 

Throughout  three  previous  generations  of  Cam¬ 
erons,  their  marriages  into  Southern  families  brought 
them  added  fame  because  of  the  conspicuous  services 
rendered  by  their  allied  families  to  their  different  com¬ 
munities  and  through  their  participation  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution.  The  Calls  and  Amblers  of  Virginia 
are  numbered  among  their  patriots  who  fought  in 
that  war  for  independence. 

John  M.  Cameron,  son  of  John  and  father  of  our 
Malcolm  J.  Cameron,  was  a  native  of  Petersburg, 
Virginia.  He  received  his  preliminary  schooling  at 
Bingham  Military  Academy,  North  Carolina,  from 
whence  he  entered  the  University  of  that  State.  With 
the  coming  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  the  3d 
Alabama  Regiment  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederacy, 
which  later  was  taken  into  the  3d  Army  Corps  of  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  as  part  of  the  brigade, 
proudly  known  as  Stonewall  Jackson’s  Brigade. 
Though  he  began  his  military  career  as  a  humble 
private  soldier,  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  major,  through 
his  valiant  service  to  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy. 
He  became  attached  to  the  staffs  of  Generals  Battle, 
Ewell  and  Pryor,  three  extremely  able  men  of  the 
South.  General  Battle  was  the  father  of  George 
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Gordon  Battle,  a  celebrated  attorney  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  while  General  Pryor  later  became  a 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  After  the  war  John  M.  Cameron  removed  to 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he  became  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  grain  business,  principally  as  an  ex¬ 
porter.  He  was  an  astute  business  man,  and  in 
private  life  retiring.  Baltimore  remained  his  home 
until  a  few  years  before  his  death,  which  came  while 
he  was  sojourning  in  Milford,  Pennsylvania.  His  wife 
was  Elizabeth  H.  FitzPatrick,  who  was  brought 
here  as  a  child  from  Dublin,  Ireland,  by  her  parents, 
Nicholas  and  Elizabeth  (Maurice)  FitzPatrick.  Her 
father  was  a  linen  draper  in  that  city  and  came  to 
America  during  the  height  of  the  Smith-O’Brien 
Insurrection,  because  of  his  activity  in  that  cause. 
John  Malcolm  Cameron  was  the  father  of  three  sons 
and  one  daughter:  Dr.  Frank  K.,  who  is  now  living 
at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  is  a  soil  analysist  and  was 
formerly  connected  with  the  Bureau  of  Agriculture 
of  the  United  States  Government;  Thomas  F., 
manager  of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  Baltimore 
Fidelity  Insurance  Company;  Helen  E.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Edward  D.  Anderson  of  Pensacola,  Florida,  an 
insurance  actuary;  and  Malcolm  J.,  whom  this  review 
chiefly  concerns. 

The  early  life  of  Malcolm  J.  Cameron  was  spent  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he  was  born  on  March 
13,  1870,  and  where  he  received  his  early  schooling. 
Later  he  attended  Johns  Hopkins  University  and 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  class  of  1891. 
After  coming  north  from  his  native  city  he  entered 
the  Schools  of  Political  Science  and  Law  at  Colum¬ 
bia  University,  and  by  1894,  through  diligent  study 
and  application,  had  earned  the  degrees  of  Master 
of  Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Laws.  His  early  law  prac¬ 
tice  found  him  with  a  hard  uphill  climb  but  he 
managed  to  succeed  to  a  substantial  degree.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  the  latter  year  and 
followed  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession  for 
some  time.  His  practice  in  New  York  was  mainly 
devoted  to  real  estate  law.  Specializing  in  this 
branch,  he  became  associated  with  the  Title  Guarantee 
and  Trust  Company  in  1903.  He  had  been  coming 
to  Staten  Island  for  temporary  visits,  and  finding 
congenial  acquaintances  and  pleasant  surroundings, 
his  permanent  residence  became  established  here  in 
the  latter  year.  In  1918  he  was  appointed  to  the 
position  of  general  manager  of  the  Staten  Island 
Branch  of  the  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Company 
and  has  since  remained  in  this  capacity.  He  is  well 
known  in  professional  and  business  circles  and  takes 
an  interest  in  the  civic  and  social  progress  of  this 
community,  aiding  from  time  to  time  in  movements 
for  its  betterment.  In  addition  to  his  other  activities 
Mr.  Cameron  is  a  director  in  the  Westerleigh  Build¬ 
ing  Loan  and  Savings  Association,  a  prominent  build¬ 
ing  loan  corporation  on  Staten  Island. 

He  is  a  member  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega  College 
Fraternity,  the  Empire  State  Society  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  the  Alumni  Associations  of 
Johns  Hopkins  University  and  the  Columbia  Law 
School,  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Association,  and 
the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Rotary  Club, 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order. 

On  August  29,  1900,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
Malcolm  J.  Cameron  married  Carolyn  A.  Law, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sidney  G.  and  Mary 
(Barber)  Law.  Dr.  Law  was  a  graduate  of  both 
Princeton  College  and  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
that  Institution.  He  served  some  time  ago  as  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  clergy,  on  Staten  Island 
and  elsewhere,  besides  being  a  poet  of  some  distinc- 
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tion.  The  Law  and  Barber  families  were  originally 
of  old  Connecticut  stock,  and  early  identified  them¬ 
selves  with  the  affairs  of  the  colonies.  Through  one 
of  the  collateral  lines  of  the  Laws,  they  are  descended 
from  Jonathan  Edwards  of  New  England  fame;  and 
it  is  of  record  that  at  least  one  of  its  representatives 
served  in  the  American  Revolution.  Also  among  the 
accomplishments  credited  to  the  Barber  family  in 
later  times  are  namely;  the  invention  of  the  modern 
machine  for  paper  bag  making — effected  by  Mary 
Barber’s  grandfather,  Harvey  Barber;  her  brother, 
Myron  Barber,  was  a  colonel  in  the  Union  Army  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War  and  later  became  the  head  of 
the  Piqua  Tool  and  Handle  Company,  of  Piqua,  Ohio, 
one  of  the  largest  plants  in  the  United  States  manu¬ 
facturing  tool  handles;  and  another  brother,  Alvin 
Barber,  was  a  physician  of  some  prominence  at 
Bethel,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cameron  are  the  parents  of  three 
daughters:  Marion  L.,  Carolyn  Louise,  and  Eleanor, 
all  born  on  Staten  Island  and  received  their  early 
education  in  public  school  and  at  Curtis  High  School. 
The  eldest  daughter  also  pursued  higher  education 
at  Northfield  Seminary  in  Massachusetts  and  at  Miss 
Hunter’s  School  in  New  York,  and  is  now  specializ¬ 
ing  in  juvenile  psychology;  the  second  daughter,  after 
leaving  Pratt  Institute  in  Brooklyn,  took  further 
courses  in  painting,  and  her  sketches  have  been  shown 
here  on  Staten  Island  at  the  public  museum  and  else¬ 
where,  receiving  first  awards  and  honorable  mention. 
She  is  at  present  abroad  traveling  and  studying  at 
various  art  centers.  Mr.  Cameron’s  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  is  now  a  student  at  Syracuse  University. 


H.  S.  BROWER — In  countless  lines  of  business 
and  shopkeeping  activity  Staten  Island  has  advanced 
rapidly  of  late  during  an  era  distinguished  principally 
by  a  gradually  increasing  influx  of  population  and 
the  consequent  enlarging  and  modernizing  of  local 
mercantile  establishments.  Hardware  enterprises,  in 
effect,  have  been  among  those  undergoing  constant 
changes,  all  of  which  have  tended  to  bring  forth 
stores  fully  equipped  to  display  commodities  and 
values  that  at  one  time  could  be  found  solely  in 
Manhattan,  Brooklyn  and  nearby  New  Jersey  shops. 
Among  the  outstanding  hardware  dealers  in  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough  at  the  present  time  and  one  ably 
representing  the  South  Shore,  is  H.  S.  Brower,  head 
of  the  company  bearing  his  name  and  one  who  has 
engaged  in  this  business  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

H.  S.  Brower  was  born  in  Syracuse,  but  nearly 
seventy  years  ago  he  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Staten  Island  and  has  since  resided  here.  He 
was  educated  in  the  local  school  at  Richmond  Vil¬ 
lage  which  was  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Conner,  the 
descendants  of  whom  still  live  there.  During  these 
school  years  and  after  leaving  the  classroom  he 
assisted  his  father  in  the  managing  of  the  Brower 
farm.  In  addition  to  attending  to  the  necessary  chores 
involved  in  ordinary  farm  life,  the  youth  also  labored 
for  neighboring  farmers  and  thus  learned  the  practical 
duties  of  farm  life  and  farm  management  at  an  early 
period  in  life. 

However,  learning  a  trade  seemed  more  essential 
to  young  Brower  as  he  grew  older  and  began  to 
consider  the  taking  up  of  a  lifetime  occupation.  He 
chose  the  trade  of  a  tinsmith  and  quickly  found 
employment  at  such  a  pursuit  in  Manhattan.  He 
followed  this  line  of  endeavor,  realizing  more  and 
more  the  necessity  of  owning  and  maintaining  a  busi¬ 
ness  of  his  own  if  he  were  to  further  his  economic 
welfare.  Soon  this  work  became  coupled  with  steam 


heating,  well-drilling  and  other  important  phases 
of  this  occupation.  At  last  he  organized  a  business 
of  his  own. 

As  time  went  on  Mr.  Brower  came  into  contact 
with  numerous  well  known  Staten  Island  families 
and  firms  with  the  result  that  his  name  became  promi¬ 
nent  in  this  borough.  He  therefore  added  to  his  busi¬ 
ness  the  merchandizing  of  hardware  which  proved 
a  valuable  step  in  the  right  direction.  His  first  store 
was  located  at  No.  3987  Amboy  Road,  Great  Kills, 
and  this  is  the  present  site  of  the  splendid  new  Brower 
building  and  store.  Here  one  sees  a  store  one  hun¬ 
dred  feet  long  and  nearly  forty  feet  wide,  finely- 
proportioned  and  containing  a  complete  line  of  hard¬ 
ware  and  house  furnishings  of  every  description.  The 
store  is  the  leading  one  on  the  South  Shore. 

Aside  from  his  business  as  a  merchant  Mr.  Brower 
has  become  active  in  the  general  commercial  life  of 
the  Great  Kills  community.  He  is  at  present  the  head 
of  the  Great  Kills  Building  and  Loan  Savings  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  a  director  of  the  South  Shore  Bank.  He 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Great  Kills  Volunteer 
Fire  Department  and  continued  with  this  company 
until  its  disbandment. 

In  his  religious  affiliation  our  subject  is  of  the 
Great  Kills  Moravian  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican  and  fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Order. 

Mr.  Brower  has  had  the  following  children:  Emily 
F.,  Mildred  E.  and  John  W.  (by  a  second  mar¬ 
riage)  and  Ralph  S.  (by  a  third  marriage).  The 
Brower  residence  is  located  at  No.  24  Brown  Ave¬ 
nue,  Great  Kills. 


RUDOLPH  MERRELL — Associated  with  the 
business  of  finance,  identified  in  the  work  of  his 
church  and  having  an  interest  in  things  promoting 
the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens,  Rudolph  Merrell 
is  numbered  among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough.  He  was  born  at  Mariners  Harbor, 
October  22,  1875,  the  son  of  Azel  and  Elizabeth 
Vreeland  (Decker)  Merrell,  both  descendants  of 
pioneer  families  of  Staten  Island. 

His  preliminary  education  was  obtained  in  Trinity 
School,  Manhattan,  after  which  he  took  a  course 
in  a  business  college  in  Brooklyn.  His  first  posi¬ 
tion  was  with  the  old  First  National  Bank,  now  the 
Corn  Exchange  Bank,  at  present  located  at  St. 
George,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  for  six 
years.  He  then  went  with  his  father,  the  latter  being 
engaged  in  the  oyster  business  in  Manhattan.  For 
twenty-five  years  he  was  associated  with  this  busi¬ 
ness,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Staten 
Island  to  fill  the  post  of  manager  of  the  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  branch  of  the  Richmond  County  Savings  Bank, 
which  position  he  now  holds.  He  is  also  secretary 
to  one  of  the  leading  Staten  Island  building  and 
loan  associations. 

Community  work  appeals  strongly  to  Mr.  Merrell. 
He  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
of  the  Port  Richmond  Reformed  Church  for  the 
past  ten  years  and  he  is  a  trustee  of  the  Students’ 
Aid  Association,  an  organization  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  needy  students  to  acquire  a  col¬ 
lege  education.  He  has  other  affiliations. 

On  November  27,  1907,  Mr.  Merrell  married 
Grace  M.  Tredwell,  whose  father  was  a  leading 
financier  of  Port  Richmond.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrell 
are  the  parents  of  two  children,  George  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth;  the  former  a  graduate  of  Wagner  High 
School  and  the  latter  a  student  at  Curtis  High 
School. 
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HON.  LESTER  WILLIAMS  CLARK— In  the 

passing  from  this  sphere  several  years  ago,  it  is 
suffice  to  say  that  we  lost  one  of  our  most  illustrious 
citizens  in  the  personage  of  a  man,  who,  possessing 
a  splendid  background  and  numerous  accomplish¬ 
ments,  reflected  the  quintessence  of  American  breed¬ 
ing,  scholarship  and  culture.  In  his  line  of  descent 
he  came  of  New  England  forebears  who  also  gave 
account  of  themselves  in  useful  pursuits  of  their 
times.  As  a  devoted  and  worthy  member  of  the 
Alumni  of  two  leading  universities,  our  subject,  the 
late  Hon.  Lester  W.  Clark,  evidenced  such  learning 
in  his  judicial,  civic  and  social  experienes  that  won 
the  respect  of  all  classes  and  a  place  of  eminence 
among  men  of  high  position. 

Judge  Clark  was  born  on  January  22,  1854,  in 
Brookline,  near  Boston,  Massachusetts,  the  son  of 
Lester  Manzer  and  Maria  I.  (Williams)  Clark.  He 
prepared  for  college  at  the  Boston  Latin  School, 
where  his  remarkable  series  of  scholastic  triumphs 
commenced  by  his  taking  First  Scholar  Honor.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  graduated  from  Harvard  University,  in 
the  class  of  1875,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  a  member  of  the  envied 
Phi  Beta  Kappa,  and  was  class  orator  on  Com¬ 
mencement  Day.  During  his  career  at  Harvard  he 
was  one  of  the  editors  of  “The  Advocate,”  a  member 
of  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity,  of  the  Hasty 
Pudding  O.  K.  and  A.  D.  clubs  and  of  the  Institute 
of  1770.  He  received  a  Detur  in  his  sophomore  year, 
first  class  Second  Year  Honors  in  Classics,  the  Lee 
Prize  for  Reading,  the  Boylston  Prize  for  Elocution, 
the  Bowdoin  Prize  and  a  Distinguisition  at  Com¬ 
mencement. 

During  school  years  he  lived  first  in  Boston  at 
the  home  of  his  grandmother,  and  later  in  Cambridge, 
his  parents  having  removed  to  Staten  Island  in  1868. 
After  graduating  from  Harvard  he  came  here  and 
began  study  at  Columbia  Law  School,  where  he 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1878  with 
cum  laude  honors.  In  the  same  year  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  entered 
the  law  offices  of  Scott  and  Crowell  at  No.  33  Wall 
Street,  New  York.  Mr.  Crowell,  the  junior  member 
of  the  firm,  was  a  neighbor  of  the  Clark  family  whose 
residence  was  in  Richmond  Terrace,  New  Brighton. 
During  these  early  years  of  his  legal  career  Lester 
W.  Clark  was  also  treasurer  of  the  Staten  Island 
Publishing  Company,  publishers  of  the  then  popular 
newspaper,  the  “Gazette  and  Sentinel,”  and  as  such 
appears  in  the  Directory  of  1882.  Later  he  was 
associated  with  Frederick  Du  Peyster  Foster,  a  well- 
known  Manhattan  attorney,  and  after  an  independent 
practice  extending  over  several  years  he  joined  the 
famous  law  firm  in  No.  49  Wall  Street  of  Tracy, 
Boardman  and  Platt,  composed  of  Benjamin  F. 
Tracy,  a  cabinet  officer  under  President  Harrison; 
Albert  B.  Boardman,  an  outstanding  Staten  Islander, 
and  the  last-named  member  a  son  of  United  States 
Senator  Thomas  C.  Platt.  The  firm  handled  many 
cases  for  corporations  and  other  large  interests,  which 
gave  young  Clark  a  wide  legal  experience.  The  next 
step  in  his  profession  made  him  chief  counsel  for  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  and  the  Staten  Island 
Rapid  Transit  Company. 

As  the  years  followed  Judge  Clark  had  became 
well  known,  and  having  a  place  of  prominence  among 
his  colleagues  and  fellow-citizens  and  because  of  his 
broad  knowledge  of  the  law  he  was  elected  in  1906, 
in  the  Second  Judicial  District,  Justice  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  as  such 
spent  the  next  fourteen  years.  He  later  presided  in 
the  Appellate  term  from  March,  19x7,  until  its  close 


on  December  31,  1920.  He  earned  the  confidence  of 
all  who  came  before  him  in  his  judicial  capacity, 
because  of  his  impartial  and  fair  decisions  which 
were  delivered  in  short  and  pithy  sentences.  Upon 
the  expiration  of  his  term  as  a  justice  he  was 
appointed  Referee  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  life. 

There  were  many  other  sides  to  Judge  Clark’s  life 
besides  that  concerned  with  the  law.  From  1889  to 
1897  he  lived  in  New  York,  there  giving  much  of 
his  time  to  the  promotion  of  civic  affairs.  He  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  old  City  Reform  Club  of 
New  York  which  for  several  years  published  the 
“Blue  Book,”  containing  the  record  of  the  State 
Legislature.  He  was  a  member  of  the  City  Club  and 
the  Good  Government  Club,  the  latter  a  fusion  organ¬ 
ization  for  the  promotion  of  better  politics  and  official 
administration;  he  actively  opposed  the  establishing 
of  a  speedway  along  Eighth  Avenue  and  Central 
Park  West.  On  behalf  of  the  Working  Women’s 
Society  he  helped  in  procuring  an  amendment  to  the 
Factory  Inspection  Law  and  with  others  organized 
a  Workingman’s  Club.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Charity  Organization  Society;  for 
some  time  a  trustee  and  secretary  of  the  University 
Settlement  Society  and  aided  in  other  movements  of 
such  a  nature.  Besides  these,  he  was  counsel  to  the 
Society  for  the  Supression  of  Crime  and  a  com¬ 
missioner  for  loaning  certain  monies  of  the  United 
States.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican  but  one  of 
independent  thought  and  action. 

Apart  from  his  public  life  and  its  connections,  which 
naturally  included  membership  in  such  organizations 
as  the  New  York,  Kings  and  Richmond  County  Bar 
associations,  and  such  clubs  as  the  Century  and  Har¬ 
vard  of  New  York  and  the  Hamilton  of  Brooklyn, 
Judge  Clark’s  private  tastes  led  him  into  quite  differ¬ 
ent  relations  with  his  fellowmen  which  found  full 
play  in  home  life  on  Staten  Island.  For  years  he 
lived  at  No.  100  Clinton  Avenue,  where  he  indulged 
in  good  literature,  reading  much  history,  some  science 
and  the  better  grade  of  modern  fiction.  He  also  took 
a  keen  interest  in  the  cultivation  of  the  gardens  about 
his  home.  In  a  quiet,  somewhat  reserved  manner,  he 
held  intercourse  with  his  neighbors,  with  whom  he 
was  sympathetic,  generous  and  helpful.  He  had  also 
a  keen  sense  of  humor,  seldom  displayed  in  court, 
but  reserved  for  those  leisure  hours  at  home  with 
his  family. 

In  addition  to  his  home  on  Staten  Island,  he 
owned  several  hundred  acres  on  the  island  of  Chap- 
paquiddick,  Martha’s  Vineyard,  off  the  southeastern 
coast  of  Massachusetts,  and  an  old-fashioned  farm¬ 
house  where  for  nearly  forty  years  he  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  have  spent  their  summer  vacations.  There  he 
experimented  in  the  cultivation  of  fir  trees  of  various 
species  and  lived  to  see  three  groves  of  such  trees, 
planted  from  seed  grow  to  large  pines.  Among  the 
traditions  clustered  about  his  estate,  was  the  belief 
that  Ruth  Maqua,  the  last  of  the  Indian  tribe  who 
lived  on  the  Island,  had  her  wigwam  on  the  site  of 
the  Judge’s  farm.  On  Staten  Island  Judge  Clark 
also  had  many  public  activities,  all  in  harmony  with 
the  elevated  character  of  his  nature.  He  was  for 
several  years  president  of  the  Natural  Science  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Staten  Island,  now  the  Staten  Island  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  whereby  the  authors  of  this 
history  came  to  know  him  and  appreciate  the  aid  he 
gave  at  a  critical  period  in  its  progress.  He  was  also 
president  and  trustee  of  the  Staten  Island  Academy; 
for  sometime  secretary  of  the  Citizens  Sanitary  Asso- 
iation;  was  organizer,  counsel  and  secretary  of  the 
New  Brighton  Board  of  Health;  he  appeared  before 
the  Harbor  Line  Board  against  the  Standard  Oil 
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Company  and  procured  the  cutting  down  of  its  piers 
unlawfully  erected  in  the  Kill  van  Kull;  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  and  a  member  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 
Juvenile  betterment  was  one  of  his  closest  interests. 
The  Richmond  County  Country  and  the  Staten  Island 
clubs  numbered  him  among  their  members  and  in  reli¬ 
gious  life  he  was  an  Episcopalian  but  later  attended 
the  Unitarian  Church. 

Judge  Clark  married,  on  October  20,  1883,  at  New 
Brighton,  Irene  Marie  de  MaCarty,  daughter  of 
Armand  Henri  Barthelmy  and  Matilda  W.  (Eaton) 
de  MaCarty.  Three  children  were  born  to  Judge 
and  Mrs.  Clark:  1.  Lester  Williams,  born  January 
7,  1885,  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
from  Harvard  University  in  1909,  and  died  Septem¬ 
ber  12,  1909.  2.  Frank  Emmons,  who  also  entered 
Harvard,  born  September  12,  1886;  married  Sarah 
Sibbald  of  New  York,  and  has  one  child,  Frances 
E.  3.  Dorothy,  born  April  23,  1888,  a  graduate  of 
Staten  Island  Academy;  married  Victor  Garrett  of 
Staten  Island,  and  has  three  children:  Irene  M., 
Dorothy  H.  and  Alice  G.  _ 

Judge  Clark’s  health  began  to  cause  anxiety  to  his 
family  and  friends  in  1921,  but  he  nevertheless  con¬ 
tinued  his  official  duties  until  the  summer  of  1922 
when  he  had  to  abandon  his  work.  His  death 
occurred  in  his  sixty-ninth  year  on  September  23, 
1922,  and  he  was  buried  in  Moravian  Cemetery  at 
New  Dorp.  Among  the  many  letters  of  condolence 
received  by  his  family  from  persons  of  all  walks  of 
life,  and  resolutions  passed  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
the  one  from  the  Richmond  Country  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  bears  witness  to  his  splendid  career: 

Whereas,  In  the  lamented  death  of  the  late  Hon. 
Lester  W.  Clark,  the  citizens  of  Richmond  County 
in  general  and  the  Richmond  County  Bar  in  par¬ 
ticular,  have  sustained  and  suffered  a  keen  and 
conscious  loss  of  a  loyal  citizen,  an  able  and  distin¬ 
guished  lawyer  and  a  conscientious  Judge:  and 

Whereas,  The  Richmond  County  Bar  Association 
feels,  in  common  with  the  community,  that  the 
passing  of  one  whose  life  had  been  so  intimately 
and  closely  welded  with  so  many  individual  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  association  as  to  constitute  his  loss  a 
personal  bereavement:  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Hon.  Lester  W. 
Clark,  the  members  of  Richmond  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  have  been  deprived  of  a  true,  sincere  and 
constant  friend;  the  community  has  lost  a  man  of 
sterling  worth  and  merit,  whose  ability  was  fully 
recognized. 

At  the  Bar  he  was  a  safe  and  sympathetic  coun¬ 
selor  and  conservative  advisor;  and  upon  his  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  high  office  of  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  he  carried  himself 
with  a  regard  for  the  public  welfare  characteristic 
of  his  broad  mind  and  upright  character.  The  ear¬ 
nest,  painstaking,  untiring  zeal  and  diligence  with 
which  he  undertook  to  fulfill  whatever  duties  he 
was  called  upon  to  perform,  whether  a  lawyer,  a 
judge,  or  a  private  citizen,  remains  as  a  high  testi¬ 
monial  of  his  work  and  of  his  devotion  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  county,  and  to  those  who  loved  and  es¬ 
teemed  him. 

Resolved,  That  our  sympathy  is  extended  to  his 
sorrowing  loved  ones  in  their  sad  hour  of  affliction 
and  grief. 

That  these  resolutions  with  the  approval  of  the 
Honorable  Selah  B.  Strong,  the  Justice  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  presiding  at  the  November  term,  1922, 
be  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  this  Court,  en¬ 
grossed  upon  the  records  of  the  Richmond  County 
Bar  Association,  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  widow 
and  family  of  our  late  departed  Justice,  Lester  W. 
Clark.” — November  6,  1922. 

Following  is  a  review  of  the  genealogical  lines 
from  which  the  Hon.  Lester  W.  and  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Irene  M.  (de  MaCarty)  Clark,  descend.  Both  he 
and  Mrs.  Clark  were  interested  in  the  subject  of  fam¬ 


ily  history  and  through  their  effort  this  material  was 
gathered,  and  fortunately  is  available  for  this  work. 

According  to  record  the  Clark  family  was  early 
seated  in  the  Rhode  Island  colony  and  was  of  Eng¬ 
lish- Irish  ancestry.  Their  line  dates  back  to  Thomas 
Clark,  1st,  of  whom  there  is  a  definite  record.  He 
was  born  there  on  July  27,  1761,  followed  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  a  farmer  and  earned  additional  revenue 
through  his  skill  as  a  huntsman  and  fisherman.  In 
1784,  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth  and  two  children,  Mary 
and  Thomas,  he  journeyed  across  the  wilds  of  New 
England  to  Swanton,  Vermont,  and  settled  on  Hog 
Island  in  the  westerly  part  of  Swanton  Township, 
where  they  made  their  home  for  some  years.  Here 
Thomas  Clark,  the  elder,  acquired  farm  lands,  built 
a  house  of  fine  oak  timbers  and  in  time  he  became 
active  in  the  affairs  of  the  countryside.  This  place, 
Hog  Island,  was  named  so  because  the  farmers  of 
the  district  about  Swanton  found  pasturage  on  the 
island  for  their  cattle  and  especially  for  their  droves 
of  swine  which  they  could  let  graze  there  indefinitely. 
(Vermont  Historical  Gazetteer,  Vol.  4,  part  2,  page 
991,  shows  references)  The  island  was  also  later 
referred  to  as  Pleasant  Island  on  account  of  its 
scenic  beauty.  He  had  opportunity  for  hunting  and 
fishing  and  possessed  some  fine  hunting  hounds,  and 
it  is  said  of  him  that  he  could  put  a  bullet  through 
the  eye  of  a  deer  thirty  rods  away.  Aside  from  his 
farming  he  tried  to  have  the  island  made  into  a 
township  by  itself  and  named  West  Swanton.  After 
his  removal  to  Vermont  six  more  children  were  born 
to  his  wife:  Sanford,  Jacob,  Cary,  Slocum,  George 
and  Hannah.  Thomas  Clark,  1st,  lived  until  the  age 
of  fifty-nine  and  died  July  27,  1820,  and  his  wife 
died  aged  about  sixty  years  on  May  10,  1832.  Both 
were  buried  in  the  Clark  burying  ground  on  Hog 
Island  or  Pleasant  Island. 

Thomas  Clark,  2d,  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Clark,  grew  to  young  manhood  on  Pleasant 
Island,  took  to  sailing  and  subsequently  lived  at 
Whitehall,  New  York.  He  died  December  10,  1858, 
in  Ellenberg  in  the  latter  State.  In  early  life  he 
became  interested  in  shipping  on  Lake  Champlain 
and  built  and  owned  sloops  and  schooners.  His 
boats  made  different  calls  at  ports  along  the  shores 
on  the  both  the  Vermont  and  New  York  sides  of  the 
lake  and  oft-times  navigated  to  the  Hudson  River, 
thence  to  New  York.  Their  cargoes  of  granite,  tim¬ 
ber  and  grain  always  found  a  ready  market.  Thomas 
Clark,  2d,  bore  the  title  of  Captain  Clark  and  his 
tall  well-groomed  figure  presented  an  imposing  per¬ 
sonage  on  court  day  at  St.  Albans,  Vermont.  He  was 
of  strong  character,  very  able  in  his  contact  with 
others  and  like  his  father,  a  good  story  teller.  He 
was  a  Democrat,  but  took  no  part  in  active  politics. 

His  wife  was  Mary  Manzer,  daughter  of  Martin 
and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Manzer,  of  Holland-Dutch 
descent.  The  Manzers  moved  into  Vermont  within 
several  miles  from  Swanton  in  1788,  having  come 
down  from  Nova  Scotia,  the  original  place  of  their 
landing  in  the  New  World.  To  this  union  four  chil¬ 
dren  were  bom:  Lawrence  D. ;  Alanson  M.;  Ann 
Eliza,  born  on  Pleasant  Island;  and  Lester  Manzer, 
of  whom  further.  Mary  (Manzer)  Clark  died  No¬ 
vember  21,  1842. 

Lester  Manzer  Clark,  son  of  Thomas  2d,  and  Mary 
(Manzer)  Clark,  was  born  July  31,  1820,  on  Pleas¬ 
ant  Island.  He  was  educated  in  Swanton  and  was 
associated  with  his  father  until  nineteen  years  of  age. 
Having  a  desire  to  enter  mercantile  life  he  went 
to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  became  employed  there. 
The  following  years  brought  him  success  as  he  had 
risen  to  the  position  of  a  dry  goods  commission  mer- 
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chant.  Then  came  his  removal  to  New  York  where 
for  forty  years  he  continued  his  occupation  and  be¬ 
came  highly-respected  among  his  colleagues.  He  was 
a  man  of  high  intellectual  tastes,  of  firm  character 
and  truly  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school.  On  Jan¬ 
uary  23,  1908,  he  died  at  Weymouth,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  spent  the  later  years  of  his  life  with  his 
daughters. 

Lester  Manzer  Clark  married  in  Boston,  on  June 
5,  1849,  Maria  Isabella  Williams,  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Diana  Towne  (McLeod)  Williams.  Maria  I. 
Williams  was  one  of  seven  children,  the  others  being 
Isaac,  Sarah  E.,  Frances  A.,  Henrietta  D.,  Adelaide 
O.,  and  Harriet  D.  Williams.  The  Williams  were  an 
old  Massachusetts  family  and  the  earliest  record 
available  in  this  line  is  of  Samuel  Williams,  who 
married  Azubah  Crane,  bans  for  their  marriage  being 
published  in  Milton  of  that  State,  on  March  24,  1792. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children  of  whom  the 
preceding  Isaac  was  one.  The  latter  and  Diana 
Towne  McLeod  were  married  on  February  2,  1823, 
in  the  Park  Street  Church  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

To  Lester  Manzer  and  Maria  I.  (Williams)  Clark 
six  children  were  born:  Frances  M.,  died  in  infancy; 
Mary  M.,  married  Albert  E.  Harding  of  Boston; 
Lester  W.,  whose  review  heads  this  narrative;  Maria 
I.,  married  Sidney  D.  Palmer  of  New  York;  Annie 
B.,  married  Warren  Weston  of  Staten  Island;  and 
Walter  L.,  died  aged  forty-one  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Spanish-American  War,  unmarried. 

The  genealogy  of  Mrs.  Lester  W.  (de  MaCarty) 
Clark  is  traced  on  her  paternal  side  to  a  very  ancient 
family  which  was  first  seated  in  Ireland  and  later 
in  France.  On  her  maternal  side  a  number  of  pioneer 
New  England  forebears  are  taken  into  account.  The 
first  of  her  paternal  ancestors  to  whom  the  line  is 
traced  was  Daniel  MaCarty  of  the  ancient  MaCarty, 
MacTeigue,  MacTaigs.  He  was  of  an  noble  Irish 
family  and  held  the  commission  of  captain  in  the 
English  Army  with  headquarters  in  his  native  land. 
He  went  to  France  about  1690  and  served  under  His 
Majesty,  Louis  XIV  of  France,  as  captain  in  the 
Foreign  Legion,  was  at  Lutrell  in  1698  and  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Regiment  of  the  Infantry  of  Berwick, 
practically  an  Irish  regiment.  He  had  six  sons  and 
six  daughters. 

Theodore  MaCarty,  his  son,  was  born  in  the 
County  of  Cork,  established  himself  in  France  in 
1692,  and  married  Charmes  Catherine  Flechier  in 
1704,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six.  He  was  commandant 
of  the  Port  of  Charmes,  Gentleman  of  the  Suite  of 
the  French  Marshall  and  had  seven  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  some  of  whom  migrated  to  the  New 
World. 

Jean  Jacques  de  MaCarty  with  Chevalier  Bar- 
thelmy  Daniel,  his  brother,  both  officers  in  the  French 
Army,  the  former  a  captain  and  the  latter  a  lieutenant, 
came  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  in  1 732.  Barthelmy 
was  commissioned  to  rebuild  the  French  fortifications 
at  Fort  Chartres  near  Duluth,  Minnesota,  in  1761-62, 
which  was  later  taken  by  the  British.  Jean  Jacques 
married,  in  1748,  Helene  Vellerin,  at  New  Orleans. 
She  was  of  one  of  the  aristocratic  families  which 
settled  there.  She  became  the  mother  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Jean  Baptiste,  of  whom  further;  Louis,  Eugene, 
Theodore,  Catherine,  Marie  Celeste  and  Brigitte. 

Jean  Baptiste  de  MaCarty,  son  of  the  progenitor, 
became  the  owner  of  a  large  plantation.  He  married 
Helene  C.  Fazendel  and  had  three  children:  Jean 
Baptiste  Barthelmy,  Celeste  and  Edmond. 

Jean  Baptiste  Barthelmy  de  MaCarty  owned  a 
large  plantation  on  which  part  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  is  now  built  and  during  the  War  of  1812-14, 


General  Jackson  watched  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans 
from  his  house.  He  married  Magdeleine  de  Capentier 
and  had  two  children:  Armand  Henri  Barthelmy  and 
Gustave  Laurent. 

Armand  Henri  Barthelmy  de  MaCarty,  the  eldest 
son,  and  father  of  Mrs.  Lester  W.  Clark  of  Staten 
Island,  was  born  in  New  Orleans  on  December  15, 
1813.  He  was  educated  in  private  schools  in  the 
North  and  later  in  Paris,  France.  For  a  time  there¬ 
after,  he  traveled  and  entered  business  life,  first  in 
charge  of  a  plantation  in  Cuba  and  finally  he  became 
a  commission  merchant,  in  New  York.  He  married 
in  New  York,  in  1850,  Matilda  W.  Eaton,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Mary  Lathrop  (Perkins)  Eaton,  by 
whom  there  were  three  children:  1.  Marie  H.  S.  M., 
born  December  31,  1851,  in  Cuba,  died  March  23, 
1927  on  Staten  Island.  2.  Irene  M.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1856,  the  widow-  of  the  late  Hon.  Lester  W. 
Clark,  of  whom  this  review.  3.  Jeanne  M.,  who  was 
bom  November  15,  1858,  in  New  York;  unmarried. 

The  Perkins  and  Eaton  families  were  of  old  Colo- 
nial-Massachusetts  ancestry,  the  former  dating  back 
to  William  Perkins  at  Topsfield,  and  the  latter  to 
Jonas  Eaton  of  Reading.  These  families  are  allied 
with  other  noted  New  England  families  of  English 
descent  such  as  the  Hancocks  of  whom  the  celebrated 
John  Hancock  was  a  member.  The  Eaton  line  runs 
from  Jonas,  who  died  in  1674,  and  his  wife  Grace; 
to  John,  born  at  Sudbury  in  1645  and  his  wife,  Dorcas 
Green;  Jonas,  born  in  1680,  at  Sudbury  and  his  wife, 
Mehitable;  Noah,  born  in  1708,  and  his  wife,  Hannah 
Vinton;  Jonas,  born  in  1738  and  his  wife,  Lois  Good- 
now;  Daniel,  born  in  1764  and  his  wife,  Mehitable; 
Charles,  who  married  Mary  Lothrop  Perkins;  and 
thence  to  Matilda  W.,  who  married  (first)  Abraham 
K.  Post  and  (second)  Armand  H.  B.  de  MaCarty,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Lester  W.  Clark. 

William  Perkins,  born  in  1607,  died  in  1682,  the 
progenitor  of  this  family,  came  from  London  in  1632 
in  the  ship,  “William  and  Francis,”  and  settled  at 
Topsfield.  His  son,  Tobyah,  born  1646,  died  in  1672, 
was  the  father  of  Rev.  Daniel  Perkins,  who  grad¬ 
uated  from  Harvard,  in  1717,  was  minister  at  Brain¬ 
tree;  married  (first)  Ann  Foster,  and  (second)  Mary 
H.  Thaxter,  widow  of  Rev.  John  Hancock,  and 
mother  of  Governor  Hancock.  Dr.  Richard  Perkins, 
son  of  Rev.  Daniel  Perkins  and  his  first  wife,  Ann 
Foster,  married  Mary  Hancock,  a  sister  of  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  Governor.  Dr.  Richard  and  Mary  (Han¬ 
cock)  Perkins  had  a  son  named  Dr.  John  Hancock 
Perkins,  who  married  Vina  Lathrop  of  Bridgewater. 
The  latter’s  children  were  Mary  Lathrop  Perkins 
and  Foster  Perkins.  This  Mary  Lathrop  Perkins 
married  Charles  W.  Eaton  and  they  had  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Jane  T.,  Matilda  W.  and  John  H.  P.  After 
the  death  of  Charles  W.  Eaton,  his  widow  married 
John  Jay  Fiske  and  to  them  was  born  a  daughter, 
Margaret  I.,  who  died  unmarried.  Matilda  W.  Eaton 
married  (first)  Abraham  K.  Post  and  (second)  Ar¬ 
mand  H.  B.  de  MaCarty,  and  through  this  last-men¬ 
tioned  marriage  Mrs.  Lester  W.  Clark  was  born.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Clark,  Matilda  W.  (Eaton)  de 
MaCarty,  for  a  number  of  years  conducted  a  private 
school  here  at  No.  100  Clinton  Avenue,  New  Brighton 
from  1875  to  1886.  The  following  quotation  is  from 
one  of  her  early  pupils  in  the  well-known  personage 
of  Mrs.  Mary  Otis  Willcox: 

Everyone  realizes  that  teachers  are  born  and  not 
made,  and  happy  are  those  children  whose  lot  it  is 
to  sit  under  a  teacher  who  is  one  by  nature. 

Mrs.  de  MaCarty  had  no  especial  training-  in  ped¬ 
agogy,  except  perhaps  what  she  had  acquired  in 
teaching  her  own  children.  But  it  was  a  fortunate 
day  for  the  North  Shore  girls  of  Staten  Island  when 
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she  and  her  oldest  daughter  opened  a  small  private 
school  on  the  corner  of  Clinton  Avenue  and  4th 
Street. 

Miss  de  MaCarty  taught  the  younger  children, 
the  little  boys  and  girls;  Mrs.  de  MaCarty,  the  older 
girls.  The  younger  children  had  a  regular  school 
room,  but  the  older  girls  sat  at  a  big  table  with 
Mrs.  de  MaCarty  at  the  head  and  studied  and  recited 
together.  There  was  no  lack  of  discipline  in  this 
unusual  association  of  teacher  and  pupil.  A  word, 
a  look  or  at  most  a  rap  on  the  table  with  the  little 
black  pencil  brought  to  a  quick  stop  any  ebullition 
of  spirit  or  of  conversation.  Yet  there  was  great 
freedom  of  speech  and  plenty  of  room  for  discus¬ 
sion  of  knotty  points  at  the  right  time.  Individual 
thought  and  expression  was  encouraged  in  the  girls. 
Mrs.  de  MaCarty  led  the  discussion,  brought  out  the 
ideas  of  the  slower  ones  and  directed  and  shaped 
the  thought  of  the  more  impetuous  and  quick¬ 
witted. 

We  learned  our  lessons  from  the  books,  but  were 
always  allowed  to  put  our  answers  into  our  own 
words  and  to  express  our  opinions  on  the  people 
and  events  of  which  we  studied.  And  no  matter 
how  immature,  how  crude  or  silly  our  ideas  were, 
never  by  word  or  look  did  our  beloved  leader  let  us 
think  they  were  not  of  the  best. 

Mrs.  de  MaCarty  had  lived  a  full  life,  had  read 
and  studied  and  thought  on  many  subjects.  She 
was  better  informed  than  the  average  woman  of 
her  day  and  she  generously  shared  the  wisdom  she 
had  acquired  with  her  pupils.  To  sit  with  her, 
morning  after  morning,  around  that  table,  in  the 
pleasant  sun-flooded  room,  to  be  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  her  gracious  presence,  to  listen  to  her  fine 
voice  and  the  well-chosen  words  with  which  she 
expressed  her  ideas,  was  an  education  in  itself  and 
an  inestimable  privilege  for  those  who  were  fortu¬ 
nate  to  share  in  it. 


HARMON  B.  CROPSEY — For  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  years  the  Cropsey  family,  which  is 
numbered  among  the  group  of  local  pioneers,  has 
resided  in  that  part  of  our  Island  along  the  Arthur 
Kill  River,  generally  known  as  Greenridge.  Beyond 
that,  their  line  is  carried  to  an  earlier  period,  dating 
back  nearly  three  hundred  years  when  the  first  of 
the  Cropseys  came  to  this  country  from  Holland. 
The  geneology  contained  in  this  review  relates  the 
successive  generations  of  the  family  from  the  pro¬ 
genitor,  to  that  of  Miss  Laura  K.  Cropsey,  now 
resident  at  Greenridge  and  of  her  sister,  the  late 
Elizabeth  C.,  both  of  whom  taught  in  our  schools 
for  a  period  of  two  score  years  and  became  beloved 
personages  throughout  Staten  Island. 

The  name  of  Cropsey,  it  appears,  was  Anglicized 
during  early  Colonial  times  because  a  widow  named 
Geertje,  with  her  two  sons,  Joost  and  Johannes,  came 
from  Gronigen  in  Holland  in  1652,  bearing  the  sur¬ 
name,  Caparse.  They  located  in  New  Utrecht,  Long 
Island,  the  place  of  many  settlers  from  the  Nether¬ 
lands. 

Joost,  her  son,  married  Catheren  Lothie,  on  June 
10,  1663,  and  remained  in  the  original  place  of  settle¬ 
ment.  He  had  a  son,  Jasper,  who  married  (first) 
Maria  Storn,  on  August  9,  1693,  and  took  for  a 
second  wife,  Wyntje  Jurex.  The  date  of  the  latter 
marriage  is  unknown.  A  second  Jasper  Cropsey, 
son  of  the  first  Jasper,  was  a  farmer  and  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  New 
Utrecht.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  in  1776  he 
was  a  Commissary  for  the  army  and  aided  much  in 
that  cause.  His  wife  was  Maria  Barkaloo,  also  of 
Long  Island,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
James  Andrew,  Henry  Valentine,  Harmon  B.,  John 
William,  Maria  Sarah  and  Catherine. 

Lieutenant  Harmon  B.  Cropsey,  son  of  Jasper  and 
Maria  (Barkaloo)  Cropsey,  was  born  September  2, 
1 753,  in  New  Utrecht  and  was  the  first  of  his  fam¬ 
ily  to  remove  to  Staten  Island.  Records  of  him,  like 
those  of  other  Cropseys,  appear  in  the  Dutch  Re¬ 
formed  Church  on  Long  Island.  It  may  have  been 


during  his  generation  that  the  surname  of  the  family 
was  changed  to  one  of  an  English  pronunciation. 
During  the  Revolution  he  served  under  Captain  Lane 
of  the  King’s  County  Militia  according  to  the  book, 
“Fernow  State  Archives  and  Onderdonk’s  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Incidents.”  His  occupation  was  that  of  a 
farmer  which  he  also  followed  after  coming  to  Staten 
Island  in  1787.  He  established  himself  here  at  Marsh¬ 
land  (now  Greenridge)  where,  in  time,  he  became 
the  possessor  of  large  acreage  of  timber  land,  good 
tillable  meadows  and  salt  marsh.  During  these  early 
times  renegade  British  and  Hessian  soldiers  remain¬ 
ing  here  from  the  British  forces,  made  occasional 
raids  on  the  farms  of  the  neighborhood.  They  rowed 
over  from  Jersey  and  came  up  the  creeks  indenting 
the  shores  along  the  Arthur  Kill  and  frequently  car¬ 
ried  off  crops  and  cattle. 

This  act  of  pillaging  was  a  source  of  concern  for 
the  brave  ex-soldier,  Cropsey,  to  combat,  as  it  also 
endangered  human  life.  He  was  a  strong  and  fear¬ 
less  man  and  led  in  the  repulse  of  the  raids,  but 
unfortunately  on  one  occasion  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Lawrence,  was  stricken  and  died  later  from  fright. 
In  the  Revolution  he  was  commissioned  lieutenant 
and  upon  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Independence  he  was  orator  of  the  day  at 
the  celebration  held  in  the  old  village  of  Richmond, 
being  perhaps  the  only  living  officer  in  the  district. 
Of  further  interest  in  his  Revolutionary  career  it  is 
said  that  he  was  taken  prisoner  after  the  Battle  of 
Long  Island  and  put  on  the  British  ship,  “Jersey,” 
at  Wallabout  Bay  near  the  present  Navy  Yard  in 
Brooklyn,  but  managed  to  escape. 

During  his  years  on  Staten  Island  he  became 
influential  and  his  judgment  in  public  affairs  was 
much  sought.  He  died  at  his  home  at  Greenridge 
on  October  7,  1830.  Three  times  he  entered  matri¬ 
mony;  the  first  and  second  wives  died  in  early  life. 
They  were:  (first),  Anna,  daughter  of  Colonel 
Cowenhaven  of  Long  Island,  who  became  the  mother 
of  two  sons,  Nicholas,  who  lived  to  maturity  on 
Staten  Island  and  James,  removed  to  Long  Island; 
(second),  Elizabeth,  a  ward  in  chancery  who  was 
possessed  of  much  property  (James  Lawrence  was 
her  guardian).  There  were  no  children  to  this 
union;  he  married  (third),  on  October  12,  1791, 
at  St.  Andrew’s  Church  at  Richmond,  Elizabeth 
Rezeau,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Stillwell) 
Rezeau  of  old  Richmond.  The  Stillwells  were  of  early 
English  stock  on  Staten  Island.  Jacob  Rezeau  was 
a  boat  captain  and  also  followed  farming.  The 
Rezeaus  were  of  early  Huguenot  stock  on  Staten 
Island  and  members  of  the  original  French  church 
at  Greenridge.  They  came  here  from  France  in  1685 
along  with  other  Huguenots.  The  Rezeau  family 
were  of  the  early  nobility  in  that  country  and  on  the 
“lie  de  Re,”  off  the  coast  of  Brittany  their  ancestral 
home  was  situated.  Lieutenant  Harmon  B.  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Rezeau)  Cropsey  were  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Harmon  B.,  Jasper,  Maria  B.,  Sarah  C., 
Jacob  R.  and  Eliza. 

Jacob  R.  Cropsey,  son  of  Lieutenant  Harmon  B. 
and  Elizabeth  (Rezeau)  Cropsey,  was  born  January 
16,  1801,  in  the  house  his  father  built  at  Marshland. 
He  followed  the  occupation  of  oysterman  and  farmer 
and  operated  boats  in  and  about  the  waters  of  Staten 
Island.  He  was  a  man  of  standing  and  at  times  held 
the  positions  of  county  supervisor,  road  and  school 
commissioner  and  was  a  pillar  in  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church.  He  married,  on  December  19,  1821,  at 
Richmond,  Elizabeth  Cortelyou,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Emma  (Hillyer)  Cortelyou,  of  pioneer  Long 
Island  and  Staten  Island  families.  The  Hillyers  and 
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Cortelyous  were  of  English  and  Huguenot  origin 
respectively.  The  Cortelyous  were  among  the  found¬ 
ers  of  the  Moravian  Church  at  New  Dorp. 

Jacob  R.  and  Elizabeth  (Cortelyou)  Cropsey  had 
the  following  children:  I.  Jasper  Francis,  who  be¬ 
came  a  famous  landscape  artist;  married  Maria 
Cooley,  also  an  artist,  and  had  a  daughter,  Mary  C., 
who  died  in  Florida,  in  1927.  He  died  June  22,  1900. 

2.  Cornelius  Cortelyou,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

3.  Peter,  who  died  in  1847,  aged  nineteen.  4.  Jacob 
Rezeau,  who  went  to  California  during  the  gold  rush 
of  1849,  died  on  Staten  Island,  October  25,  1865, 
and  was  buried  in  the  family  plot  in  the  Moravian 
Cemetery.  5.  Harmon  Barkaloo,  of  further  mention. 
6.  Emma  Elizabeth,  now  deceased,  married  Nicholas 
C.  Miller,  and  became  the  mother  of  Frank  C.,  Walter 
R.,  Anna  G.,  and  Emma  Cortelyou.  7.  Sarah,  now 
deceased,  who  married  William  C.  Moore,  also  de¬ 
ceased,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  William  Clarence 
and  Mabel.  8.  Ellen  B.,  now  deceased,  who  married 
Arthur  Gillender,  also  deceased,  and  had  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Arthur,  deceased,  and  Bessie  C. 

Harmon  Barkaloo  Cropsey,  the  youngest  son,  was 
born  January  4,  1833,  at  Marshland.  He  received 
his  education  on  Staten  Island,  first  from  a  private 
tutor  and  later  as  a  student  at  Henry  Boehm’s  school 
at  Richmond  which  was  attended  by  representatives 
of  many  noted  families  in  early  times.  Throughout 
his  life,  in  a  civic  sense,  he  followed  in  his  father’s 
footsteps  as  an  exemplary  citizen  and  one  to  whom  the 
love  of  his  family  and  his  home  community  was 
predominant.  He  became  a  local  dealer  in  grains, 
hay  and  produce  and  was  active  as  a  road  commis¬ 
sioner  and  school  trustee,  in  addition  to  acting  for 
many  years  as  the  representative  of  his  township.  He 
was  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  having  been 
one  of  the  early  members  of  Huguenot  Lodge,  No. 
381,  and  was  identified  with  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  Richmond.  He  died  August  3,  1909. 

The  marriage  of  Harmon  B.  Cropsey  took  place 
October  4,  1854,  to  Jane  Butler,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Peck  of  the  old  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  at  Richmond.  Jane  Butler  was  the 
daughter  of  Harry  and  Fanny  (Swain)  Butler,  also 
of  old  Staten  Island  English-Dutch  descent,  the  early 
members  of  which  had  come  here  before  1700.  Harry 
Butler  was  a  sea  captain  who  made  most  of  his 
cruises  in  Southern  waters.  He  and  his  wife  had  the 
following  children:  1.  Martha,  deceased,  married 
Andrew  Parker,  and  had  five  children,  Henry,  Joseph, 
Eugene,  William  and  Alice.  2.  Elizabeth,  married 
Nathan  Bloomfield  and  had  four  children,  Garrett, 
David,  Nathan  and  Mary.  3.  Magdalene,  married 
Warren  Kelsey  and  had  eight  children:  Frances, 
Esther,  Abram  Riker,  Martha,  Henrietta,  Helen  A., 
Ida  Virginia,  and  Harry.  4.  James,  deceased,  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret.  5.  Daniel  B.,  died,  unmarried.  6. 
Jane,  who  died  April  22,  1913,  she  married  Harmon 

B.  Cropsey,  of  this  review. 

To  Harmon  B.  and  Jane  (Butler)  Cropsey  five 

children  were  born:  1.  Fanny  Butler,  married  Charles 

C.  Post,  now  deceased,  and  they  had  a  daughter, 
Mabel  Florence,  who  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  A. 
Sharott.  The  last-named  couple  became  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Arthur  Rezeau,  who  married 
Anne  Debank,  and  has  two  children,  Howard  R.  and 
Winifred;  Howard  B.,  deceased;  Harriet  B.,  de¬ 
ceased;  and  Lawrence  H.  2.  Elizabeth  Cortelyou. 
3.  Laura  K.  4.  Jacob  Rezeau,  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years.  5.  Howard  B.,  died  unmarried,  Novem¬ 
ber  18,  1893,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  after  having 
associated  successfully  with  his  uncle,  Daniel  B. 


Butler,  in  a  looking  glass  and  frame  picture  busi¬ 
ness.  A  daughter,  Jennie,  died  in  infancy. 

The  late  Miss  Elizabeth  Cortelyou  Cropsey  was 
educated  in  both  private  and  public  schools  here  and 
at  Columbia  University.  Of  a  mind  particularly 
receptive  to  scholarly  pursuits  and  to  all  phases  of 
life  about  her  she  was  withal,  a  person  of  culture  and 
discernment.  As  a  scholar  she  won  many  worth¬ 
while  honors.  Her  willingness  to  aid  in  all  worthy 
civic  movements  and  her  unbounded  energy  and  zeal 
won  the  respect  of  her  fellow-citizens  and  associates. 
For  forty  years  she  taught  in  Public  School,  No. 
20  at  Richmond,  retiring  from  this  long  period  of 
service  in  September,  1926.  She  was  unmarried  and 
her  death  occurred  March  4,  1928.  She  was  a  charter 
member  of  Staten  Island  Chapter  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  was  one  of  the  original  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  King’s  Daughters  of  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  Port  Richmond;  and  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Teachers’  Association. 

Miss  Laura  K.  Cropsey  received  her  elementary 
education  in  Miss  La  Forge’s  private  school  and  the 
Greenridge  Public  School.  Her  instruction  in  courses 
common  to  the  high  school  student  were  imparted 
to  her  at  home  by  a  tutor.  Following  this,  she  took 
courses  in  English  Literature,  the  Philosophy  of 
Education  and  the  Methods  of  Teaching  in  the 
Columbia  University  Extension  School,  meanwhile 
beginning  on  Staten  Island  her  career  as  a  teacher. 
On  September  1,  1891,  she  commenced  this  profes¬ 
sion  at  the  Greenridge  School  and  continued  in  this 
capacity  until  September  1,  1929.  During  this  period 
she  also  served  as  principal  of  the  school.  It  is  in 
such  careers  as  experienced  by  Miss  Cropsey  and  her 
sister,  fraught  as  they  were  with  faithful  service 
throughout  a  long  period  of  time,  that  this  borough  is 
most  proud,  and  the  “History  of  Staten  Island”  would 
not  be  complete  without  mention  of  them.  Miss  Crop¬ 
sey  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  of  which  she  has  been  historian  since 
May,  1927,  and  active  in  behalf  of  the  organization. 
She  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  His¬ 
torical  Society  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  societies:  the  Staten  Island  Teachers’  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  American  Red  Cross,  St.  Andrew’s  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  the  King’s  Daughters  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Church  and  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  this  place 
of  worship.  The  Cropsey  home  is  at  No.  1922  Arthur 
Kill  Road,  Rossville. 


STANLEY  CARROLL  PETTIT,  M.  D.— A 

member  of  the  local  medical  fraternity  who  learned 
the  essentials  of  his  calling  in  his  native  State,  Ver¬ 
mont,  but  who  chose  Staten  Island  as  the  seat  of  his 
practice  several  years  ago,  is  Dr.  Stanley  C.  Pettit 
of  Westerleigh. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Pettit  took  place  on  September 
8,  1900,  in  the  town  of  Swanton,  Vermont,  his  par¬ 
ents  being  Watson  and  Nellie  M.  (Haylette)  Pettit, 
both  families  of  long  residence  there.  The  elder 
Pettit  who  followed  the  occupation  of  contracting 
and  farming,  now  lives  retired.  It  is  of  interest  that 
other  families  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work  came 
from  this  very  town  which  is  located  on  the  western 
border  of  that  State  on  Lake  Champlain. 

The  Pettits  were  of  English  descent,  and  years 
ago  settled  in  Northwestern  Vermont.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  Charles  D.  and  his 
wife,  Mae  (Martin)  Pettit,  were  born  in  Canada. 
Dr.  Pettit’s  maternal  grandfather  was  George  Hay¬ 
lette,  whose  birth  occurred  in  England.  He  came 
from  that  country  to  Canada  in  1871,  and  later 
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went  to  Vermont  where  he  became  a  naturalized 
citizen  of  the  United  States.  His  wife  was  Ida 
(Hazen)  Haylette  of  an  old  New  England  family. 

The  education  of  Dr.  Pettit  was  acquired  first  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  town  and  later  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Vermont.  He  received  his  degree  as  Doctoi* 
of  Medicine  from  this  institution  in  1926.  During 
the  first  years  of  his  medical  career,  Dr.  Pettit  prac¬ 
ticed  his  profession  in  his  native  State  but  came  to 
Staten  Island  in  1926.  Since  that  time  he  has  met 
with  success,  having  a  private  practice  and  is  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  well-known  members  of  his  call¬ 
ing.  He  is  naturally  interested  in  civic  matters  and 
in  organizations  assisting  the  general  welfare  of  the 
island. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  following  medical  organ¬ 
izations:  the  American  Medical  Association;  the  Med¬ 
ical  Society  of  Vermont,  the  Medical  Society  of  New 
York,  the  Richmond  County  Medical  Society  and 
Alpha  Kappa  Medical  Fraternity. 

Dr.  Pettit’s  marriage  took  place  on  October  x, 
1928,  to  Viola  Anderson,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Nellie  (Fitzgerald)  Anderson,  of  Syracuse,  New 
York.  The  Pettit  home  is  located  at  No.  774  Jewett 
Avenue,  Westerleigh;  his  office  is  also  situated 
there. 


JULES  RACINE — The  ancient  name,  Racine,  is 
French  in  its  origin  and  in  that  country  many  bear¬ 
ing  that  cognomen  are  still  to  be  found,  although 
descendants  of  its  original  families  have  removed 
to  other  parts  of  Europe  and  the  outer  world.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  a  reference  in  “Planches  De  L’Armorial 
General,”  their  different  coat-of-arms  bore;  a  swan, 
three  hands,  three  swans  and  one  with  a  lion  on 
shield.  Racine  in  French  seems  to  refer  to  the  mean¬ 
ing,  root,  and  further  to:  the  principal,  the  source, 
the  foundation  and  to  the  base,  hence  one  writer 
puts  it:  “Je  crois  qu’il  veut  prendre” — “I  think  he 
desires  to  take  up  his  quarters  here.” 

In  America  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  when  that 
district  was  an  outlying  territory,  as  early  as  1699, 
early  French  explorers,  discovered  a  river  empty¬ 
ing  into  Lake  Michigan.  From  the  banks  of  the 
river  protruded  large  roots  of  ancient  trees  and  the 
Indians  had  referred  to  it  as  the  Root  River.  Here 
in  later  years  a  settlement  was  established  called 
Port  Gilbert,  and  subsequently  in  the  winter  of  18.34- 
1835  the  place  was  named  Racine,  which  is  in  the 
present  day  a  prosperous  city.  Many  illustrious  per¬ 
sons  have  borne  the  name,  among  them  at  least  two 
great  French  writers  and  others  associated  with 
statesmanship,  the  church  and  various  walks  of  life. 

The  story  related  in  the  following  lines  concerns 
Jules  Racine  whose  early  ancestors  removed  from 
France  to  Switzerland  more  than  three  centuries 
ago.  Mr.  Racine  has  been  resident  among  us  on 
Staten  Island  for  over  thirty  years  in  the  picturesque 
estate  that  stands  at  the  junction  of  Ocean  Terrace 
and  Little  Clove  Road  in  the  shadows  of  Emerson 
Hill. 

The  birth  of  Jules  Racine  occurred  October  24, 
1856,  in  Chaux-de-Fonds;  Canton  of  Neuchatel,  Swit¬ 
zerland,  his  parents  having  been  Jules  and  Amanda 
(Gallet)  Racine.  According  to  historic  documents, 
members  of  the  Racine  family  emigrated  from  their 
native  country  France  to  Switzerland,  as  early  as 
1605.  Here  they  followed  occupations  common  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  famous  Alpine  region,  watch¬ 
making  in  particular  becoming  one  of  their  traditional 
trades.  In  addition  to  these  craftsmen  the  family  was 
represented  by  members  whose  business  or  profes¬ 
sional  careers  bore  them  added  recognition.  Still 


others  gave  themselves  over  to  army  life,  civil  duties 
and  governmental  posts  which  afterwards  qualified 
them  as  law-makers. 

Jules  Racine,  father  of  our  present  Staten  Island 
citizen,  was  born  in  the  district,  Chaux-de-Fonds, 
Switzerland,  in  1824  and  obtained  an  excellent  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  schools  of  that  village.  For  long  years 
he  was  a  watch-maker  by  profession,  a  skilled  artificer 
whose  work  was  done  conscientiously  and  with 
extreme  care.  Also,  being  interested  in  a  commer¬ 
cial  enterprise,  he  undertook  several  extensive  trips 
to  other  European  countries,  America  and  the  Porto 
Rican  Islands.  Civil  life  with  its  responsibilities 
demanded  a  fair  share  of  his  time  as  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Consul,  which  is  the  legislative 
body  of  the  Canton  of  Neuchatel.  An  able,  sincere 
man  who  labored  steadfastly  for  the  welfare  of  the 
community  and  one  whose  devotion  to  his  family  was 
of  great  comfort,  he  was  highly  esteemed  among  the 
citizens  of  his  native  town. 

The  elder  Jules  Racine  married,  in  1855,  Amanda 
Gallet,  who  also  was  of  a  splendid  family  long 
residents  in  this  section  of  Switzerland.  They  had 
the  following  children:  Jules,  Jr.,  of  whom  further; 
Adrienne,  who  married  Charles  Montandon  of  the 
Canton  Neuchatel  and  became  the  mother  of  three 
children,  Fritz,  Jules  and  Adrienne;  Juliette,  who 
married  Alphonse  Baup  of  Canton-de-Vaud,  and  had 
five  children,  Juliette,  Alfred,  Violet,  Rennee  and 
Marcel;  Henry,  who  died  a  young  man,  unmarried. 
Jules  Racine,  1st,  died  in  his  native  land  May  21, 
1871,  and  his  widow  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-eight,  having  passed  away  September  21,  1922. 

Jules  Racine,  his  son  and  the  eldest  of  these,  and 
later  prominent  citizen  of  Staten  Island,  received  a 
sound  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town. 
With  the  outbreak  of  the  Franco-Prussian  War  in 
1871  the  school  he  was  attending  closed  and  was 
placed  in  use  as  a  barracks  for  the  troops.  In  the 
same  year,  the  lad  was  sent  to  another  school  at 
Keilhau,  in  Thuringen,  Germany,  by  his  recently- 
widowed  mother.  In  1873,  when  peace  reigned  again 
he  finished  this  training  and  returned  home  in  order 
to  master  a  thorough  course  in  watch-making.  Two 
years  later  when  this  task  had  been  completed  he 
journeyed  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  New 
York  where  he  followed  his  profession.  In  1876  his 
vacation  consisted  of  a  trip  to  the  homeland,  a  brief 
visit  there  and  a  return  sail  to  New  York. 

The  first  position  that  he  obtained  in  America  was 
as  assistant  manager  and  salesman  for  Julian  Gallet 
and  Company  well  known  watch  importers  with 
offices  in  Maiden  Lane,  New  York.  In  their  service 
he  traveled  extensively  in  this  country.  As  his 
knowledge  of  the  English  language  and  customs  in 
the  new  country  increased,  his  value  to  the  company 
became  correspondingly  greater  and  ultimately  re¬ 
sulted  in  his  admission  into  the  firm.  After  1890, 
when  he  had  acquired  the  interests  of  the  business 
the  name  of  the  firm  was  changed  to  Jules  Racine 
and  Company.  During  the  early  years  of  its  existence 
the  establishment  was  first  located  at  No.  1  Maiden 
Lane  and  later  its  headquarters  were  transferred  to 
No.  37  in  the  same  street.  The  present  location, 
however,  is  at  No.  20  West  Forty-seventh  Street 
and  the  company  is  now  recognized  as  among  the 
largest  importers  of  Swiss  watches  in  the  United 
States. 

During  his  residence  in  New  York  it  has  been 
Mr.  Racine’s  fortune  to  complete  several  European 
voyages,  most  of  which  have  been  pleasure  trips. 
He  has  a  fondness  for  good  literature,  is  a  linguist 
of  considerable  ability  and,  as  a  devotee  of  the  higher 
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arts,  is  interested  in  paintings,  several  of  which  serve 
to  decorate  his  three-story  residence.  He  has  well 
arranged  gardens,  a  group  of  green  houses  and  has 
embellished  his  home  with  other  equally  attractive 
surroundings.  The  large  trees  which  adorn  his 
spacious  lawns  are  among  the  finest  on  the  island. 
The  residence  itself  was  erected  by  him  in  1899  and 
it  is  well  known  to  numerous  Staten  Island  friends 
and  residents.  Among  his  foremost  hobbies  is  a 
collection  of  photographs  gathered  during  his  life, 
which  forms  in  itself  a  diary  up  to  the  current  time. 
He  is  also  an  avid  stamp  collector,  and  has  thou¬ 
sands  of  rare  specimens.  As  a  novelty,  the  walls 
and  ceiling  in  one  room  of  his  house  are  entirely 
decorated  with  stamps,  perhaps  this  being  the  only 
thing  of  its  kind  to  be  found  in  this  country.  In  a 
recent  issue  of  the  Staten  Island  “Advance”  nearly 
one  full  page  is  devoted  to  the  description  of  his 
stamp  collection  and  to  that  room.  It  was  as  early 
as  1875  that  Mr.  Racine  came  from  New  York  to 
Staten  Island  to  spend  an  occasional  summer  and  in 
1899  he  established  his  permanent  home  here. 

Mr.  Racine  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Lodge 
of  Elks,  No.  841,  and  an  honorary  member  of  Tomp¬ 
kins  Lodge  of  the  Masonic  Order,  having  been 
honored  as  such  in  1904.  He  first  became  identified 
in  1880  with  Alpina  Lodge  of  Switzerland  where 
in  past  years  had  been  enrolled  the  names  of  his 
father,  grandfather  and  other  family  relations.  In 
civic  movements,  charitable  enterprises  and  all  worthy 
causes  on  Staten  Island  he  takes  an  active  share 
as  a  zealous  citizen  whose  wholesome  interest  in  the 
development  of  this  borough  is  manifest.  As  a  man 
of  tolerance  and  sincerity  in  his  religious  beliefs,  he 
has  among  his  friends  persons  of  several  denomina¬ 
tions.  In  politics  he  is  of  the  Democratic  party.  To 
meet  our  subject  and  know  him  one  can  not  but 
help  feel  enriched  because  of  such  a  warm  acquain¬ 
tance. 


GEORGE  M.  A  VENT  is  president  of  the  Staten 
Island  Real  Estate  Board,  Incorporated,  1927,  and 
a  well-known  local  attorney.  He  was  bom  in  the 
city  of  New  York  on  November  27,  1878,  the  son 
of  James  V.  and  Mary  (McDonough)  Avent,  both 
natives  of  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  who  came  to 
New  York  about  1848.  Mr.  A  vent’s  father,  among 
other  activities,  was  interested  in  real  estate  in  the 
midtown  section  of  New  York  City.  The  elder  Mr. 
Avent  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows:  George  M.,  of  whom  this  is  a  rec¬ 
ord;  Joseph  V.,  now  a  coffee  merchant  in  New 
York  City;  John  M.,  principal  of  Curtis  High  School, 
in  Staten  Island. 

During  his  preliminary  education  in  the  New  York 
public  and  high  schools  and  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  Mr.  Avent  cast  about  for  some  field  to  acquire 
financial  assistance.  He  decided  that  selling  news¬ 
papers  was  as  good  a  way  as  any  and,  therefore,  used 
his  spare  time  after  school  hours  as  a  newsboy.  This 
gave  him  a  desire  to  create  stories  for  people  who 
read  so  avidly  the  papers  he  sold,  and  as  quickly 
as  possible  after  leaving  school  he  became  a  reporter. 
For  a  period  of  several  years  he  was  on  the  reporto- 
rial  staffs  of  the  Metropolitan  dailies  and  for  a  while 
was  editor  of  the  “Harlem  Postscript.”  Aiming  to  fit 
himself  for  a  career  in  journalism,  he  took  special 
courses  in  English  literature  and  composition,  and 
in  history  and  economics,  attending  the  Extension 
Course  classes  conducted  by  the  Teachers’  College 
connected  with  Columbia  University,  at  the  same 
time  doing  his  daily  work  as  a  reporter.  After  com¬ 
pleting  the  selected  courses  at  Teachers’  College  he 


further  fitted  himself  by  taking  a  commercial  course 
at  Ruscoe  Business  College  in  Harlem  and,  in  1905, 
was  an  expert  stenographer,  and  was  awarded  several 
prizes  for  this  work  by  the  Reporters’  Journal  of 
London.  He  passed  the  Civil  Service  examination 
and  was  immediately  appointed  to  a  position  in  the 
Department  of  Docks  and  Ferries.  The  chief  engi¬ 
neer  being  in  need  of  a  secretary,  the  post  was 
offered  to  Mr.  Avent,  and  here  he  remained  for 
ten  years.  During  his  first  two  years  with  the  Dock 
Department  he  taught  stenography  at  nights  in  the 
Harlem  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  as  well 
as  taking  an  interest  in  the  night  school  work  and 
the  management  of  the  athletic  games  of  the  organ¬ 
ization;  incidentally  he  found  time  to  join  the  debat¬ 
ing  team  and  also  participated  in  field  sports.  A 
number  of  his  former  students  are  now  court  report¬ 
ers  in  New  York  City  courts. 

The  legal  profession  then  attracted  him.  Resigning 
his  various  offices  at  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  As¬ 
sociation  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law,  taking 
the  night  courses  in  the  Law  School  of  the  New 
York  University.  He  still  retained  his  position  in 
the  Dock  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York 
and,  as  may  be  judged,  his  days  were  fairly  well 
filled,  between  his  regular  employment  and  his  eve¬ 
ning  studies.  His  labors  brought  reward,  for  in 
1915  he  was  given  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  New  York  State  in 
1918,  after  serving  the  required  clerkship  in  the  law 
office  of  Mayper  and  Boocherer,  in  New  York  City. 
He  then  resigned  his  position  with  the  Dock  Depart¬ 
ment  and  began  the  practice  of  law,  specializing  in 
real  estate  work.  Mr.  Avent’s  new  field  of  endeavor 
led  him  to  see  the  possibilities  of  Staten  Island  as 
a  real  estate  field.  Realizing  the  opportunity  that  lay 
within  the  grasp  of  those  who  could  appreciate  what 
a  wonderful  place  it  was  for  the  home-seeking  fam¬ 
ilies  of  New  York  City  he  entered  the  real  estate 
field  and  became  associated  with  Max  Bache,  one  of 
Staten  Island’s  prominent  developers.  While  in  this 
employ  he  helped  to  develop  a  number  of  important 
home  sites  on  the  island,  among  them  being  Ocean 
Edge  Colony  and  Seaside  Colony,  both  at  New 
Dorp,  as  well  as  other  properties  at  South  and  Mid¬ 
land  Beaches.  Since  severing  connections  with  the 
Bache  interests,  Mr.  Avent  has  become  an  indepen¬ 
dent  operator.  He  is  at  present  director  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  South  Jersey  Shores  Corporation, 
which  holds  properties  along  the  Jersey  Coast. 

Mr.  Avent  is  a  Democrat  and  active  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Great 
Kills  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  of  the  Elks 
Lodge,  No.  841;  and  Richmond  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation.  In  November,  1926,  he  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  of  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board 
and  represented  that  body  for  a  time.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Association  of 
Real  Estate  Boards.  His  family  residence  is  at  New 
Dorp. 


DANIEL  PELTON— The  authors  of  this  work 
having  completed  the  arduous  task  of  gathering  and 
compiling  the  wealth  of  information  relating  to  Staten 
Island  and  her  citizens,  the  studious  and  even  the 
more  casual  of  readers  can  now  realize  the  vastly 
important  historic  background  possessed  by  this  com¬ 
munity  and  her  people.  Of  all  the  anciently  estab¬ 
lished  places  throughout  America,  but  few  can  be 
described  more  diversely;  and  such  profusion  of 
knowledge  cannot  but  stimulate  our  appreciation  of 
the  interesting  features  contained  within  these  con¬ 
fines.  “Rich  in  natural  history  and  blessed  by  unusual 
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topography,”  “Once  the  habitation  of  aboriginal 
tribes  and  later  the  location  of  three  pioneer  settle¬ 
ments,”  “Their  passing  through  periods  of  strife  and 
into  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life,”  “The  change  from 
the  rural  to  the  urban  aspects,”  “The  coming  here  of 
prominent  persons  and  peoples  from  other  parts  of 
the  country  and  from  abroad”  are  subjects  that 
should  lend  enchantment  to  those  in  quest  of  history. 

In  Richmond  Terrace  at  Pelton  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton,  stands  an  old  house  of  stone  and 
brick  and  wood,  part  of  which  is  said  to  have  been 
built  as  early  as  1750.  The  adjacent  district  along 
the  Kill  Van  Kull  is  known  as  “The  Cove,”  and  in 
pioneer  times  the  Cruzers,  the  Degrots  and  other 
early  families  of  Dutch  and  of  Huguenot  origin  lived 
in  the  vicinity.  During  the  Revolutionary  War,  the 
old  stone  house,  as  it  was  known  then,  became  the 
headquarters  of  Brigadier-General  Cortlandt  Skinner, 
commander  of  the  Loyalists-British  forces, and  through 
its  subsequent  existence  it  has  been  the  home  of  old 
families,  and  latterly  of  the  Peltons,  who  held  it  until 
recent  years,  the  Peltons  themselves  having  removed 
here  about  1839,  from  New  York.  Their  record  fol¬ 
lowing  should  be  of  much  interest  to  Staten  Islanders. 

According  to  Camden’s  “Britannia,”  the  name  of 
Pelton  or  Polton,  as  a  designation  of  a  place,  it  is 
stated  that — “About  905,  Edward  the  Elder  settled 
a  Bishop’s  See  in  Bodman  (Cornwall),  and  granted 
the  Bishop  of  Kirton  three  villages  in  those  parts, 
Polton,  Caeling,  and  Landwitham  &c.  Polton  is 
probably  Paulton  in  South  Breange,  afterwards  Paw- 
ton.” 

Many  spellings  in  addition  to  the  above,  such  as: 
Pilden,  Pilton,  Peldon,  Palton,  Pulton,  Poulton  were 
used,  as  the  name  of  a  Parish,  Manor  or  Place  and  for 
surnames  of  families.  (Pelton,  Polton,  Pulton, — 
Homes  in  England  from  1086  to  1631) — In  1066  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Conqueror  won  the  Battle  of  Hastings  and 
in  1086  granted  the  estate  in  Essex,  afterwards  known 
as  Peldon  Manor,  to  William  the  Deacon,  and  that 
this  estate  came  into  the  possession  of  the  ancestor 
of  the  Pelton  family,  whose  descendants  held  it  down 
to  at  least  1358.  We  also  find  (Morant’s  Essex,  1, 
1 13)  that  Peter  Poulton  held  real  estate  in  Essex  in 
1568.  Again  in  the  Pelton  genealogy,  issued  in  1892, 
by  J.  M.  Pelton,  there  are  references  to — “The  Pul¬ 
tons  inhabited  Desborough,  Northamptonshire,  for 
three  hundred  and  seventy  years,”  etc. — “In  Will- 
shire,  the  west  tower  of  the  Church  of  St.  Andrews 
at  Wansborough,  was  built  by  Thomas  Polton  and 
Edith,  his  wife,”  etc. — “In  Summersetshire  and 
Bucks,  in  1623,  we  have  Palton  of  Palton,”  etc. 

According  to  record  (in  1892),  however,  there 
seem  to  be  comparatively  few  Peltons  in  England 
of  the  present  day.  These  trace  their  line  back  for 
five  or  six  generations  to  Charles  Pelton,  who,  tradi¬ 
tion  says,  came  from  France,  a  Huguenot,  during 
one  of  the  persecutions  of  that  people.  Tradition  also 
gives  it  as  probable  that  the  ancestors  of  this  Charles 
fled  from  Pelton  Manor,  in  Durham,  to  France,  at 
the  end  of  one  of  the  English  civil  wars.  There  is 
nothing  to  confirm  this  latter  tradition,  but  it  is 
thought  that  some  of  the  Peltons  of  Essex  or  North¬ 
ampton  went  over  to  France  in  the  time  of  the  Ange- 
vine  kings,  while  England  was  a  continental  power, 
and  made  their  homes  there.  However  true  this  may 
have  been,  the  author  of  the  Pelton  genealogy  feels 
that  from  1086  down,  there  has  not  been  a  generation 
in  which  there  have  not  been  families  in  England 
bearing  the  name  of  Pelton.  He  goes  on  to  describe: 
“These  Peltons  have  good  mechanical,  mathematical, 
mercantile  and  musical  talents,  and  are  so  much  like 
our  Peltons  of  America  in  their  mental  and  physical 


characteristics,  the  writer  is  compelled  to  believe  that 
we  are  descended  from  the  Peltons  of  Essex  or 
Northampton,  they,  doubtless,  having  been  closely 
related,  as  shown  by  the  similarity  of  their  coats 
of  arms,”  etc. 

In  taking  account  of  the  family,  he  found  them 
as  not  only  having  according  to  tradition  crossed  over 
to  France,  but  some  evidently  having  been  in  Ireland, 
also  in  Germany,  who  were  doubtless  of  English 
descent.  And  in  Biblical  times,  in  Polti,  one  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  (Numbers,  ch.  13:9), 
the  name  in  the  Jewish  vernacular  became  corrupted 
in  pronunciation  and  changed  to  Pelti,  which  by  the 
addition  of  an  “n”  became  Peltin.  This  latter  name 
was  assumed  as  a  patronymic  by  the  ancestor  of  two 
merchants  of  that  race  who  settled  in  the  Western 
part  of  America  some  years  ago.  They  dropped  the 
i  and  added  o;  hence  their  name  took  on  the  English 
pronunciation,  Pelton. 

The  first  immigrant  of  the  name  to  come  to  America 
from  England  was  George  Pelton,  who  located  in 
Virginia  in  1622,  and  the  second  was  John  Pelton 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  who  removed  to  Dor¬ 
chester  and  had  a  son  John,  baptized  in  1645.  All 
the  Peltons  in  America  referred  to  in  the  Pelton 
genealogy  from  that  time  on,  and  many  others,  except¬ 
ing  two  or  three  families  in  Canada,  are  descended 
from  this  John  Pelton  and  his  second  son  Samuel. 
We  now  find  the  Peltons  in  most  every  section  of 
the  United  States,  and  some  of  this  line  have  gone 
into  Canada  and  other  countries. 

In  recording  the  ancestry  of  the  late  Staten  Island 
descendant,  there  were  seven  generations,  beginning 
with  the  previously  mentioned  John  of  Boston  and 
Dorchester.  This  John  Pelton  was  born  probably 
about  1616,  and  a  descendant  of  Essex  Peltons  or 
Poltons.  He  came  to  America  within  a  few  years 
of  1634,  for  a  record  of  his  property  appears  in  the 
“Book  of  Possessions.”  In  1635  or  1636  he  became 
a  joint  owner  of  the  Dorchester  Patent,  where  he 
had  removed  about  that  time.  In  Dorchester  his 
neighbors  were  the  Glovers  and  other  first  families. 
The  time  and  place  of  his  marriage  are  unknown,  but 
in  his  will  he  mentions  his  wife’s  name  as  Susanna. 
There  is  no  data  concerning  his  occupation  except 
a  reference  in  the  will  of  the  fisheries  he  was  inter¬ 
ested  in.  He  died  in  1681  leaving  his  widow,  three 
sons  and  a  daughter:  John,  Samuel,  Robert,  and 
Mary.  It  is  thought  that  Susanna,  then  his  widow, 
was  the  “Old  Mother  Pelton”  oft-times  referred  to, 
and  a  very  well-known  person.  John,  his  eldest  son, 
left  one  son  who  had  sons,  they  died  young  and  this 
line  became  extinct:  Robert,  the  second  son,  was 
lost  at  sea,  likely  unmarried;  Samuel  thus  became 
the  sole  progenitor  of  the  family.  Mary  was  living 
at  the  time  of  her  father’s  death,  but  nothing  is 
known  as  to  her  marriage  or  death. 

Samuel  Pelton,  second  son  of  John  and  Susanna 
Pelton,  was  born  about  1647;  married  Mary  Smith, 
daughter  of  John  Smith,  a  quartermaster  and  mariner 
of  Dorchester;  and  lived  about  1687,  as  appears  by 
Bristol,  Rhode  Island  (then  Massachusetts)  records, 
on  Mount  Hope  farm.  He  went  to  Seekonk  after 
the  birth  of  his  three  or  more  children  and  remained 
there  until  his  death.  His  name  appears  in  the  land 
records  of  Suffolk  County  (Boston)  as  of  Bristol, 
and  in  a  deed  of  1713  as  of  Seekonk,  and  then  dis¬ 
appears  from  the  records  and  is  replaced  by  that  of 
his  son  Samuel,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  of  Nassau  (Long 
Island),  in  the  Province  of  New  York.  It  is  probable 
that  he  died  in  Rehoboth  or  in  Seekonk  about  1714- 
His  first  five  children  were  born  in  Dorchester  and 
three  others  in  Bristol.  They  were  Samuel,  Jr.,  Mary, 
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Deliverance,  John,  Ithamar,  Henry,  Sarah  and  Ben¬ 
jamin,  of  whom  further. 

Benjamin  Pelton,  fifth  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Smith)  Pelton,  was  horn  at  Bristol,  on  the  Mount 
Hope  farm,  on  September  3,  1698;  the  date,  place  and 
name  of  his  wife  are  unknown.  About  1723  he  joined 
his  oldest  brother,  Samuel,  in  Huntington,  then  called 
Nassau,  on  Long  Island.  He  bought  of  Joseph 
Wood,  Jr.,  a  house  and  lot  of  twelve  acres  and  lived 
there,  for  a  time.  After  the  marriage  of  his  daugh¬ 
ters  into  Long  Island  families,  he  removed  to  Hope- 
well  Township,  then  in  Hunterdon,  now  Mercer 
County,  New  Jersey,  where  he  bought  a  plantation, 
called  so  in  his  will.  Some  four  hundred  acres  com¬ 
prised  his  farm.  His  home  was  situated  on  the  crest 
of  a  high  hill  that  commanded  a  wide  view  of  the 
surrounding  country  on  a  road  leading  from  Trenton 
to  the  Allen  and  Turner  Iron  Works  and  to  all 
Northern  New  Jersey.  He  died  in  1775  and  his 
widow  in  1780.  Children:  Philip,  of  whom  further; 
Keziah,  Mary,  Elizabeth  and  Samuel. 

Philip  Pelton,  first  son  of  Benjamin  Pelton  and 
wife — name  unknown,  may  have  been  born  at  Hunt¬ 
ington,  Long  Island,  because  his  father,  as  shown, 
removed  from  Rhode  Island  in  or  before  1723.  He 
married  Mary  Cheeseman  of  Long  Island  and  lived 
at  Hempstead  for  years,  and  followed  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  cabinet  maker.  About  1758  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  New  York,  where  on  Pearl  Street,  it  is  said, 
he  owned  a  house  and  lot  and  here  followed  his  trade. 
Much  of  his  ware  was  exported  to  the  West  Indies, 
and  in  1772  he  sailed  for  that  destination  with  prod¬ 
ucts  of  his  shop.  As  alleged  by  the  captain  of  the  ship, 
he  was  swept  overboard,  but  his  family’s  opinion  was 
that  he  was  thrown  off.  His  sons,  Benjamin  and 
Daniel,  made  a  search  for  his  goods  but  could  not 
recover  them,  although  they  spent  two  years  at  sea; 
having,  in  the  meantime,  been  shipwrecked,  rescued 
on  a  desert  island,  and  carried  to  France.  It  was 
afterwards  learned  from  the  crew  that  the  captain 
refused  to  change  his  course  to  save  Philip  Pelton, 
proceeding  to  a  West  India  port,  sold  the  cargo  and 
changed  his  crew,  thence  sailed  to  South  America  and 
sold  his  ship.  Philip  Pelton  was  a  member  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York  and  a  man 
of  importance.  His  widow  went  northward  in  this 
State  with  her  children,  to  New  Rochelle,  Westchester 
County,  and  later  to  South  East  in  Putnam  County, 
upon  occupation  of  the  city  by  the  British  Army. 
It  is  said  on  their  evacuation  nothing  was  found  of 
the  Pelton  property  but  a  bare  lot.  Children:  Sarah, 
Philip,  Mary  (Molly),  Benjamin,  Daniel,  William, 
Esther  (Hetty)  and  Elizabeth. 

Philip  Pelton,  first  son  of  Philip  and  Mary 
(Cheeseman)  Pelton,  was  born  at  Hempstead,  Long 
Island,  March  13,  1745.  He  married,  on  June  19, 
1765,  Jane  Van  Nostrand  who  lived  in  that  district, 
and  was  taken  to  New  York  by  his  parents  as  a 
young  man,  working  under  his  father  in  the  cabinet¬ 
making  business.  On  a  business  trip  to  South 
America  for  his  parent  during  these  years,  he  was 
captured  by  the  French  off  the  Carolina  Coast,  car¬ 
ried  to  a  West  Indian  island  and  held  a  prisoner 
for  three  years.  During  the  Revolution  he  served  in 
the  commissary  department  of  the  American  army, 
and  after  the  war  engaged  in  iron  mining  with  his 
brother  Benjamin,  in  Putnam  County.  He  lived  there 
at  Peach  Pond,  near  South  East,  until  1792-93,  then 
removed  farther  north  in  the  county,  and  died  about 
1799  from  the  effects  of  a  cold  contracted  by  falling 
through  an  ice  pond.  Mrs.  Pelton  died  in  1793.  Their 
children  were  John  P.,  Sarah,  Aaron,  Ann,  Ann  2d, 
David  V.  W.,  Jane,  Mary,  Platt,  Ann  3d.,  James 


and  Daniel.  Ann  1st  and  2d  both  died  in  infancy — 
thus  it  happens  that  there  was  an  Ann  3d. 

Daniel  Pelton,  sixth  son  of  Philip  and  Jane  (Van 
Nostrand)  Pelton,  was  born  at  Peach  Pond,  on 
June  21,  1788.  He  married,  on  May  1,  1813,  Catherine 
C.  Van  Arsdale,  of  Freehold,  Monmouth,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  a  descendant  of  an  old  family  of  that  name,  and 
on  her  mother’s  side  a  Hoagland.  (The  Van  Arsdale 
famdy  was  early  located  in  Flatbush,  now  Brooklyn.) 
Daniel  Pelton  in  time  removed  to  New  York,  where 
he  became  a  successful  dealer  in  boots,  shoes  and 
eather  findings.  He  later  came  to  Staten  Island  to 
live,  because  of  the  beautiful  surroundings  and  the 
social  environment  for  which  the  island  was  then 
becoming  noted.  After  his  arrival  he  purchased  the 
old  historic  home  and  made  improvements,  afterwards 
naming  it  the  Pelton  House,  and  there  gathered  per¬ 
sons  of  prominence  and  gentle  society.  His  wife  was 
a  most  estimable  woman  and  both  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  were  esteemed  for  the  neighborly  interest  they 
took  in  the  community.  He  retired  from  business  in 
1836  and  lived  permanently  at  West  New  Brighton 
until  his  death  on  July  10,  1867,  being  buried  at  Foun¬ 
tain  Cemetery.  Mrs.  Pelton  died  previously  on  De¬ 
cember  1,  1862.  His  four  children  were  born  in  the 
former  Pelton  residence  on  Franklin  Street,  New 
York:  Cordelia,  born  on  February  9,  1814,  died  Jan¬ 
uary  8,  1905,  unmarried;  Daniel,  of  whom  further; 
Angeline,  born  February  27,  1820,  died  November 
19,  1907,  unmarried;  Mary  Ann,  born  December  3, 
1828,  died  December  2,  19x0.  The  latter  was  but  a 
young  girl  when  her  parents  removed  to  the  island, 
and  here  she  attended  school  in  the  little  red  building 
which  stood  opposite  the  old  Trinity  Chapel.  She, 
like  her  brothers  and  sisters,  was  also  tutored  pri¬ 
vately  at  home  and  received  religious  instructions  at 
the  Chapel  (now  the  Church  of  the  Ascension  in 
West  New  Brighton).  Under  such  a  splendid  influ¬ 
ence  and  at  play  on  her  father’s  fine  estate,  which 
reached  far  south  of  the  Pelton  House,  she  grew 
to  womanhood  and  married,  in  1862,  Alfred  Napoleon 
Duffie,  a  lieutenant  of  the  French  Army,  who  after¬ 
wards  became  a  general  in  the  Union  Army  of  this 
country  during  the  Civil  War.  General  Duffie  was 
a  son  of  Count  Jean  A.  Duffie.  He  was  born,  June  1, 
1835  in  Paris,  France,  and  educated  in  the  School  of 
St.  Burke,  at  the  Military  Academy  of  Versailles, 
and  in  the  National  Military  College  of  St.  Cyr. 
Being  trained  in  infantry,  cavalry  and  staff  duties 
he  was  graduated  as  a  lieutenant  of  cavalry  in  the 
Hussars  d’Afrique  in  the  Regular  Army  of  France, 
and  served  in  Algiers,  in  Senegal,  in  the  Crimean 
and  Austrian  wars,  receiving  eight  wounds  in  action, 
winning  four  imperial  decorations  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor — the  French,  English,  Turkish  and  Sardinian 
crosses.  The  latter  was  bestowed,  while  he  lay 
wounded,  directly  from  the  hands  of  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  III. 

While  suffering  from  his  wound,  received  in  the 
Battle  of  Solferino,  he  had  leave  of  absence,  in  1859, 
to  visit  America  for  recuperation.  When  the  rebellion 
broke  in  this  country  he  quickly  transferred  his  citi¬ 
zenship  to  our  shores  and  threw  himself  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  into  our  great  conflict,  becoming  successively 
captain  and  major  of  New  York  Cavalry,  colonel  of 
Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  and  brigadier-general  of  that 
cavalry;  gallantly  serving  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  West 
Virginia,  the  Department  of  the  West  and  Texas, 
meanwhile  for  a  season  suffering  the  horrors  of  Libby 
and  Danville  Confederate  prisoners.  After  the  war 
General  Duffie  served  for  ten  years  as  United  States 
Consul  at  Cadiz,  Spain,  and  after  a  protracted  struggle 
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with  consumption,  he  died  at  his  Consular  post,  No¬ 
vember  8,  1880,  at  the  age  of  forty-five. 

Through  General  Alfred  Napoleon  and  Mary  Ann 
(Pelton)  Duffie,  descendants  of  this  branch  of  the 
Pelton  family  continue.  Their  son,  Baron  David 
Pelton  Duffie,  married  Adele  Minor,  daughter  of 
John  D.  Minor  of  New  York,  and  to  the  second 
generation  of  Duffies  four  children  were  born:  Clarre 
D.,  Adrain,  Bennett  and  Adele. 

The  late  Daniel  Pelton  of  West  New  Brighton  was 
the  last  male  member  of  this  direct  line  of  descent 
of  the  Pelton  family  being  survived  by  his  widow, 
Sophia  J.  (Franklin)  Pelton,  who  happily  is  still 
among  us.  His  birth  was  much  of  a  coincidence;  as 
mentioned  previously,  it  occurred  in  Franklin  Street, 
New  York,  on  January  17,  1818 — the  anniversary 
of  the  birth  of  our  patriot  and  statesman,  Benjamin 
Franklin.  Daniel  Pelton  was  a  remarkably  gifted  and 
blessed  man,  whose  view  of  life  was  elevated  above 
the  material  world.  Of  strong  leaning  to  the  intel¬ 
lectual,  he  had,  during  his  life,  acquired  a  learning 
that  was  incredible  for  a  man  of  such  limited  educa¬ 
tion.  He  was  a  prolific  writer  and  his  unceasing 
benevolence  toward  mankind  is  expressed  in  his 
volume  of  poems  “Greenwood,”  copies  of  which  are 
on  file  at  the  Public  Library  and  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  St.  George.  His 
mind  was  alert,  his  energy  tireless,  it  knew  no  horizon, 
for  in  the  quest  of  learning  it  traveled  to  those  limit¬ 
less  spaces  beyond  where  mortal  footsteps  could  tread. 
Of  the  old  school  of  American  gentlemen  and  poets 
who  had  gained  inspiration  from  the  spiritual  and 
natural  order  of  life,  his  personality  and  appearance 
easily  qualified  as  a  member  of  that  group.  He  was 
of  striking  similarity  to  Bryant  and  Longfellow,  as 
is  shown  by  the  accompanying  portrait.  He  was  a 
student  of  nature  and  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and 
took  great  pleasure  in  the  care  of  his  gardens.  In 
the  cultivation  of  fruits  and  flowers  he  achieved  a 
phenomenal  success.  As  one  of  the  sympathizers 
among  the  antebellum  abolishments  he  was  ever  active 
in  the  cause  of  anti-slavery,  and  in  civic  and  reli¬ 
gious  work  he  took  a  keen  interest.  In  politics  he 
was  a  staunch  Republican,  and  possessed  of  a  judicial 
mind,  he  was  called  upon  by  many  for  his  advice. 
His  strong  intellect,  his  just  nature  commended  them¬ 
selves  readily,  and  other  than  of  a  cultural  interest 
he  had  but  few  affiliations.  Among  them  may  be 
mentioned  the  Staten  Island  Building  Loan  and  Sav¬ 
ings  Associations,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  found¬ 
ers  and  a  director  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
passed  from  this  sphere  of  life  on  August  25,  1904, 
at  a  venerable  age,  enriched  with  honors  and  remem¬ 
bered  by  the  many  who  knew  him.  This  timely 
memory  shall  serve  as  a  recognition  to  him  in  the 
annals  of  our  Island’s  history. 

His  widow,  the  daughter  of  the  late  John  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  Josephine  T.  (Grymes)  Franklin,  is  of 
English  and  Dutch  ancestry.  Harry  F.  Franklin, 
Mrs.  Pelton’s  grandfather,  came  here  from  Rich¬ 
mond  Surrey,  England,  about  one  hundred  years 
ago,  and  Joshua  Grymes,  her  maternal  grandfather, 
from  Dumbleton  in  that  country.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  through 
Sophia  Flock,  who  married  Joshua  Grymes,  the 
Flocks  being  among  the  early  Dutch  settlers  in  New 
York.  Her  friends  and  guests  have  been  numbered 
among  the  well-known  men  and  women  of  the  times, 
a  condition  that  also  prevailed  at  their  home  during 
the  lifetime  of  Daniel  Pelton. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  BRINLEY,  JR.—' The 

result  of  progress  in  one’s  career  is  more  generally 


found  when  reliance  and  confidence  is  imposed  and 
responsibility  is  thus  accepted.  Such  a  place  in  life 
is  usually  attained  as  the  result  of  the  storing  up 
and  utilization  of  knowledge  gained  by  experience. 
An  exemplification  of  this  is  found  in  the  career  of 
a  resident  of  Westerleigh,  William  H.  Brinley,  Jr., 
who  holds  a  position  as  secretary  and  manager  of  a 
well-known  local  business  firm. 

William  H.  Brinley  was  born  October  24,  1886, 
in  West  New  Brighton,  his  parents  being  William 
H.  and  Caroline  (Roe)  Brinley.  For  generations 
both  the  Brinley  and  Roe  families  have  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  Staten  Island.  The  Brinley  family  is  of 
English  descent.  In  and  about  London,  England, 
the  name  is  prevalent  and  a  number  of  the  Brinleys 
have  resided  there  over  a  long  period  of  years.  It 
is  said  that  they  were  first  known  here  on  our  island 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  Seventeenth  Century  when 
they  left  the  Old  World  to  come  to  America. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  Nelson 
Brinley,  who  married  Frances  Egbert,  also  of  an 
old  family  of  this  community.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  sons  and  a  daughter:  John,  William  H., 
Tunice  and  Fanny  (Frances). 

William  H.  Brinley  was  born  August  4,  1859  and 
died  February  6,  1928.  He  was  a  merchant,  having 
maintained  a  grocery  store  and  also  found  time  to 
follow  his  trade  as  a  carpenter.  He  married  Caroline 
Roe,  who  was  born  December  11,  1861,  and  to  this 
union  there  are  two  sons:  William  H.  Jr.,  our  sub¬ 
ject;  and  Clarence  C.,  who  was  born  September  28, 
1888;  married  Susan  Finley  of  Westerleigh,  and  they 
have  four  children:  Elinor,  Marie,  Russell  and  Fin¬ 
ley;  Clarence  C.  Brinley  is  in  the  coal  merchandising 
business. 

As  a  boy  William  H.  Brinley,  Jr.,  attended  public 
School  No.  19  in  West  New  Brighton.  After  finish¬ 
ing  grammar  school  he  held  successively  a  number 
of  positions  until  finally  joining  the  employ  of  the 
Cassella  Color  Company  in  New  York  City  where 
he  remained  for  twelve  years.  In  the  meantime  he 
supplemented  his  education  by  attending  courses  at 
the  New  York  University  School  of  Finance,  there 
spending  three  years.  After  leaving  his  last  employ¬ 
ment  he  worked  for  three  years  for  the  Knicker¬ 
bocker  Mills  Company  and  for  a  similar  period  with 
the  Allen,  Wheeler  Lumber  Company  of  Staten 
Island.  From  the  latter  establishment  he  at  last 
transferred  to  the  company  where  he  is  employed  at 
the  present  time  as  secretary  and  manager.  This  is 
the  firm  of  Herman  J.  Meyer,  Inc.,  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  where  he  was  given  an  early  opportunity  to 
better  himself  and  did  so  by  his  own  initiative  within 
a  very  few  years’  time. 

For  years  Mr.  Brinley  has  been  associated  with 
the  Masonic  Order,  being  a  member  of  Richmond 
Lodge,  of  which  he  was  Master  in  1929.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  Richmond  Forest,  Tall  Cedars 
of  Lebanon,  No.  66;  is  also  president  of  the  Staten 
Island  Cemetery  Association;  a  member  of  the 
Staten  Island  Little  Theatre;  and  is  a  former  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  local  Lions  Club.  In  his  religious 
persuasion  he  is  a  member  and  a  vestryman  of  the 
Ascension  Church  of  West  New  Brighton.  In  his 
business  connections  he  has  acted  as  secretary  of  the 
Staten  Island  Lumber  Dealers’  Credit  Exchange,  a 
post  which  he  maintains  today.  Mr.  Brinley  has 
always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  out-of-door 
sports,  especially  golf  and  tennis  which  he  engages 
in  frequently.  The  Brinley  home,  a  splendid  struc¬ 
ture,  is  situated  in  Westerleigh,  at  No.  120  Kingsley 
Avenue. 

On  August  28,  1909,  our  subject  married  Ethel 
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M.  Steger,  a  daughter  of  Emile  E.  and  Hanna  M. 
Steger  of  Galveston,  Texas.  Mrs.  Brinley  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Adelphia  College  in  Brooklyn  and  is  county 
secretary  of  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  to  the  National 
Council  of  Episcopal  Churches.  She  is  also  county 
treasurer  of  the  League  of  Women  Voters.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brinley  have  two  children.  Wallis  M.  was  born 
May  25,  1910,  receiving  his  preliminary  schooling  at 
Public  School  No.  30  and  was  graduated  from  Curtis 
High  School,  and  William  E.,  born  February  24, 
1919,  is  a  pupil  at  Public  School  No.  30. 


FRANK  ABRAHAM  STRAUSS— Among  the 
outstanding  technical  men  of  Staten  Island  is  Frank 
Abraham  Strauss,  of  New  Brighton,  who  is  chief 
chemist  at  the  Standard  Varnish  Works  in  Port 
Richmond.  Mr.  Strauss  has  held  this  responsible 
position  since  1920,  prior  to  which  he  was  an  instruc¬ 
tor  and  a  lecturer  on  subjects  of  chemistry.  He 
specializes  particularly  in  organic  chemistry,  the 
chemistry  of  vegetable  oils  and  of  varnishes  and 
lacquers. 

Mr.  Strauss  was  born  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  October  16,  1893.  His  father,  Judge  Seligman 
J.  Strauss  was  a  leading  lawyer  in  his  community, 
was  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the 
Eleventh  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1926  was  prominent  in 
civic  and  legal  matters  of  his  native  state.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  city,  and  the  Harry  Hillman  Academy,  enter¬ 
ing  Cornell  University,  from  which  he  received  his 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  with  the  class  of  1913. 
Subsequently  he  studied  at  Columbia  University  and 
from  that  institution  of  learning  received  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts  with  the  class  of  1915,  and  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  1920.  During 
the  years  1919-20,  he  was  Lecturer  of  Electro¬ 
chemistry  at  Columbia  University  and  in  1920,  he 
accepted  his  present  post  with  the  Standard  Varnish 
Works.  Mr.  Strauss  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science;  the 
American  Chemical  Society,  Sigma  Xi,  the  National 
Honorary  Chemical  Society;  Phi  Lambda  Upsilon, 
national  honorary  chemical  fraternity;  and  the  Chem¬ 
ists  Club  of  New  York.  During  the  recent  World 
War,  he  served  his  country  as  instructor  at  the 
School  of  Fire  for  Field  Artillery,  Fort  Sill,  Okla¬ 
homa,  and  the  United  States  Gas  School. 

Mr.  Strauss  is  married,  his  wife  being  the  former 
Miss  Felicie  Bousson  of  Antwerp,  Belgium.  Mrs. 
Strauss  during  the  World  War  served  her  native 
country  as  a  volunteer  nurse  in  Queen  of  Belgium’s 
Hospital  close  to  the  battlefront.  She  holds  several 
decorations  from  the  Belgian  and  French  govern¬ 
ments  for  her  services.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strauss  have 
two  sons:  George,  born  June  25,  1923;  and  William, 
born  January  20,  1929.  Mrs.  Strauss  and  her  family 
reside  at  No.  230  Hamilton  Avenue,  New  Brighton. 


CHARLES  H.  INGALLS;  CHARLES  A. 
INGALLS — The  review  herein  is  one  of  an  old 
New  England  family,  the  progenitor  of  which  came 
from  England  just  after  the  first  quarter  of  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century.  The  Ingalls  were  anciently  known 
in  the  Old  World  as  is  shown  in  a  volume  contain¬ 
ing  the  Ingalls’  genealogy  compiled  and  later  pub¬ 
lished  in  1903.  Taking  up  the  history  of  their  direct 
line,  it  is  traced  from  Charles  A.  Ingalls,  the  first 
of  his  family  born  on  Staten  Island  to  Edmund 
Ingalls,  the  founder  of  the  Ingalls  in  America. 

The  Ingalls  family  was  one  of  the  earliest  to 
settle  in  Massachusetts,  its  first  representative  arriv¬ 


ing  in  Salem  in  1628,  but  eight  years  after  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth.  This  member 
was  Edmund  Ingalls,  son  of  Robert  and  a  grand¬ 
son  of  Henry  Ingalls.  The  latter,  who  was  a  native 
of  Skirbeck,  Lincolnshire,  England,  was  bom  about 
1480  and  it  is  gathered  from  records  and  documents 
relating  both  to  him  and  to  the  family  that  the  name, 
Ingalls,  is  of  Scandinavian  origin  and  derived  from 
Ingialld.  The  will  of  Henry  Ingalls  was  made  in 
*555,  while  that  of  his  son,  Robert,  was  recorded  in 
1617.  Mentioned  among  the  beneficiaries  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  in  addition  to  his  sons,  were  numerous  poor 
townsmen  of  Skirbeck. 

Edmund  Ingalls,  eldest  son  of  Robert  Ingalls,  was 
born  in  Skirbeck  about  1598.  He  came  to  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  with  Governor  Endicott’s  company, 
resided  there  a  year  and  then  left  with  his  younger 
brother,  Francis  and  four  others  to  aid  in  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  town  of  Lynn.  He  was  a  man  of  good 
character  and  a  prominent  citizen  whose  name  appears 
often  on  the  town  records.  His  death  occurred  in 
March,  1648.  His  wife  was  Anna  Ingalls,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Robert, 
Elizabeth,  Faith,  John,  Sarah,  Henry,  Samuel,  Mary 
and  Joseph. 

Of  these  children,  John  Ingalls  married,  May  26, 
1667,  Elizabeth  Barrett  of  Salem.  Previous  to  1687 
he  and  his  family  left  Lynn  to  reside  in  Bristol, 
Rhode  Island,  and  later  in  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts, 
where  the  family  was  seated  for  many  generations. 
John  Ingalls  died  December  31,  1721.  He  and  his 
wife  had  the  following  children:  John,  Elizabeth,  a 
second  Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  Edmund,  of  further 
mention. 

Edmund  Ingalls,  youngest  of  the  family,  was  born 
probably  at  Bristol  or  Cumberland,  Rhode  Island. 
He  married  on  November  29,  1705,  Eunice  Luddin, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Luddin  of  Braintree.  Later  on, 
Edmund  Ingalls  removed  to  Rehoboth,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  died  there.  He  and  his  wife  were  parents 
of  these  children:  Benjamin,  Elizabeth,  Ebenezer, 
Edmund,  Eunice,  Joseph,  of  further  mention  and 
Samuel. 

Joseph  Ingalls,  of  the  fourth  generation  in  this 
country,  married  Cordellay  Ann  Bullock.  They  prob¬ 
ably  moved  to  Otsego  County,  New  York,  about 
1790,  and  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Hezekiah,  Joseph,  Elkanah,  of  further  mention; 
Elihu,  Eunice,  Cordellay,  Edmund,  Grizzell,  Jona¬ 
than,  Cordellay  and  Luddin. 

Rev.  Elkanah  Ingalls  was  born  at  Rehoboth,  Feb¬ 
ruary  26,  1745.  He  was  a  Baptist  clergyman  at  Graf¬ 
ton,  Massachusetts,  in  1784,  but  returned  to  Rehoboth 
and  is  said  to  have  embraced  the  Universalist  faith. 
His  death  occurred  in  the  latter  town.  His  wife  was 
Rebecca  Pierce  and  they  had  nine  children:  Elkanah, 
Jr.,  of  further  mention;  Lydia,  Mary,  Eunice, 
Deirece,  Philip  Wheeler,  Lovell,  Samuel  Grafton  and 
Elizabeth. 

Elkanah,  the  eldest  son  of  the  Rev.  Elkanah  and 
Rebecca  (Pierce)  Ingalls,  was  born  at  Rehoboth, 
November  30,  1767.  He  married  (first)  Hannah 
King,  on  January  27,  1793  and  by  her  had  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Mehitable  and  Mary.  Later  he  married  Polly 
Haskell  and  they  had  six  children:  Elkanah;  Hannah, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four;  Allen  Haskell, 
born  in  1807,  died  in  1881;  Seth  Haskell,  born  in 
1808,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five;  William,  a 
contracting  mason  who  married  Betsey  Hathaway  of 
Assonet;  and  Joshua  King,  of  whom  further. 

Joshua  King  Ingalls  was  born  in  Swansea,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  July  21,  1816.  A  man  of  a  very  diverse 
and  ingenious  mind  he  was  also  of  a  deeply  studious 
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nature.  After  becoming  educated  for  the  ministry 
mainly  through  preaching  in  churches  of  his  denomi¬ 
nation,  the  Universalist,  he  was  pastor  of  houses 
of  worship  in  the  following  towns:  Southold,  Long 
Island;  Danbury,  Connecticut;  again  at  Southold 
and  lastly  in  Marietta,  Ohio.  In  the  latter  place  he 
followed  farming  in  addition  to  preaching  the  gospel, 
though  the  managing  of  his  farm  was  forsaken  in 
later  years.  Sojourning  in  the  east  upon  one  of  his 
few  trips  in  this  direction  and  having  an  inclination 
toward  commercial  pursuits,  he  ventured  into  the 
business  of  manufacturing  vault  lights.  Previously  he 
had  worked  out  a  plan  which  enabled  him  to  improve 
the  making  of  vault  lights,  which  though  already 
manufactured  under  a  patent,  greatly  needed  further 
improvement.  These  street  vault  lights  were  a 
heavily-molded  glass  set  in  steel  frames  which  re¬ 
flected  the  sunlight  into  basements  under  sidewalks. 
For  a  time  he  conducted  a  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Ingalls  and  Marks,  but  afterwards  he 
removed  to  Central  New  York  State  and  settled  near 
the  shore  of  Seneca  Lake.  Naming  his  place  of  abode 
Glenora,  which  is  now  the  site  of  a  thriving  little 
community,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  there. 
In  his  later  days  he  turned  to  the  writing  of  treatises 
which  were  the  outgrowth  of  his  studies  in  social 
and  political  science.  Before  his  death,  which  came 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  he  became  the  author  of 
a  volume,  “Social  Economy.” 

In  politics,  Joshua  K.  Ingalls  was  a  staunch  Repub¬ 
lican.  Public  affairs  of  the  day,  both  of  a  national 
and  local  character,  appealed  to  his  interest  and  intel¬ 
ligence  and  in  the  civic  life  of  the  community  he 
was  a  leader.  His  wife,  by  a  first  marriage,  was 
Amanda  Gray,  who  was  of  an  old  New  England 
family  and  came  from  a  typical  “Down  East”  com¬ 
munity.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Barrington,  Rhode 
Island,  December  23,  1819,  and  she  and  her  husband 
were  married  October  29,  1837,  in  Bristol,  Rhode 
Island.  Their  children  were:  Amanda  L.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Jacob  Mead;  Charles  H.,  of  whom  further  men¬ 
tion  is  made;  William  R.,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Civil  War;  Arthur  L.,  who  died  at  an  early  age; 
Harry  J.,  who  is  still  living  in  Monmouth  County, 
New  Jersey.  Joshua  K.  Ingalls  married  (second) 
Olive  Frazer. 

Charles  H.  Ingalls,  father  of  our  native  son, 
Charles  Arthur  Ingalls,  was  born  in  Southold,  Long 
Island,  March  17,  1843.  He  obtained  part  of  his 
education  in  Southold  and  at  the  early  age  of  four¬ 
teen  was  placed  in  charge  of  his  father’s  farm  in 
Marietta.  The  youth,  in  addition  to  this  work,  also 
acted  as  head  of  the  family  while  his  father  was 
away  preaching.  This  early  training  which,  needless 
to  say,  was  arduous  and  long,  did  much  to  aid  him 
later  in  life.  He  attended  school  in  Marietta  and  by 
his  own  perseverance  and  diligence  became  consider¬ 
ably  educated,  enough  to  teach  later  on  in  the  same 
school  in  Ohio. 

Charles  H.  Ingalls  was  an  avid  reader  of  good 
literature  and  became  a  citizen  of  a  substantial  char¬ 
acter,  working  faithfully  in  civic  affairs  and  all  com¬ 
munity  projects.  Like  his  father  he  returned  east¬ 
ward  after  the  family  farm  had  been  disposed  of, 
and  became  acquainted  with  Jacob  Wells  who  was  in 
turn  associated  with  the  Harper  Brothers,  publishers 
of  “Harper’s  Magazine.”  Being  of  an  artistic  tem¬ 
perament  he  was  endowed  with  a  natural  talent  for 
sketching  and  was  employed  in  this  manner  to  sketch 
illustrations  for  “Harper’s  Magazine.”  At  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  his  son  has  a  collection  of  many  of  the 
father’s  drawings  which  would  attract  notice  if  placed 
on  exhibition. 


The  elder  Ingalls  was  also  talented  musically  and 
sang  in  a  number  of  glee  clubs.  After  leaving  Harper’s 
he  became  employed  by  the  Metropolitan  Bank  of 
New  York  as  a  clerk,  where  he  stayed  until  the  bank 
failed  in  the  early  “eighties.”  Subsequently,  because 
of  his  business  and  accounting  ability,  he  organized 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Staten  Island  and  was  its 
first  cashier.  This  was  in  1886  and  the  bank  con¬ 
tinued  to  meet  with  increasing  success,  and  in  later 
years  Mr.  Ingalls  was  made  its  president.  In  1905 
the  institution  was  purchased  and  merged  by  the 
Corn  Exchange  Bank  of  New  York  at  which  time 
he  became  manager  of  the  Staten  Island  branch  of 
the  new  system.  He  held  this  post  for  a  few  years 
until  his  health  failed.  Upon  recovering  he  gave  his 
undivided  attention  to  affairs  of  civic  importance  in 
this  borough.  Philanthropic  work  and  child  welfare 
projects  also  commanded  his  attention.  In  the  latter 
connection  he  was  made  president  of  the  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  and  served 
as  treasurer  of  the  Mariners’  Family  Asylum  and 
Students’  Aid  Society. 

In  the  furthering  of  education  in  this  borough  Mr. 
Ingalls  was  prominent,  being  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education  for  several  years  and  a  trustee  of  Staten 
Island  Academy.  In  his  religious  affiliation  he  was 
a  member  and  trustee  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 
Though  generally  a  Republican  of  strong  conviction 
he  was  both  broad-minded  and  liberal,  giving  his 
vote  to  the  candidate  he  considered  best  fitted  for 
office.  In  a  presidential  election  he  cast  his  vote  for 
Grover  Cleveland. 

Mr.  Ingalls  continued  in  his  splendid  work  until. 
1918  when  his  health  again  began  to  fail  him  caus¬ 
ing  him  to  retire  permanently  from  all  civic  affairs. 
For  eight  years  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  sick¬ 
ness  which  gradually  left  him  incapable  of  speech. 
He  endured  patiently  the  ills  that  beset  him  until 
death  called  him  to  his  reward  on  September  27,  1926. 

Mr.  Ingalls’  wife  was  Anna  Eliza  Daniels  of  Port 
Richmond  whom  he  married  September  2,  1868.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Squire) 
Daniels  of  an  old  and  distinguished  Staten  Island 
family.  They  had  been  married  on  December  28, 
1843  and  in  the  records  of  1882  the  so-called  “John 
W.  Daniels  House”  was  numbered  at  No.  122  Shore 
Road,  Port  Richmond.  The  home  of  Mrs.  Catherine 
P.  Daniels,  who  survived  her  husband’s  death  by 
some  years  was  recorded  in  1897  as  being  at  No.  6 
Maple  Avenue,  Port  Richmond.  Her  daughter,  Anna 
Eliza  Daniels,  was  born  November  14,  1846. 

Charles  H.  and  Anna  E.  (Daniels)  Ingalls  were 
the  parents  of  Charles  Arthur  Ingalls,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  25,  1870  in  Port  Richmond.  As  a  boy  he  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  later  Gram¬ 
mar  School,  No.  54  in  Manhattan.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  began  his  association  with  the  First 
National  Bank  at  St.  George,  the  same  institution 
that  his  father  had  sponsored,  accepting  first  the 
usual  duties  that  the  beginner  in  this  business  must 
learn.  Mr.  Ingalls  rose  gradually  to  positions  of 
increasing  trust  and  importance  with  this  institution 
until  he  finally  became  associated  with  another  Corn 
Exchange  Bank  on  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York.  He 
now  holds  the  position  of  assistant  manager  of  this 
institution. 

Despite  his  banking  duties  our  subject  finds  time 
to  enjoy  civic  and  social  affiliations.  He  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  his  political  persuasion.  Being  greatly  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  history  of  Staten  Island  and  its  civic  and 
cultural  welfare,  he  is  treasurer  of  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  He  is  particularly 
fond  of  outdoor  sports  preferring  those  of  the  sum- 
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mer  season,  such  as  boating  and  all  forms  of  water 
sports. 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Ingalls  before  her  marriage  was 
Irene  E.  Van  Name  of  Mariner’s  Harbor.  The 
history  of  the  Van  Name  family,  one  of  the  pioneer 
family  groups  of  Staten  Island,  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  Irene  E.  Van  Name  was  a  daughter  of 
David  M.  Van  Name,  who  was  born  January  1,  1840, 
and  Sarah  (Wyckoff)  Van  Name,  of  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  New  Jersey,  who  were  also  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Travilla,  born  October  1,  1870; 
Ada  D.,  born  February  11,  1876;  Florence  Adelaide, 
born  September  20,  1879;  and  Sarah  Vida  Van  Name, 
bom  June  14,  1882.  The  grandfather  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  was  Charles  Van  Name,  born  August  25,  1806, 
and  married  Elizabeth  Mersereau.  This  Charles  Van 
Name  who  died  July  15,  1883,  was  a  son  of  Moses 
and  Mary  (La  Grange)  Van  Name.  The  father  of 
Moses  Van  Name  was  Aaron,  whose  father  was  also 
Aaron.  The  last  mentioned  man  was  born  August 
11,  1718  and  married  Mary  McLean.  They  had  the 
following  children:  Aaron,  Catharine,  Simon,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Ann,  Moses,  and  Charles. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Van  Name)  Ingalls  were 
united  in  marriage,  March  1,  1898,  by  the  Rev. 
Alfred  H.  Demarest,  pastor  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  Port  Richmond,  at  that  time.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ingalls  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Henry  Sherman 
Ingalls,  bom  August  5,  1903.  After  attending  Staten 
Island  Academy  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1920  he  entered  Rutgers  College  and  in  1924  received 
the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  During  the  last 
four  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Title 
Guarantee  and  Trust  Company  on  Staten  Island. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  national  fraternities,  Lambda 
Chi  Alpha  and  Alpha  Zeta. 

The  Ingalls  residence  is  pleasantly  situated  at  No. 
675  Forest  Avenue,  West  Brighton,  where  hospital¬ 
ity  greets  the  visitor  in  a  genuine  American  fashion. 
Here  one  also  finds  a  collection  of  antique  art,  paint¬ 
ings  and  books  in  all  of  which  the  host  and  hostess 
are  greatly  interested.  Their  home  typifies  a  love  of 
culture  and  refinement. 


HERBERT  LYNN  HALBERT,  M.  D.— Dr. 

Herbert  L.  Halbert,  well  known  in  local  medical 
circles,  has  been  engaged  in  professional  life  here 
since  1922,  and  is  junior  attending  surgeon  in  the 
Staten  Island  Hospital  and  attending  gynecologist  in 
the  Out  Patient  Department  of  the  Hospital  Dis¬ 
pensary. 

He  was  born  at  Ellicottsville,  Cattaraugus  County, 
New  York,  May  6,  1890,  son  of  Herbert  Henry  and 
Hattie  Lucy  (Bryant)  Halbert,  the  first  mentioned 
a  native  of  Virginia  and  latter  bom  in  Le  Roy, 
Genesee  County,  New  York.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  in  this 
State,  completing  his  preparation  for  college  in  Buf¬ 
falo  Central  High  School,  and  then  entered  Hobart 
College,  at  Geneva,  New  York,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1913  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science.  He  had  early  chosen  the  medical  profession 
as  his  field  of  service  and  when  his  college  course 
was  completed  he  began  professional  study  in  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Columbia 
University,  where  he  completed  his  course  in  1918, 
receiving  at  that  time  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  He  then  served  an  interneship  of  eighteen 
months  in  the  Staten  Island  Hospital,  after  which 
he  engaged  in  practice  in  diagnosis  and  in  surgery. 
Dr.  Halbert  is  a  member  of  the  county,  State,  and 
National  medical  associations  and  is  also  identified 
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with  the  Richmond  County  Practitioners’  Society. 
Fraternally,  he  is  identified  with  Phi  Beta  Kappa, 
college  fraternity  and  with  Phi  Rho  Sigma  Frater¬ 
nity;  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  Ark  Lodge,  No. 
33,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Geneva,  New 
York.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Baptist 
Church.  During  the  period  of  the  participation  of 
the  United  States  in  the  World  War,  Dr.  Halbert 
was  in  the  army  transport  service  from  November, 
1918  to  May,  1919,  stationed  on  the  “Yosemite,” 
transport  which  took  over  supplies  and  brought  back 
troops. 

Dr.  Herbert  Lynn  Halbert  was  married,  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1922,  to  Madeleine  Pickett,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Pickett,  and  a  descendant  of  General  Pickett. 


METCALFE-DURY — A  resident  of  Great  Kills 
whose  ancestors  saw  service  in  the  development  of 
Staten  Island  particularly  from  a  legal  and  con¬ 
stitutional  standpoint,  is  Mrs.  Emily  Dill  (Triggs) 
Dury  of  Great  Kills,  a  descendant  of  Judge  Henry 
Bleeker  Metcalfe,  one  time  county  judge  and  surrogate 
of  this  county. 

The  birth  of  Mrs.  Emily  Dill  (Triggs)  Dury  oc¬ 
curred  in  Great  Kills,  her  parents  being  William  Dill 
and  Elizabeth  C.  (Metcalfe)  Triggs,  of  that  place. 
She  was  one  of  two  children,  having  a  sister,  Bessie. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Dury  on  her  maternal 
side,  was  Judge  Henry  Bleeker  Metcalfe,  who  was 
one  of  the  foremost  legal  practitioners  and  magis¬ 
trates  with  which  Staten  Island  was  ever  endowed. 
He  was  the  grandson  of  Simon  Metcalfe,  the  pro¬ 
genitor  of  that  family  in  America,  who  had  come 
from  England  in  1765. 

Simon  Metcalfe  settled  in  New  York  City  and  wa3 
appointed  deputy  surveyor  of  the  colony,  a  position 
he  held  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  The  latter’s 
son,  George,  after  remaining  in  England  until  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  and  educated, 
journeyed  to  this  country  to  join  his  father.  He  first 
began  life  here  as  a  law  student  in  Albany  where 
he  resided  for  several  years.  He,  in  time,  removed 
to  Johnstown,  Fulton  County,  in  this  State,  where 
he  was  appointed  assistant  district  attorney  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Jay.  Following  a  fifteen-year  term  of  office 
from  1796  to  1811  he  came  to  New  York  City  where 
he  practiced  law  on  his  own  initiative  until  1816. 
Subsequently,  however,  he  removed  to  Staten  Island 
where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent.  He  later 
became  district  attorney  of  this  county. 

George  Metcalfe  married  the  daughter  of  Silas 
Talbot,  of  an  old  and  respected  family.  They  had 
several  children:  Maria,  who  married  William  S. 
Root  of  Tompkinsville:  Silas  Talbot;  Simon;  Cath¬ 
erine;  Henry  Bleeker,  of  whom  further;  Georgianna, 
who  married  Daniel  Fenn  of  Massachusetts;  Louisa; 
George;  and  twins.  George  Metcalfe  died  in  1826. 

Henry  Bleeker  Metcalfe  was  born  in  January, 
1805,  at  Johnstown,  New  York.  He  also  took  up  the 
study  of  law  and  for  some  years  prior  to  1833  he 
held  the  office  of  district  attorney.  In  1840  he  was 
appointed  county  judge  and  in  the  same  year  he 
became  engaged  as  a  United  States  boarding  officer 
at  Quarantine.  The  latter  office  he  continued  to  hold 
until  1843. 

In  1847,  Judge  Metcalfe  was  elected  (that  being 
the  first  election  to  that  office  under  the  Constitution 
of  1846)  county  judge  again  and  also  surrogate  of 
Richmond  County,  which  post  he  held  continuously 
up  to  1875.  In  this  year  he  resigned  to  take  his  seat 
as  a  member  of  Congress  at  Washington  to  which 
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office  he  was  also  elected.  This  honored  citizen  was 
for  many  years  the  active  manager  and  secretary  of 
the  Richmond  County  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  then  in  existence. 

Judge  Metcalfe  married  Mary  Van  Buskirk,  and  to 
this  union  eight  children  were  born:  Robert,  Henry  T., 
Charles,  George,  Elizabeth,  Frances,  Margaret  and 
Cordelia.  Judge  Metcalfe  died  at  his  home  near 
Richmond  in  1881,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  1895. 

The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Emily  Dill  (Triggs)  Dury 
was  Henry  Talbot  Metcalfe,  who  married  Catherine 
Eliza  Corson.  They  had  children:  Percival  and 
Emily,  who  died  in  infancy;  Charles,  George,  Henry, 
Mary,  and  Elizabeth  C.,  of  whom  further.  The  elder 
Metcalfe  died  in  1905,  thus  surviving  his  wife  by 
one  year. 

Elizabeth  C.  Metcalfe,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
who  lived  in  Greenridge,  married  William  Dill  Triggs. 
He  was  born  April  29,  1852,  in  Sacramento,  Cali¬ 
fornia.  As  a  youngster  he  left  his  native  State  with 
his  parents  and  came  East  around  Cape  Horn  in  a 
sailing  vessel  landing  in  Texas.  In  i860  he  came 
northward  and  settled  in  Spottswood,  New  Jersey. 
His  marriage  to  Miss  Metcalfe  took  place  several 
years  later,  on  June  26,  1879.  To  this  marriage  there 
were  born  two  children,  Emily  Dill,  of  whom  further, 
and  Bessie  Hilmer,  of  whom  further.  Bessie  Hil- 
mer  Triggs  attended  Public  School  No.  8,  and  then 
entered  Curtis  High  School  from  which  she  grad¬ 
uated.  Her  marriage  to  R.  H.  Moore  of  Amityville, 
Long  Island,  took  place  in  1908.  One  son,  Leonard 
T.,  was  born  to  this  marriage. 

Emily  Dill  Triggs  obtained  her  preliminary  school¬ 
ing  from  Public  School  No.  8,  which  was  followed 
by  a  private  tutelage  at  home.  She  married,  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1900,  Louis  C.  Dury,  of  New  York. 
They  have  two  children,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Great  Kills:  1.  Louis  G.  was  born  August  11,  1901, 
attended  Public  School  No.  8,  in  Great  Kills  and 
Curtis  High  School.  Upon  his  graduation  from  the 
latter  institution  he  entered  Stevens  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology  in  Hoboken  where  he  studied  engineering. 
He  received  his  diploma  a  few  years  ago  and  at  the 
present  time  follows  the  occupation  of  a  mechanical 
engineer.  He  married  Helen  Whitney  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  a  daughter  of  Richard  E.  and  Isabelle  Whit¬ 
ney.  They  have  one  child,  Richard  Louis.  2.  Frances 
E.,  graduated  from  Public  School  No.  8,  and  attended 
Curtis  High  School.  She  lives  at  home  with  her  par¬ 
ents. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dury  are  interested  mainly 
in  their  home  and  their  children  but  find  time  to 
participate  in  affairs  of  a  civic  and  social  nature. 
They  are  both  particularly  interested  in  the  past 
history  of  Staten  Island,  as  the  ancestors  of  Mrs. 
Dury  were  among  the  influential  of  their  time.  The 
Dury  home  is  located  at  No.  144  Hillside  Terrace, 
Great  Kills. 


HIRAM  C.  HORTON — Recognized  as  an  author¬ 
ity  on  the  organization  and  management  of  Building 
and  Loan  Associations,  Hiram  C.  Horton  of  Wester- 
leigh,  is  also  highly  respected  as  a  citizen  of  this 
borough.  His  opinions  and  recommendations  are 
valued  in  every  worthy  movement  whether  of  a 
commercial,  civic,  or  social  nature  affecting  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community. 

A  member  of  an  old  American  family  of  English 
descent,  Hiram  C.  Horton  is  a  native  of  New  York 
State  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Richmond  County 
for  many  years.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Spring- 
water,  Livingston  County,  on  July  24,  1862,  the  son 
of  Isaiah  and  Ruth  E.  (Adams)  Horton,  and  a 


grandson  of  Isaiah  and  Charlotte  (Chatfield)  Horton. 
Though  his  parents  were  native  of  that  section  of 
New  York  State  in  which  Mr.  Horton  was  born, 
earlier  generations  of  the  family  were  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  the  southern  part  of  Connecticut, 
and  of  the  Village  of  Southold,  Long  Island.  The 
earliest  paternal  American  ancestor,  of  whom  Mr. 
Horton  has  record  and  from  whom  he  is  a  descend¬ 
ant  in  the  eighth  generation,  was  Barnabas  Horton, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  England  in  1640. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Horton  removed  from  Livingston 
County  when  his  son  was  but  two  years  of  age,  settled 
in  Ontario  County  and  there  engaged  in  farming 
for  many  years.  It  was  in  the  town  of  Victor,  this 
county,  that  young  Horton  received  his  first  scho¬ 
lastic  instruction  in  the  district  and  village  schools. 
He  was  later  graduated  from  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Geneseo  in  Livingston  County,  taking  a 
four  years’  course  in  two  and  one-half  years,  com¬ 
pleting  his  preparation  for  the  teaching  profession. 

In  July,  1888,  Mr.  Horton  came  to  Staten  Island, 
and  for  one  year  was  engaged  as  a  school  teacher 
in  the  village  of  Pleasant  Plains;  then  for  nearly 
twenty  years  thereafter  was  associated  with  the  pub¬ 
lishers  of  two  periodicals  in  Manhattan,  “The  India 
Rubber  World,”  and  the  “Engineering  Magazine,” 
now  known  as  “Industrial  Management,”  these  two 
affiliations  occupying  much  of  his  time  from  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1891,  to  October,  1910. 

Mr.  Horton,  however,  began  to  take  a  deep  inter¬ 
est  in  other  affairs  during  the  early  1890’s.  He  joined 
the  Prohibition  Park  development,  became  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Prohibition  Park  Building  Loan  and 
Savings  Association  and  acted  as  one  of  the  auditors 
of  this  society  for  three  years — from  January,  1893  to 
January,  1896.  He  was  made  a  director,  April  7, 
1894;  was  elected  vice-president,  January  6,  1896  and 
secretary  the  following  year.  The  last-named  office 
he  has  held  from  that  time  to  the  present.  In  May, 
1916,  he  entered  the  real  estate  and  insurance  busi¬ 
ness  with  offices  in  the  original  structure  occupied 
by  the  association,  which  had  come  to  be  known  as 
the  Westerleigh  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Associa¬ 
tion,  its  present  designation.  On  September  19,  1925, 
the  splendid  new  home  of  the  association,  located  at 
No.  832  Jewett  Avenue,  Westerleigh,  was  formally 
opened  for  business.  Mr.  Horton  has  continued  his 
realty  and  insurance  interests  at  the  latter  address, 
other  duties  connected  with  his  business  being  at¬ 
tended  to  by  his  son,  L.  Waldo  Horton.  The  latter 
conducted  the  real  estate  and  insurance  agencies  at 
No.  455  Jewett  Avenue,  under  the  name  of  H.  C. 
Horton  and  Son  until  March  1,  1929,  when  it  merged 
with  Moffatt  and  Schwab,  and  was  incorporated  under 
the  name  of  Moffatt  and  Schwab,  Incorporated. 

In  the  earlier  days  of  Mr.  Horton’s  affiliation  with 
the  Prohibition  Park  Building  and  Loan  Association 
he  found  out  that  in  order  to  learn  the  business  it 


was  necessary  to  seek  information  wherever  it  might 
be  found,  for  accounting  systems  and  records  were 
largely  unreliable  and  lacking  in  facts.  But  upon 
the  establishment  of  the  Metropolitan  League  of  New 
York  City  the  record  of  its  meetings,  the  fruits  of 
its  discussions  and  the  personal  contacts  he  made 
enabled  him  to  become  familiar  with  the  work  being 
accomplished.  He  became  vice-president  of  the  Met¬ 
ropolitan  League  for  two  years  and  president  for  a 
similar  period.  But  even  though  rising  to  a  position 
of  influence  and  respect  within  his  profession  he  has 
several  times  taken  special  courses  designed  to  further 
aid  him  in  his  work. 

Mr.  Horton  was  honored  on  June  20,  1924,  with 
the  presidency  of  the  New  York  State  League  of 
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Building  and  Loan  Associations.  Prior  to,  during, 
and  since  his  incumbency  of  this  office  he  has  attended 
meetings  in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  labor¬ 
ing  most  enthusiastically  for  the  advancement  and 
efficiency  of  organizations  which  are  dedicated  to 
the  service  of  countless  thousands  of  people  who 
desire  to  provide  against  old  age  and  other  phases 
of  life’s  vicissitudes.  An  eloquent  expression  of  the 
feelings  entertained  by  his  fellows  in  the  New  York 
State  League  of  Building  and  Loan  Associations  was 
evidenced  when  in  June,  1926,  one  year  following  the 
expiration  of  his  term  as  president,  Mr.  Horton  was 
presented  with  a  beautiful  gold  watch.  His  abilities 
and  helpful  counsel  are  also  appreciated  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  organization  known  as  the  United  States  Build¬ 
ing  and  Loan  League  of  which  Mr.  Horton  was  for 
three  years  a  member  of  the  committee  on  education. 
He  is  secretary  and  member  of  the  directorate  of  the 
Land  Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  well  as 
being  a  member  of  the  American  Savings  Building 

I  and  Loan  Institute,  which  is  a  society  much  similar 
in  its  scope  to  the  American  Institute  of  Banking, 
being  composed  of  the  foremost  men  in  their  fields. 

Mr.  Horton  finds  time  for  interest  in  affairs  aside 
from  those  of  a  purely  financial  nature.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  actively  interested  in  Masonic 
affairs,  thus  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  grand¬ 
father  and  father,  who  were  also  very  prominent  in 
Masonry.  He  is  affiliated  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  with  Tyrian 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  His  other  associations 
include  membership  in  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Staten  Island  Kiwanis  Club  and  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  His 
religious  membership  is  with  Immanuel  Church  of 
Westerleigh  which  he  serves  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees. 

Hiram  C.  Horton  married,  July  21,  1887,  the  late 
Ella  M.  Sanderson  of  North  Bergen,  Genesee 
County,  New  York,  daughter  of  the  late  Lyman  S. 
and  Mary  Jane  (Hudson)  Sanderson.  Both  the 
Hudson  and  Sanderson  families  were  long  seated  in 
Western  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Ruth,  wife 
of  George  S.  Terry,  formerly  of  East  Bloomfield, 
Ontario  County,  New  York,  now  of  Brockport,  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Henry  Harrison 
and  Company,  produce  dealers,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  six  children:  Spencer,  Sherwin,  James,  Elea¬ 
nor,  Lorinda  and  Patricia  Ann.  2.  Genevieve,  who 
resides  with  her  father  at  their  residence  No.  1 75 
Wardwell  Avenue,  Westerleigh.  3.  L.  Waldo  (q.  v.), 
who  is  now  treasurer  of  Moffatt  and  Schwab,  Incor¬ 
porated.  Mrs.  Horton’s  death  occurred  January  16, 
1930  . 


CHRISTOPHER  STEADMAN— One  of  the 

industries  long  known  and  native  to  our  community 
is  that  of  the  manufacture  of  bricks.  Since  its  incep¬ 
tion  locally,  more  than  a  half  century  ago,  it  has 
attracted  men  of  skill  and  technical  learning  who 
have  aided  in  the  art  and  productivity  of  this  field. 
In  this  narrative  is  related  the  career  of  one  whose 
life  has  been  spent  in  this  study  and  in  the  making 
of  bricks  and  allied  commodities  in  the  person  of 
Christopher  Steadman,  a  resident  of  Huguenot  Park, 
Staten  Island. 

The  birth  of  Christopher  Steadman  occurred  in 
Sherwood  Forest,  England,  on  October  22,  1872,  his 
parents  having  been  George  and  Eliza  (Rose)  Stead¬ 
man.  After  acquiring  an  elementary  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  district,  he  pursued  three  years 
of  training  in  mechanical  engineering  under  the  tute- 
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lage  of  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Steadman,  an  engi¬ 
neer  and  contractor  in  England.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  left  the  homeland  to  journey  to  America 
where,  prior  to  his  entry  into  professional  life,  he 
studied  for  two  years  more.  This  period  was  devoted 
to  the  accomplishment  of  special  scientific  courses  in 
Boston  and  was  followed  by  his  association  with  the 
Massachusetts  Broken  Stone  Company,  contractors 
and  engineers. 

It  was  during  these  years  that  the  State  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  launched  a  campaign  for  the  construction 
of  highways,  particularly  within  its  large  industrial 
and  strongly  populated  areas.  The  firm  with  which 
Mr.  Steadman  was  connected  was  called  upon  to 
undertake  a  large  portion  of  this  work.  With  his 
training  and  experience  as  an  engineer,  one  of  the 
foremost  essentials  in  the  direction  of  such  projects, 
he  was  duly  assigned  to  the  construction  of  one  of 
the  most  important  roadways.  In  due  time,  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  having  built  the  first  official  State  high¬ 
way  in  the  country  as  well  as  having  completed  the 
first  cement  and  concrete  work  on  bridges  and  abut¬ 
ments  for  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire,  was  tendered  him. 

Influenced  by  his  success  in  this  work,  officials  of 
the  American  Brick  Company  in  1904  prevailed  upon 
Mr.  Steadman  to  supervise  the  construction  of  their 
new  plant  on  Staten  Island.  He  came  here  in  that 
year  to  commence  the  erection  of  this  new  factory 
and  upon  its  completion  was  awarded  the  position 
of  superintendent  of  the  plant  in  which  capacity  he  is 
still  occupied.  In  addition  to  fulfilling  this  post,  he 
has  succeeded  in  inventing  and  patenting  several 
practical  devices  in  connection  with  brick  manufac¬ 
turing  and  has  come  to  be  recognized  by  this  indus¬ 
try  as  one  of  its  most  advanced  authorities.  The 
economical  handling  of  brick  was  furthered  essentially 
by  the  use  of  electrical  appliances,  a  plan  first  under¬ 
taken  by  him.  Besides  having  been  the  first  to  send 
bricks  in  units  to  New  York  City,  he  invented  and 
utilized  the  forced-draft  method  of  burning  brick, 
thus  cutting  the  actual  time  of  burning  from  eight 
to  three  and  one  half  days  and  thereby  manfacturing 
a  better  brick. 

In  1918  Mr.  Steadman  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  23d  Engineers  and  was  assigned  to  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  with  which  unit  he 
constructed  huts  and  barracks  for  the  army  in  France. 
After  the  Armistice  he  remained  in  France  helping 
in  the  salvage  work  of  a  large  area,  returning  to  the 
United  States  in  1919,  and  in  November  of  that  year 
received  his  discharge  from  service. 

Mr.  Steadman  is  a  member  of  the  National  Brick 
Manufacturers’ Association  and  fraternally,  he  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  381,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Staten  Island  Chapter,  No.  196, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Empire  Commandery,  No.  66, 
Knights  Templar;  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Jubilee  Council, 
Emmanuel  Chapter;  Rose  Croix,  Sutton  Lodge  of 
Perfection,  and  Massachusetts  Consistory  in  Valley 
of  Boston. 

Christopher  Steadman  married  Lena  R.  Redmond, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Minnie  Belle  (Tryon)  Red¬ 
mond,  of  Solon,  Maine.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steadman 
were  born  four  children:  1.  Katharine,  married  Har¬ 
old  Fuller,  of  Salem,  Massachusetts.  2.  Christopher, 
attending  Lehigh  University.  3-  George  C.  and  4. 
Richard  E.,  students  of  Tottenville  High  School. 


BENEDICT  PARKER— About  a  decade  and  a 
half  ago  the  large  chain  store  systems,  dealing  in 
various  commodities — particularly  groceries  and  pro- 
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visions — on  a  cash  and  carry  basis,  established 
branches  on  Staten  Island.  At  that  time  there  was, 
in  every  retail  district  here,  at  least  one  outstanding 
merchant  in  each  line  of  trade.  In  the  face  of  such 
keen  competition,  a  goodly  number  of  these  men  still 
remain,  and  through  their  long  years  of  residence 
they  have  also  played  an  important  part  in  the  civic 
and  social  progress  of  the  island. 

Until  his  retirement  ten  years  ago,  the  late  Bene- 
diet  Parker  was  known  as  one  of  West  New  Bright 
ton’s  foremost  grocers  and  along  with  his  mercantile 
responsibilities,  he  shared  of  his  time  in  other  activ¬ 
ities  to  the  interest  of  his  community. 

The  Parker  family  was  among  the  early  residents 
in  the  Castleton  Avenue  section,  where  they  had  large 
interests  in  real  estate  and  took  an  active  part  in 
the  affairs  of  the  time.  At  their  home,  which  stood 
near  the  corner  of  Castleton  Avenue  and  Richmond 
Street,  there  gathered  in  the  olden  days  hosts  of 
relatives  and  friends  from  New  York  and  elsewhere. 
Staten  Island  was  then  in  its  prime  as  a  social  center; 
and  into  this  environment  Benedict  Parker  was  born, 
seventy-five  years  ago.  His  father,  in  addition  to 
being  the  owner  of  valuable  real  estate,  was  a  suc¬ 
cessful  dealer  in  grain  and  feed,  numbering  among 
his  customers  the  well-to-do  families  whose  estates 
occupied  much  of  the  surrounding  territory. 

When  his  schooling  was  finished  Benedict  Parker 
became  associated  with  his  parent  in  business,  and 
upon  the  death  of  the  elder  Parker,  he  was  prepared 
to  manage  the  business  with  intelligence  and  ability. 
In  time  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  being 
located  first  at  Castleton  Avenue  and  Richmond 
Street;  and  later  at  Broadway  and  Delafield  Avenue. 
For  forty  years  he  was  thus  occupied,  until  about 
1918,  when  he  sold  out.  He  had  done  a  large  volume 
of  business  and  gained  a  splendid  reputation  as  a 
merchant. 

As  the  years  passed  he  turned  his  attention  to  other 
activities.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Richmond  Insur¬ 
ance  Company  of  New  York,  and  a  trustee  of  the 
Richmond  County  Savings  Bank,  and  eventually  be¬ 
came  vice-president  of  this  institution.  He  held  these 
offices  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Near  his  home,  when 
he  was  a  boy,  there  stood  a  stretch  of  forestry,  which 
land  he  lived  to  see  cleared,  subdivided  and  developed 
into  a  business  and  residential  community.  On  a 
portion  owned  by  him,  he  realized  substantial  returns 
in  later  years.  He  lived  for  a  time  in  the  property 
at  No.  495  Clove  Road  which  he  had  purchased,  but 
later  moved  to  No.  191  Elizabeth  Street,  where  he 
permanently  remained.  He  spent  much  of  his  leisure 
time  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  home,  and  in  reading 
good  literature,  and,  being  scholarly  he  was  a  student 
of  many  subjects.  In  1898  he  was  a  steward  of  the 
old  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  down  on  the 
Shore  Road,  now  Richmond  Terrace,  in  West  New 
Brighton.  At  the  time  of  his  passing  he  was  active 
in  the  Bible  class,  a  deacon  and  trustee  of  the  new 
church,  at  Delafield  Avenue  and  Elizabeth  Street, 
which  he  generously  assisted  from  time  to  time.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  the  Commandery 
and  the  Shrine  of  the  Masonic  Order,  holding  a 
membership  in  the  Mongaup  Lodge,  at  Liberty,  New 
York. 

Mr.  Parker  never  forgot  his  schooling  in  a  gentle¬ 
man’s  deportment  taught  him  by  his  father;  and 
even  though  he  lived  far  into  this  age  of  rush  and 
push,  he  remained  the  dignified  gentleman,  whose 
poise  and  courtly  manner  were  sometimes  mistaken  for 
aloofness,  when  in  reality  he  was  friendly,  considerate 
and  humanitarian  at  heart.  In  personal  appearance 
he  was  a  man  of  stately  presence,  and  truly  earned 


the  title  “A  gentleman  of  the  old  school.”  He  died 
April  6,  1927,  and  was  buried  in  the  Moravian 
Cemetery. 

Mr.  Parker  married  (first)  Ella  Tidd,  who  died 
thirty  years  ago;  and  (second)  Anna  W.  (Gallis) 
Decker,  who  survives  him.  By  the  first  marriage 
there  were  two  children:  George  B.,  who  married 
Anna  L.  Halbert;  and  Bertha  E.,  who  married  Frank 
E.  Lewis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  have  three  children 
Ethel  E.,  Francis  and  Benedict.  During  his  later 
years  Mr.  Parker  and  his  family  vacationed  in  the 
summer-time  on  his  farm  at  Liberty. 


HON.  ARNOLD  J.  B.  WEDEMEYER— Hav¬ 
ing  served  both  his  native  State  and  city,  first  as  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  and  later  in  the  judiciary 
as  a  judge  of  the  Municipal  Court,  Judge  Arnold 
J.  B.  Wedemeyer  has  rightly  earned  a  place  of 
respect  and  esteem  among  his  fellow-citizens.  Not 
only  in  his  professional  activities  has  he  rendered 
useful  and  lasting  help  but  in  the  more  cultural  and 
social  affairs  of  life  he  is  identified  with  our  com¬ 
munity’s  best  interests. 

Judge  Wedemeyer  is  a  native  of  Stapleton,  where 
his  birth  occurred  October  14,  1877,  the  son  of  H. 
William  and  Wilhelmina  (Carsten)  Wedemeyer. 
The  judge’s  father  came  from  Germany  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  April  30,  1869,  the  day  of  his  birth  anniversary, 
and  at  first  located  in  Manhattan.  After  his  marriage 
in  1875,  in  Hoboken,  he  came  to  Staten  Island  and 
settled  in  Stapleton  where  the  family  has  since 
resided  except  for  a  period  of  three  years  spent  in 
North  Dakota.  While  there  the  parents  of  H.  Wil¬ 
liam  Wedemeyer,  who  were  Henry  and  Anna  R. 
(Hauer)  Wedemeyer,  joined  their  son,  they  also  hav¬ 
ing  come  from  Germany.  In  1883,  after  their  death 
out  west,  the  judge’s  father  returned  to  Staten  Island 
where  he  followed  the  vocation  of  a  merchant.  Since 
January  10,  1910,  the  elder  Wedemeyer  has  held  the 
position  of  clerk  of  the  Municipal  Court  at  Staple- 
ton.  His  wife  died,  November  17,  1911.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Wedemeyer: 
the  judge,  of  whom  further  and  Wilhelmina,  who 
is  Mrs.  Frederick  J.  Seuberth,  resident  of  Staten 
Island. 

Hon.  Arnold  J.  B.  Wedemeyer  obtained  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  Union  Free  School,  now  Public  School, 
No.  14,  of  Stapleton.  It  was  while  there  that  he 
conceived  his  ambition  for  the  legal  profession  and 
as  soon  as  possible  he  made  entrance  into  the  Law 
School  of  New  York  University  having  taken  his 
preparatory  course  in  a  Manhattan  School.  He 
worked  his  way  through  Law  School,  while  holding 
a  position  in  a  local  store  in  the  morning  and  taking 
up  his  studies  in  the  afternoons.  He  added  to  these 
labors  the  task  of  working  and  studying  in  the  eve¬ 
nings,  and  for  three  years  gave  up  all  pleasures  and 
the  companionship  of  friends  for  the  satisfaction  of 
attaining  his  ambition.  Such  devotion  to  an  ideal 
brought,  of  course,  its  natural  reward  and  in  1898 
he  graduated  with  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
Then  there  was  another  slight  hiatus  when  it  was 
discovered  that  Judge  Wedemeyer  had  obtained  his 
degree  before  he  had  reached  the  legal  age  of  man¬ 
hood.  On  that  account  he  was  temporarily  held  from 
admission  to  practice  at  the  bar. 

Determining  to  engage  in  matters  pertaining  to 
his  profession  even  as  a  clerical  worker,  Judge  Wede¬ 
meyer  obtained  a  position  as  a  clerk  in  the  employ 
of  the  late  George  M.  Pinney,  an  eminent  Staten 
Island  resident  and  former  district  attorney  of  Rich¬ 
mond  County,  with  offices  in  Manhattan.  This  time 
passed  quickly  with  the  result  that  in  March  of  1900 


•  « 


. 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


85 


he  became  a  member  of  the  Bar  of  New  York 
State.  He  then  was  associated  for  some  time  as 
managing  clerk  with  former  Judge  George  W.  Stake, 
of  Stake  and  Eckerson,  in  Manhattan,  at  the  same 
time  conducting  his  own  law  practice.  After  remain¬ 
ing  in  this  service  until  the  early  part  of  1902  he  then 
became  connected  in  the  same  capacity  with  the  firm 
of  Quackenbush  and  Wise,  where  he  stayed  until 
he  established  a  law  office  of  his  own  at  No.  132 
Nassau  Street,  New  York. 

In  1904  Judge  Wedemeyer  was  nominated  and  sub¬ 
sequently  elected  to  the  State  Assembly  and  in  the 
following  year  his  constituents  reelected  him  for  a 
term  ending  in  1906.  This  incumbency  took  place 
more  than  a  score  of  years  ago  when  Staten  Island 
was  allowed  but  one  representative  in  that  body  of 
the  State  Legislature.  During  this  period  he  was 
successful  in  having  a  bill  passed  through  the  Senate 
and  Assembly  for  the  purchase  of  the  Billop  House. 
The  bill  was  later  vetoed  by  the  Governor  but  it 
had  at  least  gained  the  approval  of  members  of  two 
houses  who  realized  its  historic  significance. 

Assemblyman  Wedemeyer  was  nominated  for  the 
Municipal  Court  Bench  in  1909  and  was  elected  in 
the  face  of  great  political  odds  which  existed  in  his 
own  judicial  district  comprising  the  Second,  Fourth 
and  Fifth  wards,  then  commonly  referred  to  as  the 
towns  of  Middletown,  Southfield  and  Westfield  re¬ 
spectively.  Being  chosen  for  this  office  for  a  ten- 
year  term  Judge  Wedemeyer  has  twice  enjoyed  reelec¬ 
tion,  once  in  1919  and  again  in  1929.  His  present 
term  of  office  expires  December  31,  1939. 

Judge  Wedemeyer  is  exceptionally  active  in  legal 
circles  and  his  popularity  is  evidenced  by  the  un¬ 
stinted  acclaim  given  him  by  a  number  of  his  col¬ 
leagues  who  preside  in  various  courts  of  Greater 
New  York.  In  a  letter  of  congratulation  sent  him 
following  his  reelection  to  the  Municipal  Court 
Bench  in  November,  1929,  Associate  Justice  William 
F.  Hagarty  of  the  Supreme  Court  Appellate  Division, 
Second  Judicial  Department  in  Brooklyn  wrote  in 
part:  “Your  knowledge  of  the  law,  your  training 
and  industry,  coupled  with  your  gentlemanly  instincts 
and  desire  to  do  justice  at  all  times  will  continue 
you  in  office  as  an  ideal  judge  and  uphold  the  high 
traditions  of  the  Judiciary  of  this  Department.” 
Truly,  our  subject’s  services  within  the  judiciary  have 
exemplified  his  sterling  character  and  have  tended 
to  benefit  the  community  at  large.  Many  cases  have 
been  settled  amicably  due  to  his  keen  judgment, 
unbiased  manner  of  arbitrating  difficulties  and  his 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  law.  The  decisions  ren¬ 
dered  in  several  cases  have  set  a  precedent  for  the 
disposition  of  these  types  of  cases.  Resumes  of  the 
entire  proceedings  have  been  published  as  test  cases 
in  text  books  which  law  students  have  access  to. 

Judge  Wedemeyer  is  affiliated  with  Klopstock 
Lodge,  No.  760,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Richmond  Forest,  No. 
66,  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon  and  Staten  Island  Lodge 
No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
He  is  Past  Regent  of  the  Stapleton  Council,  Royal 
Arcanum,  having  served  the  State  Body  of  this 
organization  as  chairman  of  the  Law  Committee.  He 
is  also  affiliated  with  the  following  clubs:  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Rifle  Club,  the  Steuben  Club,  the  Silver  Lake 
Golf  Club  and  the  Democratic  Club.  Civic  develop¬ 
ment  projects  have  always  found  him  willing  to  aid 
and  generous  of  his  services. 

Judge  Wedemeyer  was  married,  on  October  23, 
1901,  in  Tompkinsville  to  M.  Adeline  Rendt,  sister 
of  the  present  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  David 


S.  Rendt.  To  this  union  one  daughter,  Isabel 
Beatrice,  was  born  January  7,  1904.  She  died  Jan¬ 
uary  27,  1913.  Following  her  death  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Wedemeyer  adopted  a  daughter,  Margaret  Dorothy, 
born  May  9,  1909  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  Alfred 
Barbour  of  Great  Kills.  They  have  one  son,  Alfred 
Arnold,  born  March  13,  1929.  The  Wedemeyer  home 
is  attractively  located  at  No.  155  Cebra  Avenue, 
Stapleton. 


GEORGE  CHRISTIAN  FREDERICK  HAAS 

—Librarian  of  Wagner  College,  the  late  Dr.  George 
Christian  Frederick  Haas  was  noted  for  his  scho¬ 
lastic  abilities  and  for  his  oratorical  skill.  Previous 
to  his  appointment  as  one  of  the  professors  of  Staten 
Island’s  institute  of  learning  Dr.  Haas  was  pastor 
of  New  York  City’s  leading  Lutheran  Church,  where 
he  is  held  in  loving  memory  for  his  kindliness  and 
urbanity. 

Dr.  Haas  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
May  s,  1854,  the  son  of  John  C.  and  Anna  (Schur) 
Haas.  After  graduating  from  the  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Academy  at  Philadelphia,  he  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania,  receiving  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  (first  honor),  in  1876,  followed 
by  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1879.  Dr. 
Haas  then  took  an  additional  course  at  the  Lutheran 
Theological  Seminary,  Philadelphia,  receiving  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  in  1880.  Muhlenburg 
College,  Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  granted  Dr.  Haas 
a  similar  degree  in  1901.  In  1880  Dr.  Haas  was 
appointed  to  the  pastorate  of  St.  Mark’s  Lutheran 
Church  in  New  York  City,  which  he  held  con¬ 
tinuously  until  1921,  when  he  was  tendered  a  pro¬ 
fessorship  in  the  Wagner  Memorial  Lutheran  Col¬ 
lege  of  Staten  Island.  Dr.  Haas  held  the  office 
of  president  of  the  New  York  Ministerium  for  four 
different  terms,  as  follows:  1893  to  1896,  1899  to 
1902,  1908  to  19x1,  and  1914  to  1917.  His  recreations 
were  music,  photography  and  microscopy,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
New  York  Microscopical  Society.  He  was  treasurer 
of  the  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  of  the  Lutheran  Emigrant  House.  The 
college  fraternity  Phi  Beta  Kappa  included  him  in 
its  membership. 

Dr.  Haas  was  married  (first),  in  1901,  to  Anna 
S.  Hansen,  deceased,  and  (second),  in  May,  1906, 
to  Clara  M.  Holthusen,  of  New  York  City.  He 
had  one  son,  George  C.  O.  Haas.  The  death  of  Dr. 
Haas  occurred  September  28,  1927. 


CLARENCE  C.  STOUGHTON— One  of  Staten 
Island’s  leaders  in  business  life,  educational  and 
community  work  is  Clarence  C.  Stoughton,  former 
principal  of  Wagner  High  School,  and  now  sec¬ 
retary  of  Moffatt  and  Schwab,  Incorporated,  real 
estate  and  insurance  brokers.  Mr.  Stoughton  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  most  of  the  public  affairs  organizations 
of  the  island  and  is  ever  to  the  fore  in  all  projects 
for  the  advancement  of  Richmond  Borough.  During 
the  World  War  he  did  much  excellent  work  overseas 
and  received  the  commendations  of  his  superior 
officers. 

Mr.  Stoughton  was  bom  in  Rochester,  New  York, 
February  8,  1895,  the  son  of  George  and  Caroline 
(Lutz)  Stoughton,  of  English  and  German  extraction, 
respectively,  both  descendants  of  pioneer  Rochester 
families.  He  received  his  early  education  in  Public 
School  No.  24,  in  that  city,  later  attending  the  West 
High  School,  where  he  officiated  as  assistant  editor 
of  the  school  magazine.  Following  his  graduation 
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from  the  high  school  in  1913,  Mr.  Stoughton  entered 
the  University  of  Rochester,  being  awarded  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1918.  While  at  the  univer¬ 
sity  he  again  displayed  his  talents  for  journalism, 
being  appointed  editor-in-chief  of  the  “Campus,”  the 
weekly  organ  issued  by  the  students.  He  also  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  the  Delta  Rho  Journalistic 
Society  of  Rochester  University,  and  was  athletic 
editor  of  the  College  Year  Book.  In  February, 
1918,  Mr.  Stoughton  enlisted  in  the  Aerial  Pho¬ 
tography  Unit  of  the  United  States  Army,  being 
assigned  to  the  21st  Aero  Unit  for  active  service  in 
France.  He  remained  on  duty  there  until  the  end 
of  hostilities  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  in 
February,  1919,  at  Camp  Upton,  Long  Island.  After 
a  short  experience  in  the  freight  department  of  the 
Erie  Railroad  at  Rochester,  Mr.  Stoughton  went  to 
Webster  High  School,  Webster,  New  York,  where 
he  taught  history  until  June,  1919,  subsequently  tak¬ 
ing  a  position  as  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Wagner 
College,  Staten  Island,  and  teaching  history  and 
English.  In  1923,  when  the  high  school  department 
of  the  college  was  organized  as  a  separate  unit,  Mr. 
Stoughton  was  appointed  principal,  a  position  which 
he  retained  until  his  association  with  the  real  estate 
activities  on  Staten  Island.  Wagner  High  School 
owes  much  of  its  present  standing  to  Mr.  Stoughton, 
for  in  1926,  when  a  “drive”  was  made  for  a  half 
a  million  dollars — of  which  amount  over  $100,000 
came  from  the  citizens  of  Staten  Island — Mr.  Stough¬ 
ton  managed  the  campaign. 

He  is  a  charter  member  and  former  secretary  of  the 
Kiwanis  Club  and  served  this  organization  as  presi¬ 
dent  during  1927.  He  is  also  an  active  member  of 
the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce;  and  serves 
as  vice-chairman  of  the  General  Committee  for 
Religious  Broadcasting.  In  addition  to  these  he  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Trinity  Lutheran  Church, 
having  for  a  time  held  the  office  of  secretary  of 
the  Men’s  Club. 

On  September  7,  1920,  Mr.  Stoughton  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Rochester  to  Hilda  Spitz,  daughter  of  Roman 
and  Cecilia  (Gleichhauf)  Spitz.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stoughton  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Jeanne 
F.  and  Donald  W. 


MELVIN  L.  DECKER— According  to  historic 
annals,  Staten  Island  numbers  among  the  several 
earliest  settlements  in  America  and  is  one  of  the 
original  seats  of  pioneer  families  of  Dutch,  Huguenot 
and  English  ancestry  who  came  here  during  the  first 
one  hundred  years  of  its  record.  The  establishment 
of  these  peoples,  and  of  those  who  left  here  during 
early  times  to  settle  elsewhere,  their  struggles  and 
accomplishments,  is  in  itself  a  history  immeasurably 
vaulable  and  keenly  interesting.  And  further,  in  the 
years  which  have  followed,  there  have  come  forth 
generation  after  generation,  all  of  whom  have  been 
imbued  with  the  cultural  and  aggressive  instinct  of 
their  progenitors.  This  review  deals  with  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  whom  Melvin  L.  Decker,  attorney-in-law  of 
New  York  and  Richmond  County,  is  a  representative 
of  the  present  generation. 

In  the  genealogical  research  presented  here,  many 
records  have  been  referred  to,  viz:  early  church  rec¬ 
ords  of  Ulster  County,  New  York;  papers  and 
volumes  on  file  in  the  Genealogical  and  Biographical 
Department  of  the  New  York  Public  Library;  and 
original  manuscripts  of  the  Holland  Society  of  New 
York.  Additional  references  were  gleaned  from 
volumes  published  under  the  auspices  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  from  records  in  the  Sur¬ 


rogate’s  Office  of  Richmond  County,  and  from  works 
contained  in  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences.  Exceedingly  important  original  family  data 
was  found  in  the  old  family  Bible  of  John  B.  Decker 
(mentioned  in  the  lines  of  this  sketch)  which  is  now 
the  property  of  Mrs.  Hugh  J.  Jamieson,  of  West 
New  Brighton,  daughter  of  Calvin  D.  Van  Name  and 
great-great-granddaughter  of  John  B.  Decker.  The 
results  of  the  research  follow: 

In  1655  there  appeared  in  Ulster  County  one  Jans 
Broerson  Decker.  That  he  was  a  man  of  affairs  is 
evident,  for  his  name  appeared  as  a  signer  of  many 
of  the  early  pacts  and  manuscripts  for  the  establish¬ 
ing  of  the  Dutch  Colony  in  Ulster  and  he  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  King- 
ston-on-Hudson.  Whether  Jans  Broerson  Decker 
came  directly  to  Kingston  from  Holland  or  whether 
he  came  from  Manhattan,  where  the  first  Dutch 
colony  was  established  by  Peter  Stuyvesant,  is  not 
certain.  Jans  Broerson  Decker  was  married  at  King- 
ton  to  Heyltie  Jacobs  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
several  children,  Gaerliff  (Gerrit),  of  whom  further; 
Grietje,  Maddelen,  and  Fietie. 

Gaerliff  (Gerrit)  Janse  was  baptized  February 
26,  1662,  and  married  Magdalena  Schut  of  Albany 
in  1684.  He  lived  about  thirteen  years  after  his 
marriage,  for  it  is  recorded  that  his  widow  married 
again  in  1697.  Gerrit  Janse  Decker  was  the  father 
of  four  children,  Jacob  G.,  of  whom  further;  Willem, 
Grietje,  and  Neeltje. 

Jacob  Gerritse  Decker,  who  was  born  in  1684, 
married  in  1709,  at  Marbletown;  the  name  of  his 
wife  being  Geertye  Van  Wagenen.  Of  this  union 
there  were  ten  children,  Sara,  Gerrit,  Willem,  Jacob, 
Abram,  Isaac,  Benjamin,  of  whom  further;  Ephraim, 
Magdalena,  and  Jonathan. 

Benjamin  Gerritse  Decker,  the  sixth  son  of  Jacob 
Gerritse  Decker,  and  the  next  in  direct  line  of 
descent,  was  born  October  2,  1721,  and  baptized 
December  24,  1721,  at  the  Old  Dutch  Church  in 
Kingston.  He  later  resided  in  Shawangunk,  Ulster 
County,  and,  like  his  forebears,  followed  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  farming.  In  March,  1743,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  at  Kingston  to  Rachael  Smedes  of  old 
Dutch  stock  and  returned  with  his  bride  to  his  home 
in  Shawangunk  Village.  In  this  village,  located 
seventeen  miles  southwest  of  Kingston,  they  attended 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and,  in  the  records  of 
their  church  (the  earliest  date  of  a  baptism  being 
1750)  the  name  of  their  son  Benjamin  appears  second 
on  the  list  as  being  baptized  April  24,  1750.  Some 
older  children  may  have  been  born  between  1743  and 
1750,  but  due  to  the  church  records  being  first 
begun  in  the  later  year,  the  names  of  the  other  chil¬ 
dren,  if  any,  are  not  in  existence. 

That  Benjamin  Decker,  son  of  Benjamin  G.  and 
Rachael  (Smedes)  Decker,  left  Shawangunk  and 
settled  in  Staten  Island  sometime  before  1783  is 
evident  because,  after  the  evacuation  of  the  British 
Army  from  the  district  about  Manhattan  following 
the  War  of  Independence,  many  of  the  old  Dutch 
families  returned  or  removed  to  this  section.  It  is 
recorded,  too,  in  Volume  40,  page  53  (Marriage 
Bonds  of  the  State  of  New  York),  that  Benjamin 
Decker  married  Mary  Simonson,  of  Staten  Island,  on 
September  25,  1783.  The  census  of  1790  also  lists 
him  as  a  householder  here,  with  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Of  ten  Decker  families  during  that  period, 
he  was  one  of  three  possessing  slaves,  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  which  was  a  mark  of  gentility  and  significant 
of  his  financial  status.  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Simon¬ 
son)  Decker  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
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dren:  Abraham,  who  died  in  1789;  Ann;  John  B.,  of 
whom  further;  David;  Mary  Ann,  all  born  before 
1790;  Benjamin  and  Abraham,  2d,  born  in  1791-94, 
respectively.  Benjamin  Decker  died  in  1830  and  the 
death  of  his  wife  Mary  occurred  in  1826,  both  being 
buried  at  Sylvan  Grove  Cemetery,  Linoleumville. 

John  B.  Decker,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary 
(Simonson)  Decker,  was  born  October  28,  1786,  on 
Staten  Island.  He  lived  at  “Old  Place”  adjacent  to 
Mariners  Harbor,  where  his  father  is  said  to  have 
lived,  and  conducted  a  farm.  He  was  also  exten¬ 
sively  engaged  in  oystering  and  was  the  owner  of 
several  boats  used  for  this  purpose.  After  a  service¬ 
able  life,  for  which  his  worldly  remuneration  made 
him  well-to-do,  he  died  in  1873.  He  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Van  Pelt,  daughter  of  Jacob  Van  Pelt,  of 
an  old  Staten  Island  family,  and  they  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  five  boys  and  five  girls:  Benjamin,  of  whom 
further  Catherine,  Elizabeth,  Saryann,  Susan,  John, 
Jacob  V.  P.,  David,  Mary  Jane,  and  Abraham. 

Benjamin  Decker,  an  oysterman  and  farmer,  the 
eldest  son  of  John  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Van  Pelt) 
Decker,  was  born  September  20,  1810  and  subse¬ 
quently  married  Dina  Lake,  daughter  of  Daniel  Lake, 
who  was  the  owner  of  the  old  Lake  quarry  on  Wash¬ 
ington  Avenue.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  David  L.,  of  whom  further;  Elizabeth  A.,  and 
Samuel  W.  Benjamin  Decker’s  death  occurred  March 

18,  1890. 

David  L.  Decker,  whose  birth  occurred  at  Mar¬ 
iners  Harbor  on  November  23,  1837,  married  Elea¬ 
nor  Ann  Van  Name  in  1864.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  four  children:  Luella,  Clarence  V.  N.,  Melvin 
L.,  the  subject  of  this  review,  and  David  H.  Their 
father  was  a  devoted  lover  of  home  and  family,  and 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  By  occupation  he 
was  an  oyster  planter  and  a  wholesale  distributor 
of  oysters.  Three  places  of  business,  in  New  York 
City,  Staten  Island  and  Virginia,  were  operated  by 
him.  His  death  occurred  November  29,  1924,  and 
that  of  his  wife  on  November  28,  1878. 

Melvin  L.  Decker,  son  of  David  L.  and  Eleanor 
Ann  (Van  Name)  Decker  is  a  native  Staten  Islander, 
he  having  been  born  at  Mariners  Harbor,  March 

19,  1868,  where  his  early  education  was  acquired. 
He  first  attended  the  local  public  school  and  prepared 
for  college  at  New  York  University.  Choosing  the 
law  as  a  career,  he  accordingly  entered  New  York 
University  Law  School,  and  after  a  course  of  study 
at  this  seat  of  learning,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1902,  and  forthwith 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Among  his 
early  associates  were  L.  Bradford  Prince,  former 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  also  former 
Governor  of  New  Mexico;  former  Senator  John 
Birdsall;  James  Hooker  Hamersley,  an  eminent  New 
York  lawyer  and  the  late  Calvin  D.  Van  Name,  who 
for  many  years  was  a  successful  practitioner  at  the 
New  York  Bar  and  who  afterwards  became  Borough 
President  of  Richmond.  Mr.  Decker,  after  his  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  bar,  became  his  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Van  Name  and  Decker,  their  offices  being  located 
in  New  York  City.  This  association  continued  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  since  1907  Mr.  Decker  has 
practiced  independently,  specializing  in  corporation, 
real  estate  and  surrogate  law. 

Mr.  Decker  is  connected  with  several  corpora¬ 
tions.  He  is  counsel  and  a  director  for  the  Richmond 
County  Savings  Bank,  the  Northfield  Building  and 
Loan  Association,  and  the  Westerleigh  Building  and 
Loan  Association,  and  is  also  counsel  for  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Insurance  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  the 


Richmond  County  Bar  Association,  being  one  of  the 
incorporators  and  original  trustees,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association.  His  frater¬ 
nal  affiliation  is  with  the  Blue  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

On  February  20,  1890,  Mr.  Decker  married  Kate 
Warren,  daughter  of  William  Edward  and  Ellen 
(Mundy)  Warren.  Her  father  was  superintendent 
of  Coxe  Brothers  Coal  Company  in  New  York  for 
many  years.  To  this  marriage  one  son,  Ronald  W., 
was  born  in  1893,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
in  1909.  Mrs.  Decker,  like  her  husband,  is  interested 
in  the  social  and  civic  progress  of  the  community 
and  aids  movements  which  have  as  their  aim  the 
betterment  of  the  community  at  large.  The  Decker 
home  is  pleasantly  situated  at  No.  416  Henderson 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


ALFRED  JAMES  CAWSE — Among  the  promi¬ 
nent  residents  of  Princes  Bay  is  Alfred  James  Cawse 
whose  proficiency  in  amateur  sports  has  won  him  a 
wide  reputation  and  popularity.  For  many  years,  he 
has  been  connected  with  the  S.  S.  White  Dental 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  his  gradual  rise  to  his 
present  position  of  production  superintendent  for  this 
company  has  been  due  solely  to  his  own  energy  and 
ability. 

Mr.  Cawse  was  born  in  1880  on  board  the  steam¬ 
ship  “John  R.  Worcester,”  then  off  St.  Michael’s 
Island  in  the  Azores  which  was  on  a  trip  between 
Shanghai  and  London.  Though  now  a  naturalized 
American  citizen,  Mr.  Cawse  has  a  certificate  of 
marine  birth  as  a  British  subject,  his  parents,  James 
and  Emma  Jane  (Brown)  Cawse,  being  natives  of 
England.  James  Cawse  was  a  seaman  of  skill,  who 
rapidly  passed  through  his  period  of  apprenticeship 
and  came  eventually  to  be  master  of  his  vessels. 
During  the  long  period  which  he  spent  at  sea,  he 
won  many  testimonials  of  his  fine  ability  and  courage. 

Alfred  James  Cawse  attended  elementary  school 
in  Liverpool,  England,  and  later  continued  his  studies 
on  board  his  father’s  ships.  Coming  to  the  United 
States  in  1892,  he  entered  Public  School  No.  44  in 
Brooklyn,  graduating  in  1895,  and  later  took  evening 
technical  courses  in  Pratt  Institute.  In  1895  came 
to  Staten  Island  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  S.  S. 
White  Dental  Manufacturing  Company,  where  he 
continued  for  about  six  years,  after  which  he  was 
employed  as  a  tool  and  gauge  maker  by  the  Mergen- 
thaler  Linotype  Company,  of  Brooklyn,  the  Weston 
Electrical  Instrument  Company,  Newark,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  the  Ross  Rifle  Company,  Quebec  City,  Canada, 
and  the  Western  Electric  Company  in  New  York. 
In  1906,  he  returned  to  the  S.  S.  White  Company, 
with  whom  he  has  remained  since  that  time,  (except 
for  the  period  during  the  World  War)  serving  now 
as  production  manager  of  the  Staten  Island  plant. 

When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War, 
Mr.  Cawse  enlisted  and  became  first  lieutenant  in  the 
Gauge  Branch  of  the  Executive  Section,  Inspection 
Division,  Ordnance  Department.  He  served  as  assist¬ 
ant  head  of  the  gauge  branch,  in  charge  of  the  work 
entailing  the  initiation  of  orders,  the  checking  and 
the  continued  up-keep  of  gauges  used  in  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  guns,  howitzers,  carriages,  work  of  an  espe¬ 
cially  difficult  character,  which  Mr.  Cawse  carried  on 
most  efficiently.  He  had  been  selected  for  duty  over¬ 
seas,  and  on  October  9,  1918,  was  recommended  for 
promotion  to  a  captaincy,  the  papers  to  this  effect 
having  reached  the  adjutant-general’s  office  at  the 
time  of  the  signing  of  the  Armistice.  Mr.  Cause 
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was  honorably  discharged  from  the  army  only  on 
his  urgent  request  to  return  to  civil  life,  and  a  letter 
certifying  these  statements  was  given  him  by  the  chief 
of  his  department  at  the  time  of  his  discharge. 

Mr.  Cawse  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks,  the  American  Legion  and  the 
Amicitia  Association.  He  finds  recreation  in  almost 
every  variety  of  sport,  although  is  best  known  as  a 
tennis  player  and  bowler,  in  which  two  fields  he  is 
absolutely  at  home  in  competition  of  the  highest  class. 
He  has  played  baseball,  football  and  other  games, 
and  no  doubt,  could  have  starred  at  any  one  of  them 
had  he  chosen  to  give  it  his  exclusive  attention.  In 
fact  for  several  years  now,  he  has  been  regarded  as 
Staten  Island’s  greatest  all-around  athlete.  In  1925- 
1926-27  he  won  the  National  Singles  championship, 
and  although  well  over  forty-four  is  a  ranking  player 
in  the  New  York  Metropolitan  district. 

In  1907,  Mr.  Cawse  married  Mabel  J.  Jobes,  who 
was  born  on  Staten  Island,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Alfred  J.,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of 
Public  School  No.  3,  and  of  Curtis  High  School, 
and  is  now  studying  law  at  Fordham  University. 

2.  Ruth  M.,  also  a  graduate  of  Public  School  No. 

3,  and  Tottenville  High  School,  now  taking  an  art 
course  in  Washington  Irving  School  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Cawse  has  one  brother,  Norman,  who  is  con¬ 
nected  with  an  export  house  in  New  York  City,  and 
three  sisters:  Maude,  who  married  S.  O.  Wotton; 
Florence;  and  Hattie,  now  the  wife  of  Donald 
Parker.  Mrs.  Cause  has  been  president  of  Princes 
Bay  Women’s  Club  for  several  years  and  is  active 
in  many  circles. 


WALTER  S.  E.  HALL — A  successful  real  estate 
and  insurance  broker  and  a  man  of  other  interests, 
Walter  S.  E.  Hall  is  one  of  our  well  known  and 
respected  citizens.  Through  his  firm,  known  as  W. 
S.  E.  Hall  and  Company,  Mr.  Hall  has  been  active 
in  many  large  real  estate  transactions,  some  of  which 
have  resulted  in  the  sale  and  transfer  of  extensive 
property  holdings  within  the  borough.  His  insurance 
dealings  as  well,  have  included  contracts  for  various 
important  local  business  houses. 

The  Hall  family  has  been  established  on  Staten 
Island  since  the  early  nineteenth  century,  the  first  of 
whom  we  have  record  being  James  Hall,  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  married  Margaret 
Finan,  who  was  of  Irish  descent  and  among  their 
children  was  Walter  Henry,  born  on  Staten  Island. 
The  latter  married  Elizabeth  Scott,  a  native  of  South 
Leith,  Scotland.  Thus,  for  nearly  one  hundred  years 
the  Hall  family  has  lived  here,  at  all  times  taking  an 
active  part  in  local  affairs. 

Walter  S.  E.  Hall  was  born  at  New  Brighton, 
a  son  of  Walter  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Scott)  Hall. 
As  a  boy,  he  attended  school  on  Taylor  Street,  West 
New  Brighton,  this  education  being  supplemented 
by  studies  at  St.  Francis  Xavier  College,  in  Man¬ 
hattan.  His  first  business  experience  was  with  the 
firm  of  Hall  and  Henshaw,  Insurance  Underwriters, 
at  No.  35  Pine  Street,  New  York  City.  During  the 
five  years  spent  in  the  employ  of  this  company  the 
young  man  obtained  a  thorough  business  training, 
which  has  been  invaluable  to  him  in  his  present 
operations.  Realizing  the  many  opportunities  which 
lay  in  the  real  estate  field  in  Richmond  Borough  and 
intent  upon  entering  an  independent  venture  of  his 
own,  Mr.  Hall,  in  1908,  resigned  his  position  with 
Hall  and  Henshaw,  and  established  his  own  busi¬ 
ness,  under  the  name  of  W.  S.  E.  Hall  and  Company. 


With  the  passing  years  he  has  become  an  increasingly 
important  factor  in  the  general  advancement  of  this 
community. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate 
Board,  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
the  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club.  Mr.  Hall  resides  at  No. 
141  Manor  Road,  West  New  Brighton. 


ROBERT  HENRY  GOLDER,  M.  D.— For 

more  than  a  half  century  Dr.  Robert  H.  Golder 
of  Rossville,  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  skilled 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  this  county,  and  numbered 
among  those  eminently  qualified  in  the  field  of 
medicine  who  shouldered  the  weighty  problems  of 
public  health  and  civic  advancement.  He  was  not 
only  beloved  by  all  who  knew  of  his  kindness  of 
heart — with  an  ever  ready  hand  given  in  support  of 
the  poor  and  afflicted  — ,  but  for  his  high  sense  of 
honor  and  integrity.  Outspoken,  often  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  his  personal  interests,  he  was  fearless  in 
denunciation  of  any  trespass  upon  the  laws  of  God 
or  his  country.  Admired  by  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact  for  his  courtliness  and  urbanity  of  man¬ 
ner,  and  esteemed  for  his  benevolent  spirit  and  the 
labors  he  performed  for  the  good  of  his  fellowmen, 
he  is  best  remembered  because  of  these  unusual 
characteristics.  He  was  the  representative  of  an  old 
and  honored  ancestry,  being  connected  by  blood  and 
marriage  with  prominent  families  who  figured  con¬ 
spicuously  in  the  making  of  this  country’s  history. 
When  General  Lafayette,  that  celebrated  Frenchman, 
visited  his  father,  John  Johnson  Golder,  then  a  promi¬ 
nent  lawyer  and  author  of  Annapolis,  Maryland,  the 
future  Staten  Islander,  then  a  child,  was  present. 

The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  there  is  definite 
information  was  Archibald  Golder,  1st,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  who  came  to  America  before  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  a  widower  with  one  son.  He  was  the 
son  of  a  barrister  (an  ancient  English  term  for  one 
in  the  legal  profession).  He  settled  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Maryland  where  he  became  well  established 
and  prominent.  About  1775,  his  second  marriage 
with  Lydia  Whiteman  Johnson  was  celebrated,  thus 
adding  to  the  social  prominence  of  the  family.  This 
lady,  known  in  the  annals  of  the  family  as  “our 
much  married  ancestress,”  was  born  a  Whiteman  and 
contracted  her  first  marriage  in  Christ  Church, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  on  February  13,  1758, 
with  Joseph  Ashmead,  son  of  Judge  Samuel  Ashmead. 
Joseph  Ashmead  died  in  1775,  and  his  widow,  Lydia 
(Whiteman)  Ashmead,  married  John  Johnson,  a 
widower,  related  to  the  celebrated  Reverdy  Johnson; 
and  after  his  death  she  married  (third),  Archibald 
Golder.  By  her  second  and  third  marriages  there 
were  no  children. 

Archibald  Golder,  2d,  son  of  Archibald  Golder, 
1st.  (his  mother’s  name  unknown),  married  Sarah 
Ashmead,  daughter  of  his  stepmother.  He  served 
throughout  the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  com¬ 
missioned  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

John  Johnson  Golder,  son  of  Captain  Archibald 
and  Sarah  (Ashmead)  Golder,  was  born  in  Annap¬ 
olis,  Maryland,  in  1783.  Following  the  traditions 
of  his  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  in  the  legal 
profession,  he  attained  a  high  standing.  He  first 
practiced  in  Maryland,  being  district  attorney  on  the 
Eastern  Shore,  and  then  in  Philadelphia,  1814-40, 
and,  later,  removed  to  New  York  City.  He  was  a 
prominent  Freemason  and  author  of  a  number  of 
notable  literary  works,  among  them  being  “The  Life 
of  Chief  Justice  W.  Tilghman,  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Pennsylvania”;  “The  Life  of  Patrick  Henry”;  and  a 
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volume  on  “Deliberate,  Forensic  and  Pulpit  Elo¬ 
quence.”  In  1814  he  married  Margaret  Scott  Mc¬ 
Maken,  of  Philadelphia,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Her 
father  was  Donald  M.  McMaken,  M.  D.,  a  son  of 
an  Irish  Presbyterian  clergyman,  William  MacKen- 
zie  McMaken,  D.  D.,  while  her  mother  was  of  the 
Scott  family  closely  related  to  Sir  Walter  Scott. 
The  Scotts  came  to  this  country  about  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  locating  in  Bucks  County, 
Pennsylvania.  John  Johnson  Golder  died  in  Mor- 
risania,  now  part  of  the  city  of  New  York,  March 
21,  1864.  John  Johnson  and  Margaret  Scott  (Mc¬ 
Maken)  Golder  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 

1.  Julia  Ann  Ashmead,  born  September  10,  1813, 
died  November  10,  1894.  She  married  Charles  Hulse, 
of  Philadelphia.  2.  Sarah  Matilda,  born  November  3, 
1815,  died  January  6,  1872,  unmarried.  3.  John 
Johnson,  Jr.,  born  July  20,  1817,  was  a  journalist 
and  printer.  Deeply  religious  he  devoted  many  years 
of  his  work  and  means  to  the  interests  of  church 
and  charitable  organizations  of  which  the  “Church 
Charity  Foundation”  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  was  one  of  the 
largest  beneficiaries.  He  married  Harriett  Milliken, 
member  of  a  family  of  Millikens,  bankers  of  New 
York  City.  He  died  July  5,  1897.  His  wife  died  in 
May,  1888.  4.  Dr.  Robert  Henry,  whose  biography 
terminates  this  narrative. 

Before  entering  upon  the  details  of  Dr.  Golder’s 
life,  it  is  of  interest  to  show  more  of  the  historic 
background  of  the  families  from  whom  he  was 
descended.  The  Ashmead  family  was  descended  from 
John  Ashmead,  born  in  1620  in  Cheltenham,  Glou- 
stershire,  England,  whose  widow  emigrated  to 
America  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  The  Ashmead 
mansion  in  Germantown,  outside  of  Philadelphia,  was 
occupied  by  Count  Zinzendorf  in  1742,  while  he  was 
superintending  the  establishment  of  Moravian  Synods. 
Members  of  the  Ashmead  family  have  become  promi¬ 
nent  in  all  walks  of  life,  and  among  them  we  will 
find,  as  noted  hereafter,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  members  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
renowned  members  of  the  judiciary,  surgeons,  scien¬ 
tists,  and  other  of  prominence.  Joseph  and  Lydia 
(Whiteman)  Ashmead  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Nancy  Matilda,  who  married  Reverdy  John¬ 
son,  son  of  her  mother’s  second  husband.  2.  Sarah, 
who  married  Archibald  Golder,  son  of  her  mother’s 
third  husband.  3.  Lydia,  who  married  William 
Davidson.  4.  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  father  of  Joseph  Ashmead  was  Judge  Samuel 
Ashmead,  who  served  for  twenty-five  years  as  Chief 
Magistrate  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  one  of  the 
Committee  of  Twelve  appointed  in  Carpenter’s  Hall 
in  1775  to  bring  the  Colonies  together.  Quoting  from 
“Colonial  Records”  it  is  said  that:  “With  the  advent 
of  the  Revolution  Judge  Ashmead  was  one  of  the 
few  officials  in  office  who  cast  his  lot  with  the 
Revolutionary  program.  Too  old  to  bear  arms, 
he  nevertheless  threw  the  weight  of  his  influence 
vigorously  into  the  struggle  for  independence.”  It 
was  in  the  barn  of  the  Bringhurst- Ashmead  estate 
that  General  Washington  sat  for  the  famous  portrait 
painted  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  the  celebrated  artist  who 
utilized  this  building  as  a  studio  at  the  time.  Quoting 
again  from  records,  it  is  further  stated  of  him: 
“Judge  Samuel  Ashmead,  born  March  4,  1710,  died 
March  19,  1794,  aged  eighty-four  years.”  The  “Inde¬ 
pendent  Gazetteer,”  March  29,  1794,  thus  commented 
upon  his  decease:  “March  19th,  died  in  the  North¬ 
ern  Liberties  and  was  interred  on  the  twenty-first  in 
the  Baptist  Burial  place,  Samuel  Ashmead,  long 


respected  as  a  Magistrate  and  lately  as  Representa¬ 
tive  in  the  Legislature  of  Philadelphia  County.  A 
steady  friend,  to  the  Independence  of  his  Country, 
of  just  Republican  principles  and  practices,  qualified 
with  virtues  that  escorted  him  to  a  peaceful  close  of 
life,  and  exhibited  to  those  who  knew  him,  a  more 
desirable  path  to  walk  in  than  superior  wealth  and 
talents  misapplied  could  possibly  afford.”  (Phila¬ 
delphia  “North  American”). 

Among  some  of  the  Ashmead  kin  of  Dr.  Golder, 
ana  prominent  in  history  making  of  our  country  may 
be  mentioned:  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  noted  surgeon 
and.  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence; 
Major-General  Anthony  Wayne;  Dr.  Albert  Sydney 
Ashmead,  noted  surgeon,  officer  and  Civil  War  vet¬ 
eran;  his  son,  Dr.  Albert  Sydney  Ashmead,  Jr.,  scien¬ 
tist  and  leading  authority  on  leprosy  in  America  at 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1913;  his  brother,  Major 
Percy  H.  Ashmead,  United  States  Army,  civil  engi¬ 
neer  who  was  engaged  in  railroad  construction  in 
America,  China  and  South  America;  Henry  Ger- 
sham  Ashmead,  lawyer  and  author;  John  Wayne 
Ashmead,  also  an  eminent  lawyer  who  was  Deputy 
Attorney- General  of  the  Commonwealth  and  United 
States  Attorney  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  etc. ;  Drs.  Henry  and  Paul  Van  Dyke,  well 
known  theologians  and  litterateurs  of  Princeton,  New 
Jersey,  whose  mother,  Henrietta  (Ashmead)  Van 
Dyke,  was  a  cousin  of  Dr.  Golder.  Two  others,  sons 
Professor  Ellis  and  Sophia  (Ashmead)  Bartlett, 
of  Amherst  College,  Massachusetts,  attained  distinc¬ 
tion  in  the  Old  World.  Following  the  death  of 
Professor  Bartlett,  his  widow  with  her  two  sons, 
Ellis  Ashmead  and  William  Ashmead,  went  abroad. 
Graduating  from  Oxford  College,  England,  Ellis 
Ashmead  Bartlett  became  a  member  of  Parliament, 
Lord  of  Civil  Admiralty,  and  secured  the  order  of 
knighthood  from  Queen  Victoria.  His  brother,  Wil¬ 
liam  Ashmead  Bartlett,  also  became  a  member  of 
Parliament,  and  in  1881  married  Baroness  Burdett 
Coutts,  England’s  famous  woman  philanthropist. 

Dr.  Robert  H.  Golder’s  uncles  were  Robert  Golder, 
who  died  a  bachelor;  George  Golder,  who,  after 
serving  as  lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812,  married 
and  settled  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he  became 
a  prominent  physician;  and  Archibald  Golder,  3d, 
a  native  of  Annapolis,  Maryland,  was  engaged  with 
his  father  as  a  wall  paper  manufacturer.  His  wife 
was  Matilda  Johnson,  a  reference  of  whose  family 
follows:  Five  descendants  of  Archibald  Golder  3d, 
served  in  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces — of 
these  two,  William  Walker  Golder  and  Richard 
Cameron  Golder,  for  awards  of  bravery  in  field  and 
air  received  medals  from  General  Petain.  The  Golder 
family  have  many  notable  members  bearing  the  name 
and  of  recent  date,  one  such  member  in  the  person 
of  Dr.  F.  A.  Golder,  a  Harvard  graduate,  educator, 
world  traveler,  and  Hoover  library  director  at 
Leland-Stanford  University;  passed  away  on  Jan¬ 
uary  9,  1929. 

The  Johnson  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
famous  of  Maryland.  Reverdy  Johnson  was  one  of 
the  leading  lawyers  and  statesmen  of  his  day,  serving 
for  many  years  as  Chancellor  of  his  State.  His  son, 
Reverdy  Johnson,  Jr.,  attained  even  greater  promi¬ 
nence  than  his  father,  being  a  noted  lawyer,  Attor¬ 
ney-General  in  the  Cabinet  of  President  Zachary 
Taylor,  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  England  in 
1868,  where  he  negotiated  the  famous  Johnson- Claren¬ 
don  Treaty.  This  treaty  was  in  relation  to  the  famous 
“Alabama  Claims,”  and  although  the  settlement  as 
proposed  was  rejected  by  the  United  States  at  that 
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time,  it  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  it  was  eventually 
settled  under  another  administration  on  substantially 
the  same  terms. 

Dr.  Robert  Henry  Golder,  son  of  John  Johnson 
and  Margaret  Scott  (McMaken)  Golder,  was  born 
September  23,  1820,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  received  his  early  education  mainly  by 
private  tutors.  Before  taking  up  the  study  of  medi¬ 
cine,  he  studied  law  in  the  offices  of  his  father  and 
the  latter’s  cousin,  Reverdy  Johnson.  In  1839,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  pharmacy,  was  graduated  in 
1841,  and  opened  a  Hall  of  Pharmacy  at  the  corner 
of  Twelfth  Street  and  Sixth  Avenue  in  New  York. 
Following  a  preparatory  course  under  Valentine  Mott 
and  John  Whittaker,  both  eminent  physicians  of 
that  period,  he  entered  the  medical  department  of 
New  York  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1846.  Immediately  after  graduation,  Dr.  Golder 
established  himself  in  the  general  practice  of  his 
profession  in  New  York,  but  his  wife’s  failing  health 
led  him  to  seek  a  location  in  the  country.  In  1850 
he  removed  to  Staten  Island  and  settled  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Rossville,  where  he  speedily  acquired  a  suc¬ 
cessful  and  lucrative  practice.  He  was  deeply  de¬ 
voted  to  the  interests  of  his  community  and  ever 
took  a  leading  part  in  the  promotion  of  all  worthy 
movements  and  objects.  Soon  after  his  coming  to 
Staten  Island  he  was  chosen  secretary  of  the  con¬ 
vention  opposed  to  slavery.  He  was  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Richmond  Borough  Medical  Society,  of 
which  he  served  as  president  a  number  of  terms.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  only  living  phy¬ 
sician  who  had  been  personally  acquainted  with  Dr. 
S.  R.  Smith,  in  whose  honor  the  Smith  Infirmary 
at  Castleton  was  named,  and  the  only  survivor  of  all 
who  had  been  present  at  the  laying  of  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  that  building.  Dr.  Golder  was  then  the 
oldest  member  of  St.  Luke’s  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  at  Rossville,  which  he  had  long  served  as 
warden,  vestryman  and  treasurer.  Both  he  and  his 
wife,  as  well  as  their  children,  were  faithful  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  and  after  the  death  of  his  son 
a  cross  and  vases  were  placed  there  to  the  younger 
Golder’s  memory.  He  was  an  American  through 
and  through  and  a  stalwart  Republican.  At  various 
times  Dr.  Golder  served  his  community  as  coroner, 
school  and  highway  commissioner,  health  officer  and 
justice  of  the  peace,  but  never  aspired  to  higher 
office. 

Dr.  Robert  Henry  Golder  married,  December  12, 
1846,  Catherine  V.  Dunham,  born  in  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  New  Jersey,  November  18,  1824,  the  daughter 
of  Ephraim  and  Elizabeth  (Vann)  Dunham,  and 
descended  from  the  Rev.  John  Dunham,  of  seven¬ 
teenth  century  New  England  fame  and  a  long  line 
of  officers  in  our  early  wars  and  professional  men 
service.  Mrs.  Golder  was  a  woman  of  refinement 
and  culture  and  the  quintessence  of  splendid  Amer¬ 
ican  womanhood.  During  the  long  and  tedious  years 
of  her  husband’s  care  for  his  neighbor’s  health  and 
welfare  she  was  ever  a  factor  of  encouragement 
to  him  and  a  faithful  wife,  as  well  as  a  true  mother 
to  her  children.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Golder  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  children:  1.  Valentine  Mott,  a  physician, 
who  died  suddenly  in  early  life,  December  29,  1878, 
and  who  had  the  promise  of  a  splendid  future.  2. 
Margaret  Dunham,  who  resides  in  the  family  home¬ 
stead  at  Rossville.  Miss  Golder  is  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nently  active  women  of  Staten  Island  and  is  known 
for  her  aid  in  various  religious  and  philanthropic 
affairs.  Few  movements  of  any  consequence  have 
come  to  pass  in  our  community  in  which  Miss  Golder 


has  not  taken  some  part.  At  St.  Luke’s  Church,  in 
Rossville,  some  years  ago,  Bishop  Charles  Sumner 
Burch  came  here  and  dedicated,  in  the  presence  of 
the  church’s  full  congregation  and  other  prominent 
personages,  its  new  vestry  which  was  built  through 
a  legacy  of  John  W.  Moore,  deceased.  Incorporated 
into  the  construction  of  the  vestry  are  two  beautiful 
stained  glass  windows,  one  depicting  “The  Resurrec¬ 
tion  and  the  other  “The  Ascension.”  These  windows 
are  memorials  to  Dr.  Robert  Henry  Golder  and  his 
wife,  Catherine  V.  (Dunham)  Golder,  and  were  so 
made  possible  through  the  mindful  generosity  of 
their  daughter. 

Dr.  Golder  passed  away  at  his  home,  March  6, 
1910,  at  the  advanced  age  of  nearly  ninety  years. 
Many  persons  gathered  at  the  graveside  to  testify 
by  their  presence  their  deep  feeling  of  sorrow  and 
regret  at  the  loss  of  one  of  their  most  distinguished 
citizens — a  man  who  during  his  many  years  of  prac¬ 
tice  and  residence  in  their  neighborhood  had  endeared 
himself  to  them  in  every  way. 


REV.  WILLIAM  WARDLAW— First  in  mis¬ 
sionary  work  in  Manhattan,  subsequently  being  as¬ 
signed  to  various  charges  and  latterly  as  pastor  of 
St.  Luke’s  Church  in  Rossville  on  this  island,  was 
the  life  work  of  the  late  Rev.  William  Wardlaw, 
one  of  the  leading  clergymen  of  his  day  and  genera¬ 
tion. 

The  Rev.  Wardlaw  was  born  in  Belfast,  Ireland, 
February  14,  1834,  and  when  but  a  young  man  in 
that  country  pledged  himself  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 
On  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  attended  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Seminary  at  Alexandria,  Virginia.  After  his 
graduation  he  carried  on  negro  missionary  work  for 
several  years,  later  being  chosen  as  assistant  to  the 
Rev.  William  A.  Muhlenburg  at  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Communion,  at  Sixth  Avenue  and  Twenty- 
first  Street,  Manhattan.  He  spent  a  number  of  years 
in  this  parish  and  then  accepted  the  call  to  mis¬ 
sionary  work  among  various  races  and  the  Jews 
of  the  Lower  East  Side.  It  was  in  this  field  that 
the  great  heart  and  sympathetic  soul  of  Mr.  Wardlaw 
was  enabled  to  reach  forth  and  drag  from  the  depths 
of  misery  and  despair  a  considerable  number  of  the 
“Submerged  Tenth.”  His  last  charge,  taken  in  1883, 
was  in  the  noted  old  St.  Luke’s  Church  at  Rossville, 
and  in  that  community,  as  in  all  others  where  he 
had  served,  he  was  the  recipient  of  the  love  and 
respect  of  all,  regardless  of  creed. 

On  October  26,  1865,  Mr.  Wardlaw  married  Jane 
Miller  Wetherspoon,  a  native  of  Staten  Island.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wardlaw  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
five  boys  and  three  girls.  One  of  the  latter,  Jane 
Wardlaw,  married  the  late  William  Cuthbertson 
Evans,  a  native  of  Clifton  and  descendant  of  an  old 
and  prominent  Staten  Island  family.  Mr.  Evans  was 
for  many  years  well  known  in  commercial  life  but 
in  later  years  was  confined  to  his  home  as  an  invalid, 
his  death  occurring  February  3,  1930.  The  family 
are  all  members  of  St.  John’s  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  at  Rosebank  and  active  in  all  the  good  works 
of  the  parish.  Mrs.  Evans  is  particularly  prominent 
in  the  religious  and  social  life  of  Staten  Island.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Evans  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  as 
follows:  Elizabeth  Wetherspoon  and  Janet  Cuthbert¬ 
son. 

Mr.  Wardlaw  passed  away  on  September  16,  1902, 
deeply  .  and  sincerely  missed,  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  is  interred  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery,  with  other 
members  of  his  family. 
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STANLEY  GARFIELD  MATTHEWS— 

Unquestionably,  one  of  the  foremost  mechanical 
marvels  of  the  past  thirty-five  years  is  the  motor 
driven  vehicle.  Through  its  perfection  and  widespread 
purpose  in  various  forms  and  uses,  it  has  revolu¬ 
tionized  much  of  that  vast  problem — “Transporta¬ 
tion.”  Calling  for  the  construction  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  miles  of  good  roads,  it  has  opened  up 
the  whole  country,  bringing  remote  sections  into 
practical  touch  with  great  centers,  facilitating  swift 
and  economical  transportation  in  and  to  the  crowded 
and  uncrowded  areas,  giving  to  all  classes  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  their  country,  and  the  means  of  dispatching 
millions  of  tons  of  merchandise  in  a  more  easy 
fashion.  And  throughout  the  whole  forward  course 
of  its  progress  no  name  has  been  more  prominently 
identified  with  its  development  in  the  motor  world, 
than  that  of  Charles  W.  Nash,  a  pioneer  among 
America’s  foremost  builders  of  fine  automobiles. 
Such  a  marvel  of  automotive  ideals  warrants  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  exceptional  ability,  qualified  to  present 
its  merits  to  the  public.  Such  a  man,  in  the  person  of 
Stanley  G.  Matthews,  founder-president  of  the  Nash 
Staten  Island,  Incorporated,  and  expert  in  motor 'car 
merchandising,  was  selected  for  the  promotion  of 
sales  in  Richmond  Borough  by  the  Nash  Motor 
Company.  His  undeviating  policy  being  that  the 
buyer  should  always  have  a  square  deal,  he  thus 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  public  to  an  unusual 
degree. 

Mr.  Matthews  was  born  July  12,  1881,  the  son 
of  Robert  and  Isabel  (Watters)  Matthews,  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio.  His  parents  were  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent,  both  having  come  to  America  from  Belfast, 
Ireland,  on  their  honeymoon.  They  settled  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati  in  1879,  where  the  elder  Matthews  was  a 
landscape  gardener.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
the  following  children:  Mary  Ann,  Margaret  Bell, 
Stanley  Garfield,  our  subject,  and  John  Wilson. 

Their  son,  Stanley  Garfield  Matthews,  applied  him¬ 
self  assiduously  and  studied  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  birthplace,  after  which  he  occupied  a  position 
with  the  Bullock  Electric  Manufacturing  Company 
for  twelve  years,  then  becoming  employed  as  an 
electrician  with  the  Procter  and  Gamble  Company, 
famous  soapmakers,  both  firms  being  located  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  He  acted  in  this  capacity  for  four  years, 
after  which  he  entered  their  mechanical  department, 
and  in  the  meantime  studied  engineering  during  spare 
hours.  He  worked  in  the  plants  of  this  firm  at 
Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Seattle,  Washington;  Green¬ 
wood  and  Jackson,  Mississippi;  and  Birmingham, 
Alabama.  In  1918  he  was  transferred  to  their  immense 
plant  on  Staten  Island  at  Port  Ivory,  where  he 
served  as  mechanical  engineer  up  to  September,  1923. 
At  this  point  he  resigned  his  position  to  take  over 
the  local  Nash  motor  car  agency  franchise.  For 
this  line  of  business  he  was  by  training  and  experi¬ 
ence  highly  fitted,  because  of  his  knowledge  of 
mechanics  and  business  administration.  In  1924  the 
Nash  Staten  Island,  Incorporated,  appointed,  as  sub¬ 
agents,  C.  O.  Knox,  proprietor  of  the  Amboy  Gar¬ 
age  at  Great  Kills,  and  C.  H.  Wickert,  of  the  Four 
Corners  Motor  Car  Company,  thereby  enlarging  their 
field  organization  and  providing  a  service  of  maximum 
efficiency  for  Nash  car  owners  throughout  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Richmond.  The  venture  developed  so  rap¬ 
idly  and  successfully  that  in  1926  Nash  Staten  Island, 
Incorporated,  also  opened  additional  sales  and  serv¬ 
ice  departments  at  Pleasant  Plains,  with  display  space 
for  fourteen  cars,  thus  placing  Nash  products  within 
convenient  reach  for  the  residents  of  all  the  borough. 


Their  splendid  success  is  shown  by  the  record  of 
sales.  In  1924  the  company  sold  sixty-eight  cars  and 
in  the  year  1928,  about  three  hundred  were  sold, 
thereby  taking  the  lead  in  sales  of  all  cars  valued 
at  $1,000  and  upward.  Besides  this,  the  business  in 
their  service  department  has  run  into  a  large  figure. 
Previous  to  the  Matthews  entry  into  the  distribution 
of  the  Nash,  they  had  been  selling  on  the  island  since 
1914,  but  only  in  limited  numbers,  and  this  splendid 
showing  testifies  eloquently  to  his  enterprise  and 
management. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War,  Mr.  Matthews 
registered  for  draft,  despite  his  age,  and  rendered 
service  in  the  various  drives  and  campaigns  to  his 
fullest  ability. 

A  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  Mr. 
Matthews  holds  membership  in  Hoffner  Lodge,  No. 
253,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and  in  other  Ma¬ 
sonic  bodies,  as:  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons;  Empire  Commandery  of  the  Knights  Templar; 
Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  and  Past  Grand  Tall  Cedar  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Forest,  No.  66,  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Men’s  Bible  Class;  and 
his  clubs  are:  the  Staten  Island  Masonic,  the  Mon¬ 
tana  Field  and  Gun,  and  the  Buffalo  Club  of  West 
New  Brighton. 

On  November  20,  1901,  Stanley  G.  Matthews  mar¬ 
ried  Carrie  Bauer,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary 
(Lill)  Bauer,  both  natives  of  Cincinnati.  The  Bauer 
family  is  of  German  origin.  George  Bauer’s  father 
came  to  the  United  States  before  the  Civil  War,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Army  of  the  Republic  and  during  the 
war,  lost  his  life  in  that  great  struggle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthews  have  two  sons,  Stanley  and 
Robert,  both  of  whom  are  associated  with  their  father 
in  the  automobile  business.  The  main  offices,  shops 
and  display  rooms  of  the  Nash  Staten  Island,  In¬ 
corporated,  are  at  No.  419  Castleton  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton,  and  they  are  members  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Automobile  Association. 


JOSEPH  B.  FERRE — Prominent  among  the 
inhabitants  of  France  during  one  of  the  brightest 
periods  of  its  development,  were  a  hardy  but  peace- 
loving  folk  known  as  Huguenots.  They  also  num¬ 
bered  in  the  group  of  intellectuals  but  were  chiefly 
known  because  of  their  art,  craftsmanship  and  skill 
in  mechanics.  Though  an  important  asset  in  their 
native  land  they  were  destined  to  find  succor  in  other 
countries  of  the  continent  and  eventually  in  America 
where  they  had  broader  scope  for  their  economic 
development  and  religious  convictions.  It  is  of  inter¬ 
est  that  the  family  under  this  caption  bear  out  the 
characteristics  of  their  ancestors  in  the  Old  World, 
and  herein  is  treated,  in  narrative  form,  the  direct 
line  of  descent  from  Charles  Ferre,  the  progenitor 
of  this  family  in  America,  to  Joseph  B.  Ferre,  our 
Staten  Island  subject. 

The  first  member  of  the  Ferre  family  to  come  to 
America  was  Charles  Ferre  (Ferry)  who  settled  in 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  which  locality  became 
their  home  for  several  generations.  He  came  to  this 
country  from  England  about  1659-60  at  the  behest 
of  his  personal  friend,  John  Pyncheon,  who  later 
became  prominent  as  one  of  Massachusetts’  early 
governors.  It  is  recorded  that  Charles  Ferre,  a 
descendant  of  a  Norman  family  of  distinction,  was 
a  native  of  Canterbury,  Kent  County,  England.  One 
of  his  ancestors  was  a  refugee  from  a  persecution 
of  the  Reformed  who  fled  from  France  to  England 
in  1566-69  and  who  later  became  one  of  the  first 
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deacons  of  the  “Walloon  Church  in  the  Crypt,”  in 
the  Cathedral  of  Canterbury,  granted  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  in  1573. 

After  his  arrival  in  America  Charles  Ferre  became 
a  member  of  the  original  church  on  the  Green  in 
Springfield,  and  records  show  him  as  a  recipient  of 
a  land  grant  from  the  church  in  accordance  with  one 
of  the  customs  of  the  day.  On  January  29,  1661,  he 
married  at  Springfield,  Sarah  Harmon,  born  there 
September  22,  1644,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Harmon.  They  had  children  as  follows:  John, 
Charles,  Samuel,  Sarah,  Mary,  Gershom,  Solomon, 
Mercy,  Elizabeth  and  Solomon,  the  second. 

Of  these  children  of  Charles  Ferre,  Gershom,  born 
March  19,  1673,  was  one  of  the  most  active.  He 
joined  an  expedition  in  the  French  and  Indian  War 
that  succeeded  in  reducing  the  hitherto  impregnable 
fortress  of  Louisburg,  Canada,  a  feat  that  played 
a  heavy  role  in  the  ending  of  French  domination  in 
Canada  and  won  control  of  that  country  for  Eng¬ 
land.  He  married,  on  March  5,  1701,  Abigail  Mer¬ 
rick,  born  September  7,  1673,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  Merrick,  they  becoming  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  Abigail,  Elizabeth,  Elisha,  Lydia, 
Kezia,  Gershom,  Jr.,  and  Mirian.  Gershom  Ferre, 
the  elder,  died  February  13,  1748,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five,  while  his  widow  survived  him  until 
December  31,  1753,  when  she  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two. 

Gershom  Ferre,  Jr.,  born  February  20,  1710,  mar¬ 
ried,  on  June  24,  1747,  Margaret  Burt,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Thankful  Burt,  born  November  6,  1724. 
To  this  union  were  born:  Margaret,  Moses,  Sarah, 
Aaron,  Moses,  the  second,  Azubah  and  William. 
Margaret  (Burt)  Ferre  died  November  10,  1783,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-nine. 

Of  the  above  children,  documents  show  that  Wil¬ 
liam  Ferre  of  Suffield,  Connecticut,  who  was  born 
February  28,  1764,  became  a  resident  of  West  Spring- 
field,  where  he  was  granted  land  comprising  nearly 
eight  acres.  Though  still  a  lad  in  his  teens  he  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
thus  being  known  as  “The  Ferre”  of  the  Revolution. 
His  marriage  to  Eleanor  Sikes  took  place  November 
22,  1790,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  and  one  son 
(twins)  William  and  Eleanor. 

William  Ferre,  Jr.,  born  December  25,  I794>  re¬ 
sided  in  Agawam  in  the  Springfield  district.  As  a 
young  man,  unmarried  and  ready  to  help  defend  his 
country  in  the  War  of  1812,  he  gained  admission 
to  the  army  only  through  use  of  an  ingenious  ruse. 
One  day,  while  seated  in  church,  a  group  of  Amer¬ 
ican  officers  appeared  at  the  church  doors,  locked 
them  and  notified  the  congregation  that  men  were 
urgently  needed  to  combat  the  British  forces  and,  so 
saying  passed  out  slips  to  every  man  present,  some 
of  which  were  marked  and  others  left  blank.  Pos¬ 
session  of  a  marked  slip  meant  that  the  holder  would 
immediately  ready  himself  for  army  service  and  thus 
be  placed  in  danger  of  his  life.  A  carpenter,  sitting 
with  his  wife  and  children  in  front  of  William  Ferre 
drew  a  marked  slip  while  William  drew  a  blank. 
Reaching  over  the  carpenter’s  shoulder  before  the 
latter  could  remonstrate,  William  quickly  exchanged 
the  slips  with  the  result  that  when  the  time  for 
collection  came  the  youngster  of  eighteen  went  to 
war  and  the  carpenter  remained  at  home  to  support 
his  family  by  virtue  of  a  more  peaceful  pursuit. 

William  Ferre  was  endowed  with  an  inventive 
genius  and  especially  skilled  in  the  creation  of  new 
firearm  devices,  one  of  which  helped  both  to  Ameri¬ 
canize  and  to  speed  up  the  testing  of  guns.  Before 


this  innovation,  the  straightening  of  gun  barrels  was 
an  unknown  art  in  America,  a  condition  which  had 
caused  the  importation  of  a  number  of  Englishmen 
into  this  country  at  the  munificent  salary  of  ten  dol¬ 
lars  a  day.  As  the  secret  of  their  art  lay  hidden  to 
everyone  but  themselves,  their  American  cousins 
chafed  at  the  bit.  These  wages,  they  reasoned,  could 
well  be  paid  to  us  if  we  knew  this  secret  process. 
William  Ferre,  however,  after  making  frequent  ex¬ 
periments,  finally  announced  one  day  to  the  colonel  in 
charge  of  the  armory  at  Springfield  that  he  had  dis¬ 
covered  how  to  straighten  these  barrels.  Though  the 
colonel  was  at  first  skeptical,  he  decided  to  give  the 
reported  invention  a  thorough  test  and  obtaining  a 
rolling  truck,  he  piled  it  with  guns,  a  number  of 
which  had  been  straightened  by  William  Ferre  and 
others  not  straightened.  Rolling  the  truck  into  the 
testing  room  where  the  Englishmen  were  working 
he  announced  that  evidently  there  had  been  careless¬ 
ness  in  the  “testing  of  this  last  load  of  guns.”  The 
Englishmen,  believing  the  guns  to  be  products  of 
their  own  skill  tested  them  for  alignment  and  asserted 
that  they  had,  for  the  most  part,  been  already 
straightened  and  straightened  well.  Needless  to  say, 
the  Ferre  discovery  had  thus  proved  its  worth  and 
thus  this  work  was  later  carried  by  Americans.  Wil¬ 
liam  Ferre  also  invented  the  original  machine  for  the 
milling  of  bayonets,  for  previously  they  had  been 
fashioned  by  hand.  He  consistently  refused  to  take 
out  a  patent  on  this  machine  though  frequently 
urged  to  do  so  by  watershop  authorities.  Grafting 
was  another  success  enjoyed  by  him;  and  as  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  this  endeavor  he  was  able  to  graft 
four  kinds  of  fruit  on  one  tree.  Truly  a  craftsman 
in  the  days  when  craftsmanship  of  the  highest  order 
prevailed,  he  was  a  valuable  asset  to  his  country 
from  an  industrial  as  well  as  a  mechanical  viewpoint. 
His  work  as  a  master  armorer  in  the  Springfield 
watershop  was  of  a  high  order  and  highly-technical. 
At  one  time  he  was  given  a  leave  of  absence  from 
this  shop  in  order  to  help  a  rich  man  establish  per¬ 
petual  motion.  After  the  completion  of  a  two-year 
contract  in  the  undertaking  of  this  work,  he  refused 
to  continue  his  experiments  despite  offers  of  almost 
unlimited  money,  the  reason  for  his  refusal  being  that 
he  knew  that  perpetual  motion  could  never  be  accom¬ 
plished  through  his  efforts. 

William  Ferre  married,  on  November  21,  1821, 
Charlotte  Clapp,  born  in  Northampton,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  November  4,  1801.  His  death  occurred  in 
Springfield,  November  7,  1878,  aged  eighty-three 
years,  as  inscribed  on  his  tombstone  in  Oak  Grove 
Cemetery,  Springfield.  His  wife,  who  had  died  of 
cholera  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  July  13,  1854,  is  buried 
beside  her  husband.  William  Ferre  had  married 
(second),  November  15,  1858,  Anna  Rising,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  her  demise,  had  married  Lucy  Porter. 
Through  his  first  wife,  his  family  of  four  girls  and 
five  boys  were  born:  Susan,  Marie  C.,  Jane  C.,  Ellen 
E.,  Azariah  C.,  William  T.,  Albert  E.,  George  and 
William. 

Albert  E.  Ferre,  son  of  William  and  Charlotte 
(Clapp)  Ferre,  was  born  August  7,  1848,  in  the  village 
of  Whitneyville,  near  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
Though  the  home  of  the  family  was  in  Springfield 
they  had  moved  to  Whitneyville  for  a  short  time  to 
enable  William  Ferre  to  install  machinery  in  the 
Winchester  Arms  Manufacturing  Company  of  New 
Haven.  After  receiving  his  education  in  Spring- 
field,  Albert  Ferre,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  wished  to 
enter  the  ranks  of  the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil 
War,  but  his  youth  frustrated  this  desire.  He  then 
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went  to  work  as  a  sightsetter  in  the  United  States 
Government  Watershop  and  while  thus  engaged  in 
a  part  of  this  huge  arsenal  he  helped  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  the  famous  “Springfield  Rifles.”  This 
employment  lasted  until  he  became  seventeen  when 
he  was  forced  to  quit,  due  to  ill  health. 

.  He  was  next  sent  by  his  father  to  Illinois  where 
he  spent  six  months  on  a  ranch  owned  by  a  Mr. 
Bliss  and  where,  incidentally,  he  met  Cecilia  La 
Forge,  who  was  to  become  his  wife.  At  the  same 
time  he  became  acquainted  with  a  number  of  young 
men  of  Lee  County  and  when  the  call  came  for  more 
troops  to  fill  the  Union  ranks,  he,  in  company  with 
these  men,  joined  Company  B.  of  the  134th  Illinois 
Zouave  Regiment.  His  brother,  Azariah  Clapp 
Ferre,  wTho  at  one  time  served  as  aide-de-camp  to 
General  Rosecrans,  was  then  in  command  of  a  com¬ 
pany  of  the  17th  Illinois  Cavalry.  Albert  E.  Ferre, 
as  a  member  of  this  regiment,  served  in  General 
Hancock’s  Division,  Army  of  Tennessee.  One  eve¬ 
ning  while  his  regiment  was  holding  a  drill  with 
unloaded  guns,  they  were  attacked  by  a  famous 
Southern  Cavalry  raider,  who  made  frequent  excur¬ 
sions  into  the  State  of  Ohio  where  the  Northerners 
were  quartered  in  large  numbers.  Knocked  down  by 
a  blow  from  a  sabre  he  fell  unconscious  and  his  left 
leg  was  run  over  by  one  of  the  field  artillery  car¬ 
riages,  which  accompanied  the  raider  on  his  invasion. 
He  was  taken  to  a  hospital  where  he  was  immediately 
treated,  but  the  injury  later  necessitated  the  amputa¬ 
tion  of  the  leg  just  above  the  knee.  He  returned 
to  Lee  County  and  there  married  in  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  at  Lee  Center,  Cecilia  La  Forge  of  an  old 
Staten  Island  family.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Peter 
La  Forge  of  Four  Corners,  who  was  a  vestryman 
in  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  West  Brighton. 
Leaving  Staten  Island,  where  at  one  time  he  was  also 
a  sergeant  in  the  local  militia  Peter  La  Forge  jour¬ 
neyed  to  Lee  County,  Illinois,  and  afterwards  went  to 
California  as  a  “Forty-niner.”  The  La  Forge  fam¬ 
ily  is  of  ancient  Huguenot  stock,  probably  having 
been  among  those  driven  out  of  France  during  a 
persecution  and  a  rebellion  that  followed.  It  is 
thought  that  they  were  actually  of  the  family  of 
Guise  of  which  the  Duke  of  Guise  was  a  pretender 
to  the  throne  of  France  and  upon  being  exiled  from 
the  country  took  upon  themselves  the  name  of  La 
Forge.  Their  first  known  representative  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  New  York  was  Adrian  La  Forge,  who  came 
to  America  in  1672  and  resided  in  Kings  County, 
where,  in  1687,  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance.  In 
1738  he  purchased  land  on  Staten  Island  and  became 
especially  active  as  a  resident  here.  David  La  Forge, 
probably  a  grandson  of  Adrian  La  Forge,  was  in 
turn  the  father  of  Peter  La  Forge,  who  had  a  son 
David.  David  La  Forge  was  the  father  of  another 
Peter  La  Forge,  who  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Cecilia 
(La  Forge)  Ferre.  (See  sketch  of  John  La  Forge, 
brother  of  the  younger  Peter,  elsewhere  in  these 
volumes). 

After  his  marriage  in  Illinois,  Albert  E.  Ferre 
came  East  to  Boston  and  Brooklyn  seeking  surgical 
treatment.  While  in  the  latter  city  his  son,  Joseph  B., 
was  born.  The  family  then  returned  to  Lee  Center, 
Illinois,  where  the  birth  of  Gertrude  Irene  Ferre 
occurred.  There  the  elder  Ferre  held  several  posi¬ 
tions,  being  assistant  postmaster,  town  clerk  for 
thirteen  years  and  tax  collector  for  nine  years.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  his  wife’s  health  failed  thus 
necessitating  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Springfield, 
Massachusetts,  in  1882.  Her  health  improved  greatly 
the  following  year,  whereupon  the  family  removed  to 


West  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  resided  there  until 
1890  when  they  came  to  Staten  Island  to  settle  and 
thereby  joined  their  son,  Joseph  B.,  who  had  pre¬ 
viously  located  here.  Albert  Ferre  had  retired  in 
1882  and  remained  thusly  until  1892.  His  wife’s 
death  occurred  April  26,  1891. 

In  1892-93  Albert  Ferre  took  a  position  in  the  United 
States  Customs  Service  Gauges  Department  in  the 
Old  Custom  House  on  Wall  Street,  remaining  there 
until  his  death  in  January  of  1903.  He  was  of 
an  inventive  mind  a  man  of  education  and  inter¬ 
ested  in  all  public  affairs.  His  abiding  hobby  was 
fishing  and  to  this  extent  he  dropped  many  a  hook  and 
line  in  the  mountain  lakes  and  streams  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  chiefly  in  Vermont.  Mechanics  also  absorbed 
his  attention  to  a  large  extent.  He  was  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  in  Lee  Center.  On  Staten  Island  he 
became  active  in  the  local  political  field.  A  regular 
church  attendant,  he  was  a  member  and  vestryman 
of  St.  Paul’s  Church  in  Lee  Center.  Richmond  Post, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  numbered  him  among 
its  many  members  and  in  the  civic  affairs  of  the 
community  he  aided  in  a  quiet,  unassuming  manner. 

Joseph  Burt  Ferre,  his  son,  who  was  born  August 
1,  1868  in  Brooklyn,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Illinois.  On  August  1,  1888,  upon  coming 
to  Staten  Island,  he  became  associated  with  Dunham, 
Buckley  and  Company,  at  No.  340  Broadway,  New 
York.  Leaving  this  concern  in  1900  he  was  associated 
for  many  years  with  Valentine  Bentley,  silk  manufac¬ 
turers  in  New  York,  before  joining  the  firm  of  Goes- 
sling  and  Ferre,  importers  of  ladies’  gloves  in  1906. 
He  became  president  of  the  Ferre  Glove  Company, 
Inc.,  importers  and  agents  for  ladies’  kid  and  domes¬ 
tic  gloves,  and  engages  in  this  business  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Ferre,  as  a  business  man,  has  traveled  exten¬ 
sively  in  this  country  and  has  made  several  trips  to 
France,  Germany  and  other  European  countries.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  Richmond 
Camp,  and  is  an  ex-commander  of  this  camp.  He 
has  been  connected  for  more  than  ten  years  with  the 
Republican  Committee  of  Richmond  County  and  is 
identified  generally  in  political  interests.  Being  of 
the  Episcopalian  denomination  he  attends  the  Church 
of  the  Ascension,  West  Brighton.  The  Mid  York 
Club  numbers  him  among  its  members. 

The  marriage  of  Joseph  B.  Ferre  took  place  No¬ 
vember  7,  1894,  to  Edith  Seaton,  of  West  New 
Brighton,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Steers) 
Seaton,  of  that  town.  Mary  Steers  was  a  daughter 
of  John  Steers,  prominent  mortician  of  West  Brigh¬ 
ton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Ferre  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Albert,  attended 
Stevens  Institute  of  Technology  in  Hoboken,  New 
Jersey.  As  a  junior  in  1917  he  left  this  institution 
to  serve  two  years  in  the  United  States  Army.  After 
joining  the  5th  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  Regular 
Army  as  a  second  lieutenant,  he,  in  the  following 
year  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  and 
transferred  to  the  33d  Regular  Infantry.  At  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  he  is  in  charge  of  the  department  for 
artificial  drying  for  the  H.  H.  Sturtevant  Company, 
Hyde  Park,  Boston.  He  is  a  member  of  Phi  Sigma 
Kappa,  national  fraternity.  His  marriage  took  place, 
on  April  21,  1928  to  Ada  Bertha  Tourtelotte.  2.  Edith, 
a  graduate  of  Wellesley  College,  married  Robert 
Ward  Carrol,  Jr.,  and  they  have  a  son,  Robert  Ward, 
3d.,  born  November  7,  1928.  3.  Margaret,  attended 
Bishop  Hopkins  Hall  at  Burlington,  Vermont.  She 
is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Ferre  Glove  Com- 
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pany,  Inc.  4.  Robert  Gershom,  after  graduating 
from  Curtis  High  School  in  June  of  1927,  attended 
Worcester  Academy  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
and  is  now  employed  with  Johnson  and  Faulkner, 
Incorporated,  of  New  York.  The  Ferre  residence  is 
located  at  No.  440  Oakland  Avenue,  West  Brighton. 

Gertrude  Irene  Ferre,  sister  of  Joseph  B.  Ferre, 
was  adequately  educated  in  the  schools  of  Connect¬ 
icut,  later  training  in  and  graduated  from  the  Kinder¬ 
garten  Training  Class  conducted  by  Madame  Maria 
Kraus-Bolte  in  Manhattan.  With  the  entrance  of 
the  United  States  into  the  World  War  she  went 
overseas  in  August  of  1918  as  a  war  worker  in  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 
She  spent  six  months  in  the  Leave  Areas  in  South¬ 
ern  France  after  which  she  was  connected  with  the 
1st  Division,  26th  Regiment  of  the  Army  of  Occupa¬ 
tion,  in  Germany,  remaining  here  until  she  returned 
to  the  United  States.  Upon  her  return  home  she 
again  took  up  her  duties  as  a  teacher  of  kinder¬ 
garten  classes  in  the  local  public  schools,  a  profes¬ 
sion  she  has  followed  for  the  past  twenty  years.  She 
is  interested  in  civic  and  social  movements  on  Staten 
Island,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Women’s  Overseas 
League  and  the  Town  Hall  Club  of  Manhattan.  She 
resides  at  No.  118  Stuyvesant  Place,  St.  George. 


JOHN  R.  HUGI  — In  a  territory  such  as  Staten 
Island  which  is  situated  close  to  the  heart  of  the 
business  and  commercial  center  of  the  country,  two 
factors,  such  as  industrial  development  and  the  build¬ 
ing  of  thousands  of  homes,  are  to  be  reckoned  heavily 
in  the  progressiveness  and  firm  establishment  of  com¬ 
munity  life.  The  useful  exploitation  of  land  by 
accredited  realty  agents  enjoying  the  full  public  con¬ 
fidence  does  much  to  stimulate  and  foster  such  a 
wholesome  growth  as  this.  Particularly  in  this  bor¬ 
ough  where  a  spirit  of  cooperation  between  leading 
realty  concerns  and  home  owners  is  manifested 
through  the  medium  of  an  organization  acting  as 
a  “clearing  house,’’  one  finds  a  development  that  is 
steadily  increasing  both  in  magnitude  and  as  a  bene¬ 
fit  to  the  public.  One  of  the  foremost  of  these  con¬ 
cerns  which,  since  its  inception  in  1924,  has  main¬ 
tained  its  headquarters  in  Port  Richmond,  is  that 
of  Hugi  and  Heinicke,  Incorporated,  of  which  John 

R.  Hugi,  a  native  Staten  Islander  and  president  of 
the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board,  is  a  repre¬ 
sentative. 

Of  Swiss  descent,  the  birth  of  John  R.  Hugi  oc¬ 
curred  October  7,  1883  in  Huguenot,  Staten  Island, 
his  parents  being  John  and  Albina  Hugi,  the  father 
a  native  of  Berne,  Switzerland,  the  mother  a  native 
of  Dresden,  Germany.  The  elder  Hugi  was  by  pro¬ 
fession  a  teacher  of  chemistry,  music  and  mathemat¬ 
ics  during  his  earlier  life  in  his  native  country.  He 
came  to  Staten  Island  about  1878  and  for  a  time 
continued  his  educational  activities.  The  latter  years 
of  his  life,  however,  were  spent  in  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing.  Both  parents  are  deceased,  the  father  having 
died  in  1902  and  the  mother  in  1923. 

The  younger  Hugi,  after  attending  Public  School 
No.  5  in  the  South  Shore  district,  left  school  in 
June  of  1897  and  became  an  apprentice  in  a  gold 
beater’s  shop,  at  the  same  time  furthering  his  edu¬ 
cation  by  studying  courses  offered  by  the  Alexander 
Hamilton  Institute  and  the  La  Salle  Extension  In¬ 
stitute.  Following  a  three-year  period  at  such  labor 
and  study  he  became  employed  in  1900  by  the  S. 

S.  White  Dental  Company  as  a  gold  foil  beater  in 
their  metallurgical  and  surgical  department.  The 
next  year  however,  he  opened  a  business  school  of 


his  own  where  pupils  were  instructed  in  stenography, 
typewriting  and  bookkeeping. 

Mr.  Hugi,  from  November,  1902  to  July,  1903,  be¬ 
came  associated  with  Copeland  and  Dole,  architects, 
with  offices  at  No.  51  Exchange  Place,  Manhattan. 
The  following  five  years  found  him  in  the  employ 
of  the  Staten  Island  Rapid  Transit  Division  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  where  he  began  a 
study  of  transportation  and  traffic  that  consistently 
absorbed  his  attention  from  that  time  to  later  days. 
Upon  leaving  the  service  of  the  railroad  temporarily 
in  March  of  1908  he  was  connected  for  nearly  two 
years  with  the  Procter  and  Gamble  Manufacturing 
Company  before  returning  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
in  February  of  1910.  The  very  next  year  he  again 
accepted  a  position  with  Procter  and  Gamble  and 
served  this  concern  up  to  December  1924  as  head  of 
the  traffic  division. 

The  year  1924  marked  the  founding  of  a  new  real 
estate  and  insurance  firm  on  Staten  Island  which  Mr. 
Hugi  and  his  partner  Milton  Hainley  Heinicke  (see 
following  biography),  formed  with  offices  on  Rich¬ 
mond  Avenue,  Port  Richmond.  The  knowledge  both 
of  local  industrial  conditions  and  traffic  problems  that 
the  former  had  gained,  coupled  with  the  experience 
his  partner  had  received  by  virtue  of  a  technical  edu¬ 
cation,  a  training  as  an  engineer  with  a  large  eastern 
railroad  system  and  as  an  executive  in  the  commercial 
end  of  the  same  business,  combined  to  aid  the  new 
partnership  immensely.  Ever  since  the  time  of  its 
inception  the  firm  of  Hugi  and  Heinicke  Incorpo¬ 
rated,  has  specialized  in  industrial  real  estate  on 
Staten  Island,  their  offices  being  located  at  No.  308 
Richmond  Avenue,  Port  Richmond.  They  have  met 
with  continued  success  in  their  field  due  not  only  to 
their  vast  experience  but  to  their  understanding  of 
realty  conditions  in  this  borough  and  a  willingness  to 
work  hand  in  hand  with  the  public  in  the  interests 
of  civic  betterment. 

Mr.  Hugi  and  his  partner  are  likewise  among  those 
who  are  active  in  the  progress  of  the  Staten  Island 
Real  Estate  Board  which  is  affiliated  with  the  New 
York  Association  of  Real  Estate  Boards.  This  organ¬ 
ization,  of  which  our  subject  is  the  president,  is  one  in 
which  the  bond  between  the  real  estate  broker  and 
the  public  is  close  and  sincere.  In  this  connection 
the  board  operates  on  the  theory  that  the  real  estate 
broker  is  definitely  obligated  to  persons  seeking  advice 
and  who  are  trusting  him  with  their  material  wel¬ 
fare  and  future  happiness.  Its  two  main  principles 
are  protection  and  security. 

More  than  a  year  ago,  after  realizing  that  a 
wholesome  and  steady  development  of  real  estate 
projects  in  Richmond  Borough  was  largely  contingent 
upon  the  good-will  and  sound  advice  that  members 
of  the  board  might  furnish  the  public  with,  a  plan 
was  devised  for  the  organization  of  Staten  Island 
property  holders  into  membership  on  the  board.  Thus 
a  hearty  spirit  of  cooperation  has  been  fostered  within 
the  organization  and  the  following  plans  are  now 
being  carried  out:  the  guarding  of  real  estate  against 
unfair  and  unequal  taxation;  the  furnishing  of  a 
clearing  house  where  property  owners  may  be  sent 
to  exchange  ideas  looking  to  the  stability  of  real 
estate  values;  the  bringing  about  of  a  more  liquid 
market  for  real  estate;  the  establishing  of  cooperation 
between  the  owner  of  property  and  the  real,  estate 
broker.  The  board  itself  is  composed  of  prominent 
realtors  throughout  Richmond  Borough  who  are 
elected  to  its  membership.  Past  records  are  scruti¬ 
nized  an  oath  of  allegiance  and  adherence  to  upright 
practice  within  the  profession  is  required  and  an 
assurance  of  future  good  faith  is  necessary. 
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Mr.  Hugi  numbers  among  his  outside  activities  on 
Staten  Island  several  of  a  civic  patriotic  and  frater¬ 
nal  nature.  In  connection  with  business  affairs  here 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce  the  Staten  Island  Kiwanis  Club  and  many 
other  societies  of  prominence  having  as  their  aim  the 
wholesome  development  of  this  borough. 

The  marriage  of  John  R.  Hugi  took  place  Novem¬ 
ber  27,  1905,  to  Goldie  May  Vaughan,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Walling)  Vaughan  of  Ross- 
ville.  The  Hugi  home  is  located  at  No.  39  Hatfield 
Place,  Port  Richmond. 


MILTON  HAINLEY  HEINICKE— The  acquir¬ 
ing  of  a  business  and  technical  education  followed  by 
several  years  of  service  in  civic  and  mechanical  engi¬ 
neering  and  as  an  executive  with  a  large  manufactur¬ 
ing  company  served  to  equip  Milton  Hainley  Heinicke 
with  a  solid  foundation  for  his  entrance  into  the  real 
estate  business  on  Staten  Island  in  1924.  Since  that 
time  Mr.  Heinicke  whose  knowledge  of  engineer¬ 
ing  and  industrial  real  estate  matters  has  stood  him 
in  good  stead  has  operated  with  his  partner  John  R. 
Hugi  (see  preceding  biography),  a  realty  and  insur¬ 
ance  establishment  in  Port  Richmond.  The  concern, 
which  is  known  as  Hugi  and  Heinicke,  Incorporated, 
is  active  in  the  work  being  conducted  by  the  Staten 
Island  Real  Estate  Board. 

Milton  Hainley  Heinicke  was  born  August  9, 
1877  near  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  A  son  of  Samuel 
and  Susan  (Hainley)  Heinicke  of  that  place,  he  is  of 
a  Pennsylvania  German  family  whose  early  members 
came  to  the  United  States  from  their  native  land  in 
1746.  They  immediately  settled  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  Pennsylvania  and  are  represented  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  today.  The  father  of  our  subject  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  and  cattle  dealer.  He  retired 
nearly  thirty  years  ago  after  leading  a  particularly 
active  business  life. 

The  early  education  of  the  younger  Heinicke  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
Ephrata  Academy  and  Ephrata  High  School.  Upon 
being  graduated  from  the  latter  institution  he  at¬ 
tended  Peirce  School,  a  business  college  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  which  was  followed  by  a  scientific  course  of 
training  at  Cooper  Union  Institute,  New  York.  His 
studies  were  completed  at  Drexel  Institute  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  where  he  took  up  engineering. 

The  first  position  held  by  Mr.  Heinicke  after  his 
departure  from  Drexel  Institute  was  in  the  civil 
engineering  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  in 
the  Philadelphia  office.  Later  he  was  transferred  to 
New  York,  working  in  the  same  division  in  that 
city.  Returning  to  Philadelphia  sometime  later  he 
became  attached  to  the  office  of  Samuel  Rea,  fourth 
vice-president,  who  later  became  president  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  and  is  now  retired.  Leaving 
this  service  after  eight  years,  Mr.  Heinicke  obtained 
a  situation  in  the  mechanical  engineering  department 
of  the  Procter  and  Gamble  Company  at  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio.  Four  years  later  he  was  placed  in  an 
executive  position  in  the  commercial  end  of  the  con¬ 
cern.  After  nineteen  years  of  service  he  severed  his 
connections  with  the  company  in  December,  1924, 
and  entered  the  real  estate  business  on  Staten  Island 
in  association  with  John  R.  Hugi,  a  native  born 
Staten  Islander  who  had  experienced  a  career  as  an 
industrial  and  traffic  expert.  The  name  of  the  new 
firm  became  known  as  Hugi  and  Heinicke,  Incor¬ 
porated,  specializing  in  industrial  real  estate.  Both 
partners,  having  had  ample  opportunity  to  study 
industrial  affairs  and  conditions  during  their  early 
careers,  were  well  equipped  for  the  task  that  lay 


before  them  in  their  new  field.  Like  others  of  their 
profession  in  Staten  Island  they  realized  that  the 
coming  years  would  be  marked  by  a  widespread  realty 
development  here  both  in  industry  and  in  the  build¬ 
ing  of  family  residences. 

In  his  business  associations  Mr.  Heinicke  is  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  following  organizations:  the  Staten 
Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Staten  Island 
Real  Estate  Board,  the  Industrial  Real  Estate  Brok¬ 
erage  Association  and  the  New  Jersey  Association  of 
Real  Estate  Brokers.  Fraternally  he  is  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Order  being  a  member  of  Winton  Masonic 
Lodge  in  Cincinnati;  Tyrian  Chapter  of  Staten  Island; 
Empire  Commandery  Knights  Templar;  Mecca 
Temple  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  and  the  Staten  Island  Masonic  Club.  He  is 
a  Past  Grand  Tall  Cedar  of  Richmond  Forest, 
Staten  Island,  and  is  a  life  member  of  the  Con¬ 
sistory  of  New  York  City.  He  also  is  affiliated  with 
the  International  Order  of  Foresters.  Our  subject  is 
past  secretary  of  the  Flag  Day  Association  of  Staten 
Island,  has  been  active  in  hospital  work  and  Boy 
Scout  drives  in  this  borough  and  in  other  civic  af¬ 
fairs  since  coming  here  nearly  sixteen  years  ago. 

Mr.  Heinicke  married  in  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey, 
Ella  Heald,  a  native  of  that  place.  The  Heinicke 
home  is  situated  at  No.  60  Harrison  Avenue,  Port 
Richmond,  while  the  office  of  Hugi  and  Heinicke, 
Incorporated,  is  at  No.  308  Richmond  Avenue,  Port 
Richmond. 


BERTRAM  G.  EADIE — The  great  majority  of 
the  laws  on  the  statute  books  relate  to  property,  and 
are  increasing  rapidly  in  number  with  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  commerce,  industry  and  finance.  These  have 
a  magnitude,  far-reaching  ramifications  and  inter¬ 
relations  not  even  dreamed  of  at  a  time  within  the 
memory  of  men  yet  living.  It  is  impossible  for  busi¬ 
ness  men,  manufacturers,  financiers  or  corporations 
to  know  how  their  purposes  may  be  accomplished 
legitimately  or  how  to  protect  their  interests  without 
the  aid  of  those  especially  versed  in  the  law.  Hence, 
the  lawyer  is  a  factor  of  ever-increasing  importance 
in  the  highly  complex  civilization  of  the  twentieth 
century.  To  render  to  society  adequate  service  of  the 
character  indicated  requires  the  finest  type  of  mind 
and  personality.  It  is  not  enough  to  know  the  law 
or  where  to  find  it;  an  analytical  mind  is  demanded, 
with  power  to  see  clearly  and  to  think  logically; 
and,  w’ithal,  a  proper  conception  of  the  privileges 
and  responsibilities  of  citizenship  combined  with  a 
practical  application  of  the  highest  ethical  ideals.  The 
place  that  Bertram  G.  Eadie  has  won  in  the  legal 
profession  and  in  the  esteem  of  this  community  is 
ample  evidence  that  he  made  no  mistake  in  choosing 
his  vocation. 

This  branch  of  the  Eadie  family  was  established 
in  this  country  by  John  Eadie,  grandfather  of  Bert¬ 
ram  G.  Eadie,  our  subject.  With  his  two  brothers, 
James  C.  and  William,  John  Eadie  came  from  Scot¬ 
land  about  1835  and  settled  for  a  time  in  Nashua, 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  followed  his  occupation 
in  the  textile  industry.  His  brothers  located  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  they  became  well  known 
citizens.  John  Eadie’s  wife,  whom  he  married  in 
this  country,  was  Mary  Sharpies,  a  native  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  came  to  America  about  the  same  time. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
three,  two  daughters  and  a  son,  John  H.  Eadie,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  grew  to  maturity. 

John  H.  Eadie  was  born  in  Nashua  and  in  1845, 
at  two  years  of  age,  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Staten  Island.  His  father’s  cousin,  the  well-known 
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medical  practitioner,  Dr.  Eadie,  was  already  here  and 
was  one  of  the  early  health  officers  of  Richmond 
County.  Here  on  Staten  Island  John  H.  Eadie  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  and  soon  after  leaving  school 
was  variously  employed.  He  served  his  country  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War  as  a  member  of  Company  B, 
175th  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
always  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
community  and  his  efforts  were  always  on  the  side 
of  constructive  citizenship.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1908  he  held  the  office  of  postmaster  at  New 
Brighton.  He  married  Alice  H.  Dobson,  daughter 
of  John  Dobson,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
England  with  her  parents  in  1845.  Her  brother,  John 
L.  Dobson,  was  at  one  time  a  supervisor  of  the  town 
of  Castleton,  and  president  of  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  in  1898  when  Richmond  County  was  con¬ 
solidated  with  the  Greater  City  of  New  York.  John 
H.  and  Alice  H.  (Dobson)  Eadie  were  the  parents 
of  six  children:  John  A.,  Alice  C.,  William  A., 
Jennie  F.,  Bertram  G.,  of  whom  further;  and 
Leslie  B. 

Bertram  G.  Eadie  was  born  January  11,  1884,  in 
New  Brighton.  His  education  was  begun  in  Public 
School,  No.  17,  after  which  he  attended  Wester- 
leigh  Collegiate  Institute.  His  legal  education  was 
received  at  the  New  York  Law  School  and  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York  in 
1905.  He  was  connected  at  that  time  with  the  law 
firm  of  Pinney,  Thayer  and  Van  Slyke  of  New  York 
City.  He  began  practice  on  Staten  Island  in  1905, 
and  became  a  partner  of  the  late  ex-Judge  John  J. 
Kenney,  district  attorney  of  Richmond  County  in 
1907.  The  partnership  did  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Kenney  and  Eadie.  This  most  agreeable 
relationship  was  continued  with  an  ever-increasing 
clientele  until  the  death  of  Judge  Kenney  in  1912. 
Mr.  Eadie  then  took  as  his  partner  Guy  O.  Walser, 
son  of  the  late  Dr.  William  C.  Walser  and  they 
practiced  together  until  1921.  While  for  some  years 
Mr.  Eadie  engaged  in  general  practice  and  still  num¬ 
bers  many  individuals  among  his  clients,  his  careful, 
painstaking  attention  to  their  interests,  his  unfailing 
dependability,  his  ability  quickly  to  penetrate  to  the 
crux  of  a  problem,  began  to  attract  attention  among 
corporations  having  large  interests.  He  has  long 
been  recognized  as  one  of  the  important  corpora¬ 
tion  lawyers  of  Staten  Island.  Since  1907  he  has 
served  the  Richmond  Light  and  Railroad  Company 
as  general  counsel.  Mr.  Eadie  organized  the  North 
Shore  Ice  Company  and  the  East  Shore  Ice  Company 
and  has  since  been  president  of  both  concerns. 

Mr.  Eadie  believes  that  the  civic  responsibility  of 
each  citizen  is  commensurate  with  his  ability  to  serve 
his  community.  He  believes  in  honest  and  efficient 
administration  of  government,  and  having  the  courage 
of  his  convictions  has  always  been  an  outspoken 
opponent  of  any  faction  that  favored  personal  inter¬ 
ests  or  special  privilege  at  the  expense  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  A  Democrat,  he  has  long  held  an  important 
place  in  the  councils  of  that  party. 

Mr.  Eadie’s  military  record  covers  a  period  of 
fourteen  years.  In  1902  he  joined  the  crack  7th 
Regiment,  New  York  National  Guard  and  after  serv¬ 
ing  diligently  received  an  honorable  discharge  in 
1907.  He  then  helped  to  organize  the  splendid  Troop 
F,  1st  New  York  Cavalry,  stationed  on  Staten  Island, 
now  known  as  the  51st  Headquarters  Troop  and  later 
went  with  this  troop  as  a  first  lieutenant  to  the 
Mexican  Border  in  1916,  and  served  throughout  that 
expedition.  On  account  of  a  physical  disability  he 
was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  the  beginning 
of  this  country’s  participation  in  the  World  War. 


Mr.  Eadie  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  County 
Lawyers’  Association,  the  New  York  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Association,  and  is 
a  past  president  of  the  latter  organization.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  7th  Regiment  Veterans’  Society, 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  local  lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the 
following  clubs:  Richmond  County  Country,  Fox 
Hills  Golf,  the  Mayflower  Country,  the  Staten  Island, 
the  Calvary  of  Brooklyn,  and  the  Catholic  Club  of 
New  York. 

On  August  21,  1905,  Bertram  G.  Eadie  married 
Ethel  M.  DuBois,  a  native  of  New  York  City  and 
a  daughter  of  William  J.  and  Ella  M.  (Feury) 
DuBois,  members  of  the  old  Huguenot  family  of 
Kingston,  New  York.  Mr.  DuBois  came  to  Staten 
Island  about  1889  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
marine  superintendent  for  many  years.  His  wife,  Ella 
M.  Feury  before  her  marriage,  was  a  native  of  New 
York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eadie  have  one  son,  John  H., 
a  graduate  of  Lawrenceville  School,  class  of  1927 
and  now  a  student  at  Princeton  University. 


H.  DEAN  SMITH,  D.  D.  S. — After  completing 
his  academic  work  in  dentistry  and  while  following 
his  profession  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Sea  Side 
Hospital,  on  Staten  Island,  in  1917,  H.  Dean  Smith 
found  himself  confronted  with  military  service.  His 
country  was  at  war  and  he  instantly  entered  the 
service.  He  was  commissioned  a  first  lieutenant  in 
the  army  in  August,  1917,  and  attached  to  the  Dental 
Corps  of  the  1st  Division.  He  first  was  stationed 
at  Camp  Mills,  then  being  sent  overseas,  where  he 
served  throughout  the  World  War.  He  gained  his 
captaincy  and  was  thus  honorably  discharged  from 
active  military  service  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Officers’  Reserve  Corps.  In  June,  1919,  he  returned 
to  New  Dorp  and  entered  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  and  since  has  been  numbered  among  the  out¬ 
standing  members  in  the  practice  and  is  well  known 
as  a  citizen  of  his  locality. 

H.  Dean  Smith  was  born  in  West  New  Brighton, 
September  4,  1895,  a  son  of  Dr.  John  Adams  and 
Caroline  (Flick)  Smith.  His  father  is  also  of  the 
same  profession.  The  younger  Smith  received  his 
education  in  the  Staten  Island  public  schools  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Curtis  High  School  in .  1913- 
While  there  he  was  prominent  in  athletics,  winning 
his  letter  “C”  of  the  football  squad.  He  then  at¬ 
tended  New  York  College  of  Dentistry  and  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Sur¬ 
gery,  in  1917.  He  is  a  member  of  the  college  frater¬ 
nity  of  Psi  Omega,  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  the  American  Legion,  the  Second 
District  Dental  Society,  the  Richmond  County  Dental 
Society,  the  American  Dental  Association,  and  is 
attached  to  the  staffs  of  the  Richmond  Memorial  and 
Sea  Side  hospitals. 

On  January  25,  1923,  Dr.  Smith  married  J.  Alberta 
Meschenmoser,  daughter  of  the  late  Willis  and 
Julia  Jeanette  (Lake)  Meschenmoser  (q.  v.)  Their 
children  are:  Hamilton  Dean,  born  January  24,  1924, 
and  Mary  Gifford,  born  March  1,  1927. 


LOUISE  DE  PEW — One  of  the  more  venture¬ 
some  occupations  of  women  in  their  relationships 
with  the  modern  industrial  structure  of  society  is  that 
of  newspaper  reporting  and  editing,  a  field  in  which 
they  have  entered  to  a  certain  extent  and  have  some¬ 
times  done  a  highly  useful  type  of  work.  A  woman 
whose  newspaper  experience  has  been  of  considerable 
value  on  Staten  Island  is  Louise  De  Pew,  who  has 
taken  an  important  part  in  the  affairs  of  different 
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papers  in  the  borough  of  Richmond.  Although  she 
started  as  an  assistant  and  a  reporter,  her  worth 
readily  became  recognized,  with  the  result  that  her 
services  were  sought  by  several  different  publishing 
organizations. 

She  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  a  daughter  of  James 
Henry  and  Analaska  (Van  Blarcom)  De  Pew.  Her 
father,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  in  his  lifetime  a 
prominent  contractor  and  builder  in  Richmond  Val¬ 
ley,  the  district  of  Staten  Island  in  which  Miss  De 
Pew  now  lives.  Her  paternal  grandparents  were 
William  Henry  and  Catherine  (Storer)  De  Pew, 
while  her  grandparents  on  her  mother’s  side  of  the 
family  were  James  A.  and  Mary  Louise  (Kently) 
Van  Blarcom.  James  Henry  and  Analaska  (Van 
Blarcom)  De  Pew  had  three  children:  i.  Louise,  of 
further  mention.  2.  Henry,  who  married  Mary  Louise 
Manee,  and  they  are  now  living  on  Staten  Island. 
3.  George  E.,  who  is  deceased. 

Louise  De  Pew,  as  a  girl,  attended  the  elementary 
and  academic  departments  of  the  Tottenville  public 
schools,  and  there  she  studied  high  school  subjects, 
having  the  equivalent  of  two  and  one-half  years  of 
high  school  work.  Her  teacher  was  Professor  N. 
J.  Lowe,  now  principal  of  Tottenville  High  School. 
When  she  completed  her  academic  education  and 
decided  upon  a  business  career,  she  first  entered 
real  estate,  becoming  associated  with  the  Williams 
real  estate  offices  where  she  remained  for  nine  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  period  she  went  to  business  col¬ 
lege  in  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey.  Then  she  became 
associated  with  Fred  H.  Cozzens,  a  prominent  realtor, 
who  was  active  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  was 
secretary  of  the  old  Fifth  Ward  Improvment  Asso¬ 
ciation.  In  1907  there  came  a  slump  in  real  estate, 
and  Miss  De  Pew  at  that  time  engaged  first  in 
newspaper  work.  She  became  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  the  old  “Transcript”  to  relieve  Mr.  Huntingdon, 
who  then  was  suffering  from  a  crippled  hand.  She 
was  his  assistant  in  the  office  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  later  covered  club  meetings  and  similar  public 
affairs.  There  she  remained  for  five  years,  at  the 
end  of  that  period  going  to  D.  L.  Prager  and  Com¬ 
pany,  insurance  brokers,  an  old  New  York  City  firm, 
with  which  she  continued  for  a  year’s  time.  Going 
back  to  the  “Transcript,”  she  worked  with  Mr. 
Huntingdon  until  his  death;  and  in  the  period  from 
December,  1922,  to  April  5,  1923,  edited  the  paper, 
assembling  all  the  news  and  following  the  typograph¬ 
ical  style  of  the  New  York  “Herald.”  Finally,  in 
April,  she  left  the  “Transcript”  and  in  May  became 
associated  with  the  “South  Shore  Times,”  of  which 
she  was  assistant  editor  until  its  consolidation  with 
the  “Transcript,”  in  1927.  Miss  De  Pew  remained 
in  the  Great  Kills  office  doing  general  newspaper 
work  until  May  5,  1928. 

In  addition  to  her  business  activities  and  her  work 
with  the  journalistic  profession,  which  kept  her  con¬ 
stantly  busy,  Miss  De  Pew  is  active  in  a  number 
of  organizations,  including  the  Woman’s  Club  of 
Great  Kills,  the  Philemon  Literary  Society,  the  Con¬ 
ference  House  Association  and  the  Bethel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Her  father  also  was  considerably 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  Bethel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  having  been  an  official  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  having  done  much  in  the  church’s  support. 
He  also  was  affiliated  with  the  Junior  Order  of 
United  American  Mechanics. 


ROYAL  H.  SMITH— The  history  of  Staten  Is¬ 
land  has  been  replete  with  instances  of  the  removal 
of  families  long  resident  in  other  portions  of  the 
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Greater  City  to  Richmond  County  and  the  consequent 
civic  and  economic  aid  they  have  lent  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  Island.  An  example  of  such  a  trans¬ 
ference  is  seen  today  in  the  personage  of  Royal  H. 
Smith  of  Port  Richmond,  well  known  jeweler,  who  is 
of  a  family  that  aided  in  the  early  settlement  of 
Long  Island,  became  the  holders  of  considerable  prop¬ 
erty  in  more  than  one  district  and  were  numbered 
among  the  most  highly-respected  and  learned  people 
within  their  respective  towns. 

Royal  H.  Smith  is  of  the  seventh  generation  of  that 
family  in  America.  The  first  to  come  here  was  Wil¬ 
liam  Smith,  of  England,  who  was  born  February  2, 
1655,  at  Weld  Hall  in  the  village  of  Newton,  near 
Hingham  Ferrers,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Smith. 
The  earliest  part  of  his  biography,  which  in  its 
entirety  was  one  full  of  achievement  and  deserved 
success,  reflects  his  personality,  efficiency  and  deter¬ 
mination.  Upon  the  presentation  of  the  African  town 
of  Tangier  to  King  Charles  II  of  England  by  the 
King  of  Portugal,  the  former  decided  that  in  order 
to  maintain  the  town  as  one  of  the  strategic  trading 
ports  of  the  world,  he  should  necessarily  appoint  a 
competent  mayor  to  protect  English  interests  here. 
Wherewith,  the  King  chose  William  Smith,  who  as 
an  attache  of  the  Court,  had  been  under  his  Royal 
observation  since  boyhood.  Young  Smith  was  duly 
commissioned  mayor,  went  to  Africa  to  take  up  his 
duties  and  rendered,  on  behalf  of  his  country,  dis¬ 
tinguished  and  exceedingly  intelligent  service  of  such 
a  nature  that  his  descendants  justly  cherish  his  work 
as  a  proud  and  priceless  heritage.  With  the  abandon¬ 
ment  of  this  development  in  later  years  he  returned 
to  England  but  did  not  tarry  long.  His  marriage  had 
taken  place  while  at  Tangier,  on  November  26,  1675, 
to  Martha  Tunstall,  daughter  of  Henry  Tunstall  of 
Putney,  County  of  Surrey,  England.  While  living 
in  Tangier,  six  of  their  children  were  born. 

In  1686,  William  Smith  embarked  for  America  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  a  new  land,  and  the  ship  came 
to  anchor  in  New  York  Harbor  on  August  6  of 
that  year.  Finding  that  large  tracts  of  desirable  land 
within  Long  Island’s  attractive  countryside  were 
available,  he  forthwith  acquired  property  under  the 
King’s  grant  in  Little  Neck  and  soon  became  the 
proprietor  of  an  estate  which  he  transformed  into 
the  “Manor  of  St.  George.”  In  later  years  he  added 
other  purchases  to  his  landed  possessions.  He  be¬ 
came,  in  effect,  a  baron,  the  owner  of  a  manorial 
community  and  the  possessor  of  chartered  rights.  He 
removed  from  New  York  to  his  new  manor  sometime 
in  1689  and  soon  after  his  occupancy  the  marriage 
of  his  daughter,  Martha  Smith,  took  place.  William 
Smith,  colonel  by  title,  and  one  of  the  aristocracy, 
was  recognized  as  a  distinguished  citizen  and  became 
prominent  in  judicial,  patriotic  and  social  circles  in 
the  New  York  Colony.  He  held  at  first  the  position 
of  Associate  Justice,  became  later  a  Chief  Justice, 
was  a  member  of  the  Governor  of  New  York’s  Coun¬ 
cil  and  with  his  associates  was  instrumental  as  a 
citizen  in  bringing  to  trial  and  convicting  one  Jacob 
Leisler,  a  traitor  and  leader  of  an  early  rebellion. 
The  death  of  William  Smith  occurred  February  18, 
1705.  His  grave  is  in  a  family  burying  ground  at 
Setauket,  Long  Island,  near  the  site  of  the  original 
Manor  House. 

The  son  of  William  Smith  was  William  Henry 
Smith,  who  was  born  March  13,  1689.  He  settled 
on  a  part  of  his  father’s  estate  at  Mastic  or  Sabonack, 
on  the  south  side  of  Long  Island.  His  first  wife  was 
a  Merrit  of  Boston  and  their  son  was  named  Merrit 
Smith.  Following  her  death  he  married  (second) 
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Hannah  Cooper  of  Southampton,  Long  Island,  by 
whom  he  had  seven  children.  He  died  January  27, 
1743,  aged  fifty-three,  while  his  wife  survived  him 
for  twenty  years. 

The  second  child  of  William  Henry  Smith  was 
Judge  William  Smith,  2d,  born  in  July,  1720,  and 
who  lived  on  the  parental  estate.  He  became  a 
County  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  served 
with  distinction  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Provincial  Congress  and  in 
1777  he  was  elected  a  Senator,  under  the  State  Con¬ 
stitution,  which  office  he  retained  until  peace  was 
declared  in  1783.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  Smith, 
who  was  the  mother  of  Daniel  Smith,  and  died  in 
1758.  He  married  (second)  Ruth  Woodhull,  of  a 
Revolutionary  family  and  they  had  six  children.  His 
death  came  March  17,  1799,  his  wife  surviving  him 
for  nearly  twenty-three  years. 

William  Smith,  3d,  second  son  of  William  Henry 
Smith,  was  born  at  Mastic,  April  30,  1769.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two  he  married  Hannah  Phoenix  Smith, 
daughter  of  Philetus  and  Phoebe  (Treadwell)  Smith 
of  Smithtown.  Soon  after  marriage  he  settled  on 
that  portion  of  St.  George’s  Manor  called  Longwood, 
and  here  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent.  His 
wife  died  October  5,  1801,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six, 
while  his  death  followed  on  July  20,  1803,  at  a  time 
when  he  was  visiting  relatives  in  Orange  County, 
New  York,  thus  making  it  necessary  for  their  chil¬ 
dren  to  be  reared  by  guardians.  He  was  buried  in  the 
Woodhull  family  cemetery. 

William  Sidney  Smith,  first  son  of  William  and 
Hannah  Phoenix  (Smith)  Smith,  and  grandfather 
of  Royal  H.  Smith,  was  born  in  Longwood,  a  section 
of  St.  George’s  Manor,  July  8,  1796.  At  the  age  of 
seven,  upon  his  father’s  demise,  he  was  placed  under 
the  care  of  two  uncles.  After  acquiring  his  education 
he  entered  the  commercial  office  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  Robert  M.  Russell,  in  the  city  of  New  York 
and  remained  here  several  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1821  he  became  acquainted  with  the  family  of  Major 
Jones  and  subsequently  became  engaged  to  his  eldest 
daughter,  Eleanor  Jones.  They  were  married  May 
7,  1823,  the  rite  having  been  solemnized  by  Rev.  Seth 
Hart,  rector  of  St.  George’s  Church  at  Hempstead. 
After  spending  the  first  year  of  their  marriage  at 
Cold  Spring  they  removed  to  the  family  mansion 
at  Longwood,  which  had  been  undergoing  repairs, 
and  remained  there  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Their 
home  life  was  one  of  happiness,  peace  and  content¬ 
ment,  fraught  with  generous  hospitality  to  everyone. 
They  were  devoted  church  members  and  workers 
within  the  parish  with  which  they  were  identified. 
Mr.  Smith  was  several  times  chosen  to  offices  of 
responsibility  including  superintendent  of  the  town  of 
Brookhaven,  county  treasurer  and  representative  in 
the  State  Legislature. 

The  seventh  day  of  May,  1873,  was  a  particularly 
happy  one  in  the  lives  of  William  Sidney  and  Eleanor 
(Jones)  Smith,  it  being  the  date  of  their  golden 
wedding  anniversary.  Friends  and  relatives  throughout 
their  home  community  and  from  various  portions  of 
the  country  visited  them  to  offer  their  congratulations 
and  good  wishes.  The  children  of  William  Sidney  and 
Eleanor  (Jones)  Smith  were  William  Henry,  Elbert 
Jones,  Charles  Jeffrey,  Amelia,  Sidney  Tangier,  James 
Weeks,  John  Treadwell.  Susan  Maria  Weeks  and  Ap- 
polos,  father  of  Royal  H.  Smith.  After  being  suffi¬ 
ciently  advanced  in  learning,  following  an  early  train¬ 
ing  through  the  tutelage  of  governesses,  they  were 
sent  to  boarding  schools  to  be  well  fitted  for  college 
or  active  business  lives.  Appolos,  who  was  born 
March  22,  1844,  married  Carolyn  Brownell,  and  be¬ 


sides  engaging  in  the  tile  manufacturing  business  was 
a  New  York  City  banker.  His  death  occurred  June 
2,  1891. 

Royal  H.  Smith  was  born  July  23,  1885,  and  as  a 
lad  went  with  his  parents  to  live  in  Hempstead,  Long 
Island,  where  he  received  his  education  in  the  public 
and  high  schools.  After  his  graduation,  he  found  em¬ 
ployment  with  the  long  established  firm  of  jewelers, 
H.  W.  Wheeler  Company,  his  association  with  them 
beginning  in  1901  and  continuing  over  a  period  of 
fourteen  years.  For  a  decade  of  this  time,  he  traveled 
as  their  representative  through  the  Southern  States. 
Then,  with  his  wife,  he  came  to  make  his  home  in 
Staten  Island  in  1915,  working  with  a  local  jeweler 
for  three  years  before  founding  his  own  business  at 
Port  Richmond,  in  May,  1918.  In  a  comparatively 
short  time,  his  establishment  had  taken  its  place  among 
the  leading  mercantile  concerns  of  Staten  Island  and 
has  since  held  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the 
public. 

Mr.  Smith,  by  reason  of  his  character  and  per¬ 
sonality,  holds  the  esteem  and  good-will  of  hosts  of 
Staten  Islanders,  among  whom  he  is  considered  an 
important  factor  in  all  civic  movements.  His  sup¬ 
port  and  active  effort  are  always  counted  on  in 
cairying  through  any  project  which  has  for  its  aim 
the  improvement  of  local  conditions  and  keeping 
Staten  Island  among  the  most  modern  and  desirable 
of  the  suburbs  of  the  Metropolis.  He  was  the  general 
chairman  of  the  local  Sesqui-Centennial  Committee 
and  holds  a  place  in  the  membership  and  on  the  direc¬ 
torate  of  many  organizations  of  varied  character, 
which  include  the  State  Bank  of  Richmond  County; 
the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce ;  Staten 
Island  Kiwanis  Club;  Staten  Island  Investing  Service 
Corporation;  Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade;  Long 
Lake  Club  in  the  Adirondacks. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Smith  supports  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution 
and  of  the  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club  and  the  Staten  Island 
Club.  Golfing,  gunning  and  fishing  are  his  favorite 
recreations.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the 
Masonic  Order  and  in  all  Masonic  affairs  he  takes  an 
active  interest.  He  belongs  to  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Empire  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar;  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

On  June  15,  1912,  Royal  H.  Smith  married  Edna 
L.  Weigand,  of  Brooklyn,  daughter  of  Charles  N. 
and  Henrietta  (Ford)  Weigand  of  Brooklyn,  her 
father  being  a  lithographer  by  occupation.  The  Smith 
residence  is  at  No.  695  Clove  Road,  West  Brighton, 
while  Mr.  Smith’s  place  of  business  is  located  at  No. 
227  Richmond  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


LELAND  STANFORD  MANEE— One  of  Staten 
Island’s  native  sons  who  has  achieved  a  place  of  dis¬ 
tinction  in  the  insurance  field,  Leland  Stanford 
Manee,  of  Pleasant  Plains,  is  a  member  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  of  this  Island. 
Mr.  Manee  conducts  a  thriving  business  in  insurance 
brokerage  in  New  York,  with  offices  located  at  No. 
55  John  Street.  His  firm  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  Metropolitan  district  for  the 
efficient  and  courteous  service  accorded  by  his  organi¬ 
zation  to  all  its  clients. 

Leland  Stanford  Manee  was  born  December  25, 
1892,  at  Pleasant  Plains,  his  parents  being  Charles 
Coit  and  Wilhelmina  (Springstead)  Manee.  He  is  a 
representative  of  the  eighth  generation  of  the  Manee 
family  on  Staten  Island  and  is  of  the  ninth  genera- 
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tion  of  that  group  of  hardy  Huguenots  who  left  their 
native  France  because  of  the  persecutions  that  were 
imposed  upon  them. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  there 
lived  in  ancient  Poitou  one  Pierre  Monnet  and  his 
wife,  Catherine  (Pillot)  Monnet.  With  others  of  their 
nationality  they  fled  from  their  homes  to  England 
at  the  time  when  the  persecutions  had  reached  their 
height.  They  became  members  of  the  old  French 
Church  in  London  which  was  located  on  Threadneedle 
Street.  Though  limited  by  environment  in  that  city 
they  led  a  rather  comfortless  life.  However  they 
enjoyed  a  religious  freedom  and  a  civil  liberty  under 
a  more  generous  government  than  that  of  France. 

When  the  numerous  parties  emigrated  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  the  New  World  sometime  before  1700,  as 
nearly  as  can  be  determined,  the  three  or  more  broth¬ 
ers  who  are  mentioned  as  Pierre,  Isaac,  Robert  and 
possibly  James  left  London  to  make  the  ocean  voy¬ 
age  and  seek  a  new  home  in  America.  The  Huguenot 
settlement  of  New  Rochelle  was  their  destination  and 
from  there  to  Staten  Island  a  further  removal  was 
made.  The  colony  here  was  destined  to  become  a 
famous  Huguenot  settlement  of  which  the  old  French 
Church  and  the  vital  records  of  county  and  State 
now  bear  silent  testimony.  Thus  Pierre  Monnet 
established  himself  here  and  became  the  head  of  a 
large  descendancy,  the  name  being  gradually  per¬ 
verted  from  “Monnet”  to  “Mony,”  “Money,”  or 
“Many,”  hence  Manee. 

This  Pierre  Monnet,  being  the  eldest  of  the  sons 
of  Pierre  Monnet  of  France  and  England,  settled  on 
Staten  Island  several  years  before  1712,  for  he  died 
about  that  time  leaving  a  will  dated  June  19,  1707, 
and  naming  his  wife,  Mary,  and  several  children.  In 
his  will  he  is  called  Peter  Mannett. 

The  sons  of  this  Pierre  Monnet  were  Abraham, 
the  eldest  son  Peter,  who  married  Mary  Brooks  and 
had  a  daughter;  John  and  Isaac.  Abraham  left  a 
will  naming  him  as  of  “Richmond  County,”  New 
York,  probated  June  23,  1780. 

The  children  of  Abraham  Monnet  were  as  follows: 
Abraham,  baptized  May  26,  1723,  died  prior  to 
August  9,  1 777;  Ann;  Catharine,  who  became  Mrs. 
John  Gould;  Rachel,  who  married  Henry  Johnson; 
and  Sarah,  who  married  Joseph  Spragg. 

Abraham  Monnet,  or  Manee,  the  second,  had  the 
following  children:  Abraham,  the  third,  born  in  1747; 
Richard  of  New  York  City,  who  married  Abigail 
and  died  in  1798;  John;  Isaac,  a  yeoman  in  the  town 
of  Westfield,  who  was  father  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  Isaac,  Martha,  Hannah  and  Sara,  and  whose 
will  was  probated  July  18,  1794;  Hannah,  the  young¬ 
est  of  the  family. 

Abraham  Manee,  the  third,  married  and  died  in 
1824  leaving  a  will  disposing  of  a  large  estate,  for 
he  was  an  exceedingly  wealthy  man.  His  will,  pro¬ 
bated  November  26,  1824  in  Richmond  County, 
bears  evidence  of  an  ample  fortune.  He  and  his  wife, 
Ann,  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Abraham,  who  married  Mary  Woglom  October  8, 
1808,  became  the  father  of  George  Manee  who  in 
turn  was  the  father  of  Alfred  R.  Manee  of  New 
York  City;  Peter,  born  in  1780,  married  Mary  Pryor, 
June  4,  1804  and  died  in  1858;  William,  born  in  1788, 
married  Elizabeth  Pryor,  in  April,  1808;  Isaac,  bap¬ 
tized  May  15,  1790,  died  about  1873;  Jacob,  who 
had  one  son,  Edward;  Deborah  Ann. 

William  Manee,  third  son  of  Abraham  Manee,  was 
the  father  of  ten  children.  Lydia,  the  eldest,  married 
Louis  Androuvatt.  Susan  married  Charles  Androu- 
vatt.  Elizabeth  married  Abraham  Latourett.  Cath¬ 
erine  married  Israel  La  Forge.  Lany  became  Mrs. 


John  Totten.  Mary  married  Cornelius  Cole.  Elsie 
married  John  Latourett.  William,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  married  Elizabeth  Bedell.  James  M. 
married  Catherine  La  Forge.  Abraham’s  wife  was 
Emeline  Latourett.  The  father  of  these  children  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  his  death  occurred  on 
Staten  Island  August  10,  1828. 

William  Manee,  the  second,  born  in  this  county, 
March  3,  1815,  took  up  the  calling  of  an  oyster 
planter  common  to  his  day  and  generation.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Bedell  as  mentioned,  her  birth  being 
recorded  as  March  23,  1818  and  her  death  February 
2,  1888.  A  man  of  civic  and  patriotic  prominence  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Black  Horse  Cavalry.  His 
death  occurred  November  25,  1889. 

William  and  Elizabeth  (Bedell)  Manee  had  eight 
children.  Lydia  A.,  the  eldest,  was  born  November 
10,  1823  and  married  George  Van  Pelt.  Abraham 
L.,  born  June  7,  1838,  married  Amanda  Searing. 
Phoebe  H.,  born  July  18,  1840,  married  Jacob  And- 
rovette.  William,  born  October  13,  1842,  married 
Mildred  Manee.  Frances  S.,  born  April  29,  1845, 
married  Truman  Joline.  Laura  E.,  born  March  21, 
1853,  married  Joseph  Ingolsby.  George  H.,  born 
July  26,  1855,  married  Georgianna  Cole.  Charles 
Coit,  father  of  our  subject,  born  November  26,  1858. 

Charles  Coit  Manee  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pleasant  Plains  and  was  graduated  from 
Eastman’s  Business  College  in  Poughkeepsie  in  1876. 
After  engaging  in  the  oyster  business  for  a  few  years 
he  entered  a  new  field,  that  of  the  grocery  and  coal 
business  combined.  In  the  latter  calling  the  firm  name 
was  Wilbur  and  Manee.  This  establishment  was 
operated  for  nearly  thirty-eight  years,  until  1925, 
when  the  partners  sold  out  to  Seguine,  Incorporated. 
Mr.  Manee  married  on  June  17,  1883,  Wilhelmina 
Springstead,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Wilhelmina 
Springstead.  Her  mother  was  a  natiVfe  of  Haverstraw 
in  Rockland  County  while  her  father  was  born  in 
New  York  City.  Besides  our  present  Staten  Island 
resident  two  other  children  were  born  to  Charles  Coit 
Manee  and  his  wife:  Edna  and  Chauncey  Brooks. 

Leland  Stanford  Manee  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Staten  Island  and  Curtis  High  School 
before  embarking  on  his  business  career  in  the  insur¬ 
ance  world.  By  his  thorough  attention  to  detail  he 
soon  mastered  the  various  necessary  rudiments  of  his 
chosen  work  and  advanced  toward  success  steadily 
and  consistently,  until  at  the  present  time  he  operates 
one  of  the  successful  insurance  firms  in  New  York 
City,  with  a  large  and  substantial  clientele.  In  the 
civic  life  of  his  home  community  he  displays  an  active 
interest,  being  particularly  prominent  in  fraternal  af¬ 
fairs.  In  this  connection  he  is  a  member  of  Huguenot 
Lodge,  No.  381,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Staten 
Island  Chapter,  No.  196,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Em¬ 
pire  Commandery,  No.  66,  Knights  Templar;  Societe 
40  Hommes  et  8  Chevaux,  and  Beauvais  Post,  No. 
126,  American  Legion.  In  the  latter  association  he 
acted  as  past  vice-commander  of  the  county  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  legion.  Mr.  Manee  was  identified  with 
the  Princes  Bay  Yacht  Club  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Amicitia  Association  of  Pleasant  Plains.  During  the 
recent  World  War  he  saw  active  service  as  a  bat¬ 
talion  sergeant-major  in  the  77th  Division,  United 
States  Army  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces 
in  France. 

Chauncey  Brooks  Manee,  brother  of  Leland  Stan¬ 
ford,  was  born  February  6,  1890  and  attended  public 
school  in  Richmond  Borough,  before  becoming  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Curtis  High  School.  He  is  a  well-known  fig¬ 
ure  in  insurance  circles  in  New  York  City,  although 
not  associated  with  his  brother.  He  is  a  member  of 
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Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  381,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons;  Staten  Island  Chapter,  No.  196,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  in  which  he  is  Past  High  Priest;  Empire 
Commandery,  No.  66,  Knights  Templar;  Mecca 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine;  Societe  40  Hommes  et  8  Chevaux  and  Beau¬ 
vais  Post,  No.  126,  American  Legion.  In  the  latter 
organization  he  is  a  past  commander  and  is  also  a 
member  of  and  vice-commander  of  the  Richmond 
County  organization,  American  Legion,  since  its 
inception.  In  connection  with  his  profession  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Insurance  Society  of  New  York  City 
and  his  social  activities  are  confined  to  the  Prince’s 
Bay  Yacht  Club  and  the  Amicitia  Association  of 
Pleasant  Plains.  During  the  recent  World  War  Mr. 
Manee  saw  active  service  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
being  honorably  discharged  after  the  signing  of  the 
Armistice. 

Leland  Stanford  Manee  and  Chauncey  Brooks 
Manee  are  both  unmarried  and  reside  at  their  par¬ 
ents’  home,  No.  6398  Amboy  Road,  Pleasant  Plains. 
Their  mother,  Mrs.  Wilhelmina  Manee,  is  Past 
Matron  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  No.  88,  and 
a  member  of  the  Order  of  Amaranthe  connected  with 
the  foregoing.  She  is  affiliated  with  Molly  Stark 
Council,  Daughters  of  America  and  during  the  World 
War  gave  greatly  of  her  time  and  energy  in  sup¬ 
porting  Red  Cross  activities.  She  is  a  leading  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  congregation  of  St.  Mark’s  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

GEORGE  HARRIS  CISCO— One  of  the  well- 

known  citizens  of  our  community  who  resides  in  the 
Grymes  Hill  section  is  George  H.  Cisco.  Mr.  Cisco 
is  a  native  of  New  York  City,  his  father  and  his  grand¬ 
father  having  spent  their  summers  here  when  this 
island  was  one  of  the  splendid  vacation  resorts  of  the 
country.  Since  1914,  however,  Mr.  Cisco  has  made 
his  permanent  home  here  and  lives  retired  on  his 
estate  in  Howard  Avenue. 

George  H.  Cisco  was  born,  April  9,  1863,  son  of 
John  Ashgue  and  Sarah  Catherine  (Lyons)  Cisco, 
the  first  mentioned  a  native  of  Manhattan,  born  in 
1830,  and  the  last  mentioned  born  in  Brooklyn;  and 
grandson  of  John  Jay  Cisco,  a  native  of  Manhat¬ 
tan,  born  in  1806,  and  founder  of  the  firm  of  John 
Jay  Cisco  and  Son.  John  Jay  Cisco  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  United  States  Trust 
Company,  and  was  sub-treasurer  in  the  New  York 
Sub-Treasury  under  President  Lincoln  during  the 
Civil  War.  Both  the  father  and  grandfather  were 
baptized  in  Trinity  Chapel  and  are  buried  there. 
Our  subject,  Mr.  Cisco  was  educated  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Lyons,  at  Broadway  and  Twenty-second 
Street,  and  later  became  associated  with  his  father. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Civic  League, 
the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and 
is  warden  of  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  Church  in  West 
New  Brighton.  His  home  on  Grymes  Hill  is  one  of 
the  fine  residences  among  others  to  be  found  in  this 
excellent  neighborhood. 

George  H.  Cisco  married  Mary  Alice  Hall,  of 
New  York  City,  daughter  of  Edward  Crane  and 
Hannah  Maria  Hall. 


FREDERICK  ALBERT  BUNN— In  most  local¬ 
ities,  it  often  seems  that  it  is  not  the  people  whose  fam¬ 
ilies  have  longest  lived  there  who  supply  the  initiative 
for  its  new  enterprises.  It  seems  rather  that  some¬ 
one  coming  from  a  distance  sees  the  possibilities  of 
the  locality  with  the  clearer  vision  and  truer  per¬ 
spective.  So  it  has  happened  on  Staten  Island  that 
while  many  of  its  recent  developments  have  been 


under  the  direction  of  native  talent,  we  are  also 
indebted  to  men  from  other  boroughs  or  even  other 
States  for  the  impetus  that  has  started  some  of  our 
most  gratifying  improvements.  The  ancestors  of 
Frederick  A.  Bunn,  who  may  have  seen  Staten 
Island,  surely  never  dreamed  of  one  of  their  descend¬ 
ants  becoming  interested  in  it  nor  in  a  development 
which  today  is  one  of  our  foremost  institutions,  that 
of  beautiful  Valhalla  Burial  Park  at  New  Dorp  of 
which  Mr.  Bunn  is  founder  and  its  president. 

The  earliest  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  any  infor¬ 
mation  was  Edward  Bunn,  an  Englishman,  about 
thirty  years  of  age  in  1642,  and  proprietor  of  Brew¬ 
ster  Islands  at  Nantasket,  Massachusetts.  His  will 
was  dated  October  14,  1673.  His  son  was  probably 
Matthew  Bunn,  who  received  grants  at  Woodbridge, 
New  Jersey,  December  30,  1670,  the  year  in  which 
Governor  Lovelace  bought  Staten  Island  from  the 
Indians.  Matthew  Bunn  was  described  in  these 
grants,  which  covered  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres 
of  upland  and  meadow,  as  “mariner”  of  Boston;  he 
died  before  1680.  He  left  a  son,  Miles,  who  lived 
in  Woodbridge  until  1721  and  later  removed  to 
Hunterdon  County,  where  in  1735  he  held  “Society’s 
lands.”  The  search  for  records  of  the  family  of  Miles 
Bunn  has  been  in  vain;  but  tradition  makes  his  son, 
John  Bunn,  remove  to  Montgomery  County,  New 
York.  In  the  town  of  Florida  in  that  county,  Peter 
Bunn,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  1776.  He  married 
twice;  his  son,  Willis  Edson  Bunn,  was  born  April 
25,  1815,  at  New  Lisbon,  Otsego  County,  New  York, 
and  married,  in  1839,  Emily  Amanda  Hodge.  Their 
son,  Walter  Hodge  Bunn,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  July  21,  1840,  in  the  village  of  Louisville,  now 
Morris,  Otsego  County,  New  York.  To  him  we  owe 
these  genealogical  data. 

Walter  Hodge  Bunn  grew  up  in  Otsego  County; 
his  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  school  and 
at  the  private  parochial  school  of  Andrew  Burt  at 
Morris.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  when  thirty 
years  of  age.  From  1873  t°  1879  he  was  county  clerk 
of  Otsego  County;  from  1883  to  1884  he  was  clerk 
of  the  Assembly.  In  1885  he  was  appointed  United 
States  Marshall  for  the  Northern  District  of  New 
York  by  President  Cleveland,  which  position  he  held 
for  four  years.  In  1890  he  was  clerk  of  the  State 
Constitutional  Convention.  In  1893  he  was  appointed 
Appraiser  of  the  Port  of  New  York  by  President 
Cleveland,  whose  nomination  for  a  second  term  he 
had  helped  to  secure.  After  four  years  in  this  office, 
he  was  occupied  principally  by  his  law  practice  until 
his  death  on  February  4,  1918.  He  was  senior  of 
the  law  firm  of  Bunn  and  Collins  at  Jamaica,  Long 
Island,  and  was  also  for  a  time  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works.  In  the  midst  of  this  active  political 
and  public  work,  Mr.  Bunn  found  time  to  compile 
the  genealogy  of  the  Bunn  family,  which  has  since 
been  published  in  Chicago,  1928,  a  volume  of  four 
hundred  and  sixty-six  pages,  dealing  with  the  ancient 
Bunn  family  in  England  and  the  progenitors  who 
came  to  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey  and  Virginia. 

Walter  H.  Bunn  married,  December  23,  1862, 
Amy  Shove  Bowne,  a  descendant  of  George  Bowne, 
a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for 
New  York  during  the  Revolution.  Ten  children  were 
born  to  them,  of  whom  the  seventh  was  our  sub¬ 
ject,  Frederick  Albert  Bunn,  of  whom  further. 

Frederick  A.  Bunn  was  born  September  29,  1874, 
at  Cooperstown,  New  York.  He  was  educated  in 
public  schools  and  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Institute; 
after  which  he  attended  New  York  Law  School  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  when  twenty-four.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  interested  in  corporation 
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organization,  and  especially  in  the  development  of 
modern  cemetery  corporations.  In  this  way  began  his 
connection  with  Staten  Island,  for  about  twenty-five 
years  ago  he  helped  to  organize  Ocean  View  Ceme¬ 
tery.  His  views  of  the  possibilities  of  making  a 
cemetery  truly  a  park  have,  however,  found  fuller 
expression  in  Valhalla  Burial  Park  on  Staten  Island, 
of  which  he  is  director  and  president.  The  natural 
beauty  of  Valhalla,  and  the  artistic  skill  with  which 
it  has  been  developed,  have  been  described  in  Chap¬ 
ter  XXVI  of  this  work,  and  it  may  be  sufficient  to 
say  here  that  nowhere  has  more  been  done  to  soften 
the  sorrow  inevitably  associated  with  the  last  act 
in  every  human  life. 

Mr.  Bunn  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  of  many  civic,  athletic  and  scientific  bodies, 
among  which  are  Brooklyn  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Brooklyn  Real  Estate  Board,  Rotary  Club,  Crescent 
Athletic  Club,  Southward  Ho  Country  Club,  Down 
Town  Athletic  Club,  Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  and  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

Mr.  Bunn  married  (first)  November  22,  1898,  Alma 
Curtiss  Pickford,  daughter  of  Isaac  W.  and  Emily 
I.  (Curtiss)  Pickford;  (second),  on  September  24, 
1927,  at  Darien,  Connecticut,  Petronella  van  der 
Linden  Aube.  His  daughter,  Jean  Elizabeth,  born 
November  3,  1904,  married  Edmund  Peter  Smith, 
of  New  Dorp,  general  manager  of  the  Elizabeth 
Paving  Company.  Their  children  are:  Alma  Patricia 
Smith,  born  December  5,  1922,  and  Edmund  Peter 
Smith,  born  February  10,  1925. 


REV.  JOHN  J.  HOPKINS— To  the  people  of 
New  Dorp,  the  Rev.  John  J.  Hopkins  is  a  well- 
known  figure  and  the  pastor  of  a  large  and  ever 
increasing  parish.  For  more  than  a  score  of  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  priest¬ 
hood  and  during  that  period  has  built  up  several 
parishes,  taking  them  sometimes  under  unfavorable 
conditions,  then  bringing  them  to  their  full  develop¬ 
ment. 

Father  Hopkins  was  born  at  Irvington,  New  York, 
November  26,  1872,  son  of  John  and  Catherine  Hop¬ 
kins,  both  deceased.  He  studied  at  St.  Francis 
Xavier,  at  Dunwoodie’s  Seminary,  and  was  ordained 
to  the  priesthood  in  June,  1907,  when  thirty-four 
years  of  age.  His  first  assignment  was  assistant  at 
St.  Raymond’s  parish,  New  York.  His  second  was 
as  assistant  at  St.  Bernard’s  in  the  same  city,  then 
as  pastor  of  the  Gardner  and  New  Paltz  parishes, 
in  Ulster  County,  New  York,  where  he  remained  in 
charge  for  seven  and  a  half  years.  Following  this 
he  came  to  Staten  Island  and  founded  the  parish 
at  New  Dorp  over  which  he  has  been  pastor  since 
July,  1922.  When  he  first  assumed  charge  there  was 
only  a  small  chapel  for  the  congregation,  at  New 
Dorp  Beach  situated  on  New  Dorp  Lane,  in  Miller 
Field.  Later  this  was  moved  to  New  Dorp  near 
Third  Street  and  is  now  used  as  part  of  the  parochial 
school.  For  two  years  or  more  the  people  in  New 
Dorp  worshipped  in  famous  Black  Horse  Tavern 
Hall  which  was  temporarily  used  for  church  while 
preparing  for  present  large  church  edifice  at  Third 
Street  and  New  Dorp  Lane  costing  over  $100,000 
and  containing  as  well  an  auditorium  and  fire-proof 
parochial  school.  The  parish  has  grown  so  con¬ 
sistently  that  Father  Hopkins  has  taken  two  assistants 
to  help  him  in  his  work.  In  addition  to  the  church 
cited  he  built  another  church  in  Cedar  Grove  Ave¬ 
nue,  at  New  Dorp  Beach.  The  boundaries  of  the 
entire  parish  are  as  follows:  New  Dorp,  from  Rock¬ 
land  Avenue  to  the  beach,  from  Tyson  Lane  to  Ban¬ 


croft  Avenue,  and  to  Manor  Road.  The  church  in 
town  is  known  as  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  Queen 
of  Peace  while  the  church  at  New  Dorp  Beach,  on 
Cedar  Grove  Avenue,  is  known  as  the  Church  of 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes. 

Father  Hopkins  has  two  sisters:  1.  Mary  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  a  Sister  of  Mercy,  head  of  the  Catholic  School 
at  Spring  Valley,  New  York.  2.  Mary  E.,  who 
keeps  house  for  her  brother  on  Staten  Island. 

It  is  significant  of  Father  Hopkins’  influence  upon 
the  people  among  whom  he  works  that  he  is  regarded 
truly  as  a  father,  with  all  affection  and  integrity.  He 
has  engaged  beneficially  in  his  work  among  persons 
other  than  of  the  Catholic  Church,  for  the  good  of 
the  community.  And  in  all  contacts  he  is  the  sincere, 
helpful,  understanding,  friend  of  those  whom  he 
leads. 


WILLIAM  BEARDSLEY  WILKINSON,  M. 

D. — Staten  Island  has  always  been  justly  proud  of  its 
men  of  medicine  who  have  served  its  residents  faith¬ 
fully  and  skillfully,  and  who  through  their  lives  have 
contributed  much  to  the  unbounded  welfare  and  mate¬ 
rial  happiness  of  the  community.  Among  the  fore¬ 
most  of  these  and  a  man  who  has  been  a  practitioner 
here  for  the  past  thirty-five  years  is  Dr.  William 
B.  Wilkinson  of  New  Brighton. 

Dr.  Wilkinson,  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Martha 
J.  (Beardsley)  Wilkinson,  was  born  February  21, 
1868,  on  historic  Richmond  Terrace.  On  his  paternal 
side  he  is  descended  from  an  old  English  family, 
the  earliest  member  of  which  came  to  America  in 
the  year  1635.  Two  years  later  another  forebear 
landed  on  these  shores  and  shortly  afterward  aided 
in  the  establishment  of  the  present  town  of  Fairfield, 
Connecticut. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Martha  J.  (Beard¬ 
sley)  Wilkinson,  is  now  in  her  eighty-sixth  year  and 
resides  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Anna  Ruth, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Louis  Hieb,  pastor  of  the 
Plymouth  Congregational  Church  at  Omaha,  Ne¬ 
braska. 

Many  of  the  older  residents  of  New  Brighton,  and 
indeed  all  over  Staten  Island,  remember  Mrs.  Wilkin¬ 
son,  for  her  active  life  was  well  spent  in  the  educa¬ 
tional,  religious  and  temperance  work  of  Staten 
Island.  She  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Staten 
Island  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union;  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Brighton  Heights  Reformed  Church; 
co-worker  with  Mrs.  M.  L.  Grieve  in  her  Gospel 
Mission  work  in  New  Brighton  for  many  years;  long 
a  worker  in  the  Union  Sunday  school  in  old  Fifth 
Street  (now  Cleveland  Street),  and  nearly  thirty 
years  a  teacher  in  Old  School  No.  3,  under  Mason 
A.  McDonald  and  in  the  present  No.  17,  under 
Principal  S.  McKay  Smith. 

She  was  born  in  Poughkeepsie  on  September  30, 
1843,  where  her  father,  William  E.  Beardsley,  was 
a  builder  and  a  manufacturer  of  building  mate¬ 
rials.  Her  mother  was  Mary  Judd,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Judd,  of  Judd’s  Bridge,  Litchfield  County, 
Connecticut.  Daniel  Judd  was  a  proud  descendant  of 
Thomas  Judd  who  settled  in  Fairfield  County,  Con¬ 
necticut,  in  1639.  Of  a  family  of  eight,  all  have 
passed  on  except  herself  and  her  youngest  sister, 
Mrs.  Hannah  Ransom,  of  Utica,  New  York. 

In  the  middle  of  the  1860’s  she  was  married  in 
Poughkeepsie  to  Stephen  Wilkinson,  who  died  when 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  the  son  of  James 
Wilkinson  of  New  Brighton,  who  built  and  operated 
the  Silk  Printing  Factory  on  Jersey  Street.  Five 
children  were  born  to  them:  James,  William  B., 
Fannie,  Anna  Ruth  and  Howard  S.  Of  these,  three 
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are  now  living:  Dr.  William  B.  Wilkinson,  of  Staten 
Island;  Mrs.  Louis  Hieb,  of  Nebraska  and  Howard 
S.  Wilkinson,  of  Pueblo,  Colorado.  Mrs.  Wilkinson 
assists  her  son-in-law  in  the  work  of  the  Plymouth 
Congregational  Church  and  also  in  the  Sunday  school, 
where  until  very  recently  she  taught  a  class  of  boys. 
Previous  to  her  taking  over  of  this  class  three  men 
teachers  had  found  the  boys  almost  impossible  to 
manage. 

At  the  age  of  two  years,  Dr.  Wilkinson  was  sent 
to  live  with  his  grandparents,  William  E.  and  Mary 
(Judd)  Beardsley,  at  Poughkeepsie.  They  owned  a 
farm  and  it  was  here  that  the  youth  learned  the 
rudiments  of  farm  labor  and  became  of  great  help 
to  his  grandparents  in  the  delivering  of  their  farm 
products  to  nearby  markets.  He  received  much  of  his 
elementary  education  in  the  schools  of  the  vicinity, 
but  at  the  age  of  fourteen  returned  to  his  parents 
on  Staten  Island  and  completed  his  studies  here,  in 
Public  School  No.  17. 

Dr.  Wilkinson  entered  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College  in  1891,  from  which  institution  he  graduated 
July  25,  1895,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi¬ 
cine,  when  he  established  himself  in  general  practice 
in  New  Brighton  and  has  continued  to  the  present 
(1930). 

Dr.  Wilkinson  was  a  member  of  the  visiting  staff 
of  Staten  Island  Hospital  on  Belair  Road  in  Rose- 
bank  during  the  years  1898  and  1899.  He  was 
coroner  of  Richmond  County  from  the  fall  of  1897 
until  January,  1898,  by  appointment  of  Governor 
Black,  and  was  medical  examiner  for  the  John  Han¬ 
cock  Life  Insurance  Company  on  Staten  Island  for 
twenty-five  years.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Richmond  County  Medical  Society  for  thirty-five 
years. 

His  home  here  on  the  island  is  the  historic  one- 
hundred  year  old  residence  at  No.  396  Richmond 
Terrace,  next  to  the  house  in  which  he  was  born. 

On  February  3,  1897,  Dr.  Wilkinson  married 
Emma  L.  Hill,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Isabella 
(Egbert)  Hill,  of  Tompkinsville.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons:  1.  James,  born  in  1898,  who  is 
now  head  of  the  mechanical  department  of  the  Chev¬ 
rolet  Motor  Company  in  Tottenville.  He  married 
Ruth  Achiles,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  James,  Jr.,  and  Robert  William.  2.  William 
Beardsley,  Jr.,  the  second  son,  was  born  in  1901,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  the  advertising  business  in  New 
York  City.  He  married  Bonnie  Brennan  of  Green¬ 
wich  Village  and  they  have  one  child,  Bonnie  Hunter. 
Mrs.  Emma  L.  (Hill)  Wilkinson  is  a  member  of  the 
Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  in  New  York  and 
chairman  of  the  child  welfare  committee  of  this 
organization. 


ARTHUR  BRUBAKER— In  this  highly  devel¬ 
oped  age  of  science,  industry  and  business,  large 
organizations  are  constantly  calling  for  persons  spe¬ 
cially  qualified  to  fill  positions  of  importance.  Such 
requirements  have  also  caused  removal  of  individ¬ 
uals  far  from  their  original  seat  of  nativity  and  fam¬ 
ily  residence.  Just  one  score  years  ago  Mr.  Brubaker 
came  East  from  Indiana,  where  he  had  been  well 
trained  in  the  rudiments  of  the  law,  banking  and 
real  estate  professions. 

The  Brubakers  are  of  German- Dutch  extraction, 
and  many  of  that  name  are  found  in  the  early  rec¬ 
ords  of  Pennsylvania.  Tradition  relates  that  three 
brothers  came  to  America,  two  of  whom  settled  there 
and  one  went  to  the  Virginia  Colony.  In  and  about 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  a  substantial  number  of 
them  still  remain.  At  the  time  of  the  migration  west¬ 


ward  of  pioneer  families,  certain  Brubakers  settled 
in  Western  Ohio  and  in  Northern  Indiana.  Joseph 
B/ubaker,  the  grandfather  of  our  Staten  Island  rep¬ 
resentative,  went  West,  nearly  a  century  ago,  to 
Ashland,  Ohio,  and  subsequently  to  Elkhart  County, 
Indiana.  The  latter  State  became  the  more  perma¬ 
nent  seat  of  the  family  and  its  various  members.  He 
followed  farming  as  an  occupation  and  later  engaged 
in  business,  having  a  general  store  at  Wakarusa. 
During  the  course  of  time  he  aided  in  the  general 
development  of  that  district  and  became  a  man  of 
influence.  His  wife,  before  her  marriage,  was  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Nusbaum,  also  of  German-Dutch  descent,  and 
the  daughter  of  the  original  progenitor  in  America. 
They  had  six  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  ma¬ 
turity  and  became  well  situated  in  life:  1.  Martha, 
married  Dr.  Aaron  M.  Sensenich,  of  Wakarusa.  2. 
Amos,  who  ran  away  from  home  as  a  mere  boy, 
enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War 
and  lost  his  life  in  the  Battle  of  Missionary  Ridge, 
Tennessee.  3.  Abram,  was  a  banker  in  Indiana  at 
Warsaw.  4.  Anna,  married  George  Mountjoy,  who 
followed  his  trade  with  success  at  Elkhart.  5.  Mary, 
married  George  Kilmer,  a  merchant  of  Wakarusa.  6. 
John  H.,  of  further  mention. 

John  H.  Brubaker  was  born  May  22,  1853,  in 
Wakarusa,  and  there  received  his  education.  He 
taught  in  the  local  schools  and  conducted  a  newspaper 
in  his  native  town,  then  went  to  Warsaw  where  he 
read  law  and  became  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Bar. 

In  addition  to  his  law  practice  he  has  been  active  in 
civic  and  political  life,  and  served  several  times  as 
mayor  of  Warsaw.  With  his  brother,  Abram,  he 
helped  organize  the  Kosciusko  County  Bank,  of 
which  both  became  members  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors.  About  1875,  John  PI.  Brubaker  married  at 
Wakarusa,  Harriet  Bly,  daughter  of  Harvey  and 
Amanda  (Simons)  Bly.  The  Bly  and  Simons  families 
were  of  Scotch  and  Welsh  origin,  and  some  time 
ago  located  at  Le  Roy,  New  York,  where  at  least 
a  few  generations  are  accounted  for.  After  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Harvey  Bly  to  Amanda  Simons,  they  re¬ 
moved,  before  the  Civil  War,  to  Elkhart  County, 
Indiana,  and  had  six  children:  1.  Mary,  married 
Henry  Pontius,  of  Elkhart  County.  2.  Helen,  mar¬ 
ried  Albert  Bass,  also  of  Elkhart  County.  3.  Belle, 
married  Elliott  Tutt,  of  South  Bend.  4.  Sarah,  mar¬ 
ried  George  W.  Nusbaum,  of  Wakarusa.  5.  Harriet, 
the  mother  of  our  Mr.  Brubaker.  6.  A  son,  who 
died  young. 

Arthur  Brubaker,  son  of  John  H.  and  Harriet 
(Bly)  Brubaker,  was  born  on  May  31,  1876,  in  the 
Hoosier  State  at  Wakarusa.  After  the  removal  of 
his  family  to  Warsaw,  he  attended  the  local  public  and 
high  schools,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1894,  among 
the  first  scholars  of  his  class  and  as  one  of  its 
speakers.  He  then  entered  the  Indiana  Law  School 
at  Indianapolis,  where  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws 
was  awarded  him  in  1898.  In  that  year  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  returned  to  Warsaw,  began  practice,  and 
was  soon  taken  into  his  father’s  law  firm.  About 
1900,  at  the  organization  of  the  Kosciusko  County 
Bank,  he  became  its  assistant  cashier,  his  knowledge 
of  law  being  of  considerable  aid  to  him  in  banking 
affairs.  Law,  however,  proved  to  be  his  forte,  when, 
at  the  end  of  three  years,  he  again  joined  his  father 
in  general  practice.  In  1907  he  sought  a  larger  field 
for  his  activities,  going  to  South  Bend,  Indiana,  one 
of  the  large  industrial  centers  of  the  near  Central 
West.  There  he  became  connected  as  attorney  and 
counsel  with  the  real  estate  and  title  department 
of  Strauss  Brothers  and  Company,  well  known 
because  of  their  banking  and  realty  operations.  The 
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Strauss  family  was  also  of  Indiana  and  lived  for 
a  long  time  at  Ligonier,  but  with  the  increase  of 
their  business  affiliations,  became  outstanding  in  busi¬ 
ness  circles  at  Chicago,  Illinois.  The  founders  of 
the  S.  W.  Strauss  Company,  mortgage  investment 
bankers,  of  New  York,  are  related  to  the  Western 
family. 

In  1909,  when  that  firm  closed  their  branch  at 
South  Bend,  Mr.  Brubaker  was  tendered  a  position 
in  New  York  with  the  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust 
Company,  thus  his  permanent  removal  east  took 
place.  He  shortly  afterwards  qualified  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  practice  law  at  the  Bar  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  With  such  a  splendid  background,  he 
took  up  his  new  employment  as  an  examiner  of 
titles  for  the  aforementioned  company,  with  offices 
at  Richmond  on  Staten  Island.  At  that  time  our 
county  government  was  located  in  historic  Richmond, 
and  the  Indianian  found  an  agreeable  environment 
here  somewhat  similar  to  that  back  in  Kosciusko 
County,  his  native  State.  From  time  to  time  he  as¬ 
sumed  newer  responsibilities  with  the  title  firm,  and 
in  1915  took  charge  of  their  business  and  closing  office 
at  Stapleton.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  new  court 
house  at  St.  George  in  1919,  the  Title  Guarantee 
and  Trust  Company,  during  that  year,  combined  its 
Richmond  and  Stapleton  offices  and  located  at  the 
corner  of  Bay  Street  and  Slossen  Terrace,  Tomp- 
kinsville.  Mr.  Brubaker  was  then  made  assistant 
manager.  With  the  increase  of  the  company’s  clien¬ 
tele  larger  quarters  were  necessary,  whereby  its 
modern  six-floor  office  building  at  No.  26  Bay 
Street,  St.  George,  was  opened  in  May,  1926;  and 
Mr.  Brubaker  continued  to  handle  the  large  volume 
of  transactions  relating  to  business  and  closings  of 
realty  searches,  titles  and  mortgages.  He,  with 
Messrs.  Malcolm  J.  Cameron,  the  manager,  and  Her¬ 
mann  Lindheimer,  also  an  assistant  manager,  and  a 
large  staff,  represent  the  interests  of  the  company 
on  Staten  Island. 

Mr.  Brubaker,  in  political  affiliation,  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  While  living  in  his  native  State  he  early  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  behalf  of  his  party,  being 
for  several  years  president  of  the  Republican  Club 
of  Warsaw.  During  his  residence  here  he  has  iden¬ 
tified  himself  in  movements  affecting  the  welfare  of 
the  community.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond 
County  Bar  Association  and  was  vice-president  of 
the  local  Kiwanis  Club,  and  during  the  World  War 
was  a  member  of  the  Legal  Advisory  Board.  The 
following  organizations  also  number  him  among 
their  members:  Kosciusko  Lodge,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows;  and  on  Staten  Island  Tompkins 
Lodge,  No.  471,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the 
Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon;  the  Masonic  Club,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Institute  of  Arts 
and  Sciences.  Mr.  Brubaker’s  residence  is  at  No. 
102  Bard  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 

He  has  three  brothers,  all  of  whom  are  well  known 
in  professional  life:  Walter  S.,  an  attorney-at-law 
and  prominent  citizen  in  Warsaw;  Howard,  a  well- 
known  author  who  wrote  the  book  “Rannie,”  sev¬ 
eral  children’s  stories,  and  contributions  to  leading 
magazines  such  as  “Harper’s”  and  the  “American” 
and  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  latter,  “Star  Dust” 
characterizes  a  style  of  his  work;  Maurice,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  legal  staff  of  Strauss  Brothers  and  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

In  this  review  of  the  Brubaker  family,  it  is  of  inter¬ 
est  to  note  that  its  members  consistently  succeeded 
in  their  various  endeavors  and  enhanced  the  wealth 
of  citizenship  in  their  respective  localities. 


GEORGE  THOMAS  BREWSTER— In  the 

world  of  art,  Staten  Island  has  been  the  home  of 
a  number  of  men  and  women  who  led  in  this  profes¬ 
sion,  among  whom  is  George  Thomas  Brewster,  who 
resides  at  Tottenville,  a  sculptor  who  has  achieved  dis¬ 
tinction  in  the  realm  of  the  fine  arts  by  the  striking 
examples  of  his  genius.  Mr.  Brewster  has  won  great 
success  as  a  teacher  of  modeling  and  sculpture  in  New 
York,  while  from  his  hands  have  come  more  than  three 
hundred  separate  works  of  art,  all  of  which  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  high  acclaim  from  the  public  and  sincere 
praise  from  the  critics  of  the  country.  Two  of  his 
achievements  of  particular  interest  to  his  fellow-citizens 
on  Staten  Island  are:  the  superb  bas-relief  bronze 
tablet  of  Gilbert  S.  Barnes,  secretary  of  the  Totten¬ 
ville  Building  and  Loan  Association,  which  hangs 
over  the  fire-place  in  the  directors’  room  of  that 
organization,  and  the  Victory  Monument  at  Pleasant 
Plains. 

Mr.  Brewster  was  born  in  Kingston,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  February  24,  1862,  son  of  Altheus  and  Mary 

S.  (Cushman)  Brewster  of  early  New  England  stock. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Stoughton, 
Massachusetts,  and  at  the  Massachusetts  State  Nor¬ 
mal  Art  School,  where  he  studied  for  three  and  a 
half  years,  after  which  he  went  to  Paris,  France, 
and  studied  at  the  ficole  des  Beaux  Arts  for  three 
more  years.  Returning  to  the  United  States,  in  1886, 
he  founded  the  modeling  class  at  the  Art  Students’ 
League  in  New  York  where  he  was  an  instructor  for 
two  years,  later  establishing  the  modelling  class  at 
the  Rhode  Island  State  School  of  Design  where  he 
taught  during  1893-94.  Since  1900,  Mr.  Brewster  has 
been  connected  with  Cooper  Union,  New  York,  where 
he  has  taught  in  the  women’s  day  and  the  men’s 
night  classes.  His  own  works  are  distinguished  by 
their  beauty  of  conception,  excellent  composition  and 
pleasing  quality,  possessing  as  he  does  a  complete 
knowledge  of  construction  which  is  plainly  evident  in 
all  his  figure  work.  He  is  prominently  identified 
with  foremost  professional  societies  and  organiza¬ 
tions,  being  a  member  of  the  National  Sculpture 
Society,  the  Municipal  Arts  Society,  the  Architectural 
League  of  New  York,  the  National  Arts  Club  of 
New  York  and  the  Washington  Arts,  of  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
National  Geographic  Society. 

George  Thomas  Brewster  married  Lina  A.  G. 
Totten,  daughter  of  Irving  W.  and  Amelia  (Cush¬ 
man)  Totten.  Irving  W.  Totten  was  one  of  the 
“Forty  Niners”  who  went  around  Cape  Horn,  South 
America,  with  Captain  George  M.  Brewster.  George 

T.  and  Lina  A.  G.  (Totten)  Brewster  had  three 
children:  1.  Thomas,  who  attends  Tottenville  High 
School.  2.  Eleanor  C.  3.  George  A.  O.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  months.  Mr.  Brewster  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  Elder  William  Brewster,  of 
early  Massachusetts  Colony  days.  The  Brewster  fam¬ 
ily  home  on  Staten  Island  was  formerly  known  as 
the  old  Biddle  House  and  has  been  one  of  the  land¬ 
marks  of  this  vicinity  for  many  years,  dating  from 
the  pre-Revolutionary  days.  His  wife’s  family  were 
long  seated  in  this  region.  Mr.  Brewster  has  one 
brother,  Arthur  E.,  and  two  sisters,  Helen  L.  and 
Arabella  K. 


WILLIAM  BEATTIE  MINTO— Among  the 
citizens  along  the  west  shore  of  Staten  Island,  in  the 
district  essentially  known  as  “Chelsea  Heights,”  who 
have  contributed  liberally  of  their  services  and  means 
in  the  general  growth  and  advancement  of  things 
pertaining  to  private  and  public  welfare,  is  William 
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B.  Minto  of  Chelsea  Heights.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  of  families  who  have  long  resided  here  and  have 
borne  their  equal  share  in  the  building  up  of  the 
community. 

William  B.  Minto’s  birth  occurred  January  23, 
1877  at  No.  10  Admiral  Street,  New  Haven,  Con¬ 
necticut,  though  he  was  destined  to  remain  in  this 
city  for  but  a  short  time.  His  parents  were  John 
Robson  and  Mary  E.  (Stewart)  Minto,  both  the 
Mintos  and  Stewarts  being  first  represented  in  this 
country  in  the  middle  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

John  Robson  Minto,  the  elder,  was  born  in  Scot¬ 
land,  March  8,  1845,  and  had  come  to  America  when 
he  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  made  thirty- 
seven  trips  across  the  ocean  as  steward  on  the  Cunard 
steamship,  “Umbria”  leaving  this  position  in  1867  in 
order  to  take  up  a  new  occupation. 

Mary  Ellen  Stewart  was  born  in  Ireland,  Jan¬ 
uary  2,  1840.  She  came  to  America  in  1865  in  a 
sailing  vessel  which  took  twenty-seven  days  to  make 
the  trip,  its  passengers  being  knee-deep  in  water  most 
of  the  time.  In  1866  she  came  to  live  at  the  Dale 
homestead  on  the  Blazing  Star  Route  (now  Victory 
Boulevard),  Staten  Island.  While  she  lived  there 
she  attended  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  Fort 
Richmond  with  the  Dale  family  and  joined  this 
parish.  Her  marriage  took  place  on  September  12, 
1874,  to  John  Robson  Minto.  They  purchased  a 
store  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  lived  there 
four  years  before  moving  to  Rahway,  New  Jersey,  in 
1878.  In  February,  1880  (?)  they  removed  to  Lino- 
leumville,  walking  across  the  frozen  Staten  Island 
Sound  bringing  with  them  their  furniture  in  horse- 
drawn  sleighs. 

John  R.  Minto  worked  as  a  printer  in  the  Linoleum 
Factory  for  fifteen  years,  then  as  night  watchman 
until  his  death.  He  was  at  various  times  trustee 
of  Dickinson  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  member 
of  the  board  of  stewards,  treasurer  of  the  Sunday 
school  and  president  of  the  Epworth  League.  The 
Legion  of  Honor  also  numbered  him  among  its  mem¬ 
bers.  Mrs.  Minto  was  a  member  of  the  same  church 
and  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society.  She  died  at  her  home 
in  Linoleumville  on  October  5,  1920.  Mr.  Minto’s 
death  followed  hers  fifteen  days  later,  October  20, 
1920.  Both  were  buried  in  Moravian  Cemetery. 

Their  three  children  have  remained  on  Staten 
Island.  1.  Isabelle,  eldest  of  the  Minto  family,  was 
born  September  18,  1875  at  No.  10  Admiral  Street, 
New  Haven.  She  attended  public  school  in  Lino¬ 
leumville  with  her  brothers.  Her  marriage  took  place 
April  17,  1912  to  John  Avery  Ould  of  Oswego,  New 
York.  They  had  one  son,  John  Avery  Ould,  Jr., 
born  May  14,  1914.  Mr.  Ould  died  in  January,  1925, 
while  Mrs.  Ould  and  her  son  continue  to  live  at  their 
home  in  Westerleigh,  No.  310  Willard  Avenue.  2. 
the  youngest  son,  John  Stewart  Minto,  was  born 
December  14,  1879,  at  Rahway,  New  Jersey.  He 
married  Anna  Cromwell  on  September  16,  1916. 
They  are  now  living  at  Winant  Avenue,  Elm  Park, 
with  their  four  sons,  John,  George,  Harry  and  James. 
3.  William  B.  Minto  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Rahway,  New  Jersey,  and  later  to  Linoleumville, 
where  he  received  his  early  schooling.  At  a  com¬ 
paratively  early  age,  however,  he  went  to  work  in 
the  linoleum  factory  but  subsequently  forsook  this 
labor  in  order  to  become  connected  with  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Life  Insurance  Company  as  an  agent.  In 
1906  he  became  an  engineer  of  the  borough  of 
Richmond,  City  of  New  York,  and  is  still  employed 
in  that  capacity. 

The  civic,  fraternal  and  church  activities  of  Mr. 
Minto  are  of  a  general  nature.  For  the  past  twenty 


years  he  has  been  financial  secretary  of  the  Foresters 
of  America,  Court  Linoleum,  No.  162  and  of  Free¬ 
dom  Council,  No.  173,  Junior  Order  of  United  Amer¬ 
ican  Mechanics.  For  ten  years  he  has  served  as  a 
volunteer  fireman,  accomplishing  faithful  service  from 
his  very  first  fire  when  he  climbed  in  a  second-story 
window  of  a  burning  house  in  order  to  try  to  save 
a  small  child  who  was  reported  to  have  been  left 
there  asleep.  It  so  happened  that  the  window  opened 
into  a  hall,  not  a  bedroom,  and  the  fireman  came 
tumbling  downstairs,  almost  breaking  his  neck,  only 
to  find  that  the  child  had  been  taken  into  a  neigh¬ 
bor’s  home  earlier  in  the  evening.  He  is  a  former 
chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Volunteer 
Fire  Company  of  Linoleumville,  known  as  the 
Oceanic  Hook  and  Ladder  Company.  Professionally, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Association  of  Engin'  ers  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  Minto  is  an  earnest  churchman  and  has  acted 
as  superintendent  of  the  Dickinson  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Bible  and  Sunday  School  for  the  past  twenty- 
two  years.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Ef  '•rtl 
League  for  a  long  time  and  for  three  years  ser  s 

leader  of  the  Staten  Island  Group  of  Er  't 

leagues.  Both  to  leaguers  at  home  and  thro  jUi 
the  New  York  Area  he  is  known  as  “Daddv  V  ito.” 

The  beginning  of  the  Dickinson  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Parish  is  most  unique,  in  that  the  first  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Chapel  at  Travisville  was  built  in 
1842  on  a  site  donated  by  Abraham  Decker.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  that  date  it  was  necessary  for  the  people  of 
the  congregation  to  hold  their  services  at  the  homes 
of  the  various  members.  The  chapel  remained  until 
1868  when  it  was  sold  and  re-built  for  school  house 
purposes.  In  1871  through  the  unselfish  efforts  of 
the  Rev.  George  K.  Dickinson,  who  was  then  pastor 
of  the  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  neces¬ 
sary  funds  were  obtained  for  a  new  house  of  worship, 
and  thus  a  new  chapel  was  built.  Until  1906  the 
parish  services  were  in  charge  of  the  pastors  of  the 
Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  New  Spring- 
ville.  Since  1906  the  church  has  been  independent. 
W.  B.  Minto  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  in  1907  and  in  1912  a  three-thousand  five 
hundred  dollar  Sunday  school  room  was  added  to  the 
church.  Another  record  of  interest  is  that  William  B. 
Minto  coached  the  Curtis  High  School  soccer  team 
from  1912  to  1917.  The  year  of  1915  was  a  memorable 
one  for  Curtis — the  soccer  team  held  the  city  cham¬ 
pionship — the  first  city  championship  Curtis  ever  held. 
The  team  maintained  this  standing  the  next  year. 
From  1912  to  1917  Curtis  never  went  lower  than  sec¬ 
ond  place  in  the  city  standing. 

William  Beattie  Minto  was  married  on  December 
17,  1903  to  Minnie  Ferguson,  a  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Mary  J.  (Speers)  Ferguson  of  Chelsea  Heights, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev.  John  Mc- 
Murray.  Mrs.  Minto  is  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry  and 
her  father  was  the  fourth  son  in  a  family  of  ten 
children  of  James  and  Mary  (McCullough)  Ferguson. 
James  Ferguson  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 

Robert  Ferguson  was  born  April  9,  1842  in  County 
Down,  Ireland.  After  receiving  his  schooling  in  his 
native  country  he  emigrated  to  America  in  1870, 
determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New  World 
and  lived  for  two  years  in  the  city  of  Troy  in  this 
State.  He  married  Mary  Jane  Speers  on  January 
2,  1872  in  New  York  City.  She  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  having  been  born  near  Belfast.  After  living 
in  Lansingburg,  New  York,  for  a  time  Robert  Fergu¬ 
son  and  his  wife  returned  to  New  York  where  their 
son,  James,  was  born.  On  December  31,  1875  the 
Ferguson  family  came  to  Staten  Island  where  Rob- 
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ert  Ferguson,  by  virtue  of  his  knowledge  of  book- 
keeping,  was  able  to  maintain  a  position  as  foreman 
in  one  of  the  departments  of  the  Linoleum  factory. 

In  1882  Robert  Ferguson  purchased  the  Crane 
homestead  at  Chelsea  Heights,  where  his  daughter’s 
family  still  lives.  Mr.  Ferguson  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace  in  1884,  defeating  Samuel  Watson, 
Democratic  nominee.  He  left  the  Linoleum  factory 
in  1887  and  established  himself  in  the  milk  busi¬ 
ness.  He  served  his  customers  faithfully  for  twenty 
years  and  his  death  occurred  April  22,  1926.  Burial 
took  place  in  Moravian  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Robert  Ferguson  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Dickinson  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  fifty 
years  and  an  active  member  of  the  Ladies’  Aid 
Society  for  forty-two  years.  She  served  on  the 
official  board  and  as  a  Sunday  school  teacher.  She 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Linoleumville  Chapter 
of  the  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  and 
treasurer  of  the  chapter  as  long  as  it  existed.  She  was 
well  known  as  an  expert  on  embroidery,  won  several 
prizes  at  county  fairs  and  gave  unsparingly  of  her 
work  to  the  support  of  the  church.  She  resides  with 
her  daughter  at  No.  3525  Victory  Boulevard,  Chelsea 
Heights. 

Robert  Ferguson  and  his  wife  had  three  sons,  all 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Their  only  daughter, 
Minnie,  who  married  Mr.  Minto,  was  born  September 
5,  1878  in  Linoleumville.  She  attended  public  school 
in  that  town  and  later  became  a  student  at  Wester- 
leigh  Collegiate  Institute.  She  has  always  been  active 
in  all  the  organizations  of  the  Dickinson  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  was  first  president  of  the 
Junior  Epworth  League  and  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  T.  U. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Minto  have  five  children: 
1.  Isabelle  Ferguson,  the  eldest,  was  born  January 
29,  1905,  graduated  from  Public  School  No.  26  in 
June,  1918,  and  from  Curtis  High  School  in  1922. 
After  a  two-year  course  at  Maxwell  Training  School 
for  Teachers  at  Brooklyn,  she  taught  for  four  years 
at  Public  School  No.  16,  Tompkinsville.  In  1928  she 
was  transferred  to  Public  School  No.  22,  Granite- 
ville,  where  she  is  now  teaching.  2.  Marie  Speers, 
was  born  October  9,  1907.  She  graduated  from  Pub¬ 
lic  School  No.  26,  in  June,  1920  and  from  Curtis 
High  School  in  1924.  After  a  three-year  course  at 
Maxwell  Training  School  she  was  appointed  to 
teach  at  Public  School  No.  22,  Graniteville,  where 
she  is  now  instructing.  3.  Margaret  Stewart,  born 
December  14,  1909,  was  graduated  from  Public 
School  No.  26  in  February,  1923,  and  from  Curtis 
High  School  in  1927.  She  is  now  studying  at  Max¬ 
well  Training  School.  4.  Robert  John,  the  only  son, 
was  born  March  14,  1912.  After  graduating  from 
Public  School  No.  26  in  June,  1926,  he  entered  Port 
Richmond  High  School  where  he  is  now  studying. 
He  is  a  member  and  officer  of  the  Dickinson  Boys’ 
Club  and  interested  in  sports,  particularly  basketball, 
which  he  plays.  5.  Ruth  Louise,  born  June  23,  1917. 
is  a  pupil  in  Public  School  No.  26.  She  is  studying 
piano  under  Professor  Carlo  Kohrssen. 

Isabelle  and  Margaret  Minto  were  secretary  and 
fourth  vice-president,  respectively,  of  the  Dickinson 
Epworth  League  in  1929.  The  former  sings  in  the 
Dickinson  choir  and  the  latter  plays  the  church  organ. 
Margaret  Minto  also  is  studying  piano  under  Profes¬ 
sor  Kohrssen  and  under  his  instruction,  is  teaching 
piano  pupils.  Isabelle  and  Marie  were  members  of 
the  Staten  Island  Choral  Club  for  two  seasons,  and 
were  vocal  pupils  of  Mrs.  J.  Fred  Bindenberger,  of 
Plainfield,  New  Jersey.  Both  are  studying  at  the 
Teachers’  College,  Columbia  University,  for  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  In  1929,  Isabelle  and 


Marie  also  attended  the  summer  session  at  Johns 
Hopkins  University.  The  latter  is  a  member  of  Im¬ 
manuel  Choir,  Westerleigh. 

The  Minto  home,  at  No.  3525  Victory  Boulevard, 
Chelsea  Heights,  is  one  of  the  substantial  residences 
in  this  section.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  large  lawn,  at¬ 
tractive  gardens  and  a  fine  grove  of  large  trees. 
Here  the  Minto  family  enjoys  to  the  fullest  extent 
an  ideal  home  life. 


GEORGE  BECHTEL — For  nearly  a  century  the 
Bechtel  family  has  resided  on  Staten  Island,  and 
through  three  generations,  those  of  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  his  father  and  himself,  it  became  one 
of  the  most  widely  known  and  highly-regarded  fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  community.  For  many  years  they  rep¬ 
resented  important  business  endeavors  and  presided 
in  public  life,  and  in  this  last  calling,  the  late  George 
Bechtel  became  most  prominent. 

The  Bechtel  family  is  of  Germgn  descent,  the 
grandfather  of  George  Bechtel  having  been  the  first 
of  the  family  to  voyage  to  America.  He  was  John 
Bechtel,  who,  upon  reaching  these  shores,  settled  in 
Staten  Island  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
here.  He  established  a  brewery  in  Stapleton  in  1853 
which  he  managed  for  many  years  until  his  son  was 
old  enough  to  take  over  the  superintendency  of  the 
plant.  John  Betchel’s  wife  was  Caroline  Boell,  and 
among  their  children  was  George  Bechtel,  the  father 
of  the  late  George  Bechtel,  our  subject. 

George  Bechtel,  the  elder,  who  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many  in  1840  and  died  on  Staten  Island  in  1889,  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  America  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  months.  In  1851  he  entered  the  grammar 
school  of  Columbia  College  after  which  schooling  he 
began  an  apprenticeship  in  his  father’s  brewery,  work¬ 
ing  his  way  from  one  position  to  another,  until  in 
i860  he  was  rewarded  with  the  post  of  superintendent 
of  the  plant.  After  retaining  this  position  for  five 
years  and  acquiring  therein  a  sound  knowledge  of 
both  the  mechanical  and  administrative  ends  of  the 
business,  he  rented  the  property  from  his  father.  In 
1870  he  purchased  the  entire  interests  of  his  father 
and  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  business.  Before 
many  years  had  passed  a  new  building  had  been 
erected  which  now  stands  on  Richmond  Road  at  the 
head  of  Broad  Street,  Stapleton. 

When  the  village  of  Edgewater  was  organized 
George  Bechtel,  the  elder,  was  elected  trustee  of  the 
Third  Ward.  From  1871  until  1879  he  devoted  his 
energies  almost  entirely  to  his  business  activities, 
paying  little  attention  to  political  matters.  However, 
in  1879  he  received  the  joint  nomination  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  and  Democratic  parties  for  the  office  of  county 
supervisor,  to  which  he  was  yearly  reelected  and  once 
served  as  chairman  of  the  board.  From  1879  to  1883 
he  also  was  trustee  of  the  village  of  Edgewater, 
representing  the  First  Ward. 

George  Bechtel,  Sr.,  eventually  became  one  of  the 
largest  taxpayers  on  the  island  and  through  his  serv¬ 
ices  to  the  village  of  Edgewater  and  to  Richmond 
County  at  large  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  its 
foremost  citizens  and  benevolent  workers.  Further 
evidence!  of  his  activities  in  worthwhile  movements 
had  come  during  the  memorable  negro  riots  in  1861, 
when  he  sheltered  large  numbers  of  these  homeless 
people  in  the  woods  and  sent  them  nourishment  daily. 
He  continued  this  aid  until  the  trouble  had  subsided, 
a  circumstance  which  the  colored  people  of  Staten 
Island  have  never  forgotten. 

George  Bechtel,  Sr.,  married,  in  1865,  Eva  Schoen, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  (Wentz)  Schoen,  of 
New  York  City.  They  had  four  daughters  and  two 
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sons:  Anna,  deceased;  Carrie,  now  Mrs.  Peter  Wie- 
derer  of  Stapleton;  John,  deceased;  Louise,  now  Mrs. 
Joseph  Keppler  of  Manhattan;  Agnes,  now  Mrs. 
Edward  C.  Wagner,  of  New  York  City;  and  George, 
Jr.,  of  whom  further.  Their  father’s  death  occurred 
in  1889. 

George  Bechtel,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1876  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  residence  on  Van  Duzer  Street,  Stapleton,  and 
attended  Staten  Island  Academy  as  a  boy.  He  later 
became  a  student  at  the  Columbia  Grammar  School 
and  Columbia  College  from  which  he  graduated. 
While  he  was  still  young,  his  father  died,  but  he 
finished  his  education  and  then  became  associated 
with  the  Bechtel  brewery  interests.  He  continued 
in  this  undertaking  for  a  time;  and  then,  in  1904, 
was  elected  to  represent  the  borough  of  Richmond 
in  the  New  York  State  Legislature.  After  serving 
in  the  Assembly  he  became  reengaged  in  his  busi¬ 
ness  activities. 

Mr.  Bechtel  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  service  in  the 
State  Assembly  though  he  never  aspired  to  any 
other  political  office  of  an  elective  nature.  In  the 
affairs  of  the  Democratic  party  he  was  interested  but 
not  primarily  active,  endeavoring  instead  to  labor 
steadily  and  efficiently  in  the  civic  interests  of  this 
borough.  His  satisfaction  in  witnessing  the  sturdy 
development  of  Staten  Island  was  one  of  the  joys 
of  his  life.  Of  an  industrious  nature  and  decisive 
in  plan  and  action  it  was  not  surprising  that  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Bechtel  to  the  post  of  deputy 
commissioner  of  the  department  of  water,  gas  and 
electricity  took  place  May  28,  1925,  Mayor  Hylan 
naming  him  for  the  office.  Subsequently  he  was  reap¬ 
pointed  by  Mayor  Walker  and  maintained  this  posi¬ 
tion  until  the  time  of  his  death.  In  the  pursuance  of 
these  duties  he  displayed  unusual  resourcefulness  and 
intelligence,  carrying  on  the  work  of  this  depart¬ 
ment  with  rare  insight. 

Mr.  Bechtel’s  death  occurred  September  5,  1929 
after  a  short  illness.  Funeral  services  were  held  from 
his  late  residence  in  Stapleton,  with  the  Rev.  Frederic 
Sutter  officiating.  Rev.  Sutter  spoke  of  the  admirable 
life  that  Mr.  Bechtel  had  experienced,  of  his  long 
and  efficient  service  on  behalf  of  the  borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond  and  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
throughout  the  island.  Burial  followed  in  Silver 
Mount  Cemetery. 

As  a  lover  of  nature  and  out-of-door  life  George 
Bechtel  enjoyed  hunting  as  one  of  his  principal  rec¬ 
reations.  In  following  this  sport  he  made  yearly  trips 
to  the  woods  of  Canada  and  mountainous  regions 
of  the  eastern  part  of  this  country,  and  succeeded 
in  bringing  back  many  rare  specimens  of  caribou, 
elk,  and  bear,  all  of  which  were  mounted  to  adorn  his 
home.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  considered  one  of 
the  best  of  middleweight  wrestlers  in  the  east  and 
in  1899  won  the  middleweight  championship  of  the 
Metropolitan  Association  of  the  Amateur  Athletic 
Union.  In  this  match  he  defeated  the  defending  cham¬ 
pion,  Mellinger,  gaining  the  fall  in  the  quickest  time 
on  record,  three  seconds.  For  two  years,  from  1897- 
1899,  he  also  held  the  New  York  Athletic  Club  cham¬ 
pionship  and  in  1902  had  the  honor  of  wrestling 
before  Prince  Henry  of  Germany  on  the  occasion  of 
the  latter’s  visit  to  New  York  in  that  year.  At  one 
time  during  his  early  school  career  he  was  known  as 
a  football  player  of  considerable  ability  and  in  later 
years  excelled  in  golf  and  other  sports.  He  was  a 
very  active  member  of  the  New  York  Athletic  Club. 

In  his  fraternal  affiliation  Mr.  Bechtel  was  iden¬ 
tified  with  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity,  Staten 
Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  Tompkinsville  Lodge  of  the  Masonic 


Order;  the  Fox  Hills  Country  Club,  the  Richmond 
Club  and  the  Whitehall  Club  of  New  York.  His 
father  had  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  organiza¬ 
tion,  his  affiliation  being  with  Klopstock  Lodge,  as 
well  as  the  Arion  and  Liederkranz  societies  of  New 
York  and  the  German  society,  Erheiterung. 

The  marriage  of  George  Bechtel  took  place  No¬ 
vember  20,  1900,  to  Elsa  Lewis  Feeney,  daughter  of 
Dr.  John  L.  and  Emma  L.  (Bateman)  Feeney.  Her 
father  was  a  noted  physician.  To  this  union  there 
were  three  children:  1.  George,  Jr.,  died  young.  2. 
Elsa,  who  was  born  in  1906,  died  February  8,  1930. 
She  was  a  graduate  of  Staten  Island  Academy.  3. 
Edward,  born  in  1908,  studied  under  private  tutors 
and  now  lives  at  the  family  home. 


GABRIEL  P.  DISOSW AY— Present  day  Staten 

Island,  as  a  part  of  Greater  New  York,  consists  of 
a  group  of  communities  which  contribute  their  share 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  local  government  and  which 
in  their  own  composition  have  come  to  be  efficient 
administrative  and  social  units  by  virtue  of  the  early 
perseverance  and  intelligent  interest  displayed  by  their 
founders.  A  hardy  assemblage  of  earnest  citizens 
wha  evinced  a  desire  to  develop  for  themselves  and 
their  children  communities  of  substantial  worth,  both 
economically  and  in  a  civic  sense,  their  labor  was 
not  in  vain.  One  of  the  oldest  of  these  family  groups 
now  resident  in  Richmond  County  for  more  than  two 
and  one  half  centuries  is  the  family  of  Disosway,  now 
represented  in  one  of  its  many  branches  by  Gabriel 
P.  Disosway  of  West  Brighton,  who  is  associated 
with  the  brokerage  house  of  Frank  and  DuBois  in 
New  York. 

The  Disosway  family  was  among  the  first  to 
settle  on  Staten  Island  in  the  seventeenth  century 
and  since  that  time  has  included  among  its  members 
some  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the  island. 
The  founder  of  the  family  was  Marc  du  Sauchoy, 
a  French  Protestant  living  in  Holland,  who  appears 
to  have  spent  two  or  three  years  in  New  Amster¬ 
dam  and  Flathush,  about  1655.  Pie  returned  to  Hol¬ 
land  where  he  married  Elizabeth  Bassignol  and  sailed 
for  New  Amsterdam  again  on  April  2,  1657.  For 
the  next  twenty  years  he  was  a  farmer  and  part  of  the 
time  a  miller  on  Long  Island,  Harlem  and  Ford- 
ham.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  New  Amsterdam  or  Brooklyn  until  1683 
when  he  joined  the  French  Church.  The  date  of 
his  coming  to  Staten  Island  is  certainly  prior  to  1681 
when  he  appeared  in  court.  In  1684  he  was  a  peti¬ 
tioner  for  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  of  land 
on  the  west  side  of  Staten  Island,  near  the  present 
Tottenville,  in  which  region  his  descendants  still  re¬ 
side.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  substantial 
means  and  possessed  of  a  rugged  constitution,  for  in 
the  Census  of  1706  his  age  is  given  as  eighty  years. 
His  children  were  three  daughters,  Magdalene,  Jan- 
neties  and  Maria,  and  two  sons,  Marcus  and  Jean. 
Of  the  latter  there  is  no  record  after  his  baptism 
in  1669.  The  Disosway  family  apparently  descends 
from  Marcus. 

Marcus  du  Sauchoy  (or  Disosway  as  the  name 
is  now  spelled)  was  born  at  Maspeth,  Long  Island, 
and  was  baptized  March  21,  1659.  His  will  made 
December  23,  1713,  and  proved  January  27,  1714. 
shows  that  he  had  accumulated  five  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  acres  of  land  on  Staten  Island  during  his 
lifetime  in  addition  to  other  property.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-five,  leaving  five  daughters,  Elizabeth, 
Susannah,  Dianah,  Sarah  and  Mary;  and  three  sons, 
Jobe,  Gabriel  and  Israel.  The  line  in  which  we  are 
most  interested  descends  from  Israel. 
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Israel  Disosway,  who  was  born  in  1700,  married 
Gertrude  Vandeventer,  of  a  family  owning  the  land 
where  Fort  Wadsworth  is  now  located,  and  died  in 
1754.  His  will  made  October  13,  1753,  and  proved 
October  4,  1754,  names  a  daughter,  Anna,  who  mar¬ 
ried  John  Bedell,  and  also  mentions  four  sons,  Israel, 
Cornelius,  Gabriel  and  Mark.  Through  the  mar¬ 
riages  of  these  sons  of  Israel  and  their  children,  the 
Disosway  family  has  been  continued  at  the  south 
end  of  Staten  Island,  and  has  become  related  to  the 
Guyon,  Prall,  Britton,  Cole,  Butler,  Swaim,  Totten, 
Winant,  Oakley,  Cortelyou  and  other  old  Staten 
Island  families.  Among  the  descendants  of  Israel 
were  Cornelius,  who  built  the  mill  at  the  mouth  of 
Weir’s  creek  and  Ann,  mentioned  in  Mrs.  Ellet’s 
“Women  of  the  American  Revolution.” 

Mark  Disosway,  the  youngest  son  of  Israel  and 
Gertrude  (Vanderventer)  Disosway,  married  Judith 
Poillon,  who,  after  his  death  in  1766,  married  Gozen 
Ryers.  Mark  had  two  sons:  Mark,  Jr.,  born  in  1764, 
died  in  1851,  who  moved  to  Jamaica  and  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  building  there  the  first  Methodist  Church; 
and  Israel,  of  whom  further;  also  a  daughter,  Judith. 

Israel  Disosway,  born  in  1755,  married,  about  1790, 
Ann  Doty,  and  moved  to  New  York  City  where  he 
engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business  at  No.  12  Front 
Street,  living  at  No.  21  Beaver  Street.  He,  as  well 
as  his  brother  and  sister,  was  active  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  participating  in  1787  in  the  erection  of  Wood- 
row  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  Staten  Island 
and  in  the  support  of  the  John  Street  Church  in 
New  York.  Israel  Disosway  died  June  19,  1813, 
leaving  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  Cortelyou  and  Jane 
Teed,  and  four  sons,  Israel  Doty,  Cornelius  Ryers, 
William  Phoebus  and  Gabriel  Poillon.  Each  of  these 
sons  had  a  successful  career.  Israel  Doty,  after  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  War  of  1812,  continued  in  the  dry  goods 
business  until  he  moved  to  Illinois;  Cornelius  Ryers 
became  a  lawyer;  William  Phoebus,  a  cotton  broker 
who  accumulated  wealth. 

Gabriel  Poillon  Disosway,  son  of  Israel  and  Ann 
(Doty)  Disosway,  was  born  in  New  York  City  on 
December  6,  1799.  He  graduated  from  Columbia 
College  in  1819  and  received  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts  in  1823.  His  strong  religious  feeling  made 
him  at  first  a  missionary,  and  such  activities  inter¬ 
ested  him  throughout  his  life,  especially  in  connection 
with  the  negro  race.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Randolph-Macon  College  at  Boydton,  Virginia,  in 
1830.  He  received  an  honorary  degree  from  Wes¬ 
leyan  University  in  1833  and  was  elected  to  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  New  York,  the  Long  Island,  and 
Baltimore  Methodist  societies.  The  colony  for  free 
negroes  established  in  Liberia  received  his  support 
and  many  of  his  contributions  to  religious  journals 
have  been  preserved.  His  commercial  activities,  like 
those  of  his  father  and  uncle,  were  in  the  dry  goods 
business,  at  first  in  Petersburg,  Virginia,  later  in  New 
York  City  at  No.  31  Liberty  Street,  and  Nos.  190, 
186  or  143  Pearl  Street,  continuing  from  1828  to 
1843.  In  1849  Mr.  Disosway  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  of  New  York.  The  opportunities 
of  consulting  the  historical  records  there  were  seized 
upon  and  led  to  his  historical  studies,  published  in 
various  Staten  Island  newspapers,  in  magazines,  and, 
in  collaboration  with  S.  W.  Weiss  in  a  volume  on 
the  Huguenots.  In  1864  he  published  his  principal 
work,  “The  Earliest  Churches  of  New  York.”  Ex¬ 
amples  of  his  literary  style  have  been  given  in  pre¬ 
vious  pages  of  this  history  and  will  repay  perusal. 
His  literary  labors  were  performed  at  his  home  on 
Staten  Island  at  No.  429  Clove  Road,  where  he  was 
visited  by  Thoreau  in  1843  and  by  Anthon  in  1851, 


and  where  many  of  his  children  resided  until  the 
death  of  the  youngest  daughter  in  192 7.  Mr.  Disos- 
way  died  July  9,  1868.  A  sketch  of  his  life  will  be 
found  in  Lamb’s  “Biographical  Dictionary.”  Flis 
historical  accumulations  were  of  considerable  value 
to  Ira  K.  Morris  in  his  history  of  Staten  Island. 

Gabriel  Poillon  Disosway  married,  in  1828,  Diana 
Riddick  and  became  the  father  of  twelve  children  as 
follows:  Anna  Gabriella,  unmarried,  who  died  in 
1909;  Mary  Gertrude,  who  married  Townsend  Bur- 
tis  and  died  in  1912;  Martha  Riddick,  who  married 
George  Tudor  and  died  in  1911;  Wilbur  Fisk,  married 
Louise  Webster  and  died  in  1905;  Clement  I.,  married 
M.  A.  Libby  and  died  in  1878;  Ella  Taylor,  died  in 
1895,  unmarried;  Cornelius  Doty,  married  A.  M. 
Hughes,  died  in  1891;  Mills  Riddick,  father  of  our 
subject,  of  whom  further;  Virginia  Allen,  died  in 
1892,  while  on  missionary  work  in  South  America; 
Georgette,  married  Oliver  P.  Geoffrey  and  died  in 
1925;  Annie  (name  may  be  spelled  otherwise)  Diana, 
died  in  1927,  unmarried;  Richard  Henley,  died  in  1920, 
unmarried.  Of  these  children,  “Miss  Amy”  as  she 
was  called  by  the  neighbors,  maintained  the  family 
home  until  her  death,  and  is  affectionately  remem¬ 
bered  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Mills  Riddick  Disosway  was  born  in  Suffolk,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  November  11,  1840,  a  son  of  Gabriel  P.  and 
Diana  (Riddick)  Disosway  of  that  place.  His  family 
removed  to  Staten  Island  when  he  was  but  a  youth 
and  it  was  in  the  private  schools  here  that  he  received 
his  education.  As  a  mining  engineer  he  later  became 
connected  with  a  company  in  Virginia  and  engaged 
in  gold  mining  operations  for  a  short  time.  He 
then  removed  to  Nova  Scotia  where  he  remained  for 
about  thirty  years  and  during  which  time  he  also 
followed  his  profession  of  a  gold  mining  engineer. 
His  death  occurred  on  Staten  Island  in  1910  when 
he  had  attained  the  age  of  seventy  years.  His  wife 
was  Lucy  Lavinia  Lindsay  and  they  had  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Gertrude  Lindsay,  Gabriel  Pillion,  of  whom 
further;  Lucy  Lindsay  and  Wilbur  Frothingham. 

Gabriel  P.  Disosway  was  born  in  Hanover,  Han¬ 
over  County,  Virginia,  November  23,  1874.  He  was 
educated  in  the  private  schools  of  Staten  Island  and 
upon  the  completion  of  this  activity  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Autographic  Register  Company  in 
1890  as  office  boy.  After  remaining  here  three  years 
he  then  obtained  a  position  with  the  house  of  Hall¬ 
worthy  and  Ellis,  coffee  merchants,  where  he  first 
served  as  office  boy.  As  the  years  passed,  however, 
he  was  given  better  posts  in  various  departments 
until  he  became  cashier.  He  held  this  position  in 
1903  when  his  resignation  took  place.  The  next  six 
years  of  his  career  were  marked  by  service  on  behalf 
of  the  Old  Palatine  Fire  Insurance  Company  after 
which  he  became  a  salesman  for  a  coffee  house.  After 
two  years  of  such  work  he  returned  to  New  York 
to  become  connected  with  the  Fire  Insurance  Broker¬ 
age  house  of  Frank  and  Du  Bois,  with  headquarters 
in  New  York  City.  At  the  present  time  he  is  asso¬ 
ciated  with  this  firm. 

Mr.  Disosway  was  a  member  of  the  old  7th  Regi¬ 
ment  of  the  New  York  National  Guard  and  is  iden¬ 
tified  with  Drinkard  Lodge,  No.  313,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  Haymarket,  Virginia.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He 
is  associated  with  the  Church  of  the  Ascension, 
West  Brighton,  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
church  affairs,  was  treasurer  of  the  Sunday  school 
and  a  member  of  both  the  Boys’  Club  and  the  Men’s 
Club.  Since  his  early  youth  sports,  especially  those 
of  the  out-of-doors,  have  always  appealed  to  him 
and  in  participating  in  various  games  he  has  been 
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highly  successful.  As  a  baseball  player  of  marked 
ability  he  pitched  for  the  Staten  Island  Athletic  Club, 
the  New  Jersey  Athletic  Club,  Englewood  Field 
Club,  New  Jersey,  and  the  Newark  Ball  Club.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  old  Staten  Island  Cricket  Club. 

Gabriel  P.  Disosway  married,  on  June  8,  1909, 
Mabel  E.  Lazelle,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Virginia 
Lazelle,  born  November  2,  1910,  Carolyn  Milicent, 
born  December  6,  1912,  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
months;  Gabrielle  Pillion,  born  March  19,  1917. 


THOMAS  WHITE — Staten  Island  homes,  sit¬ 
uated  as  they  are  in  a  peaceful  community,  away 
from  the  unrest  and  tumult  of  the  busy  city,  lend 
their  hospitality  to  those  desiring  an  ideal  residential 
life.  One  of  our  citizens,  now  deceased,  who  having 
such  a  thought,  was  prominent  as  a  business  man  in 
Manhattan  and  owned  a  home  in  this  borough  which 
he  cherished  greatly,  not  only  because  of  the  quiet 
charm  of  Staten  Island  but  because  of  its  proximity 
to  Manhattan.  Pie  was  Thomas  White,  a  successful 
realtor,  with  offices  in  New  York  and  a  residence 
in  West  New  Brighton.  Of  a  land-owning  family, 
Thomas  White  was  born  in  New  York  and  raised  to 
manhood  there.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Corbett)  White  of  that  city. 

The  education  of  the  younger  White  was  received 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  metropolis  after  which 
he  entered  the  real  estate  business  having  a  particular 
aptitude  for  this  calling. 

He  practiced  his  profession  in  New  York  though 
he  also  held  real  estate  holdings  on  the  west  coast 
and  particularly  in  the  region  about  San  Francisco. 
He  was  a  prominent  Democrat  in  politics  for  years, 
both  in  New  York  and  in  Staten  Island,  and  a 
member  of  the  First  Volunteer  Fire  Department 
Association.  He  was  one  of  the  original  “Forty 
Niners”  and  proud  of  his  connection  with  this  group 
of  pioneers  in  the  West. 

Mr.  White  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Bamber, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Ann  (Booth)  Bam¬ 
ber.  Both  her  parents  were  born  in  England  but 
upon  coming  to  this  country  settled  in  Staten  Island. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bamber’s  other  children  were  Frank, 
William  H.,  Edmund  T.,  Mary  E.,  and  Eva  Ann. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  were  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Alice  Catherine,  who  married  Joseph  Schmidt 
and  lives  in  Brooklyn;  Grace  D.,  who  died  in  child¬ 
hood;  William  Corbett,  who  died  in  1914,  married 
and  left  a  daughter,  Grace  Marie;  Gladys,  now  Mrs. 
Grover  Froese,  of  Staten  Island,  and  Ethel,  now 
Mrs.  Edward  P.  Horner,  also  of  Staten  Island. 

Thomas  White,  who  lived  in  a  nicely-situated  resi¬ 
dence  at  No.  37  De  Groot  Place,  West  New  Brighton, 
died  on  October  28,  1920.  He  was  buried  in  Moravian 
Cemetery,  New  Dorp.  His  wife  survives  him  and 
lives  at  the  present  time  in  the  same  residence. 


CHARLES  S.  BANGHART— The  progress  of 
electric  development  during  the  past  fifty  years  has 
been  rapid,  especially  so  in  the  adaptation  of  the  inven¬ 
tions  which  have  followed  fast  one  after  another  to 
the  problems  of  urban  transportation,  power,  and 
lighting.  The  successful  working  out  of  such  prob¬ 
lems  called  for  men  specially  trained,  men  still  young, 
enthusiastic,  and  imaginative,  but  also  possessed  of 
technical  knowledge  and  capacity.  It  is  astonish¬ 
ing  how  much  more  quickly  youth  responds  to  such 
demands  than  age;  being  perhaps  more  adaptable  to 
new  ideas.  But  at  any  rate  electricity  offered  a 
fruitful  field  to  college  graduates  of  the  “Early 
’Nineties.”  Such  was  and  has  been  the  career  of 


Charles  S.  Banghart,  vice-president  and  general  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  Staten  Island  Edison  Corporation. 

He  is  the  son  of  George  W.  and  Katherine 
(Dalrymple)  Banghart.  The  elder  Banghart  was 
engaged  in  the  furniture  designing  and  manufactur¬ 
ing  in  Pennsylvania,  first  in  Easton  and  later  in 
Allentown.  The  Bangharts  and  Dalrymples  are  old 
New  Jersey  families,  having  their  origin  there  before 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Their  children  were:  Carrie, 
who  died  unmarried;  Addie,  married  John  Givler, 
of  Allentown;  Frank  D.,  of  Staten  Island;  and 
Charles  S.  of  this  review. 

Charles  S.  Banghart  was  born  at  Clarksville,  New 
Jersey,  on  November  12,  1872.  When  quite  young 
his  parents  removed  to  the  Keystone  State,  thus  in 
Allentown,  he  attended  public  and  high  schools.  Then 
came  his  pursuit  for  higher  education,  and  from 
Ulricks  Preparatory  School  at  Bethlehem,  he  went 
to  Lehigh  University.  During  his  early  school  days 
he  excelled  in  sports,  especially  football  and  base¬ 
ball,  and  continued  these  activities  in  college.  So 
effectively  did  he  play  the  national  game  of  base¬ 
ball  that  there  was  for  a  time,  a  possibility  of  his 
becoming  a  professional.  But  upon  leaving  college  in 
1892,  the  opportunity  came  of  entering  the  employ  of 
the  Thomson-Houston  Electric  Company,  at  Allen¬ 
town,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  identified  with  the 
electric  industry.  The  “National  Business  Review” 
says  of  him:  “His  keen  desire  to  master  the  tech¬ 
nicalities  of  his  profession  and  make  himself  a  thor¬ 
oughly  competent  expert  in  his  field  was  one  that 
would  not  be  daunted  by  obstacles  and  hard  work, 
and  in  the  years  that  have  followed  his  entry  into 
the  electrical  business  ...  he  has  gradually  risen 
to  the  top  of  the  industry.” 

The  principal  steps  in  his  upward  progress  have 
been:  when  but  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  was 
building  trolley  lines  in  Pennsylvania  and  engineer 
of  the  Union  Traction  Company  and  Metropolitan 
Edison  Company  in  1894,  at  Reading;  general  super¬ 
intendent  of  all  operations  of  the  New  York  and 
Queens  County,  the  New  York  and  Long  Island 
Electric  Company,  and  the  Long  Island  Traction 
Company  in  1906,  when  thirty-four  years  of  age. 
During  this  period  he  rebuilt  the  trolley  lines  in 
Flushing,  Long  Island.  He  became  assistant  to  the 
president  of  the  same  properties  in  1908,  at  thirty- 
six.  We  emphasize  Mr.  Banghart’s  age  while  holding 
these  responsible  positions  to  illustrate  the  youth  of 
electric  specialists  during  the  years  when  the  indus¬ 
try  was  growing  so  rapidly.  In  1914  Mr.  Banghart 
went  to  Binghamton,  New  York,  where  for  five  years 
he  was  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the  Bing¬ 
hamton  Railway  and  Electric  Company.  In  1919  he 
went  to  Augusta,  Georgia,  as  general  manager  of  its 
street  railway  and  electric  system.  In  September, 
1923,  he  came  to  Staten  Island  as  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Staten  Island  Edison  Cor¬ 
poration  and  allied  companies  of  the  Associated  Gas 
and  Electric  System,  which  position  he  continued  to 
hold  until  1929,  when  he  was  transferred  to  their 
properties  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  now 
assumes  responsibilities  of  a  wider  scope. 

Cold  figures  may  give  some  idea  of  what  has  been 
accomplished  here  under  his  management  as  executive 
head  of  these  properties.  In  August,  1923,  the  K. 
W.  H.  output  of  the  plant  for  the  month  was  3,700,- 
000;  in  November,  1926,  it  was  8,830,000  and  the 
figures  at  the  present  writing  are  presumably  well 
over  the  9,000,000  mark.  Under  his  management, 
which  followed  the  purchase  on  July  31,  1923,  of  all 
the  electric  business,  property,  and  franchises  of  the 
Richmond  Light  and  Railroad  Company  by  the 


io9 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


Staten  Island  Edison  Corporation,  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  at  the  Livingston  power  house,  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  additional  substations  and  transmission 
lines  in  different  parts  of  the  island  have  been  car¬ 
ried  through  at  a  cost  of  millions  of  dollars.  The 
Edison  office  building  at  No.  50  Bay  Street,  St. 
George,  where  all  manner  of  domestic  applications 
of  electricity  are  demonstrated,  and  the  Service  Build¬ 
ing  in  Richmond  Terrace  near  Livingston  Station, 
West  New  Brighton,  have  been  erected.  In  the  serv¬ 
ice  building  are  housed  laboratories  for  experimental 
work,  chemical  laboratories,  an  electric  testing  labora¬ 
tory,  one  of  the  best  equipments  in  the  country;  a 
cafeteria,  also  a  medical  and  surgical  emergency  hos¬ 
pital  for  employees.  The  service  now  rendered  to 
Staten  Island  includes  not  only  lighting  the  streets  and 
houses,  transporting  passengers  by  trolley  lines,  but 
also  power  for  such  concerns  as  Procter  and  Gamble, 
United  States  Gypsum  Company,  Staten  Island  Ship¬ 
building  Corporation,  and  for  the  Electric  trains 
of  the  Staten  Island  Rapid  Transit  Railroad  from 
St.  George  to  Tottenville,  and  St.  George  to  How¬ 
land  Hook,  both  north  to  south  and  east  to  west, 
points  respectively  of  the  road. 

To  bring  all  these  things  to  pass  in  little  more 
than  a  few  years  would  seem  to  be  enough  for  one 
man’s  working  hours  but,  nevertheless,  we  find  Mr. 
Banghart’s  name  prominent  in  many  Staten  Island 
organizations  while  he  was  among  us.  He  was  a 
director,  as  well  as  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce;  active  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  interests  of  the  Boy  Scouts  ;  was  president 
of  the  Rotary  Club  in  1927,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  Transportation  Committee  of  the  Conference 
House  Pageant  in  1926.  His  other  memberships  in¬ 
cluded  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club,  the  Fox 
Hills  Country  Club,  the  Staten  Island  Club,  and  the 
Down  Town  Athletic  Club  of  New  York.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  National  Electric  Light  Association, 
the  American  Electric  Railway  Association,  the  New 
York  State  Electric  Railway  Association  and  the 
Empire  State  Gas  &  Electric  Association;  and  no 
doubt  has  new  and  interesting  affiliations  in  Read¬ 
ing,  his  present  business  location.  He  and  his  family 
attended  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  Short  as  was 
the  time  he  spent  on  Staten  Island,  there  have  been 
few  men  here  who  more  constantly  took  lead  in 
progressive  movements  of  the  community.  In  this 
connection  it  may  be  remembered  that  in  1924  he 
was  instrumental  in  having  printed  and  gratuitously 
distributed,  “A  Condensed  History  of  Staten  Island,” 
as  well  as  a  descriptive  map  thereof,  and  through 
various  exhibitions  in  Manhattan  and  elsewhere  had 
done  much  to  advertise  and  draw  home-seekers  to 
Staten  Island. 

In  his  early  career,  and  prior  to  his  coming  here 
he  always  participated  in  such  movements  which 
furthered  public  welfare.  While  a  resident  of  Flush¬ 
ing,  Long  Island,  he  was  a  member  of  the  17th 
Separate  Company  of  the  10th  Regiment,  New  York 
National  Guard.  During  the  World  War  he  was 
chairman  and  member  of  various  committees  at  Bing¬ 
hamton,  New  York,  in  behalf  of  the  Red  Cross,  war 
work,  and  the  issue  of  Liberty  Bonds.  In  the  time 
he  spent  on  Staten  Island  he  endeavored  not  only  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  organization  under  his 
control  in  its  task  of  adequately  serving  the  public, 
but,  as  a  part  of  his  daily  duties,  he  had  himself 
taken  a  public-spirited  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Banghart  resided  at  the  Pentz  Apartments, 
St.  George,  near  his  office.  There  he  was  found  every 
morning,  for  his  accomplishments  have  been  attained 


by  the  hardest  kind  of  executive  work.  Golf  and 
baseball,  when  time  permitted,  were  his  recreations 
here,  but  the  leading  position  he  occupies  in  the 
electrical  industry  has  been  reached  by  habitually 
subordinating  pleasure  to  business.  The  world  owes 
much  to  men  such  as  Charles  S.  Banghart. 

On  June  6,  1895,  Mr.  Banghart  married  Sarah 
E.  Mitchell,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Agnes  Moore 
(Davis)  Mitchell.  Mr.  Mitchell  for  years  was  an 
official  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  with  offices 
at  Easton  and  Allentown.  The  Mitchell  family  is 
Scotch-Irish,  and  the  Davis  of  Welsh  ancestry. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Banghart  have  two  children:  1.  Edgar 
Schuyler,  who  attended  Cornell  University,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  served  twenty-two  months  in 
France  with  the  1st  Regiment  of  Volunteer  Engi¬ 
neers,  later  the  nth  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 
He  is  at  present  New  York  manager  for  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  Transformer  Company.  His  wife  is  Marjory 
Thomas,  daughter  of  the  late  C.  G.  M.  and  Sadie 
(Beach)  Thomas.  Mr.  Thomas  was  vice-president  of 
the  Consolidated  Gas  Company  of  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Banghart,  Jr.,  also  have  two  children: 
Charles  T.  and  Schuyler  E.  2.  Josephine,  a  graduate 
of  the  Ward-Belmont  School  of  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
married  Hunter  Leaf,  who  is  manager  of  the  Boy 
Sales  Department  of  “Pictorial  Review.”  He  is  the 
son  of  Richard  Pea  and  Lenora  (Hunter)  Leaf,  of 
Reading,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leaf,  Jr.,  have 
two  children:  Nancy  and  Hunter,  Jr. 


LYMAN  WALDO  HORTON— Having  acquired 
a  very  thorough  business  training  by  some  five  years’ 
connection  with  the  offices  of  the  Standard  Oil  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York,  L.  Waldo  Horton,  now  treasurer 
of  the  well-known  firm  of  Moffatt  and  Schwab,  Incor¬ 
porated,  realty  dealers,  has  been  engaged  in  business 
on  Staten  Island  since  1919.  From  1925  until  March, 
1929,  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  H.  C.  Horton 
&  Son,  real  estate  and  insurance,  with  offices  at  No. 
445  Jewett  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton.  As  the 
representatives  of  numerous  leading  insurance  com¬ 
panies  this  latter  firm  had  built  up  a  large  and  pro¬ 
fitable  general  insurance  business  specializing  in  resi¬ 
dential  real  estate  properties.  Some  of  the  success 
of  the  firm  was  due  to  the  energy,  industry  and 
ability  of  the  junior  partner.  Mr.  Horton  is  also 
active  in  the  civic,  fraternal  and  religious  life  of 
the  community  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  successful  of  the  younger  genera¬ 
tion  of  Staten  Island’s  business  men 

L.  Waldo  Horton  was  born  at  Westerleigh,  March 
31,  1894,  a  son  of  Hiram  Chatfield  (q.  v.)  and  Ella 
Mary  (Sanderson)  Horton  (q.  v.)  He  was  educated 
in  Public  School  No.  30,  and  in  Curtis  High  School, 
from  which  latter  he  graduated  in  1913.  At  high 
school  he  was  very  active  in  various  students’  affairs, 
being  a  member  of  both  the  football  and  track  teams, 
captain  of  the  former  in  1912  and  of  the  latter  in 
1913.  He  also  played  in  the  school  orchestra  and 
was  a  member  of  the  first  wireless  club  at  Curtis 
High  School,  at  a  time  when  interest  in  wireless 
telegraphy  was  yet  a  novelty.  After  graduation  from 
high  school,  Mr.  Horton  became  connected  with  the 
offices  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York, 
first  in  Manhattan  and  later  in  Port  Richmond.  He 
continued  with  this  company  until  the  United  States 
entered  the  World  War,  when  he  enlisted,  May  3, 
1917,  in  the  United  States  Naval  Reserves  force  and 
he  served  until  he  received  his  honorable  discharge, 
December  6,  1918.  During  his  service  he  played  in 
the  naval  band  of  the  Naval  Rendezvous  at  Brook¬ 
lyn  and  was  stationed  at  Pelham  Bay.  After  his 
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discharge  from  active  service,  he  reentered  the  employ 
of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  remaining,  however, 
only  until  May,  1919.  He  then  became  associated  with 
his  father’s  real  estate  and  insurance  business.  In 
November,  1925,  a  partnership  was  formed  under 
the  name  of  H.  C.  Horton  and  Son,  Mr.  Horton 
being  made  the  active  manager.  This  business  was 
successfully  conducted  until  March,  1929,  when  it 
merged  with  the  real  estate  business  of  Moffatt  and 
Schwab,  now  known  as  Moffatt  and  Schwab  Incor¬ 
porated,  with  Mr.  Horton  as  treasurer.  Though 
already  possessing  a  very  wide  knowledge  of  all 
phases  of  the  insurance  business,  Mr.  Horton  is 
always  eager  to  increase  his  knowledge  and  is  still 
engaged  in  taking  special  courses  in  insurance  at  New 
York  University  and  at  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Real  Estate  Board,  secretary  and  former  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  local  Kiwanis  Club;  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of'  Commerce;  member  of  the  New  York 
Association  of  Insurance  Agents;  and  the  National 
Association  of  Insurance  Agents.  At  one  time  he  was 
a  member  of  the  license  law  committee  of  the  New 
York  State  Association  of  Real  Estate  Boards.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  219, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  former  member  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Forest,  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  Immanuel  Church,  while  in 
politics  he  is  Independent. 

Mr.  Horton  was  married  at  St.  George,  May  8, 
1918,  while  on  leave  from  active  service  during  the 
World  War,  to  Marian  E.  Jansen,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  A.  and  Anna  (Kerr)  Jansen.  Both  of  Mrs. 
Horton’s  parents  are  natives  of  Staten  Island  and  her 
father  at  one  time  was  in  charge  of  the  clearing 
house  of  the  old  Consolidated  Stock  Exchange  of 
New  York  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton’s  marriage 
was  performed  by  Rev.  Ernest  Hagan,  pastor  of  the 
New  Dorp  Moravian  Church,  who  also  married  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jansen.  He  also  christened  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Horton’s  only  son,  Kenneth  Waldo  Horton,  who 
was  born  at  St.  George,  February  13,  1923.  Another 
child,  Ruth  J.,  was  born  October  2,  1927,  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Horton. 


HERMAN  FRIEDEL,  M.  D.— After  spending 
a  number  of  years  as  superintendent  of  the  colony 
known  as  the  “Professor  Thomas  Davidson  Bread¬ 
winners’  College,”  Dr.  Herman  Friedel  grew  so  fond 
of  the  island  that  he  determined  to  settle  here  and  to 
devote  his  life  to  the  service  of  medicine.  In  the 
twenty  years  he  has  been  in  active  practice  in  St. 
George,  Dr.  Friedel  has  acquired  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact, 
and  he  is  ever  recognized  as  a  tireless  worker  for  every 
good  cause,  regardless  of  creed  or  denomination. 

Dr.  Friedel  was  born  in  Hungary,  March  23,  1881, 
the  son  of  Adolph  and  Rose  (Schorn)  Friedel.  His 
father  was  a  merchant  in  Hungary,  and  he  brought 
his  family  to  this  country  in  1890,  when  Dr.  Friedel 
was  but  nine  years  old.  The  elder  Friedel  settled  in 
Manhattan  and  engaged  in  merchandising  until  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1904,  his  wife  passing  away  the 
same  year.  They  were  interred  in  Brooklyn. 

The  early  education  of  Dr.  Friedel  was  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  of  Manhattan,  followed  by  a 
course  at  Cooper  Union.  He  then  entered  the  New 
York  University,  obtaining  his  professional  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  medical  school  of  that  institution  and  at 
Bellevue  Hospital,  graduating  in  1909  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  practiced  in  Manhattan 
for  a  year  and  then  became  the  head  worker,  club 


leader,  and  instructor  at  the  Thomas  Davidson  Bread¬ 
winners’  College,  founded  many  years  ago  by  Profes¬ 
sor  Davidson  with  the  object  of  educating  wage- 
earners  so  that  they  might  become  useful,  successful 
and  helpful  citizens.  In  1902  Dr.  Friedel  came  to 
Staten  Island  as  superintendent  of  the  local  Bread¬ 
winners’  Home.  Since  locating  in  Richmond  Bor¬ 
ough,  Dr.  Friedel  has  been  very  prominent  in  charit¬ 
able  and  humanitarian  work,  irrespective  of  creeds 
or  nationalities,  but  applying  his  talents  largely  to 
movements  for  the  betterment  and  advancement  of  the 
Hebrew  race.  He  was  the  organizer,  and  is  an  officer 
and  director,  of  the  Hebrew  Al’iance  of  Staten  Is¬ 
land;  director  of  the  Jewish  Community  Center;  and 
an  officer  of  the  Temple  Tifereth  Israel  Synagogue 
at  Stapleton.  During  the  World  War  Dr.  Friedel 
was  active  in  the  various  Jewish  philanthropic  and 
patriotic  organizations  throughout  the  country.  He 
has  been  an  outstanding  factor  in  the  raising  of  funds 
for  missions  of  war  and  of  peace  and  has  achieved 
the  reputation  of  being  a  man  ever  at  the  service  of 
his  community.  Dr.  Friedel  is  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  which  is  endeavoring  to  have  a  course  of 
lectures  by  prominent  lecturers  in  connection  With 
the  Jewish  Community  Center.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

On  June  19,  1910,  Dr.  Friedel  married  Esther  Okin, 
of  Brooklyn.  Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Friedel  is 
keenly  devoted  to  religious,  humanitarian  and  civic 
affairs.  She  was  vice-president  and  president  respec¬ 
tively  of  the  Council  of  Jewish  Women;  now  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  New  York  State  Conference  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Jewish  Women  and  an  officer  of 
the  Hadassch  (the  Jewish  pronunciation  of  Esther). 
This  organization  was  named  in  honor  of  the  Book 
of  Esther  and  its  object  is  to  establish  hospitals 
for  all  faiths  throughout  Palestine.  Mrs.  Friedel  also 
represents  the  Staten  Island  League  of  Women  Vot¬ 
ers  on  the  municipal  affairs  committee  and  is  in 
charge  of  survey  on  sanitation  just  completed.  The 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  also 
numbers  her  among  its  members.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Friedel  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Arthur 
and  Ruth. 


JOHN  J.  FETHERSTON — A  prominent  and  out¬ 
standing  citizen  of  Richmond  County,  who  gave 
liberally  of  his  time  and  resources  in  the  interest 
of  the  village  of  New  Brighton  before  the  con¬ 
solidation  of  Greater  New  York,  in  1898  was  the 
late  John  J.  Fetherston.  An  unassuming  man  of 
unbounded  ability  and  judgment,  his  association  with 
New  Brighton,  both  as  a  unit  in  the  government 
of  the  county  and  as  a  village,  was  a  long  and 
successful  one.  At  various  times  he  acted  as  village 
trustee,  president  and  treasurer,  in  addition  to  main¬ 
taining  a  merchandising  establishment  of  his  own._ 

The  Fetherston  family  was  long  seated  in  Ireland 
according  to  historic  family  documents  and  records 
which  indicate  that  its  early  representatives  resided 
in  one  of  the  large  manors  which  graced  the  country¬ 
side  of  that  country.  During  the  ensuing  years  the 
family  continued  as  one  of  influence  and  esteem  in 
the  part  of  Ireland  which  they  inhabited. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  the  United  States 
was  Thomas  Fetherston,  who  came  here  in  1840,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  years  in  retirement.  He 
brought  with  him  his  wife  and  children:  Thomas, 
Andrew,  William,  Mary,  and  John  J.  Fetherston, 
of  this  review,  the  latter  being  but  two  years  of  age 
at  that  time.  A  short  time  after  1840  they  located  in 
the  village  of  New  Brighton,  in  the  valley  district 
where  Jersey  Street  is  situated.  After  coming  here, 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


hi 


the  Fetherstons  continued  to  live  in  this  section,  tak¬ 
ing  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  and  engaging  in 
business  and  other  pursuits  with  success.  In  their 
religious  affiliation  they  have  been  identified  with  St. 
Peter’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  New  Brighton,  since 
its  foundation. 

After  completing  his  education,  John  J.  Fetherston 
began  a  business  career  as  a  merchant  in  New  Brigh¬ 
ton  and  commenced  at  an  early  time  to  develop  an 
interest  in  politics  and  all  matters  pertaining  to  local 
government.  As  a  young  man  he  was  known  as  a 
person  of  substance  in  the  community.  His  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the  village  of  New  Brighton  in  an 
official  capacity  grew  to  be  one  of  long  standing  not 
only  as  a  trustee  but  in  other  posts  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  It  was  back  in  1882  that  his  election 
to  the  presidency  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  town¬ 
ship  .of  New  Brighton  took  place  and  he  held  this 
position  until  1898.  In  that  year  the  consolidation 
of  Richmond  County  with  the  Greater  City  of  New 
York  eliminated  all  township  governments  on  Staten 
Island  and  the  entire  territory  became  known  as  the 
Borough  of  Richmond. 

Ample  evidence  of  the  integrity  and  ability  which 
John  J.  Fetherston  displayed  in  office  came  at  the 
time  of  the  consolidation.  As  treasurer  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  New  Brighton,  his  books,  which  were  al¬ 
ways  meticulously  kept,  showed  the  township  not  only 
clear  of  all  indebtedness  but  having  a  substantial 
surplus  of  funds  on  hand.  He  served  as  president  of 
the  village  for  five  terms. 

Though  by  political  persuasion  Mr.  Fetherston’s 
sympathies  were  generally  in  line  with  those  of  the 
Democratic  party,  never  was  he  blinded  by  partisan¬ 
ship  but  rather  was  of  an  independent  nature,  ever 
on  the  side  of  good  government  and  anxious  that  men 
of  able  qualification  and  high  standing  be  elected  to 
offices  of  responsibility.  He  won  signal  success  on  the 
general  Democratic  Committee  of  this  borough  to 
which  he  was  appointed.  In  this  respect  he  displayed 
administrative  skill,  organizing  efficiency  and  an 
aptitude  for  maintaining  harmony  within  the  party. 

As  a  general  merchant,  whose  store  was  located 
for  long  years  at  the  foot  of  Turney’s  Hill,  he  was 
successful  mainly  because  of  his  business  acumen  and 
resource.  Turney’s  Hill  was  named  for  John  Turney, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  John  J.  (Turney)  Fetherston. 

In  his  fraternal  affiliations,  John  J.  Fetherston  was 
identified  with  Richmond  Council,  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus.  His  interest  in  this  body  was  particularly  strong, 
as  he  was  a  charter-member  of  the  organization,  and 
throughout  the  major  portion  of  his  life  a  willing 
worker  in  its  behalf.  He  was  at  one  time  Chief  of 
the  North  Shore  Fire  Department,  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  a  member  of  the  Veteran  Fireman’s 
Association.  Other  activities  of  a  civic,  patriotic  and 
social  character  throughout  Staten  Island  found  in 
him  a  generous  and  earnest  helper. 

John  J.  Fetherston  married,  in  New  Brighton,  Cath¬ 
arine  Turney,  daughter  of  John  and  Catharine  (Cor- 
mac)  Turney,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ire¬ 
land  and  had  come  in  1838  to  Staten  Island.  Mrs. 
Fetherston  was  born  in  New  Brighton,  in  what  was 
then  the  Belmont  Hotel,  on  Richmond  Terrace.  To 
this  marriage  the  following  children  were  born:  John 
T.,  William  T.,  Harry  A.,  Charles  E.,  Louisita, 
Joseph  A.,  and  Catharine.  All  of  these  children  have 
been  active  in  professions  as  described  herein. 

John  T.  Fetherston  became  an  engineer  of  promi¬ 
nence.  Under  George  Cromwell,  first  president  of 
the  Borough  of  Richmond,  he  acted  as  superintendent 
of  Street  Cleaning  and  later  was  appointed  commis¬ 
sioner  of  Street  Cleaning  by  the  late  Mayor  John 


Purroy  Mitchel,  of  New  York.  During  the  Wbrld 
War  he  was  assigned  the  task  of  superintending  work 
attached  to  the  Muscle  Shoals  development  after 
plans  for  the  building  of  this  huge  project  had  been 
thrashed  out  and  determined  upon  by  army,  naval 
and  private  interests.  He  now  is  vice-president  of 
the  Sterling  Salt  Company  and  located  at  the  present 
time  at  Cuylerville,  New  York,  in  which  district  the 
development  of  rock  salt  mines  is  being  carried  out 
on  a  large  scale. 

Hon.  William  T.  Fetherston  (see  accompany  biog¬ 
raphy).  Harry  A.  Fetherston  is  an  electrical  engi¬ 
neer  by  profession,  and  is  associated  with  a  large 
electrical  equipment  manufacturing  company  in  the 
Bronx.  He  resides  on  Staten  Island  with  his  two 
sisters.  Charles  E.  Fetherston,  an  architect,  is  also 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Joseph  A.  Fether¬ 
ston,  a  civil  engineer,  was  connected  for  many  years 
with  Huyler’s,  Incorporated,  as  production  manager. 
He  is  now  a  consulting  engineer  for  various  indus¬ 
trial  concerns  and  lives  in  Brooklyn.  Louisita  Fether¬ 
ston  holds  the  position  of  librarian  at  the  Staten 
Island  Academy  and  is  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
that  institution.  Catharine  Fetherston  is  a  teacher 
in  Public  School  No.  17,  New  Brighton. 

The  death  of  John  J.  Fetherston  occurred  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  1925,  at  his  home,  No.  16  Lenox  Place,  New 
Brighton.  Funeral  services  were  held  from  St. 
Peter’s  Church,  New  Brighton,  where  he  had  wor¬ 
shipped  since  coming  to  Staten  Island.  Interment 
took  place  in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery. 


HON.  WILLIAM  T.  FETHERSTON— The 

Sanitary  Code,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Health  of  the  City  of  New  York  as  a  standard  for 
this  important  branch  of  public  welfare  work,  has 
been  brought  to  its  present  efficient  status  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Judge  Fetherston.  Much  of 
the  arduous  work  of  revising  and  amending  this 
code  to  meet  the  newer  and  more  urgent  conditions 
that  a  growing  city  always  presents  was  accomplished 
by  him.  As  a  prominent  member  of  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession  on  Staten  Island  his  exceptional  qualities  and 
attainments  won  him  at  first  a  post  as  Judge  of 
Magistrate’s  Court  and  later  an  appointment  as  a 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Special  Sessions.  He  occupies 
the  latter  position  at  the  present  time  and  is  respected 
as  a  jurist  of  upright  integrity  amply  blessed  with  a 
clear  understanding  of  human  nature. 

Judge  Fetherston  was  born  in  New  Brighton,  De¬ 
cember  14,  1876,  the  son  of  John  J.  and  Catharine 
(Turney)  Fetherston.  The  elder  Fetherston  was  an 
outstanding  citizen  on  Staten  Island,  a  story  of  his 
career  accompanying  this  biography. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  obtained 
at  St.  Peter’s  Academy  and  Public  School  No.  35. 
After  graduating  from  the  latter  school  he  attended 
Packard’s  Business  College,  New  York.  His  pre¬ 
liminary  education  completed,  the  younger  Fether¬ 
ston  in  1899  obtained  a  situation  with  the  Health 
Department  of  New  York  City,  in  the  Richmond 
County  Branch.  After  continuing  in  this  capacity 
until  1909,  he  was  appointed  a  clerk  in  the  corpora¬ 
tion  counsel’s  office,  representing  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  in  this  service.  Ever  desirous  of  gathering  a 
knowledge  of  the  practice  of  law  and  hoping  some 
day  to  become  a  member  of  the  bar,  he  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  every  opportunity  to  gain  insight  into  this 
profession.  Beginning  with  a  practical  experience 
that  was  gleaned  from»  the  clerical  work  set  before 
him  and  from  the  men  with  whom  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated,  he  furthered  his  efforts  by  attending  Ford- 
ham  Law  School.  Later  he  passed  the  required 
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examinations,  and  in  1914  won  admittance  to  the  bar 
and  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  law  department 
within  the  department  of  health,  thus  succeeding 
George  P.  Foulk  who  had  retired. 

Accordingly,  as  the  scope  of  this  latter  work  be¬ 
came  increased  substantially,  Judge  Fetherston’s  re¬ 
sponsibilities  and  duties  were  made  larger.  He 
labored  long  and  earnestly  at  this  post  until  in  1918 
he  was  rewarded  by  an  appointment  as  counsel  to 
the  Board  of  Health  under  the  Department  of 
Health,  his  office,  with  its  many  legal  tasks,  required 
the  entire  time  of  a  person  specially  trained. 

During  Judge  Fetherston’s  incumbency  of  this 
post,  which  continued  under  five  successive  Health 
Commissioners,  he  was  instrumental,  with  other 
learned  associates,  in  revising  and  amending  the 
Sanitary  Code  in  all  its  branches.  With  a  task  of 
no  small  magnitude  facing  them  these  men  molded 
together  new  health  regulations  and  requirements 
born  of  a  knowledge  of  changing  conditions  in  one 
of  the  world’s  fastest-growing  cities.  Their  finished 
product  was  a  code,  not  unwieldy  and  narrow,  but 
sane  in  nature  and  capable  of  being  operated  flexibly 
and  with  justice.  At  the  time  of  the  retirement  of 
our  subject,  in  1921,  many  improvements  in  the  city 
health  system  which  were  outgrowths  of  this  code, 
were  noted.  Other  cities  throughout  New  York 
State  followed  this  lead  and  enacted  similar  meas¬ 
ures  in  the  remedying  of  their  respective  Sanitary 
Codes,  and  to  a  large  extent  throughout  the  Nation 
these  same  principles  were  inculcated  into  public 
health  systems.  They  covered  mainly  the  preservation 
of  the  health  of  industrial  workers  and  other  em¬ 
ployees;  the  purity  of  foods  and  drugs;  control  of 
contagious  and  infectious  diseases;  sanitation  reform 
and  kindred  subjects. 

On  the  subject  of  municipal  health  laws  Judge 
Fetherston  was  regarded  by  many  as  an  outstand¬ 
ing  authority  and  it  is  certain  that  in  this  respect 
he  did  valuable  service  to  the  City  of  New  York. 
Acting  upon  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  results  of 
this  service,  Mayor  Hylan  appointed  him  a  city 
magistrate  in  1921.  He  occupied  this  position,  sitting 
as  one  of  Richmond  Borough’s  magistrates,  until 
1924,  when  Mayor  Hylan  again  honored  him  by 
sanctioning  his  appointment  as  a  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Special  Sessions.  Thus  during  the  past 
six  years  he  has  held  this  position  with  dignity  and 
has  served  diligently  in  that  office.  It  is  his  duty 
and  that  of  his  fellow-judges  to  travel  throughout 
the  five  boroughs  to  try  cases  bound  over  from  the 
Magistrates’  Courts.  In  addition  to  this,  he  is  as¬ 
signed  to  the  appellate  term  of  his  court  which  hears 
and  determines  all  appeals  from  the  judgment  of  this 
Magistrate’s  Court. 

Judge  Fetherston  is  an  active  member  of  the  North 
Shore  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association;  the  Richmond 
Council,  Knights  of  Columbus;  Richmond  County 
Country  Club  and  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences.  A  staunch  Democrat,  he  is  most 
active  in  the  Richmond  County  Democratic  organ¬ 
ization.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Staten  Island 
Savings  Bank  and  greatly  interested  in  other  activ¬ 
ities,  having  as  their  aim  the  civic  welfare  of  this 
borough. 

The  marriage  of  Judge  Fetherston  took  place  on 
August  1,  1906,  to  Eleanor  M.  Morgan,  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Catherine  (Marx)  Morgan,  who  were 
both  natives  of  England.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Fether¬ 
ston  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Dorothy,  who 
attends  Notre  Dame  Academy.  The  Fetherston  fam¬ 
ily  residence  is  in  Fort  Hill  Park,  New  Brighton. 


EARL  T.  SHORTT — Perseverance,  thrift  and 
business  acumen  are  the  fundamental  principles 
underlying  the  success  of  Earl  T.  Shortt,  president 
of  the  Richmond  County  Automobile  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  who  rose  from  work  in  a  shipyard  at  twenty- 
five  cents  a  day  to  the  position  of  one  of  the  largest 
motor  car  dealers  on  Staten  Island. 

Mr.  Shortt  was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  August  27, 
1884,  the  son  of  Isaac  C.  and  Alice  (Tribet)  Shortt, 
both  natives  of  that  State.  After  the  death  of  his 
mother,  while  he  was  still  an  infant,  his  father 
brought  him  to  this  borough  where  the  former  be¬ 
came  a  successful  merchant  in  Port  Richmond  and 
remained  in  this  undertaking  until  his  death  in  1912. 
After  receiving  the  education  afforded  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  time  the  young  Shortt,  then  a  mere 
lad,  secured  his  first  position  in  the  John  H.  Starns 
Shipyard  on  Staten  Island,  where  he  served  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  of  three  years  as  a  machinist  and  me¬ 
chanic.  Later  he  became  interested  in  the  study  of 
gas  engines  and  for  eighteen  months  thereafter  was 
employed  by  various  contracting  concerns,  ever  add¬ 
ing  to  his  knowledge  of  mechanics. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Shortt  specialized  in 
the  repair  of  motor  boats,  automobiles  and  other  land 
and  sea  craft  using  gas  engines.  His  first  repair 
shop,  located  on  Maple  Avenue,  Port  Richmond,  was 
built  by  his  own  hand  and  here  he  began  a  newer 
business  venture  by  specializing  exclusively  in  the 
repair  of  automobiles.  A  wrecking  car,  the  first 
of  its  kind  in  Richmond  County,  was  built  by  him 
for  all  towing  jobs  and  other  outside  work  and  he 
is  also  recorded  as  repairing  the  first  motorcycle 
used  on  Staten  Island,  an  odd-looking  contraption 
with  two  wheels  on  front  and  one  on  the  rear.  The 
repair  business  was  successful  from  the  beginning 
and  in  1903  he  entered  the  used  car  field  by  estab¬ 
lishing  a  sales  room  for  used  machines  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  repair  business. 

During  the  years  that  followed  prior  to  1920,  Mr. 
Shortt’s  establishment  branched  out,  with  the  result 
that  he  possessed  the  exclusive  agencies  for  various 
new  cars,  including  the  Chalmers,  Mitchell,  Durant, 
Oldsmobile,  Studebaker  and  others.  In  19x4,  while 
handling  the  Oldsmobile  agency  an  incident  oc¬ 
curred  which  six  years  later  led  to  the  founding  of 
his  present  business.  Edward  Wisely,  then  engaged 
in  the  warehouse  business,  was  in  need  of  several 
durable  and  serviceable  trucks  in  conducting  his  own 
enterprise  and  accordingly  sought  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Shortt  as  to  the  make  of  truck  which  might  be  best 
suited  to  his  needs.  He  was  advised  by  the  latter 
to  purchase  the  Packard  truck,  which  he  did,  much 
to  his  satisfaction.  In  the  years  that  followed  Mr. 
Wisely  became  a  large  user  of  this  make  of  truck 
and  consequently,  in  1920,  when  the  Packard  officials 
were  searching  for  an  agent  for  their  pleasure  cars 
on  Staten  Island,  he  was  asked  to  suggest  a  dealer 
for  this  car.  Mr.  Shortt  was  selected  on  his  advice 
and  these  two  men  established  the  Shortt  Motor 
Sales,  Incorporated.  The  quarters  then  occupied  by 
Mr.  Shortt  as  agent  for  various  motor  cars  at  No. 
1784  Richmond  Terrace  were  too  small  and  con¬ 
sequently  additional  buildings  were  erected  by  the  two 
partners,  the  design,  purchase  of  material  and  con¬ 
struction  being  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  Shortt.  The  establishment  is  located  here  at  the 
present  time. 

Though  Mr.  Shortt’s  activities  are  now  principally 
concerned  with  the  executive  and  sales  end  of  his 
business,  nevertheless,  he  remembers  his  years  as  a 
mechanic  and  repair  man  with  considerable  relish. 
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One  incident,  in  particular,  remains  firm  in  his 
memory.  While  he  was  working  as  a  mechanic  years 
ago  the  Staten  Island  Power  Plant  broke  down, 
causing  a  curtailment  of  electrical  power  through¬ 
out  the  island.  He  therefore  hoisted  an  automobile 
on  a  couple  of  jacks  and  by  means  of  a  belt-drive 
furnished  power  to  operate  a  moving  picture  machine 
in  one  of  the  local  houses. 

Mr.  Shortt  is  a  member  of  several  automobile 
associations  and  clubs.  After  serving  as  vice  president 
of  the  Richmond  County  Automobile  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  he  was  elected  president  of  this  organization 
and  has  acted  in  this  capacity  for  the  past  two  years. 
In  this  connection  he  has  been  instrumental  in  stag¬ 
ing  the  annual  automobile  show  which  the  associa¬ 
tion  sponsors,  wherein  the  new  models  of  prac¬ 
tically  every  automobile  manufacturing  concern  in  the 
country  are  displayed  here  by  local  dealers.  This 
task  has  entailed  long  hours  of  planning  with  careful 
attention  to  a  thousand  and  one  details  which  the 
supervision  of  such  an  undertaking  requires.  The 
show  itself  is  usually  of  a  week’s  duration. 

Mr.  Shortt  is  also  associated  with  civic,  social  and 
fraternal  organizations  in  this  borough  and  within 
the  latter  group  he  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  One  of  his 
favorite  diversions  is  hunting,  a  sport  in  which  he 
engages  during  his  vacation  time. 

The  marriage  of  Earl  T.  Shortt  took  place  in  Port 
Richmond,  on  June  20,  1906,  to  Nettie  Van  Pelt, 
of  an  old  Staten  Island  family.  His  wife  passed 
away  on  February  11,  1922,  leaving  one  son,  Earl 
J.  Shortt,  born  June  1,  1907,  formerly  associated  with 
the  Staten  Island  Edison  Company,  now  with  his 
father  in  the  Packard  agency;  and  a  daughter, 
Hazel,  born  November  15  1916.  She  is  a  student  in 
the  Port  Richmond  public  schools.  The  Shortt  home 
is  situated  at  No.  44  Dongan  Street,  West  Brighton. 


WILLIS  F.  MESCHENMOSER— In  the  recent 
passing  of  Willis  F.  Meschenmoser  from  this  sphere 
of  life,  New  Dorp  lost  one  of  its  prominent  and 
esteemed  citizens.  He  came  here  nearly  thirty  years 
ago,  shortly  before  his  marriage,  and  during  the  sub¬ 
sequent  years  aided  generously  in  the  social  and  civic 
advance  of  the  community.  He  was  a  man  of  high 
intellectual  attainment  and  given  to  various  studies 
and  practices  which  he  so  usefully  put  in  operation 
during  his  busy  career.  More  could  be  written  than 
contained  herein,  but  the  narrative  following  suffi¬ 
ciently  describes  the  spirit  and  ambition  of  a  typical 
American  lad  in  his  development  to  the  state  of  man¬ 
hood  and  citizenship. 

His  father,  William  Meschenmoser,  a  native  of 
Baden,  Germany,  and  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Heidelberg,  was  a  chemist.  The  elder  Meschen¬ 
moser,  upon  his  arrival  here  in  1869  became  a  part¬ 
ner  in  the  drug  business  of  Otto  Gillig,  his  brother- 
in-law.  Mr.  Gillig  was  one  of  Brooklyn’s  well  known 
business  men,  and  his  brother,  Henry  Gillig,  was  a 
financier  of  note  and  one  of  the  contributors  to  the 
fund  for  the  placing  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty.  While 
engaged  in  this  partnership,  Mr.  Meschenmoser 
studied  in  the  School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  City  of 
New  York  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1873. 
And  then  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Brooklyn,  and  later 
in  New  York.  He  and  his  wife,  Emma  Gillig,  who 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  of  German  parent¬ 
age,  were  the  parents  of  two  children:  Willis  F., 
our  subject,  and  Bertha  E.,  who  married  Robert  L. 
Stewart  of  Roselle  Park,  New  Jersey. 

&.  I. — 8 


At  an  early  age,  Willis  F.  Meschenmoser  showed 
considerable  aptitude  for  mechanics  and  things  scien¬ 
tific.  While  attending  public  school  in  Brooklyn, 
where  he  was  born  December  4,  1876,  and  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  upon  the  removal  of  his  par¬ 
ents  there,  he  thought  that  a  scholastic  education 
which  he  had  an  opportunity  of  receiving  was  not 
preferable  to  his  desire  to  start  out  independently 
to  earn  his  own  way  in  life.  It  was  a  task  for  his 
father  to  keep  him  interested  in  school;  so  at  twelve 
years  of  age  he  was  given  work  as  an  errand  boy  in 
his  father’s  drug  store.  During  this  time  he  received 
private  tutoring  at  home  which  was  insisted  upon. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  ventured  out  in  the  big 
world  of  affairs  alone  and  spent  nearly  a  year  in 
travel  going  as  far  as  the  West  Coast.  Upon  his 
return,  the  spirit  of  his  wanderlust  was  appeased  and 
from  1890  to  1893  he  served  an  apprenticeship  in  the 
general  machine  shop  of  H.  Fox  in  New  York, 
becoming  a  first  class  machinist. 

Following  this  until  1897  he  was  employed  by  and 
became  superintendent  for  the  Excelsior  Fur  and 
Glove  Sewing  Machine  Company  of  Albany.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  continued  his  studies,  taking  up 
mechanical  and  electrical  engineering,  and  had  also 
become  a  French  and  Latin  student.  During  the  latter 
part  of  1897  he  entered  business  for  himself,  and  with 
very  little  capital  but  with  a  world  of  experience  and 
an  ingenious  mind  he  designed  and  constructed  spe¬ 
cial  tools  and  appliances  and  did  engine  repair  and 
mill  work  in  his  shop  in  Houston  Street,  New  York. 
In  1899  he  became  connected  with  the  F.  W.  Mills 
Manufacturing  Company  as  superintendent,  builders 
of  automatic  machinery  in  Philadelphia.  He  resigned 
from  the  Mills  firm  and  in  1903-04  he  again  entered 
business  for  himself  in  Cortlandt  Street,  New  York, 
as  a  general  mechanical  and  electrical  designer  and 
builder. 

In  1904  he  attained  high  position  in  the  engineer¬ 
ing  profession  when  he  became  connected  with  the 
Kinsman  Block  System  Company  of  New  York. 
Among  his  work  was  the  installation  of  a  signal 
block  system  between  Leavenworth  and  Kansas  City 
while  with  Kinsman  firm.  He  was  chief  engineer  for 
this  company  five  years  and  patented  and  installed  the 
electric  signals  and  devices  for  the  Hudson-Manhattan 
Railway  Tubes  under  the  Hudson  River  between 
New  York  and  New  Jersey.  William  G.  McAdoo, 
later  a  member  of  President  Wilson’s  cabinet,  was 
president  of  the  railway  and  both  he  and  Mr. 
Meschenmoser  were  close  friends  and  frequently  con¬ 
ferred  on  important  matters  concerning  tunnel  work. 

In  1909,  on  account  of  ill  health  he  resigned  active 
duties,  but  remained  as  consulting  engineer  for  the 
Kinsman  people  whenever  his  advice  was  needed. 
He  did  not  remain  idle  long,  for  again  in  the  fore 
part  of  1909,  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  vice- 
president  and  treasurer  of  Russell  and  Stoll  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  of  New  York,  manufacturers 
of  marine  equipment,  which  position  he  held  until 
his  death. 

Mr.  Meschenmoser  was  an  inventor  of  more  than 
passing  significance,  having  a  number  of  patents  to 
his  credit.  As  early  as  the  age  of  eighteen  he  invented 
a  machine  for  the  fur  and  glove  industry.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  partial  list  of  his  mechanical  accom¬ 
plishments:  1894-97 — Designed  and  built  small  spe¬ 
cial  machines,  tools  and  fixtures;  1897-99 — Designed 
and  made  considerable  dies  and  cutting  tools;  1899- 
1903 — Designed  and  built  automatic  machines,  pat¬ 
terns,  jigs,  dies,  etc.;  1903-04 — General  mechanical 
and  electrical  designer,  also  designed  camera  and 
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stereopticon  for  making  and  projecting  photographic 
plates  approximately  six  feet  in  diameter  for  use  at 
World’s  Fair;  1904-26 — Designed  a  large  electrical 
fountain,  had  general  supervision  of  drawing  room 
and  field  work.  Designed  and  built  complete  com¬ 
bination  engine  and  speed  lathe  swing  including 
compound  rest  and  special  tools.  Designed  and  made 
two  self  winding  second  pendulums  and  made  im¬ 
provements  in  watch  movements.  He  also  designed 
and  built  an  electric  clock  now  in  the  possession  of 
his  daughter.  Made  patterns  and  built  model  of 
New  York  Central  Engine  999. 

He  was  an  intense  student  of  many  subjects  and 
his  mind  was  a  veritable  encyclopedia.  A  number 
of  papers  written  by  him  were  read  before  scien¬ 
tific  audiences,  as  well  as  published  in  magazines  of 
his  profession.  He  was  particularly  fond  and  versed 
in  engineering,  chemistry  and  marine  matters,  as  well 
as  informed  on  the  subject  of  medicine.  Sentiments 
such  as  contained  in  poetry  were  a  source  of  diver¬ 
sion  to  him  and  often  he  would  write  impromptu 
some  verse  that  struck  his  fancy.  At  his  home  he 
had  a  complete  laboratory  for  research  work.  He 
was  fond  of  music,  and  was  among  the  pioneers  on 
Staten  Island  to  use  a  radio  receiving  set. 

His  affiliations  were  mostly  professional  in  char¬ 
acter,  among  them  being:  Chairman  of  the  Marine 
Committee  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical 
Engineers;  member  of  the  American  Chemical,  An¬ 
tiquarian,  Mineralogical  and  Microscopic  Society; 
the  Metallurgical  Engineers;  the  American  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Advancement  of  Science;  the  New  York 
Electrical  League;  the  Manhattan  Rifle  and  Revolver 
and  the  United  States  Revolver  associations.  On 
Staten  Island  he  was  active  in  various  ways.  He 
was  a  director  of  the  South  Shore  Bank,  member 
of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
New  Dorp  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Democratic  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Richmond  County. 

Mr.  Meschenmoser  married,  July  2,  1900,  in  St. 
Patrick’s  Church  at  Richmond,  Jeanette  J.  Lake, 
daughter  of  Major  Arthur  Gifford  and  Anna  (Del- 
any)  Lake,  well  known  Staten  Islanders.  (The  fam¬ 
ily  history  of  the  Lakes  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.)  To  Willis  F.  and  Jeanette  J.  (Lake)  Meschen¬ 
moser  one  child  was  born,  J.  Alberta,  now  the  wife 
of  Dr.  H.  Dean  Smith,  son  of  Dr.  J.  A.  and  Caroline 
Smith  of  New  Dorp.  Dr.  H.  Dean  and  J.  Alberta 
(Meschenmoser)  Smith  have  two  children:  Hamilton 
Dean,  Jr.,  and  Mary  Gifford. 

While  on  a  cruise  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  wife, 
Mr.  Meschenmoser  died  on  board  the  steamship 
“Columbus”  at  Havana  on  March  16,  1926,  the  news 
of  his  death  being  a  shock  and  causing  much  sorrow 
among  the  many  who  knew  him.  He  was  buried 
subsequently  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery,  at  New 
Dorp. 

Mrs.  Meschenmoser  has  been  most  active  in  a 
number  of  civic  and  charitable  works  on  Staten 
Island.  She  is  a  member  of  the  local  school  board, 
the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the 
Staten  Island  Garden  Club,  the  Staten  Island  Chap¬ 
ter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
and  the  Sulgrave  Institute  of  New  York.  The  Lake 
family  has  been  resident  on  the  island  since  pioneer 
times. 


HOSEA  ELLSWORTH  WALKER,  M.  D.— 

During  pioneer  times  individuals  and  families  from 
various  countries  of  the  Old  World  made  up  the 
population  of  our  island,  but  in  its  more  current  era, 
the  proximity  to  the  great  metropolis  of  New  York, 
brought  people  to  this  pleasant  countryside  and  beach¬ 


front  resort  where  an  ideal  home  and  social  life  was  to 
be  found.  Along  with  this  influx  there  also  came 
others  from  near  and  distant  States  and  in  this 
instance  a  representative  of  the  West  came  here  to 
dwell  slightly  more  than  thirty  years  ago. 

Dr.  Hosea  E.  Walker  was  a  native  of  Missouri, 
where  he  was  born  in  Springfield  on  August  2,  1865, 
the  son  of  James  T.  and  Margaret  (Mullings) 
Walker.  His  family  who  had  been  long  known  in 
that  place  originally  went  to  Missouri  from  the  East. 
Dr.  Walker  was  educated  in  Springfield,  first  in  the 
local  schools  and  prepared  for  higher  education  at 
Drury  College.  After  graduation  from  the  latter 
institution  he  came  to  New  York  City  in  the  fall 
of  1888.  He  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  and  subsequently  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  class  of  1893,  from 
the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  School.  His  interne- 
ship  was  served  in  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  in  Man¬ 
hattan  and  later  he  became  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  here  on  the  island  where 
he  was  associated  for  two  decades. 

During  his  years  of  general  practice  his  home 
was  at  No.  1300  Bay  Street,  opposite  St.  John’s 
Church  and  while  a  resident  his  service  extended 
to  many  parts  of  the  island.  He  had  many  friends 
among  the  members  of  the  Richmond  County  Med¬ 
ical  Society  and  Tompkins  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  in  both  of  which  he  was  affiliated. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Walker  occurred  on  August 
15,  1917,  he  having  barely  completed  fifty-two  years 
of  useful  life.  The  memory  of  this  gentleman  and 
physician  is  still  cherished  by  those  who  knew  him. 
The  burial  of  Dr.  Walker  took  place  in  his  native 
State  and  birthplace,  where  his  father  survived  at 
that  time. 

On  February  27,  1894,  Dr.  Walker  married 
Pauline  M.  Hildebrand,  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Margaret  J.  (Schuler)  Hildebrand,  of  New  York 
City.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union:  x. 
Frederick  T.,  who  died  in  infancy.  2.  Hosea  E.,  Jr., 
born  December  22,'  1894,  died  March  24,  1929,  was 
educated  in  public  school  and  graduated  from  Curtis 
High  School  in  1911.  He  then  entered  Brooklyn 
Polytechnic  Institute  to  pursue  a  course  in  engineer¬ 
ing,  and  with  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into 
the  World  War,  he  enlisted  in  the  army  and  received 
his  early  military  training  at  the  Plattsburg  Train¬ 
ing  Camp  for  Officers  where  he  was  commissioned 
first  lieutenant.  He  became  attached  to  the  56th 
United  States  Engineers  and  was  promoted  to  cap¬ 
tain.  His  service  in  France  lasted  nearly  eighteen 
months,  much  of  which  time  he  was  an  actual  com¬ 
batant  on  the  front.  3.  Margaret  P.,  who  was  born 
April  17,  1903,  died  April  8,  1925,  was  educated  in 
a  local  private  school  and  for  a  time  taught  in  the 
public  schools.  She  married  Walter  A.  McLaren,  of 
Kingston,  New  York  and  they  had  one  son,  Walter  A. 

In  the  spring  of  1919,  after  receiving  his  honorable 
discharge,  he  prepared  to  follow  his  profession  as  an 
engineer.  However,  he  entered  the  automobile  busi¬ 
ness,  later  joining  the  famous  Mack  Truck  firm  and 
about  1927  became  sales  manager  for  the  district  of 
Staten  Island.  The  Alpha  Chi  Rho  college  frater¬ 
nity  and  other  affiliations  were  held  by  him. 

Captain  Walker  married  Emily  Crabtree,  of  an 
old  island  family,  of  New  Brighton,  and  they  had 
two  children:  James  T.,  born  January  25,  1920,  and 
Elaine  M.,  born  July  9,  1923. 


ELIZABETH  ALBERTA  GALLOWAY— 

Numbered  prominently  among  the  local  residents  of 
present  time  are  many  who  are  helping  to  keep  alive 
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the  spirit  of  American  pride  with  which  their  fore¬ 
bears  were  imbued.  Within  this  group  of  worthy 
citizens  one  comes  upon  Elizabeth  Alberta  Galloway 
of  Port  Richmond  at  present  attached  to  the  office 
of  the  United  States  District  Attorney  in  Brooklyn 
and  who  is  a  descendant  of  a  distinguished  line  of 
ancestors. 

The  birth  of  Elizabeth  A.  Galloway  took  place  in 
Giffords,  Staten  Island,  her  parents  being  Charles 
Sands  and  Emma  J.  (Romer)  Galloway.  She  was 
the  youngest  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  having 
seven  sisters  and  one  brother.  They  were:  Ada  K., 
Carrie  E.,  Lillian  M.,  Emma  A.,  Bertie  E.,  Harriet 
L.,  Charles  I.,  and  Annie  E. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Miss  Galloway  was  John 
Galloway  who  was  born  in  1761.  He  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Du  Bois,  a  descendant  of  a  family  whose  early 
members  were  of  the  nobility  of  France  in  that 
portion  of  the  country  known  as  Normandy.  In  the 
heraldric  records  of  France  which  are  included  in  a 
brilliant  epoch  of  that  country’s  history,  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Du  Bois  family  are  often  mentioned. 
Later,  when  William  the  Conqueror  led  a  determined 
band  of  Norman  soldiers  into  England  to  conquer  the 
Anglo-Saxons  he  had  under  his  command  one  Goef- 
froi  Du  Bois,  a  Knight  of  Bannert,  from  whom  a 
long  line  of  descendants  is  traced. 

The  direct  ancestor  of  the  American  branch  of  the 
Du  Bois  family  group  was  Chretien  (Christian)  Du 
Bois  of  Wickers,  in  the  Department  of  Artois  in 
Flanders,  afterwards  a  part  of  France.  From  this 
eminent  French  official  and  citizen  the  Du  Bois  line 
is  traced  down  through  the  years  following  to  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Du  Bois,  born  September  17,  1761,  one  of  the 
representatives  of  the  many  Du  Bois  families  settling 
in  New  York  State. 

Her  husband,  John  Galloway,  fought  in  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  War  being  attached  to  Platts  Regiment, 
Van  Santford’s  Company,  during  the  seven  years 
contest  for  freedom  from  English  rule.  He  was  like¬ 
wise  mentioned  in  the  roster  of  State  Troops  (Orange 
County,  New  York).  He  and  his  wife  had  three 
children,  Catherine,  Eliza  and  Zacharia  D.  John 
Galloway  died  March  19,  1855,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four. 

The  grandfather  of  Miss  Galloway  was  Zacharia 
Du  Bois  Galloway.  He  was  married  to  Catherine 
Thompson.  To  this  union  seven  children  were  born: 
Albert,  Catherine,  William,  Elsie,  John,  Ellen  and 
Charles  S.  The  children  were  all  born  in  Orange 
County,  New  York. 

The  birth  of  the  youngest,  Charles  Sands,  the  father 
of  Elizabeth  A.  Galloway,  occurred  in  Scotchtown, 
known  as  Bloomingburg,  Orange  County,  Septem- 
2,  1831.  He  served  as  a  soldier  of  Company  D,  8th 
Regiment,  Maine,  in  the  Civil  War  after  which  he 
settled  down  as  a  farmer  on  Staten  Island.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Emma  J.  (Romer)  Galloway,  who  was  born 
September  20,  1848,  in  New  Dorp.  Though  eighty- 
one  years  of  age  she  lives  here  in  the  best  of  health. 
She  is  still  active  and  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and 
charm.  She  and  her  husband  had  nine  children  of 
which  our  subject,  Elizabeth  A.  Galloway,  was  the 
youngest. 

Miss  Galloway  received  her  early  education  in  the 
local  schools  of  her  native  district  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  further  training  at  Stapleton,  Curtis  Eve¬ 
ning  High  School,  and  Brandon  Stevens  Institute. 
Some  years  later  she  entered  the  occupation  with 
which  she  is  identified  today.  After  first  beginning 
her  work  as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  United  States 
District  Attorney  in  Brooklyn  she  now  holds  the 
position  of  assistant  chief  clerk. 
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Besides  being  interested  in  work  aiming  at  the 
betterment  of  the  community  in  which  she  lives  she 
is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond.  She  has  attained  membership  in  the  society  of 
the  Daughters  of  America  and  is  an  active  worker 
in  other  causes.  Her  residence  is  at  No.  938  Post 
Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


CHARLES  A.  MARSHALL — The  legal  profes¬ 
sion  with  its  able  minds  and  trusted  councilors  has 
ever  been  prominently  represented  in  Tottenville,  as 
well  as  elsewhere,  ajnong  the  higher  pursuits  of  life. 
The  late  Charles  A.  Marshall  of  Tottenville  was  a 
well-known  practitioner  at  the  Bar  of  the  State  of 
New  York  and  was  also  among  those  of  such  befit¬ 
ting  complement  as  these  foregoing  lives  infer. 

Charles  A.  Marshall  was  the  son  of  Captain  John 
and  Hettie  (Androvette)  Marshall,  both  of  old  South 
Shore  families.  The  Androvettes,  in  particular,  came 
to  settle  on  Staten  Island  during  the  early  part  of 
our  history  and  have  given  willingly  of  their  aid  in 
the  development  of  this  county.  During  late  years, 
even  though  a  few  of  their  number  removed  to  other 
places,  they  have  become  numerously  represented  here. 

Hettie  (Androvette)  Marshall,  mother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Susan  (Manee) 
Androvette.  Her  father  was  the  son  of  an  earlier 
Charles  Androvette,  while  her  mother,  born  in  1811, 
was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Prior) 
Manee.  The  marriage  of  John  Marshall  to  “Hetty” 
Ann  Androvette,  as  related  in  the  records  of  the 
Woodrow  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  occurred 
May  22,  1870,  at  the  home  of  Charles  Androvette 
in  Kreischerville. 

The  birth  of  Charles  A.  Marshall  took  place  Jan¬ 
uary  10,  1872,  at  Kreischerville  but  early  in  his  life 
his  family  removed  to  Tottenville  where  most  of  his 
life  was  spent.  He  first  attended  Public  School,  No. 
1,  and  later  entered  the  New  York  School  of  Law 
from  which  he  graduated  with  honors.  Beginning  a 
legal  practice  of  his  own  he  soon  became  one  of 
Staten  Island’s  leading  attorneys,  with  offices  at  No. 
36  Richmond  Terrace,  St.  George,  and  in  Totten¬ 
ville. 

For  many  years  he  was  a  director  of  the  Richmond 
County  Building  and  Mutual  Loan  Association  and 
became  president  of  this  organization  in  1916,  hold¬ 
ing  this  post  until  the  time  of  his  death.  In  politics 
Mr.  Marshall  was  a  Republican,  having  twice  been 
chosen  as  a  candidate  for  Assemblyman  but  was  not 
elected.  He  served  on  the  county  committee  for  a 
number  of  years.  Under  the  Republican  emblem  he 
also  ran  for  District  Attorney,  but  in  this  overwhelm¬ 
ing  Democratic  community  lost  after  a  strenuous 
conflict. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  and  in  1928 
was  made  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Richmond  County  Masonic  District.  He  was  a  de¬ 
voted  member  of  this  fraternal  order,  being  affiliated 
with  Huguenot  Lodge  of  which  he  was  a  Past 
Master  and  for  some  time  Past  High  Priest  of  the 
Staten  Island  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  was 
also  once  Grand  Tall  Cedar  of  Staten  Island  Forest, 
Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon;  member  of  the  United 
Council,  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics 
and  was  closely  affiliated  with  the  forward  move¬ 
ments  of  the  community. 

On  October  2,  1902,  Mr.  Marshall  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Sprague,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Phoebe 
Jane  (Manee)  Sprague  of  Tottenville.  Both  the 
Manee  and  Sprague  families  are  of  pioneer  Staten 
Island  stock.  No  children  were  born  to  this  union. 
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In  the  year  1928,  after  undergoing  what  was  ap¬ 
parently  a  slight  operation  at  the  General  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Manhattan,  Mr.  Marshall  developed 
septic  poison  which  in  turn  led  to  his  death  on  Sep¬ 
tember  5  of  that  year.  Known  widely  as  he  was 
throughout  the  island  and  elsewhere,  his  demise  was 
a  sad  loss  to  his  family  and  many  friends  and  to  the 
community  at  large.  Besides  those  close  to  him  who 
were  bereaved,  there  were  representatives  from  all 
walks  of  life  with  whom  he  had  come  in  contact  in 
his  legal  practice  and  members  of  the  various  organiza¬ 
tions  to  which  he  belonged,  all  of  whom  gathered 
to  pay  their  last  tribute  and  respect  to  him.  The 
Rev.  Gardner  Howland,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  John  M.  Jacqueth,  pastor  of  the 
Bethel  Church,  officiated  at  the  home  services  and 
the  Masonic  Ritual  followed. 

Besides  his  wife  Mr.  Marshall  was  survived  by 
his  father,  Captain  John  Marshall,  and  three  sisters, 
Mrs.  Henry  C.  Elfers,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Campbell  and 
Miss  Sue  Marshall  of  Tottenville. 


DANIEL  G.  BRENNAN— One  of  Staten  Island’s 
well  known  attorneys  is  Daniel  G.  Brennan,  who 
has  been  associated  in  the  practice  of  law  with 
Bertram  G.  Eadie  at  St.  George  since  1923.  He  is  a 
native  of  Poultney,  Vermont,  where  he  was  born 
in  1868,  son  of  William  and  Bee  (Geelan)  Brennan, 
both  natives  of  Ireland.  Educated  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State  both  at  Castleton  State  Normal 
School  and  St.  Joseph’s  College,  Burlington,  he  came 
to  New  York  for  his  professional  course  and  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  New  York  Law  School  in  1899.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  State  bar  in  New  York  City 
in  1901,  and  there  practiced  his  profession  until  he 
joined  Mr.  Eadie  at  St.  George  in  1923.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Brennan  married,  in  1908,  Elizabeth  H. 
O’Brien,  of  his  native  State  and  they  settled  on  the 
island.  They  are  communicants  of  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  at  Dongan  Hills,  and  live  in  this  sec¬ 
tion,  at  No.  1174  Old  Town  Road. 


WILLIAM  FREDERICK  WALTER— Of  Ger¬ 
man  parentage,  William  F.  Walter  was  born  at 
Concord,  near  Stapleton,  in  1861,  the  son  of  Fred¬ 
erick  W.  and  Regina  (Koenig)  Walter.  His  parents 
came  to  this  country  in  a  sailing  vessel,  which  in 
those  days  took  seventy-two  days  to  complete  the 
voyage.  In  Germany,  the  elder  Walter  was  in  busi¬ 
ness  as  a  furrier  but  in  this  country  he  believed  that 
the  tailoring  trade  offered  him  greater  opportunities 
and  he  was  engaged  in  that  occupation  until  his 
death  in  1888.  He  was  survived  by  his  widow,  who 
died  in  1890.  Our  subject  has  two  sisters,  as  follows: 
Mrs.  Louisa  Anna  Dorr  and  Mrs.  Emma  Regina 
Bay.  The  latter  is  the  mother  of  a  son,  Walter  E., 
who  holds  an  important  position  with  a  New  York 
firm  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  thread. 

William  F.  Walter  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  school  at  Concord,  which  he  followed  by 
a  course  in  the  parochial  school  at  Stapleton.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  he  started  teaching  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  institution  and  was  there  for  eight  years,  after 
which  he  taught  for  three  years  in  the  public  schools. 
He  then  took  a  position  with  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Staten  Island,  later  absorbed  by  the  Corn  Ex¬ 
change  Bank  and  known  as  the  Staten  Island  Branch 
of  that  institution.  For  over  thirty-nine  years  Mr. 
Walter  has  been  with  the  two  institutions,  and  he 
is  now  in  charge  of  the  safety  deposit  department. 


The  Edgewater  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Asso¬ 
ciation  at  Stapleton  owes  its  existence  partly  to  Mr. 
Walter,  for  he  was  one  of  its  early  officials,  and  is  at 
present  on  the  directorate.  He  is  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  New  Dorp  Moravian  Church  of  Edgewater, 
and  was  instrumental  in  organizing  other  similar 
edifices  of  that  faith.  He  is  a  lover  of  home  life 
and  comforts  and  finds  his  recreation  in  gardening 
and  walking. 

On  September  16,  1890,  Mr.  Walter  married 
Theresa  A.  Reiff,  a  native  of  Dongan  Hills.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Walter  are  the  parents  of  the  following: 
1.  Elizabeth  Regina,  a  talented  musician  who  plays 
the  organ  in  one  of  the  local  theaters.  2.  William 
Clarence,  who  during  the  World  War  was  in  the 
United  States  Army  as  a  motor  mechanic,  and  now 
engaged  in  the  automobile  business  at  Great  Kills. 
He  married  Ruth  Evelyn  Hitchcock,  of  Princes 
Bay,  and  has  a  son,  John  Clarence,  born  in  1921, 


E.  CHAFFEE  SAUNDERS— One  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  members  of  the  community  life  in  Tottenville, 
is  E.  Chaffee  Saunders,  who  has  been  a  teacher  in 
the  Tottenville  High  School  since  it  was  established 
in  1918.  Mr.  Saunders  is  a  man  of  wide  experience 
in  educational  work,  has  much  pedagogic  skill,  and 
Staten  Island  has  been  fortunate  in  securing  his 
services  in  the  instruction  of  the  young.  He  has 
specialized  in  the  teaching  of  history  and  economics, 
and  aside  from  this  work,  he  has  assisted  Mr.  Lowe, 
the  principal,  in  administration  duties.  He  has  been 
active  in  the  various  associations  of  his  profession, 
serving,  in  1924  and  1925,  as  vice-president  of  the 
Staten  Island  Teachers’  Association,  and  in  1926  and 
1927,  as  president  of  this  organization. 

Mr.  Saunders  was  born  on  December  19,  1888,  on 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Street,  New  York, 
a  son  of  William  Daniel  Saunders,  now  deceased, 
and  Agnes  Geraldine  (Griffin)  Saunders,  a  member 
of  the  Hanan  family,  well  known  as  manufacturers 
and  merchants  of  shoes,  of  Bolton,  Massachusetts. 
William  D.  Saunders  was  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  the  South  Baptist  Church  more  than  thirty  years 
ago.  The  Saunders  family  is  ancient  of  England 
and  pioneer  of  America,  a  direct  ancestor  of  the  line 
appearing  in  England  at  the  time  of  Cromwell.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  afterward  settled  in  Vermont,  as  well  as  other 
New  England  States.  Saunderstown,  in  Rhode  Island, 
was  named  after  the  family.  A  Miss  Hendryx  who 
later  became  Mrs.  Saunders,  mother  of  William,  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Pottstown,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  from  this  State  the  family  migrated  to 
Ohio.  William  Saunders  was  born  in  Ohio,  came 
to  New  York  and  lived  for  a  time  in  the  Greenwich 
Village  section.  He  engaged  in  the  paint  business, 
and  later  became  associated  with  the  firm  of  P. 
Mahoney,  wholesale  dealers  in  willow-ware  in  Cooper 
Square  and  died  in  1924,  on  Staten  Island. 

He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  E.  Chaffee,  of  whom  further.  2.  Nelson 
Hendryx,  who  now  resides  in  South  Lancaster,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  where  he  is  in  charge  of  the  educational 
work  of  the  Atlantic  Union  Council  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Adventists.  He  married  Aileen  Dewdney  and 
they  have  one  child,  Audray  Eileen.  3.  Isabel,  who 
married  Samuel  Thomas  Cunningham,  now  deceased, 
a  son  of  George  C.  Cunningham,  who  was  a  busi¬ 
ness  man  also  chief  of  the  local  fire  department,  and 
otherwise  prominent  in  Tottenville.  Samuel  Cunning¬ 
ham  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  City  police 
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force,  and  was  the  first  victim  of  the  vicious  war¬ 
fare  waged  by  modern  gunmen  on  the  police.  His 
wife  and  their  child,  William  George,  survive  him. 

E.  Chaffee  Saunders  attended  Mr.  Lowe’s  kinder¬ 
garten,  and  Public  Schools  Nos.  io,  165,  and  No.  1  in 
the  Bronx,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He  then 
entered  Morris  High  School,  being  graduated  there 
in  June,  1907,  and  later  attended  New  York  Univer¬ 
sity.  Soon  afterward  he  became  principal  of  a  grade 
school  in  Preston,  Connecticut,  where  he  remained 
for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  entered 
the  New  York  City  Training  School  for  Teachers, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  January,  1911.  He  was 
first  assigned  to  Public  School  No.  5,  the  old  Vardon 
school  in  the  Bronx,  and  began  to  specialize  in  his¬ 
tory,  attending  courses  in  New  York  University  and 
at  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  he  taught  history  in  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grades  of  the  school,  and  during  this  time,  he 
took  special  work  in  economics  in  Hunter  College. 
From  Public  School  No.  5,  he  was  transferred  suc¬ 
cessively  to  Public  Schools  Nos.  33  and  28  in  the 
Bronx,  and  then  to  Mott  Street  School,  Public 
School  No.  21  in  Manhattan,  where  he  also  taught 
history.  Finally,  he  began  to  teach  high  school  sub¬ 
jects,  and  in  1918,  when  the  Tottenville  High  School 
was  established,  he  received  his  license  to  teach 
economics  and  became  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Tot¬ 
tenville  High  School,  where  he  has  since  remained. 

Mr.  Saunders  is  active  in  the  civic  and  social  affairs 
in  Tottenville,  and  is  highly  esteemed  there  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen.  During  the  World  War,  he 
tried  repeatedly  to  enlist  in  the  United  States  Army, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  him  that  he 
was  unable  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Saunders  married,  September  2,  1918,  Mae 
Briggs,  a  daughter  of  Lafayette  and  Anna  (Kearns) 
Briggs,  of  old  Westchester  County  families.  Mr. 
Briggs  has  been  associated  with  the  Hudson  and 
Manhattan  Railway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saunders  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Nelson  Hendryx,  2d,  born 
September  8,  1919;  and  Annette  Isabel,  born  June 
27,  1925. 


ALVARO  GARCIA — It  is  decidedly  interest¬ 
ing  to  note  that  while  our  island  has  been  typically 
provincial  in  its  general  background  and  until  more 
recent  years  principally  inhabited  by  pioneer  stock, 
there  have  come  to  dwell  among  us  families  and 
individuals  whose  ancestry  and  careers  are  equally 
interesting,  thus  making  this  community  a  cosmo¬ 
politan  center.  This  story  relates  to  the  Garcia  fam¬ 
ily  nationally  known  in  the  cigar  manufacturing  indus¬ 
try  and  prominent  residents  of  Staten  Island. 

The  birth  of  Alvaro  Garcia  occurred  in  Asturias, 
Spain,  November  12,  1854,  his  family  having  been 
long  resident  in  that  part  of  the  country.  His  edu¬ 
cation  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town 
where  he  remained  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  voyaged  to  Cuba  to  reside  with  his  uncle  and 
become  an  apprentice  to  the  latter  in  the  cigar  busi¬ 
ness.  Six  years  suffered  to  give  him  a  practical 
knowledge  of  cigar  manufacturing  and  in  1876  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  New  York 
City. 

Following  a  year  of  study  at  Calavar  College, 
New  York,  where  he  pursued  a  general  business 
course,  Mr.  Garcia  founded  a  cigar  manufacturing 
concern,  taking  with  him  as  partner  the  late  Jose 
Vega  of  Roselle.  New  Jersey.  Under  the  firm  name 
of  Garcia  and  Vega  they  established  in  the  metrop¬ 
olis,  their  first  plant  on  Pearl  Street  in  the  down¬ 
town  district,  later  moving  uptown  to  Fifty-ninth 
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Street.  Subsequently  a  branch  was  set  up  in  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  but  was  transferred  in  1907  to 
Tampa  within  the  same  State.  At  the  present  time 
the  entire  manufacturing  end  of  the  business  is  con¬ 
fined  to  this  plant,  which  has  been  considerably 
enlarged  and  modernized  of  late. 

Mr.  Garcia  continued  active  in  the  management 
of  the  concern  until  1917  when  ill  health  necessitated 
his  retirement.  On  a  visit  to  Spain  in  1921  he  passed 
away  in  September  of  that  year  at  the  home  of  his 
birth.  He  was  brought  back  to  Staten  Island  where 
he  had  lived  for  more  than  thirty  years,  interment 
taking  place  in  Moravian  Cemetery,  New  Dorp. 
Universally  known  as  Colonel  Garcia,  he  had  borne 
this  appellation  because  of  his  resemblance  to  the  late 
Colonel  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

Mr.  Garcia  had  first  come  to  Staten  Island  about 
1880  principally  as  a  visitor  and  as  one  of  a  group 
who  were  accustomed  to  holding  picnics  in  the 
vicinity  of  Concord.  He  came  here  to  reside  per¬ 
manently  about  the  year  1888,  dwelling  at  first  in 
Stapleton.  In  1891,  however,  he  purchased  property 
from  the  Sir  Roderick  Cameron  estate  in  the  Fort 
Wadsworth  section  and  forthwith  built  a  residence 
on  Grant  Avenue  and  Fingerboard  Road,  which  the 
family  maintains  at  the  current  time.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  of  Spanish  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Brooklyn,  of  which  he  was  Past  Master. 

Alvaro  Garcia  married,  on  May  18,  1888,  Marie 
Mergell,  of  German  descent  and  born  in  Frankfort, 
Germany.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  sons: 
1.  Alvaro  M.,  born  December  19,  1890,  married,  No¬ 
vember  12,  1918,  Gertrude  Stirn,  and  their  children 
are  Emilia  Marie,  born  November  29,  1921,  and 
Edmund  Stirn,  born  March  17,  1926.  2.  Antonio, 
born  October  9,  1891,  married,  June  1,  1920,  Gertrude 
Anderson,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Nan  Doris, 
whose  birth  occurred  April  16,  1923. 

Since  the  death  of  their  father,  Alvaro  and  Antonio 
Garcia  have  conducted  the  cigar  manufacturing  busi¬ 
ness  in  association  with  Francisco  Gongalez  as  a 
third  partner.  Mr.  Gongalez  remains  at  the  plant 
in  Tampa,  Florida.  The  New  York  office  of  the 
firm  is  at  No.  1452  Broadway. 


HON.  THOMAS  KENNY— A  native  son  of 
Staten  Island  who  has  risen  to  a  position  of  promi¬ 
nence  in  the  governmental  affairs  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  Hon.  Thomas  Kenny,  of  St.  George,  has  the 
distinction  of  being  one  of  the  seven  members  of  the 
Tax  and  Assessment  Commission  of  the  Greater  City. 
Mr.  Kenny  has  been  connected  with  municipal  activ¬ 
ities  during  his  entire  career,  acquiring  in  that  time 
a  valuable  fund  of  experience  in  the  operation  and 
direction  of  public  affairs,  which  has  proven  of  great 
worth  in  his  present  office  and  of  material  benefit  to 
the  people  of  this  great  metropolis.  He  is  one  of  the 
well-known  men  in  civic  life,  being  a  true  public- 
spirited  citizen  with  the  interests  of  his  fellowmen 
uppermost  in  his  mind,  while  in  political  circles  he  is 
esteemed  as  an  able  and  upright  leader. 

Mr.  Kenny  was  born  in  West  Brighton,  son  of 
Thomas,  Sr.,  and  Margaret  (Keenan)  Kenny,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Ireland,  as  were  also  his 
grandparents.  Coming  to  the  United  States  about 
i860,  the  elder  Kenny  settled  in  Staten  Island  where 
he  spent  the  following  years  of  his  life  in  beneficial 
and  honored  pursuits.  He  became  active  in  the 
political  affairs  of  the  island  and  served  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  offices:  tax  collector  for  the  town  of  Castle- 
ton  for  two  terms,  beginning  1880;  deputy  internal 
revenue  collector  during  President  Cleveland’s  ad- 
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ministration.  Shortly  after  the  consolidation  of  Rich¬ 
mond  into  Greater  New  York  he  was  appointed 
deputy  superintendent  of  charities  for  the  Borough 
of  Richmond,  which  position  he  held  until  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  various  societies 
and  clubs  and  was  held  in  highest  regard  by  his 
many  friends  and  business  associates.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  December  25,  1906,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year. 

Thomas  Kenny,  the  younger,  was  educated  in  the 
parochial  schools  of  West  New  Brighton  after  which 
he  graduated  from  the  De  La  Salle  Institute  in 
Manhattan.  After  completing  his  studies  here  he 
took  a  course  in  stenography  under  one  of  the  most 
thorough  masters  and  teachers  in  the  profession  at 
Walworth’s  Commercial  College,  also  in  Manhattan. 
From  his  earliest  youth  he  displayed  a  deep  interest 
in  municipal  affairs  and  thus,  upon  acquisition  of  his 
formal  education,  immediately  became  connected  with 
the  legal  and  judicial  life  of  New  York,  having  been 
appointed  by  the  Hon.  Stephen  D.  Stephens  as 
stenographer  of  the  Surrogate  and  County  Courts 
as  well  as  the  Court  of  Special  Sessions.  He  held 
this  position  for  forty  years,  from  April  1,  1886 
until  December  21,  1926,  achieving  a  place  of  impor¬ 
tance  in  the  work  of  the  courts  and  becoming  one  of 
the  most  efficient  and  valued  members  of  the  staff. 
Mr.  Kenny  then  accepted  his  present  post  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  consisting  of  seven  commissioners 
which  controls  the  taxes  and  assessments  of  New 
York  City.  In  this  honored  appointment  he  has  ever 
continued  to  work  long  and  earnestly  in  this  most 
important  division  of  municipal  management,  upon 
which  depends  to  a  great  extent  the  financial  and 
economic  stability  of  this  great  city.  Mr.  Kenny 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  politics  as  well  as  being 
particularly  active  in  all  matters  relating  to  Staten 
Island,  and  has  ever  striven  sincerely  and  steadily 
for  the  well-being  of  all  as  a  leader  in  all  projects 
best  destined  to  please  and  serve  the  people.  He  was 
one  of  the  promoters  of  the  erection  of  the  Union 
Opera  House  which  was  recently  acquired  by  the 
city  as  a  playground  site  for  Public  School  No.  18. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  his  fraternal  connections  are  with  West  New 
Brighton  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  Staten 
Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  while  he  is  also  a  popular  member 
of  the  Staten  Island  Club.  His  religious  adherence 
is  with  the  Sacred  Heart  Catholic  Church  and  for 
twelve  years  he  served  as  president  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Catholic  Union  of  West  New  Brighton. 

Hon.  Thomas  Kenny  married  Mae  Fitzpatrick, 
of  Manhattan,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Mc¬ 
Cabe)  Fitzpatrick.  To  this  union  two  children  were 
born:  1.  Marie  Margaret,  who  graduated  from  Mt. 
St.  Vincent’s  College  and  is  now  a  teacher  of  Latin 
at  Cathedral  College,  Manhattan.  2.  Thomas,  3d,  a 
student  at  Holy  Cross  College,  Worcester,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Mrs.  Kenny  is  also  prominently  active  in 
all  local  affairs,  especially  those  devoted  to  women’s 
activities.  She  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  Mothers 
Club  of  Sacred  Heart  Church  and  the  Catholic  Out¬ 
ing  Society,  and  was  the  organizer  of  the  Holy 
Rosary  Society  in  that  congregation.  The  family 
residence  is  located  at  No.  132  Hart  Boulevard. 


JOHN  MARTIN  — Born  in  the  shadow  of  a  his¬ 
toric  Cathedral,  in  Lincoln,  England,  in  1864,  John 
Martin  received  his  early  education  in  that  country 
and  obtained  his  scholastic  degree  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  London.  He  then  came  to  this  country,  and 
married  in  Manhattan  the  daughter  of  a  distinguished 
New  York  family.  His  wife  died,  and  he  subse¬ 


quently  located  on  Staten  Island  in  1901,  occupying 
the  Howard  house  on  “Grymes  Hill.”  Mr.  Martin 
is  prominent  in  social  and  community  life,  and  has 
achieved  considerable  recognition  as  a  writer  and  a 
lecturer. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the 
Staten  Island  National  Bank,  a  member  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Country  Club,  and  former  member  of 
the  Visiting  Committee  of  the  State  Charities  Aid 
Association.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  City  Club  of 
New  York  City  and  was  for  eight  years  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education. 

The  house  in  which  Mr.  Martin  resides  on  “Grymes 
Hill”  is  a  very  beautiful  residence  on  the  heights 
above  Stapleton  and  Silver  Lake,  commanding  a 
magnificent  view  of  the  New  York  Bay,  the  ocean, 
Manhattan,  Long  Island,  and  New  Jersey.  The 
mansion,  for  it  is  no  less,  is  on  Howard  Avenue, 
which  thoroughfare  was  named  for  a  Major  Howard 
who,  in  1836,  six  years  after  he  had  located  on  the 
heights  above  Stapleton,  had  as  a  neighbor  a  Madame 
Grymes,  who  gave  her  name  to  the  hill.  Many  his¬ 
toric  families  located  on  this  elevation,  among  them 
being  General  William  G.  Ward,  George  William 
Curtis,  Julius  De  Jonge,  and  numerous  other  notables 
of  early  times.  It  has  often  been  stated  that  it  is 
doubtful  if  it  would  be  possible  to  find  within  one 
hundred  miles  of  Manhattan  a  more  beautiful  high¬ 
way  than  that  which  winds  around  Grymes  Hill. 
The  house  occupied  by  Mr.  Martin  has  been  added 
to  several  times.  It  was  originally  built  by  Dr.  S.  M. 
Elliott  as  a  speculation.  He  secured  a  lot  of  flag¬ 
stones  in  New  City,  stood  them  on  end,  bolted  them 
to  the  timbers  in  an  odd  way,  and  thus  created  a 
house  which  was  unique  in  architecture,  a  new  depar¬ 
ture  in  building  annals,  and  at  the  same  was  both 
beautiful  and  homelike.  The  original  property  con¬ 
sisted  of  three  lots  on  the  Howard  map  which,  at 
an  auction  sale  in  August,  1836,  were  purchased  by 
John  Y.  Obra  for  the  sum  of  fourteen  hundred 
dollars.  Mr.  Obra  held  the  lots  for  sixteen  years 
and  in  September,  1852,  sold  them  to  Dr.  Elliott  for 
two  thousand  dollars.  Dr.  Elliott,  in  turn  sold  the 
lots  in  January,  1870,  to  Mrs.  Anna  (Norton)  Sedley 
for  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  on  March  1,  1912, 
Barbara  Sedley  sold  the  property  to  Prestonia  Mann 
Martin. 

Many  celebrities  have  rested  in  this  historic  man¬ 
sion.  During  his  visit  to  America,  Charles  Dickens 
is  understood  to  have  been  a  guest  there  and  the 
Russian  writer,  Gorki,  was  entertained  here  in  1906 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  for  five  weeks,  and  two 
months  more  at  their  Adirondack  camp.  Gorki  wrote 
his  famous  novel,  “Mother”  in  the  Grymes  Hill 
House.  The  house  is  much  of  a  shrine  to  visitors 
to  the  island,  who  love  to  go  there  for  the  magnificent 
view  of  the  surrounding  country.  It  is  said  that  seven 
counties  can  be  seen  from  this  point. 


EDWARD  MURRAY  SEGUINE— The  field  of 
real  estate  has  been  much  of  an  attraction  to  many 
of  Staten  Island’s  legal  fraternity,  due  to  the  inter¬ 
esting  matters  of  law  which  occur  from  time  to  time 
in  various  transactions  dealing  with  titles,  transfer 
and  ownership  of  realty.  In  such  a  growing  com¬ 
munity  as  ours,  real  estate  also  offers  opportunity  for 
attractive  investment,  thus,  minds  familiar  with  the 
law  and  finance  are  indispensable  in  such  promo¬ 
tions.  Among  the  legal  practitioners  of  Richmond 
County,  who  have  attained  a  substantial  position  in 
this  field  of  endeavor  is  Edward  Murray  Seguine, 
of  Port  Richmond,  who,  after  an  extensive  experience 
with  one  of  New  York  City’s  leading  title  companies, 
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is  employing  his  talents  on  Staten  Island,  specializing 
in  real  estate  law  and  title  examinations.  His  asso¬ 
ciation  with  Frank  I.  Smith  comprises  one  of  the 
well-known  firms  on  the  island,  having  a  prominent 
corporation  and  real  estate  clientele.. 

Mr.  Seguine  was  born  December  19,  1879,  at 
Tompkinsville,  the  son  of  William  and  Laura  J. 
(Murray)  Seguine,  and  a  grandson  of  John  Britton 
and  Elizabeth  (Fitz-Randolph)  Seguine,  all  of  whom 
were  well  known  in  the  years  past  on  Staten  Island. 
William  Seguine,  father  of  our  subject  was  in  the 
shipping  business  in  his  youth  and  in  1876  he  went 
to  the  Quarantine  Station  in  New  York  Harbor  as 
secretary  to  the  health  officer  there.  He  later  took 
up  newspaper  work  and  represented  the  New  York 
“Sun”  and  other  leading  journals  as  waterfront  cor¬ 
respondent.  He  is  the  oldest  thirty-third  degree  Ma¬ 
son  in  Staten  Island  and  has  held  offices  in  the 
lodges,  chapter  and  other  Masonic  bodies. 

Edward  Murray  Seguine  graduated  from  Colum¬ 
bia  University  in  1900  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  and  then  took  a  course  at  the  New  York 
Law  School,  graduating  in  1902,  as  a  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  in  the 
following  year  and  for  some  time  was  associated  with 
the  Lawyers’  Title  Company.  As  previously  stated 
he  is  now  in  practice  with  Frank  I.  Smith  in  Port 
Richmond,  specializing  in  real  estate  law  and  in  title 
examinations.  Mr.  Seguine  is  a  member  of  Tomp¬ 
kins  Lodge,  No.  471,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
has  other  affiliations. 


EDWARD  BANCKER  or  BANKER— At  the 

junction  of  Arthur  Kill  Road  and  Richmond  Avenue 
at  Greenridge,  formerly  known  as  Marshland,  Staten 
Island,  there  has  long  been  an  estate  which  excites 
the  admiration  of  all  who  pass  on  either  road.  The 
house,  a  noble  specimen  of  old  English  architecture, 
stands  far  back  from  the  road  and  is  surrounded  by 
beautiful  lawns  and  majestic  trees  of  great  age.  Here 
in  1853  Edward  Banker,  the  first  of  his  family  to 
drop  the  letter  “c”,  made  his  home  on  the  fifty  acres 
of  land  formerly  owned  by  Obadiah  Bowne,  and 
here  his  descendants  still  reside. 

Edward  Bancker  or  Banker  was  a  man  of  culture 
and  wisdom,  his  bearing  having  reflected  the  sturdy 
mental  and  physical  Dutch  ancestry  from  which  he 
came.  The  story  of  the  Bancker  family  is  interest¬ 
ing  from  a  genealogical  standpoint.  In  early  times 
various  members  were  situated  in  this  State  at  Albany, 
in  Manhattan  and  on  Staten  Island.  Following  we 
refer  to  their  different  branches  and  finally  to  the 
direct  line  of  Edward  Banker,  our  subject,  to  show 
possible  relationships  between  them. 

There  was  Edward  Bancker  of  Albany,  the  father 
of  several  children,  some  of  whom  removed  to  Man¬ 
hattan.  Another  was  Christopher  Bancker,  born 
there  on  October  27,  1695,  married  Elizabeth  Hoog- 
landt,  on  October  16,  1719,  and  they  had  nine  chil¬ 
dren.  This  Christopher  Bancker,  a  merchant  by  oc¬ 
cupation,  served  as  a  magistrate,  and  was  an  aider- 
man,  1738  to  1742,  and  again  in  1755.  He  died  April 
13,  1763,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 

Of  the  sons  of  Christopher  Bancker,  two  appear 
in  Staten  Island  records.  1.  William,  who  married 
Anna  Rutgers,  on  January  26,  1758,  is  described  as 
“of  Staten  Island”  in  his  will  made  November  12, 
1770,  and  proved  April  9,  1772.  In  this  will  be 
mentioned  his  children,  Catherine,  Elizabeth  and 
Hendrick,  also  his  brothers,  Evert,  Richard  and 
Adrian. 

2.  Adrian,  who  married  Anna  Boelen,  November 
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7.  I753>  was  prominent  during  the  Revolution.  His 
cattlemark  was  recorded  on  August  12,  1774,  and, 
according  to  Anthon’s  notes,  his  estate  was  on  the 
north  shore,  near  the  present  Sailor’s  Snug  Harbor. 
He  represented  Staten  Island  in  the  Second  Provin¬ 
cial  Congress,  January  19,  1776,  to  February  23, 
1776;  was  an  early  member  of  the  New  York  As¬ 
sembly,  serving  from  January  21  to  May  12,  1784; 
and  Surrogate  of  Richmond  County  from  March  13, 
1787  until  his  death  on  September  29,  1792.  In  the 
census  of  1790  he  appears  as  the  head  of  a  family 
and  the  possessor  of  five  slaves,  indicating  his  wealth. 

The  sons  of  Adrian  Bancker  were  Adrian,  Christo¬ 
pher,  and  Abraham.  Adrian,  the  eldest,  married 
Elizabeth  Decker  and  they  had  eleven  children. 
Christopher  died  without  issue.  Abraham,  born  May 
15,  1760,  occupied  a  place  even  more  prominent  than 
his  father.  He  was  elected  county  clerk,  February 
11,  1781;  sheriff,  February  4,  1784;  and  in  the  same 
years  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1788  he 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Legislature  and  secretary 
to  the  convention  which  adopted  the  Federal  Con¬ 
stitution.  On  September  30,  1792,  he  became  surro¬ 
gate,  which  position  he  held  seventeen  years  and 
was  a  Presidential  elector  in  1804.  On  June  19, 
1782  his  will  was  drawn. 

Of  those  who  seem  to  have  located  in  Manhattan 
and  elsewhere  we  come  upon  Evert,  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  One  Hundred  in  1775;  Gerard,  the 
State  Treasurer,  during  the  years  of  1791,  1793, 
1798;  and  Banckers,  who  married  with  the  pioneer 
familes  of  De  Peyster,  Abeel,  Beekman  and  others. 
The  Banckers  had  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
the  now  city  of  New  York,  adjoining  the  Roosevelt 
property;  the  present  Madison  Avenue  was  formerly 
Bancker  Street. 

In  taking  up  the  ancestry  of  Edward  Bancker  or 
Banker,  the  subject  of  this  narrative,  we  go  back  to 
Laurens  Matthyzen  Bancker,  who  came  to  New 
Amsterdam  previous  to  1686.  According  to  record, 
he  was  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  Amsterdam  in 
1686,  and  of  the  Manor  of  Phillipsburg  in  1700.  His 
wife,  whom  he  married  before  coming  here,  was 
Janneken  Hendrixsen.  They  had  a  son,  Hendrick 
Laurens  Bancker.  This  first  Laurens  Bancker  and 
an  early  Evert  Bancker,  who  appear  as  of  Albany, 
are  believed  to  have  been  related.  This,  however, 
would  require  further  search  in  Holland. 

In  1715,  Hendrick  Laurens  Bancker  married  Mary- 
tie  de  Vouw,  the  widow  of  Jacob  Buys,  of  Hacken¬ 
sack,  New  Jersey.  Their  daughter,  Susan,  married 
Jacob  Clinch,  and  the  latter  were  the  parents  of 
Cornelia  Mitchell,  who  became  the  wife  of  Alexander 
T.  Stewart,  the  noted  drygoods  merchant  of  New 
York.  Hendrick  Laurens  Banckers,  son,  Henry, 
married  Sarah  Priest,  of  Philadelphia,  and  their  son, 
Edward  Bancker,  later  Banker,  was  born  in  Man¬ 
hattan,  on  January  11,  1797. 

Edward  Banker  received  his  education  in  the  local 
schools,  following  which  he  engaged  in  the  ship 
chandlery  business.  This  included  the  manufacture 
of  ship’s  patent  rope  on  a  large  scale  in  Brooklyn, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Schermerhorn,  Banker  and 
Company.  Later,  the  business  was  conducted  under 
the  name  of  Edward  Banker  and  Company,  and  some 
years  after  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  that  of 
James  H.  Banker.  The  last  named  head  was  the 
elder  son  of  Edward  Banker.  The  company  also 
dealt  in  paints,  naval  stores,  oils,  imported  chains, 
cables  and  other  equipment.  The  Manhattan  offices 
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of  the  company  were  located  at  No.  49  South  Street, 
corner  of  Gouverneur’s  Lane. 

In  1854  Edward  Banker  established  his  residence 
on  the  Staten  Island  estate  which  he  had  bought  in 
1853.  He  bore  an  important  part  in  promoting  the 
local  enterprises  of  the  period.  He  assisted  in  the 
promotion  of  the  first  railroad  on  Staten  Island,  and 
one  of  the  first  locomotives  used  on  the  line  was 
named  the  “Edward  Banker”.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  old  Moravian  Church  at  New  Dorp. 
An  entry  in  the  Moravian  Church  records  shows 
that  Mr.  Banker’s  farmer  in  1862  was  Christian 
Knoesel. 

On  January  24,  1824,  Edward  Banker  married 
Susannah  Forbes  Hopson,  who  was  born  April  15, 
1804,  and  they  had  children  as  follows:  Ellen  Jones, 
who  married  Judge  Henry  Hilton,  who  later  in¬ 
herited  the  great  mercantile  business  of  Alexander 
T.  Stewart;  Maria  Schermerhorn,  who  died  single; 
James  Hopson,  who  married  Josephine  Gottsberger, 
and  they  had  one  son,  Pierre,  who  died  single;  Ed¬ 
ward  Banker,  Jr.,  born  July  7,  1832,  was  educated 
in  Manhattan  private  schools,  and  later  assisted  his 
father  in  the  ship  chandlery  business.  He  remained 
in  New  York  until  the  family  moved  to  Staten  Island, 
when  he  devoted  his  time  to  the  care  of  his  father’s 
country  estate. 

On  July  1,  1858,  Edward  Banker,  Jr.,  married 
Emma  L.  Williams,  daughter  of  John  Hines  and 
Mary  (Wares)  Williams,  of  Rossville.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  were  Edward  Banker,  3d,  who  died  single,  and 
a  daughter,  Sophia  Hopson  Banker,  who  was  born 
April  7,  1866.  Sophia  Hopson  Banker  received  her 
earlier  education  at  home  and  later  studied  under 
private  tutors  in  New  York  City,  which  was  sub¬ 
sequently  completed  by  special  courses  at  New  York 
and  Columbia  universities.  On  January  19,  1886,  she 
was  married  to  Park  Jerauld  White,  also  of  Staten 
Island. 

Mrs.  Sophia  H.  (Banker)  White  has  given  abundant 
evidence  of  her  inheritance  of  the  intellectual  activity 
which  characterized  the  career  of  her  forebears.  She 
possessed  the  unique  distinction  of  never  having 
entered  a  school  building  until  she  entered  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  Staten  Island  School  Board,  a  position  which 
she  held  for  nine  years.  From  1909  to  1917  she  was 
a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences.  Mrs.  White  was  also  actively  associated 
with  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  the  Woman’s  Club  of 
Staten  Island,  the  Staten  Island  Civic  League  and 
the  Post  Parliament  and  the  Woman’s  Law  clubs  of 
New  York  City.  During  the  period  of  the  war  Mrs. 
White  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
United  States  Food  Administration,  both  on  Staten 
Island  and  in  New  York. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  were  born  two  sons: 
First — J.  Russell  White,  born  April  7,  1887.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  Staten  Island  Academy  in 
1904  and  from  Harvard  University  in  1908.  In  the 
latter  year  he  married  Grace  Kingsley,  of  Staten 
Island.  Their  two  sons,  Edward  Banker,  and  Charles 
Kingsley,  were  born  in  the  old  Banker  homestead 
at  Greenridge,  where  for  nearly  forty-three  years 
four  generations  of  the  Banker  family  lived  under 
the  same  roof.  During  the  World  War  J.  Russell 
White  served  in  the  United  States  Army  Chemical 
Warfare  Service.  He  is  now  vice-president  of  the 
firm  of  McKesson  and  Robbins,  of  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut. 

Second — 'Park  Jerauld  White,  Jr.,  was  born  De¬ 
cember  31,  1891.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Staten 
fsland  Academy  with  honors,  in  1908,  and  from 


Harvard  University,  “cum  laude,”  in  1913.  He  was 
one  of  the  Commencement  orators,  his  subject  being 
“Harvard  Radicals.”  Four  years  later  he  was  awarded 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Columbia  University.  His 
interneship  was  served  in  New  York  Hospital.  Dr. 
White  then  enlisted  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the 
United  States  Army  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant, 
and  served  in  several  military  hospitals  in  this  country, 
from  the  latter  part  of  1918  to  the  autumn  of  1919. 
He  is  now  a  Pediatrician  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  Here  he  had  held  or  holds,  at  the  current 
writing,  several  positions,  such  as:  Instructor  in 
Clinical  Pediatrics,  Washington  University  School  of 
Medicine,  St.  Louis;  Assistant  Visiting  Physician  in 
the  St.  Louis  Childrens’  Hospital;  Associate  Pedia¬ 
trician  to  the  St.  Louis  Maternity  Hospital  and 
President  of  the  St.  Louis  Pediatric  Society,  1928 
to  1930.  He  has  published  a  number  of  technical 
medical  articles. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  White  to  Maria  Bain,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Patterson  and  Ella  (Ustick)  Bain,  occurred 
October  5,  1918.  They  have  four  children:  Eleanor 
Lee,  born  July  20,  1919;  Phyllis,  born  October  30, 
1921 ;  Laurens  Park,  born  December  22,  1925,  and 
Katherine  Anne,  born  February  16,  1928. 


HON.  THOMAS  F.  COSGROVE— As  a  former 
member  of  the  New  York  State  Legislature  and  as 
the  newly-elected  county  judge  and  surrogate  of 
Richmond  County,  as  past  president  of  the  West 
Brighton  Board  of  Trade,  and  as  a  soldier  in  the 
ranks  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  during 
the  World  War,  the  Honorable  Thomas  F.  Cos¬ 
grove  is  justly  representative  of  that  sturdy  type  of 
citizen  and  civic  worker  who  deserves  honorable  men¬ 
tion  in  the  annals  of  this  community’s  history. 

A  native  of  New  York  City  where  his  birth  oc¬ 
curred  June  16,  1892,  Thomas  F-  Cosgrove  was  a 
son  of  John  M.  and  Elizabeth  (O’Farrell)  Cosgrove. 
His  father  was  born  in  Clones,  County  Monoghan, 
Ireland,  and  his  mother  in  Cork,  Ireland.  They  had 
four  children:  Thomas  F.,  Gerald,  Edward  and 
Elizabeth. 

Judge  Cosgrove  received  his  earlier  education  at 
St.  Anthony’s  Parochial  School  in  Manhattan  and  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  came  to  Staten  Island  with  his  par¬ 
ents.  He  entered  the  New  York  Law  School,  at  the 
same  time  working  as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  John 
Delehunty,  an  attorney  in  Manhattan. 

In  1917  Judge  Cosgrove  began  his  legal  career  as 
law  clerk  in  the  office  where  he  had  held  a  clerkship. 
Hardly  had  he  begun  work,  when  the  United  States 
entered  the  World  War  and  the  call  for  men  became 
urgent.  Enlisting  as  a  private  he  was  assigned  to  the 
112th  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  29th  Division,  U.  S.  A. 
On  October  21,  1918,  he  was  severely  wounded  in 
action  in  the  Argonne  Forest  and  suffered  the  ampu¬ 
tation  of  one  leg.  Upon  his  return  from  France  and 
to  civil  life  his  admittance  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of 
New  York  came  in  1919.  He  began  a  general  prac¬ 
tice,  specializing  in  corporation  and  real  estate  law. 
From  then  to  1930  the  greater  part  of  his  energies 
were  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  his  own  firm,  with 
headquarters  in  the  West  Brighton  Bank  Building. 

At  the  very  time  that  Judge  Cosgrove  was  con¬ 
valescing  in  a  United  States  Army  Hospital  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Democratic  party  for  Assemblyman 
for  the  First  District,  embracing  the  northern  sec¬ 
tion  of  Staten  Island.  After  winning  the  election  he 
served  in  this  capacity  for  four  years,  being  reelected 
each  year  and  distinguishing  himself  by  intelligent  and 
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devoted  interest  to  the  cause  of  civic  betterment  in 
this  borough.  On  one  occasion  when  he  sought  re- 
election  the  local  “Citizens’  Union”  characterized  him 
as  “a  capable  legislator,  deserving  of  representing  us 
further  on  the  basis  of  his  record  in  securing  valu¬ 
able  legislation  on  behalf  of  Richmond  County.”  An 
outline  of  his  activities  as  a  member  of  the  Assembly 
clearly  bears  evidence  of  his  earnestness  and  effective 
work.  A  number  of  bills  and  resolutions  aimed  at 
the  following  improvements  were  introduced  by  him: 
the  prevention  of  vessels  from  discharging  refuse  in 
the  bay  near  our  shores  and  the  protection  of  our 
beaches  from  oil  pollution,  the  creation  of  a  Park 
Department  for  Richmond,  the  erection  of  an 
armory  here,  the  building  of  two  bridges  between 
New  Jersey  and  Richmond  County,  provision  for  a 
subway  between  Brooklyn  and  our  Island,  and  for 
connections  to  trunk  line  railroads,  the  creation  of  a 
Department  of  Ferries  for  this  borough  and  the  ac¬ 
quiring  of  the  Tottenville-Perth  Amboy  Ferry  by  the 
city,  provision  for  a  new  Magistrate’s  Court  at  Tot- 
tenville  for  the  convenience  of  South  Shore  residents, 
and  constitutional  amendment  for  preference  to  be 
shown  disabled  veterans  in  Civil  Service  appoint¬ 
ments.  Judge  Cosgrove  also  worked  actively  on  be¬ 
half  of  union  labor  and  for  the  betterment  of  condi¬ 
tions  and  raises  in  pay  for  school  teachers,  firemen 
and  policemen. 

Many  of  his  bills  and  resolutions  were  adopted, 
the  most  important  of  which  related  to  the  erection 
of  the  two  new  bridges  to  New  Jersey.  With  the 
aid  of  Senator  John  A.  Lynch,  now  borough  president 
of  Richmond,  he  introduced  the  first  resolution  for 
investigation  of  the  project  in  the  Legislature  and 
helped  to  secure  an  appropriation  for  the  work.  Sup¬ 
ported  actively  by  practically  every  civic  group  on 
the  Island  the  development  of  the  enterprise  was 
rapid,  resulting  in  the  completion  of  the  Outerbridge 
and  Goethals  crossings  connecting  our  borough  with 
Perth  Amboy  and  Elizabeth  respectively.  Judge  Cos¬ 
grove  also  served  on  several  legislative  committees, 
chief  of  which  was  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  was 
instrumental  in  proposing  and  passing  several  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  judiciary  articles  of  the  Constitution. 

From  1924  to  1929  he  devoted  his  attention  pri¬ 
marily  to  his  law  interests,  though  on  one  occasion, 
when  a  vacancy  in  Congress  for  this  district  was  to 
be  filled,  he  was  defeated  for  nomination  on  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket. 

In  1929  he  received  the  nomination  on  the  Fusion 
ticket  for  the  post  of  county  judge,  an  office  embrac¬ 
ing  also  the  duties  of  city  judge  and  surrogate  in  this 
borough.  In  the  November  election  he  was  returned 
victorious  and  has  begun  to  serve  in  this  new  ca¬ 
pacity.  His  term  of  office  is  for  fourteen  years. 

At  present  Judge  Cosgrove  is  an  ardent  advocate  of 
the  Staten  Island-Brooklyn  tunnel  project,  and  con¬ 
tributes  in  numerous  other  ways  to  the  advancement 
of  local  interests.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond 
County  Bar  Association,  the  Slosson  Post  of  the 
American  Legion,  the  United  States  World  War 
Amps  and  his  fraternal  connections  are  with  the  West 
Brighton  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  Staten 
Island  Lodge,  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  He  is  also  past  president  of  the  West  Brigh¬ 
ton  Board  of  Trade. 

On  August  7,  1920,  Judge  Cosgrove  married  at 
Mariners  Harbor,  Jane  V.  Rice,  daughter  of  Patrick 
and  Anna  (McCusker)  Rice,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  one  daughter,  Jeanne,  born  November  26, 
1926.  The  family  residence  is  at  No.  274  Oakland 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


ORRIN  LAWRENCE  BRODIE — An  extensive 
and  highly-creditable  career  as  a  civil  engineer 
wherein  he  has  worked  upon  engineering  projects 
of  both  a  Statewide  and  nationwide  magnitude,  fell 
to  the  lot  of  Orrin  L.  Brodie,  of  Westerleigh,  whose 
present  position  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  is 
with  the  Board  of  Water  Supply.  His  professional 
civic  and  fraternal  associations  are  several  in  num¬ 
ber  and  of  a  widespread  nature. 

The  birth  of  Orrin  L.  Brodie  took  place  July  5, 
1879.  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  His  parents  were 
Henry  T.  and  Agnes  (Bartberger)  Brodie,  of  that 
city,  the  elder  Brodie  having  died  July  29,  1897,  but 
his  mother  is  still  living.  Staten  Island  has  been 
their  home  since  1899. 

As  a  boy  our  subject  attended  Liberty  School  of 
the  Iwentieth  Ward  in  his  native  city  and  later 
entered  Pittsburgh  Central  High  School.  He  grad¬ 
uated  from  this  institution  in  June  of  1897  and  then 
entered  Columbia  University,  where  he  studied  in 
the  School  of  Applied  Science.  He  received  his  civil 
engineering  degree  from  this  seat  of  learning  in  1901 
and  for  a  time  maintained  a  position  as  instruc¬ 
tor  in  Engineering  Summer  Schools  attached  to 
Columbia  University.  Later,  he  joined  the  engineer¬ 
ing  department  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad 
and  was  subsequently  appointed  to  the  post  of  inspec¬ 
tor  of  masonry  with  this  concern. 

In  1902,  Mr.  Brodie  became  connected  with  an 
engineering  force  then  being  organized  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  tunnels  into 
New  York  City.  He  was  known  as  an  instrument  man 
in  this  connection.  A  year  later,  however,  came  his 
appointment  as  topographic  draftsman  in  the  office 
of  the  president  of  the  borough  of  Richmond,  which 
was  then  located  in  the  old  Richmond  Building. 

Our  subject  was  later  promoted  to  the  post  of 
assistant  engineer  in  charge  of  the  paving  of  streets. 
Later,  in  1906,  he  accepted  an  appointment  as  assist¬ 
ant  engineer  connected  with  the  Board  of  Water 
Supply,  Division  of  Designing.  This  organization 
had  been  founded  to  build  the  Catskill  Aqueduct. 
For  the  next  eight  years  he  was  engaged  principally 
on  work  covering  the  Ashokan  and  Kensico  reser¬ 
voirs,  including  their  large  masonry  dams.  He  also 
was  placed  in  charge  of  designing  work  on  the  Silver 
Lake  Reservoir. 

From  1914  to  1917  Mr.  Brodie  was  associated  with 
the  special  investigating  staff  successively  connected 
with  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Commissioner  of 
Accounts.  In  1918  he  was  attached  to  the  office  of 
the  president  of  the  borough  of  Manhattan  as  assist¬ 
ant  to  the  consulting  engineer  of  this  office.  His 
appointment  as  engineer  in  charge  of  highways  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  at  the  Government  Nitrate  Plant 
No.  2,  Muscle  Shoals,  Alabama,  came  in  March,  1918, 
and  he  remained  in  this  service  until  1919.  In  the 
summer  of  that  year  he  joined  the  staff  of  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  Holland  Tunnel  project  and  continued 
in  this  undertaking  until  its  completion  in  November 
of  1927.  He  then  rejoined  the  Board  of  Water  Sup¬ 
ply  as  designing  engineer  and  remains  there  today, 
having  acquired  an  engineering  experience  that  few 
in  this  profession  today  have  surpassed  for  the  length 
of  time  they  have  served.  He  is  joint  author  with  a 
former  classmate,  of  a  technical  work  entitled,  “Ma¬ 
sonry  Dam  Design,”  which  found  use  both  in  this 
country  and  abroad,  where  such  structures  were  pro¬ 
jected. 

Mr.  Brodie’s  training  as  a  soldier  in  the  service 
of  his  country  was  one  characteristic  of  his  sense 
of  patriotic  duty  and  citizenship.  After  attending  the 
Officers’  Training  Camp  at  Plattsburg,  New  York, 
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he  became  a  member  of  the  Enginer  Officers’  Train¬ 
ing  Battalion,  New  York  City.  This  was  followed 
by  his  enlistment,  on  April  9,  1917,  in  the  Veteran 
Corps  Artillery,  3d  Battery,  and  his  successive  rise 
in  rank  to  a  lieutenancy  and  later  captaincy  in  this 
unit,  the  latter  appointment  taking  place  July  2,  1917. 
He  next  was  assigned  to  the  1st  Provisional  Regi¬ 
ment,  commanding  Company  A,  on  field  duty  from 
September  5  to  September  14  of  the  same  year,  and 
then  served  as  captain  in  the  9th  Coast  Artillery 
Corps,  beginning  October  8,  1917.  Before  taking  up 
his  work  as  an  engineer  at  the  Muscle  Shoals  devel¬ 
opment  he  was  designated  a  captain  on  the  Reserve 
List,  New  York  Guard,  March  26,  1918. 

Mr.  Brodie  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
his  fraternal  associations  and  professional  societies 
with  which  he  has  been  identified.  Of  the  former, 
he  served,  during  the  year  of  1928,  as  Master  of 
Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  lodge  and  belongs  to 
the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon,  Forest  No.  66.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engi¬ 
neers  and  the  Association  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the 
Alumni  Association  of  Columbia  University,  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  New  York  Society,  Military 
and  Naval  Officers,  World  War. 

In  the  spring  of  1929  Orrin  L.  Brodie  had  the 
distinction  of  being  appointed  chairman  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  committee  campaign  for  the  relocation  of  the 
Ascension  Church  with  which  he  and  the  members 
of  his  family  have  long  been  affiliated.  He  devoted 
several  weeks  to  this  arduous  task  which  through 
his  supervision  and  earnest  support  resulted  in  a 
splendid  success.  He  has  also  served  for  many  years, 
as  a  vestryman  of  Ascension  Church  and  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  for  eighteen 
years  as  well  as  identified  with  the  old  Richmond 
County  Sunday  School  Association.  Two  societies  of 
which  he  has  formerly  been  president  are  the  Deems 
Literary  Society  and  the  Westerleigh  Improvement 
Society. 

Mr.  Brodie’s  marriage  took  place  October  3,  1905, 
to  Eleanor  E.  Van  Cott,  of  New  York  City,  and 
they  have  four  children:  Janet  C.,  Agnes  A.,  Mar¬ 
garet  E.,  and  Eleanor.  Mrs.  Brodie  is  a  graduate 
of  Barnard  College  as  is  her  eldest  daughter,  Janet 
C.  Her  second  oldest  daughter,  Agnes,  is  now  attend¬ 
ing  this  institution  and  is  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1931.  Her  daughter,  Margaret,  is  a  member  of  the 
1933  class  of  Hunter  College.  Mrs.  Brodie  is  active 
in  the  Women’s  League  of  Voters  and  in  church  and 
civic  organizations.  The  Brodie  residence  is  located 
at  No.  240  Fiske  Avenue,  Westerleigh. 


STUART  L.  RITZ— That  Staten  Island  exer¬ 
cises  a  decided  charm  to  visitors  and  sightseers  is 
attested  by  the  fact  that  Stuart  L.  Ritz,  prominent 
in  the  field  of  journalism  and  a  resident  of  Totten- 
ville,  when  returning  from  abroad  was  so  pleased 
with  the  first  land  encountered  as  the  steamer  entered 
New  York  Bay,  which  happened  to  be  the  southern 
part  of  this  island,  that  he  never  forgot  its.  attrac¬ 
tion  and  in  later  years  proceeded  to  make  it  his  home. 
Mr.  Ritz  has  had  a  varied  and  romantic  career  as  a 
newspaper  man,  having  been  engaged  in  reportorial 
work  in  Cuba  and  England  as  well  as  in  different 
sections  of  the  United  States  and  at  the  present  time 
he  is  in  charge  of  the  make-up  of  the  composing 
room  of  the  “Perth  Amboy  Evening  News,”  Perth 
Amboy,  New  Jersey. 

John  Ritz  and  his  wife,  Mary,  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  Stuart  L.  Ritz,  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Holland  about  one  hundred  years  ago 


and  settled  in  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  when  that 
city  was  a  small  settlement  along  the  Ohio  River. 
Here  he  conducted  a  shoe  store  for  many  years.  To 
him  and  his  wife  were  born  the  following  children: 
James  M.,  of  whom  further;  John  William  and 
Anne. 

James  M.  Ritz  was  born  in  Wheeling  in  1845 
where  he  received  his  elementary  education.  He  also 
took  a  telegraph  course  in  New  York,  which  occupa¬ 
tion  he  followed  for  a  few  years,  later  entering  the 
shoe  business  in  Wheeling  for  a  time.  After  mov¬ 
ing  to  Huntington,  West  Virginia,  where  he  operated 
a  farm,  he  died  in  1925.  He  married  Catherine  Mc¬ 
Carthy  in  1870.  She  was  a  daughter  of  James  M. 
and  Catherine  McCarthy,  and  they  had  twelve  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  eldest  of  the  family  was:  1.  James  M.,  Jr., 
who  graduated  from  the  University  of  West  Virginia 
and  is  now  a  practicing  attorney  in  Wheeling.  He 
has  been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  State.  2. 
Harold  A.,  graduated  from  Marshall  College,  is  an 
attorney  and  ex-member  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
West  Virginia  and  was  also  United  States  Attor¬ 
ney-  for  West  Virginia  under  President  Taft.  3. 
Stuart  L.,  of  whom  further.  4.  Oliver,  who  received 
his  degree  from  Marshall  College  and  University  of 
Illinois,  is  a  professor  in  the  State  Normal  School  of 
that  State.  5.  and  6.  Paul  and  Eugene  died  in  infancy. 
7.  John  Eldon,  deceased,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  West  Virginia  and  an  attorney  by  pro¬ 
fession.  8.  Russell  Sage,  received  his  legal  training 
at  West  Virginia  Law  School  and  is  a  practicing 
attorney  living  in  Bluefield,  West  Virginia.  9.  Charles 
L.,  after  receiving  degrees  from  Marshall  College 
and  Cincinnati  College  of  Dentistry,  is  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  dentistry  in  Williamson,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  10.  Alva  graduated  from  Marshall  College 
and  for  many  years  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
teacher  and  instructor.  She  married  Arthur  Kingdon, 
who  is  an  attorney  in  Bluefield,  West  Virginia.  11. 
Rose,  deceased,  also  attended  Marshall  College,  grad¬ 
uated  from  this  institution  and  married  Samuel  John¬ 
son  of  Huntington,  West  Virginia.  12.  John,  young¬ 
est  of  the  family,  died  in  infancy. 

Stuart  L.  Ritz  was  born  in  Wheeling,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  August  21,  1875,  his  parents  having  been 
James  M.  and  Catherine  (McCarthy)  Ritz,  as  pre¬ 
viously  mentioned.  His  early  education  was  received 
in  a  little,  crude  one-room  schoolhouse  in  a  rural 
district  of  West  Virginia.  Following  the  completion 
of  his  elementary  schooling  he  became  a  student  . at 
Marshall  College  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1894.  Deciding  on  a  career  he  chose 
journalism  and  took  a  position  in  the  printing  office 
of  the  “Ceredo  Advance,”  West  Virginia,  starting 
necessarily  at  the  very  bottom  and  gradually  work¬ 
ing  his  way  up  through  the  various  operations,  of  a 
printing  plant,  thus  gaining  much  valuable  experience. 
After  two  years  in  this  connection  Mr.  Ritz  went  to 
Catlettsburg,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  employed  on 
the  daily  paper  there  for  six  months  as  a  typesetter, 
after  which  he  proceeded  to  the  “Daily  Times”  of 
Huntington,  West  Virginia,  and  remained  there  for 
a  year’s  time.  Later,  in  Charleston,  West  Virginia, 
he  became  an  expert  printer  for  the  “Daily  Gazette” 
and  about  that  time,  branched  into  work  as  a  special 
correspondent  for  The  United  Press  and  The  Asso¬ 
ciated  Press.  He  next  accepted  an  offer  to  became 
editor  of  the  Montgomery  (West  Virginia)  “Courier,” 
and  he  conducted  the  affairs  of  that  publication  with 
great  success  for  one  year,  or  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  Spanish-American  War.  Always  a  zealous  pa¬ 
triot,  he  at  once  enlisted  and  served  for  the  entire 


Ffisl 


cal  F, 


f  Fmlaar  &,  ' 


123 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


duration  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  of  service 
in  Ohio. 

Having  conceived  a  desire  to  re-visit  Cuba,  Mr. 
Ritz  returned  to  that  country  after  the  war  and  was 
a  reporter  on  the  first  daily  paper  printed  in  English, 
the  “Havana  Post.”  After  two  years  of  excellent 
work  on  that  paper,  he  sailed  to  England  where  for 
a  year  he  was  connected  with  the  famous  London 
“Graphic,”  besides  which  he  did  special  work  for 
other  newspapers  in  London  for  another  year.  He 
then  returned  to  the  United  States.  It  was  on  this 
homebound  voyage  that  Mr.  Ritz  realized  the  attrac¬ 
tion  of  Staten  Island  with  the  result  that  after  the 
steamer  docked  he  remained  in  New  York  for  but  a 
week,  coming  to  Staten  Island  in  answer  to  an  adver¬ 
tisement  of  the  “Staten  Island  Gazette”  for  a  com¬ 
positor,  this  being  in  1902.  After  several  months  in 
that  occupation,  he  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Richmond  Borough  Printing  Company  and  in  1907 
moved  to  Tottenville  where  he  established  his  home, 
and  here  he  has  become  known  as  one  of  Staten 
Island’s  enthusiastic  residents.  Some  years  ago  Mr. 
Ritz  became  connected  with  the  Perth  Amboy  “Eve¬ 
ning  News,”  with  which  publication  he  has  since 
remained. 

A  booster  for  Staten  Island  and  untiring  in  his 
efforts  to  promote  this  section’s  developments  and 
the  welfare  of  its  people,  Mr.  Ritz  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  old  Tottenville  Civic  League  during  the 
lifetime  of  William  G.  Wilcox  (q.  v.)  and  he  was 
also  an  ardent  campaigner  for  the  subway,  adopt¬ 
ing  the  slogan,  “To  and  thro  Staten  Island.”  He 
is  at  present  vice-president  of  the  South  Shore  Pro¬ 
tective  Association;  a  member  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Staten  Island  Civic  League;  was  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce  from 
1922  to  1925  inclusive;  was  chairman  of  the  Visit¬ 
ing  Nurse  Association  and  was  one  of  the  founders 
and  directors  of  the  Richmond  County  Memorial 
Hospital.  Mr.  Ritz  is  a  director  in  the  Conference 
House  Association  and  in  everything  that  tends  to 
develop  or  aid  his  chosen  community  is  tremendously 
active  and  ever  an  inspiring  leader.  In  fraternal 
affairs,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Huguenot  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Staten  Island  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Richmond  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias; 
Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics;  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars,  and  Decker  Camp,  Spanish-Amer- 
ican  War  Veterans.  In  religious  circles,  he  is  well 
known  as  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Trinity 
Men’s  Bible  Class,  while  for  nineteen  years  (1929) 
he  has  been  a  local  preacher  at  Bethel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Tottenville.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  that  body. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  War, 
Mr.  Ritz  enlisted  in  the  17th  Regiment  from  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  and  with  his  regiment  went  first  to 
Tampa,  Florida,  where  they  remained  a  month,  after 
which  they  were  sent  to  Cuba  on  the  U.  S.  Transport, 
“Iroquois”  which  landed  at  Daquiri,  Cuba,  near  San¬ 
tiago.  They  marched  across  the  hill  toward  El 
Caney  with  the  Rough  Riders  as  a  vanguard,  when 
the  latter  were  attacked  from  an  ambush  and  six 
of  them  killed,  one  of  whom  was  Hamilton  Fish. 
The  regiment  proceeded  and  arrived  at  El  Caney 
before  daybreak  but  were  unable  to  attack  owing  to 
the  lack  of  artillery.  They  lay  quietly  before  El 
Caney  until  the  afternoon  when  the  artillery  was 
brought  up  and  the  order  given  to  storm  El  Caney 
which  soon  fell  before  their  victorious  onslaught. 
From  there  they  marched  all  night  and  took  up 
their  position  before  San  Juan  Hill,  attacking  cou¬ 
rageously  and  capturing  the  blockhouse,  driving  the 


Spanish  troops  before  them  into  Santiago.  On  the 
hills  surrounding  the  city  of  Santiago,  the  regiment 
covered  the  city  until  the  Spanish  fleet  was  destroyed 
on  July  10,  1898.  The  Spaniards  surrendered  July  15, 
1898.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered  home  and  ar¬ 
rived  by  transport  at  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island, 
from  whence  they  traveled  to  Ohio  to  be  mustered 
out  of  service. 

Stuart  L.  Ritz  married  in  Tottenville,  January  15, 
1907,  Mattie  Wood,  daughter  of  David  and  Catherine 
(Wood)  Wood.  The  Woods  came  from  England  while 
the  maternal  Woods  came  from  Holland  before  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  and  settled  on  the  south  shore. 
The  parental  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Ritz  was  Timothy 
Wood,  an  oysterman  and  farmer  who  lived  for  many 
years  in  the  district  now  embracing  Sprague  Avenue 
and  Hylan  Boulevard.  David  Wood,  like  his  father, 
was  also  prominent  in  the  oyster  business  on  Staten 
Island. 

David  and  Catherine  (Wood)  Wood  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  David,  who  died  at  an  early  age; 
Cora,  who  married  Theodore  Price  of  Tottenville; 
Hattie  and  Mattie,  twins,  the  former  deceased,  and 
the  latter  now  Mrs.  Stuart  L.  Ritz;  James  A., 
who  engaged  in  the  oyster  business  and  died  in  1909; 
Jacobsen  W.,  now  deceased,  who  was  prominent  in 
the  development  of  Tottenville  a  number  of  years 
ago;  and  David,  deceased. 


ALBERT  K.  BUHL— From  Staten  Island,  silk 
and  cotton  labels  are  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  some  are  distributed  in  England,  Cuba, 
and  elsewhere  as  a  product  of  one  of  our  local  indus¬ 
tries.  These  labels  are  manufactured  in  the  modern 
factory  of  the  Empire  State  Silk  Label  Company  in 
West  New  Brighton,  of  which  Albert  K.  Buhl  is 
owner  and  executive  head. 

Albert  K.  Buhl  was  born  in  New  York  City  on 
June  1,  1861,  the  son  of  Anton  M.  and  Henrietta 
(Binder)  Buhl.  The  elder  Buhl  was  a  native  of 
Konigshofen,  Bavaria,  Germany,  where  he  was  born 
June  9,  1818.  After  acquiring  a  sound  education  he 
became  associated  with  the  Royal  Observatory  of 
Meteorology,  Astronomy  and  Earth  Magneticisms, 
where  he  served  for  eight  years.  Though  this  em¬ 
ployment  was  a  pleasant  and  inspiring  one  he  was 
unable  to  continue  further  because  of  the  compara¬ 
tively  low  wages  paid  for  such  work.  In  looking  for 
other  employment  he  went  to  Carl  Robert  Schurich, 
proprietor  of  the  “Neusten  Nachrichten,  the  first 
free  paper  of  Miinchen  and  obtained  a  position  in  this 
establishment.  After  remaining  here  until  September, 
1854,  he  sailed  to  America  and  located  first  in  New 

York  City.  . 

Eleven  years  Anton  M.  Buhl  labored  in  New  York 
in  the  employe  of  the  famous  German  newspaper, 
“Staats  Zeitung,”  before  taking  up  the  occupation  of 
a  farmer  in  Pike  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
cultivated  land  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  A 
few  vears  later  he  removed  to  Port  Richmond,  Staten 
Island,  where  he  spent  the  latter  portion  of  his  life. 
For  a  time  he  was  the  owner  of  an  eating  place  which 
paid  him  well,  but  in  later  years  he  managed  a  va¬ 
riety  and  general  merchandise  store  with  similar  suc¬ 
cess.  He  took  a  more  genuine  interest  in  this  com¬ 
munity  than  elsewhere  since  coming  to  America  and 
was  a  lover  of  his  home  and  family.  A  scholarly  man 
he  enjoyed  the  more  serious  things  of  life  and  was  a 
student  of  science  and  events  in  history.  To  him  and 
his  wife  were  born  ten  children  of  whom  three  are 
living:  Albert  K.,  our  subject;  Etta,  a  widow,  living 
in  Manhattan,  and  Emma,  now  Mrs.  Samuel  S.  De- 
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Hart  of  Port  Richmond.  The  death  of  Anton  M. 
Buhl  occurred  in  1896,  and  he  was  buried  in  Fountain 
Cemetery,  West  New  Brighton. 

Albert  K.  Buhl  received  his  early  education  in 
grade  schools  and  for  seventeen  years  of  his  early 
life  he  was  employed  in  a  mill  of  the  New  York 
Woven  Label  Company  where  silk  labels  were  manu¬ 
factured.  He  obtained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  this 
special  industry  and  in  1892  founded  a  similar  busi¬ 
ness  in  a  small  building  in  the  rear  of  his  recent  estab¬ 
lishment  at  Nos.  218-24  Taylor  Street,  West  New 
Brighton.  From  time  to  time  he  made  additions  to  his 
ever-increasing  plant  which  subsequently  occupied 
three  buildings,  splendidly  equipped,  with  a  total  floor 
space  of  about  eight  thousand  square  feet.  In  August, 
1930,  he  removed  his  machinery  and  equipment  to  his 
new  steel  and  brick  constructed  mill  on  Clove  Road 
between  Post  and  Delafield  avenues,  where  he  has 
28,000  square  feet  of  fire-proof  structure. 

His  employees  have  always  been  loyal  to  him  and 
appreciative  of  the  consideration  he  has  shown  them, 
several  of  their  number  having  been  connected  with 
the  concern  since  its  establishment.  Edward  G.  Auten, 
as  manager  of  the  office  department,  has  been  with 
the  business  for  more  than  thirty  years;  Mr.  Buhl’s 
general  foreman,  Fred  A.  Harris,  who  is  also  his 
nephew,  has  given  more  than  twenty-five  years  serv¬ 
ice;  Frank  Kumm,  foreman  of  the  pattern  department, 
has  worked  here  for  many  years,  and  his  bookkeeper, 
V.  V.  Mersereau,  has  completed  several  years  of 
service.  According  to  Mr.  Buhi,  much  of  the  credit 
for  the  success  of  the  company  is  given  Abraham 
Hermann,  who  is  now  deceased.  The  company  main¬ 
tains  also  a  New  York  office  for  the  sale  and  distri¬ 
bution  of  its  products  and  it  is  here  that  the  sample 
rooms  are  located.  This  office  has  been  managed  by 
Louis  Schaaf  for  the  past  thirteen  years. 

Mr.  Buhl  has  other  interests,  among  them  being  a 
directorship  of  the  Richmond  County  Savings  Bank. 
He  is  a  member  of  several  organizations,  including 
the  Silk  Association  of  New  York,  and  the  Label 
Division  of  the  Silk  Association.  In  a  civic  sense  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association. 
Within  the  Masonic  Order  he  is  a  member  of  Beacon 
Light  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Empire  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar;  and  Mecca  Temple  of  New  York, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
As  a  citizen  of  Richmond  Borough,  charitable  move¬ 
ments  and  those  of  a  public  nature  have  also  found 
him  a  generous  supporter. 

In  1891,  Albert  K.  Buhl  was  married  to  the  late 
Caroline  W.  Deppe,  daughter  of  the  late  Fred  and 
Johanna  (Ellercomp)  Deppe.  The  elder  Deppe  was 
a  prominent  building  contractor  in  Richmond  Bor¬ 
ough.  The  Buhl  residence  is  at  No.  2x6  Taylor 
Street,  West  New  Brighton. 


REV.  WILLIAM  F.  CORLEY— A  native  of 
New  Brighton,  Rev.  William  F.  Corley,  assistant 
pastor  at  St.  Ann’s  Parish,  Dongan  Hills,  was  born 
December  2,  1893,  son  of  Patrick  and  Rose  (Mc¬ 
Ginn)  Corley,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  when  young  and  settled  at  New  Brigh¬ 
ton.  Patrick  Corley  was  associated  with  Denow  and 
Reynolds,  paint  manufacturers,  for  about  thirty-five 
years.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Helen,  a  nurse,  who  married  Charles  Nu¬ 
gent,  died  during  the  influenza  epidemic  in  1918; 
and  William  F.,  of  whom  further.  Mrs.  Rose  (Mc¬ 
Ginn)  Corley  passed  away  in  March,  1925. 

Rev.  William  F.  Corley  received  his  education  in 


St.  Peter’s  Parochial  School,  St.  Francis  Xavier 
High  School,  Fordham  University,  Dunwoodie  Sem¬ 
inary,  and  St.  Joseph’s  Seminary.  He  had  graduated 
with  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Master  of  Arts  and 
Doctor  of  Philosophy,  and  subsequently  took  a  course 
in  Teachers’  College  at  Washington,  graduating  there 
with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Pedagogy.  He  was 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  May  29,  1920,  by  Cardinal 
Hayes  and  assigned  to  St.  Ann’s  Parish.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  the  head  of  the  history  department 
of  St.  Peter’s  High  School  and  professor  of  Ethics 
at  Fordham  University. 

Father  Corley  is  widely  known  in  circles  of  the 
Catholic  Church  for  his  work  on  religious  matters 
and  also  for  his  professorships  in  high  school  and  col¬ 
lege.  On  Staten  Island  he  needs  but  little  introduction 
to  his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  a  member  and  chaplain  of 
Mauresa  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus;  also  chap¬ 
lain  of  the  Governor  Dongan  Assembly,  fourth 
degree,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  has  other  affil¬ 
iations. 


REV.  TERENCE  F.  McNULTY — As  pastor  of 
St.  Ann’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Dongan  Hills, 
Rev.  Terence  F.  McNulty  holds  an  important  charge 
in  a  growing  community.  He  was  born  in  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania,  studied  at  White  House  Academy, 
Holy  Cross  College  and  St.  Joseph’s  Seminary.  Hav¬ 
ing  been  ordained  to  the  priesthood,  he  was  first 
assigned  to  the  parish  at  West  Point  for  three  years, 
after  which  period  he  became  assistant  at  the  Church 
of  the  Resurrection  and  remained  there  for  fifteen 
years.  Next  he  was  given  the  pastorate  of  Regina 
Coeli  Church,  Hyde  Park,  New  York,  and  then 
became  established  as  head  of  St.  Ann’s,  his  present 
pastorate.  This  parish  which  he  has  helped  to  develop 
so  satisfactorily,  was  founded  in  November,  1914, 
the  first  Mass  was  said  on  the  Richmond  Fair 
Grounds,  and  at  Christmas  time  that  year  services 
were  held  in  a  small  barn  on  Richmond  Road.  Since 
then  four  missions  have  been  established,  at  Midland 
Beach,  South  Beach,  Concord,  and  Grant  City.  The 
first  pastor  was  Joseph  Murray,  who  was  succeeded 
by  Father  Farrell,  who,  in  turn,  gave  place  to  Father 
McNulty.  The  present  church  edifice  was  erected  in 
1922. 

The  bounds  of  St.  Ann’s  parish  are  figured  to  be 
Jefferson  Avenue  on  the  south,  Fingerboard  Road 
on  the  west,  and  Hyland  Boulevard  and  Ocean  Ter¬ 
race  on  the  north  and  east,  the  east  taking  in  Graham 
Beach  to  Jefferson  Avenue.  Here  Father  McNulty’s 
work  has  been  markedly  successful.  He  is  affec¬ 
tionately  regarded  by  all  parishioners,  in  whose  serv¬ 
ice  he  is  devoted. 

Father  McNulty  is  a  member  of  the  Holy  Name 
Society  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 


CHARLES  EMIL  HOYER— The  nearest  thing 
to  life  on  the  rolling  main  is  the  picturesque  and 
useful  existence  worked  out  by  Charles  E.  Hoyer, 
long  an  outstanding  resident  of  Staten  Island,  chief 
clerk  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  dean  of  the  news¬ 
paper  men  of  this  fair  domain.  Mr.  Hoyer  was  born 
aboard  the  ship  of  which  his  father  was  master,  and 
during  his  life  afloat  he  acquired  the  first  rudiments 
of  his  education. 

The  family  of  Hoyer  has  been  prominent  in  Staten 
Island  ever  since  the  days  of  Charles  F.  Hoyer, 
grandfather  of  Charles  E.  Hoyer,  the  former  having 
come  from  Germany  and  established  the  old  Hoyer 
homestead  here.  This  elder  Hoyer  was  among  the 
first  to  introduce  foreign  music  in  the  United  States, 
and  thus  conferred  a  lasting  benefit  upon  the  lovers 
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of  the  musical  arts  in  this  country.  He  became  a 
person  of  considerable  distinction  in  the  affairs  of  his 
adopted  country,  and  was  appointed  by  President 
Andrew  Jackson  to  be  consul  to  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Baden. 

Members  of  Mr.  Hoyer’s  family,  on  both  sides  of 
his  house,  had  followed  the  sea  for  four  generations. 
His  father,  Charles  W.  Hoyer,  born  in  Duane  Street, 
Manhattan,  came  to  the  island  with  his  parents  when 
very  young.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  could 
resist  no  longer  the  surge  of  the  sea  in  his  blood, 
and  shipped  on  a  vessel.  Seafaring  remained  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  his  lifetime.  He  was  bound  to  learn  all 
there  was  to  be  known  about  ships  and  the  navigator’s 
science,  so  he  attended  a  school  of  navigation  in  Ger¬ 
many.  It  was  while  pursuing  his  studies  that  he  met 
the  young  woman,  Gesine  Cornelius,  a  native  of  the 
Fatherland,  whom  he  married.  As  he  rose  to  the 
position  of  master  mariner,  he  was  enabled  to  take 
his  bride  aboard  the  ship  with  him,  and  she  made 
many  journeys  from  port  to  port  with  her  husband. 

Charles  E.  Hoyer,  son  of  Captain  Charles  W. 
and  Gesine  (Cornelius)  Hoyer,  was  born  aboard  the 
American  sidewheel  steamship  “Atlantic,”  a  pas¬ 
senger  vessel  which  plied  between  New  York  and 
Bremen,  Germany.  With  his  mother  as  preceptress 
he  learned  his  “a-b-c’s”  aboard  ship  with  the  news¬ 
papers  as  his  textbooks.  When  the  time  arrived  that 
he  ought  to  be  taking  higher  studies,  his  parents  saw 
him  installed  in  the  schools  of  Staten  Island,  making 
his  home  at  Stapleton,  where  he  has  resided  for  nearly 
forty-five  years.  From  the  Stapleton  schools  he  went 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  finished  his  education  in  an 
institution  in  which  academic  studies  and  military 
training  were  combined. 

In  1883,  Mr.  Hoyer  became  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  Estate,  and  for  forty-five  years  he  has  figured 
prominently  in  the  newspaper  game  in  the  city  proper 
and  on  the  island.  He  first  was  taken  on  the  staff 
of  the  old  “New  York  Herald,”  and  soon  demon¬ 
strated  that  he  had  a  “nose  for  news.”  It  was  not 
long  before  he  was  mounting  the  ladder,  to  the  top 
of  which  he  attained  in  1898,  when  he  was  assigned 
to  “cover”  Mayor  Van  Wyck’s  rendezvous  at  Lake- 
wood,  New  Jersey.  That  was  the  year  in  which 
Greater  New  York  came  into  existence,  and  with  the 
powers  that  were  organizing  the  city  departments 
our  young  newspaper  man  was  in  high  favor.  He 
was  asked  to  make  choice  of  some  position,  and 
without  hesitancy  selected  the  assistant  chief  clerk¬ 
ship  of  the  Staten  Island  Board  of  Health.  In  this 
position  he  fitted  nicely  and  with  increasing  efficiency, 
which  eventually  was  rewarded  with  promotion  to 
the  chief  clerkship.  All  told,  he  has  been  a  fixture 
on  the  island’s  Board  of  Health  for  practically  thirty 
years.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  first 
county  Board  of  Excise. 

For  forty  years  he  has  been  affiliated  with  the 
New  York  Press  Club,  and  is  one  of  its  oldest  mem¬ 
bers.  His  inability  to  abandon  newspaper  work  is 
resultant  in  great  gain  to  the  metropolitan  dailies 
served  by  his  connection.  The  former  star  of  the 
Press  Club  has  been  covering  the  island,  lo  these 
many  years,  for  the  big  dailies  of  the  greater  city. 
Even  at  his  age  of  threescore  and  three  years,  he 
is  a  valuable  asset  in  the  local  journalistic  field,  of 
which  he  has  the  honor  of  being  the  dean.  He  knows 
practically  everybody  on  the  island  of  prominence — 
and  then  some;  his  acquaintance  with  the  local  gov¬ 
ernment  and  all  other  matters  of  varying  degrees  of 
importance  in  the  various  channels  of  activity  is 
virtually  complete.  His  contacts  and  sources  of  news 
are,  therefore,  all  that  could  be  desired,  since  he  has 


entree  to  the  social,  civic  and  business  leaders  and 
people  in  all  walks  of  life  in  the  island,  which  to 
many  a  novice  would  be  denied. 

“Newspaper  reporting  keeps  a  fellow  young,”  said 
the  veteran  Mr.  Hoyer,  in  explanation  of  why  he  had 
remained  in  the  “game”  so  many  years.  “There’s 
something  new  every  day,  and  even  the  lack  of  it  is 
odd  and  makes  a  story  in  itself.  I  like  to  keep  in 
the  swim  of  things,  and  that’s  the  best  way  it’s  done. 
I  drifted  into  the  game  on  a  chance,  and  it’s  kept  me 
in  trim  for  forty-seven  years — and  a  good  many  more 
to  come.” 

Mr.  Hoyer  holds  office  as  commissioner  of  deeds. 
He  is  secretary  of  the  Staten  Island  Civic  League; 
served  as  secretary  of  the  first  citizens’  committee 
that  campaigned  for  the  projects  of  building  Staten 
Island  bridges;  is  a  member  of  the  Marine  Affairs 
Committee,  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce;  a  veteran  fireman,  member  of  the  Exempt 
Volunteer  Firemen’s  Association,  of  the  East  Shore, 
the  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  of  Edgewater,  and 
Enterprise  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  1.  Twice 
he  served  as  commodore  of  the  Staten  Island  Yacht 
Club.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  Tompkins 
Lodge,  No.  471,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which 
he  is  a  life-member,  and  the  Staten  Island  Lodge, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His 
social  organizations  are  the  Masonic  Club  of  Staten 
Island  and  the  Municipal  Square  Club. 

Charles  E.  Hoyer  married  at  Stapleton,  Emma  L. 
Mertens,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Louise  Mertens. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyer  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter, 
Harriett,  who  married  Lieutenant  Lewis  H.  Rabbage, 
of  the  United  States  Army,  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Ruth.  Mrs.  Rabbage  is  a  graduate  of  Notre  Dame 
Convent,  and  has  served  that  institution  as  vice- 
president  and  president  of  its  board  of  directors. 

By  way  of  conclusion  of  this  review,  mention  should 
be  made  of  the  fact  that  all  the  years  Mr.  Hoyer 
has  spent  as  a  stabilized  city  official  and  journalist 
among  landed  gentry  has  not  served  to  suppress  his 
love  of  the  sea  and  the  ships  that  ply  the  main.  He 
freely  owns  that  he  should  have  been  a  sailor — he 
simply  cannot  get  ships  out  of  his  blood;  they’re 
there  to  stay.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  have  a 
ride  on  Anton  Flettner’s  rotor  ship,  the  “Baden- 
Baden,”  which  is  named  after  the  capital  of  the 
German  principality  to  which  his  great-grandfather 
was  sent  as  United  States  consul. 


THOMAS  R.  McGINLEY — A  late  leader  of  the 
Democratic  party  on  Staten  Island,  whose  significant 
service  in  behalf  of  his  party  was  outweighed  only  by 
his  steadfast  loyalty  and  solicitude  for  this  borough- 
at-large,  was  Thomas  R.  McGinley.  In  his  appoint¬ 
ments  he  invariably  chose  men  of  strong  character, 
well  qualified  to  hold  position,  and  in  public  life  him¬ 
self,  served  diligently:  first,  as  Commissioner  of  Parks 
of  Richmond,  and  second,  as  Commissioner  of  Taxes. 
His  death  occurred  in  1925. 

Thomas  R.  McGinley  came  of  a  family  of  Irish  de¬ 
scent  and  bearing,  which  was  first  represented  on 
Staten  Island  in  the  early  nineteenth  century.  He  was 
born  September  14,  1874,  a  son  of  Roger  McGinley, 
who  for  several  years  was  a  member  of  the  Richmond 
County  Police  force.  The  younger  McGinley  ac¬ 
quired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  here,  after 
which  he  entered  the  mortuary  establishment  con¬ 
ducted  by  John  T.  Oates,  and  worked  long  and  will¬ 
ingly  as  an  apprentice.  At  length,  in  1904,  he  founded 
a  business  of  his  own,  which,  owing  to  the  training 
he  had  received  and  the  personal  care  and  super¬ 
vision  that  he  devoted  to  its  management,  became  ap- 


126 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


preciably  successful  during  the  years  that  followed. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  McGinley  had  begun  to 
devote  much  of  his  attention  to  other  interests  within 
Richmond  Borough,  paying  particular  consideration 
to  the  field  of  politics  and  to  civil  affairs.  In  1902 
he  was  appointed  chief  clerk  of  the  local  coroner’s 
office,  holding  this  position  from  twelve  to  thirteen 
years  and  retiring  with  the  last  coroner,  James  L. 
Vail,  when  this  office  was  declared  invalidate  and 
the  new  post  of  medical  examiner  created. 

During  the  late  Woodrow  Wilson’s  administration 
as  President  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  McGinley 
served  as  postmaster  of  Stapleton,  and  in  1921  he 
was  appointed  Commissioner  of  Parks  for  Richmond. 
This  office  had  been  established  in  1920,  thus  making 
him  the  first  incumbent.  He  remained  in  this  capacity 
during  1921  and  1922  until  being  made  Commissioner 
of  Taxes,  thereby  succeeding  Honorable  Anning  S. 
Prall  who  retired  following  his  election  to  Congress. 
The  office  of  park  commissioner  was  summarily  taken 
over  in  1923  by  John  J.  O’Rourke,  who  has  since 
continued  in  this  position. 

Mr.  McGinley’s  career  in  the  local  political  field 
can  best  be  characterized  as  forceful,  straight-forward 
and  above  all,  blessed  with  the  spirit  of  cooperation. 
He  came  into  early  prominence,  together  with  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Public  Works,  David  S.  Rendt,  as 
standard  bearer  for  the  Rooster  Democratic  party, 
which  supplanted  Nicholas  Muller  in  power  within 
the  local  organization.  During  the  administration  of 
the  late  Matthew  Cahill  as  borough  president,  Mr. 
Rendt  served  on  the  Board  of  Aldermen  while  his 
co-worker  won  his  way  forward  in  the  Democratic 
ranks.  Then,  upon  the  death  of  Borough  President 
Cahill,  while  in  office,  Mr.  McGinley  became  Demo¬ 
cratic  leader,  his  selection  being  the  only  logical  one 
in  view  of  the  keen  organizational  ability  and  the 
natural  political  acumen  he  had  displayed. 

Thomas  McGinley’s  strength  was  soon  evidenced  in 
the  designation  of  John  A.  Lynch  for  the  borough 
presidency  and  the  consequent  nomination  and  re- 
election  of  the  latter  to  office  in  a  subsequent  year. 
In  this  important  undertaking  he  had  wisely  obtained 
the  support  and  confidence  of  five  able  leaders,  high 
in  local  party  councils:  Municipal  Court  Judge 
Thomas  C.  Brown;  County  Clerk  James  L.  Vail; 
Commissioner  of  Highways  Joseph  McKay;  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Jurors  Edward  I.  Miller,  and  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Parks  John  J.  O’Rourke.  His  thorough  and 
conscientious  effort  in  behalf  of  party  cooperation  had 
also  won  him  the  full  approbation  and  aid  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  county  organization  and 
the  women’s  organization  under  the  capable  leader¬ 
ship  of  Mrs.  Camille  McSorley.  He  also  effected  the 
appointment  of  Albert  Fach  as  District  Attorney  for 
Richmond  County,  when  this  post  was  left  vacant  by 
the  selection  of  Joseph  Maloy  for  the  bench  of  the 
Court  of  Special  Sessions. 

As  a  result  of  his  labors  on  behalf  of  party  unity 
and  at  the  same  time  fulfilling  his  duties  as  tax  com¬ 
missioner,  Mr.  McGinley’s  health  began  to  fail  him  as 
early  as  1923.  Abounding  in  spirit,  yet  possessed  of 
a  comparatively  frail  constitution,  he  fell  prey  to  an 
illness  in  the  year  1925  that  ultimately  resulted  in  his 
death  on  May  15  of  that  year.  Undoubtedly  at  the 
height  of  his  effectiveness  as  a  leader  and  seemingly 
about  ready  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  solid  labor,  he 
was  taken  from  his  party  at  an  untimely  hour. 

During  his  lifetime  Thomas  McGinley  had  met  and 
cultivated  the  friendship  of  men  high  in  public  esteem. 
Mayor  John  F.  Hylan  of  New  York  City,  Judge 
Olvany  of  Tammany  Hall,  and  Commissioner  of 


Plant  and  Structures  William  Wirt  Mills,  were 
among  those  paying  tribute  to  his  memory  a  few 
short  hours  after  his  passing.  The  latter,  who  appre¬ 
ciated  fully  the  extent  of  his  ability  and  his  warm 
personal  interest  in  the  advancement  of  this  borough, 
said: 

The  people  of  Staten  Island  and  of  this  depart¬ 
ment,  particularly  of  the  ferry  bureau,  owe  a  great 
deal  to  Commissioner  McGinley  for  the  powerful 
assistance  he  has  given  me  in  the  building  up  of  the 
municipal  ferry  service  to  a  high  standard  of  effi¬ 
ciency  and  dependability,  and  it  is  proper  that 
recognition  of  this  service  should  be  made  by  this 
department.  As  a  public  official  whose  influence 
was  generously  asserted  in  all  measures  for  the 
building  up  of  his  Borough  of  Richmond  and  the 
promotion  of  efficient  public  service  in  various  de¬ 
partments  of  the  city  government,  due  recognition 
should  be  made  of  his  passing  from  the  scene  of  his 
labors. 

The  local  press  emphasized  Mr.  McGinley’s 
strength  of  purpose,  his  tenacity  and  keen  judgment. 
An  editorial  appearing  in  “The  Staten  Island  Ad¬ 
vance”  read  thus: 

Courage  was  his  outstanding  quality  and  one  that 
fitted  him  best  for  leadership.  He  never  dodged  an 
issue  or  a  responsibility,  was  outspoken  on  all 
questions  and  was  always  found  fighting  for  what 
he  considered  best  for  his  Island  home.  He  num¬ 
bered  among  his  friends  men  high  within  the  party 
in  city,  State  and  Nation  and  was  uniformly  re¬ 
spected  by  them  as  a  man  of  judgment  with  a  keen 
sense  of  right  and  wrong. 

In  addition  to  his  intrinsic  worth  to  his  borough  as 
a  citizen  and  public  servant  and  to  his  devotion  to  his 
family  and  home,  Mr.  McGinley  was  active  in  civic, 
fraternal,  patriotic,  and  political  societies.  He  was 
numbered  among  the  members  of  the  following  or¬ 
ganizations:  Staten  Island  Council,  No.  1662,  Knights 
of  Columbus;  the  Edgewater  Volunteer  Fire  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  was  a  former  chief;  the  Edgwater 
Veteran  Firemen’s  Association;  the  Tammany  Society 
of  which  he  was  a  Sachem;  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No. 
841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the 
William  McDermott  Association;  the  Cherokee 
Democratic  Club,  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  was 
of  the  congregation  of  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception,  the  Rev.  Ferris,  pastor. 

Following  fraternal  services  for  Mr.  McGinley 
which  took  place  at  his  late  home,  No.  138  Targee 
Street,  Stapleton,  funeral  services  were  performed  at 
the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  on  May  19, 
1925.  Mayor  Hylan,  the  entire  Democratic  committee 
of  the  local  organization,  and  hundreds  of  friends  and 
associates  of  the  late  Tax  Commissioner  were  present 
at  the  church  ceremony,  at  which  three  priests  offici¬ 
ated.  The  celebrant  was  the  Rev.  James  F.  Ferris,  . 
pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception, 
directly  representing  Cardinal  Hayes. 

Mr.  McGinley  was  survived  by  his  second  wife  and 
nine  children.  His  first  marriage  was  to  Mamie  Bird, 
of  Staten  Island.  Four  children  were  born  to  this 
union:  Marjorie;  Roger  T.,  of  whom  further;  Anna 
and  Clare.  Mrs.  McGinley’s  death  occurred  in  1909, 
and  her  husband  married  (second),  Mrs.  Virginia 
Kerr,  of  Staten  Island.  Children  by  this  marriage 
were:  Thomas,  John,  Virginia,  Edmund,  and  Ken¬ 
neth. 

Roger  T.  McGinley  was  born  May  12,  1902,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  local  schools  and  at 
Augustinian  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1916.  He  then  became  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  undertaking  business  and  upon  the  death  of  the 
latter  took  over  the  control  of  the  business.  He  is 
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well  known  on  the  Island  and  among  his  professional 
associates.  Fraternally,  he  is  identified  with  Lodge 
No.  841  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  un¬ 
married,  and  his  undertaking  establishment  is  situated 
at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Targee  streets,  Stapleton. 


CORTLANDT  LIVINGSTON  BOSTWICK— 

A  great  and  rapidly-increasing  business  on  Staten 
Island  which  owes  its  advancement  in  the  main  to  the 
building  of  adequate  connecting  links  between  this 
borough  and  New  Jersey  and  the  proposed  building 
of  similar  conveniences  between  here  and  both  Brook¬ 
lyn  and  Manhattan  Isle  is  that  of  real  estate  develop¬ 
ment.  Another  reason  for  the  prominence  of  the 
calling  of  the  realtor  is  the  type  of  men  affiliated 
with  developments  here;  men  of  learning,  of  busi¬ 
ness  acumen  and  of  principles.  One  of  these,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Stapleton,  is  Cortlandt  Livingston  Bostwick 
of  a  Staten  Island  family  of  nearly  one  hundred 
years’  standing. 

A  son  of  William  Henry  and  Jane  C.  (Livingston) 
Bostwick,  the  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Tomp- 
kinsville,  April  8,  1866.  His  grandparents,  James 
Harvey  and  Maria  (Gardner)  Bostwick,  came  to 
Staten  Island  from  Auburn,  New  York,  sometime 
between  1840  and  1850  with  their  family  which 
included  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review. 
Auburn  had  been  the  home  of  the  Bostwick  family 
for  several  generations  where  they  carried  on  busi¬ 
ness  activities  and  professional  careers. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  present  Staten 
Island  resident  was  Samuel  Cortlandt  Livingston,  a 
native  of  New  York  City,  whose  family  came  to 
Richmond  County  in  the  middle  years  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century. 

William  Henry  Bostwick,  after  coming  to  Staten 
Island,  became  a  civil  engineer  and  a  surveyor  of 
note  who  lived  in  Edgewater  Village  for  several 
years.  Besides  being  a  man  of  education  and  cul¬ 
ture  and  one  endowed  with  a  keen  civic  sense  of 
duty,  he  was  mainly  interested  in  his  home  and 
family. 

Cortlandt  L.  Bostwick  received  his  early  school¬ 
ing  at  privately  conducted  institutions  in  Staple- 
ton  and  Tompkinsville.  As  a  youth  his  desires  and 
hopes  led  him  to  believe  that  his  future  was  con¬ 
cerned  mainly  with  the  real  estate  business  either  in 
this  borough  or  elsewhere.  He  foresaw  a  particularly 
large  development  coming  in  Staten  Island  and  one 
that  would  bring  to  public  attention  land  in  hitherto 
unexploited  sections.  Properties  acquired  by  his  late 
father  were  handled  by  him  at  one  time  during  his 
career  but  at  the  present  time  he  is  carrying  on  more 
exhaustive  enterprises. 

Besides  his  real  estate  operations,  Mr.  Bostwick 
has  also  taken  an  interest  in  civic  and  political  affairs 
in  the  borough  of  Richmond.  He  served  as  county 
clerk  of  the  borough  for  eight  terms  and  continued 
to  be  a  leader  of  the  Tammany  organization  in  Staten 
Island.  He  is  a  member  and  was  formerly  very 
active  in  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  North  Shore  Vet¬ 
eran  Firemen’s  Association,  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles,  and  the  Woodmen  of  America.  Fraternally, 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No. 
841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In 
his  religious  persuasion  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Stapleton. 

Mr.  Bostwick  was  married  (first)  at  Stapleton,  in 
1887,  to  Bertha  Hitchcock,  of  an  old  Staten  Island 
family,  who  died  in  1896.  By  this  marriage  Mr. 
Bostwick  has  one  daughter,  Valina  Perry  Bostwick 
who  remains  at  home.  His  second  marriage  took 


place,  in  1906,  to  Bertha  (Hurst)  McKinley,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  prominent  Stapleton  family.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Theresa  Hurst,  and  the 
widow  of  William  McKinley,  a  native  of  New  York 
City.  The  Bostwick  home  is  located  at  No.  176 
Wright  Street,  Stapleton. 


REV.  FATHER  GREGORY  SCHEUERMANN 

— When  one  enumerates  the  interesting  personages 
to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  our  island’s  history,  and 
among  them  that  important  group  who  have  led  in 
religious  and  educational  endeavors,  there  appears 
the  name  of  the  rector  and  president  of  St.  Francis 
College,  Father  Gregory  Scheuermann,  O.  M.  C.,  a 
recent  but  honored  resident  among  us. 

Father  Gregory  is  a  native  of  Albany,  New  York. 
His  early  schooling  was  received  in  the  parish  of 
Our  Lady  of  Angels,  in  that  city.  He  afterwards 
attended  St.  Francis  College,  in  Syracuse,  and  then 
went  abroad,  receiving  his  Doctor  of  Philosophy  and 
Doctor  of  Divinity  degrees  at  the  American  College 
in  Rome.  His  entire  life  of  about  fifty-two  years  has 
been  chiefly  devoted  to  the  educational  side  of  his  reli¬ 
gious  order  and  in  this  work  he  has  gained  much 
knowledge  and  experience.  He  was  once  rector  of  St. 
Francis  College,  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  and  later  of 
St.  Anthony-on-Hudson  at  Rensselaer,  New  York. 
The  church  at  Nassau  in  this  State  was  built  through 
his  efforts.  He  came  here  to  St.  Francis  College,  his 
present  duty,  in  1927.  With  such  widespread  and 
useful  service,  he  has  become  one  of  the  leading 
educators  and  administrators  of  his  order  in  this 
country. 

The  following  lines  give  a  detailed  history  of  St. 
Francis  College  on  Todt  Hill,  the  latest  charge  of 
Father  Gregory: 

The  ceremony  of  blessing  the  buildings  of  St. 
Francis  College,  on  the  summit  of  Ocean  Terrace 
and  the  Todt  Hill  Road,  was  performed  on  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1928,  by  His  Eminence,  Patrick  Cardinal 
Hayes.  The  land  upon  which  these  buildings  stand 
forms  part  of  the  Manor  of  Castleton,  a  tract  of 
5,100  acres  granted  in  1687  to  John  Palmer,  and 
conveyed  within  'a  week’s  time  to  Governor  Thomas 
Dongan,  afterwards  Earl  of  Limerick.  The  manor 
extended  from  the  present  West  New  Brighton  on 
the  north  shore  of  the  island  to  the  present  Dongan 
Hills;  it  was  inherited  by  his  nephew,  Walter  Don- 
gan,  who  died  in  1750,  and  later  by  this  nephew’s 
sons  and  grandsons,  by  whom  it  was  sold  in  various 
parcels  for  trifling  sums.  The  greater  part  of  it, 
being  hilly  and  distant  from  the  shores,  was  used 
in  the  eighteenth  century  as  commonage,  that  is, 
forested,  unfenced  land  in  which  cattle  and  swine 
might  roam  in  common,  each  branded  to  show  owner¬ 
ship,  and  feed  upon  the  abundant  grasses  which 
grew  in  the  open  glades  and  the  acorns  and  nuts 
that  fell  from  the  oaks,  chestnuts  and  beeches  of  the 
forest. 

Notwithstanding  the  scenic  beauty  of  the  site 
chosen  for  St.  Francis  Codege,  the  highest  land  on 
the  Atlantic  Coast  from  Maine  to  Florida,  it  has 
been  but  little  used  since  the  time  of  Governor  Don¬ 
gan.  Portions  of  the  great  tract  began  to  be  worked 
for  their  deposits  of  limonite  iron  ore  about  1830, 
and  a  few  houses  have  been  built  on  Ocean  Terrace 
since  1900,  a  few  at  its  eastern  extremity  even  earlier. 
It  is  remarkable  that  this  should  be  so,  for  the  view 
in  every  direction  is  unsurpassed.  To  the  north,  the 
eye  beholds  the  villages  on  the  north  shore  of  Staten 
Island,  separated  by  the  Kills  from  those  of  New 
Jersey,  which  gradually  become  dimmed  by  distance, 
until  thirty  miles  away  the  view  is  bounded  by  the 
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Orange  Mountains.  To  the  south  the  view  is  quite 
different,  embracing  the  plains  of  New  Dorp  in  the 
foreground,  with  the  Lower  Bay,  the  Highlands  of 
Navesink,  and  the  great  ocean  beyond.  These  views, 
as  well  as  others  to  the  east  and  west,  less  far-reach¬ 
ing  but  also  beautiful,  have  drawn  pedestrians,  horse¬ 
back  riders  and  equipages  of  all  kinds  to  the  summit 
of  the  island  for  many  years,  and  most  of  them  have 
stood  there  to  voice  their  enthusiastic  enjoyment  of 
the  scene. 

Such  visitors  to  the  highest  point  of  Staten  Island 
saw  in  the  summer  of  1927  an  unusual  building 
project  in  progress  and,  upon  inquiry  of  John  Mahon, 
superintendent  of  construction,  for  Isaac  A.  Hopper’s 
Sons,  learned  that  a  high  school  and  college  for  the 
eastern  district  of  the  Franciscan  Order  was  in 
progress.  The  Franciscan  Order  was  founded  in 
1208  by  St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  one  of  the  most  remark¬ 
able  men  of  his  age,  who  in  his  twenty-sixth  year 
gave  away  all  his  property,  and  established  an  order 
approved  by  Pope  Innocent  in  1216.  The  growth  of 
the  order  after  his  death  in  1226  is  as  wonderful  as 
the  extremes  to  which  he  carried  its  vows  of  poverty. 
In  less  than  a  century,  no  fewer  than  124,000  Francis¬ 
cans  died  while  ministering  to  victims  of  the  plague. 
In  the  course  of  time  it  became  subdivided;  the 
branch  directly  concerned  in  St.  Francis  College  is 
known  as  Friars  Minor  Conventual.  Their  students 
have  heretofore  been  educated  at  Mt.  St.  Francis  Col¬ 
lege,  Floyds  Knobs,  Indiana.  The  division  into  two 
provinces,  eastern  and  western,  necessitated  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  Staten  Island  college,  where  students  will 
remain  for  four  years  of  high  school  and  two  of 
college.  Thereupon  they  will  be  admitted  to  the 
novitiate  at  St.  Francis  Convent,  Syracuse,  New 
York.  After  the  novitiate,  the  students  are  advanced 
to  St.  Anthony-on-Hudson,  Rensselaer,  New  York, 
and  St.  Bonaventure’s  Convent  and  College  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  District  of  Columbia,  for  four  years  of  philoso¬ 
phy  and  theology.  There  are  fifty-one  students  this 
year,  and  it  is  expected  that  within  two  years  there 
will  be  a  student  body  of  one  hundred  or  more. 

St.  Francis  College  at  present  consists  of  three 
buildings.  The  college  building  is  Romanesque  in 
architecture,  built  of  tapestry  brick  with  terra  cotta 
trimmings.  Above  the  main  entrance  is  a  large  inlaid 
cross  with  the  Franciscan  coat-of-arms.  There  are 
three  stories  and  a  basement.  Dormitories  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  students  occupy  the  third  story;  the 
classrooms,  laboratory  and  two  spacious  study  halls 
occupy  the  second  story;  in  the  first  story  are  the 
professors’  quarters,  the  office  and  reception  rooms; 
dining  hall,  and  kitchen;  and  in  the  basement  are  the 
boiler  room,  laundry  and  storage  rooms. 

The  chapel  building  has  nine  altars:  the  main 
altar,  two  side  altars,  dedicated  to  the  Sacred  Heart 
of  Jesus  and  to  the  Immaculate  Virgin  Mary,  and 
six  side  chapel  altars.  Its  vaulted  roof  stands  far 
above  the  organ  loft;  beneath  it  is  the  gymnasium, 
communicating  with  the  college  building. 

The  Sisters’  Convent  has  accommodations  for  six 
sisters;  its  chapel  is  a  veritable  gem  of  artistic 
design. 

The  tower  of  the  college  building  rises  above  the 
roof  with  spaces  open  to  the  air  for  silent  medita¬ 
tion  and  study.  It  commands  a  view  of  the  forest 
that  surrounds  the  buildings  on  three  sides  and  of 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  miles  away  to  the  south.  The 
architect  whose  genius  created  this  ornament  to 
Staten  Island  was  Hans  P.  Weber,  of  Albany. 

Associated  with  Father  Gregory  Scheuermann  are 
Rev.  Pius  Schaefer,  O.  M.  C.,  Rev.  Ernest  Duffy, 
O.  M.  C.,  Rev.  Francis  Edic,  O.  M.  C.,  Rev.  Albert 


McIntyre,  O.  M.  C.,  and  Rev.  Roland  Gross,  O.  M. 
C.,  as  members  of  the  faculty.  Charles  Wetmore  is 
superintendent. 


ANDREW  POWELL — An  esteemed  South  Shore 
resident  of  the  past,  who  came  to  Huguenot  Heights 
in  1889  in  order  that  he  might  spend  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  a  quiet,  restful  neighborhood,  was 
Andrew  Powell,  a  man  kindly  and  unselfish  in  nature, 
and  a  devoted  citizen  to  his  adopted  place  of  abode. 
For  years  he  maintained  a  successful  real  estate  busi¬ 
ness  in  Manhattan’s  West  Side,  and  was  otherwise 
influential  in  important  affairs. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Powell  family  was  Thomas 
Powell,  whose  birth  occurred  in  England  in  the  fore 
part  of  the  1600’s.  Having  been  the  recipient  of  a 
land  grant  from  his  Majesty,  King  George,  he  left 
his  native  country  and  came  to  America  in  early 
settlement  days.  He  located  on  Long  Island  and 
there  became  the  proprietor  of  an  extensive  acreage 
located  not  far  from  Manhattan,  upon  which  he  built 
a  substantial  house.  He  held  the  position  of  country 
squire,  represented  his  King  and  country  throughout 
the  district,  acted  as  court  crier,  as  a  mediator  and 
judge  in  civil  disputes,  and  was  withal  a  Quaker 
possessed  of  strong  religious  beliefs.  It  was  said  of 
him  that  he  even  designed  to  pay  taxes  to  the  Indians 
in  lieu  of  rendering  levy  to  his  Majesty.  A  man  of 
influence  and  acumen,  he  was  distinctly  an  able 
pioneer,  and  one  whose  line  of  descent  follows  directly 
to  the  late  Andrew  Powell,  of  Staten  Island. 

The  name  of  Thomas  Powell’s  first  wife  is  not 
recorded,  though  she  became  the  mother  of  eight 
children.  Following  her  demise,  her  husband  mar¬ 
ried  (second),  on  February  2,  1690,  Elizabeth  Phil¬ 
lips  of  Westbury,  Long  Island,  and  to  this  union 
several  children  were  born.  Thus  with  the  coming 
of  this  second  generation  there  developed  numerous 
branches  which  in  later  years  spread  to  various  parts 
of  the  country. 

The  grandfather  of  Andrew  Powell  was  Stephen 
Powell,  fifth  in  line  of  descent  from  Thomas,  who 
married,  and  became  the  father  of  Benjamin  Powell. 
The  latter,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1792,  received  his 
education  in  old  Manhattan  (now  New  York) ;  in 
Longworth’s  Directory  of  New  York,  compiled  in 
1834,  he  was  listed  as  a  carriage  builder  at  83  Clinton 
Street  and  191  Delancey  Street.  He  married  Mary 
Ann  Waters,  daughter  of  Captain  Richard  Waters, 
who  fought  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  on  the  event 
of  the  sinking  of  his  ship,  he  was  captured  by  the 
British  and  taken  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  After 
managing  to  escape  from  his  captors  he  returned  to 
New  York  to  report  to  his  superior  officers  for 
further  duty.  A  gallant  soldier  and  leader,  his  name 
is  recorded  among  the  heroes  of  that  war,  who  fought 
successfully  for  the  maintenance  of  our  country’s  inde¬ 
pendence.  Benjamin  and  Mary  Ann  (Waters)  Powell 
were  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  Andrew 
was  the  eldest. 

Andrew  Powell  was  born  October  14,  1834,  and 
in  his  early  youth  attended  the  Secor  School  in 
Bloomfield,  New  Jersey,  a  select  institution  of  high 
standing.  Following  this,  he  became  a  student  at 
Amenia  Seminary  on  the  Hudson,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  scholastic  honors.  Thus  equipped 
with  a  substantial  education  he  ventured  forth  into 
the  world  of  business  in  which  he  was  destined  to 
meet  with  success.  New  York  was  then  developing 
rapidly  in  an  industrial,  commercial,  and  residential 
sense,  and  many  persons  were  engaged  in  real  estate 
operations,  particularly  on  the  west  side.  Establish¬ 
ing  his  headquarters  on  West  Seventy-second  Street, 
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at  the  corner  of  Columbus  Avenue,  in  the  Central 
Park  district,  he  managed  a  realty  business  of  his 
own  and  thus  aided  greatly  in  the  development  of  the 
surrounding  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Powell  remained  in  New  York  until  1889, 
when  he  removed  to  Staten  Island  and  purchased  the 
Bennett  Mansion,  known  as  “The  Maples,”  a  fine 
old  residence  located  on  Huguenot  Heights.  He 
found  solitude  and  comfort  in  his  new  surroundings 
and  acquired,  in  all,  five  hundred  acres  of  land.  In 
the  meantime  his  New  York  business  interests  were 
maintained,  thus  making  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
travel  back  and  forth  for  several  years.  As  time 
went  on,  his  realty  operations  and  establishment  were 
gradually  enlarged,  due  to  the  building  developments 
in  the  section  in  which  he  was  mainly  interested. 
The  Staten  Island  Directory  of  1893  lists  Mr.  Powell 
as  a  broker  with  offices  at  No.  157  Broadway,  New 
York,  and  home  on  Huguenot  Road. 

A  truly  solicitous  and  devoted  resident  of  Staten 
Island,  Andrew  Powell  manifested  a  deep  concern 
in  civic  matters.  As  a  leader  in  progressive  move¬ 
ments,  a  supporter  of  charitable  institutions,  and  a 
man  who  befriended  many  persons  who  were  in  need 
of  assistance,  he  became  greatly  respected  through¬ 
out  Richmond  County.  A  tangible  expression  of 
his  concern  for  his  home  community  was  his  success 
in  helping  to  establish  a  post  office  in  Huguenot 
Park.  In  his  political  affiliation  he  was  a  staunch 
Republican  and  a  firm  advocate  of  sound  policies 
in  the  conduct  of  national,  State  and  local  govern¬ 
ment.  He  was  offered  the  post  of  Commissioner  of 
Immigration  of  the  United  States  by  President  Wil¬ 
liam  McKinley,  but  declined  the  appointment.  Mr. 
Powell’s  attachment  to  his  home  and  family  was 
strong  and  abiding.  The  Woodrow  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  numbered  him  among  its  leading  mem¬ 
bers  to  the  time  of  his  death,  January  11,  1913. 

Mr.  Powell  married  on  April  15,  1853,  Mary  Boe- 
veird,  daughter  of  James  and  Jean  (Carruthers) 
Boeveird,  of  New  York.  They  became  the  parents 
of  several  children  of  whom  all  but  three  died  in 
infancy.  These  three,  who  were  born  in  New  York, 
were:  1.  Andrew,  whose  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
fourteen.  2.  Mary  A.,  who  married  Frank  H.  Walker; 
they  reside  on  the  family  estate  at  Huguenot  Park. 
3.  Ida,  who  received  her  education  at  the  Pennington 
Institute,  Pennington,  New  Jersey,  and  at  the  Hunter 
College  in  New  York.  She  married,  on  May  13,  1885, 
Joseph  D.  C.  Priest,  a  direct  descendant  of  an  old 
Plymouth  Colony  family,  whose  forebears  came  to 
this  country  in  1620  on  the  good  ship,  “Mayflower.” 
A  daughter,  Ethel  M.,  was  born  to  them  May  8, 
1886;  she  grew  to  womanhood  on  the  island,  but  was 
called  away  by  death  January  11,  1919,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-one. 

Mrs.  Ida  (Powell)  Priest  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Press  Club  of  New  York,  and  she  has 
previously  held  similar  office  in  the  American 
Woman’s  League  for  Self-Defence,  both  societies 
numbering  within  their  membership  women  of  cul¬ 
ture  and  influence.  The  latter  organization,  a 
strongly-welded  league,  performed  valiant  service 
throughout  the  World  War,  Mrs.  Priest  being  among 
those  who  gave  unstintingly  of  their  time  and  energy 
to  this  work.  She  is  identified  with  the  Century 
Theater  Club,  and  the  Women’s  Forum,  of  which 
she  was  one  time  secretary.  In  the  Realty  Business 
Corporation,  of  New  York,  she  is  secretary  and 
treasurer.  She  is  also  active  in  civic,  charitable,  and 
social  work  on  Staten  Island.  During  the  Sixth  An¬ 
nual  Exhibition  of  the  Interborough  Fair  held  in 
S.  I.— 9 


Richmond  Borough,  in  September,  1910,  at  the  old 
hair  Grounds,  Dongan  Hills,  she  was  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  day,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Club 
Women’s  Day.  Other  events  on  our  island  could 
be  credited  with  Mrs.  Priest’s  participation  in  them, 
but  this  brief  record  of  her  career  will  suffice.  Mrs. 
Priest  resides  at  No.  580  Huguenot  Avenue,  Hugue¬ 
not  Park.  It  is  through  Mrs.  Priest  that  the  biog¬ 
raphy  of  Andrew  Powell,  her  father,  and  that  of 
Powell  family,  is  presented  in  this  work. 


OTTO  W.  PAPE — The  mercantile  progress  of 
any  community  is  enhanced  by  the  character  and 
personality  of  its  merchants.  Their  purpose  to  serve 
the  public  honestly  and  efficiently  has  a  direct  effect 
in  shaping  the  destiny  of  every  business  center. 
Stapleton  furnishes  a  good  and  lively  example  of 
this;  for  here  one  sees  representative  shops,  stores 
and  markets  which,  after  long  years  of  upbuilding, 
are  still  being  conducted  by  their  original  proprietors 
or  under  the  same  trade  names  by  their  successors. 
Forty-five  years  ago,  Otto  W.  Pape,  then  a  young 
lad,  first  came  to  Staten  Island;  and  it  was  Stapleton 
that  seemed  to  command  his  attention.  Since  then, 
except  for  the  years  between  1886  and  1893,  this 
town  has  been  the  seat  of  his  successful  business 
and  of  his  residence.  And  not  only  here,  but  through¬ 
out  the  island  he  is  favorably  known  by  countless 
numbers  of  fellow-citizens  and  their  families. 

Mr.  Pape  was  born  in  Hessen,  Germany,  June  12, 
1870.  He  received  some  education  in  his  native  land, 
and  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  came  to  this  country 
alone,  his  family  remaining  in  the  Fatherland.  After 
his  arrival  in  America  he  came  directly  to  Staten 
Island  to  reside  with  his  uncle,  Adolph  Pape,  a  mer¬ 
chant  of  Stapleton,  who  had  come  here  some  years 
earlier.  The  boy  obtained  his  first  business  train¬ 
ing  under  his  relative  and  remained  three  years  in 
his  employ.  The  elder  Pape  was  thorough  and  strict 
but  a  fatherly  type  of  man;  so  in  his  methodical 
way  he  set  his  nephew  at  work  doing  odd  chores 
about  the  store.  In  the  meantime,  young  Pape  made 
use  of  his  spare  time  by  attending  at  night,  old 
Public  School  No.  14  at  Stapleton,  and  quickly 
acquired  a  workable  knowledge  of  the  English 
language.  With  courage  and  perseverance  he  then 
struck  out  for  himself,  going  to  Brooklyn  where 
he  found  work  in  the  meat  market  of  William  Comer, 
who  had  long  been  engaged  in  this  line.  In  1887  he 
was  next  employed  in  the  butcher  business  of  Rein¬ 
hardt  Pape,  another  uncle  and  in  time  he  left  his 
uncle’s  employ  to  work  for  Martin  Shawback  in  his 
market.  During  these  years  in  Brooklyn  he  continued 
his  studies  by  reading  at  night,  besides  obtaining 
during  the  day  time  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
meat  and  provision  business.  Thus,  with  a  little 
hard  earned  capital,  he  purchased,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  the  interests  of  his  last-named  employer. 
This  place  of  business  was  situated  on  Reid  Avenue 
and  Van  Buren  Street  in  one  of  the  old  neighbor¬ 
hoods  of  that  city.  He  remained  there  three  years; 
but  on  account  of  ill  health,  his  physician  advised 
him  to  seek  an  outdoor  occupation.  Instead,  he  took 
a  vacation  of  several  months  and,  his  health  hav¬ 
ing  recuperated*  sufficiently,  he  returned  to  Staten 
Island  on  a  visit.  By  chance  he  saw  a  vacant  store 
in  Stapleton,  the  very  one  that  has  housed  his  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  past  thirty-five  years.  At  that  time 
Stapleton  seemed  none  too  promising  to  a  man  about 
to  embark  in  a  new  business  venture;  but  Mr.  Pape 
had  visions  of  future  local  development.  At  the  time 
there  were  a  number  of  vacant  stores  in  the  town, 
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and  the  population  was  rather  small  and  quite  scat¬ 
tered.  These  facts  coupled  with  keen  competition 
from  the  older  merchants  caused  him  a  hard  uphill 
climb.  However,  he  opened  his  market  in  1893,  and 
by  close  application,  diligence,  and  courteous  and 
fair  treatment  he  built  a  reputation  that  in  time 
made  his  establishment  one  of  the  well-known  places 
in  the  town.  He  was  the  first  on  the  island  to  intro¬ 
duce  motor  service  for  delivery,  and  as  his  business 
grew  cars  were  added  until  it  required  a  fleet  of  six 
to  serve  his  trade.  When  horses  were  in  vogue  for 
such  service  he  operated  no  less  than  ten  delivery 
vehicles.  His  trade,  including  leading  families  on  the 
island,  soon  numbered  hundreds  of  customers  and 
has  increased  constantly  even  to  the  present  time. 
Today,  Pape’s  market  at  the  corner  of  Bay  and 
Thompson  streets,  Stapleton,  is  an  institution  by 
virtue  of  the  long  span  of  its  successful  years,  the 
volume  of  its  business  and  the  number  of  its  patrons. 
Such  a  record  is  well  worthy  of  being  inscribed  in 
this  history.  The  story  of  this  merchant,  a  truly 
self-made  man,  furnishes  inspiration  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  every  aspiring  youth. 

Aside  from  his  special  business,  Mr.  Pape  has 
interested  himself  in  every  phase  of  the  life  of  his 
community  and  its  general  progress.  The  imposing 
Pape  office  building  at  the  junction  of  Beech  Street 
and  Union  Place,  Stapleton,  was  erected  by  him  in 
1922.  A  five-floor  fireproof  structure  throughout,  it 
is  one  of  the  few  modern  public  office  buildings  of 
its  kind  and  the  largest  individually  owned  on  the 
island.  Besides  this,  Mr.  Pape  is  the  proud  owner 
of  other  well  kept  properties,  both  business  and 
residential,  which  he  personally  superintends  and 
cares  for. 

In  a  quiet,  unostentatious  way  Mr.  Pape  supports 
the  various  civic  and  philanthropic  organizations 
and  movements  for  the  betterment  of  Staten  Island; 
but  the  long  and  confining  hours  of  his  business 
prevent  him  from  taking  part  in  their  administration. 
He  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  local  lodge 
of  Elks,  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Staten  Island  Civic  League  and  the  Staten  Island 
Yacht  Club.  Mr.  Pape  has  always  been  a  thought¬ 
ful  reader  of  worth-while  literature  and  keeps  him¬ 
self  thoroughly  informed  on  all  matters  of  current 
interest  and  importance. 

In  New  York  City,  on  September  2 7,  1921,  Mr. 
Pape  married  Mary  F.  Fay,  a  woman  of  culture 
and  an  able  and  devoted  helpmate.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pape  live  a  quiet  and  modest  home  life.  Their  tastes 
are  similar  and  their  recreations  include  an  occasional 
sojourn  in  some  interesting  locality. 

WILLIAM  A.  REGAN  — Ambition  and  earnest¬ 
ness  are  leading  factors  in  the  attainment  of  success; 
and  a  keen  uphill  struggle  to  arrive  at  a  desired  goal 
is  in  particular  a  worthy  accomplishment.  In  all 
fields  of  endeavor  we  observe  our  fellowmen  working 
tirelessly  and  with  increasing  initiative  towards  an 
end  that  invariably  justifies  itself  for  the  labor  thus 
involved.  In  the  career  of  William  A.  Regan,  whose 
activities  in  the  profession  of  accountancy  and  as 
traveling  auditor  for  one  of  the  large  merchandising 
organizations  in  New  York,  can  be  found  the  embodi¬ 
ment,  in  full  measure,  of  these  necessary  qualities. 

The  gaining  of  his  present  position  has  meant  an 
appreciable  sacrifice  of  time  and  effort  on  his  part 
to  acquire  sufficient  equipment  for  a  clear  and  dis¬ 
tinctive  knowledge  of  his  calling. 

A  native  of  our  community,  he  was  born  in  New 
Brighton,  on  December  4,  1897,  son  of  Dennis  and 
Mary  (Crimmins)  Regan.  He  has  a  sister,  Mary, 


and  a  brother,  James.  On  his  father’s  side  he  was 
descended  from  a  family  whose  name  was  prominent 
in  the  annals  of  Cork  County,  Ireland,  while  his 
mother  was  of  a  family  long  conspicuous  in  the 
affairs  of  Kilkenny  County  in  that  country.  Follow¬ 
ing  their  marriage  in  Ireland,  Dennis  Regan  and  his 
wife  came  to  America  in  the  “nineties”  and  settled 
here  at  New  Brighton;  thereby  making  their  per¬ 
manent  home  among  us.  Dennis  Regan  was  employed 
by  the  city  of  New  York  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  July  3,  1921. 

After  a  grammar  school  training  acquired  in  the 
local  schools,  William  A.  Regan  became  a  pupil  at 
La  Salle  Academy,  in  New  York,  where  he  succeeded 
in  achieving  a  high  scholastic  ranking.  Although  his 
several  studies  took  up  most  of  his  time,  nevertheless 
he  found  opportunity  to  indulge  in  athletics,  being 
especially  proficient  in  basketball  and  football.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  La  Salle  Academy  basketball 
team,  which  carried  away  the  Catholic  High  School 
Championship  of  New  York.  Holding  down  a  for¬ 
ward  berth  on  his  famous  quintet,  he  was  one  of  the 
team’s  leading  scorers;  and  all  in  all  a  fine  offensive 
player.  His  activities  in  football  were  perhaps  more 
pronounced  after  his  graduation  from  La  Salle  than 
they  had  been  while  a  student  there,  as  he  later 
played  with  the  Edgewater  Football  Club  of  Staple- 
ton,  and  then  with  the  strong  Crescent  Eleven.  Both 
clubs  were  especially  formidable  aggregations  in 
Staten  Island  football  circles. 

Following  an  eight  months’  service  in  the  United 
States  Navy  during  the  World  War,  he  turned  to 
the  field  of  business,  becoming  a  clerk  in  a  New 
York  exporting  office.  After  being  engaged  in  this 
occupation  for  some  time,  he  realized  that  ahead  of 
him  lay  a  much  more  valuable  and  exceedingly  well 
worthwhile  career,  which  could  be  begun  only  after 
the  sacrifice  of  his  evening  hours  for  night  school 
attendance. 

Entering  New  York  University,  he  took  courses 
in  accounting  and  business  administration,  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  diploma  from  this  institution  in  1923.  The 
profession  of  public  accounting  being  open  to  him,  he 
became  employed  by  the  organizations  with  which 
he  was  identified  for  ten  years.  In  1929  he  entered 
business  on  his  own  account — chain  store  merchandis¬ 
ing.  Outside  of  his  business  duties,  he  is  familiar 
with  the  past  history  of  the  island  and  particularly 
the  section  where  he  lives.  An  interested  observer 
of  the  island’s  development,  he  has  been  connected 
in  civic  affairs  to  the  extent  of  active  participation 
in  various  welfare  drives  and  charitable  projects.  The 
societies  of  which  he  is  a  member  are  the  Holy  Name 
Society,  the  Newman  Club  and  the  La  Salle  Alumni 
Association.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  most  active  worker 
in  the  Knights  of  Columbus  in  which  he  holds  the 
fourth  degree,  and  is  past  financial  secretary,  and 
a  Past  Grand  Knight  of  Richmond  County,  No.  351. 
He  is  also  Past  District  Deputy  of  the  Eleventh 
New  York  District,  which  includes  three  councils  on 
Staten  Island,  namely:  Richmond,  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton  and  Assumption.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with 
St.  Peter’s  Catholic  Church  of  New  Brighton,  he 
having  worshipped  here  during  his  entire  life  on  the 
island. 

Mr.  Regan’s  marriage  took  place  on  August  24, 
1925,  to  Lillian  E.  Johnson,  an  island  resident  and  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Sophie  (Johnson)  Johnson. 

Being  one  of  the  more  successful  of  our  island’s 
younger  citizens;  and  possessing  that  native  ability, 
enthusiasm  and  energy,  which  is  so  imperative  to  the 
needs  and  life  of  our  country  and  its  people,  it  is 
only  natural  that  a  bright  future  awaits  such  men 
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as  are  represented  in  the  personage  of  our  subject. 
And  while  his  activity  in  behalf  of  the  community 
is  somewhat  restricted  because  of  the  business  de¬ 
mands  on  his  services,  he,  nevertheless,  has  given 
good  account  of  himself  as  a  citizen  in  those  move¬ 
ments  nearest  his  ability  to  assist  in. 


FREDERICK  ROHDE — For  more  than  forty 
years,  the  grocery  firm  of  Rohde  and  Schmidt  has 
been  in  existence  on  Staten  Island.  The  present  suc¬ 
cess  of  this  enterprise  is  due  largely  to  the  untiring 
efforts  and  business  ability  of  Frederick  Rohde,  a 
late  resident  of  Grymes  Hill,  who  during  his  life 
time  was  a  participant  in  various  financial,  realty  and 
civic  movements  pertaining  to  the  development  of  this 
borough. 

Frederick  Rohde  was  born  in  Holstein,  Germany, 
June  24,  1865,  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Dora 
(Schmidt)  Rohde,  two  brothers,  Franz  and  Carl, 
completing  the  family.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  province  and,  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  came  to  America  aboard  a  sailing 
vessel  commanded  by  his  father.  Leaving  the  young 
man  in  New  York,  the  elder  Rohde  continued  his 
voyage  around  the  Seven  Seas.  Later,  upon  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  maritime  life,  the  father  brought  his  wife 
and  other  children  from  Germany  and  took  residence 
on  Staten  Island,  where  he  joined  his  son.  His  death 
occurred  here  in  1904,  burial  taking  place  in  the 
Moravian  Cemetery. 

Leaving  New  York  the  younger  Rohde  went  to 
Jersey  City  where  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  grocery 
store.  Several  years  later  he  made  a  visit  to  his  home 
town  in  Prussia  and  on  his  return,  in  1885,  settled 
in  Staten  Island.  In  1889,  he  and  his  cousin,  William 
Schmidt,  the  son  of  his  maternal  uncle,  bought  out 
the  grocery  business  of  John  D.  Kohlman,  then 
located  at  the  corner  of  St.  Mark’s  Place  and  Arietta 
Street,  the  latter  street  now  known  as  Victory  Boule¬ 
vard.  Thus  the  firm  of  Rohde  &  Schmidt  had  its 
inception,  a  partnership  which  continued  for  twenty- 
one  years  until  Mr.  Rohde  sold  his  interests  in  the 
business  to  Mr.  Schmidt  and  assumed  the  office  of 
postmaster  at  Stapleton  in  1910.  Four  years  later 
upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Schmidt,  he  repurchased  the 
business,  later  being  joined  by  his  two  sons,  Fred¬ 
erick  and  William  C.  In  1924  Mr.  Rohde  and  his 
sons  built  the  present  spacious  store,  and  building 
known  as  Central  Market,  where  everything  in  the 
line  of  food,  provisions,  and  even  ship’s  chandlery 
supplies  can  be  purchased.  In  addition,  the  establish¬ 
ment  is  equipped  with  a  modern,  sanitary  bakery  shop. 
Mr.  Swift,  the  Chicago  packer,  inspected  the  store 
during  the  course  of  a  visit  to  Tompkinsville  and 
stated  that  he  had  never  seen  its  equal  in  all  the 
towns  that  he  had  visited  throughout  the  country. 

In  addition  to  his  immediate  business,  Mr.  Rohde 
was  a  director  of  the  Stapleton  National  Bank,  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  Tompkinsville 
branch  of  the  Staten  Island  National  Bank  and  Trust 
Company,  and  a  charter  member  and  director  of  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  fraternal 
affiliation  was  with  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  701, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Extensively  interested 
in  the  real  estate  development  of  the  island,  he  built 
many  substantial  homes  and  was  the  owner  of  prop¬ 
erty  holdings  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  George, 
Tompkinsville,  Stapleton,  and  the  Silver  Lake  sec¬ 
tion.  Shortly  before  his  death  which  occurred  De¬ 
cember  25,  1928,  Mr.  Rohde  had  retired,  having 
turned  the  managerial  problems  over  to  his  two  sons, 
who  now  conduct  the  business  with  apparent  success. 

Thus  passed  away  one  of  Staten  Island’s  most 
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respected  citizens,  a  man  who  had  traveled  widely  in 
different  parts  of  the  world,  but  whose  interests  lay 
in  the  borough  where  the  larger  share  of  his  life 
was  spent.  He  contributed  to  the  civic  welfare  of  his 
home  community  in  an  unassuming  manner,  was  fond 
of  the  sea  and  delighted  in  sail,  and  motor  boating. 

On  May  12,  1891,  Mr.  Rohde  was  married  in  the 
old  Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  Brighton  Heights 
to  Theresa  M.  Hundemann,  daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Anna  (Opel)  Hundemann,  natives  of  Wies¬ 
baden,  Bavaria,  Germany.  The  elder  Hundemann 
came  to  the  United  States  before  the  Civil  War. 
He  and  Anna  Opel  were  married  in  Brooklyn,  and 
their  children  were  as  follows:  1.  Anna,  who  married 
John  D.  Kohlmann.  2.  Mary,  unmarried,  who  lives 
with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Rohde.  3.  Frederick,  who  died 
unmarried  in  young  manhood.  4.  Theresa  M.,  wife 
of  our  late  subject. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rohde, 
as  follows:  Frederick  L.,  a  graduate  of  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity,  who  with  his  wife,  Stephenie  Keller,  of  New 
Brighton,  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Frederick, 
Richard,  and  William,  born  in  1921,  1926,  and  1930 
respectively;  William  C.,  and  Edna,  both  unmarried. 

Mrs.  Theresa  M.  Rohde  resides  at  No.  8  Eddy 
Street  in  the  Grymes  Hill  section. 


GEORGE  J.  BECHTEL,  JR.— Character,  gen¬ 
erosity  and  willingness  to  labor  play  a  large  part 
in  the  unfolding  of  our  everyday  life  and  in  the 
acquiring  of  these  essentials  one  has  succeeded  in 
moving  very  close  to  the  goal  of  our  being.  One 
who  exemplified  this  and  who  was  a  citizen  of  Staten 
Island  for  a  long  number  of  years  as  well  as  a  fore¬ 
most  importer  in  New  York  City,  was  the  late 
George  J.  Bechtel,  Jr.,  who  died  October  13,  1916. 

Of  German  lineage,  the  birth  of  Mr.  Bechtel 
occurred  in  Bremen,  Germany,  April  25,  1841,  his 
parents  being  George  Bechtel,  a  native  of  Bremen, 
and  Margaret  (Drier)  Bechtel,  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  His  father  was  one  of  Bremen’s  distin¬ 
guished  citizens  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
mayor  of  that  historic  city. 

Coming  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents 
while  still  an  infant,  Mr.  Bechtel  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  this  country.  He  first  became  engaged 
as  an  importer  of  fine  foreign  woods.  A  few  years 
later,  however,  he  decided  to  turn  to  other  importation 
business  and  succeeded  in  maintaining  a  thriving  trade 
for  some  years. 

Leaving  the  latter  vocation,  the  next  step  taken 
by  our  subject  was  his  association  with  C.  F.  Schmidt 
and  Peters,  of  New  York  City,  sole  American  agents 
for  Veuve  Cliquot,  wine  and  choice  champagne.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  he  became  interested  in  Staten 
Island  real  estate  and  as  a  consequence  he  bought 
large  properties  in  Rosebank  and  elsewhere  through¬ 
out  the  island.  One  of  his  largest  purchases  at  this 
time  was  the  land  upon  which  Seaview  Hospital  now 
stands. 

Mr.  Bechtel  was  a  public-spirited  man  of  fine 
character  and  disposition.  Intelligent  and  earnest,  he 
was  prominent  in  political  and  civic  affairs  and  for 
some  time,  had  maintained  a  summer  residence  here. 
In  this  home  he  and  his  wife  attained  together  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a  host  and  hostess  as  they 
frequently  entertained  persons  of  nationwide  fame. 
One  of  those  was  Abraham  Lincoln.  Their  residence 
also  contained  many  valuable  antiques  including  paint¬ 
ing  of  “Old  Ironsides”  and  numerous  other  pic¬ 
tures  famed  for  their  beauty  and  artistry  of  design. 
Mementos  of  every  description  were  to  be  found 
here  including  several  documents  signed  by  Abraham 
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Lincoln  and  other  statesmen  who  were  active  in  the 
shaping  of  our  country’s  history. 

In  Brooklyn  the  Bechtels  owned  a  winter  home 
that  was  situated  in  one  of  the  foremost  residential 
districts  of  that  city.  Mr.  Bechtel  was  a  member 
of  the  volunteer  fire  departments  of  Brooklyn,  the 
Atlantic  Hose  Company,  No.  i,  and  Tompkinsville 
Hose  Company,  No.  x,  of  Staten  Island,  and  was 
active  in  its  organization  and  work,  being  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  latter  company. 

On  April  25,  1866,  Mr.  Bechtel  married  Sophie 
Mary  Mack,  of  an  old  Brooklyn  family.  Though 
born  in  Brooklyn  she  was  educated  in  France  and 
Germany.  Her  father  was  born  in  Wurttemberg, 
Germany,  November  7,  1816,  and  died  at  Clifton, 
Staten  Island,  October  7,  1880.  He  was  for  many 
years  an  importer  in  New  York.  Mrs.  Bechtel’s 
mother  was  Anna  Seguine,  of  an  old  Staten  Island 
family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bechtel  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Margaret,  who  lived  at  home  with  her 
mother  and  is  a  teacher  of  music.  2.  Anna,  became 
the  wife  of  Harry  Valentine,  who  died  several  years 
ago.  To  this  marriage  three  children  were  born, 
Henry,  Valerie  and  Kurt,  and  of  these  the  latter 
two  reside  with  their  mother  in  Hamburg,  Germany. 
Henry’s  death  occurred  in  California,  December  11, 
1917- 


REV.  JOHN  F.  SHANAHAN—"  Friend  of 
young  American  manhood,”  is  a  fitting  and  well- 
earned  title  for  Rev.  Father  John  F.  Shanahan, 
former  assistant  in  charge  of  the  executive  and 
administrative  offices  of  Mount  Loretto  Home,  at 
Princes  Bay. 

Father  Shanahan  was  born  in  Greenwich  Village, 
Manhattan,  November  15,  1896,  the  son  of  John  and 
Katherine  (Mclnerny)  Shanahan  both  of  substantial 
Irish  lineage.  The  elder  Shanahan  was  at  one  time 
postmaster  in  one  of  the  downtown  New  York  of¬ 
fices.  Both  parents  are  now  deceased.  Other  chil¬ 
dren,  in  addition  to  Father  Shanahan,  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Donald  Joseph,  a  newspaperman  of  note  in  his 
day;  Katherine,  and  Elizabeth,  all  deceased:  Mar¬ 
garet,  married  August  Piel,  of  New  Jersey,  and 
Mary,  who  is  employed  as  a  social  investigator. 

The  early  education  of  Father  Shanahan  was 
acquired  in  St.  Veronica’s  Parochial  School,  in  Green¬ 
wich  Village,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1910.  He  then  entered  Cathedral  College, 
at  Fifty-first  Street  and  Madison  Avenue,  Manhattan, 
and  there  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
At  Dunwoodie  Seminary  he  completed  his  studies 
for  the  priesthood  in  September,  1916,  and  was 
ordained  in  June,  1922.  Following  his  ordination, 
Father  Shanahan  came  to  Mount  Loretto,  Staten 
Island,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  orphanages  in 
the  metropolitan  district  of  New  York.  A  story  of 
this  institution  appears  elsewhere  in  this  history. 
Father  Shanahan  held  the  office  of  assistant  to  Mon¬ 
signor  Fitzpatrick,  and  had  full  charge  of  the  insti¬ 
tution  in  the  absence  of  the  latter.  He  was  very 
popular  with  the  children  and  took  a  keen  interest 
in  their  welfare.  In  the  field  of  athletics,  Father 
Shanahan  is  greatly  to  the  fore,  having  been  a  pro¬ 
fessional  basketball  and  baseball  player  before  enter¬ 
ing  Dunwoodie  Seminary.  He  organized  basketball 
and  baseball  teams  among  the  boys  of  the  orphanage, 
and  every  year  arranged  a  boxing  tournament.  In 
this  relation,  he  is  a  close  personal  friend  of  the 
illustrious  retired  heavyweight  boxing  champion,  Gene 
Tunney,  with  whom  he  went  to  school,  and  has  never 
missed  one  of  the  latter’s  contests,  having  been  at  his 


side  and  inspired  him  in  his  career  during  his  rise 
from  oblivion  to  the  position  of  world’s  master  boxer. 
Father  Shanahan,  while  here,  became  popular  with 
the  inhabitants  of  Richmond  Borough,  irrespective 
of  creed  or  race,  and  left  greatly  esteemed  and 
respected.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Veronica 
Lyceum;  still  continues  to  take  a  deep  interest  in 
the  Greenwich  Village  Association,  and  is  affiliated 
fraternally  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

On  October  19,  1928,  he  was  transferred  to  St. 
Brigid’s  Parish  in  New  York,  as  assistant  pastor 
where  he  continues  to  date  (1930). 


MAX  THATEN — Demonstration  of  the  high 
resolve  to  realize  a  worthy  ambition  in  life  has  been 
well  exemplified  in  our  community  in  the  life  of  one 
of  our  capable  and  energetic  citizens.  This  story 
describes  the  career  of  Max  Thaten  who  exercises 
control  of  nine  of  the  world’s  eleven  largest  piers  on 
our  water-front  between  St.  George  and  Stapleton. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Thaten  was  instrumental  in 
starting  operations  of  the  first  municipal  piers  on  the 
island  and  his  direction  of  these  most  valuable  water¬ 
front.  facilities  is  indicative  of  his  acumen  as  a  busi¬ 
ness  leader  and  his  genius  in  the  operation  of  ter¬ 
minals  on  a  large  scale.  All  matters  relating  to 
transportation,  by  ship  or  rail,  rapid  transit  by  tun¬ 
nel  or  bridge,  have  in  him  an  enthusiastic  and  con¬ 
sistent  champion.  Mr.  Thaten  is  also  among  the  civic 
leaders  of  Staten  Island,  and  is  foremost  in  every 
good  work  and  public  welfare  movement. 

Max  Thaten  was  born  in  Bremen,  Germany,  Au¬ 
gust  26,  1877,  the  son  of  Hermann  and  Bertha  Thaten, 
his  father,  a  well-known  musician  and  member  of  the 
Philharmonic  Society  of  that  city.  Their  son,  Max, 
made  the  most  of  his  educational  opportunities  in  his 
native  land  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  came  to 
America  and  located  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Having  been  born  and  reared  in  a  seaport  town, 
where  the  smell  of  the  sea  was  ever  in  his  nostrils 
and  the  lure  of  trade  and  commerce  kept  tugging  at 
his  ambition,  it  seemed  the  most  natural  thing  for 
him  to  take  a  position  with  an  import  and  export 
house  as  his  very  first  job.  That  was  when  and 
where  he  conceived  the  idea  of  some  day  managing 
a  shipping  business  on  his  own  account. 

The  habit  of  thrift  and  a  will  to  do,  supplemented 
by  a  capacity  for  hard  work,  and  more  of  it,  had 
been  cultivated  with  care  by  Max  Thaten  before  he 
left  Germany  in  his  middle  ’teens.  This  long  state¬ 
ment  as  to  his  character  has  to  do  with  his  earnest 
desire  to  complete  his  education  in  accordance  with 
American  standards.  While  still  performing  his  duties 
in  the  import  house,  he  took  a  number  of  night 
courses  at  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
where  he  acquired  valuable  knowledge  along  certain 
business  lines.  So  proficient  did  he  become  under  this 
training  that  he  was  made  the  subject  of  promotion 
and  an  increase  in  salary  by  his  employers.  Thus  he 
was  enabled  to  add  a  little  to  his  savings  against  the 
day  when  he  was  confident  he  should  embark  upon 
his  own  career. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  severed  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  exporting  and  importing  firm  and 
accepted  an  offer  of  a  secretaryship  with  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  whose  officers  had  ob¬ 
served  with  interest  his  excellent  work  as  student  and 
his  attachment  to  the  organization’s  ideals  and  serv¬ 
ice.  In  T899  he  came  to  Staten  Island  and  was  in¬ 
stalled  as  general  secretary  and  physical  instructor  of 
the  Tompkinsville  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion.  His  building  and  organization  became  the  com¬ 
munity  center  of  the  island,  the  while  he  rose  in  the 
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esteem  of  the  people.  His  official  association  with  the 
work  begot  a  love  for  the  island  and  its  folk.  Two 
years  later,  in  1901,  he  was  compelled,  by  a  physical 
collapse,  to  resign  his  secretaryship,  but  not  as  events 
happily  proved,  to  sever  his  relationship  with  the 
island  itself. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  he  completed  a 
second  contact  with  the  sea,  and  again  had  awakened 
within  him  an  urgent  desire  to  engage  in  business 
for  himself.  He  was  willing  to  start  at  the  bottom, 
and  he  did  so  with  a  nine-dollar-a-week  job  in  the 
employ  of  the  American  Dock  Company.  His  posi¬ 
tion  was  the  humble  one  of  messenger,  but  he  was 
not  destined  to  remain  in  it.  His  ability  won  him 
lecognition,  and  he  made  rapid  advance  through 
every  grade  of  the  business.  He  learned  steamship¬ 
ping,  warehousing,  railroading  and,  best  of  all,  co¬ 
ordination  of  all  those  three  principal  lines.  On 
toward  the  top  he  went,  and  in  1922  he  was  manager 
of  the  two  modern  terminals,  the  American  Dock  at 
Tompkinsville  and  the  Pouch  Terminals  at  Clifton. 
He  could  go  no  higher;  the  last  rung  in  the  ladder 
was  his.  He  could  not  be  admitted  as  a  stockholder 
in  the  company;  how  to  realize  the  ambition  that 
burned  within  him  became  the  question  of  the  hour. 
He  must  go  on  or  stagnate. 

Mr.  Thaten  is  nothing  if  not  resourceful.  He  would 
capitalize  his  past  activities  and  experience.  He  had 
led  a  fight  for  a  tunnel  across  the  bay,  and  had 
drawn  many  friends  to  himself  by  his  work  on  the 
island.  In  February,  1922,  he  resigned  his  position 
with  the  American  Dock  Company  and  became  a 
principal  in  the  Union  Transport  Company,  of  Man¬ 
hattan.  He  was  made  vice-president  of  that  concern, 
and  he  at  once  exerted  his  influence  toward  putting 
the  first  city  piers  at  Stapleton  in  operation.  In  1924, 
when  the  lessees  of  the  Municipal  piers  which  were 
built  during  Ex-Mayor  Hylan’s  administration,  re¬ 
fused  to  accept  the  terms,  as  laid  down  by  the  city  of 
New  York,  there  seemed  to  be  no  one  available  to 
take  them  over.  It  was  then  that  Borough  President 
John  A.  Lynch  suggested  that  Mr.  Thaten  might 
hold  the  key  to  the  solution  of  the  problem.  At  once 
Mr.  Thaten  perceived  the  opportunity  of  satisfying 
the  ambition  that  had  been  growing  upon  him  since  his 
youth.  Adoption  of  President  Lynch’s  suggestion 
saw  him  given  control  of  the  largest  water  facilities 
on  the  island.  Five  of  his  leased  piers  are  single¬ 
decked  and  four  are  double-decked.  One  of  his  main 
efforts  is  the  development  of  the  island’s  railroad 
traffic,  so  that  use  can  be  made  of  Piers  12  and  13, 
which  are  equipped  with  electric  cranes  and  railroad 
tracks.  Russian  export  traffic  is  handled  over  Pier  12. 

In  reviewing  Mr.  Thaten’s  experience  with  this 
immense  responsibility  of  managing  these  piers,  which 
until  his  connection  with  them  was  none  too  profitable 
for  the  city,  it  can  be  recalled  how  these  large  struc¬ 
tures  lay  somewhat  idle  and  in  danger  of  deterioration 
for  lack  of  use.  Little  by  little  and  after  an  uphill 
climb  their  new  director  brought  them  back  to  a 
state  of  activity  so  that  at  the  present  time  one  sees 
numerous  incoming  and  outgoing  ships  from  all  parts 
of  the  world.  The  future  gives  still  further  promise 
of  their  usefulness  and  with  their  various  facilities 
there  is  no  telling  the  part  they  may  play  in  the 
transportation  problem  of  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Thaten  is  an  ardent  worker  in  civic  causes. 
Any  movement  having  for  its  purpose  and  objective 
the  benefit  of  Staten  Island  has  in  him  a  stalwart 
champion.  He  has  been  president  continuously  since 
1923  of  the  Richmond  Borough  Board  of  Trade  and 
Transportation  of  New  York;  was  vice-president  in 
1927  of  the  New  York  Citizens  Committee  on  Tran¬ 


sit  and  Housing;  was  chairman  of  the  Joint  Tunnel 
Committee  of  the  Civic  League  Tunnel  Commission  in 
1921,  when  the  project  was  approved  and  started; 
and  has  been  chairman  since  1926  of  the  official  (Port 
Richmond- Bayonne)  Bridge  and  Tunnel  Commission. 
He  was  secretary  of  the  Silver  Jubilee  of  New  York 
City  in  1925  is  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Mayor’s 
Survey  and  Planning  Committee  and  has  acted  on 
various  civic  committees  since  he  came  to  reside  on 
the  island.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce  having  been  a  director  for 
twelve  years;  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Maritime  Association  of 
the  Port  of  New  York,  the  Maritime  Exchange,  the 
Staten  Island  Civic  League,  and  the  American  Com¬ 
merce  Association.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Mr.  Thaten  married,  November  2,  1907,  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Stapleton,  Lina  Richcn, 
daughter  of  Jules  and  Prudence  Richon,  her  father 
a  native  of  Switzerland  and  her  mother  of  France. 
The  Richons  are  now  residents  of  New  Brighton., 
Jules  Richon  is  a  retired  importer  of  wines.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thaten  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1. 
Max  Joseph,  died  in  infancy.  2.  Carl  Max,  born 
January  3,  1911,  a  graduate  of  Staten  Island  Aca¬ 
demy,  class  of  1929,  now  associated  with  his  father. 
3.  Wilma  Genevieve,  born  November  18,  1922.  The 
Thaten  residence  is  located  in  Silver  Lake  Road, 
Tompkinsville. 


REV.  THOMAS  J.  McLAUGHLIN— In  the 

spiritual  life  of  our  island,  Father  McLaughlin  is 
held  in  esteem,  and  as  pastor  of  St.  Patrick’s  Church, 
Richmond,  he  has  done  much  to  carry  the  traditions 
of  this  pioneer  Catholic  parish.  He  is  one  of  the 
active  priests  of  the  Archdiocese  of  New  York,  and 
he  has  left  nothing  undone  to  give  to  his  parishioners 
the  best  church  equipment,  school  facilities  and  other 
requisites  necessary  in  religious  administration.  The 
third  oldest  parish  on  Staten  Island,  St.  Patrick’s  was 
founded  in  1862  and  during  its  long  career  has 
ministered  to  the  needs  of  its  communicants  during 
the  succeeding  generations  and  is  now  a  landmark 
in  the  religious  progress  of  this  community. 

Father  McLaughlin  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
April  14,  1877,  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Whelehan) 
McLaughlin,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ireland, 
and  are  now  deceased.  James  McLaughlin  was  for 
many  years  a  contractor  in  the  metropolis  and  later 
purchased  a  large  farm  on  Staten  Island. 

Rev.  Thomas  J.  McLaughlin  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  New  York  City  and  at  Manhattan  Col¬ 
lege,  after  which  he  entered  Dunwoodie  Seminary, 
where  he  studied  for  the  priesthood,  to  which  he 
was  ordained  May  25,  1907.  After  his  ordination,  he 
was  appointed  as  curate  to  St.  Augustine’s  Church, 
Bronx,  and  was  next  transferred  to  the  Immaculate 
Conception  Church,  Stapleton,  where  he  was  ad¬ 
ministrator.  He  next  acted  in  the  same  capacity  to 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  Church  and  was  then  made 
assistant  at  the  Holy  Name  Church,  in  New  York. 
Later  he  was  transferred  to  St.  Joseph’s  Church  on 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Street,  where  he 
remained  until  his  appointment  to  the  pastorate  of 
his  present  church  on  January  11,  1925.  He  was 
administrator  at  St.  Joseph’s  also.  St.  Patrick’s 
parish,  his  present  charge,  as  in  times  past,  is  one 
of  the  most  progressive  on  this  island,  having  a 
substantial  and  well  cared  for  church  edifice,  a 
modern  and  complete  parish  school  erected  in  1919, 
and  a  Sisters’  Academy,  which  is  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  institutions  in  this  vicinity  in  the  realm  of 
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higher  education.  Father  McLaughlin  has  helped  to 
build  up  strong  parish  organizations  and  his  deep 
interest  in  proper  instruction  for  the  youthful  charges 
under  his  care  has  made  the  school  an  acknowledged 
leader.  Under  his  charge  is  also  a  chapel  at  the 
nearby  village  of  Oakwood  which  is  connected  with 
this  parish.  Father  McLaughlin  has  a  deep  love  for 
Staten  Island  as  in  his  youth  he  came  here  with  his 
family  to  spend  the  summer  on  the  farm  which  his 
father  owned  and  operated.  Since  returning  to  this 
vicinity,  he  has  given  generously  of  his  support  and 
influence  to  every  worthy  project  which  has  had  for 
its  purpose  the  advancement  and  improvement  of  this 
island  and  the  well-being  of  its  people.  His  charity 
and  assistance  in  public  affairs  have  made  him  a 
respected  and  admired  figure  by  all,  irrespective  of 
creed  or  race. 


JOSEPH  JEROME  LUCEY,  D.  D.  S.— Estab¬ 
lished  in  his  profession  on  Staten  Island  since  1919 
after  returning  to  civilian  life  from  military  service 
during  the  World  War,  Dr.  Lucey  served  a  sub¬ 
stantial  dental  practice  in  this  community.  He  was 
born  at,  New  Paltz,  New  York,  March  1,  1895,  a 
son  of  the  late  Michael  N.  and  Ellen  (Leahy)  Lucey, 
both  natives  of  Ireland. 

Dr.  Lucey  received  his  elementary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  New  York  City  and  then  at¬ 
tended  Morris  High  School,  from  where  he  went  to 
New  York  University,  taking  there  a  pre-dental 
course.  He  pursued  his  professional  studies  at  the 
New  York  College  of  Dentistry  where  he  graduated, 
class  of  1916,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental 
Surgery.  In  June,  1917,  he  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army  and  sub¬ 
sequently  served  in  France.  He  received  an  honor¬ 
able  discharge  in  1919,  and  in  the  same  year  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  the  practice  on  Staten  Island.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  National  Dental  Association,  the 
Second  District  Dental  Society  of  New  York  and 
the  Richmond  County  Dental  Association,  of  which 
he  held  the  office  of  president.  He  is  also  affiliated 
with  Lodge  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  Psi  Omega  and  Delta  Sigma  Phi 
fraternities,  and  the  Cedar  Grove  Beach  Club,  of 
which  he  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 

Dr.  Lucey  married,  in  1920,  Meta  Grove,  of  Mount 
Vernon,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Donald  and  Emma 
(Berbling)  Grove.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lucey  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Janet  and  Eugene  Lucey. 
The  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  390  Van 
Duzer  Street,  Stapleton. 


HENRY  PRENTICE  MORRISON— In  the  field 
of  engineering  in  Richmond  County  and  Borough 
there  are  present-day  members  who  received  instruc¬ 
tion  and  learned  the  rudiments  of  their  calling  from 
one  who,  during  his  career,  was  aptly  designated 
among  Staten  Island’s  distinguished  engineers.  Though 
he  was  not  a  native  son,  he  came  here  fresh  from  a 
thorough  training  and  splendid  experience  within  his 
profession  and  imparted  the  benefit  of  his  knowledge 
and  ability  to  those  commencing  work  in  such  en¬ 
deavor.  The  personage  thus  briefly  described  was 
the  late  Henry  P.  Morrison,  one  time  Deputy  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Sewers  and  Water  Supply  and  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Borough  of  Richmond. 

Henry  P.  Morrison  was  born  in  Troy,  New  York, 
January  14,  1858,  the  only  child  of  Henry  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Bagley)  Morrison.  The  Morrison  family  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  the  Bagleys  of  Scotch 
origin,  both  of  whose  ancestors  came  to  America  some 
years  following  the  Revolutionary  War  and  in  time 


settled  in  Vermont.  Of  interesting  historical  record 
in  these  two  families  is  that  of  a  granduncle  Bagley, 
who  fought  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  during  the  great 
Civil  War  between  the  North  and  the  South,  1861- 
1865,  and  Henry  Morrison,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
who  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  99th  Regular  Coast 
Guard  Volunteers.  The  latter,  spent  his  early  life 
in  Burlington,  Vermont,  married  in  Middlebury,  that 
State,  and  subsequently  removed  across  the  border 
to  New  York  State  and  still  later  to  Manhattan, 
where  he  became  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business. 

Henry  P.  Morrison  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  metropolis,  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  grammar  school  in  1873.  He  then  entered 
Clark  Academy  and  after  his  graduation  in  1876,  he 
matriculated  at  New  York  University.  The  degrees 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  and  Civil  Engineer  were 
awarded  him  on  completion  of  his  studies  at  the 
latter  institution.  While  an  undergraduate  he  was 
twice  elected  vice-president  of  the  Philomatheon  So¬ 
ciety  and  was  a  member  of  Psi  Upsilon  Fraternity. 
He  was  selected  by  the  faculty  to  represent  the  uni¬ 
versity  in  intercollegiate  oratorical  contests  in  1880, 
the  year  of  his  graduation,  and  received  second  honors 
among  the  ten  institutions  represented  in  that  com¬ 
petition.  At  that  time  the  school  was  named  the 
University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  but  in  order 
to  give  the  institution  a  shorter  designation,  the  name 
was  later  changed  to  New  York  University. 

Upon  completing  his  education,  Henry  P.  Mor¬ 
rison  became  secretary  to  John  S.  Bogert,  who  in 
turn  was  secretary  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil 
Engineers.  Following  this  employment  he  turned  to 
active  engineering  field  work  with  the  Eastern  Shore 
Railroad  of  Maryland  and  continued  in  this  capacity 
until  he  was  appointed  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  of  the  city  of  New  York.  In  this  branch  of 
the  municipal  service  he  was  connected  in  Manhattan 
with  the  Bureau  of  Sewers  after  which  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Paving  Department  as  first  assistant  to 
Horce  K.  Loomis.  The  latter  was  engineer  in  charge 
of  paving  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Morrison  was  then  appointed  by  the  late 
Nicholas  Muller  to  a  position  in  charge  of  road 
building  and  paving  in  Richmond  County,  his  official 
title  being  that,  of  Engineer  of  Country  Roads.  This 
office,  for  which  he  was  selected  in  1893,  was  capably 
and  creditably  filled  during  his  administration.  The 
skill  which  he  displayed  was  keenly  appreciated  by 
the  taxpayers  of  the  island.  He  undertook  to  com¬ 
plete  a  great  amount  of  unfinished  work  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  disentangling  much  that  had  impeded  its 
progress.  One  of  the  chief  benefits  derived  from  his 
time  of  service  was  the  building  of  the  Fresh  Kills 
Bridge  and  he  was  instrumental  in  the  cutting  down 
of  prices  of  general  repairs,  as  well  as  making  a 
number  of  reforms  which  improved  the  department. 
Recognized  as  an  authority  on  macadam  roads,  he 
was  entrusted  with  the  planning,  estimation  and  per¬ 
formances  of  the  engineering  work  on  more  than 
$6,000,000  worth  of  macadam  roads  on  the  island.  In 
1901,  at  the  end  of  his  service,  he  was  credited  with 
having  laid  the  first  macadam  roads  in  the  then  new 
borough  of  Richmond  as  well  as  the  greatest  num¬ 
ber  of  miles  of  such  pavement. 

Mr.  Morrison  also  maintained  an  engineering  firm 
of  his  own  which  he  established  about  this  time.  He 
had  steadily  built  up  a  large  practice  and  it  was  thus 
that  many  of  the  present-day  civil  engineers  in 
Richmond  Borough  received  their  training.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  comparative  beginners  in  the  profession  also 
came  from  other  places  and  were  attached  to  either 
his  Staten  Island  office  on  Richmond  Terrace  or  to 
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his  headquarters  in  New  York,  located  in  the  Park 
Row  building. 

Mr.  Morrison  also  took  a  keen  interest  in  educa¬ 
tion,  having  served  as  a  lecturer  in  the  Engineering 
Department  of  the  New  York  University,  and  while 
thus  associated  maintained  an  engineering  scholarship 
which  was  used  by  the  youth  of  Staten  Island.  In 
1910  he  was  appointed  by  the  late  Mayor  Gaynor  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  was  asso¬ 
ciated  for  four  years  with  the  Board  of  Finance, 
Sites  and  Structures,  as  chairman  of  the  Supply  Com¬ 
mittee.  Having  attained  a  position  as  an  authority 
on  road  construction  work,  about  1915  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  expert  engineer  by  Governor  Sulzer,  of  New 
York,  in  the  investigation  of  road  irregularities  which 
existed  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  as  a  member  of  the  commission  under  Gover¬ 
nor  Glynn.  From  time  to  time  he  was  called  as  a 
consultant  on  other  engineering  projects. 

Henry  P.  Morrison  married  on  April  28,  1890,  in 
Brooklyn,  Isabella  A.  von  Eiff,  a  native  of  New  York, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Catherine  (Wirth)  von 
Eiff.  Charles  von  Eiff  was  a  descendant  of  ancient 
German  stock  and  after  coming  to  this  country  he 
became  a  New  York  business  man.  His  wife,  Cath¬ 
erine  Wirth,  also  born  in  Germany  came  to  Staten 
Island  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
The  Wirth  family  resided  here  for  a  short  time  and 
then  established  a  home  in  the  New  Lots  section  of 
Long  Island. 

Three  daughters  were  born  to  Henry  P.  and  Isa¬ 
bella  A.  (von  Eiff)  Morrison,  all  of  whom  have  grown 
to  womanhood:  1.  Edna  Belle,  now  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Shepherd,  of  West  New  Brighton,  whose  children  are 
Clarissa  Gardam,  and  Henry  Prentice  Morrison,  both 
born  on  Staten  Island.  2.  Ruth  von  Eiff,  now  Mrs. 
John  R.  Colter,  of  South  Orange,  New  Jersey,  whose 
children  are  Rudyard  Morrison,  Carter  Ruthledge, 
and  Henry  Norris.  3.  Grace  Richmond,  now  Mrs. 
Leonard  S.  Fulmer,  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  whose 
children  are  Paul  Hamilton,  and  Susan  Jane  Scott. 

The  late  Henry  P.  Morrison  died  on  December  17, 
1918,  and  was  buried  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery.  The 
Morrison  home  at  No.  533  Broadway,  West  New 
Brighton,  is  still  maintained  having  been  purchased 
from  the  well-known  Barrett  family  in  1894. 


REV.  GEORGE  CULLIN  EGAN,  O.  S.  A. 

— In  the  religious  and  educational  background  of 
our  island  one  comes  upon  many  interesting  per¬ 
sonages  and  features  which  reflect  themselves  in  the 
advancement  of  the  community  as  well  as  having 
far-reaching  influence  beyond  these  confines.  In  this 
relation  we  have  in  mind  the  Augustinian  Academy, 
an  edifice  which  to  us  is  an  architectural  acquisition, 
and  its  rector,  the  Rev.  Father  Egan,  O.  S.  A.,  who 
is  well  known  among  our  clergy. 

The  Augustinian  Order,  known  formally  as  the 
Hermit  Brethren  of  the  Order  of  St.  Augustine,  had 
its  establishment  about  the  year  A.  D.  387,  in  the 
town  of  Tagaste,  in  Africa,  where  its  founder,  the 
illustrious  Doctor  of  the  Church,  St.  Augustine,  lived. 
This  brotherhood  was  composed  of  a  group  of  learned 
and  godly  men  who,  under  the  leadership  of  their 
saintly  founder,  strove  to  work  out  their  own  salva¬ 
tion  and  to  aid  the  moral  and  spiritual  welfare  of 
their  brother  Christians.  With  the  passing  of  the 
years  the  order  flourished,  grew  larger  and,  as  the 
centuries  passed,  spread  through  most  of  the  Christian 
world,  first  in  Europe,  then  successively  in  Asia, 
Africa,  the  two  Americas  and  finally  in  Australia. 

The  beginning  of  the  Augustinian  Order  in  the 
United  States  came  in  the  year  1796  when  the  Au- 


gustinians  of  Ireland  made  their  first  settlement  in 
Philadelphia  under  the  leadership  of  their  Very  Rever¬ 
end  Dr.  Matthew  Carr,  who  at  that  time  was  Prior 
of  Dublin  Convent.  In  the  same  year  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  they  began  the  erection  of  the  convent  and  church 
of  St.  Augustine  on  Fourth  Street,  coincidentally 
the  fourth  place  of  Catholic  worship  to  be  established 
in  that  city.  The  Order  later  became  extended 
throughout  various  States  as  far  south  as  Georgia, 
and  in  1842  the  Augustinians  established  themselves 
in  Villanova,  not  far  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Since  that  memorable  day  in  1796  when  the  Fathers 
settled  in  the  United  States,  they  have  succeeded  in 
establishing  a  number  of  houses,  missions  and  schools, 
principally  throughout  the  Eastern  and  Central  parts 
of  the  country.  In  1842,  as  previously  related,  Villa- 
nova,  which  had  been  known  as  “Belle-Air,”  passed 
into  possession  of  the  Augustinians,  the  new  designa¬ 
tion  being  “The  Convent  of  St.  Thomas  of  Villa- 
nova.”  From  that  time  to  1901  the  old  mansion 
served  as  a  residence  and  study-house  for  the 
Fathers,  but  in  the  latter  year  they  removed  to  the 
present  Mother  House.  In  1902  the  old  convent  was 
opened  by  the  Provincial  Superior  of  the  Augus¬ 
tinians  (Doctor  Martin  J.  Geraghty),  who  devoted  it 
exclusively  to  Postulants,  and  thus  was  brought  about 
the  founding  of  St.  Rita’s  Hall  at  Villanova. 

In  the  meantime,  or  rather,  on  May  30,  1899,  the 
Augustinian  Academy  had  been  established  on  Staten 
Island  by  the  Very  Reverend  N.  J.  Murphy,  upon 
invitation  of  His  Eminence,  John  Cardinal  Farley, 
Archbishop  of  New  York,  its  location  being  on 
Austin  Place,  near  Silver  Lake.  The  institution 
began  as  a  House  of  Postulants  for  lay  students 
only.  In  subsequent  years,  however,  after  certain 
conditions  had  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  academy, 
the  Very  Reverend  Provincial,  N.  J.  Vasey,  S.  T.  B., 
O.  S.  A.,  realized  that  the  congestion  at  Villanova 
needed  immediate  relief  and  that  it  would  be  of  no 
little  benefit  to  the  Postulants  to  maintain  their  own 
private  institution.  He  forthwith  closed  the  House 
of  Postulants  at  Villanova  and  established  a  similar 
one  at  Staten  Island;  whereupon  Father  Vasey  and 
The  Provincial  Definitory  designated  Reverend  E. 
G.  Dohan,  L.  L.  D.,  O.  S.  A.  former  president  of 
Villanova  College  as  rector  of  the  Augustinian  Aca¬ 
demy  and  first  director  of  Postulants  at  Staten  Island. 

The  New  Preparatory  Seminary  of  the  Augustinian 
Order  was  opened  with  the  approbation  of  His 
Eminence,  Patrick  Cardinal  Hayes,  Archbishop  of 
New  York,  on  September  13,  1921.  Two  years  later 
it  was  found  that  full  accommodation  for  Postulants 
was  virtually  impossible  in  the  old  academy  build¬ 
ing,  whereupon,  the  Provincial  and  the  Definitors 
decided  to  erect  a  new  building.  Then  on  October  3, 
1923,  the  day  when  a  celebration  was  held  in  honor 
of  Father  Vasey,  this  Provincial,  who  observed  his 
silver  jubilee  as  a  priest,  was  presented  with  a  sub¬ 
stantial  purse  which,  with  the  generous  cooperation 
of  the  Fathers  of  the  Province,  was  placed  in  use 
as  a  nucleus  for  the  new  building. 

After  the  purchase  of  land  on  Grymes  Hill,  (Mount 
St.  Rita),  ground  was  broken  August  28,  1923.  The 
academy  was  honored  by  a  visit  of  the  Right  Rev. 
John  J.  Dunne,  D.  D.,  Auxiliary  Bishop  of  New 
York  on  May  30,  1924  and  the  corner-stone  for  the 
new  structure  was  laid  by  the  Very  Rev.  Charles 
M.  Driscoll,  D.  D.,  O.  S.  A.,  Assistant  General,  on 
Friday,  October  10  of  the  same  year.  The  completed 
building  was  in  readiness  for  use  on  January  2,  1926, 
the  day  when  both  faculty  and  students  moved  into 
their  new  quarters.  Rev.  George  C.  Egan,  O.  S.  A., 
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who  had  formerly  served  as  Assistant  Rector  and 
as  Procurator,  was  appointed  Prior  of  the  Convent 
and  Director  of  Postulants  on  March  28,  1926. 

Father  Egan  was  the  son  of  Cornelius  Egan,  a 
native  of  County  Wexford,  Ireland,  who  coming  to 
the  United  States  about  1845,  located  in  time,  in 
Mechanicsville,  New  York,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming.  The  family  resided  in  the 
homestead  formerly  owned  by  Colonel  Elmer  E. 
Ellsworth  who  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  soldier 
killed  in  the  Civil  War.  Colonel  Ellsworth  was  shot 
down  by  an  innkeeper  in  Alexandria,  Virginia,  after 
pulling  down  a  Confederate  flag  flying  over  the 
hotel. 

Cornelius  Egan  married  Catherine  Cullin,  also  a 
native  of  County  Wexford,  and  both  are  buried  in 
Mechanicsville.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children  of  whom  six  are  living:  Rev.  George  C. 
Egan,  of  further  mention;  William  L.,  a  priest  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Order  of  St.  Augustine  in  Chicago; 
Anna;  Ellen;  Catherine;  and  Elizabeth,  the  latter 
four  residing  in  Mechanicsville. 

The  birth  of  Father  Egan  took  place  in  South 
Easton,  near  Troy,  New  York,  and  he  was  brought  to 
Mechanicsville  by  his  parents,  while  still  an  infant. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  that  town,  grad¬ 
uating  from  high  school  with  the  class  of  1904.  He 
entered  upon  his  vocational  studies  at  Villanova  Col¬ 
lege  in  the  fall  of  1905,  receiving  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1911  and  Master  of  Arts  in 
1914.  He  then  became  a  theological  student  in  the 
Augustinian  House  of  Studies,  at  Villanova,  and 
after  his  ordination  taught  at  this  institution  for  two 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  made  head¬ 
master  of  Tolentine  Academy  for  small  boys,  at 
Villanova,  where  he  remained  until  1918. 

The  latter  year  marked  the  coming  of  Father  Egan 
to  the  Augustinian  Academy  as  Assistant  Rector, 
and  his  connection  on  Staten  Island  has  been  con¬ 
tinued  since  that  time.  He  was  later  appointed  Pro¬ 
curator  and  finally,  in  March,  1926,  was  promoted 
to  his  present  position  as  Rector.  With  the  hearty 
cooperation  of  his  associates  Father  Egan  is  engaged 
in  a  splendid  and  unselfish  work  in  the  training  of 
young  men  for  the  priesthood.  His  inspiring  influence 
has  been  keenly  appreciated  by  those  under  his 
guidance  and  by  the  community  at  large. 


GEORGE  E.  DRAPER — For  two  decades  the 
metropolitan  district  of  New  York  has  been  the 
scene  of  Mr.  Draper’s  professional  activities  as  an 
attorney-at-law.  Since  1914  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
Staten  Island  and  here  he  has  taken  part  in  civic, 
fraternal  and  religious  affairs.  Besides  being  well 
known  in  Manhattan  and  Richmond  County  bar 
circles  he  has  made  valuable  contributions  to  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  this  borough  in  his  capacity  as  an 
Assistant  Corporation  Counsel  of  New  York. 

George  E.  Draper  was  born  at  Newport,  County 
Limerick,  Ireland,  July  17,  1881,  a  son  of  Richard 
and  Eleanor  (Dagg)  Draper,  the  Draper  family  hav¬ 
ing  come  to  this  country  when  he  was  a  boy.  His 
grandfather,  John  Draper,  was  for  a  long  period  an 
active  and  successful  member  of  the  New  York 
Cotton  Exchange  and  for  many  years  senior  warden 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Our  Saviour, 
Brooklyn.  Mr.  Draper  was  early  educated  at  the 
Dwight  School,  one  of  the  leading  preparatory 
schools  for  boys  in  New  York  City.  He  later  became 
a  student  at  the  New  York  University  Law  School, 
where  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  1902.  Admitted  to  the  New  York  Bar 
in  January,  1903,  he  began  his  professional  prac¬ 


tice  being  qualified  to  conduct  proceedings  in  both 
the  State  and  Federal  Courts.  He  maintained  offices 
both  in  Manhattan  and  Staten  Island.  In  1918  he 
was  appointed  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel  of  New 
York  in  charge  of  Richmond  County  matters  and 
has  since  acquitted  himself  favorably  in  this  capacity. 
He  is  a  vice-president  of  the  Richmond  County  Bar 
Association,  a  director  of  the  Staten  Island  Club  and 
director  in  the  Tottenville  National  Bank.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Doric  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  organization  he  is  a  Past 
Master.  He  is  also  a  director  in  various  corporations 
and  holds  membership  in  both  the  Richmond  County 
Democratic  Club  and  the  Delta  Chi  Fraternity.  His 
religious  adherence  is  with  the  Christ  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  New  Brighton. 

Mr.  Draper  married  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
November  22,  1904,  Lillian  Lee  Welwood,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Arthur  Welwood,  a  native  of  New  York  City, 
and  Frances  Lee  (Walter)  Welwood,  who  was  born 
in  Richmond,  Virginia.  Mrs.  Draper  is  a  past  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  New  York  State  Division,  Daughters 
of  the  Confederacy,  and  a  leader  of  the  Richmond 
League,  of  Women  Voters.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Draper 
are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Eleanor  Welwood 
Draper,  born  in  New  York  City,  April  24,  1910. 
The  family  home  is  located  at  Castleton  Apartments, 
St.  George. 


ANTON  GOTTLIEB  METHFESSEL — Promi¬ 
nent  as  an  educator,  founder  and  for  many  years 
headmaster  of  a  preparatory  school  on  Staten  Island, 
Professor  Anton  G.  Methfessel  was  eminently  num¬ 
bered  among  our  citizens  during  the  middle  part  of 
the  last  century.  When  his  death  occurred  on  Decem¬ 
ber  14,  1893,  it  removed  from  this  community  a 
gentleman  and  scholar  whose  memory  is  still  endeared 
in  the  lives  of  many  present-day  residents  of  these 
confines.  A  graduate  of  a  German  school  of  teaching, 
a  profound  student,  a  specialist  in  languages  and 
withal  a  man  of  resource,  administrative  ability  and 
industry,  his  presence  here  was  one  greatly  appre¬ 
ciated  by  those  who  labored  in  the  interests  of  educa¬ 
tion  in  Richmond  County.  The  school  he  founded  was 
known  as  the  Edgewater  Institute,  though  first  called 
the  Methfessel  School. 

Professor  Anton  G.  Methfessel  was  born  in  Mul- 
hausen,  Thuringa,  Germany,  on  January  12,  1829, 
the  son  of  Samuel  and  Eva  Johanna  (Seelaender) 
Methfessel,  who  were  the  parents  of  ten  children. 
Three  of  the  sons,  Anton,  Adolph,  and  Christian, 
came  to  America.  Adolph  became  prominent  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  where  he  helped  to  build  railroads  on 
the  western  frontier  and  establish  the  town  of  Rhine- 
beck.  His  brother,  Christian,  a  soldier,  fought  with 
General  Custer  in  the  famous  Indian  warfare  of 
1876. 

After  receiving  a  sound  academic  education  in  his 
home  district,  where  others  of  his  family  were  also 
schooled,  Anton  G.  Methfessel  went  to  Switzerland 
where  he  was  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Zurich,  with  honors.  During  his  school  years  he  had 
been  an  able  and  conscientious  student.  Eager  to 
enter  the  career  of  a  teacher,  he  early  became  a 
private  tutor,  being  especially  versed  in  languages. 
After  instructing  two  years  in  various  schools  in 
Continental  Europe  and  in  Great  Britain,  he  sailed 
for  America  in  1856,  coming  to  the  port  of  New 
York  on  one  of  the  slow  sailing  ships  of  that  period. 
Not  long  after  his  arrival  he  secured  a  position  as 
teacher  in  the  school  conducted  in  Manhattan  by  the 
then  well  known  Dr.  R.  Donlon,  which  was  one  of 
the  foremost  private  academies  for  boys  in  the  city. 


-Leans’  Tfiwta r ictCL  Tvh.Co,  -ITxuxiE/  T ml  ay  <6*  Conn 


■ 


. 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


137 


In  time  he  acquainted  himself  with  American  educa¬ 
tional  methods  and  having  a  hope  of  founding  an 
institution  where  students  of  languages  would  receive 
specialized  training  as  well  as  other  courses  based 
on  time-proven  Old  World  procedure,  his  desire  was 
finally  rewarded  after  his  removal  to  Staten  Island 
in  1862.  He  had  married  just  prior  to  this. 

The  Methfessel  School  was  announced  in  the  news¬ 
papers  as  “a  boarding  and  day  school  for  boys  who 
could  begin  their  studies  there  September  1st.”  Later 
he  built  a  new  school  building  at  No.  44  Richmond 
Road,  which  is  now  Van  Duzer  Street,  Stapleton. 
In  the  management  and  supervision  of  this  institu¬ 
tion  for  the  welfare  of  Staten  Island  pupils  intent 
upon  obtaining  an  adequate  course  of  training  that 
would  equip  them  for  college  entrance,  he  was  indeed 
particularly  successful.  Students  of  Latin,  mathe¬ 
matics,  and  history  received  ample  instruction,  and  a 
close  and  accurate  survey  of  those  who  entered  col¬ 
lege  revealed  that  seldom,  if  ever,  did  a  “Methfessel” 
graduate  fail  to  finish  his  higher  education. 

Encouraged  by  the  success  of  this  school,  Professor 
Methfessel  later  founded  the  Edgewater  Institute,  and 
we  find  from  the  records  of  the  day  that  two  very 
learned  instructors,  Herman  Sterzing  and  Gottfried 
Odendall,  were  co-principals  of  this  school.  A  few 
years  later,  Professor  Methfessel  resigned  as  head 
of  the  institute  and  retired  to  take  up  research  work 
and  study  in  his  home,  then  located  at  No.  54  Rich¬ 
mond  Road.  Even  after  his  retirement,  the  school 
continued  to  be  called  “The  Methfessel  School”  for 
some  years,  according  to  newspaper  clippings  and 
records  of  the  times.  Its  successor  became  the  Staten 
Island  Academy  and  Latin  School  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  founders,  among  the  other  prime  movers 
being  George  William  Curtis,  one  of  our  noted  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  past. 

Besides  being  an  educator  of  note,  Professor  Meth¬ 
fessel  was  interested  and  active  in  the  field  of  civic 
progress  in  this  county.  He  was  a  Republican,  and 
as  such  held  at  one  time  or  another  the  following 
offices:  Town  auditor,  president  of  the  Edgewater 
Board  of  Trustees,  school  trustee,  and  president  of 
the  Board  of  Health  of  Edgewater.  He  was  also 
organizer  and  conductor  of  the  then  well  known 
Vocal  Society,  his  interest  in  music  being  a  deep 
cultural  aspiration  with  him.  In  other  organizations 
and  social  clubs  he  was  active  as  would  warrant  his 
position  as  a  scholar  and  teacher.  From  time  to  time 
he  delivered  lectures,  and  was  at  all  times  a  widely- 
read  man  and  a  leader  in  the  discussion  of  events, 
both  political  and  governmental. 

The  marriage  of  Professor  Methfessel  took  place 
on  July  16,  1862,  to  Laura  A.  Roebling,  daughter 
of  John  A.  and  Johanna  (Herting)  Roebling,  of  the 
noted  family  of  that  name  located  in  Trenton,  New 
Jersey.  Professor  and  Mrs.  Methfessel  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  five  children,  four  daughters  and  one  son,  as 
follows:  1.  Albert,  deceased.  2.  Emily  J.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  the  late  John  F.  Wicchers,  of  Porto  Rico,  later 
a  sugar  refiner  located  in  New  York.  3.  Antonia,  who 
married  George  C.  Bunce  and  they  reside  in  Middle- 
town,  New  Jersey.  4.  Elvira,  unmarried,  a  resident 
of  Staten  Island.  5.  Laura  Natalie,  who  married 
Louis  A.  Stirn,  a  biography  of  whom  follows  (q.  v.). 

It  is  worthy  of  publication  in  this  history  to  men¬ 
tion  briefly  the  accomplishments  of  the  famous  bridge 
builder,  John  A.  Roebling,  father-in-law  of  Professor 
Methfessel. 

John  Augustus  Roebling  was  born  at  Miihlhausen, 
Prussia,  on  June  6,  1806,  and  soon  after  graduation 
from  the  polytechnic  school  in  Berlin,  came  to 
America  to  practice  his  profession  as  a  civil  engineer 


in  Pittsburgh.  The  manufacture  of  wire  rope  led  to 
its  use  by  him  in  suspension  bridges.  The  first  impor¬ 
tant  structure,  a  suspended  aqueduct  across  the  Mo- 
nongahela  River,  he  completed  in  1845.  Several  others 
on  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  followed.  He 
removed  his  wire  factory  from  Pittsburgh  to  Tren¬ 
ton,  New  Jersey,  in  1851,  and  undertook  the  long 
span  suspension  bridge  at  Niagara  Falls,  with  its 
double  roadway  for  railway  and  carriage  use.  The 
successful  completion  of  this  bridge  in  1885  established 
his  reputation  and  the  engineering  principle  for  which 
he  had  contended.  The  bridge  over  the  Ohio  River 
at  Cincinnati,  with  a  span  of  1,057  feet,  was  built  in 
1867,  and  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  with  which  the  mil¬ 
lions  of  residents  of  Greater  New  York  are  familiar, 
was  his  last  achievement.  He  died  on  July  22,  1869, 
while  the  work  was  in  progress,  as  the  result  of  an 
accidental  injury  received  while  laying  out  the  towers 
for  the  bridge.  Just  before  his  death  he  completed  an 
engineering  volume  entitled  “Long  and  Short  Span 
Bridges.” 


LOUIS  A.  STIRN — The  charming  residence  at 
No.  79  Howard  Avenue,  on  Grymes  Hill,  known  for 
its  splendidly  appointed  gardens  and  beautiful  view 
of  the  surrounding  country  and  adjacent  waters  which 
embrace  our  great  harbor,  is  the  home  of  the  Stirn 
family,  the  members  of  which  are  highly  representa¬ 
tive  in  our  citizenship.  For  many  years  they  have 
taken  part  in  various  phases  of  island  life  and  are 
respected  for  the  social  and  cultural  interests  they 
maintain.  Of  interest  also  is  the  successful  career  of 
Louis  A.  Stirn,  and  the  significant  family  relation¬ 
ship  of  Mrs.  Stirn  to  the  Methfessels  and  the  Roeb- 
lings,  likewise  mentioned  in  these  volumes. 

Frankfort-on-the-Main  was  the  native  place  of 
Louis  A.  Stirn,  his  birth  having  occurred  there  on 
August  22,  1863.  His  father  was  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Stirn,  a  prominent  Lutheran  clergyman  of  Germany, 
and  his  mother  was  Emma  (Kauffman)  Stirn,  also 
a  native  of  that  country.  In  1877  Louis  A.  Stirn 
came  to  America,  being  then  fourteen  years  of  age, 
and  having  a  sound  primary  education.  He  took 
employment  in  the  silk  business  and  at  once  set  about 
to  learn  the  fundamentals  of  this  great  industry.  In 
1882  he  became  a  resident  of  Staten  Island,  but  con¬ 
tinued  his  employment  in  Manhattan.  During  the 
years  that  followed,  Mr.  Stirn  acquired  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  silk  business  and  in  1894  established 
his  own  firm  under  the  name  of  Louis  A.  Stirn. 
Three  years  later  his  brother  Edmund  A.  became  an 
associate,  and  the  partnership  then  became  known  as 
L.  &  E.  Stirn.  For  a  number  of  years  these  men  were 
importers  of  silks  and  velvets  and  still  later  were 
engaged  in  the  sales  and  distribution  of  domestic 
cloth.  Today  they  are  the  owners  of  several  large 
mills  located  at  Watertown,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  Johnstown,  Tennessee,  where  they  employ  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  men  and  women,  thereby  rendering  a 
humane  service  to  their  adopted  country  in  the  field 
of  industrial  employment.  The  offices  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  located  at  105-117  Madison  Avenue. 

Mr.  Stirn  married  on  April  26,  1888,  at  Stapleton, 
Laura  Natalie  Methfessel,  daughter  of  Professor 
Anton  G.  and  Laura  A.  (Roebling)  Methfessel,  whose 
review  precedes.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  A.  Stirn  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Albert  Louis  (q.  v.). 

2.  Natalie  Elvira,  wife  of  Arthur  B.  Elliman  of 
Manhattan,  who  is  engaged  in  the  raw  silk  business. 

3.  Ferdinand  Roebling,  an  associate  of  his  father.  4. 
Lucille  Emily,  who  resides  at  home.  There  are  five 
grandchildren  as  follows:  Phylis,  Howard,  and  Janet, 
the  children  of  Albert  Louis  Stirn;  and  Charles  Van 
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Syckle,  and  Sylvia,  children  of  Ferdinand  Roebling 
Stirn. 

Besides  his  immediate  business  responsibilities,  Mr. 
Stirn  is  active  in  the  financial  and  social  life  of  Greater 
New  York.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Country  Club,  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Staten  Island  Civic  League,  the  Manhattan  Club, 
and  has  trade  affiliations  in  the  silk  industry. 

Mrs.  Stirn  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  St.  Cecelia  Society, 
the  Garden  Club,  the  Staten  Island  Bird  Club  and 
is  active  in  local  charity,  being  affiliated  with  the 
Stapleton  Day  Nursery  and  the  Staten  Island  Hos¬ 
pital  which  she  serves  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees.  The  Stirn  family  is  also  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  their  church. 


DR.  FREDERICK  MAGNUS  SCHWERD— 

Within  the  South  Shore  district  of  Staten  Island  at 
the  present  time,  the  Richmond  Memorial  Hospital 
stands  forth  as  an  institution  that  is  undergoing  a 
substantial  development  in  administering  to  the  needs 
of  a  large  territory.  Among  the  leaders  in  its  prog¬ 
ress  who  are  toiling  eagerly  and  successfully  for  this 
worthy  cause,  is  Dr.  Frederick  M.  Schwerd,  well 
known  physician  and  surgeon,  who  is  chief  of  staff 
at  the  hospital.  Dr.  Schwerd,  as  a  physician,  has  fol¬ 
lowed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  Dr.  Max  Joseph 
Schwerd,  and  is  a  Staten  Island  resident  of  more 
than  twenty  years. 

The  first  member  of  the  Schwerd  family  to  settle  in 
America,  and  incidentally  in  New  York  City,  was 
Adolph  Schwerd,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Schwerd,  who 
arrived  here  in  the  year  1849.  Born  in  Spire  on  the 
Rhine,  Germany,  he  had  been  educated  there  and  had 
chosen  to  follow  a  legal  career  in  that  country,  but, 
when  an  opportunity  to  sail  across  the  ocean  to  a  new 
land  and  there  establish  a  home  beckoned,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  avail  himself  of  the  chance.  Arriving  in 
New  York  he  entered  business  as  a  wholesale  tobacco 
commission  merchant  and  continued  this  occupation 
until  the  time  of  his  retirement,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine.  His  wife  was  Marie  Stier,  of  a  distinguished 
Swiss  family,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Louis;  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy;  Dr. 
Max  Joseph,  father  of  Dr.  Frederick  M.  Schwerd; 
and  Marie,  unmarried,  who  resides  in  Prince  Bay. 

Dr.  Max  Joseph  Schwerd  was  born  March  13,  1863, 
in  New  York  City  and  received  the  larger  part  of  his 
education  here.  After  attending  the  local  public  and 
high  schools  he  became  a  student  at  the  College  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  whence  he  was  graduated  in 
1883.  Continuing  his  work  at  the  College  of  Physi¬ 
cians  and  Surgeons  connected  with  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity,  he  received  his  degree  as  a  Doctor  of  Medi¬ 
cine  in  1886,  before  crossing  to  Europe  for  two  years 
more  of  study  and  research.  Upon  his  return  to  New 
York  he  established  a  practice  which  was  main¬ 
tained  for  about  five  years.  Then,  in  1891,  the  more 
general  duties  that  formed  a  part  of  the  city  physi¬ 
cian’s  daily  life  were  forsaken  for  the  tasks  that  lay 
within  the  field  of  the  specialist,  Dr.  Schwerd  hav¬ 
ing  commenced  his  work  in  treating  nose,  throat,  and 
ear  ailments.  From  that  time  to  the  present  (1930) 
Dr.  Schwerd  has  spent  the  major  portion  of  his  time 
as  a  physician  in  this  specialized  branch  of  medical 
science. 

Upon  coming  to  Staten  Island  in  1920,  Dr.  Schwerd 
erected  a  summer  home  in  the  Prince  Bay  district 
which  in  1923  he  transformed  into  a  permanent  resi¬ 
dence;  here  he  and  the  members  of  his  family  reside 
at  the  present  time.  He  has  enjoyed  a  particularly 


wide  practice,  both  in  Great  Kills,  where  his  local 
headquarters  are  situated,  and  in  Manhattan,  where 
another  office  is  maintained.  The  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held,  not  only  as  a  representative  of  the  medical 
profession,  but  as  a  citizen  of  this  county,  is  evi¬ 
denced  in  his  many  associations.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  staffs  of  St.  Francis  and  St.  Joseph’s  hospitals  in 
New  York,  the  Stuyvesant  Polyclinic  Institute,  and 
he  is  a  consultant  at  Richmond  Memorial  Hospital, 
Prince  Bay.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  New  York  County  Medical 
Association,  and  the  New  York  State  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation.  The  Royal  Arcanum  numbers  him  among 
its  members. 

Dr.  Max  Joseph  Schwerd  married  (first),  in  1890, 
Louise  Meyer,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Dr.  Frederick  Magnus,  of  this  review; 
Herman  A.,  born  April  29,  1894;  and  Louise  Fran¬ 
ces,  born  June  3,  1896,  who  married  Harold  De  Puy. 
Mrs.  Louise  (Meyer)  Schwerd  died  in  September, 
1902.  Dr.  Schwerd  married  (second),  in  1903,  Celina 
Steward,  and  they  have  two  children,  Francis  J.  and 
Jacques. 

Dr.  Frederick  Magnus  Schwerd  was  born  August 
27,  1892,  in  New  York  City,  where  his  entire  educa¬ 
tion  was  acquired.  After  attending  public  school  in 
the  city,  and  Townsend  Harris  High  School,  he 
entered  Columbia  University,  where  for  two  years 
he  engaged  in  pre-medical  work.  This  was  followed, 
in  1909,  with  a  four-year  course  of  medical  training 
at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Columbia 
University,  the  institution  from  which  his  father  had 
graduated.  During  this  time  he  undertook  special 
work  in  embryology,  a  division  of  the  science  of  biol¬ 
ogy,  and  a  study  which  continued  to  absorb  his  at¬ 
tention  and  patience  for  long  years  after  his  gradua¬ 
tion.  Upon  receiving  his  degree  as  Doctor  of  Medi¬ 
cine  he  served  as  an  interne  at  St.  Francis  Hospital 
from  July,  1913,  to  July,  1915. 

In  August  of  the  latter  year  Dr.  Schwerd  estab¬ 
lished  himself  as  a  general  practitioner  in  Prince  Bay, 
where  he  had  been  living  since  1909,  having  come  here 
to  reside  several  years  before  his  father.  In  1916  he 
was  among  those  who  served  on  the  Mexican  Border 
with  Troop  F,  2d  Field  Artillery,  known  subsequently 
as  the  105th  Field  Artillery,  U.  S.  A.,  in  which  unit 
he  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  Later  in  the  year, 
after  being  given  a  disability  discharge  from  this 
service,  he  returned  to  Staten  Island,  resumed  his 
practice  and  was  assigned  as  a  medical  examiner  on 
Draft  Board  137,  in  New  Dorp,  during  the  World 
War  period.  Shortly  after  this  time  he  was  appointed 
to  the  visiting  staff  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  a  post 
which  he  resigned  in  1919  in  order  to  accept  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  attending  surgeon  in  Richmond  Memorial 
Hospital,  Prince  Bay.  At  the  current  time  he  is  chief 
of  staff  at  this  hospital  which  is  serving  the  entire 
South  Shore  district,  thus  embracing  a  territory  that 
is  both  large  and  in  a  sense  difficult  to  cover  with 
reasonable  facility.  Recently,  however,  steps  have 
been  taken  to  enlarge  the  hospital  by  building  addi¬ 
tions,  increasing  the  staff  and  making  other  vital  im¬ 
provements.  Dr.  Schwerd  and  his  associates,  together 
with  a  large  group  of  South  Shore  people,  are  toil¬ 
ing  earnestly  in  its  behalf  and  they  believe  that  their 
work  is  bringing  about  service  of  a  broader  and  more 
efficient  nature. 

Dr.  Schwerd  maintained  his  private  practice  on 
Staten  Island  until  1922,  when  he  established  an 
office  in  Great  Kills  in  order  to  devote  his  time  to 
surgical  work.  Like  his  father  he  is  a  member  of 
several  professional  organizations,  including  the 
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American  Medical  Association,  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Association,  and  the  Richmond  County  Medi¬ 
cal  Association.  His  college  fraternal  affiliation  is 
with  Phi  Sigma  Kappa.  Taking  part  in  affairs  of  a 
civic  and  social  nature  in  Richmond  County  ever 
since  the  beginning  of  his  residence  here,  he  has  be¬ 
come  identified  with  the  following:  the  Staten  Island 
Club,  the  Staten  Island  Lions  Club  of  which  he  is 
ex-president;  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  Tottenville 
Council,  Knights  of  Columbus. 

Dr.  Frederick  M.  Schwerd  married,  on  November 
18,  1915,  Loretta  Adlum,  daughter  of  William  F.  and 
Charlotte  (Glodell)  Adlum,  of  New  York  City,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Adelaide 
Frances,  born  December  6,  1918,  and  Frederick  Wil¬ 
liam,  born  September  18,  1924. 

Dr.  Schwerd’s  office,  which  he  maintains  with  his 
father,  is  located  at  No.  3996  Amboy  Road,  Great 
Kills,  while  his  residence  is  at  No.  5930  Amboy 
Road,  Prince  Bay. 


DR.  AND  MRS.  NEWTON  D.  CHAPMAN— 

The  true  veneration  of  our  American  patriots,  who, 
in  their  service  and  sacrifice,  made  this  country  a 
free  and  undivided  Nation,  is  devotedly  perpetuated 
through  the  medium  of  patriotic,  civic  and  other 
societies  endeavoring  to  keep  alive  the  historic  deeds 
of  the  past  as  an  inspiring  example  for  the  present 
and  future  generations. 

Among  such  organizations  is  that  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  members  of  which  are 
descendants  of  patriots  who  participated  in  the  War 
of  Independence  during  the  trying  period  of  1775-81. 
Its  three  Staten  Island  chapters  are  prominently 
identified  in  national  circles,  and  in  its  ranks  are 
women  of  the  highest  ideals  and  convictions. 

As  Past  Regent  of  Staten  Island  Chapter,  and  at 
present  an  Honorary  Regent,  as  well  as  a  New  York 
State  and  National  chairman  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  Mrs.  Newton  D.  Chapman  has 
well  defined  the  purpose  of  that  body.  Coming  from 
ancestors  of  Mayflower  stock  in  Plymouth  Colony, 
Massachusetts,  and  from  others  who  aided  in  the 
Revolutionary  and  Civil  wars,  she  is  of  a  family 
whose  record  is  well  portrayed  in  the  present  gener¬ 
ation  through  her  interest  in  historic,  patriotic,  and 
civic  affairs.  Dr.  Newton  D.  Chapman’s  career  and 
that  of  his  forebears  are  also  described  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  lines. 

Dr.  Newton  D.  Chapman  was  born  April  27,  1867, 
at  Groton,  New  York,  one  of  a  family  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  of  Albert  Gallatin  and  Helen  (Woodruff) 
Chapman.  His  brothers  and  sisters  were:  Clark 
Everett,  Charles  Lee,  Jay  Woodruff,  Grace.  Ernes¬ 
tine,  Albert  Ernest,  Willie  Elmore,  Fred  and  Frank 
(twins),  and  Mary  Henrietta,  who  married  Clarence 
Hard  Thompson  of  Groton.  The  following  are  de¬ 
ceased:  Clark,  Charles,  Grace,  Willie  and  Frank. 

Of  English  origin,  the  family  later  became  asso¬ 
ciated  in  this  country  with  the  Connecticut  colony 
and  its  history.  One  finds  in  the  early  eighteenth 
century,  among  the  prominent  residents  of  Sharon,  in 
that  State,  the  name  of  Dr.  Clark  Chapman,  who  was 
born  in  Ellsworth,  Connecticut,  March  5,  1797,  and 
died  May  11,  1893,  at  Groton,  New  York.  Prior  to 
1740  the  name  of  Samuel  Chapman  was  known  in 
Colchester,  Connecticut,  and  he  had  three  sons, 
Samuel,  Ezekiel,  and  Nehemiah.  Nehemiah  had  a 
son,  Caleb,  who  in  turn  was  the  father  of  three  sons : 
Clark,  the  physician;  Charles,  and  Herman. 


A  graduate  of  the  first  class  to  be  given  diplomas 
from  the  Yale  Medical  School  in  1818-19,  Dr.  Clark 
Chapman  practiced  his  chosen  profession  for  fifteen 
years  in  Sharon.  He  married  Laura  Morey  of  that 
village  in  1821,  the  daughter  of  David  and  Tamer 
(Stilson)  Morey.  She  was  born  March  15,  1801,  in 
Connecticut,  and  died  April  29,  1881,  at  Groton. 
After  deciding  to  leave  Sharon  in  1835  and  to  take 
up  their  residence  in  Groton,  he  and  his  wife  made 
the  journey  in  the  approved  vehicle  of  the  times,  the 
covered  wagon.  They  went  by  way  of  the  Catskill 
Mountains  into  Tompkins  County  and  here  for  sixty 
years  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  ninety-six,  he 
carried  on  a  successful  medical  practice.  Three  chil¬ 
dren,  Lucinda,  Albert  Gallatin,  and  Newton  David 
kept  alive  the  Chapman  name  in  Groton,  after  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Chapman  had  passed  to  their  reward.  In 
1831  Dr.  Clark  Chapman  had  become  a  life  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  1830  and  in  1833 
he  represented  the  town  of  Sharon  in  the  State 
Legislature. 

His  son,  Albert  Gallatin  Chapman,  born  in  Groton, 
June  30,  1826,  developed  a  liking  for  farming,  and 
upon  his  growth  to  manhood,  became  the  owner  of 
an  acreage  on  Salt  Road,  Tompkins  County,  near 
Groton.  On  April  5,  1849,  his  marriage  to  Helen 
Woodruff,  born  October  9,  1824,  at  Summerhill,  New 
York,  the  daughter  of  Israel  and  Tamer  (Hatch) 
Woodruff,  took  place.  She  died  at  Groton,  New 
York,  on  October  20,  1922,  and  is  remembered  as  a 
maternal  great-granddaughter  of  Oliver  Hatch,  born 
February  5,  1775,  and  died  November  20,  1839.  He 
was  an  officer  in  command  of  a  New  York  Regiment 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  under  General  Washing¬ 
ton. 

Albert  Gallatin  Chapman  and  his  wife  were  greatly 
admired  and  respected  in  their  community  for  their 
integrity  and  exemplary  family  life  and  were  devout 
worshippers  in  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr. 
Chapman  for  several  years  was  a  supervisor  of 
Tompkins  County  and  was  ninety-three  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  March  30,  1920.  It  is  of 
interest  to  note  and  most  unusual  that  his  father  was 
ninety-six,  his  mother,  eighty,  and  his  wife,  ninety- 
eight  years  of  age  when  they  passed  to  their  reward 
and  all  having  lived  in  two  successive  generations 
between  the  period  of  1797-1922. 

Dr.  Newton  D.  Chapman  of  Port  Richmond,  ma¬ 
triculated  at  Cbrnell  University,  following  his  gradu¬ 
ation  from  Groton  High  School.  In  the  class  of  1890 
he  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Cor¬ 
nell  and  two  years  later  attained  a  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  from  New  York  University.  After  serv¬ 
ing  as  a  medical  practitioner  in  Tompkins  County  for 
six  years,  he  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1899  as  a  phy¬ 
sician  and  surgeon,  specializing  in  eye,  ear,  nose,  and 
throat  diseases.  Aiding  his  country  during  its  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  World  War,  he  was  engaged  in  con¬ 
tinuous  service  on  the  draft  board  in  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  eyes.  Dr.  Chapman  has  now  devotedly  served 
his  community  for  three  decades  past,  and  has  given 
without  restraint  of  his  time  and  means  to  interests 
best  serving  his  fellowmen.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  for  sixteen  years  he  was  a  director  of  five  local 
banks  and  is  a  past  director  of  the  Port  Richmond 
Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  American,  and  Richmond  County  Medical  socie¬ 
ties,  and  of  the  Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  are  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Foresters  of 
America,  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  politics,  both 
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he  and  Mrs.  Chapman  are  affiliated  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party. 

Dr.  Chapman’s  marriage  took  place  in  Ludlowville, 
New  York,  to  Lucie  Emily  Lyon,  daughter  of  Nel¬ 
son  E.  and  Lucinda  Read  (Davis)  Lyon,  of  that 
place. 

As  previously  mentioned,  Mrs.  Chapman  is  a  Past 
Regent  of  the  Staten  Island  Chapter,  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  having  served  for  a  period 
of  five  years.  In  addition  to  being  Honorary  Regent 
and  chairman  of  the  national  organization,  she  is  also 
New  York  State  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  chairman  of  the  Valley  Forge  Memorial,  State 
chairman  of  the  Conference  or  Old  Billop  House  at 
Tottenville,  and  National  Daughters  of  American 
Revolution  chairmain  for  Better  Films,  positions  of 
both  State  and  National  influence.  At  the  35th  An¬ 
nual  Conference  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  of  New  York  State,  held  in  1930,  at  the 
Lido  Club  in  Long  Beach,  Long  Island,  a  resolution 
was  passed  to  erect  a  suitable  memorial  to  the  un¬ 
known  dead  of  Revolutionary  War  days  on  the  site 
of  the  battlefield  at  Saratoga,  where  they  made  the 
supreme  sacrifice.  A  fireside  chair  was  presented  by 
the  Buffalo  Chapter  for  the  conference  room  at  the 
Billop  House  and  other  gifts  for  it  are  forthcoming. 
Proposals  were  made  for  further  restoration  of  the 
house  which  bespeak  the  warm  feeling  the  State 
organization  has  for  its  Staten  Island  representatives. 

Mrs.  Chapman’s  other  activities  include :  honorary 
membership  in  Colonel  Lowrey  Chapter,  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  of  Flemington,  New 
Jersey;  vice  presidency  of  the  Staten  Island  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  and  vice-presidency  of  the  Conference 
House  Association.  She  is  also  a  director  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Mariners’  Family  Asylum, 
and  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  Woman’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  and  the  Staten  Island  Woman’s 
Club.  The  authors  of  this  history  have  enjoyed  a 
warm  friendship  with  both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman, 
and  she  is  a  frequent  visitor  and  participant  in  activi¬ 
ties  held  at  the  Staten  Island  Island  Institute  of  Arts 
and  Sciences. 

At  Ludlowville,  New  York,  Mrs.  Chapman  was 
born  on  July  7,  1872.  On  her  paternal  side,  her  an¬ 
cestors  were  English  and  French,  Frances  Smith,  her 
grandmother,  being  directly  descended  from  Elder 
Brewster,  John  Howland,  and  John  Tilley,  men  of 
high  ideals  and  culture,  voyagers  on  the  “May¬ 
flower,”  and  prominent  figures  in  the  early  settle¬ 
ment  of  Plymouth  Colony.  Frances  Smith  of  Groton, 
New  York,  married  Isaac  Lyon  of  Rochester,  of  that 
State.  To  this  union  was  born,  in  1838,  a  son,  Nel¬ 
son  E.,  who  was  but  a  year  old  when  his  father 
passed  away.  Mrs.  Lyon  later  became  the  wife  of 
Wells  Southworth  of  West  Springfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  her  son  remained  at  the  home  of  his  step¬ 
father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirteen. 

Nelson  E.  Lyon’s  early  schooling  was  received  in 
the  Academy  at  Westfield,  Massachusetts,  after 
which  he  attended  the  Northwest  Grammar  School 
in  Philadelphia,  and  later  was  graduated  from  a  sem¬ 
inary  in  Norristown,  Pennsylvania.  With  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  education  he  opened  a  jewelry  business 
in  Rochester,  but  moved  to  New  York  City  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  A  whole-hearted  worker 
in  the  Northern  cause,  he  gave  eagerly  of  his  time 
and  energy  in  furnishing  army  supplies  to  the  War 
Department. 

In  1865  his  marriage  took  place  to  Lucinda  Read 
Davis,  and  three  years  later  he  and  his  wife  took  up 
their  residence  in  Ludlowville,  where  again  a  mer¬ 


cantile  business  absorbed  his  attention  until  his  de¬ 
mise  in  1907.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  and  his 
fraternal  affiliations  were  with  both  the  Masonic 
Lodge  and  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  was  known  as  Judge 
Lyon,  was  the  justice  of  the  peace  for  thirty-six  years, 
and  acted  as  postmaster  in  both  of  the  administrations 
of  Grover  Cleveland.  A  leading  citizen,  a  man  of 
unlimited  courage  and  integrity  and  a  fond  lover  of 
home  and  family,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Chapman  was 
known  to  the  community  in  which  he  lived  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  gentleman. 

On  her  maternal  side  Mrs.  Chapman  is  descended 
from  English  and  Irish  stock.  The  English  ancestry  in 
this  case  is  traced  through  the  medium  of  Samuel 
Fleming,  who  was  an  original  inhabitant  of  Fleming¬ 
ton,  New  Jersey,  a  town  which  was  named  in  his 
honor.  Esther  Fleming,  a  daughter  of  the  founder  of 
Flemington,  was  subsequently  married  to  Colonel 
Thomas  Lowrey,  born  in  1737,  who  had  journeyed 
from  his  native  home  in  Ireland  to  eventually  estab¬ 
lish  his  home  in  Flemington. 

Several  years  after  Colonel  Thomas  Lowrey  had 
built  a  new  dwelling  together  with  an  adjoining 
store,  the  Revolutionary  War  broke  out,  and  on  De¬ 
cember  14,  1776,  his  business  place  was  raided  by  a 
detachment  of  British  Cavalry  which  was  stationed 
with  Lord  Cornwallis  in  Trenton.  This  mounted  de¬ 
tachment  was  known  as  “The  Queen’s  Owm,”  the 
crack  cavalry  regiment  of  the  British  Army,  whose 
purpose  it  was  to  capture  the  colonel,  and  his  stock  of 
provisions  and  ammunition  which  he  held  for  Gen-, 
eral  Washington’s  troops.  However,  the  attack  failed 
of  its  intent,  as  the  invaders  succeeded  only  in  plac¬ 
ing  the  King’s  seal  on  the  buildings;  and  they  re¬ 
turned  to  their  barracks  in  Trenton  empty  handed  and 
much  chagrined.  The  activities  of  Colonel  Lowrey  in 
Revolutionary  War  circles  were  many  and  varied. 
His  appointment  as  colonel  had  followed  closely  upon 
his  commission  as  a  lieutenant  in  1776,  and  in  1791  he 
was  chosen  United  States  Marshal  for  the  district  of 
New  Jersey,  a  post  he  held  to  1805.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  New  Jersey  Legislature  in  1791-92, 
represented  Hunterdon  County  in  the  Provincial  Con¬ 
gress,  and  was  appointed  a  Freeholder  of  Alexandria 
township.  He  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  friendship 
of  Generals  Washington  and  Lafayette,  a  distinction 
few  men  of  his  time  were  able  to  attain.  A  prime 
factor  in  the  settlement  of  Milford,  New  Jersey, 
which  was  then  known  as  Lowreytown,  his  name  was 
a  source  of  much  admiration  and  pride  long  after  his 
death  in  1806.  The  Lowrey  House,  now  known  as 
“Fleming  Castle,”  is  still  standing  and  has  recently 
been  purchased,  restored,  and  presented  to  the  Colonel 
Lowrey  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  of  Flemington. 

No  less  an  estimable  figure  is  found  in  the  person¬ 
age  of  his  wife,  Esther  (Fleming)  Lowrey,  an  ex¬ 
tremely  loyal  and  unselfish  patriot.  In  1780,  when  the 
American  Army  suffered  from  a  scarcity  of  supplies, 
she  was  chosen  as  one  of  a  committee  of  ten  ladies  to 
solicit  voluntary  contributions  for  the  relief  of  the 
greatly-fatigued  and  half-starved  soldiers.  In  ex¬ 
actly  twelve  days  a  sum  of  $15,408  was  realized  by 
these  tireless  workers,  an  accomplishment  fully  as 
noteworthy  as  a  victory  upon  the  battlefield.  In  1789, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  reception  and  passage  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Washington  under  the  Triumphal  Arch  in  Tren¬ 
ton,  Mrs.  Lowrey  was  selected  as  one  of  the  matrons 
of  honor  in  the  celebration,  while  her  daughter,  Mary 
Lowrey  acted  as  one  of  the  flower  girls. 

The  birthplace  of  William  Lowrey,  a  son  of  Col¬ 
onel  and  Esther  (Fleming)  Lowrey,  was  in  Fleming- 
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ton,  1759.  He  was  educated  in  Trenton,  married  to 
Martha  Howe  in  1780,  later  became  sheriff  of  Hun¬ 
terdon  County,  and  was  a  quartermaster  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  Army.  A  daughter,  Mary  Lowrey,  was 
born  to  this  marriage. 

This  latter  member  of  the  Lowrey  family  received 
her  education  in  the  schools  of  her  native  town,  and 
married  at  Milford,  New  Jersey,  on  March  2,  1805, 
Thomas  Alexander  of  that  locality.  He  was  born 
December  19,  1775,  and  died  March  10,  1839.  They 
had  a  daughter,  Abigail,  whose  birth  took  place  at 
Milford,  New  Jersey,  on  February  25,  1809.  She  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Adams  Chapin  Davis,  who  was  the 
son  of  Samuel  Davis  (a  Minute-Man  of  Lexington 
and  Bunker  Hill  fame),  and  Deborah  Chapin.  The 
native  home  of  Adams  Chapin  Davis  was  Wardsboro, 
Vermont,  and  he  was  educated  in  Burlington  Acad¬ 
emy,  but  journeyed,  in  1821,  to  Flemington,  New 
Jersey,  where  he  opened  a  private  school. 

Mr.  Davis  was  a  man  whose  life  was  spent  in  vig¬ 
orous  and  sustained  public  service  work.  He  held  the 
office  of  Surrogate  of  Hunterdon  County,  was  clerk 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  his  pursuit  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  legal  profession  was  known  throughout 
New  Jersey  as  the  “Poor  Man’s  Lawyer,”  because  he 
labored  for  his  clients  without  pecuniary  profit.  Be¬ 
sides  his  appointment  as  a  Master  of  Chancery,  he 
was  elected  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  from  1840  to 
1845,  was  judge  of  the  County  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  was  signally  honored  with  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general  of  Hunterdon,  after  filling  every  commis¬ 
sioned  office  except  captain.  Almost  every  year,  at 
the  annual  celebration  of  the  capture  of  the  Hessian 
troops  by  Washington’s  soldiers  at  Trenton,  he  was 
called  upon  to  impersonate  General  Washington.  Later 
in  life  this  earnest  citizen  became  a  civil  engineer  for 
the  Belvidere  Railroad  and  surveyed  all  the  land  in 
New  Jersey  upon  which  that  road  was  built.  A  life¬ 
long  member  and  whole-hearted  worker  in  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  Flemington,  his  passing  took  place 
in  June,  1861. 

Lucinda  Read  Davis  was  a  daughter  of  Adams 
Chapin  Davis  and  Abigail  (Alexander)  Davis.  Born 
in  Flemington,  September  16,  1835,  she  received  her 
schooling  in  Philadelphia.  Afterwards,  with  her  par¬ 
ents  she  removed  to  Lambertville,  New  Jersey,  where 
in  1865  she  became  the  wife  of  Nelson  E.  Lyon. 
After  making  Ludlowville,  New  York,  their  home, 
they  were  blessed  with  three  daughters,  Frances 
Rebecca,  Elizabeth  Davis,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Lucie  Emily  (our  Mrs.  Chapman).  Mrs.  Lyon 
was  a  woman  of  high  Christian  character  and  a 
life-long  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  To  her 
husband  and  daughters  she  was  always  a  devoted 
wife  and  mother.  The  elder  daughter  was  married 
to  Preston  F.  Wright  in  1912,  her  death  occurring 
in  1918. 

Following  an  elementary  and  high  school  education, 
Mrs.  Chapman  became  a  student  in  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Conservatory  of  Music  in  Boston.  Following 
her  marriage  to  Dr.  Newton  David  Chapman,  as  pre¬ 
viously  mentioned,  she  and  her  husband  moved  to 
Staten  Island  where  they  have  since  maintained 
their  residence. 

In  addition  to  her  many  affiliations  with  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  other  societies, 
Mrs.  Chapman,  through  the  medium  of  two  direct 
lines  of  descent  from  Elder  Brewster,  and  one  each 
from  John  Howland  and  John  Tilley,  is  a  member  of 
the  Mayflower  Society.  Like  her  mother,  she  is  a 


member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  with  members 
of  her  family  attends  the  Church  of  the  Ascension. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  are  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  three  daughters  and  two  sons:  1.  Margaret 
Lyon,  the  eldest  daughter,  graduated  from  Curtis 
High  School  in  1914  and  from  Cornell  University  in 
1918.  On  July  18,  1918,  she  married  Charles  Allen 
Hoffman,  of  Cornell  University,  class  of  1917,  who 
was  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Aviation  Corps 
in  the  World  War.  They  have  three  children,  Dor¬ 
othy  Chapman,  Charles  Allen,  Jr.,  and  Robert  New¬ 
ton.  2.  Dorothy  Lyon,  a  graduate  of  Curtis  High 
School,  class  of  1915,  received  her  diploma  from 
Cornell  four  years  later.  She  resides  with  her  par¬ 
ents.  3.  Lucie  Helen,  a  graduate  of  Curtis  High 
School  in  1919,  received  her  college  education  from 
Cornell  University;  she  married  Lester  Curtis  Ander¬ 
son,  November  14,  1923.  Like  her  sisters,  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Delta  Zeta  Fraternity.  During  the 
World  War  her  husband  saw  sixteen  months  over¬ 
seas  service  as  a  member  of  the  United  States  Army 
Engineering  Corps.  After  returning  to  civilian  life 
he  likewise  received  his  degree  from  Cornell  in  June, 
1923.  They  have  one  son,  Albert  Edward.  4.  Albert 
Lyon,  who  received  his  education  at  Curtis  High 
School,  class  of  1923,  and  Cornell  University,  class 
of  1927;  became  affiliated  with  the  Sigma  Phi  Ep¬ 
silon  Fraternity,  and  of  the  Quill  and  Dagger  Hon¬ 
orary  Society  of  the  College,  and  he  earned  his  var¬ 
sity  letter  as  a  member  of  the  soccer  team.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Anna  Salzberger,  in  January,  1928.  5.  Newton 
David  Chapman,  Jr.,  is  a  graduate  of  Curtis  High 
School,  and  is  now  a  medical  student  at  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity. 

The  Chapman  family  residence  is  at  No.  272 
Heberton  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


FREDERICK  E.  HAUGHWOUT— In  the  pres¬ 
ent  age  of  specialized  educational  training  which 
places  particular  emphasis  on  a  professional  career, 
the  student  is  often  provided  with  an  opportunity  to 
engage  in  work  of  a  significant  nature  immediately 
following  his  graduation  from  college.  Such  is  the 
experience  that  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Frederick  E. 
Haughwout  of  New  Dorp,  who  is  now  connected  with 
the  Bureau  of  Engineering,  Borough  of  Queens, 
City  of  New  York.  He  is  of  the  eighth  generation 
of  the  Haughwout  family  in  America  and  of  the 
seventh  of  that  family  on  Staten  Island. 

The  Haughwout  family  was  first  represented  in 
America  and  particularly  in  New  York  State  at  a 
very  early  date.  Pieter  Janse  Hagawout  or  Hage- 
wout,  as  the  name  was  then  known,  voyaged  across 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  his  native  Holland  and 
landed  in  New  Amsterdam  about  the  year  1660.  From 
him  there  sprang  a  long  line  of  descendants  through 
his  two  sons,  Leffert  Pieterse  and  Pieter  Pieterse, 
both  of  whom  married  and  had  several  children.  The 
latter  son  settled  on  Staten  Island  about  1677,  where 
after  purchasing  property,  he  married  on  November 
4,  1683,  Dirckje  Egberts.  To  this  union  were  born 
the  following  children:  Egbert,  Altie,  Peter,  John, 
Geertie,  Hermettie,  Abram,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Leffert,  and 
Leah. 

Peter  Hagewout  (or  Haughwout),  third  of  these 
children,  was  born  on  Staten  Island  in  1689.  He 
married  Neeltje  Bakker  and  they  had  issue:  Peter, 
Nicholas,  Catherine,  Derrickje,  Egbert,  Neeltje, 
Jacobus,  Geertruyd,  and  Margreta. 

Their  son,  Egbert  Haughwout,  was  baptized  Sep¬ 
tember  16,  1726,  and  died  in  1 773*  He  married 
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Eleanor  Garrebrants  and  to  them  six  children  were 
born:  Peter,  Frances,  Egbert,  Eleanor,  Elizabeth 
and  Ann. 

Of  the  foregoing  children,  Peter,  the  eldest,  was 
born  May  I,  1762,  and  died  July  3,  18x5.  He  married 
Hannah  Bogart,  and  their  children  were:  Isaac, 
Egbert,  Rachel,  Elenor,  Daniel,  and  John. 

John  Haughwout,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was 
born  January  24,  1790,  and  died  June  11,  1841.  His 
wife  was  Margaret  Christopher,  and  they  had  chil¬ 
dren:  Elsy  Jane,  John,  Daniel,  Rachel,  Ellen,  Cath¬ 
erine,  Ann,  and  Charles. 

Charles  Haughwout,  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
("Christopher)  Haughwout,  was  born  October  18, 
1826,  and  died  March  3,  1900.  He  married  Catherine 
Ann  Decker,  and  they  had  two  children:  Jane 
Medora,  and  Eugene  C.  The  former,  now  deceased, 
married  Dr.  Jacob  Simonson. 

Eugene  C.  Haughwout  was  born  July  9,  1857,  and 
died  May  29,  1924.  As  a  lad,  while  attending  the 
public  schools  of  Port  Richmond,  he  found  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  aid  his  father  in  the  latter’s  general  store. 
Soon,  however,  he  forsook  his  studies  in  order  to 
devote  all  his  time  and  interest  to  the  establishment, 
but  at  a  still  later  date  he  went  into  business  for 
himself.  Building  up  an  enterprise  in  those  days  was 
a  slow  and  arduous  undertaking  which  required,  above 
all,  painstaking  care  and  long  hours  of  work.  How¬ 
ever,  he  succeeded  by  dint  of  conscientious  labor,  and 
after  a  few  years  was  able  to  maintain  a  business 
that  constituted  one  of  the  largest  and  most  progres¬ 
sive  of  its  kind  on  the  island.  A  generous  and  fair- 
minded  man  who  treated  his  patrons  with  considera¬ 
tion,  and  withal  a  citizen  of  the  finest  type,  he  was 
greatly  respected  by  his  fellowmen.  In  evidence  of 
this  esteem,  the  “Staten  Islander”  of  March  17,  1894 
is  quoted  in  part,  as  follows:  “Eugene  Haughwout 
is  a  man  who  had  a  large  host  of  friends;  of  quiet 
disposition  he  has  become  beloved  by  all.”  Upon 
his  retirement  from  active  business  life  he  bought 
the  old  Melvin  homestead  in  New  Springville  which 
is  now  occupied  by  the  Rhinhold  Undritz  Nurseries. 
He  remained  there  until  his  sudden  death  in  1924.  He 
is  buried  in  Fairview  Cemetery. 

Eugene  C.  Haughwout  married  Ida  M.  Weir, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Weir,  of  Staple- 
ton.  Three  children,  Eugene  Charles,  Mamie  Medora, 
and  Frederick  Eugene,  were  born  to  them. 

Frederick  E.  Haughwout  was  born  January  23, 
1908,  in  the  family  homestead  at  356  Heberton  Ave¬ 
nue,  Port  Richmond.  In  his  early  youth  he  attended 
Public  School,  No.  20  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  January,  1923.  The  following  years 
found  him  a  student  at  Curtis  High  School,  after 
which  he  entered  Cooper  Union  Institute  to  take  up 
a  course  in  civil  engineering.  He  was  awarded  on 
February  26,  1929,  the  degree  of  Land  Surveyor  by 
the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  on 
June  25,  1930,  he  was  licensed  by  the  State  Board  of 
Professional  Engineers  and  Land  Surveyors,  State  of 
New  Jersey,  as  a  construction  engineer.  However, 
while  still  attending  his  studies,  he  was  working 
assiduously  at  his  profession.  His  first  employment, 
in  1923,  was  with  the  E.  L.  Phillips  Company  which 
was  in  charge  of  engineering  work  for  the  Long 
Island  Lighting  Company.  Later,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  North,  Allison,  and  Ettlinger,  in  St. 
George,  a  local  engineering  firm  of  civil  engineers  and 
city  surveyors,  and  remained  with  this  firm  until  May, 
1929.  From  this  time  until  April,  1930,  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Bureau  of  Engineering,  Department 
of  Docks,  City  of  New  York.  He  is  now  associated 
with  the  Bureau  of  Engineering-Construction,  Divi¬ 


sion  of  Highways,  office  of  the  president  of  the 
borough  of  Queens. 

A  career  such  as  this,  which  is  actually  only  be¬ 
ginning,  but  which  nevertheless  has  already  given  evi¬ 
dence  of  Mr.  Haughwout’s  marked  ability  and  splen¬ 
did  training  for  his  chosen  profession,  is  one  of  which 
his  fellow-citizens  are  proud.  Truly,  a  number  of 
worthwhile  tasks  have  been  accomplished  in  a 
minimum  of  time  but  with  a  maximum  of  effort, 
intelligent  perception  and  keen  understanding.  What 
the  future  holds  in  store  for  Mr.  Haughwout  is  not 
difficult  to  perceive  with  such  an  education  and  experi¬ 
ence  as  his  to  aid  him  in  all  his  forthcoming  work. 

Mr.  Haughwout  is  a  member  of  the  Municipal 
Engineers  of  New  York,  and  was  formerly  identified 
with  the  27th  Division  Air  Service,  I02d  Observation 
Squadron,  Miller  Field.  In  his  political  persuasion 
he  is  a  Democrat,  being  a  member  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club  of  the  Democratic  Organization  of  the 
County  of  Richmond.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Ann’s 
Episcopal  Church,  Great  Kills,  with  which  his  wife 
is  also  affiliated. 

Mr.  Haughwout’s  marriage  took  place  on  October 
2,  1926,  to  Anna  J.  Dacey,  daughter  of  Mathew  and 
Mary  (Eagle)  Dacey,  of  Stapleton.  Her  parents  have 
been  members  of  Richmond  Borough  for  many  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haughwout  reside  in  a  pleasantly- 
situated  home  at  No.  105  Eighth  Street,  New  Dorp, 
a  residence  designed  through  Mr.  Haughwout’s  own 
plans. 


DAVID  FLEMING  COLEMAN— In  the  in¬ 
struction  of  the  youth  of  metropolitan  New  York, 
Staten  Island  is  prominently  represented  by  David 
Fleming  Coleman,  of  Tottenville,  who  holds  the  post 
of  instructor  in  chemistry  at  the  Stuyvesant  High 
School,  and  who  is  known  as  one  of  the  ablest  edu¬ 
cators  in  the  city.  Mr.  Coleman  started  his  career  by 
entering  the  field  of  finance  and  investments,  but  be¬ 
came  interested  in  teaching  with  the  result  that  after 
once  accepting  a  position  in  the  schools  of  New  York 
he  has  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  this  field  of 
endeavor. 

Mr.  Coleman  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  April  16, 
1889,  son  of  Doctor  David  Coleman,  a  biography  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  Mary 
(Smith)  Coleman.  He  was  educated  in  Public  School 
No.  1,  at  Tottenville,  and  after  one  year  in  Curtis 
High  School,  entered  Rutgers  Preparatory  School, 
New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1906.  He  then  entered  Rutgers  College 
and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1910,  receiving 
his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Literature.  During  the 
years  1921,-22-2 3,  he  attended  New  York  Law  School 
and  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
Mr.  Coleman  also  took  summer  courses  at  Columbia 
University  in  business  administration,  physics  and 
chemistry.  Upon  graduation  from  college,  he  took  his 
first  position  with  the  firm  of  Carlyle,  Mellick  & 
Company,  in  Wall  Street,  New  York,  as  a  runner, 
which  situation  he  retained  for  a  year.  He  next 
became  associated  with  Rhodes  &  Company  in  their 
statistical  department,  but  remained  only  one  year  in 
this  work,  when  he  accepted  a  position  as  chemistry 
teacher  at  the  Commerce  High  School,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  three  years.  Mr.  Coleman  then  accepted 
his  present  post  as  instructor  in  chemistry  at  the 
Stuyvesant  High  School.  Here  he  has  won  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  cooperation  of  his  students  who  recognize 
and  appreciate  his  ability  as  a  teacher.  In  the  civic 
and  social  life  of  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Coleman  takes  a 
keen  part,  being  active  in  the  High  School  Teachers’ 
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Association,  the  Conference  House  Association,  and 
the  South  Shore  Protective  Association,  and  he  is 
also  interested  in  the  local  Building  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Colonial 
Country  Club  at  Rahway,  New  Jersey;  the  North 
Pond  Club  in  Oakland,  Maine,  where  he  has  his 
summer  home,  and  the  Waterville  Country  Club  at 
Waterville,  Maine.  Fraternally,  he  is  identified  with 
Lodge  No.  381,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Delta 
Upsilon  Fraternity,  and  the  Delta  Theta  Phi  Law 
Fraternity.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  St.  Paul’s 
Methodist  Church.  During  the  World  War,  Mr. 
Coleman  saw  active  service  as  a  private  with  the  9th 
Coast  Artillery  in  1917-18. 

David  Fleming  Coleman  married  in  August,  1913, 
Grace  Braden,  daughter  of  Richard,  deceased,  and 
Mary  Braden.  Mrs.  Coleman  has  one  sister,  An- 
netta,  who  married  Peter  C.  Miller,  now  deceased. 
The  Coleman  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  179 
Johnson  Avenue  Tottenville. 


JOSEPH  H.  MALOY — For  more  than  three 
decades  Mr.  Maloy  has  acted  as  executive  head  of  the 
insurance  firm  in  lower  Manhattan  which  he  founded 
and  which  bears  his  name,  at  the  present  time  (1930). 
Apart  from  his  business  activities  which  have  _  oc¬ 
cupied  the  larger  portion  of  his  time,  he  has  given 
liberally  of  his  energies  in  support  of  public  move¬ 
ments,  particularly  in  the  borough  of  Richmond  and 
in  the  old  village  of  New  Brighton  where  his  earlier 
life  was  spent. 

The  Maloy  family  is  of  Irish  extraction,  native  to 
County  Cavan,  Ireland,  where  its  members  followed 
such  occupations  as  farming  and  agriculture.  It  was 
there  that  Patrick  Maloy,  father  of  Mr.  Maloy,  was 
born  and  acquired  his  education.  He  married  Isabel 
Reilly,  also  of  an  old  Irish  family  and  they  sailed 
together  for  America  about  1845  and  settled  forth¬ 
with  on  Staten  Island.  In  the  old  village  of  New 
Brighton  they  resided,  Patrick  Maloy  becoming  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  as  an  essential  means  of  earning  a 
livelihood.  He  was  regarded  as  a  citizen  of  the  high¬ 
est  integrity  and  honor,  a  man  of  civic  devotion,  and 
one  to  whom  the  love  of  his  home  and  family  was  a 
sustaining  comfort.  He  died  in  1865,  and  the  death 
of  his  wife  came  in  1898,  both  being  buried  in  St. 
Peter’s  Cemetery. 

Patrick  and  Isabel  (Reilly)  Maloy  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children  as  follows:  Rose,  deceased,  who 
married  Martin  Conboy  of  Manhattan;  Mary,  de¬ 
ceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Richard  Burrowes  of 
Staten  Island.  Patrick,  a  late  resident  of  Staten 
Island  and  Joseph  H.,  to  whom  this  review  more 
particularly  refers. 

Joseph  H.  Maloy  was  born  in  New  Brighton  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  i860,  and  received  his  educational  training 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  neighborhood.  It  was  at 
a  very  early  age  that  he  left  his  studies  to  begin  his 
career  in  the  business  world;  the  exact  date  of  his 
entrance  into  the  office  of  a  Manhattan  insurance 
firm  was  May  23,  1873.  The  first  few  years  of  this 
association  were  sufficient  to  equip  him  with  a  sound 
training  which  resulted  in  his  advancement  to  higher 
positions.  This  experience  also  served  to  imbue  him 
with  a  desire  to  some  day  possess  an  office  of  his  own 
and  to  succeed  in  such  an  undertaking.  Thus,  at 
length,  after  continuing  as  an  employee  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  he  founded  in  1897  an  insurance 
business  in  association  with  Louis  Bertschmann  under 
the  name  of  Bertschmann  and  Maloy.  Their  head¬ 
quarters  was  at  No.  56  Beaver  Street,  New  York. 


Placed  largely  upon  their  own  initiative  the  partners 
worked  literally  with  might  and  main  that  their  estab¬ 
lishment  might  develop  steadily  and  at  least  keep 
pace  with  the  hundreds  of  competitors  that  sprang 
up  during  the  early  years  of  the  twentieth  century. 
They  were  successful  in  their  enterprise  and  re¬ 
mained  together  in  such  association  until  1913,  the 
year  of  Mr.  Bertschmann’s  death.  From  that  time  to 
the  current  day  Mr.  Maloy  has  retained  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  managing  this  establishment.  He  engages 
in  a  general  insurance  business  and  acts  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  foreign  marine  insurance  companies.  Be¬ 
sides  his  son,  Edward,  who  has  likewise  entered  the 
insurance  field,  William  and  Frank  Maloy  are  officers 
of  the  firm. 

Mr.  Maloy  is  identified  with  numerous  societies  of 
a  professional,  civic  and  social  nature,  including  the 
Marine  Underwriters’  Association,  of  which  he  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors;  the  Board  of  In¬ 
surance  Underwriters ;  the  Merchants’  Association, 
the  Produce  Exchange  Luncheon  Club,  the  Block 
Hall  Club  and  the  Manhattan  Club,  all  of  New 
York,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  On  Staten  Island  he  has  always  evinced 
a  warm  interest  in  public  affairs,  having  served  for 
several  years  as  president  of  the  old  village  of  New 
Brighton,  for  six  years  as  a  trustee  of  that  com¬ 
munity,  and  at  one  time  as  an  alderman  following  the 
incorporation  of  Staten  Island  as  a  part  of  the 
Greater  City  of  New  York.  His  political  affiliation 
is  with  the  Democratic  party  wherein  he  has  lent 
whole-hearted  support  for  clooe  to  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  He  is  identified  fraternally  with  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  and  has  long  been  a  member  of  the 
Richmond  County  Country  Club  and  the  Staten 
Island  Club.  In  religious  worship  Mr.  Maloy  is  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  being 
active  in  the  work  of  that  parish,  and  he  is  also  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Catholic  Club  of  New  York. 

Born  and  reared  in  New  Brighton,  Mr.  Maloy  lived 
during  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  in  that  village,  but 
removed  in  1885  to  West  New  Brighton  where  he 
has  since  resided.  According  to  the  Staten  Island 
Directory  of  1893  and  1897,  he  lived  at  the  corner 
of  Post  and  Greenleaf  avenues,  and  worked  at  that 
time  in  an  office  at  16  Exchange  Place,  New  York. 
He  resides  at  present  at  No.  146  Bard  Avenue. 

Mr.  Maloy  married  on  June  6,  1885,  Hannah  Don¬ 
ovan,  of  old  Irish  stock,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Mary  (Collins)  Donovan,  of  County  Cork.  They 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
were  born  on  Staten  Island:  1.  Isabel,  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Paul  Dineen  and  the  mother  of  a  son.  2.  Joseph, 
who  served  as  district  attorney  of  Richmond  County 
for  two  terms,  also  as  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Special 
Sessions,  died  in  1924,  survived  by  his  widow  and 
three  children.  3.  Edward  J.,  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  4.  William,  who  is  married  and  is  the 
father  of  two  children.  5.  Gertrude,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Harold  Beves  of  Staten  Island  and  the  mother  of 
three  children.  6.  Kathleen,  who  married  Captain 
William  J.  Rague,  Jr.,  of  the  United  States  Merchant 
Marine.  7.  Frank,  who  with  his  brothers,  Edward 
and  William,  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business 
as  previously  mentioned.  8.  Florence,  died  in  infancy. 

J.  ANDREA  de  PALMA— One  of  Staten  Island’s 
late  residents,  whose  life  and  associations  served  to 
exemplify  the  type  of  citizenship  and  enterprise  this 
borough  has  always  encouraged,  was  J.  Andrea  de 
Palma,  a  contractor  by  profession,  and  although  his 
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business  headquarters  were  in  New  York,  he  had  re¬ 
sided  in  Rosebank  since  1883. 

The  family  of  de  Palma  (later  Palma)  were  de¬ 
scendants  of  the  aristocracy  of  Italy  and  were  rep¬ 
resented  for  long  years  in  Chiaramonte,  Province  of 
Potenza,  in  that  country.  In  this  district  members  of 
this  well  known  family  were  generally  extensive  land 
owners,  proprietors  of  olive  plantations,  and  were 
engaged  in  exporting  operations,  dealing  principally 
in  oils,  cheeses,  and  other  commodities. 

It  was  there  that  Pasquale  de  Palma,  the  father  of 
J.  Andrea  de  Palma,  was  born  and  educated.  He  and 
his  wife,  Maria  de  Palma,  became  the  parents  of 
five  children:  Nicholas,  John,  Angela,  Modesto,  and 
J.  Andrea. 

J.  Andrea  de  Palma  obtained  a  sound  education 
in  the  schools  of  Chiaramonte.  As  a  youth  he  in¬ 
tended  to  enter  the  priesthood,  but  after  completing 
his  studies  he  determined  to  sail  to  America  and  there 
engage  in  business.  Thus  he  left  his  native  hearth- 
side  in  1875  and  after  voyaging  across  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  landed  at  the  port  of  New  York,  and  estab¬ 
lished  his  residence  for  a  time  in  New  York  City. 
Possessed  of  unusual  resourcefulness  and  business 
acumen,  he  was  destined  to  become  successful  in  the 
management  of  a  contracting  concern  in  association 
with  his  elder  brother,  John. 

In  December,  1879,  Mr.  de  Palma  returned  to  his 
native  town  in  Italy,  and  there  on  January  29,  1880, 
his  marriage  to  Maria  Raffaele  Sassano,  took  place. 
Mrs.  de  Palma  was  also  of  an  old  Italian  family, 
resident  for  many  years  in  Chiaramonte.  Mr.  de 
Palma  sailed  back  to  New  York  with  his  bride  in 
March,  and  resumed  his  connection  with  his  brother 
in  the  firm  of  A.  and  J.  Palma.  The  business  was 
chiefly  concerned  with  general  contracting  work, 
such  as  excavation  and  construction  of  foundations. 
From  time  to  time  contracts  with  large  business 
houses  and  office  buildings  for  the  removal  of  trade 
waste  were  also  effected.  The  establishment  which 
was  located  in  Manhattan,  continued  to  operate  until 
1915,  when  Mr.  de  Palma  retired  from  active  busi¬ 
ness  pursuits. 

Mr.  de  Palma  had  resided  on  Staten  Island  since 
1883,  and  he  continued  to  do  so  following  his  retire¬ 
ment.  He  became  warmly  attached  to  his  home  in 
Reynolds  Street,  Rosebank,  as  well  as  to  his  family, 
and  to  various  activities  within  the  community.  In 
1902  he  founded  St.  Joseph’s  Church  in  Rosebank 
and  continued  to  be  a  benefactor  of  this  institution 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  the 
organizer  of  the  Mount  Carmel  Society  and  served 
as  its  president  from  1903  to  1926.  He  was  also 
greatly  interested  in  other  developments,  particularly 
those  of  a  civic  nature  and  his  solicitude  for  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  others  was  perhaps  his 
principal  enjoyment.  As  a  supporter  of  charitable 
causes  he  was  beloved  by  all  those  on  Staten  Island 
who  were  privileged  to  cultivate  his  friendship.  After 
he  had  been  assured  of  his  success  in  business  and  had 
come  to  reside  in  an  attractive  residence,  he  brought 
his  parents  over  from  Italy  to  enjoy  life  here. 

J.  Andrea  and  Maria  Raffaele  (Sassano)  de  Palma 
were  the  parents  of  five  daughters  and  two  sons: 
Mary  A.,  now  Mrs.  P.  R.  Ferrari,  of  Rosebank; 
Rose  T.,  now  Mrs.  Alfred  L.  Doyle,  of  Rosebank; 
Carmela  J.,  wife  of  Anthony  Viggiano,  of  Saybrook, 
Connecticut,  deceased;  Louise  E.,  now  Mrs.  John  P. 
Robinson,  of  Rosebank;  Joseph  A.,  whose  biography 
follows;  Margaret  D.,  living  at  home;  and  John  W., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

The  death  of  J.  Andrea  de  Palma  occurred  October 
29,  1926,  thus  bringing  to  a  close  a  residence  of  more 
than  forty  years  on  Staten  Island. 


JOSEPH  A.  PALMA — One  of  Staten  Island’s 
outstanding  citizens  is  Joseph  A.  Palma,  president 
of  the  Richmond  Motors  Holding  Corporation,  who, 
as  former  chief  operative  of  the  United  States  Secret 
Service,  has  performed  invaluable  service  to  the 
government  before,  during,  and  since  the  World 
Wlar.  Associated  with  the  New  York  district  of 
the  Federal  Secret  Service,  with  offices  in  the  Cus¬ 
toms  House,  in  New  York,  Mr.  Palma,  as  a  result 
of  his  remarkable  accomplishments  in  his  chosen  field, 
received  many  compliments  from  the  leading  officials 
of  the  United  States  Government  and  of  foreign 
nations.  In  the  course  of  his  work  he  has  met  a 
large  number  of  celebrities;  and  of  these  events  he 
has  numerous  mementos  in  the  form  of  autographs 
and  trophies,  signs  of  friendships  that  are  fraught 
with  meaning  to  a  man  whose  life  work  has  been 
along  the  lines  of  that  performed  by  him. 

He  was  born  in  New  York  City  on  June  5,  1889, 
son  of  the  late  J.  Andrea  de  Palma  (see  preceding 
biography),  and  Maria  Raffaele  (Sassano)  de  Palma, 
who  resides  in  Rosebank.  His  parents  brought  him 
to  Staten  Island  while  still  in  his  infancy,  and  here 
he  later  attended  St.  Mary’s  Parochial  School,  and 
Public  School  No.  14,  this  training  being  supple¬ 
mented  by  a  year  in  business  college.  He  then  took 
employment  with  his  father  in  the  contracting  busi¬ 
ness,  continuing  until  1909,  when  he  associated  with 
Martin  Hughes,  the  well-known  mortician.  Following 
this,  he  accepted  a  position  as  a  New  York  State 
detective,  and  at  the  same  time  he  did  some  legal, 
investigation  work  for  various  law  firms  in  Man¬ 
hattan.  In  April,  1915,  after  passing  the  customary 
examinations,  he  was  appointed  an  operative  in  the 
United  States  Secret  Service,  and  from  this  date 
until  his  retirement,  he  displayed  a  positive  genius 
for  the  work  he  had  undertaken  in  the  solution  of 
many  of  the  foremost  cases  that  came  before  the 
officials  of  this  department. 

One  of  his  first  assignments  was  as  director  of 
all  secret  service  operations  at  the  Italian  Embassy, 
in  Beverly  Farms,  Massachusetts.  A  short  time  later 
he  was  put  to  work  on  a  case  arising  out  of  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  blow  up  Sault  St.  Marie  Canal.  His  inves¬ 
tigations  in  this  case  resulted  in  the  capture  of  five 
Austrians  with  dynamite  who  were  apparently  plan¬ 
ning  to  destroy  the  locks  of  the  canal.  He  was  then 
stationed  in  New  York  City  as  second  in  command 
of  the  Neutrality  Squad  and  while  thus  occupied, 
he  and  other  members  of  the  service  uncovered  and 
deciphered  several  code  messages  which  were  being 
sent  to  Mexico  in  statuary  and  balls  of  twine.  The 
propagandists  were  quickly  apprehended.  Washing¬ 
ton  authorities  next  gave  him  the  task  of  finding  a 
German  navy  lieutenant  who  had  been  in  command 
of  the  Kaiser’s  flagship,  “Moltke.”  The  officer  had 
been  missing  and  it  was  thought  that  he  was  plot¬ 
ting  against  the  United  States.  Through  the  officer’s 
wife,  who  was  also  contriving  to  get  information 
regarding  our  troopships  from  the  United  States  Army 
officers,  Mr.  Palma  managed  to  find  his  man  serenely 
occupied  in  an  important  position,  superintending  the 
making  of  air  gauges  for  army  planes.  At  the  same 
time  he  also  uncovered  the  wireless  plant  at  Tucker- 
ton,  New  Jersey,  operated  by  the  notorious  Professor 
Zennick. 

In  reward  for  unusually  brilliant  work,  Secretary 
of  State  Robert  Lansing  requested  that  Mr.  Palma 
be  recognized  by  being  put  in  charge  of  the  Michi¬ 
gan  district.  Not  long  after  this  appointment,  being 
the  youngest  man  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  a  district, 
he  set  about  to  break  up  a  band  of  bank  and  post 
office  robbers  who  were  operating  in  the  Middle 
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West.  After  several  months  of  tabulation,  and,  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  local  police  departments  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Toledo,  Cleveland,  and  Detroit,  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  bandits  were 
brought  to  justice.  At  two  o’clock  one  morning  the 
post  office  at  Toledo  was  invaded  by  six  armed  men 
who  stole  a  million  dollars  in  Liberty  Bonds  and  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  dollars  in  cash.  That 
was  on  February  17,  1921.  By  April  of  the  same 
year,  Mr.  Palma  had  rounded  up  the  six  principals 
and  ninety-two  other  persons  implicated  in  the  crime, 
all  of  whom  had  fled  to  various  large  cities  in  the 
United  States.  Shortly  after  this,  the  capture  of  the 
men  who  had  killed  five  detectives  during  a  hold¬ 
up  of  Morton  and  Company,  a  bond  house  of  Detroit, 
was  accomplished. 

Among  other  works,  he  was  assigned  to  the  famous 
Sacco- Vanzetti  case  and  several  counterfeiting  inves¬ 
tigations.  On  February  28,  1923,  he  conducted  a  raid 
and  arrested  seventy-four  persons  for  manufacturing 
spurious  Federal  Reserve  notes  ranging  from  two  to 
fifty-dollar  denominations.  Rising  higher  and  higher 
in  the  estimation  of  the  Government  authorities,  Mr. 
Palma  was  sent  to  New  York  City  from  the  middle 
western  district  on  August  22,  1922,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In  June,  1923, 
after  the  counterfeiting  raid,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  operative  in  charge  of  the  New  York  dis¬ 
trict.  On  July  1,  1924,  he  became  the  principal 
operative  of  the  United  States  Secret  Service,  a  posi¬ 
tion  which  he  continued  to  hold  until  his  retirement, 
September  1,  1929. 

In  1926,  by  virtue  of  a  warm  friendship  existing 
between  Mr.  Henry  Ford,  noted  motor  car  manufac¬ 
turer  and  citizen  and  himself,  Mr.  Palma  was  enabled 
to  effect  a  reconciliation  in  the  famous  Ford-Shapiro 
and  Ford-Bernstein  controversies.  In  this  he  was  also 
aided  by  the  late  Louis  Marshall,  noted  lawyer  and 
philanthropist.  It  was  during  this  time  that  Mr. 
Palma  had  opportunity  of  entering  business  life, 
thus  on  May  28,  1928  he  became  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Richmond  Motors  Holding  Corporation,  a  firm 
established  for  the  sales  service  and  distribution  of 
Ford  and  Lincoln  products  on  Staten  Island.  The 
main  offices  are  located  at  No.  21 1  Bay  Street,  Tomp- 
kinsville,  where  they  have  large  show  rooms  and 
service  departments,  as  well  as  a  similar  place  on 
Castleton  Avenue  near  Port  Richmond. 

Although  naturally  a  busy  man,  Mr.  Palma  is  active 
in  public  affairs  and  supports  measures  which  are 
designed  to  bring  about  permanent  good  on  Staten 
Island.  He  is  a  member  of  Staten  Island  Council, 
Knights  of  Columbus;  Court  Southfield,  Foresters 
of  America;  and  the  local  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Automobile  Merchants’  Association  of  New 
York  City,  the  Richmond  County  Automobile  Dealers’ 
Association,  and  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce. 

At  various  times  he  has  received  honors  and  com¬ 
mendations  and  has  in  his  possession  the  autographs 
of  Presidents  Wilson,  Harding,  and  Coolidge,  Lord 
Balfour,  of  England,  General  Bridges,  the  Gover¬ 
nor-General  of  Australia,  Marshalls  Foch,  and  Joffre, 
of  France,  and  Premier  Mussolini,  General  Diaz 
and  Signor  Marconi,  of  Italy.  He  was  also  decorated 
as  a  “Cavalier”  by  the  illustrious  Premier  Mussolini. 

Mr.  Palma  married,  in  1909,  Marie  J.  Moore,  of 
New  York  City,  a  daughter  of  Sylvester  J.  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Murphy)  Moore.  By  this  marriage  there  are 
the  following  children:  1.  Marie  Raphael,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  24,  1910,  who  died  June  11,  1916,  of  infantile 
S.  I.— 10 


paralysis.  2.  Joseph  A.,  Jr.,  born  May  27,  1911.  3. 
John  William,  born  November  7,  1912.  4.  David 
Francis,  born  February  1,  1915.  5.  Robert  Edward, 
born  August  28,  1917.  6.  Alice  Louise,  born  May 
8,  1919-  7;  George  Arthur,  born  December  29,  1921. 
8.  Richard,  born  January  28,  1925.  9.  James  Gilbert, 
born  January  29,  1926.  10.  Eileen  May,  born  July  5, 
1928.  11.  Raymond  Leo,  born  October  7,  1929. 

CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  H.  MORRIS  — For  more 
than  thirty  years  the  Morris  family  has  resided  on 
Staten  Island.  During  that  period  its  various  mem¬ 
bers  have  taken  honorable  places  among  the  citizen¬ 
ship-at-large,  serving  in  such  capacities  of  patriotic, 
civic,  and  social  nature  as  would  add  welfare  to 
their  community  and  honor  to  their  country. 

The  first  of  the  Morris  family  to  come  to  America 
was  Edwin  Morris,  a  native  of  England,  who  arrived 
here  about  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago.  His 
wife  was  Mary  Finley. 

William  H.  Morris,  their  son,  was  born  at  New¬ 
burgh,  New  York,  March  3,  i860,  where  the  elder 
Morris  had  located  for  a  time.  There  he  attended 
primary  school  and  later  the  public  and  high  schools 
of  New  York,  his  parents  having  removed  to  that 
city  about  1885.  After  completing  his  studies  he 
entered  the  jewelry  business  of  J.  W.  Richardson 
and  Company  and  in  time  traveled  as  a  sales  rep¬ 
resentative  for  the  firm  in  which  capacity  he  served 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  November  15,  1900.  While 
a  resident  of  New  York,  he  took  a  keen  interest  as 
a  citizen  in  various  matters,  especially  as  a  member 
of  the  22d  Engineers,  New  York  National  Guard, 
in  which  he  held  the  rank  of  sergeant. 

Mr.  Morris  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1897,  and 
since  that  year  the  family  has  always  resided  here. 
His  marriage  took  place  on  April  27,  1882,  to  Cecile 

G.  Keppler,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Cecile  (Effray) 
Keppler.  Her  father  was  of  German  descent,  while 
her  mother  was  of  French  ancestry. 

William  H.  and  Cecile  G.  (Keppler)  Morris  were 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Arthur  A.,  the  eldest, 
born  in  New  York,  March  15,  1887,  attended  school 
in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  before  entering 
Augustinian  Academy.  Upon  finishing  his  academic 
activities  he  entered  the  importing  business,  becom¬ 
ing  connected  with  Von  Bremen  Asche  and  Com¬ 
pany,  New  York.  Serving  this  firm  four  years  he 
next  became  secretary  for  Schall  and  Company, 
dealers  in  artistic  confectioners’  supplies  at  81  Bar¬ 
clay  Street,  the  business  having  been  founded  by  his 
grandfather,  Martin  Keppler.  He  now  holds  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  vice-president  of  this  concern.  Mr.  Morris 
married  on  April  9,  1912,  Adrienne  Ducasse,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Francois  and  Marthe  Ducasse,  of  St.  George, 
Staten  Island.  They  reside  at  41  Forest  Avenue, 
Silver  Lake  Park,  and  their  children  are  Nadine, 
Caryl,  Shirley,  Robert,  and  Beverley.  The  latter  is 
deceased. 

William  H.  Morris,  Jr.,  the  second  son  of  William 

H.  and  Cecile  G.  (Keppler)  Morris,  was  born  in 
New  York  City,  January  27,  1891.  After  obtaining 
his  education  in  the  public  schools,  Augustinian 
Academy,  and  Curtis  High  School,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Frederick  Boger  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany.  Following  this,  he  became  engaged  as  a  clerk 
for  two  years  in  the  office  of  Schall  and  Company, 
and  was  then  promoted  to  be  a  sales  representative 
of  this  firm  which  occupation  he  has  since  followed 
except  for  a  period  spent  in  the  active  military  serv¬ 
ice  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Morris’  interest  in  military  activities  came  in 
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1912  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Troop  F., 
1st  Cavalry,  New  York  National  Guard.  He  was 
subsequently  promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal  and 
then  sergeant,  after  which  he  spent  nine  months  with 
the  troop  on  the  Mexican  border.  Upon  his  return 
from  the  South  he  was  assigned,  at  first  to  the  officers’ 
Training  Camp  at  Plattsburg,  where  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  as  second  lieutenant,  and  later  sent  to 
Camp  Wadsworth,  South  Carolina,  for  duty  with  the 
27th  Division  of  New  York.  After  receiving  inten¬ 
sive  training  there,  he  was  sent  to  France  a  few 
months  later,  as  a  casual  officer  and  upon  arrival  in 
France  was  attached  to  the  104th  Infantry,  126th 
Division.  In  this  branch  of  the  army  he  served  as 
a  first  lieutenant  in  the  front  lines  until  wounded  in 
action  nearly  a  month  before  the  Armistice  was 
signed.  Remaining  in  France  as  a  convalescent  sol¬ 
dier  he  returned  to  his  regiment  in  time  to  embark 
for  Boston,  where  his  unit  was  demobilized  in 
March,  1919.  He  was  thence  discharged  at  Camp 
Devens,  Ayer,  Massachusetts,  as  a  first  lieutenant, 
26th  Division,  following  which  he  resumed  his  busi¬ 
ness  connections  with  Schall  and  Company  in  New 
York. 

Continuing  his  military  career,  he  was  commis¬ 
sioned  on  March  4,  1921,  captain  of  Cavalry  in  the 
New  York  National  Guard,  having  command  of 
Troop  F.,  1st  Cavalry,  now  designated  as  Head¬ 
quarters  Troop  51st  Cavalry  Brigade,  located  at 
West  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island.  Captain  Morris 
became  interested  in  the  erection  of  an  armory  for 
his  troop  and  his  aggressive  leadership  won  for 
Staten  Island  the  beautiful  new  building  at  Manor 
Farm,  now  known  as  the  Armory  of  Headquarters 
Troop,  51st  Cavalry  Brigade. 

The  history  of  the  troop  is  as  follows: 

1st  Cavalry,  New  York  National  Guard,  Troop  F, 
was  organized  in  1910  by  a  group  of  local  citizens 
who  kept  their  horses  in  the  large  barn  on  Morton 
Smith’s  Manor  Farm  on  Martling  Lane,  near  Slos- 
son  Avenue,  in  West  New  Brighton.  For  several 
years  the  feats  of  horsemanship  to  be  seen  there 
attracted  many  visitors  and  gave  the  troop  much 
prominence  in  this  district  as  well  as  throughout  the 
State  in  National  Guard  circles.  In  June,  1916,  the 
troop  was  mustered  into  Federal  service,  and  was 
sent  to  McAllen,  Texas,  on  the  Mexican  border  at 
which  time  there  was  threatening  trouble  between 
this  country  and  Mexico.  In  March,  1917,  upon 
returning  to  Staten  Island,  its  members  were  pre¬ 
sented  with  medals  commemorating  their  service  and 
were  honored  by  a  public  reception.  Their  officers 
at  this  time  were  Captain  A.  Hunter  Platt,  Lieutenant 
Bertram  G.  Eadie,  Lieutenant  Irving  R.  Boody,  and 
Lieutenant  William  A.  Patterson.  Soon  after,  the 
greater  part  of  the  members  enlisted  for  various 
military  duties  in  the  World  War,  and  after  a  short 
period  in  training  camps  in  different  sections  of  the 
country,  many  were  assigned  to  machine  gun  bat¬ 
talions  and  experienced  dangerous  service  in  France. 
After  the  Armistice  in  November,  1918,  and  their 
return  to  civil  life  they  again  became  part  of  the 
National  Guard  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
until  1922  were  known  as  Troop  F.  1st  Cavalry  or, 
for  a  short  time,  101st  Cavalry.  Since  1922  their 
designation  has  been  Headquarters  Troop,  51st 
Cavalry  Brigade,  Captain  William  H.  Morris  com¬ 
manding.  The  Manor  Farm,  which  continues  to  be 
their  home,  was  bought  by  the  city  of  New  York 
in  1927,  and  the  present  fine  armory  was  built  fac¬ 
ing  on  Manor  Road.  The  historic  wooden  stables, 
the  first  home  of  the  troop,  were  burned  December 
26,  1928,  the  horses  and  supplies  having  been  previously 
removed.  The  city  of  New  York  now  provides 


salaries  for  the  armory  staff,  consisting  of  armorer, 
engineer,  and  six  assistants,  in  charge  of  horses  and 
equipment.  The  commanding  officers  since  1910  have 
been  respectively,  Captains  E.  Howe  Bennett,  A. 
Hunter  Platt,  John  Miller,  Edward  H.  Jacobson,  and 
William  H.  Morris.  The  original  membership  was 
twenty-eight  and  has  since  grown  to  the  present 
maximum  enlisted  strength  of  seventy-one  men. 
There  are  sixty-nine  horses  and  sufficient  other  mili¬ 
tary  equipment  at  the  armory  to  allow  the  troop  to 
immediately  mobilize  for  field  service.  The  drill  field 
consists  of  about  nineteen  acres,  with  overhead  light¬ 
ing  splendidly  laid  out  for  military  purposes. 

Captain  Morris  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  the 
first  county  treasurer  of  the  American  Legion  and 
was  a  charter  member  of  James  S.  Slosson  Post,  No. 
53  of  the  American  Legion,  Department  of  New 
York.  His  marriage  occurred  June  24,  1922,  to 
Hazel  Lawrence,  daughter  of  David  and  Isabel 
(Smith)  Lawrence,  and  they  had  a  daughter,  Jane 
P.,  born  March  26,  1923. 

Ethel  C.  Morris,  third  of  the  children  of  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  and  Cecile  G.  (Keppler)  Morris,  was  born 
February  23,  1894.  She  married  Henry  Reynaud  and 
resides  in  St.  George.  Their  children  are:  Cecile, 
Annette,  Henry,  Jr.,  and  Joan  Marie.  The  young¬ 
est  of  family  of  William  H.  Morris  was  Richard  A., 
whose  review  follows. 


RICHARD  A.  MORRIS,  son  of  Wjlliam  H.  and 
Cecile  G.  (Keppler)  Morris,  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  August  11,  1896.  His  early  education  was 
obtained  at  the  Augustinian  Academy  and,  later,  he 
was  a  pupil  at  Curtis  High  School.  Upon  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  scholastic  courses  he  obtained  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  office  of  the  Quaker  Oats  Company  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  remained  until  November, 
1917,  when  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  World  War 
as  a  member  of  the  Aviation  Corps  of  the  United 
States  Navy.  After  an  intensive  training  at  Pen¬ 
sacola,  Florida,  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  Hog  Island, 
Philadelphia,  he  was  assigned  in  June,  1918,  to 
balloon  observation  work  on  the  Irish  Coast,  in 
which  he  served  until  the  signing  of  the  Armistice. 
His  rank  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  in 
January,  1919,  was  that  of  first-class  quartermaster. 
He  then  returned  to  his  home  on  Staten  Island  and 
subsequently  entered  the  insurance  business  of  which 
he  is  now  a  special  representative  of  the  New  York 
Indemnity  Company. 

Mr.  Morris  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  com¬ 
munity  interests  of  Staten  Island,  particularly  those 
involving  the  American  Legion.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  James  S.  Slosson  Post,  No.  5 3>  of  that 
organization,  the  rooms  of  which  are  located  in  Stuy- 
vesant  Place,  St.  George.  Mr.  Morris  was  the  first 
treasurer  of  the  post  and  was  later  elected  vice¬ 
commander.  He  has  served  on  its  important  com¬ 
mittees  and  in  October,  1926,  was  honored  by  his 
comrades  with  the  election  to  the  office  of  County 
Commander  of  Richmond  County,  which  has  charge 
of  seven  posts.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America;  and  he 
has  been  active  in  the  work  of  St.  Peter’s  Roman 
Catholic  parish  in  New  Brighton. 

It  is  fitting  to  say  of  Richard  A.  Morris  that  his 
service  to  his  country  and  his  comrades  in  the  World 
War  and  to  his  community  in  general  comprise  out¬ 
standing  features  of  his  life.  Unselfishly  and  ungrudg¬ 
ingly  has  he  given  of  his  time  and  abilities  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  general  good  and  this  has  become 
recognized  by  his  many  friends  and  associates. 

Mr.  Morris  resides  at  No.  31 1  St.  Mark’s  Place, 
New  Brighton. 


■ 
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HON.  THOMAS  CYRIL  BROWN— When  the 
last  history  of  Staten  Island  was  published,  in  1900, 
its  author  probably  had  not  the  slightest  idea  that 
the  subject  herein  described,  who  was  then  a  young 
man  just  admitted  to  the  bar,  was  destined  to  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  foremost  citizens,  influential  in  poli¬ 
tical  life,  active  in  intellectual  and  charitable  move¬ 
ments,  and  honored  for  his  judicial  integrity.  He  is 
the  son  of  Robert  and  Matilda  (Longworth)  Brown, 
natives  respectively  of  the  north  and  south  of  Ire¬ 
land,  who  came  to  New  York  with  their  parents  in 
1845  and  1847,  as  children.  They  were  married  in 
New  York  City,  lived  for  a  short  time  at  Saratoga, 
New  York,  and  about  1866  came  to  Staten  Island 
to  reside. 

Judge  Thomas  C.  Brown  was  born  April  23,  1876, 
at  Port  Richmond.  He  was  educated  there  in  the 
public  schools,  and  after  graduating  from  the  high 
school,  acquired  further  learning  and  training  at  St. 
John’s  Military  School  in  Manlius,  New  York.  His 
law  studies  were  obtained  at  the  New  York  Law 
School,  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  having  been 
conferred  upon  him  in  1897.  After  pursuing  a  post¬ 
graduate  course  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the 
State  of  New  York  in  1898.  He  practiced  law  until 

1904,  when  he  was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Muni¬ 
cipal  Court  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Upon  the 
completion  of  his  appointed  term,  he  was  elected,  in 

1905,  a  Justice  of  this  Court,  being  elected  to  succeed 
himself  in  1909,  and  again,  in  1919,  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  both  political  parties.  He  continued  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Court  for  more  than  twenty- three 
years  until  his  appointment  on  March  16,  1928,  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Children’s  Court  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  of  which  court  he  is  a  respected  justice  at 
this  writing  (1930). 

His  judicial  career  in  both  courts  has,  however, 
been  but  one  part  of  his  life  work.  Deeply  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  children,  especially  boys,  Judge 
Brown,  during  ten  years  as  president  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Children,  has  had  great  influence  upon  the  future 
life  of  thousands  of  children  whose  development  for 
the  better  he  has  been  able  to  assist.  The  same  inter¬ 
est  has  led  him  to  accept  positions  on  the  Troop 
Committee  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Hospitals 
and  many  other  forms  of  wisely-directed  charity  have 
aroused  his  interest  and  received  his  support.  The 
Richmond  Memorial  Hospital  and  St.  Vincent’s  Hos¬ 
pital  include  him  on  their  board  of  directors.  In 
civic  matters  he  seems  to  have  enough  occupation  to 
fill  one  man’s  time.  Identified  from  boyhood  with 
Northfield,  he  naturally  became  the  first  president 
of  the  Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade  and  chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Staten  Island 
Flag  Day  Association.  His  interest  in  civic  life  is 
not  at  all  sectional,  for  he  has  volunteered  his  sup¬ 
port  of  various  worthy  organizations  throughout  the 
entire  island.  He  has  served  as  a  director  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the  local  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  and  as  a  trustee  of  the  Conference 
House  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Prince 
Bay  Yacht  Club,  the  Staten  Island  Club,  the  Kiwanis 
Club,  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club,  and  many 
other  such  organizations  in  this  borough.  During 
the  Staten  Island  Sesqui- Centennial,  Judge  Brown 
was  chairman  of  the  Men’s  Committee  for  the  Colo¬ 
nial  Ball,  marshal  of  the  children’s  parade  on  the 
second  day  and  grand  marshal  of  the  Sesqui-Cen- 
tennial  parade  on  the  last  day  in  1926.  His  gifts  as 
an  orator,  and  his  sound  views  make  him  almost 
indispensable  at  public  functions. 

The  judge  has  still  another  side  to  his  character 


which,  fed  by  travel  and  study,  makes  him  take  an 
interest  in  matters  of  art  and  science,  as  is  evidenced 
by  his  being  a  trustee  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute 
of  Arts  and  Sciences.  Still  another  side,  not  so  far 
removed  from  the  scientific,  is  a  love  of  nature  which 
prompts  him  to  retire,  whenever  his  busy  life  permits, 
to  his  farm  on  Schooley’s  Mountain  in  New  Jersey. 
The  judge  can  be  seriously  impressive  when  speak¬ 
ing  of  distressing  instances  of  juvenile  delinquency; 
he  can  mingle  jest,  pathos,  and  wisdom  in  a  public 
address,  but  it  takes  a  farm  topic  to  arouse  his 
enthusiasm  in  earnest.  Apart  from  all  these  diverse 
occupations,  Judge  Brown’s  judicial  mind  and  keen 
insight  into  human  nature  has  made  him  prominent 
in  the  councils  of  the  Democratic  party.  Not  only  in 
his  own  party  is  he  especially  popular,  but  to  the 
citizenship-at-large,  ofttimes  being  called  upon  by  the 
many  constituents  that  make  up  a  community,  to 
render  counsel. 

Judge  Brown  was  happily  wedded  on  June  29,  1904, 
at  Port  Richmond  to  Emelyne  Douglas  Vroome, 
daughter  of  Robert  D.  and  Elizabeth  (Egbert) 
Vroome,  who  were  married  in  1871  at  St.  Andrew’s 
Church  in  Richmond.  The  Vroomes  are  an  old 
Staten  Island  family  of  Dutch  lineage,  while  the 
Egberts  are  of  English  forebears.  Both  families  have 
long  been  seated  on  Staten  Island,  the  Egberts  hav¬ 
ing  arrived  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century. 

Judge  and  Mrs.  Thomas  C.  Brown  are  the  parents 
of  three  sons:  Thomas  C.,  Jr.,  engaged  in  business 
in  New  York  City;  Austin  L.,  a  student  at  Prince¬ 
ton  University;  and  Lawrence  V.,  now  (1930)  attend¬ 
ing  Lawrenceville  School  in  preparation  for  Prince¬ 
ton. 

Judge  Brown  had  one  brother,  Robert  S.  and  three 
sisters:  Matilda;  Martha,  who  married  James  A. 
Simpson,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania;  and  Frances, 
who  married  John  L.  Gormley,  of  Atlantic  City, 
New  Jersey. 

JOHN  F.  FREDERICKS — A  successful  bank¬ 
ing  career  which  extended  for  more  than  a  half  cen¬ 
tury  was  enjoyed  by  John  F.  Frederichs  of  Tomp- 
kinsville.  Wholly  a  self-made  man,  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  an  internationally-known  banking  institution,  with 
headquarters  in  New  York. 

The  Frederichs  family  was  for  many  years  rep¬ 
resented  in  Rendzburg,  Province  of  Schleswig-Hol¬ 
stein,  Germany.  Carl  Frederichs,  father  of  our  late 
citizen,  resided  there  during  his  entire  lifetime  and 
by  occupation  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  a  skilled 
craftsman  of  the  times.  He  married  Tine  Krause, 
of  another  family  who  were  long-time  residents  of 
that  district. 

John  F.  Frederichs  was  born  in  Rendzburg,  No¬ 
vember  3,  1853,  and  after  obtaining  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  town  he  voyaged  to  the 
United  States,  arriving  at  the  port  of  New  York 
about  1870.  Of  an  industrious  and  persevering 
nature,  he  quickly  found  employment  in  a  book  shop 
conducted  by  his  uncle.  Shortly  after,  in  1871,  he 
became  a  junior  clerk  in  the  German-American  Bank, 
now  the  Continental  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of 
New  York.  Thus  it  was  he  began  a  career  which 
he  was  destined  to  continue  for  fifty-seven  years, 
first  as  an  employee  and  later  in  an  official  capacity. 
He  rose  gradually  from  his  junior  clerkship  to  posi¬ 
tions  entailing  considerably  more  responsibility  and 
trust,  until  by  1918  he  was  made  president  of  the 
bank.  The  chairmanship  of  the  board  of  directors 
was  awarded  him  in  1928,  but  his  service  in  this 
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office  was  of  short  duration,  death  overtaking  him 
on  December  2  of  that  year. 

Preferring  to  devote  his  time  to  business  affairs  and 
to  his  home  and  family,  Mr.  Frederichs  lived  a  life 
quite  apart  from  fraternal  or  club  associations.  He, 
however,  was  keenly  interested  in  the  advance  of 
education,  particularly  in  his  home  borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  served  for  several  years  as  a  trustee  of 
the  Staten  Island  Academy.  Worthy  civic  and  charit¬ 
able  causes  also  received  his  hearty  support. 

Mr.  Frederichs  was  married  at  Tompkinsville  on 
June  29,  1886,  to  Bertha  J.  Lederle,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Clara  (Schmidt)  Lederle,  both  natives 
of  Freiburg,  Germany.  Joseph  Lederle  purchased 
property  on  Lewis  Street,  Stapleton,  about  1870,  and 
resided  there  until  his  death  twenty-five  years  later. 
In  1886  it  is  recorded  that  John  F.  Frederichs  built 
a  home  on  the  Lederle  property,  the  family  still  being 
represented  there  at  the  present  day. 

Mr.  Lederle  was  an  architect  and  engineer  by  call¬ 
ing,  and  held  the  post  of  construction  engineer  in 
charge  of  the  Light  House  Department  at  St.  George. 
In  order  to  realize  the  importance  of  this  position 
and  the  attendant  responsibility  it  embraced,  let  it 
be  noted  that  the  St.  George  station  controls  all 
lighthouses  ranging  from  Rhode  Island  to  Delaware 
on  the  Atlantic  Coast.  The  station  is  maintained  by 
the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  attached  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce,  United  States  Government.  In 
this  capacity,  Mr.  Lederle  was  instrumental  in  the 
construction  of  various  lighthouses  under  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  this  department. 

In  addition  to  Bertha  J.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lederle 
had  three  other  children  who  were:  William,  now 
a  resident  of  Philadelphia;  Ernest,  deceased,  former 
health  commissioner  of  New  York  City  under  Mayors 
Seth  Low  and  William  J.  Gaynor;  and  Clara,  de¬ 
ceased. 

To  John  F.  and  Bertha  J.  (Lederle)  Frederichs 
three  children  were  born:  1.  Walter,  who  married 
Mabel  Zeigler,  daughter  of  Fritz  and  Mary  (Gra¬ 
ham)  Zeigler  of  Staten  Island.  2.  Herbert,  who 
married  Mary  Louise  O’Connell,  of  Brooklyn,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  J.  and  Margaret  (Carty) 
O’Connell  of  that  borough.  Dr.  Joseph  J.  O’Con¬ 
nell  was  former  health  officer  of  the  Port  of  New 
York.  Herbert  Frederichs  and  his  wife  have  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary  Louise.  3.  Clara  Lederle,  who  lives  at  the 
family  residence,  No.  53  Lewis  Street,  in  the  Grymes 
Hill  section.  It  is  through  her  interest  that  this  re¬ 
view  of  her  family  is  presented. 

JOSEPH  H.  SEGUINE— Mr.  Seguine  has  been 
connected  with  the  building  supply  business  ever 
since  starting  upon  his  career,  and  the  knowledge  he 
has  gained  by  his  constant  attention  to  the  details 
of  this  work  has  been  of  great  value  in  his  present 
association.  He  is  a  director  in  the  well-known  firm 
Seguine,  Runyon,  Stiles,  Incorporated,  dealers  in 
lumber,  coal,  and  builders’  supplies  in  Tottenville.  An 
enthusiastic  leader  in  everything  concerning  civic  life 
and  welfare,  he  is  known  for  the  energy  he  puts  for¬ 
ward  in  every  project  which  claims  his  attention, 
having  a  particular  interest  in  fraternal  activities, 
education,  and  sports,  and  in  properly  supervised  rec¬ 
reation  for  the  youthful  members  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Seguine  was  born  in  Princes  Bay,  April  28, 
1900,  son  of  Joseph  C.  Seguine,  the  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  same  firm.  He  was  educated  in 
public  schools,  No.  3  and  No.  17,  Staten  Island 
Academy,  and  the  Swarthmore  Preparatory  School, 
at  Swarthmore,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  undertook 
a  general  academic  course  of  study.  After  com¬ 


pleting  a  period  of  active  service  in  the  United 
States  Navy  during  the  World  War,  he  returned  to 
Staten  Island  and  here  entered  business,  choosing  the 
building  supply  field.  For  a  time  he  was  connected 
with  the  concern  of  which  he  is  now  a  director,  but 
later  he  went  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Windsor  Cement  Com¬ 
pany,  a  leading  building  supply  firm  of  that  vicinity. 
He  familiarized  himself  with  the  various  details  and 
methods  of  the  business  and  came  back  to  Staten 
Island,  in  1927,  and  accepted  his  present  post  as 
director  of  Seguine,  Runyon,  Stiles,  Incorporated. 

In  his  school  and  academic  days,  Mr.  Seguine  was 
a  prominent  athlete  and  excelled  in  baseball,  football, 
basketball,  and  track  work.  He  and  his  brother, 
Melvin,  installed  the  first  school  system  in  Totten¬ 
ville,  he  being  the  first  president  and  Melvin  the 
third  president  of  what  was  then  the  general  asso¬ 
ciation,  now  the  general  organization.  His  frater¬ 
nal  affiliations  are  with  Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  381, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  Pathragis  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Willcott  Council,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters;  Washington  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights 
Templar;  also  Norwich  Consistory  of  the  Scottish 
Rite;  and  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  secretary 
of  the  South  Shore  Lions  Club.  While  in  Hart¬ 
ford,  Mr.  Seguine,  and  his  wife,  were  both  active 
in  the  South  Park  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Seguine 
was  president  of  the  Hartford  District  Epworth 
League  for  two  years.  As  a  boy,  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Staten  Island  Boy  Scouts  and  later  served 
as  scoutmaster  for  two  years. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Seguine  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  taking  the  naval  oath  of 
allegiance  on  Decoration  Day,  1918,  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  going  from  there  to  Hampton  Roads, 
Virginia,  where  he  sailed  on  the  U.  S.  S.  “Kansas”; 
later  he  served  in  the  Naval  Overseas  Transporta¬ 
tion  Service,  Norfolk,  Virginia.  He  was  given  the 
position  of  gun  captain  and  had  many  thrilling  experi¬ 
ences  while  on  convoy  duty,  having  met  three  German 
submarines  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  near  St.  Johns, 
New  Brunswick.  He  received  his  discharge  from  the 
service  at  Norfolk  after  the  signing  of  the  Armistice. 

Joseph  H.  Seguine  married,  on  November  24,  1923, 
Winifred  Peberdy,  of  Canterbury,  Kent,  England, 
which  place  is  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  London 
near  Canterbury  Abbey.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Tom  and  Elizabeth  (Hawkins)  Peberdy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Seguine  have  one  son,  Joseph  H.,  Jr.,  born 
June  4,  1927.  The  family  residence  is  located  at  No. 
60  Satterlee  Lane,  Tottenville. 


THE  REV.  JAMES  FRANCIS  FERRIS— As 

pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception 
on  Tar  gee  Street,  Stapleton,  the  Rev.  Father  James 
Francis  Ferris  has  performed  in  recent  years  an  im¬ 
portant  work  with  his  congregation,  and  has  been 
responsible  in  a  large  way  for  the  building  up  of 
this  parish.  He  took  an  active  part  in  perfecting  the 
plans  for  the  erection  of  the  new  school  which  was 
built  on  the  church  property  under  his  direction. 

Father  Ferris  was  born  in  New  York  City,  a  son 
of  John  M.  and  Johanna  (O’Connor)  Ferris,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  are  now  deceased. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  Saint  Francis 
Xavier  School,  and  at  Saint  Joseph’s  Provincial  Sem¬ 
inary,  at  Troy,  New  York;  and  he  finished  theological 
studies  at  the  Dunwoodie  Seminary,  in  Westchester 
County,  New  York.  On  June  9,  1900,  he  was  or¬ 
dained  to  the  priesthood,  and  was  appointed  assistant 
pastor  at  Saint  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  in 


y/lB  frtT’T  I 


— - 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


149 


Saugerties,  New  York,  where  he  was  stationed  about 
one  year.  He  then  became  assistant  at  the  Holy 
Cross  Church,  on  West  Forty-second  Street,  New 
York  City  where  he  served  for  nineteen  years  when 
he  was  made  pastor  of  Saint  Aloysius’  Church,  in 
Livingston  Manor,  Sullivan  County,  New  York,  a 
pastorate  he  held  for  more  than  four  years.  In  1923  he 
was  appointed  pastor  of  his  present  charge,  where 
he  has  served  for  seven  years. 

The  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  was 
founded  in  1887  when  St.  Mary’s  Parish  in  Rose- 
bank  was  divided.  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev. 
Gerard  H.  Huntman,  and  he  celebrated  Mass  for  the 
first  time  in  the  new  parish  on  the  Feast  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception,  Sunday,  December  8,  1887. 
During  the  next  eight  years  under  his  pastoral  care 
the  church  building  was  enlarged  and  he  purchased 
additional  property  between  Broad  and  Hudson 
streets,  later  buying  the  site  on  which  the  present 
church  stands.  In  December,  1895,  the  Rev,  William 
J.  McClure  became  pastor.  In  1908  the  cornerstone 
of  the  present  church  was  laid  by  the  Right  Rev. 
Michael  J.  Lavelle,  who  also  officiated  at  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  finished  building  in  October,  1909.  In 
1908  Father  McClure  also  established  a  parochial 
school  for  the  children  of  the  parish,  with  Sisters 
of  Charity  from  Mount  St.  Vincent  in  charge.  Father 
McClure  died  in  1917  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  Daniel  J.  Quinn,  who  came  to  the  parish  in 
1915  as  administrator.  Father  Quinn’s  pastorate  was 
maiked  by  rapid  growth  in  population  and  the  Cath¬ 
olic  life  of  the  parish.  In  1923  Father  Ferris  was 
appointed  pastor,  and  in  September  of  that  year  he 
formed  another  class  to  relieve  the  congestion  in  the 
limited  class  rooms.  In  September,  1925,  temporary 
class  rooms  were  made  in  the  old  church  building 
to  provide  room  for  the  new  pupils,  and  more  teach¬ 
ers  were  added  to  the  staff.  With  these  additional 
class  rooms  the  school  accommodations  were  still 
greatly  inadequate,  so  a  new  school  was  designed  to 
solve  the  problem  and  provide  a  permanent  and 
worthy  building  for  all  time.  Father  Ferris  is  ably 
assisted  in  his  work  here  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  F. 
Smith,  who  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  on  June 
14,  1924,  and  the  Rev.  Edward  Moncton,  who  was 
ordained  in  June,  1930. 

Father  Ferris  is  active  in  the  public  life  of  his 
community  and  in  the  work  of  several  societies  that 
have  been  formed  in  connection  with  his  parish;  he 
has  always  taken  a  special  interest  in  the  education 
of  the  young,  as  his  extensive  work  in  the  formation 
of  the  new  school  would  indicate.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

FRANK  W.  TOMPKINS — Three  generations  of 
merchants  in  one  family  infrequently  occurs  nowadays 
in  our  rapidly-moving  and  diverse-thinking  America. 
It  was  more  or  less  traditional  with  the  customs  of 
the  old  school  of  merchandising  in  this  country  and 
in  the  Old  World,  and  the  “Father  to  Son”  method 
in  any  enterprise  has  oft  proven  its  merits,  both  in 
theory  and  in  practice.  One  of  America’s  greatest 
stores,  John  Wanamaker  and  Company  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  is  a  worthy  example  of  this;  and 
in  other  fields  of  endeavor  we  shall  find  this  rule 
well  demonstrated.  On  Staten  Island  there  is  an 
evergrowing  institution,  that  of  the  Tompkins  De¬ 
partment  Store  of  West  New  Brighton,  which  had  to 
its  credit,  on  October  13,  1930,  a  background  of  ex¬ 
perience  just  a  half  century  and  three  years  in  length. 
Attached  to  its  history  are  the  names  of  Frank  W. 
Tompkins,  the  founder;  his  sons  and  daughter, 
namely:  F.  Laird  Tompkins,  now  executive  head  of 


the  store;  Livingstone  Tompkins,  and  Margaret  E. 
Tompkins,  vice-president  and  secretary,  respectively; 
and  Elmer  O.  Christian,  treasurer.  Beyond  these, 
there  was  Walker  Tompkins,  of  former  years,  grand¬ 
father  of  the  present  generation,  who  first  became  a 
dry  goods  merchant  in  this  county,  in  1866.  Mental 
inheritance,  therefore,  as  well  as  the  building  of  the 
material,  has  helped  make  possible  such  a  record. 

The  Tompkins  family  is  of  English  ancestry,  the 
progenitor,  in  America  having  been  John  Tompkins, 
Sr.,  born  in  England.  It  is  thought  that  he  voyaged 
from  his  native  land  to  Boston  in  the  Massachusetts 
Colony  about  1630,  and  lived  until  1640  in  Water- 
town,  Salem,  or  Plymouth.  In  the  latter  year  records 
definitely  place  him  as  a  member  of  the  Salem  settle¬ 
ment,  though  he  was  destined  to  remain  there  for 
only  a  few  years.  In  1644,  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  John  Jones,  he  was  numbered  among  a 
group  of  staunch  home-makers  who  journeyed  to 
Fairfield,  Connecticut.  The  records  of  the  town  fre¬ 
quently  mention  his  name,  as  undoubtedly  he  was  an 
inhabitant  of  considerable  influence  and  ability.  He 
married  and  had  two  sons:  John,  born  in  Concord, 
Massachusetts,  August  25,  1642,  and  Nathaniel.  John 
Tompkins,  Sr.’s  death  occurred  on  September  6,  1684, 
in  Eastchester,  now  in  Westchester  County,  New 
York,  whither  he  had  removed  from  Fairfield. 

John  Tompkins,  Jr.,  also  lived  in  Eastchester, 
though  the  length  of  his  residence  is  not  known. 
Supposition  has  it  that  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Eastchester,  but  in  subsequent  years  returned  to  Fair- 
field.  It  is  evident  that  the  Tompkins  family,  or 
rather,  families,  were  numerously  represented  in  the 
latter  town,  for  the  name  appears  frequently  in  town 
records  from  1644  to  1688.  John,  Jr.,  married  and 
was  the  father  of  three  sons  and  a  daughter:  Joseph; 
John  of  Eastchester;  Edmund  of  Scarsdale;  and 
Hannah.  His  passing  occurred  in  Eastchester,  in 
1688,  four  years  following  his  father’s  demise. 

Representing  the  third  generation  in  America,  John, 
second  son  of  John  Tompkins,  Jr.,  was  born  about 
1670.  He  married  and  his  children  were  six  in  num¬ 
ber:  John,  Nathaniel,  Thomas,  Mary,  Anne,  and 
Ruth. 

Thomas,  third  son  of  John  Tompkins,  3d,  was  born 
in  Eastchester  about  1700,  married  and  was  the  father 
of  the  following  children:  Noah,  Nathaniel,  Gilbert, 
Joseph,  Thomas,  and  Elizabeth.  Descendants  from 
these  children  are  represented  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  Nathaniel’s  later  descendants,  for  instance, 
being  located  principally  in  California. 

According  to  reference  in  the  family  Bible,  the 
grandfather  of  Frank  W.  Tompkins  of  Staten  Island 
was  Noah  Tompkins,  who  was  born  about  1800.  Thus 
it  would  seem,  because  of  the  re-occurrence  of  the 
name,  that  he,  like  Noah,  son  of  Thomas,  aforemen¬ 
tioned,  was  also  a  descendant  of  John  Tompkins,  the 
progenitor  in  America.  Records  from  1725,  the  esti¬ 
mated  time  of  birth  of  Noah,  son  of  Thomas,  to  1800 
are  not  available,  if  at  all  obtainable,  without  exten¬ 
sive  research. 

Walker  Tompkins,  son  of  Noah  and  father  of 
Frank  W.  Tompkins,  was  born  on  September  12, 
1829,  in  New  York  City.  He  came  to  Staten  Island 
in  1855  and  for  about  eleven  years  was  engaged  in 
various  business  activities.  In  1866  he  established  a 
clothing  store  on  Bay  Street,  Stapleton.  The  success 
of  this  small  venture  prompted  him  to  found  a  larger 
establishment  which  he  operated  during  his  lifetime, 
the  concern  now  being  known  as  the  Tompkins  De¬ 
partment  Store. 

Walter  Tompkins  married  Margaret  Christian,  bom 
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March  24,  1835,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three 
sons:  Theodore  O.,  born  in  1857;  Frank  W.,  men¬ 
tioned  later;  and  Walter,  Jr.,  born  February  29, 
1874,  died  December  1,  1879.  Walker  Tompkins’ 
death  occurred  November  10,  1903;  his  wife’s  on  Jan¬ 
uary  28,  1909,  both  being  buried  in  Silvermount 
Cemetery. 

Frank  W.  Tompkins  was  born  February  22,  i860, 
in  the  family  homestead  located  at  the  corner  of 
Canal  and  Bay  streets,  Stapleton.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  the  locality  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  his  father  in  Stapleton,  where 
the  foundation  for  a  life  of  mercantile  endeavor  was 
acquired  through  able  tutelage.  Virtually  no  stone 
was  left  unturned  by  him  in  his  effort  to  acquaint 
himself  with  a  knpwledge  of  the  business,  and  as  a 
consequence  his  father  soon  deemed  it  wise  for  him 
to  establish  a  shop  of  his  own.  The  elder  Tompkins 
promptly  provided  his  son  with  merchandise  to  the 
value  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  thus  was  the  new 
enterprise  endowed.  Though  but  seventeen  years  of 
age  at  the  time,  the  younger  Tompkins  began  his 
business  October  13,  1877,  in  a  small  store,  occupying 
a  space  with  a  twelve-foot  frontage  and  a  depth  of 
eighteen  feet.  His  place  of  business  was  at  147-49 
Richmond  Terrace  and  Tompkins  Place,  West  New 
Brighton.  Mention  of  his  business  in  the  Staten 
Island  Directory  of  1882  is  as  follows:  “Frank  W. 
Tompkins,  men’s,  youth’s  and  children’s  clothing  and 
gentlemen’s  furnishing  goods  of  latest  design  and 
styles.  No  old  stock.” 

The  outlook  for  success  in  this  enterprise  was 
rather  uninviting,  for  though  sales  on  the  opening 
day  amounted  to  exactly  $16.90,  the  days  following 
brought  few  customers.  Added  to  this  discourage¬ 
ment  came  further  ill  fortune,  for  barely  a  month 
after  the  beginning  of  the  young  man’s  venture,  the 
store  was  broken  into  and  rifled  of  the  larger  part  of 
its  stock.  Thereafter,  young  Tompkins  slept  in  his 
store  behind  the  counter,  for  burglar  alarms  were 
unknown  in  those  days  and  besides,  he  had  no  capital 
available  to  pay  for  a  night  watchman’s  services. 
Even  though  he  labored  hard  from  early  morn  to  late 
at  night  the  business  yielded  no  profit.  An  indication 
of  the  dire  depression  in  which  he  found  himself  is 
seen  in  his  statement  that  he  once  went  three  days 
without  haying  a  single  customer.  At  the  end  of  his 
first  year  his  books  showed  no  profit. 

But  business  sagacity,  renewed  activity,  and  hard 
work  prevailed  in  the  years  that  followed.  He  ad¬ 
vanced  slowly  at  first,  but  was  enabled  to  consolidate 
his  gains  and  take  advantage  of  all  opportunities. 
Hence,  as  time  went  on,  he  built  another  store  across 
the  street  from  the  original  site.  Still  later  other  ad¬ 
ditions  were  made  and  the  original  venture  thrived, 
being  no  longer  a  struggling  business,  but  a  well- 
equipped  clothing  store  and  haberdashery. 

After  years  of  experience  Mr.  Tompkins  conceived 
the  idea  of  instituting  a  large  department  store  on 
Staten  Island.  Friends  to  whom  he  confided  his  plans 
expressed  skepticism  as  to  the  advisability  of  em¬ 
barking  on  such  an  expensive  undertaking.  The  idea, 
however,  gained  weight  with  its  creator  and  in  1896 
he  purchased  the  old  Fountain  House;  he  tore  the 
house  down  and  on  this  same  site  erected  a  two-story 
building  in  which  was  established  the  Tompkins  De¬ 
partment  Store,  carrying  a  complete  line  of  mer¬ 
chandise. 

His  judgment  and  foresight  have  been  vindicated 
and  the  name,  Tompkins  Department  Store,  has  be¬ 
come  widely  known  on  Staten  Island.  In  1916  the 
business  was  incorporated  with  himself  as  president; 


Henry  A.  Jenkins,  now  deceased,  vice-president; 
Elmer  O.  Christian,  treasurer,  and  F.  Laird  Tomp¬ 
kins,  secretary.  Mr.  Tompkins  remained  in  the  capac¬ 
ity  of  president  until  1921  in  which  year  he  retired. 
By  November,  1925,  the  business  had  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  more  space  was  necessary  and 
the  sons,  F.  Laird  Tompkins  and  Livingston  Tomp¬ 
kins,  removed  the  business  to  their  newly  constructed 
building  on  Castleton  Avenue  where,  at  the  present 
day,  there  is  a  firmly-organized,  well-managed  institu¬ 
tion  of  which  this  community  may  well  be  proud.  Its 
present  officers,  as  aforementioned,  are  all  well  known, 
having  been  identified  with  the  enterprise  for  some 
years.  In  particular,  is  this  true  of  Elmer  O.  Chris¬ 
tian,  treasurer,  who  worked  side  by  side  with  the 
founder  for  more  than  forty  years. 

In  1927,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  business  was  celebrated,  Frank  W. 
Tompkins,  together  with  the  officers  of  the  store  and 
all  who  cooperated  in  its  general  development,  re¬ 
ceiving  felicitations  from  representative  business  men, 
friends,  and  well-wishers  throughout  the  borough  of 
Richmond. 

Aside  from  his  immediate  business  interest,  which  in 
itself  is  a  manifestation  of  civic  concern,  Mr.  Tomp¬ 
kins  has  been  active  in  several  organizations.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Staten  Island  National 
Bank  and  Trust  Company,  and  is  now  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  institution.  He  is 
treasurer  of  the  Richmond  County  Savings  Bank,  a 
director  of  the  Richmond  County  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  and  a  member  of  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Asso¬ 
ciation,  having  been  long  connected  with  Carteret 
'Hose  Company,  No.  2.  Fraternally,  he  holds  mem¬ 
bership  in  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons. 

Mr.  Tompkins  was  married  on  April  28,  1886,  in 
Brooklyn,  to  Blanche  Laird,  daughter  of  Moses 
Mount  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Conklin)  Laird,  the 
former  a  native  of  Freehold,  New  Jersey,  the  latter 
of  New  York  City.  Both  are  now  deceased.  Mrs. 
Tompkins  is  one  of  four  children:  Eugene  B.,  a  phy¬ 
sician,  now  deceased;  William  W.,  deceased;  and 
Frank  S.,  engaged  in  the  printing  business  in  New 
York.  Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Tompkins  has  been 
active  in  organizational  work  on  Staten  Island  and 
is  a  member  of  Staten  Island  Chapter,  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the 
Port  Richmond  Day  Nursery. 

Frank  W.  and  Blanche  (Laird)  Tompkins  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  F.  Laird,  of 
whom  further;  Margaret  E.,  who  resides  at  home, 
and  is  an  officer  in  the  Tompkins  Department  Store; 
and  Livingston,  also  mentioned  later. 

The  birth  of  F.  Laird  Tompkins  occurred  May 
15,  1891,  at  West  New  Brighton.  He  received  his 
educational  training  in  Westerleigh  Collegiate  Insti¬ 
tute  and  Curtis  High  School  and  then  pursued  a 
thorough  course  in  business  administration  at  Pack¬ 
ard  Business  College  in  Manhattan,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1910.  In  November  of  that  year  he 
entered  the  business  managed  by  his  father  and  has 
since  remained  there.  At  the  time  of  the  establish¬ 
ment’s  incorporation,  in  1916,  he  was  named  vice- 
president,  and  held  this  office  up  to  1921,  when  he  was 
elected  president  and  has  since  held  this  post.  In  his 
official  capacity  Mr.  Tompkins  has  been  instrumental 
in  the  creation  of  several  new  departments  within  this 
store  and  has  installed  various  types  of  conveniences 
all  of  which  have  tended  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
businesses  a  useful  mercantile  center  for  the  people 
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of  this  borough.  Among  these  new  divisions  might 
be  mentioned  a  unique  gift  shop;  the  ladies’  shoe  de¬ 
partment;  sports  and  outdoor  apparel  and  a  well- 
appointed  basement  with  a  full  line  of  household 
necessities  and  other  articles. 

Apart  from  his  business  interests,  Mr.  Tompkins  is 
director  of  the  Staten  Island  Building  Loan  and 
Savings  Association,  and  secretary  of  the  Frank  W. 
Tompkins  Realty  Corporation.  He  also  holds  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  is  frater¬ 
nally  identified  with  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  with 
various  Masonic  bodies  including:  Richmond  Lodge, 
No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter, 
No.  219,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Empire  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar;  and  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  The 
Staten  Island  Rotary  Club  numbers  him  among  their 
charter  members,  and  he  was  one  of  the  six  organ¬ 
izers  of  this  unit. 

Mr.  Tompkins  married  (first),  in  June,  1916,  May 
Hughes  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  now  deceased.  On 
June  5,  1922,  at  West  New  Brighton,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Shirley  S.  Wood,  daughter  of  William 
W.  and  Caroline  (Eldridge)  Wood,  of  Sydney,  Aus¬ 
tralia.  They  have  two  sons  and  one  daughter:  Robert 
L.,  born  July  15,  1923,  attending  Arden  School; 
Warren  R.,  born  December  21,  1926;  and  Barbara 
J.,  born  September  22,  1928.  The  family  residence  is 
at  No.  2  Colonial  Court,  West  New  Brighton. 

Livingston  Tompkins*  youngest  son  of  Frank  W., 
and  Blanche  (Laird)  Tompkins,  was  born  in  West 
New  Brighton,  December  14,  1892.  After  an  early 
education  obtained  at  Public  School,  No.  30,  and 
Westerleigh  Collegiate  Institute,  he  attended  Packard 
Business  College,  where  an  academic  and  business 
training  were  acquired.  In  1912  he  entered  his  father’s 
store  and  remained  there  until  he  was  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  World  War  in  the  early  part  of  1918. 
For  twelve  months,  beginning  July  30,  1918,  he  was 
overseas,  being  stationed  for  the  greater  part  of  this 
time  in  the  Quartermasters  Department  at  Bordeaux, 
France.  Returning  to  Staten  Island  he  again  joined 
his  father  and  brother,  and  in  1923  was  appointed 
secretary,  later  being  made  vice-president  of  the 
corporation,  an  office  he  now  holds. 

Fraternally,  Livingston  Tompkins,  like  his  brother, 
holds  membership  in  the  various  units  of  the  Masonic 
Order.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  local  lodge  of 
Elks,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  besides  being  treasurer  in  the  Frank  W. 
Tompkins  Realty  Corporation. 

His  wife,  Mary  Alice  (Phillips)  Tompkins,  whom 
he  married  on  June  10,  1920,  is  a  native  of  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Virginia,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  H.  and  Fan¬ 
nie  (Utley)  Phillips.  They  reside  at  No.  26  Arden 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton,  with  their  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Frank  L.,  born  March  16,  1921;  Ruth  Phillips, 
born  January  27,  1924;  and  Phyllis  A.,  born  August 
30,  1927.  Frank  L.  is  a  student  at  Arden  School,  and 
Ruth  Phillips,  at  Willard  Mundolf  School  on  Davis 
Avenue. 


ELMER  O.  CHRISTIAN— On  Staten  Island 
there  stands  today  an  institution  founded  in  1877  an(I 
which  from  that  time  to  the  present  has  experienced 
a  sure  and  certain  development.  This  institution, 
Tompkins  Department  Store,  which  is  now  situated 
on  Castleton  Avenue,  and  Taylor  Street,  has  been 
particularly  fortunate  in  having  men  of  executive 
ability  and  managerial  foresight  at  its  helm.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  Mr.  Frank  Tompkins  who  labored  long 


and  steadfastly  for  the  success  of  this  enterprise,  one 
comes  upon  Elmer  O.  Christian,  a  competent  and 
thorough  executive  who  is  now  treasurer  and  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  firm  and  a  well-known  citizen  of  the 
Island. 

Mr.  Christian  was  born  in  New  York,  January 
12,  1867,  a  son  of  George  O.  and  Josephine  (Goll) 
Christian,  who  were  both  long  residents  of  the  city. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  a  native  of  Germany,  had 
lived  in  the  western  part  of  the  country  during  his 
earlier  days  but  had  journeyed  eastward  and  had 
subsequently  settled  in  New  York  about  1830.  George 
O.  Christian,  who  died  in  1921  on  Staten  Island,  was 
one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  including  two 
sisters  and  four  brothers. 

As  a  youth  Elmer  O.  Christian  attended  the  public 
schools  of  New  York.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  left 
school  and  for  a  number  of  years  held  successive 
positions  in  several  of  the  large  commercial  enter¬ 
prises  in  the  Metropolitan  district  and  for  a  time  was 
employed  with  the  well-known  clothing  firm  of 
Hackett,  Cathcart  &  Company,  manufacturers  and 
wholesalers. 

At  that  time,  Frank  W.  Tompkins  was  engaged  in 
the  merchandising  business  on  Shore  Road  (now 
Richmond  Terrace)  and  the  business  that  he  con¬ 
ducted  was  far  from  the  flourishing  department  store 
of  today.  It  was,  however,  a  growing  concern  that 
had  succeeded  in  placing  the  lean  years  of  its  exist¬ 
ence  well  in  the  background  and  its  possibilities  as  a 
merchandising  establishment  were  being  developed 
more  rapidly  on  its  already  sound  foundation  through 
the  efforts  of  its  owner. 

In  1886,  Mr.  Christian  came  to  Staten  Island  and 
almost  immediately  became  associated  with  Mr. 
Tompkins.  Realizing  the  splendid  opportunity  ahead 
of  him,  the  young  man  set  about  to  gain  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business,  and  his  inherent  liking  for 
his  duties  coupled  with  hard  work  and  persistent 
methods  soon  placed  him  high  in  the  estimation  of 

his  employer.  . 

In  1898  Mr.  Tompkins,  who  had  become  a  business 
man  of  standing  and  repute  on  the  Island,  conceived 
the  idea  of  a  department  store,  a  truly  novel  plan  for 
this  locality  which  was  at  that  time  almost  isolated 
because  of  its  inadequate  ferry  service.  Discourage¬ 
ment  was  brought  to  bear  on  him  by  his  many  friends 
who  could  scarcely  conceive  the  ultimate  success  of 
an  undertaking  that  would  involve  the  expense  and 
burden  needed  to  establish  a  business  at  that  time. 
But  they  did  not  cope  with  the  seemingly  inexhausti¬ 
ble  energy  of  the  owner  and  the  able  men  who  were 
in  his  employ.  The  undertaking  came  to  be  simply 
not  a  moderate  success  but  was  a  great  and  lasting 
one  as  the  amount  of  business  it  handles  today  proves. 

Much  of  the  praise  for  the  success  of  this  venture 
can  be  bestowed  upon  the  employees  who  worked 
earnestly  and  faithfully,  and  thus  in  1923  when  the 
business  was  incorporated  as  the  Tompkins  Depart¬ 
ment  Store,  Mr.  Christian  became  treasurer  and  di¬ 
rector  of  the  establishment,  a  position  that  he  holds 

today.  . 

Mr.  Christian  is  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  His  religious  affilia¬ 
tion  and  that  of  his  family  is  with  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension.  He  was  a  vestryman  of  the  church  for 
over  ten  years,  and  also  served  for  several  years  as 
treasurer.  His  fondness  for  reading  is.  one  of  his 
greatest  avocations  and  he  has  a  liking  in  particular 
for  stories  of  exploration. 

Mr.  Christian  was  married  on  October  10,  1900,  to 
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Hertha  Hollinde,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Eve 
(Kline)  Hollinde,  of  Fort  Wadsworth,  and  to  this 
union  four  children  have  been  born:  i.  Elmer  Oakley, 
the  eldest,  attended  public  school  and  Curtis  High 
School  and  is  how  associated  with  the  Gulf  Refining 
Company  on  Staten  Island.  2.  Kenneth  Gordon,  after 
a  similar  educational  training,  is  now  employed  in  the 
West  Brighton  Bank.  3.  Albert  Lother,  who  is  also 
a  graduate  of  Curtis  High  School,  is  now  with  the 
brokerage  firm  of  Blake  Brothers  in  New  York.  4. 
Muriel  Hertha,  who  lives  at  home  with  her  parents. 
The  place  of  residence  of  the  Christian  family  is 
situated  at  No.  1040  Forest  Avenue,  West  New 
Brighton. 


DOUGLAS  H.  EADIE,  who  is  of  the  third  gen¬ 
eration  of  a  family  prominently  identified  with  various 
phases  of  community  life,  served  his  country  over¬ 
seas  during  the  World  War.  Upon  his  return  from 
France  he  continued  his  studies  and  work  in  his 
chosen  field  and  now  practices  X-ray  and  physio¬ 
therapy  in  association  with  a  number  of  prominent 
Staten  Island  physicians. 

The  Eadie  family,  which  is  of  Scotch  descent  and 
represented  on  Staten  Island  for  the  past  century, 
has  come  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost 
families  allied  with  the  professional,  civic,  and  social 
progress  of  the  community.  The  grandfather  of 
Douglas  H.  Eadie  was  the  well-known  Dr.  William 
H.  Eadie,  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  of  Scotch  parent¬ 
age.  He  came  to  America,  settled  on  Staten  Island 
and  here  built  up  a  substantial  practice.  Mention 
of  his  name  appears  from  time  to  time  in  local 
writings,  indicating  that  he  was  both  a  public-spirited 
citizen  and  one  respected  for  his  accomplishments 
within  the  field  of  medicine.  At  one  time  during  the 
Civil  War  there  was  talk  of  a  selective  draft  which, 
if  enforced,  would  necessitate  the  drawing  of  a  large 
body  of  able-bodied  men  to  reinforce  the  soldiers  at 
the  front.  “When  the  day  was  appointed  for  the 
drawing  to  take  place,”  relates  a  local  history,  “Judge 
Henry  B.  Metcalfe  was  appointed  to  superintend  it, 
while  Dr.  William  Eadie  of  Port  Richmond  was 
named  examining  surgeon.  The  officials  sat  daily  at 
the  surrogate’s  office  in  Richmond  from  October  22, 
until  the  day  before  the  draft  was  to  take  place  in 
order  to  hear  exemption  claims  of  persons  liable  to 
military  duty.”  The  draft,  however,  did  not  take 
place  but  the  service  that  Dr.  Eadie  and  his  asso¬ 
ciates  rendered  was  none  the  less  significant. 

Dr.  Eadie  married  in  Manhattan,  May  27,  1840, 
Eliza  D.  Rudderow,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  seven  sons,  as  follows:  1.  John  Humphrey,  bom 
April  9,  1841.  2.  William  Rudderow,  born  January 
24,  1843.  3-  James  Delafield,  born  July  15,  1844. 
4.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  born  January  6,  1846, 
who  for  many  years  was  a  Custom  House  broker  and 
resided  on  Richmond  Turnpike  (now  Victory  Boule¬ 
vard).  5.  Henry  Clay,  father  of  Douglas  H.  Eadie, 
was  born  December  26,  1847.  6.  George  Brownlee, 
born  March  4,  1849.  7.  Edward  Montieth,  was  born 
March  4,  1851;  he  received  his  law  degree  at  New 
York  University  and  was  engaged  at  one  time  in 
the  insurance  business;  he  afterward  became  a  school 
teacher  by  profession. 

Henry  Clay  Eadie  received  his  education  in  the 
local  schools  and  New  York  University,  after  which 
he  took  up  the  occupation  of  pharmacy,  becoming 
prominent  in  this  calling  in  Travisville  and  Port 
Richmond.  In  the  Directory  of  1882  he  is  listed  as 
the  proprietor  of  a  drug  store  in  the  latter  village. 
For  several  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace, 


and  was  an  exemplary  citizen  who  possessed  many 
warm  friends. 

His  marriage  took  place  in  1895,  at  Paterson,  New 
Jersey,  to  Margaret  Plarrington,  daughter  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  Harrington.  James  Harrington,  who 
was  a  miller  by  occupation  had  come  from  Ireland. 
Henry  C.  and  Margaret  (Harrington)  Eadie  were 
the  parents  of  Douglas  H.,  their  only  child.  The 
death  of  the  elder  Eadie  occurred  in  1913,  his  wife 
surviving  him  at  the  present  time  (1930). 

Douglas  H.  Eadie,  who  was  born  September  21, 
1895,  in  Linoleumville,  attended  the  schools  in  that 
district  and  later  became  a  student  at  Curtis  High 
School.  He  also  attended  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  In¬ 
stitute. 

In  1917  came  the  entrance  of  the  United  States 
into  the  World  War,  bringing  with  it  opportunity  to 
serve  overseas.  Mr.  Eadie,  then  but  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  enlisted  for  military  duty  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  went  to  the  army  cantonment 
at  Fort  Slocum  to  prepare  for  active  service,  and 
after  remaining  a  short  time  was  dispatched  to  Fort 
Ethan  Allen.  He  stayed  there  for  an  equally  brief  pe¬ 
riod  following  which  he  served  at  General  Hospital 
No.  1,  in  New  York,  and  later  at  the  General  Hospital 
in  Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  his  entire  military  train¬ 
ing  in  this  country  having  lasted  for  but  one  year’s 
time.  Then  came  the  voyage  overseas  on  the  trans¬ 
port  “Leviathan”  and  the  beginning  of  army  experi¬ 
ences  in  France  which  were  to  bring  credit  to  him  as 
a  soldier  and  to  bear  him  the  valued  friendship  of 
Leonard  H.  Nason,  soldier  and  author. 

Having  risen  to  the  post  of  Sergeant  1st  Class, 
and  by  virtue  of  his  medical  knowledge,  Sergeant 
Eadie  had  become  attached  to  Base  68  as  an  anaes¬ 
thetist.  Here  he  worked  night  and  day  among  the 
wounded  and  the  dying  and  in  this  capacity  met 
Sergeant  Nason,  who  was  brought  to  the  hospital 
seriously  wounded.  It  was  in  this  hospital  that  the 
latter  conceived  the  idea  of  writing  his  war  experi¬ 
ences,  actually  depicting  Sergeant  Eadie  as  the  hero 
of  these  exploits,  though  in  a  larger  sense  both  he 
and  Sergeant  Eadie  underwent  the  fortunes  of  war 
related  in  his  stories. 

The  two  stories  written  by  Sergeant  Nason  were 
called  “Chevrons”  and  “Sergeant  Eadie.”  They  re¬ 
flected  in  a  striking  yet  delightfully  humorous  man¬ 
ner  the  work  being  carried  on  at  the  army  hos¬ 
pital,  the  experiences  of  a  soldier,  almost  more 
dead  than  alive,  together  with  a  picture  of  the  daily 
routine  at  the  base,  fraught  with  nerve-racking 
noise,  cramped  conditions,  hurried  but  none  the  less 
skillful  surgical  work,  substantial  and  less  substantial 
meals,  and  withal,  accounts  of  a  personal  character 
that  were  of  lively  interest.  Both  “Chevrons”  and 
“Sergeant  Eadie”  were  received  cordially  by  the 
American  public-at-large,  being  classed  with  the  best 
of  literary  material  arising  from  the  greatest  war  in 
history. 

Following  his  discharge  from  the  service,  Douglas 
H.  Eadie  continued  his  work  in  X-ray  for  six  years 
as  director  of  laboratories  in  the  Staten  Island  Hos¬ 
pital.  Though  not  bearing  the  title  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  he  is  associated  with  Dr.  Halbert  and 
several  other  prominent  physicians  at  their  office  and 
clinic,  No.  107  Central  Avenue,  Tompkinsville. 

Having  been  a  native  of  Staten  Island  and  a  resi- 
dent.  here  for  the  larger  part  of  his  lifetime,  Mr. 
Eadie  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  affairs  of  a  patri¬ 
otic,  fraternal,  and  civic  nature  throughout  the  bor¬ 
ough.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Staten  Island  Kiwanis 
Club,  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  47,  of  the  Masonic 
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Order,  and  with  Ousatonic  Lodge,  No.  6,  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  It  was  in  Connect¬ 
icut,  where  his  enlistment  for  duty  took  place,  that  he 
came  to  join  Derby  Post  of  the  American  Legion  as 
a  charter  member,  and  became  active  in  its  member¬ 
ship.  He  is  fond  of  gardening,  and  his  principal  rec¬ 
reation  is  golf. 

Mr.  Eadie  married  Eloise  G.  Clark,  of  Seymour, 
Connecticut,  daughter  of  Myron  D.  and  Anna  L. 
Butler  Clark,  and  a  native  of  that  town.  She  is  a 
member  of  Sarah  Ludlow  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  her  ancestors  on  both  sides  hav¬ 
ing  fought  in  that  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eadie  have 
two  children:  Jean  Eloise,  and  Virginia  Clark.  Their 
home  is  at  No.  32  Marion  Avenue,  Stapleton. 


D.  AGNEW  JOLINE — Having  been  active  in  the 
industrial  life  of  Staten  Island  for  nearly  fifty  years, 
D.  Agnew  (David  Agnew)  Joline,  of  Tottenville,  now 
retired,  has  watched  the  progress  of  his  community 
from  the  position  of  a  little  village  to  its  present 
important  place  in  the  metropolitan  district  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Joline  spent  his  entire  career  in  the 
oyster  and  fishing  industry,  and  was  for  many  years 
a  leader  in  this  field  of  business  which  has  added 
so  much  to  the  commercial  success  of  the  island.  He  is 
a  descendant  of  the  earlier  settlers  of  America  on 
both  his  paternal  and  maternal  sides,  his  ancestors 
having  been  pioneers  on  Staten  Island  in  Colonial 
days,  and  their  descendants  have  ever  since  exer¬ 
cised  a  wide  influence  and  prominent  part  in  the 
upbuilding  of  this  district.  Mr.  Joline  has  not  only 
continued  to  follow  the  splendid  established  traditions 
of  his  progenitors  but  has  added  luster  to  his  family 
name  by  his  deep  interest  and  valuable  accomplish¬ 
ments  in  civic  matters. 

Mr.  Joline  was  born  on  Main  Street,  Tottenville, 
August  21,  1855,  son  of  David  and  Ellen  D.  (Laforge) 
Joline,  both  of  whom  were  native-born  residents  of 
Staten  Island,  and  members  of  the  oldest  families. 
His  grandparents  were  Benjamin  and  Betsy  (Manee) 
Joline.  David  Joline,  Sr.,  was  also  engaged  in  the 
oyster  and  fishing  business  all  his  life.  Both  he  and 
his  wife,  who  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  were 
extremely  active  in  their  church,  and  highly  respected 
members  of  their  community. 

D.  Agnew  Joline  was  educated  in  the  local  school 
and  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  fishing 
industry  in  association  with  his  father,  continuing 
with  the  latter  until  his  death,  and  after  that  main¬ 
taining  and  directing  the  business  himself  until  his 
retirement  from  active  duties  in  1920.  In  the  affairs 
of  his  community,  Mr.  Joline  has  never  ceased  his 
interest,  being  a  member  of  the  Veteran  Firemen’s 
Association,  the  Aquehonga  Athletic  Club,  and  many 
other  social  organizations.  His  religious  adherence  is 
given  to  St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
where  he  has  been  a  trustee  about  thirty  years. 

Mr.  Joline  married,  on  December  10,  1874,  Leonora 
A.  Wortz,  of  New  York  City,  and  to  this  union  have 
been  born  two  children:  Fannie  W.,  who  married 
John  E.  Dowd;  and  Edna  N.,  who  married  Percival 
G.  Ullman,  Jr.,  and  has  one  child.  Mrs.  Joline  is 
personally  interested  in  everything  concerning 
women’s  activities  in  the  town,  being  a  member  of 
the  Ladies’s  Aid  Society,  and  various  charitable  and 
social  organizations. 

FREDERIC  W.  LAHR — A  Staten  Island  resi¬ 
dent  of  nearly  two  decades,  Frederic  W._  Lahr  is 
engaged  in  legal  practice  in  this  borough,  with  offices 
at  No.  36  Richmond  Terrace,  St.  George.  Having 
specialized  in  the  application  of  corporation  law,  he 


deals  particularly  with  cases  coming  to  the  attention 
of  the  United  States  District  Court.  Aside  from  his 
professional  duties  he  is  well  known  and  highly  re¬ 
garded  for  his  civic,  church,  and  club  activities  within 
the  community. 

The  name  Lahr  has  been  represented  in  America 
about  a  half  century.  Frederic  Lahr,  father  of  Fred 
W.  Lahr,  is  a  native  of  Palatinate,  Germany,  a  dis¬ 
trict  which  was  historically  known  for  hundreds  of 
years  as  a  veritable  battleground  between  France  and 
Germany.  After  receiving  an  ample  education,  the 
elder  Lahr  voyaged  to  America  about  1880  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  New  York  City  where  he  found  employment. 
Soon  after,  however,  he  and  his  wife,  Eva  Eberhardt, 
also  a  native  of  Palatinate,  removed  to  Elmhurst, 
Long  Island,  where  they  still  reside.  For  many  years 
until  his  recent  retirement  he  was  was  engaged  as  a 
merchant  in  Elmhurst.  To  Frederic  and  Eva  (Eber¬ 
hardt)  Lahr  five  children  were  born,  as  follows: 
Frederic  W.,  whose  review  is  chiefly  referred  to 
herein;  Charles  L.,  resides  in  Denver,  Colorado; 
Albert  L.,  of  Flushing,  Long  Island;  Carolyn  L.,  of 
Elmhurst,  Long  Island;  and  Katharine,  now  Mrs. 
Arthur  Premm,  of  Bayshore,  Long  Island. 

Frederic  W.  Lahr  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
April  8,  1886.  Following  his  education  at  public 
school  and  Mount  Hermon  School,  Mount  Hermon, 
Massachusetts,  he  matriculated  at  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity,  receiving  in  1911  and  1912  the  degrees  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  and  Master  of  Laws,  respectively. 
Being  thus  well  prepared  for  a  legal  career,  upon  his 
admission  to  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York,  he 
began  an  association  with  Ellis  L.  Aldrich,  a  leading 
attorney  of  Manhattan,  and  maintained  this  connec¬ 
tion  for  three  and  a  half  years.  Under  Mr.  Aldrich’s 
tutelage,  and  also  through  the  medium  of  undertak¬ 
ing  cases  in  civil  court,  the  young  man  was  enabled 
to  acquire  a  firm  knowledge  of  corporation  law  and 
its  application.  For  some  time  he  followed  general 
court  practice  and  then  engaged  independently  in 
legal  work,  opening  New  York  offices  at  No.  150 
Nassau  Street,  and  later  removing  to  No.  299  Broad¬ 
way.  He  remained  there  until  his  appointment  to  the 
office  of  United  States  Attorney  in  the  fall  of  1923. 
This  responsible  and  honored  post  occupied  his  time 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  until  the  spring  of  1925.  Mr. 
Lahr  then  opened  his  office  on  Staten  Island  at  its 
present  location,  and  has  since  succeeded  in  develop¬ 
ing  and  maintaining  a  large  practice.  This  has  been 
in  the  nature  of  a  distinct  accomplishment  for  a  young 
lawyer  during  a  few  years’  time,  and  has  been  earned 
chiefly  by  his  thorough  knowledge  of  law  and  civil 
litigation.  The  Richmond  County  Bar  Association,  in 
which  he  is  a  director,  elected  him  as  secretary,  a 
post  he  now  holds.  During  the  World  War  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Legal  Advisory  Committee  on  Staten 
Island,  and  served  as  a  “Four-Minute”  man  in  the 
Liberty  Loan  drive. 

•  Mr.  Lahr  is  identified  in  fraternal  affairs  within 
the  Masonic  Order;  is  a  member  of  the  Tall  Cedars 
of  Lebanon,  and  is  active  in  the  Junior  Order  of 
United  American  Mechanics,  and  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  president  of  the 
Staten  Island  Lions  Club;  trustee  of  the  Richmond 
Memorial  Hospital,  and  a  director  of  the  Mayflower 
Country  Club.  Civic  and  charitable  movements,  espe¬ 
cially  on  Staten  Island,  have  claimed  a  fair  portion  of 
his  time  and  attention  and  in  their  support  he  has 
been  generous.  The  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  numbers  him  within  its  membership  and  he 
was  the  first  president  of  the  Castleton  Community 
Council.  In  religious  affairs,  Mr.  Lahr  has  long  been 
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identified  with  the  United  Brethren  Church  (Mo¬ 
ravian)  on  Staten  Island  and  is  chairman  of  the 
Central  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  collegiate  church. 
In  addition,  he  has  devoted  himself  energetically  to 
service  on  various  church  committees,  particular 
among  them  being  the  Codification  Committee, 
wherein  he  labored  long  and  earnestly.  Being  fond  of 
history,  he  is  an  avid  reader  of  treatises  bearing  on 
this  subject  and  is  interested  in  gaining  knowledge  of 
historic  places  in  this  vicinity. 

Frederic  W.  Lahr  married  on  September  13,  1913, 
in  New  York  City,  Josephine  Hortense  Heyl,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  and  Katherine  (App)  Heyl,  both  of 
New  York  City,  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Lahr  is  a 
niece  of  George  App,  a  resident  of  the  Bronx,  who  in 
years  past  served  with  General  Nelson  A.  Miles  on 
the  western  plains  in  Indian  engagements.  In  those 
days  the  westward  progress  of  civilization  and  its 
maintenance  lay  largely  in  the  hands  of  men  of  this 
character. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lahr  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Frederic  C.,  a  student  at  Curtis  High  School, 
and  Josephine,  who  is  an  attendant  at  public  school. 

Frederic  C.  Lahr  was  one  of  the  three  youngest 
pupils  in  the  graduating  class  at  public  school  and 
received  the  highest  averages  in  the  intelligence  tests 
given  at  Curtis  High  School.  He  is  identified  with 
the  Staten  Island  Boy  Scout  Organization,  Troop  3 7, 
and  is  the  only  boy  in  this  troop  who  has  received 
the  coveted  merit  badge  for  life-saving,  having  per¬ 
formed  this  act  in  the  summer  of  1927.  He  has  shown 
distinctive  ability  in  the  acquiring  of  other  scout 
awards  and  thus  holds  the  rank  of  Eagle  Scout  with 
gold,  silver  and  bronze  palms.  He  was  Assistant 
Water  Front  Director  at  Camp  Aquehonga,  the 
Staten  Island  Boy  Scout  Camp,  during  the  summer 
of  1930,  and  plans  to  go  to  college  in  1931.  At 
present  he  is  president  of  the  Curtis  High  School 
Swimming  Club  and  captain  of  its  swimming  team. 

Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Frederic  W.  Lahr  is  promi¬ 
nent  in  civic,  philanthropic  and  social  affairs  on  Staten 
Island,  being  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Woman’s 
Club,  the  Needle  Guild,  the  King’s  Daughters,  and 
other  societies.  Both  she  and  her  husband  are  affili¬ 
ated  politically  with  the  Republican  party  in  Rich¬ 
mond  County  and  Mrs.  Lahr  is  identified  with  the 
Women’s  Republican  Club  of  Staten  Island.  The 
family  residence  is  located  at  No.  1594  Victory 
Boulevard,  West  New  Brighton. 


CHARLES  A.  WINANT — The  representative  of 
one  of  Staten  Island’s  pioneer  families,  Charles  A. 
Winant  is  a  life-long  resident  of  Kreischerville.  For 
the  larger  portion  of  his  lifetime  Mr.  Winant  has 
been  associated  in  important  capacities  with  the 
Kreischer  Brick  Company  and  has  been  active  in 
civic  affairs  in  his  community. 

The  first  member  of  the  Winant  family  to  settle 
in  America  was  Wynant  Pieterse,  born  in  1632,  who 
emigrated  from  Betuwe,  Guelderland,  Holland,  about 
1655-60.  He  located  in  Brueuckelin  (Brooklyn),  mar¬ 
ried  on  December  4,  1661,  Annelsen  Aukes  (now  Van 
Nyse),  and  had  the  following  children:  Pieter  Win- 
antse,  born  in  1653-54;  Ariantje;  and  Altje.  Pieter 
W.,  the  first-named  child,  lived  for  a  time  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  but  eventually  became  the  first  Winant  to  settle 
on  Staten  Island.  His  wife  was  Anna  Marie  Van 
Nyse  and  they  lived  in  Rossville,  where  his  death 
occurred  on  August  6,  1758,  at  the  age  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  four  years.  Thus  he  gave  rise,  through 
his  children,  to  a  long  line  of  Winants  on  Staten 
Island,  the  family  being  particularly  well  represented 


along  the  South  Shore.  During  the  ensuing  years  its 
members  were  united  by  marriage  to  representatives 
of  other  local  families,  including  the  Cortelyou, 
Wood,  Woglom,  DeNyse,  Cole,  Cropsey,  Corson, 
Crocheron,  Androvette  and  Hillyers. 

Peter  Winant  the  grandfather  of  Charles  A. 
Winant,  was  an  oyster  fisherman,  farmer,  and  the 
owner  of  property  in  his  native  town  of  Rossville. 
He  married  and  became  the  father  of  William  W., 
born  in  Rossville  in  1831,  and  educated  in  the  local 
district  schools.  William  W.  Winant  later  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Kreischer  Brick  Company  and  con¬ 
tinued  this  association  for  thirty-one  years.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Rebecca  Vanburin  Androvette,  born  August  11, 
1833,  daughter  of  Charles  Androvette. 

The  Androvette  family  is  also  numbered  among 
Staten  Island’s  oldest,  having  been  first  represented 
here  by  Jean  (or  John)  Androvette,  who  purchased 
land  from  Tunis  Egbert  on  January  27,  1699.  Jean 
was  the  son  of  Jean  Androvette,  a  native  of  Merindal, 
of  Provence,  France,  and  Antoinette  Buffie,  his  wife. 

Charles  Androvette,  grandfather  of  Rebecca  V. 
(Androvette)  Winant,  was  a  resident  of  Westfield, 
where  he  was  a  farmer  and  the  owner  of  consider¬ 
able  property.  His  son,  Charles,  was  born  at  the 
family  homestead  in  1806,  received  his  education  in 
the  village  schools  and  entered  upon  a  seafaring  life, 
engaging  in  the  coastal  trade.  Subsequently,  however, 
he  became  occupied  in  oyster  planting  in  the  waters 
about  Staten  Island,  an  occupation  that  proved  profit¬ 
able  over  a  period  of  forty  years.  He  married  Susan¬ 
nah  Manee,  born  in  1811,  a  daughter  of  William 
Manee,  also  of  pioneer  stock.  To  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  1.  Rebecca  V.,  who  as  afore¬ 
mentioned  married  William  W.  Winant.  2.  Cornelius 
Cole.  3.  James  A.,  who  married  Christina  Ward.  4- 
Serena,  who  became  Mrs.  Shriner  Smith,  of  Totten- 
ville.  5.  Hetty  Ann,  who  became  the  wife  of  John 
Marshall.  6.  Frances,  who  married  Robert  Simon¬ 
son.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  on  August 
4,  1883,  thus  preceding  her  husband,  whose  death 
occurred  on  May  15,  1887.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Woodrow  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  are 
buried  in  Woodrow  Cemetery. 

William  W.  and  Rebecca  V.  (Androvette)  Winant 
were  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Lucinda,  now 
deceased,  married  William  Killmeyer,  and  had  two 
children,  Henry,  of  Stapleton,  and  Katie.  The  latter 
married  William  Griffith  and  resides  at  No.  1,  Bay- 
view  Avenue,  Tompkinsville.  2.  Emma,  became  the 
wife  of  John  M.  Worth  and  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Clarence,  now  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Alice, 
now  Mrs.  Walter  Ellwell,  of  Hempstead,  Long  Is¬ 
land;  and  Ruth,  the  wife  of  Roy  Gelston,  of  Glenhead, 
Long  Island.  3.  Herbert,  married  Emma  Vivian,  and 
they  have  a  son,  Harry.  4.  Charles  A.,  of  this  rec¬ 
ord,  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Charles  A.  Winant  was  born  in  Kreischerville, 
February  29,  1864,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  this  vicinity.  After  completing  his  studies  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Kreischer  Brick  Com¬ 
pany  as  a  carpenter,  thus  beginning  an  association 
that  was  maintained  for  nearly  a  half  century.  In 
the  early  part  of  his  career  he  exhibited  the  splen¬ 
did  qualities  which  have  so  distinguished  his  life  and 
was  promoted  steadily  and  consistently,  being  chosen 
for  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  entire  plant, 
a  post  in  which  he  has  remained  for  the  past  twenty- 
seven  years.  The  concern  enjoyed  an  enviable  rec¬ 
ord  in  the  brick  industry.  Mr.  Winant  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  civic  affairs,  and  is  active  in  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  having  served  as  general  committeeman 
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for  the  past  thirty-two  years.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the 
Veteran  Firemen’s  Association. 

Charles  A.  Winant  married,  (first)  Flora  V.  Hill- 
yer,  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Cassie  (Taylor)  Hill- 
yer,  both  of  old  Staten  Island  families.  To  this  union 
three  sons  were  born:  I.  William,  who  married  Mabel 
Meyer,  and  resides  at  Tottenville;  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics, 
and  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  2.  Herbert, 
married  (first)  Elisha  Parrott,  who  is  now  deceased; 
has  one  child,  Ida  M. ;  he  married  (second)  Edith 
Clark,  and  they  reside  at  Kreischerville.  3.  Alonzo, 
who  is  unmarried,  resides  with  his  father;  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Junior  Order  United  American 
Mechanics,  and  was  a  sailor  in  the  United  States 
Navy  during  the  World  War.  The  elder  Winant 
married  (second)  Ida  M.  Wiedenhaupt,  of  Jersey 
City  and  later  Perth  Amboy,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Sophie  (Keiss)  Wiedenhaupt,  both  of  whom 
were  members  of  notable  old  German  families. 
They  have  one  son,  Charles  A.,  Jr.,  who  married 
Doris  E.  Moody  and  they  reside  at  No.  156  Maine 
Avenue,  Westerleigh.  Mrs.  Winant  is  a  member  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  of 
the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  Charleston  Reformed 
Church.  The  Winant  home  is  situated  at  No.  4227 
Arthur  Kill  Road. 


HARRY  E.  GIBBS — With  the  advantage  of  a 
good  education  enhanced  by  several  years  of  travel 
and  observation  in  various  parts  of  this  country,  and 
with  an  added  experience  in  military  affairs  and 
business  life,  Harry  E.  Gibbs,  a  local  resident  for 
nearly  thirty  years,  is  well  qualified  to  fill  his  pres¬ 
ent  position  in  the  office  of  the  president  of  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Richmond.  He  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
local  community  life  and  has  taken  part  in  various 
activities  to  the  extent  that  he  is  well  respected  by 
his  contemporaries. 

Born  in  New  York  City  on  February  28,  1882, 
he  is  one  of  two  sons  of  Harry  E.,  Sr.  and  Hannah 
(Flowers)  Gibbs,  his  brother  being  Charles  F.  Gibbs, 
a  former  resident  of  Staten  Island  and  now  of  Man¬ 
hattan,  where  he  is  actuary  for  the  New  York  Life 
Insurance  Company. 

Of  English  and  Welsh  parentage,  Harry  E.  Gibbs, 
Sr.  was  born  in  Liverpool,  England,  but  as  a  young 
man  came  to  the  United  States  prior  to  1861.  He 
made  his  home  with  an  older  brother,  John  Gibbs, 
who  had  settled  in  Virginia  many  years  previously 
and  for  some  time  he  was  employed  by  the  latter 
in  the  tobacco  business.  When  the  Civil  War  broke 
out  he  enlisted  with  the  Union  forces,  being  attached 
to  a  volunteer  infantry  a  Zouave  Regiment  as  a 
bugler.  After  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Gibbs, 
Sr.  became  a  steel  and  copper  plate  engraver  and 
designer,  and  for  some  years  was  with  the  Bureau 
of  Engraving  and  Printing  of  the  United  States 
Government  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 
Later  he  came  to  New  York  City  and  accepted  a 
position  as  head  of  the  engraving  department  of 
Tiffany  and  Company,  jewelers,  where  he  remained 
for  about  twenty-two  years.  He  was  an  expert  on 
heraldic  symbols  and  coats-of-arms,  being  one  of  the 
few  men  in  the  United  States  who  knew  this  type 
of  engraving.  During  the  latter  years  of  his  asso¬ 
ciation  with  Tiffany’s,  he  also  conducted  his  own 
business  under  the  name  of  the  Hoyt  Engraving 
Company,  Incorporated,  of  which  he  was  president. 
His  death  occurred  in  New  York,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight,  and  his  passing  was  keenly  felt  by  his  many 
friends  and  business  acquaintances.  Mrs.  Gibbs,  now 
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deceased,  later  became  the  wife  of  Frederick  S. 
Graves,  of  Manhattan. 

As  a  boy  Harry  E.  Gibbs,  Jr.  was  a  soprano  singer 
in  the  choir  of  the  Church  of  the  Heavenly  Rest 
in  New  York.  Thus,  after  the  completion  of  his 
primary  education  at  St.  Luke’s  School  of  St.  John’s 
Military  Academy,  he  became  engaged  in  theatrical 
work.  For  a  period  of  six  years  he  traveled  from 
coast  to  coast  and  played  in  such  dramas  as  “Old 
Homestead,”  “Dixie”  and  others,  one  of  his  most 
important  juvenile  roles  being  enacted  with  J.  K. 
Emmett  in  “Fritz  in  Madhouse.” 

Returning  to  New  York  he  took  a  special  art 
course  at  Columbia  University  and  at  the  same  time 
studied  the  finer  points  of  steel  and  copper  plate 
engraving  under  the  supervision  of  his  father  who 
was  then  operating  his  own  business.  In  1901  he 
joined  his  father  and  was  thus  engaged  until  the 
latter’s  death.  At  this  time,  Mr.  Gibbs,  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  John  R.  Rinehart,  an  older  employee,  took 
over  control  of  the  business.  As  vice-president  he 
assumed  the  management  of  the  concern  and  con¬ 
ducted  it  until  1925,  when  he  accepted  his  present 
position  in  Borough  Hall  as  assistant  to  Borough 
President  Lynch.  His  entire  record  in  this  capacity 
has  been  a  noteworthy  one  and  he  has  come  to  be 
regarded  as  an  ideal  type  of  man  for  the  position. 

From  1902  to  1908  Mr.  Gibbs  was  a  member  of 
the  22d  Regiment  Engineers,  New  York  National 
Guard,  and  thus,  during  the  recent  World  War  he 
was  a  valuable  aid  in  the  organization  of  the  Home 
Guard,  now  part  of  the  New  York  Police  Reserves. 
In  this  body  he  held  the  rank  of  adjutant  under  Judge 
Thomas  C.  Brown,  and  was  later  appointed  captain. 
He  also  took  an  active  part  in  Liberty  Bond  sales 
and  in  the  work  of  the  American  Red  Cross.  After 
the  return  of  the  soldiers  from  the  European  frontier 
each  Staten  Island  ex-service  man  was  presented  with 
a  certificate  in  commemoration  of  his  overseas  duty. 
The  plate  from  which  some  twenty-five  certificates 
were  printed  was  designed  and  engraved  by  Mr.  Gibbs 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  late  Calvin  Van  Name, 
then  borough  president,  and  the  late  William  G.  Will- 
cox. 

Aside  from  his  official  duties,  Mr.  Gibbs  holds 
membership  in  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  of 
Elks,  in  which  body  he  served  for  six  years  as  a 
member  of  the  investigating  committee.  He  is  also 
affiliated  with  Worth  Lodge,  No.  210,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  the  Royal  Arcanum;  the  Staten 
Island  Democratic  Club,  and  the  Concord  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club,  being  president  of  the  latter.  He  is 
keenly  interested  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  his 
fellowmen  and  in  doing  what  he  thinks  is  best  for 
the  community  in  which  he  lives.  He  is  a  sponsor 
for  the  building  of  public  gymnasiums  and  swimming 
pools  for  Staten  Island,  in  order  that  the  youth  of 
the  present  day  may  derive  benefit  from  healthful 
exercise  thus  afforded. 

On  June  18,  1909,  in  New  York  City,  Harry  E. 
Gibbs  married  Amelia  Ruth  Muller,  daughter  of 
Leon  Edward  and  Jeanette  (Reicet)  Muller,  both 
natives  of  the  old  Ninth  Ward  of  New  York  City. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muller  lived  for  many  years  on  Staten 
Island  where  they  died.  The  father  was  engaged  in 
the  coal  business  in  Manhattan  and  was  for  several 
years  an  active  member  of  Tammany  Hall.  Harry 
E.  and  Amelia  Ruth  (Muller)  Gibbs  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Harry  Flowers,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  Curtis  High  School  and  now  a  student  in  chemical 
engineering  at  Wagner  College.  2.  Frederick  Reicet, 
a  student  at  Curtis  High  School. 

The  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  1049  Finger¬ 
board  Road  in  the  Grasmere  section. 
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HERMANN  KIND — Within  the  past  few  years 
it  has  been  Staten  Island’s  misfortune  to  suffer  the 
loss  of  a  number  of  public-spirited  citizens  whose 
service  to  their  community  and  to  their  fellowmen 
was  long  enduring.  Among  these  was  the  late  Her¬ 
mann  Kind  who  evinced  a  deep  and  abiding  affection 
for  Staten  Island  and  its  institutions,  although  his 
business  interests  were  mainly  centered  in  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Manhattan.  He  was  ever  desirous  of  con¬ 
tributing  a  full  share  of  his  energy  and  means  to 
civic  advancement,  though  the  demands  upon  his  time 
were  comparatively  heavy. 

The  Kind  family  was  of  German  extraction,  repre 
sented  for  long  years  in  Huntsig,  near  Cologne,  Ger¬ 
many,  where  as  a  rule  their  members  followed  occu¬ 
pations  of  a  manufacturing  and  mercantile  character. 
Albrech  Kind,  the  father  of  Mr.  Kind,  resided  in  this 
district,  received  a  good  education  and  became  the 
owner  of  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  leather 
goods,  being  engaged  in  this  pursuit  for  the  larger 
portion  of  his  life.  His  wife  was  Wilhelmina  (Schoe- 
ler)  Kind,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  among  whom  was  Hermann,  the  sixth  of  the 
family.  The  elder  Kind’s  death  occurred  in  1905, 
his  wife  still  surviving  him  in  1930  at  the  age  of 
ninety-four. 

Hermann  Kind  was  born  in  Huntsig,  near  Cologne, 
November  12,  1867.  He  acquired  his  schooling  in  his 
native  Rhineland  and  sailed  to  America  when  but 
twenty  years  of  age.  Having  relatives  here  he  imme¬ 
diately  settled  on  Staten  Island  and  obtained  a  posi¬ 
tion  with  an  importing  house  in  Manhattan,  jointly 
operated  by  Messrs.  Carl  Schmidt  and  Wilhelm  Graef, 
an  uncle  of  the  girl  who  later  became  his  bride.  As 
their  traveling  salesman,  Mr.  Kind  journeyed  for 
ten  years  throughout  the  country,  making  many  trips 
to  the  Pacific  Coast.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Schmidt 
and  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Graef,  Mr.  Kind 
purchased  the  entire  business  and  assumed  immediate 
control  of  his  new  interests.  In  1904  the  concern  was 
incorporated  as  Graef  and  Schmidt,  Incorporated, 
with  Mr.  Kind  as  president,  a  position  he  held  until 
his  death. 

The  firm  of  Graef  and  Schmidt  was  long  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  largest  and  most  extensive  im¬ 
porters  of  cutlery  in  the  country,  being  sole  agents 
for  J.  A.  Henckels,  famous  German  cutlery  manu¬ 
facturers.  The  latter  establishment  took  over  the 
active  management  of  Mr.  Kind’s  establishment  fol¬ 
lowing  his  death,  the  firm  name  now  being  J.  A. 
Henckels,  Incorporated.  As  a  representative  business 
man  it  must  be  noted  that  Mr.  Kind  was  withal,  a 
tireless  worker,  endowed  with  the  necessary  executive 
ability  and  perseverance  requisite  for  mercantile 
success  and  above  all,  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and 
honor. 

Apart  from  this  business  affairs  he  was  long  con¬ 
nected  with  organizations  of  a  financial,  civic  and 
charitable  nature,  particularly  on  Staten  Island.  He 
was  a  director  of  the  Staten  Island  Savings  Bank  at 
Stapleton  and  held  membership  in  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  New  York  City 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  was  identified  with  the 
Richmond  Club  and  active  in  the  support  of  the 
Staten  Island  Hospital,  as  well  as  being  generous 
to  various  philanthropic  movements  of  worthy  pur¬ 
port.  After  the  signing  of  the  armistice,  Mr.  Kind 
received  a  medal  from  the  German  Red  Cross  So¬ 
ciety  for  giving  aid  to  the  needy  people  of  his  native 
land. 


On  September  23,  1901,  Hermann  Kind  married 
Johanna  Graef,  daughter  of  Fred  W.  and  Therese 
(Cludius)  Graef  of  Hildesheim,  of  a  family  long 
seated  in  Germany.  Mr.  Graef,  who  died  January  21, 
1891,  at  the  early  age  of  forty-eight  years,  was  born 
near  the  Rhine  in  Germany  and  came  to  the  United 
States  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  with  his  younger 
brother.  The  vessel  which  bore  them  across  the 
Atlantic,  took  fifty-five  days  for  the  crossing.  After 
settling  here,  Mr.  Graef  became  a.  stock  broker  in 
New  York  City,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Staten  Island  Academy  and  its  first  treasurer.  Mrs. 
Graef,  who  died  April  25,  1919,  was  a  native  of 
Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kind  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Hermann  H.,  born  in  1902,  who  for  several 
years  has  been  a  traveling  representative  for  the 
elder  Kind’s  firm  and  hopes  eventually  to  take  his 
father’s  place;  Ilse  and  Gertrude,  both  living  with 
their  mother.  All  received  a  portion  of  their  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  Staten  Island  Academy,  followed  by 
further  training. 

Mr.  Kind’s  family  cherish  two  beautiful  memorials, 
which  show  the  love  and  respect  that  his  colleagues 
held  for  him.  At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Staten  Island  Savings  Bank  held 
on  March  7,  1928,  the  following  preamble  and  resolu¬ 
tions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  Divine  Providence  has  called  to  his 
Eternal  Rest  our  fellow-trustee,  Hermann  Kind, 
who  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  on  June  2, 
1926,  and  has  served  this  institution  with  energy 
and  zeal,  and 

Whereas,  his  kindly  disposition,  his  devoted  serv¬ 
ice  as  a  trustee,  his  high  standing  in  the  business 
world  and  his  loyalty  as  an  American  citizen  have 
endeared  him  to  the  hearts  of  all  that  knew  him. 
Be  it  therefore 

Resolved;  That  we  deplore  his  untimely  demise 
and  keenly  feel  the  loss  which  we,  as  well  as  the 
community  at  large,  have  sustained;  be  it  further 
resolved,  that  these  Resolutions  be  spread  in  full 
upon  the  minutes  and  a  copy  thereof  transmitted 
to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

WILLIAM  J.  WELSH,  President 
WILLY  SONNTAG,  Secretary. 

Further  tribute  was  forthcoming  from  an  organi¬ 
zation  which  Mr.  Kind  had  served  as  treasurer.  At 
a  meeting  of  the  Cutlery  Importers’  Association  held 
on  the  27th  day  of  January,  1928,  at  the  rooms  of  the 
association  in  the  Woolworth  Building,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  We,  the  representatives  of  the  members 
of  the  Cutlery  Importers’  Association,  have  learned, 
with  profound  sorrow,  of  the  death  on  January 
25,  1928,  of  Hermann  Kind,  who  has  represented 
Graef  and  Schmidt  and  J.  A.  Henckels  in  this  asso¬ 
ciation  since  its  organization,  and  who  has  been 
our  one  and  only  treasurer,  now  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  do  hereby  express  our  keen 
and  poignant  sense  of  the  deep  loss  which  we,  as 
his  personal  friends,  and  which  the  Cutlery  Im¬ 
porters  Association  as  a  body,  have  sustained  in 
the  untimely  departure  of  our  richly-esteemed  and 
profoundly  respected  associate.  With  grateful 
memory  do  we  record  our  genuine  admiration  of 
the  sterling  character,  the  inflexible  adherence  to 
the  best  principles  of  business  ethics,  the  spirit  of 
fairness  and  cooperation,  and  the  advocacy  of  all 
that  is  best  in  both  business  and  home  activities 
so  signally  exemplified  in  the  life  of  Hermann 
Kind; 

Further  Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  sincere 
sympathy  to  his  bereaved  widow  and  children,  as 
well  as  to  his  business  associates,  and  that  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  them. 

ERNEST  STRATMANN,  President 
WALTER  CLAUBERG,  Secretary. 
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Following  Mr.  Kind’s  death  on  January  25,  1928, 
funeral  services  were  held  from  the  family  residence, 
No.  91  Marion  Avenue,  Grymes  Hill.  His  burial  took 
place  in  Woodland  Cemetery.  It  is  through  the 
interest  and  generosity  of  Mrs.  Johanna  (Graef)  Kind 
that  the  foregoing  review  of  her  late  husband’s  life 
is  inscribed  in  this  work. 


GORDON  THOMPSON — Education  and  train¬ 
ing  in  the  electrical  world,  augmented  by  travel  and 
similar  experience  in  an  oriental  country,  has  broad¬ 
ened  and  made  fuller  the  life  of  Mr.  Thompson.  Since 
his  return  to  this  country,  he  has  been  actively  asso¬ 
ciated  in  Manhattan  in  this  field  of  endeavor.  He 
resides  at  89  Richmond  Road,  New  Dorp. 

This  review  describes  interesting  family  connec¬ 
tions  of  both  his  and  his  wife’s  ancestors  who  were 
among  the  pioneers  in  America.  On  his  mother’s 
side,  Mr.  Thompson  is  descended  from  the  old  Gordon 
and  Bassett  families  of  the  Mohawk  valley,  New 
York,  whose  histories  date  back  to  early  Colonial 
days  in  that  district.  On  his  father’s  side,  he  is 
descended  from  Thomas  Thomson,  who  came  to 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  in  1634,  from  Maidstone  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  England.  Thomas  Thomson  later 
moved  to  New  London,  Connecticut,  and  when  it 
was  proposed  to  locate  a  settlement  across  the  Sound 
on  Long  Island,  he,  with  six  others,  founded  East- 
hampton,  in  1649. 

After  the  English  came  into  possession  of  New 
York  and  adjacent  New  Jersey,  Thomas  Thomson 
went  to  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey,  and  was  num¬ 
bered  among  the  original  “Associates”  to  whom  the 
land  was  granted  on  October  28,  1664,  and  who 
signed  the  oath  of  allegiance  on  February  19,  1665. 
He  served  as  a  deputy  for  a  number  of  years  and 
is  mentioned  as  an  active  defender  of  the  Colonists’ 
rights  in  contests  with  the  royal  governor.  He  died 
in  1676,  leaving  several  sons  and  daughters,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  record  of  his  will.  His  son,  Hur  Thomson, 
born  about  1651,  was  followed  in  line  of  descent  by 
John  Thompson,  born  about  1673.  About  that  time 
the  spelling  of  the  name  was  changed  from  Thomson 
to  Thompson.  The  latter’s  son,  Thomas  Thompson, 
born  January  25,  1712,  married  Hannah  Rushmore, 
of  Hempstead,  Long  Island.  They  had  a  son,  John 
Thompson,  born  about  1736,  who  married  Lucy  Wool- 
cott  of  Connecticut. 

Josiah  Woolcott  Thompson,  born  about  1776,  was 
the  next  in  line  of  descent.  He  married  Esther 
(“Hetty”)  Merrel,  of  Staten  Island.  Hetty  Merrel 
apparently  persuaded  her  husband,  Josiah,  to  come  to 
a  better  country  and  they  built  their  dwelling  on 
Staten  Island  before  1800,  opposite  the  old  Long 
Dock  about  where  Mersereau  Avenue  runs  into  the 
Shore  Road,  now  Richmond  Terrace.  The  house  was 
still  standing  some  ten  years  ago.  By  trade,  Josiah 
W.  Thompson  was  a  carpenter.  He  died  in  May, 
1813,  while  his  children  were  still  young. 

John  Thompson,  his  son,  was  born  March  17,  1811, 
died  April  6,  1892.  He  learned  the  cabinet  maker’s 
trade  while  yet  a  boy,  but  as  a  young  man,  worked  on 
the  oyster  boats  plying  from  Long  Island  Sound,  and 
later  sailed  on  oyster  boats  running  to  Virginia.  In 
time  he  acquired  a  boat  of  his  own,  established  the 
first  “planted”  oyster  beds  in  Prince  Bay,  and  lived 
to  see  the  peak  of  Staten  Island’s  oyster  business 
reached.  Prospering,  as  the  years  passed  he  finally 
possessed  five  sloops  and  three  schooners  engaged 
in  the  trade.  He  was  considered  the  inventor  of 
“oyster  floats”  for  the  storing  of  bivalves  until  they 
were  taken  to  market  in  a  fresh  condition.  John 
Thompson  was  a  member  of  the  original  Baptist 


Church  in  the  Clove,  and  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Mariners  Harbor  Baptist  Church.  He  married 
(first)  Harriet  Van  Pelt,  and  they  had  children: 
John  V.,  George,  and  Easter  Ann.  His  second  wife 
was  Melinda  Van  Pelt  by  whom  the  following  chil¬ 
dren  were  born:  Esther  Ann,  Judson,  Harriet,  Henry, 
Mary  Agnes,  Ophelia,  Eugene,  Douglas,  Ella,  and 
Ernest  Roger. 

His  son,  Judson  Thompson,  was  born  April  26, 
1853,  and  was  first  educated  at  Horatio  Hervey’s 
Private  School  in  Mariners  Harbor.  That  town  was 
then  the  location  of  a  considerable  number  of  wealthy 
and  aristocratic  families,  a  number  of  whom  had  their 
summer  homes  along  the  waterfront.  Following  his 
schooling  here,  he  graduated  from  Mount  Washing¬ 
ton  Collegiate  Institute  in  Washington  Square,  Man¬ 
hattan.  The  oyster  trade  next  attracted  him  and  for 
some  years  he  was  his  father’s  bookkeeper  and 
managed  the  shipments  from  the  scows  at  the  foot 
of  Christopher  Street,  New  York.  In  Charlestown, 
Montgomery  County,  New  York,  he  married  Eudora 
Bassett,  born  August  1,  1861,  the  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Mary  (Gordon)  Bassett,  of  that  village.  She 
was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  the  others  being 
Peter  Gordon,  Elizabeth,  and  Emaline.  Soon  after 
his  marriage  Judson  Thompson  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Staten  Island  Rapid  Transit  Railway  Company; 
and  for  the  past  forty-one  years  he  has  served  in  their 
freight  rate  department  where  he  is  an  expert  on 
the  subject  of  transportation  and  rate-making.  He  and 
his  wife  now  reside  at  19  Locust  Avenue,  New  Dorp. 
Two  children  comprise  their  family,  Gordon,  men¬ 
tioned  more  fully  in  this  review;  and  Ruberta,  who 
married  James  E.  Grunert.  To  the  latter  union  were 
born:  Ruth  Elizabeth,  Richard,  and  Kenneth.  The 
Grunerts  are  now  residents  of  Harrisburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  (Sources  for  the  Thompson  family  history, 
Gardiner’s  “Chronicles  of  Easthampton,  Long  Is¬ 
land”  ;  John  Littell’s  “Genealogies  of  the  First  Settlers 
of  the  Passaic  Valley,”  1851;  and  Hatfield’s  “History 
of  Elizabethtown.”) 

Gordon  Thompson,  son  of  Judson  and  Eudora  (Bas¬ 
sett)  Thompson,  was  born  at  Charlestown,  New  York, 
on  October  18,  1888.  He  was  graduated  from  Pub¬ 
lic  School  No.  24,  in  1900,  attended  old  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  High  School  from  1901  to  1904,  and  finished  his 
academic  preparation  at  Curtis  _  High  School,  from 
which  he  received  his  diploma  in  1905.  He  studied 
electrical  engineering  at  the  Cooper  Union  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Technology  (then  known  as  the  Cooper  Union 
Day  School  of  Technical  Science)  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree,  cum 
laude,  in  1909.  He  next  turned  his  attention  to  per¬ 
manent  employment  and  in  the  same  year  accepted 
a  position  with  the  Electrical  Testing  Laboratories, 
Eightieth  Street  and  East  End  Avenue,  New  York 
City,  becoming  engineer-in-charge  of  the  _  electrical 
laboratories  in  1910.  His  degree  of  Electrical  Engi¬ 
neer  was  conferred  by  Cooper  Union  in  1913- 

On  June  3,  1913,  Mr.  Thompson  married  Hilda 
May  Haughwout,  daughter  of  William  Henry 
Haughwout,  of  Old  Place,  Staten  Island,  and  Joanna 
Bakker,  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey.  Three  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  in  the  sub¬ 
sequent  five  years.  They  are:  Margaret  Ann,  born 
in  the  Bronx,  New  York,  on  July  1,  1914;  Douglas 
Bruce,  born  on  Staten  Island,  October  28,  1916;  and 
Dorothy  Jane,  born  in  the  Bronx,  on  October  1,  1918. 

In  December,  1919,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  and 
their  three  children  left  Staten  Island  for  Shanghai, 
China.  When  their  ship  the  “China,”  was  leaving 
Nagasaki,  an  intoxicated  Japanese  pilot  drove  the 
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boat  on  the  rocks  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  af¬ 
fording  the  thrill  of  shipwreck  with  comparative 
safety.  In  Shanghai,  Mr.  Thompson  served  for  seven 
years  as  professor  of  electrical  engineering  at  Nan- 
yang  University,  a  college  maintained  by  the  Ministry 
of  Communications  of  the  Republic  of  China  and 
serving  as  a  feeder  of  technical  personnel  to  the 
Ministry.  Mr.  Thompson  also  acted  as  consulting 
engineer  to  the  Mission  Architects’  Bureau  of  China 
and  designed  the  generating,  lighting,  and  other 
equipment  of  the  Nanchang  Hospital,  the  Biola  Audi¬ 
torium  in  Changsha,  the  Missions  Building  in 
Shanghai,  etc.  Their  fourth  child,  Mary  Ellen,  was 
born  on  March  7,  1925,  at  the  Hospital  Ste.  Marie 
in  Shanghai. 

Upon  returning  to  the  United  States  by  way  of 
Europe  in  early  1927,  Mr.  Thompson  became  assist¬ 
ant  chief  engineer  at  his  former  place  of  employment, 
the  Electrical  Testing  Laboratories  where  he  still 
remains.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Electrical  Engineers,  and  the  Society  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  Engineering  Education  and  is  an  Asso¬ 
ciate  of  the  Institute  of  Radio  Engineers.  As  the 
author  of  several  articles  in  the  Technical  Press  and 
as  a  member  of  various  engineering  committees  he 
has  acquitted  himself  favorably  in  his  profession. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  are  members  of 
the  New  Dorp  Moravian  Church  where  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Thompson  was  born  at  Old  Place 
on  January  15,  1887  and  attended  Public  School  No. 
24  and  No.  8,  Stapleton  High  School,  and  Curtis 
High  School.  She  completed  a  two-year  course  in 
nursing  at  Bronson  Hospital,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan, 
took  post-graduate  work  at  Cook  County  Hospital, 
Chicago,  and  for  two  years  was  head  nurse  at  the 
old  Dr.  Bull’s  Sanitorium  at  33  East  Thirty-third 
Street,  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Thompson  is  a  de¬ 
scendant  on  her  father’s  side,  of  Pieter  Pieterse 
Hagawout,  who  was  born  at  Dyckhuizen  in  the 
Province  of  Drenthe,  Holland.  He  came  to  Nieuw 
Nederlands  with  his  parents  prior  to  1662.  After 
having  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Flatbush,  Long  Island, 
he  came  to  Staten  Island  sometime  before  1678.  On 
November  4,  1683,  he  married  Dirckje  Egberts,  of 
Midwout,  Long  Island.  He  obtained  a  royal  grant 
from  William  III  of  England,  under  date  of  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1697,  which  gave  him  title  to  some  eighty-five 
acres  on  the  “great  plain’’  on  the  north  side  of 
Staten  Island.  He  died  in  1716  and  his  original  will, 
dated  February  13,  1715,  and  probated  October  29, 
1716,  is  still  preserved  in  the  records  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 

From  Pieter  Pieterse  the  line  comes  down  through 
Peter  Hagewout,  2d  (m.  Neeltje  Bakker,  d.  1746.); 
Peter  Haughwout,  3d  (bapt.  May  1,  1718;  m.  Altie 
Wynantse  Bennet;  d.  1792);  Wynant  Haughwout 
(bapt.  April  20,  1760;  m.  Mary  Bogert  d.  1832); 
Isaac  Haughwout  (b.  October  28,  1787;  m.  Mrs. 
Ellen  Martinoe  Haughwout,  wid.) ;  William  Henry 
Haughwout,  1st  (b.  March  17,  1829;  m.  Mary  Van 
Pelt  d.  June  15,  1861.);  and  Willaim  Henry  Haugh¬ 
wout,  2d  (b.  March  9,  1857;  m.  Joanna  Bakker), 
who  lives  in  Great  Kills,  and  is  the  father  of  Willetta, 
Hilda  May,  and  Carl  Leffert  Haughwout.  Willetta 
married  Oran  Hodge,  lives  in  Howard  City,  Michi¬ 
gan,  and  has  a  daughter,  Ora  Joanna.  Hilda  May 
married  Gordon  Thompson,  as  aforementioned.  Carl 
Leffert  Haughwout  (b.  September  25,  1892),  married 
Jessie  Grace  Wright,  lives  in  Great  Kills,  and  has 
two  children,  William  Carl  and  Nancy  Jane.  (Sources 
for  this  family  history:  “The  Lefferts-Haughwout 


Family,”  by  Rev.  Lefferd  M.  A.  Haughwout,  and 
Ms.  Collection.) 


CHARLES  EUGENE  FETHERSTON— Many 
important  buildings  in  Richmond  County  and  else¬ 
where  in  the  metropolis  owe  their  inception  to  the 
art  and  design  of  Charles  Eugene  Fetherston.  He 
resides  in  a  very  charming  residence  at  No.  135  Bard 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton,  and  has  an  office  at 
No.  205  East  Forty-second  Street,  Manhattan,  where 
he  is  a  member  of  a  well-known  architectural  firm. 

Mr.  Fetherston  was  born  at  New  Brighton  on 
April  4,  1886,  the  son  of  John  J.  and  Catherine 
(Turney)  Fetherston.  He  was  educated  in  private 
schools  on  Staten  Island  and  for  about  five  years  took 
art  courses  in  the  Ateliers,  at  the  Beaux  Arts  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Design  in  Manhattan.  During  this  time  he 
gained  a  practical  training  in  the  studio  of  H.  Van 
Buren  Magonigle,  a  noted  architect,  famous  for  his 
monumental  work.  After  spending  seven  years  in 
the  employ  of  Mr.  Magonigle  he  went  with  York 
and  Sawyer,  a  firm  specializing  in  banks  and  hos¬ 
pitals.  In  1920  he  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  T. 
Sibley  under  the  firm  name  of  Sibley  and  Fetherston 
and  since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in  general  archi¬ 
tectural  work. 

In  that  same  year,  in  a  competitive  exhibition  he 
was  awarded  first  and  second  prizes  for  his  designs 
for  tenement-house  blocks  by  the  Reconstruction 
Commission  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  in  1923 
his  firm  won  the  Phelps  Stokes  Fund  prize  for  the 
design  of  the  model  tenement  named  after  the  fund. 
This  building  was  erected  on  Ninety-seventh  Street, 
Manhattan,  and  was  the  first  practical  demonstration 
of  the  possibility  of  what  is  known  as  “ten  dollar  per 
room”  apartments,  built  since  the  World  War.  One 
of  the  latest  buildings  erected  on  the  plans  furnished 
by  Messrs.  Fetherston  and  Sibley  is  the  St.  Mark’s 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-seventh  Street  and  Nicholas  Avenue,  which 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  about  $600,000.  Other  impor¬ 
tant  work  performed  bv  the  firm  was  the  remodeling 
of  Huyler’s  Fifth  Avenue  store,  New  York,  and  the 
alteration  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  Club  House  on 
Richmond  Terrace,  New  Brighton,  the  latter  being  a 
demonstration  of  architectural  ability  in  the  renova¬ 
tion  of  an  old  building  of  Colonial  design  with  pro¬ 
nounced  Grecian  lines  into  a  modern  structure,  with¬ 
out  destroying  the  original  style.  The  plans  for  va¬ 
rious  buildings  on  Staten  Island  have  been  drawn  by 
this  firm,  among  them  being  St.  Paul’s  Church,  New 
Brighton;  St.  Joseph’s  Hill  Academy  at  Arrochar; 
the  West  New  Brighton  Courthouse;  Stapleton 
Courthouse;  the  Children’s  Court  at  St.  George,  and 
the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Sea  View.  The  beautiful 
Gramatan  Apartments  at  Mount  Vernon,  New  York; 
the  Nurses’  Home,  Kingston  Avenue  Hospital,  at 
Brooklyn,  and  numerous  private  residences  in  West¬ 
chester  and  Richmond  County  have  also  been  handled 
by  this  concern.  Mr.  Fetherston  is  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Chapter  of  the  Architects  Institute  of 
America,  the  Society  of  Medalists. 

In  1917  Mr.  Fetherston  entered  the  Officers’  Train¬ 
ing  Camp  at  Plattsburg  and  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
course  of  training  was  commissioned  second  lieu¬ 
tenant.  Assigned  to  the  77th  Division  as  first  lieu¬ 
tenant  he  was  attached  to  the  staff  of  the  Quarter¬ 
master-General,  American  Expeditionary  Forces. 
While  overseas  he  was  appointed  captain  on  the  staff 
of  General  Rogers,  chief  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps 
and  after  twelve  months  he  received  his  honorable 
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discharge  on  July  30,  1919.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Slosson  Post  of  the  American  Legion. 

Charles  E.  Fetherston  married  on  June  26,  1927, 
Mary  T.  (Garrigan)  Whelan,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Rosalie  (Smith)  Garrigan,  of  Staten  Island.  They 
have  three  children:  Charles  E.,  Jr.,  born  on  Decem¬ 
ber  3,  1929;  and  Richard  and  George  Whelan,  by 
Mrs.  Fetherston’s  former  marriage.  Their  family 
residence  is  at  No.  135  Bard  Avenue,  West  New 
Brighton. 


GEORGE  H.  STOVER — Prominent  in  the  legal 
circles  of  Manhattan  and  esteemed  as  a  resident  of 
Staten  Island,  George  H.  Stover,  of  New  Dorp,  has 
served  ably  as  a  citizen  of  his  State  and  community 
for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Mr.  Stover  was  born  August  13,  1879,  in  Bruns¬ 
wick,  Maine,  a  town  associated  in  literary  history 
with  the  names  of  Longfellow,  Hawthorne,  and 
Harriet  Beecher  Stowe.  After  completing  his  studies 
in  the  elementary  and  high  schools  of  that  town, 
Mr.  Stover  entered  Bowdoin  College,  where  he  be¬ 
came  prominent  in  scholastic,  literary,  and  debating 
circles.  He  was  class  poet,  associate  editor  of  the 
“Bowdoin  Quill,”  the  literary  monthly,  and  editor- 
in-chief  of  the  “Bowdoin  Bugle,”  the  college  annual; 
and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Psi  Upsilon  and  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  fraternities.  He  was  graduated  in  1903 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  1906  he 
graduated  from  the  Harvard  Law  School  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 

His  subsequent  legal  experience  has  been  varied 
and  extensive.  On  graduating  from  the  Harvard  Law 
School  he  came  to  New  York  City,  took  up  residence 
on  Staten  Island,  and  entered  the  well-known  law 
office  of  Sullivan  and  Cromwell.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  New  York  State  in  1907  and,  later, 
to  practice  before  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 
In  1910,  he  became  associated  with  the  Bureau  of 
Municipal  Research  where  he  had  become  familiar 
with  problems  of  municipal  reform  and  the  structure 
of  State  and  city  government,  and  made  an  intensive 
study  of  franchises  to  public  utilities.  In  1917,  be 
was  appointed  assistant  counsel  to  the  Public  Service 
Commission  for  the  First  District,  a  State  body 
which  after  various  reorganizations  has  become  the 
Transit  Commission  of  the  State  of  New  York.  It 
is  significant  that  throughout  the  series  of  reorgan¬ 
izations  Mr.  Stover  was  retained  and  promoted.  In 
January,  1929,  he  was  made  chief  counsel  to  the 
Transit  Commission  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
Upon  the  occasion  of  his  elevation  to  this  office,  the 
“New  York  Evening  Post”  said  editorially: 

The  appointment  of  George  H.  Stover  as  coun¬ 
sel  for  the  Transit  Commission  is  gratifying  to 
everybody  who  likes  to  see  merit  recognized  in 
public  as  well  as  in  private  life.  Mr.  Stover  was 
Clarence  M.  Lewis’  first  assistant  when  Mr.  Lewis 
was  counsel  for  the  commission  and  in  that  post 
made  a  record  which  entitles  him  to  the  confidence 
of  the  public  in  his  integrity  and  ability.  This 
appointment,  like  that  of  his  predecessor,  is  un¬ 
related  to  political  consideration.  It  is  an  as¬ 
surance  that  the  office  of  counsel  to  the  commission 
will  continue  to  be  administered  in  a  way  worthy 
of  its  importance. 

Mr.  Stover  is  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the 
Richmond  County  Democratic  Committee.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  has  been  affiliated  with  the  “Citi¬ 
zens  Union”  of  New  York  City.  He  has  acted  sev¬ 
eral  times  as  president  of  New  Dorp  civic  associa¬ 
tions  and  during  the  World  War  was  a  member  of 
the  Legal  Advisory  Board.  The  Staten  Island  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  the  Richmond  County 


Bar  Association  also  number  him  among  their  mem¬ 
bers. 

Mr.  Stover  was  married  on  June  12,  1913,  at  Oak- 
wood  Heights,  to  Edna  Morton  Nichols,  daughter  of 
Granville  W.  and  Adaline  (Van  Clief)  Nichols.  Mr. 
Nichols  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  where  his  fam¬ 
ily  had  lived  since  pre-Revolutionary  days.  He  was 
formerly  a  member  of  the  New  York  Stock  Ex¬ 
change.  Mrs.  Nichols  was  of  a  family  prominent  in 
the  early  history  of  Staten  Island. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stover  have  two  daughters:  Mary 
A.,  born  July  16,  1914,  and  Allene  H.,  born  April 
24,  1918. 

Mr.  Stover  is  a  descendant  of  families  which 
settled  in  New  England  in  early  Colonial  times.  One 
of  his  ancestors  was  Thomas  Hinckley  who  was  a 
prominent  lawyer  and  official  in  Plymouth  Colony; 
he  was  Deputy  Governor  in  1680,  and  Governor  from 
1681  to  1692,  except  during  the  brief  and  unwelcome 
administration  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros. 

The  Stover  family  early  settled  in  Maine  near 
York.  Sylvester  Stover  probably  settled  in  those  parts 
prior  to  1640.  This  part  of  Maine  was  on  the  frontier 
and  suffered  from  attacks  during  the  French  and 
Indian  wars.  Members  of  the  family  were  killed  and 
one  boy  was  carried  into  captivity  by  the  Indians. 
One  of  Sylvester’s  descendants,  John  Stover,  married 
the  daughter  of  Colonel  Johnson  Harmon,  a  famous 
Indian  fighter  of  that  time,  and  removed  to  Harps- 
well,  Maine,  which  had  been  purchased  by  his  father- 
in-law.  From  this  John,  the  Harpswell  Stovers  are 
descended.  One  of  this  line  saw  service  in  the  Rev- 
lutionary  War. 

The  grandfather  of  George  H.  Stover  was  Simeon 
Stover,  a  farmer,  who  was  born  September  27,  1799, 
and  died  November  20,  1864.  He  married  Lois 
Hinckley  (born  January  2,  1802,  died  July  11,  1884), 
and  they  were  parents  of  four  sons  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters:  Lemuel  H.,  Thomas,  George,  Elisha  S.,  Har¬ 
riet,  Jane,  and  Minerva. 

Captain  Lemuel  H.  Stover,  their  eldest  son,  was 
born  in  Harpswell,  on  March  6,  1825,  and  died  in 
Brunswick,  Maine,  on  November  4,  1910.  In  his  early 
days  he  was  a  shipmaster,  but  quit  the  sea  prior 
to  the  Civil  War  and  settled  down  to  the  life  of  a 
country  squire  in  Harpswell.  During  the  war,  al¬ 
though  a  Democrat,  he  represented  his  town  in  the 
Maine  Legislature  and  in  other  capacities.  In  the 
’seventies  he  removed  to  Brunswick  and  engaged  in 
banking.  He  frequently  served  his  town  as  select¬ 
man  and  as  representative  to  the  Legislature.  On 
one  occasion  he  was  sought  by  the  Democrats  as 
candidate  for  Governor  but  declined  to  run.  His  first 
marriage  was  to  Jane  Sinnett,  and  his  second,  to 
Mary  A.  Stover  (born  September  10,  1842,  died 
August  22,  1904),  of  distant  kinship,  and  a  daughter 
of  another  Simeon  Stover.  Of  this  marriage  there 
were  three  sons:  George  H.;  Herman  L.,  who  resides 
in  Brunswick;  and  Alfred  P.,  who  died  at  an  early 
age. 

Mr.  Stover  has  resided  on  Staten  Island  ever 
since  he  came  to  New  York.  His  home  is  at  No. 
129  Ninth  Street,  New  Dorp. 


CARL  JAMES  WRIGHT— A  large  number  of 
our  college  graduates,  after  leaving  their  alma  mater 
and  being  thrust  upon  their  own  resourcefulness  in 
the  professional  world,  have  aspired  to  and  acquired 
positions  of  influence  during  their  careers.  A  graduate 
of  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  who  has  obtained 
valuable  experience  as  a  chemical  engineer,  is  Carl 
J.  Wright,  a  resident  of  West  New  Brighton.  He  is 
associated  with  the  Combustion  Utilities  Corpora- 


i6o 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


tion,  a  subsidiary  of  the  nationally  known  Henry  L. 
Doherty  Company  of  New  York. 

The  Wrights  and  their  allied  families  have  been 
located  for  about  a  century  in  the  Middle  Western 
States.  Mr.  Wright’s  maternal  great-grandparents 
were  James  and  Theresa  Weir,  who  lived  in  Michi¬ 
gan  practically  all  their  lives.  They  were  agricultur¬ 
ists.  His  grandfather  was  George  P.  Wright,  a  Bap¬ 
tist  minister,  who  died  in  1900,  survived  by  his  wife, 
Anna  (Weir)  Wright.  They  had  one  child,  Fred  M. 
Wright,  the  father  of  our  present  Staten  Island  resi¬ 
dent. 

Fred  M.  Wright  was  born  September  25,  1868, 
and  spent  his  early  life  in  Michigan.  He  married 
Hily  V.  Bond,  born  June  4,  1867,  by  whom  there 
were  three  children:  Carl  James,  of  this  review; 
George  P.,  born  January  19,  1891,  who  married 
Mabel  Hagley;  and  LaVeta  A.,  born  January  26, 
1893,  who  married  E.  Roy  Duket. 

Carl  J.  Wright  was  born  at  Hayfield,  Minnesota, 
on  April  28,  1889.  As  a  youth  he  went  to  Denver, 
Colorado,  but  soon  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ber- 
thoud  in  the  same  State  where  he  received  his  early 
schooling.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  left  the  farming 
community  of  Berthoud  for  La  Porte  and  there  fin¬ 
ished  his  grammar  school  years.  In  1909  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Fort  Collins  High  School. 

Desiring  to  continue  his  education  and  enter  an 
engineering  school  where  he  would  be  certain  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  thorough  training  in  the  field  of  endeavor,  he 
came  East  to  pursue  higher  education.  Thus  he 
entered  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  at  Troy,  New 
York,  considered  one  of  the  best  engineering  colleges 
in  the  country.  At  this  institution  he  specialized  in 
electrical  engineering  and  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1913.  While  at  this  college  he  also  found 
time,  despite  the  pressure  of  study,  to  engage  in  fra¬ 
ternal  and  sport  activities. 

Mr.  Wright  entered  the  employ  of  H.  L.  Doherty 
and  Company  of  New  York,  and  in  this  connection 
journeyed  to  Denver,  Colorado,  to  take  “the  junior 
engineering  course”  provided  by  this  concern.  He 
was  later  transferred  from  Denver  to  the  New  York 
office  in  order  to  accomplish  special  designing  work. 
Upon  the  completion  of  this  task  he  was  detailed  to 
Glenwood,  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he  spent  one  year 
in  construction  work  on  a  gas  purification  plant. 

Wichita,  Kansas,  was  the  next  place  to  which  Mr. 
Wright  was  transferred,  and  following  this  he  was 
engaged  for  fifteen  months  in  working  on  research 
problems  in  connection  with  natural  gas  at  Caney, 
Kansas.  Leaving  there  he  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio, 
where  for  five  years  he  engaged  in  industrial  re¬ 
search  work  bearing  on  heating  plants.  Toledo  was 
the  last  stop  in  his  lengthy  western  trip  after  which 
he  returned  to  Brooklyn.  After  deciding  in  1923  that 
a  home  on  Staten  Island  would  be  more  to  his  liking, 
as  this  community  was  still  far  from  a  populous  cen¬ 
ter,  he  located  in  West  New  Brighton,  while  con¬ 
tinuing  his  business  headquarters  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Wright’s  present  position  is  that  of  technolo¬ 
gist  associated  with  the  Combustion  Utilities  Cor¬ 
poration.  In  this  capacity  he  is  in  charge  of  a  re¬ 
search  laboratory,  portions  of  the  patent  work  that 
is  being  undergone,  and  field  engineering  work. 

He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  General  Atlas  Car¬ 
bon  Company,  a  subsidiary  of  the  Combustion  Utili¬ 
ties  Corporation.  In  this  position  he  is  in  charge  of 
plant  operations  producing  carbon  black  from  natural 
gas.  This  industry  is  located  at  Pampa,  Texas. 

In  his  professional  relations  Mr.  Wright  is  a  mem¬ 


ber  of:  The  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engi¬ 
neers  and  the  American  Gas  Association.  He  is  also 
associated  with  the  Tau  Beta  Pi  Fraternity,  an  hon¬ 
orary  college  society;  Boaz  Lodge,  No.  669,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  which  is  a  Toledo  chapter;  Fort 
Industry  Chapter,  No.  208,  of  Toledo,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Adelphic  Council,  No.  7,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  City  of  New  York;  Brooklyn  Council,  No. 
4,  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Brooklyn;  the  Doh¬ 
erty  Men’s  Fraternity  of  his  firm;  and  the  Down 
Town  Athletic  Club  of  New  York.  Besides  these,  he 
is  a  Troop  Committeeman  with  Troop  37,  Staten 
Island  Boy  Scouts. 

Mr.  Wright’s  marriage  took  place  in  Wichita, 
Kansas,  with  Florence  E.  Hawley,  of  Sugar  City, 
Colorado,  the  ceremony  being  performed  June  16, 
1915.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Alfred  M.  and 
Jennie  (Dick)  Hawley,  descendants  of  the  Hawley 
family  which  was  settled  in  Connecticut  in  1603. 

Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Wright  is  affiliated  with 
several  societies  and  other  organizations  including: 
Alpha  Beta  Zeta  Sorority  of  Colorado,  Alpha  Chap¬ 
ter;  Delta  Phi  Omega  Fraternity;  a  life  member  of 
the.  Associated  Alumni  of  Colorado  State  Teachers’ 
College;  the  Society  of  the  Hawley  Family;  the 
Auxiliary  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers;  the  P.  E.  O.  Sisterhood;  and  the  local 
Parent-Teachers’  Association.  Mrs.  Wright  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Mothers’  Club,  Public 
School  No.  29,  for  two  terms,  1929-30. 

The  Wright  home  is  located  in  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  at  No.  656  Manor  Road. 


McCRUM  BROTHERS— For  more  than  a  dec¬ 
ade  Edward  and  James  H.  McCrum  have  been  en¬ 
gaged  as  pharmacists  in  West  New  Brighton,  and 
within  this  profession  they  have  maintained  their  own 
establishment  on  Castleton  Avenue.  In  addition  to 
managing  this  business,  the  McCrum  Brothers  have 
manifested  a  warm  interest  in  public  affairs  in  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough  wherein  they  have  long  been  identified 
with  leading  civic  and  fraternal  organizations. 

The  McCrum  family  is  native  to  Scotland,  where 
representatives  bearing  that  name  have  been  seated 
since  early  times.  The  progenitor  in  America  was 
James  McCrum,  who  settled  on  Staten  Island  about 
1840.  Coming  down  to  more  recent  times  we  find 
Edward  McCrum,  father  of  Edward  and  James  H. 
McCrum,  who  resided  in  the  old  village  of  West  New 
Brighton.  By  occupation  he  was  a  block-cutter, 
though  for  some  years  he  conducted  a  boot  and  shoe 
business  at  the  corner  of  Castleton  Avenue  and  State 
Street.  According  to  the  Directory  of  1882  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  former  trade,  but  in  1888  established  his 
own  shoe  store.  An  old  Staten  Island  booklet,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1896,  bore  mention  of  representative  business 
men  of  the  North  and  East  Shores,  of  whom  Mr. 
McCrum  was  one.  Treating  of  his  business  enter¬ 
prise,  the  booklet  said  in  part:  “Mr.  McCrum  has 
steadily  pushed  his  way  forward,  until  he  has  won 
an  enviable  name  for  honor  and  enterprise.  His 
neatly-fitted  store  contains  a  large  and  attractive  as¬ 
sortment  of  ladies,’  men’s,  and  children’s  footwear. 
He  is  a  native  of  Staten  Island  and  one  of  its  pro¬ 
gressive  and  honored  business  men.” 

Edward  McCrum,  Sr.,  married  Mary  Boyd,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  and  Margaret  (Watson)  Boyd,  and  of 
a  family  of  old  Staten  Islanders.  It  is  recorded  that 
Boyd’s  Hill,  Stapleton,  a  designation  for  the  high 
ground  along  Richmond  Road  near  the  head  of 
Wright  Street,  was  named  for  the  East  Shore  branch 
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of  the  family.  Other  Boyds  resided  in  West  New 
Brighton  and  along  various  parts  of  the  North  Shore. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCrum  were  the  parents  of  three 
sons:  Samuel  B.,  deceased;  Edward,  Jr.,  and  James 
H.  McCrum. 

Edward  McCrum,  Jr.,  was  born  in  West  New 
Brighton  on  January  7,  1890,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  within  his  home  com¬ 
munity.  He  then  attended  Curtis  High  School,  in 
the  meantime  being  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  the  Sulli¬ 
van  Pharmacy,  now  located  at  Victory  Boulevard 
and  Manor  Road.  With  high  school  education  com¬ 
pleted,  he  enrolled  at  Columbia  University,  College  of 
Pharmacy,  and  in  1910,  after  having  pursued  a  gen¬ 
eral  course  of  study,  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Graduate  in  Pharmacy.  As  a  registered  druggist, 
he  renewed  his  association  with  the  Sullivan  Phar¬ 
macy  and  for  the  next  six  years  was  thus  occupied. 
In  June,  1916,  he  and  his  brother,  James  H.  McCrum, 
founded  the  business  which  bears  their  name  at  the 
present  day  and  which  has  enjoyed  significant  suc¬ 
cess.  Their  establishment  is  located  at  No.  1051 
Castleton  Avenue. 

Edward  McCrum  has  become  strongly  identified 
with  affairs  of  a  financial,  civic  and  fraternal  nature 
on  Staten  Island.  He  is  a  director  of  the  West  New 
Brighton  Bank,  and  the  Staten  Island  Building  and 
Loan  Association.  The  Staten  Island  Rotary  Club, 
of  which  he  has  served  as  president,  and  the  Staten 
Island  Chamber  of  Commerce  number  him  among 
their  present  members.  He  is  also  affiliated  with 
Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons;  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and  the  Alumni  Associa¬ 
tion  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy  at  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity.  In  religious  worship  he  attends  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  of  Port  Richmond. 

James  H.  McCrum’s  birth  occurred  March  28, 
1894,  at  the  family  homestead,  West  New  Brighton. 
After  obtaining  a  primary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  district,  he  was  graduated  from 
Curtis  High  School.  He  then  took  a  special  course 
in  insurance  held  in  the  classrooms  of  the  Dwight 
School  in  Manhattan.  After  finishing  these  studies  he 
entered  the  insurance  business  and  continued  in  this 
line  of  endeavor  until  June,  1916,  when  he  became 
associated  with  his  brother  in  their  present  drug 
firm  under  the  name  of  McCrum  Brothers.  A  year 
later,  however,  he  enlisted  as  a  pharmacist  in  the 
United  States  Navy.  During  the  period  of  the  World 
War  and  for  months  following  the  armistice,  he  was 
thus  engaged,  acquiring  a  thorough  training  for  his 
profession.  Since  his  return  to  Staten  Island  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1919,  he  has  been  associated  with  his  brother 
in  the  aforementioned  business. 

Mr.  McCrum  is  also  active  in  public  affairs,  not 
only  in  his  home  district,  but  throughout  the  Island. 
He  is  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  Staten  Island  Lodge,  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Staten  Island 
Rotary  Club;  Slosson  Post  of  the  American  Legion; 
and  the  local  chamber  of  Commerce.  Within  his 
calling  he  is  identified  with  the  New  York  Pharma¬ 
ceutical  Association. 

James  H.  McCrum  was  married  on  January  17, 
1922,  to  Elizabeth  A.  Mohn,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Otto  Mohn,  former  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church 
of  Staten  Island  and  Reba  (Allen)  Mohn.  The  Rev. 
Mohn  and  his  wife  are  now  residents  of  Asbury 
Park,  New  Jersey. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCrum  reside  at  No.  57  Duer 
Lane,  Stapleton,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Edward  A. 
and  James  H.,  Jr. 


WILLIAM  HORRMANN — Among  the  substan¬ 
tial  citizens  of  Staten  Island  few,  perhaps,  were  better 
known  and  more  highly  respected  than  the  late  Wil¬ 
liam  Horrmann  of  Stapleton.  He  was  a  benefactor 
and  friend  to  the  community-at-large  and  an  ardent 
supporter  of  worthy  projects  and  movements  affect¬ 
ing  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens.  His  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  apparently  in  robust  health, 
after  an  illness  of  but  two  days,  came  as  a  distinct 
shock  and  was  the  occasion  for  many  deep  and  sincere 
expressions  of  sorrow  and  sympathy  from  the  many 
who  knew  him. 

William  Horrmann  was  born  in  the  borough  of 
Manhattan,  May  23,  1863,  the  son  of  August  and 
Pauline  (Beutter)  Horrmann,  both  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many,  the  former  of  Frankfort-on-Main,  and  the 
latter  of  Heydt.  August  Horrmann  came  to  this 
country  in  1856,  later  entered  the  export  business  in 
New  York  City,  subsequently  dealing  in  dairy  prod¬ 
ucts  and  the  manufacture  of  cheese.  With  some 
degree  of  success  he  continued  in  this  line  and  ac¬ 
cumulated  enough  capital  to  embark  in  the  business 
which  eventually  engaged  the  activities  of  himself  and 
his  three  sons,  William,  Charles,  and  August,  2d. 
Thus  in  1870  was  the  inception  of  one  of  this  com¬ 
munity’s  well  known  industrial  establishments,  that 
of  the  Atlantic  Brewery  at  Stapleton,  which  in  1890 
was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  Rubsam  and 
Horrmann  Brewing  Company.  Joseph  Rubsam.  the 
partner  of  August  Horrmann,  continued  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  until  his  death  about  1895,  when  the  properties 
were  taken  over  by  the  Horrmanns.  From  a  small 
beginning  the  plant  grew  until  it  became  one  of  the 
largest  breweries  in  Greater  New  York.  Not  only 
did  it  supply  local  trade  but  they  made  shipments 
into  New  Jersey,  Long  Island,  and  other  places.  With 
the  passing  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  in  1917, 
the  plant  was  converted  for  the  manufacture  of 
artificial  ice  and  cereal  beverages,  which  is  being 
carried  on  at  the  present  time. 

August  Horrmann  was  among  the  original  group 
of  solid  Germans  who  came  to  this  country  during 
the  period  of  the  famous  Carl  Schurz’s  time,  many 
of  whom  so  patriotically  rallied  to  the  cause  of  the 
North  in  Civil  War  days.  After  his  removal  to 
Staten  Island  in  1868,  August  Horrmann  took  a 
keen  interest  in  local  affairs.  He  did  considerable 
work  in  the  general  development  of  Stapleton  where 
he  resided  until  his  death  in  1900.  August  Horrmann 
married  Pauline  Beutter,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  William,  of  further  mention; 
Charles,  who  died  in  1925;  August,  now  connected 
with  the  Horrmann  interests;  Minnie,  who  married 
Adolph  Badenhausen;  Josephine,  deceased;  Emile, 
deceased;  and  Paulus,  who  married  Conrad  Uhl. 

William  Horrmann  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Stapleton  and  attended  the 
Brooklyn  Polytechnic  School.  His  father  then  sent 
him  abroad  to  Bavaria,  where  he  took  special  tech¬ 
nical  courses.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  became  em¬ 
ployed  with  Annhauser-Busch  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
and  with  other  large  breweries,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  chemistry  and 
the  brewing  of  grains.  Later  he  returned  to  Staten 
Island,  where  his  father  took  him  into  his  business, 
the  Rubsam  and  Horrmann  Brewing  Company.  After 
gaining  much  experience  in  its  various  departments 
he  became  brew-master  and  vice-president  of  the 
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company,  remaining  as  such  until  his  father’s  death 
in  1900.  He  then  succeeded  to  the  position  of  pres¬ 
ident,  which  office  he  administered  most  capably  until 
his  own  death,  June  5,  1927.  During  these  years, 
under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Horrmann  the  business 
and  property  expanded  and  passed  through  its  great¬ 
est  period  of  prosperity. 

Mr.  Horrmann  was  keenly  interested  in  all  mat¬ 
ters  pertaining  to  the  advancement  and  improvement 
of  Staten  Island.  Among  his  numerous  business 
affairs  he  was  the  holder  of  much  valuable  property; 
served  as  president  of  the  South  Atlantic  Realty 
Company;  was  a  trustee  of  the  Staten  Island  Savings 
Bank,  a  director  of  old  First  National  Bank  (now 
the  Corn  Exchange  Bank  Trust  Company),  and  a 
director  of  the  Stapleton  National  Bank.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Endowment  Fund  Committee  for  the 
building  of  Wagner  College,  and  during  the  World 
War  was  chairman  of  the  Liberty  Loan  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Second  Ward.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Staten 
Island  Civic  League,  the  New  York  Press  Club, 
and  a  trustee  of  the  Brewers  Board  of  Trade.  In 
his  political  preference  he  belonged  to  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  He  was  also  an  active  member  and 
once  Master  of  Klopstock  Lodge,  No.  760,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  and  he  was  a  trustee  of  St.  Paul’s 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Stapleton.  There 
were  many  movements  affecting  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  he  aided  from  time  to  time, 
but  in  a  private  and  unassuming  way. 

Mr.  Horrmann’s  hours  of  recreation  were  mostly 
spent  with  his  family  and  in  the  splendid  gardens  of 
his  beautiful  home  on  the  summit  of  Grymes  Hill, 
overlooking  the  bustling  town  of  Stapleton,  and  with 
its  magnificent  panorama  embracing  the  far  reaches 
of  the  island,  the  waters  of  New  York  Bay  and 
other  points  on  opposite  shores. 

William  Horrmann  married  in  Berlin,  Germany, 
October  29,  1896,  Frances  Haellmigk,  of  Berlin, 
Germany,  daughter  of  Curt  and  Sidonie  (Kieck) 
Haellmigk.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horrmann  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  six  children:  Frances,  the  wife  of  Dr.  O. 
G.  Finkle,  of  New  York;  Curt,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Rubsam  &  Horrmann;  Ellen;  Josephine; 
Ruth;  and  William,  Jr.  Mrs.  Horrmann  is  descended 
from  one  of  the  old  aristocratic  families  of  her  native 
country,  her  father  being  a  major  in  the  German 
army. 

The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Horrmann  occurred  June 
5,  1927,  at  a  time  when  he  had  made  all  preparations 
to  sail  for  Europe  with  his  family  to  visit  the  homes 
of  his  father  and  mother.  The  funeral  service  was 
conducted  by  Pastor  Frederick  Sutter  at  the  Evangel¬ 
ical  Lutheran  Church,  and  was  attended  by  relatives 
and  many  residents  of  Stapleton  and  vicinity.  There 
were  also  a  large  number  of  business  and  social  ac¬ 
quaintances  from  Manhattan  and  Brooklyn,  all  gathered 
to  pay  respect  to  a  citizen  of  worth  and  probity. 


WILLIAM  LUCAA — The  inspiration  to  attain  a 
position  in  life  that  is  distinctly  gratifying  both  in  its 
moral  and  material  value,  is  often  transmitted  from 
one  generation  to  another  by  inheritance  and  proper 
training  in  youth.  Particularly  is  this  true  of  Staten 
Island  residents  of  the  present  who,  having  viewed 
in  their  early  life  the  hard  work  and  sacrifice  of  their 
elders,  have  themselves  first  obtained  a  complete  and 
thorough  education  and  then  set  about  to  duplicate 
the  accomplishments  of  those  who  have  passed  before 
them.  An  exemplification  of  this  procedure  is  evi¬ 
denced  in  the  person  of  William  Lucaa,  of  Stapleton, 


whose  father,  William  F.  Lucaa,  was  the  first  of  this 
family  to  reside  on  Staten  Island. 

William  Lucaa,  son  of  William  F.  and  Charlotte 
(Hoyer)  Lucaa,  both  of  whom  were  of  German  de¬ 
scent,  was  born  in  Stapleton,  September  2,  1890.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Bremen,  Germany,  and  de¬ 
scended  from  distinguished  line  of  inhabitants  of  this 
historic  German  city.  The  elder  Lucaa  came  to  the 
United  States  fully  fifty  years  ago.  He  settled  first 
in  New  York  City  where  he  met  Charlotte  Hoyer, 
a  native  of  Pumerin,  Germany,  who  became  his  wife. 
They  tarried  but  a  short  time  in  Manhattan  before 
crossing  the  bay  to  Staten  Island  to  reside  per¬ 
manently,  and  where  after  accustoming  himself  to  his 
new  environment  he  entered  the  building  and  con¬ 
tracting  business. 

Years  of  hard  work  followed  for  Lucaa,  Sr.  but 
they  were  not  without  their  recompense,  for  he  be¬ 
came  one  of  Richmond’s  leading  contractors.  The 
continued  rapid  growth  of  the  island  and  the  cor¬ 
responding  improvement  of  land  holdings  were 
largely  fostered  by  builders  of  the  type  of  Mr.  Lucaa 
who  viewed  the  Staten  Island  of  the  future  as  a 
territory  embracing  well-built,  substantial  homes. 
They  did  their  work  well  with  the  result  that  many 
splendid  residences  which  were  constructed  by  them 
are  standing  today,  attesting  to  the  skill  and  care  of 
the  builders.  El  Paradiso,  located  on  Ward’s  Hill, 
was  one  of  these  mansions. 

The  Staten  Island  directory  of  1893-94  lists  Wil¬ 
liam  F.  Lucaa  as  a  carpenter  and  builder  residing  at 
Cornell  Place,  north  of  Vanderbilt  Avenue.  The  old 
Lucaa  homestead  stands  there  today. 

Besides  having  been  a  prominent  local  business  man, 
Mr.  Lucaa  was  identified  with  political,  fraternal  and 
educational  affairs  within  his  home  community.  Before 
the  consolidation  of  Richmond  Borough  with  the 
greater  City,  he  acted  as  school  commissioner.  He  was 
affiliated  with  the  Foresters  of  America,  and  with  the 
Benjamin  Brown  Lodge  of  the  Masonic  Order. 
Numerous  civic  organizations  numbered  him  among 
their  members  including  primarily,  the  local  civic 
board.  He  died  in  1905. 

William  Lucaa,  subject  of  this  review,  attended 
grammar  school  in  Stapleton  and  then  entered  Curtis 
High  School.  At  the  latter  institution  he  was  active 
in  athletics,  being  a  member  of  the  varsity  football 
and  baseball  teams.  It  was  his  belief  that  sports, 
especially  those  of  a  rugged  outdoor  nature,  should 
be  enjoyed  by  all,  and  that  students  should  participate 
in  them  as  much  as  possible,  rather  than  be  mere 
spectators. 

Upon  leaving  school  in  1907,  he  took  a  position 
with  the  Rubsam  and  Horrmann  Brewing  Company 
in  Stapleton  and  has  now  been  connected  with  this 
concern  for  twenty-three  years.  Naturally,  his  first 
years  of  work  found  him  striving  to  fill  posts  of  impor¬ 
tance,  but  which  in  every  endeavor  comprise  the 
stepping  stones  to  higher  and  more  remunerative 
jobs.  Rising  gradually  in  several  different  depart¬ 
ments  and  by  mastering  the  responsibilities  placed 
upon  him,  his  ability  was  recognized.  His  appoint¬ 
ment  as  assistant  manager  came  in  January,  1918,  a 
position  he  filled  until  June  1,  1919,  when  the  post  of 
general  manager  of  the  plant  was  tendered  him.  The 
concern,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers  of 
cereal  beverages,  also  engages  in  an  extensive  whole¬ 
sale  ice  business.  A  subsidiary  of  the  Rubsam  and 
Horrmann  Brewing  Company  is  C.  Horrmann  and 
Company,  Inc.,  specialty  jobbers,  of  which  Mr.  Lucaa 
is  vice-president. 

Mr.  Lucaa  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Infantry 
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April  30,  1918,  and  was  sent  to  an  Officers’  Train¬ 
ing  School  at  Camp  Lee,  Petersburg,  Virginia,  where 
he  duly  received  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant, 
but  was  not  assigned  to  a  definite  post  due  to  the 
close  of  the  war  in  November.  He  received  his 
honorary  discharge  in  that  month  and  now  holds  the 
same  rank  with  the  Officers’  Reserve  Corps,  Infantry 
Branch.  He  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars  and  is  affiliated  with  the  American 
Legion. 

In  his  fraternal  associations  Mr.  Lucaa  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  471,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
and  Empire  Commandery,  Knights  Templar.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Mayor  Walker’s  Welcome  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Kels  Realty  Corporation 
of  which  he  is  treasurer,  the  Gotham  Estates,  the 
St.  George  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  which 
he  is  a  past  president,  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  which  he  serves  on  the  membership 
committee,  and  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts 
and  Sciences.  In  his  religious  persuasion  he  is  a 
member  of  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  Church  in  Stapleton. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Lucaa  took  place  on  Jan¬ 
uary  19,  1924,  to  Augustine  Rose  Schmidt,  daughter 
of  the  late  Max  and  Rose  (Meyer)  Schmidt.  On 
her  paternal  side  she  is  of  an  old  Staten  Island  family, 
residing  principally  in  the  Fort  Wadsworth  section. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Staten  Island  Needle  Club, 
and  the  local  chapter  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star. 
The  presidency  of  the  Ladies’  Auxiliary  of  the  Vet¬ 
erans  of  Foreign  Wars,  and  the  holding  of  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  State  conductress  within  the  State  organiza¬ 
tion  are  other  offices  for  which  she  has  been  chosen. 
Besides  being  active  in  the  service  of  civic  organiza¬ 
tions  here,  both  she  and  her  husband  have  acted  as 
leaders  in  hospital  drives  and  in  the  work  of  other 
philanthropic  societies. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lucaa  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  John,  and  Constantine,  both  born  on  Staten 
Island.  The  Lucaa  home  is  located  at  No.  20  Has- 
brouck  Hill,  Dongan  Hills. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  PERRY— As  a  civic 
leader  and  veteran  fireman  Mr.  Perry  holds  a  promi¬ 
nent  place  in  the  public  life  of  Staten  Island.  He 
is  now  city  marshal  attached  to  the  Second  District 
Municipal  Court,  and  president  of  the  Edgewater 
Department  of  the  Veteran  Volunteer  Firemen’s  As¬ 
sociation.  In  years  past  he  has  been  prominent  in 
such  activities  and  before  this  a  rugged  skipper  of 
the  seas  which  he  followed  for  a  long  period. 

Born  on  May  24,  1867,  son  of  Edwin  and  Sarah 
(Edgar)  Perry,  of  Madison  Street,  Manhattan,  he 
came  into  the  world  at  a  time  when  New  York  was 
just  shaking  off  the  effects  of  the  war  with  the 
South.  He  was  only  eleven  years  old  when  his 
parents  died  within  a  year  of  each  other,  and  he  was 
forced  to  fight  life’s  battles  for  himself.  He  had 
one  brother,  Edward  C.  Perry,  who  lived  on  Staten 
Island  and  subsequently  in  Summit,  New  Jersey, 
also  a  seafaring  man,  who  died  in  1921. 

The  father,  Edwin  Perry,  had  been  a  seaman  him¬ 
self,  wrecking  master  for  the  maritime  division. 
Having  gone  out  during  the  American  Civil  War 
as  captain  of  the  49th  New  York  Engineers,  he 
came  back  with  the  rank  of  major,  reentered  the 
wrecking  business,  and  died  about  1878. 

It  was  only  natural,  considering  his  early  associa¬ 
tions,  that  George  W.  Perry  should  have  felt  the 
urge  to  go  to  sea.  He  first  put  out  to  sea  as  a 


young  boy,  and  as  a  result  of  his  love  for  the  sailor’s 
life  he  won  honor  after  honor  and  finally  arrived  at 
the  station  which  he  had  been  striving  to  attain — 
that  of  master.  He  has  told  one  or  two  stories  of 
the  adventure  and  romance  he  met  with  while  sail¬ 
ing  the  seas.  On  his  book  shelves  he  has  a  little 
volume,  “The  Fate  of  the  Schooner  Louise  H.  Rand¬ 
all,”  a  story  of  a  fine  four-masted  schooner  on  her 
maiden  voyage  with  a  crew  of  eleven  men  and  one 
woman,  Louise  H.  Randall.  The  vessel  ran  into  a  heavy 
storm  off  Mastic,  Long  Island,  according  to  the  tale, 
and  was  torn  to  pieces  when  the  swirling  waters 
dashed  it  again  and  again  against  the  rocks.  The 
twelve  occupants  had  practically  lost  hope;  Captain 
William  Randall  had  signaled  repeatedly  with  rockets 
and  other  devices — it  was  midnight — but  all  in  vain. 
Then,  suddenly,  out  of  the  dark,  _there  came  a  wreck¬ 
ing  boat;  and  in  the  moments  that  followed,  Louise 
H.  Randall,  Captain  Randall,  and  ten  members  of 
their  crew  were  saved.  When  the  affair  was  ended, 
eight  men  were  listed  for  their  bravery  on  that  awful 
midnight  of  November  29,  1893;  and  among  the 
eight  was  George  W.  Perry. 

In  1895,  as  a  master  of  a  vessel,  Mr.  Perry  again 
proved  himself  a  hero.  When  his  ship  was  disabled  and 
damaged  by  the  wind  and  breakers  in  the  Oregon 
inlet,  North  Carolina,  he  ordered  his  crew  to  take  to 
the  life-boats,  and  in  these  light  boats  they  drifted 
about  four  days  before  a  favorable  tide  washed  them 
up  on  North  Carolina  beach.  As  skipper,  he  always 
preferred  fishing  to  other  types  of  work,  and  at 
different  times  he  headed  three  large  fishing  schooners, 
the  “J.  F.  Becker,”  the  “Augusta  Johnston”  and 
the  “Lila  B.  Fernald.”  Pie  received  for  a  catch  of 
bluefish  the  highest  price  that  the  Fulton  Market,  of 
Manhattan,  ever  paid  for  a  catch — $3,069. 

George  W.  Perry  first  took  up  his  residence  on 
Staten  Island  in  1871.  In  1882,  he  joined  the  Relief 
Hose  Company,  No.  2,  served  as  a  volunteer  fire¬ 
man  and  foreman  of  that  company  for  fifteen  years. 
His  record  won  the  attention  of  other  fire-fighters, 
and  at  different  times  he  has  served  in  important  posi¬ 
tions  with  the  Veteran  Volunteer  Firemen’s  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  was  elected  to  different  posts  in  the 
Edgewater  Department,  and  finally,  in  1915,  to  the 
presidency.  Year  after  year  since  then,  he  has  been 
returned  to  the  presiding  office  of  this  department. 
When  the  Benevolent  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association 
was  organized  in  1913,  he  was  made  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  and  he  served  with  that  board 
until  1915.  His  first  important  position  with  the 
Edgewater  Department  he  obtained  in  1898 — that 
of  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  Since  the 
meeting  of  1900,  Mr.  Perry  has  not  missed  a  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  State  convention  in  1914,  and  in 
1923  represented  Edgewater  at  the  Southern  New 
York  gathering.  Not  only  is  Mr.  Perry  active  in 
firemen’s  circles,  but  in  a  political  way  as  well.  On 
November,  1910,  he  was  appointed  by  Mayor  Gaynor 
city  marshal,  which  post  he  still  maintains  with  his 
office  at  7 1  Targee  Street,  Stapleton.  He  has  been 
the  leader  of  his  district  for  the  last  twenty-two 
years  as  a  member  of  the  Democratic  County  Com¬ 
mittee.  Each  year  since  his  appointment  to  this 
committee,  he  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the 
election  campaigns  waged  on  Staten  Island.  He  is 
also  active  in  a  social  way,  having  helped  in  1905 
to  organize  the  Cherokee  Club,  of  which  he  was 
president  from  1908  until  1912.  In  1909  he  entered 
the  Blue  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
when  he  received  his  degrees  in  Beacon  Light  Lodge. 
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Mr.  Perry  is  not  the  type  of  man  whose  honors  have 
come  to  him  because  he  has  pushed  himself  forward, 
but  one  rather  who  has  succeeded  because  of  his 
excellent  traits  of  personality  and  personal  character. 

In  1894,  George  W.  Perry  married  Mary  E. 
Brower,  of  Beach  Street,  Stapleton,  a  native  Staten 
Islander,  daughter  of  George  A.  and  Ella  (Brady) 
Brower.  Mrs.  Perry’s  father  was  a  carpenter  and 
builder  in  Stapleton,  and  she  is  one  of  the  leading 
women  of  the  island,  well  liked  and  highly  respected, 
and  has  gone  through  all  the  chairs  of  the  Woman’s 
Auxiliary  of  the  Foresters  of  America. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  x.  George  W.,  who  during  the  World  War 
rendered  service  to  his  country  as  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Navy.  He  is  a  member  of  Tappan 
Post  of  the  American  Legion,  and  treasurer  of  the 
Calumet  Council  and  member  of  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons.  His  wife  was  Gertrude  Heil,  of 
Rosebank,  and  they  live  at  Maplewood,  New  Jersey, 
and  have  children,  George,  Robert,  and  Marilyn. 
2.  Ella,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  Bull,  of 
Newburgh,  New  York,  lives  at  No.  204  Dongan 
Street,  West  New  Brighton,  and  they  have  one 
child,  James.  3.  Edgar  P.,  who  was  born  in  1903, 
lives  at  home  with  his  parents,  and  is  engaged  in 
business. 


FRANK  H.  INNES— A  resident  here  for  more 
than  thirty  years  and  a  prominent  member  of  the 
legal  profession  in  Richmond  Borough,  Mr.  Innes 
has  also  become  closely  identified  with  the  civic  life 
of  this  community.  He  is  a  former  president  of  the 
Richmond  County  Bar  Association,  was  once  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  district  attorney’s  staff  of  this  county,  and 
is  equally  versed  in  corporate  and  criminal  law.  He 
acts  as  counselor  and  advisor  for  various  local  bank¬ 
ing  institutions  and  public  service  corporations. 

Mr.  Innes,  on  his  paternal  side,  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
extraction,  the  first  member  of  the  family  to  come  to 
America  having  been  his  great-great-grandfather,  a 
native  of  Northern  Ireland.  This  early  representa¬ 
tive,  whose  given  name  is  unknown,  was  the  son  of  a 
country  gentleman,  and  after  his  father’s  death  the 
family  estate  was  transferred  to  the  eldest  son  of  the 
family  by  right  of  primogeniture.  As  a  consequence 
the  young  man  ran  away  from  home.  He  crossed  the 
ocean  in  a  sailing  vessel,  landed  at  Nova  Scotia, 
married,  and  had  a  son,  John  Innes,  born  in  that 
country. 

John  Innes  in  turn  was  the  father  of  a  son,  Henry 
Innes,  born  October  23,  1782.  The  latter  journeyed 
southward  to  the  United  States  about  1800,  first 
located  on  Long  Island  and  subsequently  secured 
employment  in  Schenectady,  New  York,  and  lived 
there  for  a  time.  He  married  in  1806,  Nancy  Van 
de  Bogart  of  Holland-Dutch  descent,  and  for  four 
years  they  resided  in  Schoharie  County,  this  State. 
Their  last  residence  was  in  Genesee  County,  in  West¬ 
ern  New  York,  where  it  is  thought  Mr.  Innes  fol¬ 
lowed  farming  as  an  occupation. 

Henry  and  Nancy  (Van  de  Bogart)  Innes  were  the 
parents  of  Harmon  Innes,  who  busied  himself  in 
agricultural  pursuits  and  lived  in  Alexander,  Gene¬ 
see  County.  His  wife  was  Mary  Lewis,  the  daughter 
of  Lewis  and  Ann  (Lewis)  Lewis,  of  Welsh  descent, 
all  having  been  born  in  Wales.  Frank  H.  Innes,  of 
whom  this  review  chiefly  relates,  was  born  of  this 
marriage,  the  other  children  being:  Olive,  deceased; 
Alice,  Grace  and  Lewis,  all  residing  in  Batavia,  New 
York.  Both  Alice  and  Grace  are  identified  as  teachers 
with  the  public  school  system  of  Batavia. 


Frank  H.  Innes  was  born  May  10,  1867,  at  Alex¬ 
ander,  New  York.  As  a  youth  he  attended  the  Ba¬ 
tavia  Union  School,  and  following  his  graduation 
became  engaged  as  a  teacher.  He  was  thus  occupied 
for  two  years  when  he  decided  upon  a  law  career.  He 
began  his  preparation  for  the  legal  profession  by 
reading  law  in  the  office  of  Frank  S.  Wood  of  Ba¬ 
tavia,  after  which,  for  a  period  of  more  than  five 
years,  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  secretary  to  Justice 
Corlett  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  city  of  Buffalo. 
The  next  association  wherein  Mr.  Innes  was  enabled 
to  gain  an  intimate  insight  into  legal  practice  and 
wherein  he  made  material  progress  as  a  student  of 
law,  was  with  the  firm  of  Calkins  and  Forsyth  in 
that  city.  His  admittance  to  the  bar  took  place  in 
the  month  of  June,  1892,  and  in  the  following  year  he 
was  appointed  city  attorney  of  Niagara  Falls.  He 
resided  there  from  1893  until  1899  and  then  came  to 
Staten  Island  where  he  established  his  residence. 

Mr.  Innes’  career  as  a  local  attorney  has  encom¬ 
passed  approximately  thirty-one  years,  all  of  which 
have  been  productive  of  continued  success  before  the 
bar.  He  has  lent  counsel  to  several  local  corporations 
besides  being  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
criminal  law  in  this  borough.  From  1910  until  1919 
he  served  as  assistant  district  attorney  of  Fichmond 
County  and  altogether,  has  come  to  be  recognized  as 
a  most  able  counselor  and  a  man  of  wide  influence. 
Since  its  inception  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  has  numbered  him  among  its  active  members, 
and  he  held  office  as  its  president  for  two  years.  He 
has  acted  as  chairman  of  the  advisory  board  of  the 
local  branch  of  the  American  Trust  Company;  coun¬ 
sel  for  the  New  York  and  Richmond  Gas  Company, 
and  for  the  past  twelve  years  lias  been  president  of 
the  New  Brighton  Savings  and  Loan  Association. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Tyrian  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  is  also  identified  with  the 
Staten  Island  Club. 

Mr.  Innes  married  on  December  29,  1896,  Cecilia 
Agnes  (Byrnes)  Packard,  daughter  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Levine)  Byrnes,  of  Rochester,  New  York. 
By  her  previous  marriage  to  Charles  R.  Packard, 
Mrs.  Innes  had  two  children:  A  son,  Charles  R.,  Jr., 
now  deceased,  who  married  Kathryn  Clark  of  New 
Brighton,  and  a  daughter,  Emma  C.,  now  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Williamson  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York.  Mrs. 
Innes  also  has  ten  grandchildren  as  follows:  George, 
Charles  R.,  Ruth,  Cecelia,  Jeanette,  Richard,  and 
Frank,  all  children  of  Charles  R.  and  Kathryn 
(Clark)  Packard;  and  Richard,  William  H.,  and 
Mary  Elizabeth,  born  to  William  and  Emma  C. 
(Packard)  Williamson.  Three  of  her  grandchildren 
are  likewise  married:  George  Packard  married  Helen 
Santry  of  New  Brighton  and  is  the  father  of  a 
daughter  Elaine;  Ruth  is  the  mother  of  one  son, 
Donald,  by  her  marriage  to  Frederick  Franzwick  of 
Stapleton;  and  Cecilia,  and  her  husband,  Frederick 
Pearl,  of  Brooklyn,  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  George. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Innes  reside  at  No.  94  Clinton  Avenue, 
New  Brighton,  and  within  this  home  the  former 
possesses  one  of  the  most  complete  private  libraries 
dealing  with  the  subject  of  law  that  can  be  found 
in  this  country.  Mr.  Innes’  law  office  is  at  No.  42 
Richmond  Terrace,  St.  George. 


FELIX  GEORGE  FRITSCHE— For  three  de¬ 
cades  a  resident  of  Staten  Island,  and  for  several 
years  president  of  the  Staten  Island  Travel  Bureau, 
which  furnishes  information  and  valuable  service 
to  those  planning  journeys  to  foreign  lands,  Mr. 
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Fritsche  is  rendering  an  aid  to  the  citizens  of  this 
community  that  facilitates  certain  special  needs  to  its 
increasing  population. 

The  family  of  Fritsche  was  anciently  seated  in 
Saxony,  Germany,  where  Felix  Fritsche,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  our  Staten  Island  resident,  spent  the  fore¬ 
part  of  his  life.  He  brought  his  family  to  the  United 
States  in  1857  and  settled  in  New  York  City.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  that 
conflict  under  the  illustrious  General  Thomas. 

His  son,  Felix,  born  in  Saxony  in  1848,  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York 
City.  Upon  completion  of  his  studies  he  learned  the 
wholesale  and  retail  tobacco  business  under  a  Mr. 
Sinsheimer  in  New  York.  He  subsequently  entered 
this  business  on  his  own  initiative  and  continued  with 
success  until  his  retirement  in  1914.  After  his  removal 
to  Astoria,  Long  Island,  he  became  a  leader  in  the 
Republican  party,  and  was  elected  an  alderman,  later 
being  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  city  treasurer  and 
for  Congress  from  his  district,  but  was  unsuccessful 
in  this  overwhelmingly  Democratic  region.  Upon  the 
consolidation  of  the  five  different  counties  into  the 
Greater  City  of  New  York,  he  was  nominated  for 
Borough  President  of  Queens,  but  again  the  tide 
of  opposition  votes  was  against  him.  This,  however, 
did  not  subdue  his  civic  ardor  for  his  home  com¬ 
munity,  for  in  association  with  other  public-spirited 
men  on  Long  Island,  he  went  to  Albany  to  present 
to  the  State  Legislature  the  idea  of  building  a  bridge 
from  Queensboro  over  Blackwells  Island  to  Man¬ 
hattan,  now  known  as  the  “Queensboro  Bridge.” 

While  living  in  New  York  Mr.  Fritsche  was  a 
member  of  Pastor  Wenners’  Lutheran  Church  at 
East  19th  Street  and  Second  Avenue,  and  since  resid¬ 
ing  in  Astoria  he  has  been  a  member  of  Trinity 
Lutheran  Church.  He  has  served  the  church  as  a 
teacher  of  Sunday  school  classes  and  has  always  been 
active  in  the  work  of  the  congregation. 

Felix  Fritsche  married  in  December,  1874,  Elise 
Schrader,  daughter  of  William  and  Sophia  (Schner- 
ing)  Schrader,  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fritsche  became  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Felix  George,  of  present  record;  George 
Henry,  and  Henry  Garfield  Fritsche.  Mrs.  Fritsche 
passed  away  in  February,  1916,  survived  by  her 
husband. 

Felix  George  Fritsche’s  birth  occurred  in  Astoria, 
Long  Island,  on  September  20,  1875.  After  receiv¬ 
ing  his  preliminary  education  at  public  school,  he 
attended  the  New  York  City  high  and  preparatory 
schools  at  night,  augmenting  this  training  with  a  course 
of  study  at  the  New  York  Law  School.  During  his 
academic  career,  in  December,  1891,  he  became  em¬ 
ployed  as  office  boy  in  the  travel  department  of 
Oelrichs  and  Company,  New  York,  American  agents 
for  the  North  German  Lloyd  Steamship  Lines.  He 
continued  in  this  service  until  March,  19*5)  when 
the  organization  was  dissolved  after  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  years  existence.  While  associated  with 
this  company,  Felix  G.  Fritsche  made  voyages  to 
Europe  in  1900  and  1905,  these  trips  proving  of 
appreciable  value  to  him  in  his  business  and  in  the 
undertaking  he  is  presently  conducting. 

Mr.  Fritsche’s  next  association  was  with  Lange 
and  Company,  Export  and  Import  Agents.  In  No¬ 
vember,  1922,  in  association  with  others,  he  organized 
the  Staten  Island  Travel  Bureau,  Incorporated,  of 
which  he  is  president.  The  offices  of  this  firm  are 
at  No.  56  Bay  Street,  St.  George.  He  came  to  Staten 
Island  in  1900,  and  has  made  his  home  here  ever 
since  enjoying  both  his  relation  to  local  business  and 
to  community  interests. 


During  the  Spanish-American  War  Mr.  Fritsche 
was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Militia.  Besides 
being  a  charter  member  of  the  local  Kiwanis  Club 
of  which  he  was  once  secretary,  he  is  chairman  of 
the  educational  committee  of  that  body.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Steuben  Club,  and  the  Veterans  of  the 
23d  Regiment,  New  York  National  Guard.  He  is 
identified  with  Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  Stapleton,  and  is  president  of  the  Men’s  Club  of 
that  church.  Civic  movements  of  worthy  purport  have 
always  received  his  earnest  support  and  aid. 


ROBERT  T.  MacNAUGHTON— A  lineal  de¬ 
scendant  of  distinguished  ancestors,  whose  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  good  citizenship  in  this 
country  from  the  early  founding  of  both  the  Plymouth 
and  Salem  colonies  to  the  present  day  was  both  gen¬ 
erous  and  sustaining,  the  late  Robert  T.  MacNaugh- 
ton  of  West  New  Brighton  helped  to  perpetuate  the 
family  name  in  a  most  worthy  manner.  Mr.  Mac- 
Naughton,  who  was  recognized  as  a  leader  in  real 
estate  circles  on  Staten  Island,  was  a  man  whose 
honesty  of  purpose  and  deep  sincerity  won  him  the 
high  esteem  of  the  local  citizenry. 

Mr.  MacNaughton,  on  the  maternal  side  of  his 
ancestry,  was  of  the  eleventh  generation  of  his  fam¬ 
ily  in  America.  He  was  both  a  direct  descendant  of 
the  celebrated  Elder  Brewster  (William  Brewster) 
of  Plymouth  Colony  fame,  and  of  Captain  Nathaniel 
Turner,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Salem  Colony. 
Included  also  within  his  lineage  were  other  families 
of  prominence  in  Southern  New  England,  who  were 
early  settlers  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  such 
as  the  Fosdicks,  Wolcotts,  Nashes,  and  Allings.  The 
MacNaughton  family  is  of  Scotch  origin,  and  had 
its  inception  in  this  country  about  a  century  and  a 

quarter  ago.  . 

In  tracing  the  maternal  line  of  descent,  we  begin 
with  Elder  Brewster  who  was  born  in  Scrooby,  Eng¬ 
land,  in  1560.  The  head  of  a  sturdy  band  of  pilgrims 
who  desired  to  worship  in  their  own  right,  he  sailed 
with  his  followers  on  the  “Mayflower”  from  Hol¬ 
land  in  1620,  landing  eventually  in  Plymouth,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  Here,  he  and  his  group  of  followers 
established  and  developed  historic  Plymouth  Colony, 
where  he  served  for  several  years  as  religious  leader, 
chief  legislator  and  foremost  councilor.  He  had  been 
married  in  England  and  to  his  marriage  one  son, 
Jonathan,  was  born.  Elder  Brewster  died  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  April  17,  1627. 

Jonathan  Brewster,  born  in  Scrooby,  England,  on 
August  12,  1593,  was  married  April  10,  1624,  to 
Lucretia  Oldham  of  Darby,  born  March  4,  1598- 
They  were  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Mary  Brew- 
ster. 

Mary  Brewster,  born  at  Plymouth,  April  16,  1027, 
married  on  November  10,  1645*  John  Turner,  son 
of  Humphrey  Turner.  To  this  marriage  a  son, 
Ezekiel,  was  born. 

Ezekiel  Turner,  son  of  Humphrey  and  Mary 
(Brewster)  Turner,  was  born  January  16,  1653  or 
1654.  He  married  on  December  26,  1678,  Susanna 
Keeny,  and  their  daughter  was  Susanna  Turner. 

Susanna  Turner  was  married  at  New  London,  Con¬ 
necticut,  on  July  13,  1706,  to  Samuel  Fosdick,  born 
at  New  London,  September  18,  1684,  died  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  22,  1753.  They  had  a  daughter,  Mercy  Fos¬ 
dick. 

Mercy  Fosdick  was  born  in  1707,  and  was  married 
on  May  27,  1725  to  Samuel  Wolcott.  He  was  born  in 
1700,  and  died  in  1751.  To  this  marriage  was  born 
a  son,  William  Wolcott. 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


166 


William  Wolcott,  baptized  August  16,  1730,  died 
February  25,  1782.  His  wife  was  Phoebe  Ailing, 
born  in  Allington  near  New  Haven,  on  October  29, 
1733-35.  died  at  New  Haven,  April  23,  1788.  Wil¬ 
liam  Wolcott  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  He  was  of  the  family  of  Roger  Wolcott, 
first  Governor  of  Connecticut,  and  was  descended 
from  Henry  Wolcott,  who  came  to  America  in  1630 
and  settled  at  Dorchester,  Massachusetts.  Later  he 
removed  to  Windsor,  Connecticut.  The  birthplace  of 
Henry  Wolcott  was  Golden  Manor  Tolland,  Somer¬ 
setshire,  England,  and  he  at  one  time  held  a  com¬ 
mission  from  the  Crown.  To  William  Wolcott  and 
his  wife  a  daughter,  Rebecca,  was  born. 

Rebecca  Wolcott  was  born  at  New  Haven,  August 
18,  1759;  died  at  Ivinderhook,  New  York,  July  26, 
1838.  Her  husband  was  Jabez  Turner,  whom  she 
married  in  New  Haven,  October  29,  1778.  He  was 
born  at  Bristol,  Pennsylvania,  on  January  31,  1756, 
and  died  at  Monticello,  Illinois,  December  12,  1846. 
Their  son  was  Bela  Turner. 

Bela  Turner  was  born  at  Hampden,  Connecticut, 
April  16,  1788,  died  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  Novem¬ 
ber  3,  1879.  He  married  Mary  Bradley  Nash,  who 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  May  4,  1794.  She  died  at 
Jackson,  Michigan,  November  3,  1863.  To  him  and  his 
wife  eight  children  were  born :  Mary,  of  whom 
further;  Eliza,  Susan,  Sarah,  Douglas,  George,  Cor¬ 
nelia,  and  Henry. 

Mary  Turner,  eldest  of  the  family,  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Jackson,  and  later  in  life  married 
Dr.  Moses  A.  MacNaughton,  son  of  Alexander  and 
Isabella  (Watson)  MacNaughton,  and  of  a  family 
of  Scotch  descent,  native  to  Argyleshire.  The  Mac¬ 
Naughton  family  was  first  represented  in  America 
about  1800,  its  members  being  for  the  most  part 
engaged  in  professional  and  farming  endeavors  in 
Southern  New  York. 

Dr.  Moses  A.  MacNaughton  was  born  at  Argyle, 
Washington  County,  New  York,  in  1813.  He  obtained 
his  early  education  in  native  schools  followed  by 
further  study  at  Union  College  at  Schenectady,  New 
York.  From  the  latter  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  1840  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  and 
then  went  to  Jackson,  Michigan,  where  he  com¬ 
menced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  After  twelve  years  of  professional 
endeavor,  he  turned  his  attention  to  real  estate  and 
continued  in  this  for  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  was 
widely  known  and  appreciated  as  a  citizen  of  enduring 
loyalty  and  high  principle,  who  dedicated  his  life 
to  the  welfare  of  fellow-residents  of  Jackson  and  to 
the  betterment  of  the  community-at-large.  He  was 
often  characterized  as  “the  city’s  greatest  optimist,” 
having  an  assurance  and  faith  in  Jackson’s  develop¬ 
ment  that  were  readily  transmitted  to  his  son.  For 
some  years  the  elder  MacNaughton  served  as  mayor 
of  Jackson,  and  was  twice  elected  as  member  of  the 
Assembly  within  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  one 
of  the  prime  movers  of  the  Grand  River  Valley  Rail¬ 
road  and  also  the  Adrian  Jackson  Branch  of  the 
Lake  Shore  and  the  Air  Line  Division  of  the  Michi¬ 
gan  Central.  He  served  as  president  of  the  Grand 
River  Company  for  some  time. 

Dr.  Moses  A.  and  Mary  (Turner)  MacNaughton 
were  the  parents  of  a  daughter  and  two  sons:  1. 
Mary  I.,  who  married  James  W.  Blakely.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1927,  at  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania. 
2.  Archibald,  also  deceased,  was  a  resident  of  Seattle, 
Washington,  where  he  was  associated  with  the  gov¬ 
ernment  fisheries.  3.  Robert  T.,  of  present  record. 
Dr.  Moses  A.  MacNaughton’s  death  occurred  in 
1901,  and  that  of  his  wife’s  about  1887. 


Robert  T.  MacNaughton  was  born  in  Jackson, 
Michigan,  October  15,  1856.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  after 
which  he  voyaged  to  Europe  in  order  to  complete  a 
thorough  course  of  training  in  the  leading  univer¬ 
sities  of  that  continent.  France  and  Germany  were 
the  two  countries  selected  for  this  pursuit  of  higher 
education  and  following  the  termination  of  these 
courses  he  returned  to  the  United  States.  Traveling 
westward  to  his  native  State  he  forthwith  entered 
Michigan  State  University  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1879  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 

Having  assimilated  a  splendid  liberal  education, 
Mr.  MacNaughton  then  became  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  latter’s  real  estate  business  which  by 
that  time  had  gained  prominence  as  one  of  the  largest 
of  its  kind  in  Jackson.  After  obtaining  an  ample 
knowledge  of  this  profession,  principally  through  his 
father’s  tutelage,  the  younger  MacNaughton  was 
enabled  to  shoulder  much  of  the  responsibility  that 
the  management  of  the  firm  entailed.  He  also  assumed 
posts  of  trust  within  the  civic  structure  of  his  home 
town,  becoming  secretary  of  various  organizations 
which  were  active  in  the  promotion  of  public  welfare 
movements.  These  bodies  were  virtually  the  fore¬ 
runners  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Jackson, 
as  they  were  vested  with  similar  duties  and  accom¬ 
plished  similar  ends. 

In  1909  Robert  MacNaughton  journeyed  eastward 
and  settled  on  Staten  Island  where  the  remainder 
of  his  life  was  spent.  Like  many  others  of  his  call¬ 
ing  in  this  borough,  he  foresaw  the  possibilities  of 
developing  a  comparatively  unexploited  territory  into 
fine  residential  sections  and  immediately  set  about  to 
do  his  share  in  bringing  about  such  a  transformation. 
He  became  connected  with  the  real  estate  firm  of 
Moffat  and  Schwab,  and  labored  long  and  stead¬ 
fastly  in  their  interests.  The  support  he  had  lent  to 
worthwhile  civic  and  charitable  enterprises  in  the 
mid-western  city  of  his  birth,  was  transferred  with 
added  strength  to  his  adopted  borough.  He  was 
identified  strongly  with  organizations  within  his  pro¬ 
fession  here  and  with  civic  developments  allied  closely 
with  his  business  activities. 

Robert  T.  MacNaughton  was  married  in  May, 
1880,  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  to  Elizabeth  Potter,  a 
member  of  a  prominent  Rhode  Island  family,  and  a 
daughter  of  Vivaldi  W.  and  Eliza  (Conely)  Potter. 
To  this  union  four  daughters  and  one  son  were  born: 
1.  Edith,  who  is  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Lubimoff,  of 
Paris.  2.  Ruth,  a  resident  of  New  Canaan,  Con¬ 
necticut.  3.  Mary,  deceased.  4.  Helen,  who  lives  at 
West  Point,  New  York.  5.  Donald,  associated  with 
the  Cornelius  B.  Kolff  Realty  Company  of  Staten 
Island. 

Mr.  MacNaughton’s  death  occurred  in  November, 
1928,  funeral  services  being  held  from  the  family 
residence  at  No.  364  Bard  Avenue,  West  New 
Brighton.  Interment  followed  in  Jackson,  Michi¬ 
gan.  In  tribute  to  his  memory  the  Jackson  “Citizen 
Press,”  a  leading  newspaper,  paid  a  distinct  com¬ 
pliment  to  his  worth  as  a  citizen  and  accorded  gen¬ 
erous  praise  to  the  family  as  a  whole.  The  article 
stated  that  Mr.  MacNaughton  had  been  in  poor 
health  for  more  than  a  year  prior  to  his  demise  and 
that  he  had  endured  his  illness  with  a  patience  and 
philosophy  which  was  characteristic  of  his  nature. 
The  article  also  said  in  part:  “While  for  over  a 
generation  this  city  was  not  the  home  of  any  of  the 
family,  it  will  never  be  without  monuments  to  its 
interest  and  helpfulness  in  the  early  life  of  Jackson.” 

The  “Staten  Island  Advance”  in  giving  account 
of  Mr.  MacNaughton’s  life  on  Staten  Island  and  his 
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interests  here,  also  paid  tribute  to  his  staunchness 
of  character  as  follows :  “Though  naturally  of  a  retir¬ 
ing  disposition  he  was  a  most  genial  companion  and 
greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  while  the  forti¬ 
tude  and  strength  of  character  displayed  during  his 
long  illness  won  him  universal  admiration  and  respect.” 

In  addition  to  his  widow,  three  daughters,  and  a 
son,  Mr.  MacNaughton  is  survived  by  three  grand¬ 
children,  Mrs.  Kurt  Breidspecher  of  Mexico,  Dale 
Bowen  of  California,  and  Kathleen  Bowen  of  Staten 
Island. 


HERMANN  CONRAD  HAGEDORN— “As  soon 

as  I  saw  Staten  Island  I  stayed  there.  I  thought  it 
was  too  beautiful  a  place  to  leave.”  Thus  recently 
spoke  Hermann  C.  Hagedorn,  a  youthful  gentleman  of 
eighty-seven,  who  had  been  a  resident  here  for 
the  past  sixty- four  years,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  citizens  of  this  community.  Reserved 
in  manner  and  speech,  with  penetrating  yet  kindly 
eyes,  and  with  a  quiet  vein  of  humor  running  close 
to  the  surface,  Mr.  Hagedorn  was  truly  characteristic 
of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Old  School.  By  unusual  con¬ 
scientious  devotion  to  his  duties,  inspired  by  high 
ideals  of  business  conduct,  through  the  long  years  he 
had  climbed  to  his  responsible  position  with  the  Staten 
Island  Savings  Bank  he  had  won  the  respect  of  his 
fellowmen. 

Mr.  Hagedorn  was  born  October  24,  1843,  in  Gal¬ 
veston,  Texas,  son  of  Alexander  and  Fredericka 
(Hoffman)  Hagedorn,  of  Bremen,  Germany.  The 
elder  Hagedorn  was  a  sea  captain  in  command  of  a 
German  sailing  vessel  (the  bark  Franciska),  which 
in  1843  made  a  voyage  from  Bremen  to  Galveston. 
Texas  at  that  time  was  an  independent  republic, 
severed  from  Mexico  in  1835,  but  not  annexed  to 
the  United  States  until  January  25,  1845.  The 
“Franciska”  was  the  first  foreign  vessel  to  arrive 
at  the  port  of  Galveston,  after  its  secession,  and  in 
celebration  of  the  event  Captain  Hagedorn  was  made 
an  honorary  citizen  of  Texas,  presented  with  creden¬ 
tials  and  with  a  hundred  acres  of  land.  Thus  it 
happened  that  Hermann  C.  Hagedorn  was  born  in 
the  short-lived  Republic  of  Texas. 

In  the  latter  part  of  that  year  Captain  Hagedorn 
returned  to  Bremen  with  his  ship,  his  wife  and  his 
young  son,  for  whom  he  established  a  permanent 
residence  there  while  he  continued  his  maritime  ca¬ 
reer,  which  in  all  embraced  nearly  forty  years.  As 
age  crept  on  he  accepted  the  charge  of  the  Marine 
Home  in  Bremen,  an  institution  conducted  jointly 
by  ship  owners  and  sea  captains.  Nine  other  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  Captain  and  Mrs.  Hagedorn  dur¬ 
ing  those  years  in  Bremen,  of  whom  three  came  to 
America,  viz:  Hermann  C.,  of  whom  further;  Alvin 
G.  E.,  who  lived  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania;  and 
Alexander,  who  lived  in  San  Francisco,  California, 
and  died  about  the  age  of  sixty-five. 

Hermann  C.  Hagedorn  attended  Latin  School  in 
Bremen,  and  after  receiving  a  sound  education 
found  employment  in  that  city.  For  four  years  he 
was  a  clerk  in  a  ship-owner’s  office,  then  in  the 
office  of  a  commission  merchant.  The  next  step 
took  him  to  Rotterdam  in  Holland  where  he  was  again 
employed  in  the  office  of  a  general  commission  mer¬ 
chant.  In  1866,  at  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he 
came  to  New  York  in  the  sailing  vessel  “Tuisko,” 
which  made  the  passage  in  fifty-four  days.  Upon 
his  arrival  here  he  found  employment  with  the  firm 
of  Hagemeyer  and  Brunn,  and  shortly  thereafter 
began  his  sixty-odd-year  connection  with  Staten 
Island  by  first  making  his  home  here  with  relatives. 


Except  for  a  period  between  1868  and  1873  when 
he  tried  his  hand  at  farming  in  Haymarket  near 
the  Bull  Run  mountains  in  Virginia,  the  next  twenty 
years  of  his  life  were  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
firm  above  mentioned,  and  to  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  beauty  of  Staten  Island.  Towards  the  close 
of  this  period  he  was  occupied  three  nights  a  week 
as  paying  teller  of  the  Staten  Island  Savings  Bank, 
which  at  that  time  was  open  for  business  only  in 
the  evening.  After  a  year  of  such  service  he  was 
appointed  cashier  and,  when  in  1886  the  bank  was 
opened  in  Beach  Street,  Stapleton,  for  all  day  serv¬ 
ice,  he  gave  up  his  New  York  employment  and  after 
that  time  remained  uninterruptedly  with  this  financial 
institution  until  his  semi-retirement  in  1927.  A  full 
half-century  of  continuous  and  valuable  service  was 
recognized  by  his  appointment  as  its  third  vice- 
president  and  member  of  the  board  of  directors.  Dur¬ 
ing  these  many  years  of  service  in  Staten  Island’s 
great  savings  institution,  which  has  grown  from 
$225,000  deposits  to  $18,000,000,  Mr.  Hagedorn’s 
personality  had  been  one  of  its  real  assets.  His 
flowing  white  beard,  his  kindly,  fatherly  manner, 
relieved  by  the  humorous  twinkle  in  his  eyes,  inspired 
a  confidence  in  him  and  the  bank  for  which  he  spoke. 
That  confidence  had  never  been  misplaced  and  many 
stories  are  told  of  the  good  advice  depositors  received 
from  him.  One  widow  in  particular  might  be  cited 
whose  entire  fortune  was  saved  by  Mr.  Hagedorn’s 
instinctive  distrust  of  “get  rich  quick”  schemes.  Other 
financial  interests  included  the  presidency  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  of  the  Tompkinsville  Cooperative  Savings 
and  Loan  Association.  Above  all  Mr.  Hagedorn  had 
been  a  great  admirer  of  Staten  Island,  loving  its  nat¬ 
ural  beauties,  believing  in  its  economic  future,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Of  his  personal  characteristics  much  might  be 
said  for  he  was  a  man  of  stalwart  frame  who  had  al¬ 
ways  been  able  to  take  long  walks  and  entertain 
strong  convictions.  Gardening  was  an  avocation  with 
him  and  he  took  pictures  and  played  chess.  He  had 
indulged  in  quartette  singing  as  a  member  of  local  sing¬ 
ing  societies.  His  collection  of  interesting  scenic  views, 
many  taken  by  his  own  hand,  is  large  and  includes 
representations  of  the  Billopp  House  taken  years  ago 
which  are  now  of  historical  value.  Chess  had  become 
of  late  years  his  favorite  pastime.  He  was  president 
of  the  Staten  Island  Chess  Club,  and  on  a  recent  occa¬ 
sion  he  captained  his  club  in  a  highly  successful  en¬ 
counter  with  the  Officers’  Club  of  the  West  Point  Mil¬ 
itary  Academy.  His  connections  with  clubs  and  socie¬ 
ties  included  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Staten  Island  Bird 
Club,  Richmond  Club,  and  Steuben  Society.  He  was  a 
member  of  Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Stapleton,  formerly  called  St.  Paul's. 

Hermann  C.  Hagedorn  married,  on  November  15, 
1876,  at  Stapleton,  Mrs.  Adelaide  J.  F.  (Prahl)  Eck, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Fredericka  (Storch)  Prahl, 
a  well-known  jeweler  of  that  period.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hagedorn  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  1. 
Alexander  F.,  located  in  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia;  married  Emma  Peters,  of  Haymarket, 
Virginia,  and  they  have  two  children :  Hermann  F. 
and  Catherine.  2.  Hermann  C.,  Jr.,  residing  in  New 
York;  married  Corinne  Aubin,  of  New  England.  3. 
Emma  A.  L.,  living  on  Staten  Island  at  the  residence 
of  her  late  father,  100  Stuyvesant  Place,  St.  George. 
Miss  Hagedorn  was  corresponding  secretary  of  the 
Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute 
of  Arts  and  Sciences.  Besides  his  three  children,  Mr. 
Hagedorn  had  a  stepson,  the  late  Emil  Eck  (named 
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Hagedorn  for  his  step-parent);  married  Louise  L. 
Stelter,  and  they  had  one  child,  Alvin  J.  Hagedorn. 

Mr.  Hagedorn,  in  his  eighty-seventh  year,  was  in 
splendid  health,  physically  and  mentally,  and  in  his 
daily  walks  about  the  island  was  cordially  greeted  by 
those  he  met,  for  he  was  justly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  him,  and  there  are  few  who  did  not,  as  a  man 
remarkable  for  what  he  was  and  what  he  had  done. 
He  passed  away  at  his  home  December  3,  1930,  and 
was  buried  at  the  Moravian  Cemetery,  New  Dorp. 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  BROCK— In  the  spe¬ 
cialized  work  of  optometry,  Mr.  Brock  may  truly  be 
regarded  as  a  scientist  in  that  field  of  endeavor. 
Thoroughly  devoted  to  his  profession,  he  has  studied 
in  European  countries  as  well  as  in  the  United 
States,  and  has  utilized  the  benefits  of  his  learnings 
to  the  advantage  of  his  increasing  practice.  In  civic 
life  Mr.  Brock  is  also  active,  and  assists  in  move¬ 
ments  for  municipal  betterment  or  improvement. 

He  was  born  in  Zurich,  Switzerland,  December  4, 
1899,  son  of  Arnold  E.  Broeck,  who  died  there  in 
1918,  and  Mary  (Billeter)  Broeck,  who  still  survives. 
Both  of  these  paternal  and  maternal  families  resided 
long  years  in  Switzerland.  Arnold  E.  Broeck  was  a 
manufacturing  optician,  who  also  engaged  in  other 
optical  work  and  in  photography,  being  one  of  the 
foremost  members  of  his  profession  in  Zurich.  His 
widow  resides  in  Switzerland  with  her  two  daughters, 
Mary  and  Margaret,  while  another  son,  Arnold  E., 
lives  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  is  an  electrical 
engineer.  Mrs.  Broeck’s  father,  grandfather,  and 
great-grandfather  each  served  as  mayor  of  their 
native  town. 

Frederick  W.  Brock  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  and  had  charge  of  his  father’s 
business  for  a  year  after  the  latter’s  death.  In  1921 
he  sold  the  original  establishment  and  came  to  the 
United  States.  He  entered  Columbia  University,  in 
the  class  of  1923,  and  was  graduated  with  a  degree 
in  optometry.  After  conducting  and  managing  a  large 
optometric  business  in  Brooklyn,  for  a  year,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Switzerland  and  remained  there  six  months, 
later  taking  a  special  post-graduate  research  course 
at  Jena,  Germany,  under  the  famous  Professor 
Hencker  at  the  renowned  Carl  Zeiss  School  of 
Optics.  In  that  German  city  the  famous  scientific 
Jena  optic  glass  is  manufactured.  Mr.  Brock  re¬ 
turned  to  the  United  States  in  the  autumn  of  1925. 
He  then  came  directly  to  Staten  Island  where  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  another  optometrist  and 
continued  this  association  until  January,  1928,  when 
he  inaugurated  his  present  business  and  practice  at 
No.  39  Victory  Boulevard,  Tompkinsville. 

Outside  his  professional  activities,  Mr.  Brock  finds 
recreation  in  the  interest  of  fine  arts,  particularly 
architecture  and  sculpture,  and  while  living  abroad 
he  visited  a  number  of  art  centers.  Since  coming  to 
Staten  Island  he  has  became  widely  acquainted,  not 
only  within  his  profession,  but  through  more  social 
relations  to  the  community.  He  is  a  member  of 
Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Stapleton 
and  active  in  the  work  of  that  congregation,  being 
chairman  of  the  vocational  guidance  committee.  He 
also  holds  membership  in  the  Staten  Island  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  local  Kiwanis  Club,  Klopstock 
Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Steuben 
Society,  and  the  Omega  Epsilon  Phi  and  Epsilon 
Phi  Epsilon  fraternities. 

Mr.  Brock  married,  May  7,  1930,  Ruth  Charlotte 
Frey,  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Selina  (Ging) 
Frey,  natives  of  Switzerland  and  now  residents  of 


Stapleton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brock  make  their  home  at 
Grymes  Hill  Estates,  where  they  occupy  one  of  the 
houses  recently  built  on  this  property. 


CHARLES  BERNARD  DULLEA— First  as  an 
educator  and  later  as  a  member  of  the  legal  profes¬ 
sion,  constitutes  the  greater  part  of  the  career  of  the 
one  whose  record  is  described  herein.  Mr.  Dullea’s 
boyhood  days  were  spent  on  a  farm  in  the  fertile 
St.  Lawrence  Valley,  of  New  York,  just  north  of 
the  Adirondack  Mountain  reserve;  and  there  he  devel¬ 
oped  the  vigorous  physical  and  mental  well-being 
which  has  carried  him  so  successfully  through  the 
ensuing  years  of  his  life.  However,  little  did  he 
realize  then  that  he  would  excel  as  a  scholar,  later 
as  a  teacher,  and  finally  as  a  practitioner  before  the 
bar  of  his  native  State.  Such  has  come  to  pass  with 
him,  and  among  his  other  activities  he  has  been  a 
prominent  worker  in  civic  affairs,  and  until  recently 
president  of  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Association. 

Charles  B.  Dullea  was  born  in  Brasher  Falls,  St. 
Lawrence  Valley,  June  30,  1877,  son  of  Maurice  and 
Hannah  (Connelly)  Dullea.  The  elder  Dullea  was  a 
native  of  the  County  of  Cork,  Ireland,  and  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1865,  settling  in  St.  Law'- 
rence  County,  where  he  eventually  became  one  of  the 
successful  farmers  of  that  region,  having  a  tract  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  In  addition  to  follow¬ 
ing  agriculture,  he  possessed  a  large  herd  of  cattle 
for  dairying  purposes. 

His  wife,  whose  birth  occurred  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  was  of  Irish  parentage,  they  having  located 
in  that  county  prior  to  the  arrival  of  her  future 
husband.  Maurice  Dullea  died  in  1924  at  the  vener¬ 
able  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  and  Mrs.  Dullea  in 
1918,  aged  seventy-four.  They  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  two  of  whom  died  In  infancy:  Nora, 
Edward  J.,  Dennis  A.,  M.  Frances,  Catherine  C., 
Mary  G.,  Cornelius  F.  and  Charles  B.,  of  whom 
further. 

Charles  B.  Dullea  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  school  at  Brasher  Falls,  and  in  the  Brasher 
and  Stockholm  High  School.  At  high  school  he  was 
a  popular  member  of  the  student  body,  and  in  his 
senior  year  played  on  the  baseball  team.  When  only 
sixteen  years  old  he  began  to  teach  in  the  district 
schools  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  thus  occupying  him¬ 
self  the  first  half  of  the  school  year,  while  in  the 
last  half  he  would  attend  high  school.  Continuing 
in  this  manner  during  1892,  1893  and  1894,  he  thereby 
acquired  his  high  school  education,  and  graduated  ih 
1895,  well  up  in  his  class.  Subsequently,  he  resumed 
teaching  in  the  district  schools  until  February,  1898, 
when  he  entered  Potsdam  Normal  School.  At  the 
last  named  institution  he  completed  the  regular  four- 
year  classical  course,  and  graduated  in  1901  with 
honors  in  the  exceptional  time  of  three  years;  and 
on  commencement  day  he  was  speaker  of  his  class. 
Advised  by  the  faculty  to  return  to  normal  school, 
he  took — for  a  short  period — a  post-graduate  course 
in  literature  and  elocution.  However,  the  feeling  of 
personal  requirements  precluded  his  undivided  atten¬ 
tion  to  school  attendance;  thus  in  the  spring  of  the 
latter  year  he  accepted  a  position  to  teach  at  New 
Milford,  Orange  County,  New  York,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  the  end  of  the  school  term.  In  the 
meantime  he  studied,  during  his  spare  hours,  for 
examinations  required  to  teach  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  passing  the  required  test,  he  was  awarded 
a  teacher’s  certificate  in  September,  1901.  Then 
came  his  assignment  to  Public  School  No.  18,  in 
West  New  Brighton,  where  he  assumed  his  new 
position  on  October  10,  1901.  Since  that  time  he 
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has  permanently  resided  on  Staten  Island.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  teaching  day  time,  in  1902  he  taught  English 
to  foreigners  in  the  Stapleton  Evening  School,  and 
later  became  its  principal,  which  position  he  held 
for  three  years.  About  that  time  he  took  a  course 
in  English  and  American  History,  and  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  history  of  United  States  at  New  York 
University.  In  1908  he  entered  Fordham  Law  School, 
where  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws, 
class  of  1911;  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the 
State  of  New  York  in  November  of  that  year.  He 
did  not  at  once  engage  in  law  work  but  continued 
to  teach  for  two  years,  definitely  embarking  on  such 
a  career  in  September,  1913,  when  he  opened  his  first 
office  at  No.  996  Castleton  Avenue,  West  New 
Brighton.  As  an  educator,  Mr.  Dullea  received  the 
highest  praise  and  commendation  of  the  entire  com¬ 
munity  and  was  a  leader  with  both  teachers  and 
pupils.  Since  engaging  in  legal  practice,  he  has  built 
up  a  large  clientele  because  of  successful  court  work 
and  keen  knowledge  of  this  subject.  In  February, 
1915  he  removed  to  his  present  office  in  the  Corn 
Exchange  Bank  Building,  No.  26  Bay  Street,  St. 
George,  where  he  has  since  remained. 

Rendering  himself  to  the  service  of  his  community 
in  movements  affecting  its  welfare  has  been  a  para¬ 
mount  issue  with  him.  He  assisted,  in  1914,  in  the 
organization  of  the  Staten  Island  Subway  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  tube  under  the  bay 
between  St.  George  and  Manhattan,  to  link  up  our 
island  with  the  transit  system  of  the  other  boroughs, 
and  was  secretary  of  the  committee  during  its  exist¬ 
ence.  For  several  years  he  was  also  secretary  of  the 
West  New  Brighton  Board  of  Trade.  In  1918  he 
was  appointed,  by  the  county  judge,  J.  Harry  Tier- 
nan,  and  Supreme  Court  Justice,  Lester  W.  Clark, 
a  trustee  of  the  Supreme  Court  Library  of  Rich¬ 
mond  County,  at  the  same  time  becoming  secretary 
of  the  board.  Both  positions  are  held  by  him  to  the 
present  writing.  He  was  assistant  district  attorney 
of  the  county,  1920  to  1923  inclusive,  and  ably  ac¬ 
quitted  himself  in  this  trying  post.  In  1926  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  reelected  to  this  office  in  1927. 

Mr.  Dullea  has  always  been  a  Democrat,  and  when 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  was  elected  a  delegate 
to  the  Assembly  Convention  of  St.  Lawrence  County, 
and  was  one  time  a  county  committeeman  of  Rich¬ 
mond.  In  professional  affiliation  he  is  a  member  of 
the  American  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  Bar 
Association,  and  was  for  twelve  years  a  director  of 
the  Richmond  County  Bar  Association.  Fraternally, 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  West  New  Brighton  Coun¬ 
cil,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  Lodge  No.  841, _  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  Staten  Island  Club,  in  which  he  is  a 
director;  St.  Lawrence  County  Society  of  New  York; 
Fordham  University  Alumni  Association;  and  the 
Richmond  County  Country  Club.  During  the  World 
War  Mr.  Dullea  aided  in  various  drives  and  cam¬ 
paigns,  serving  as  inspector  of  the  Draft  Boards  for 
Staten  Island,  besides  being  active  as  a  “Four- 
minute  Man.’’  He  resides  at  No.  15  Fort  Hill  Circle, 
New  Brighton. 


DR.  MacDONALD  PEGGS — Engaged  in  the 
local  medical  circles  and  identified  with  institutions  in 
the  service  of  his  profession  in  Richmond  County,  Dr. 
Peggs  for  nearly  a  decade  and  a  half  has  been  a 
resident  of  the  South  Shore  district  and  for  a  similar 
period  has  rendered  aid  through  his  calling  to  a  wide¬ 
spread  practice  on  the  island.  Before  taking  up  his 
work  in  this  community  he  had  an  invaluable  experi¬ 


ence  as  a  student,  physician  and  humanitarian  which 
covered  medical  fields  both  in  this  country  and 
Europe. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  MacDonald  Peggs  occurred  in 
Swanton,  Vermont,  on  September  21,  1876,  his  par¬ 
ents  having  been  William  and  Mary  (Coyle)  Peggs 
of  that  place.  After  obtaining  his  early  academic 
training  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  he 
enrolled  as  a  student  at  the  University  of  Vermont. 
Becoming  interested  in  the  study  of  medicine  while 
attending  this  institution,  he  later  entered  the  Balti¬ 
more  University  Medical  School,  whence  he  was 
graduated  in  1900  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  ranking  well  to  the  fore  in  his  classes. 

Since  1900  he  has  enjoyed  an  extremely  varied  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  profession  of  medicine.  For  three 
years  he  studied  in  clinics  of  Europe,  was  attached 
to  St.  Bartholomew’s  Clinic  in  New  York  for  a 
similar  period,  once  acted  as  associate  surgeon  in 
the  Women’s  Hospital  and  Medical  College,  and  also 
for  a  like  space  of  time  conducted  a  private  hospital 
at  No.  162  West  Eightieth  Street,  New  York.  In 
1916  he  removed  to  Staten  Island,  where  he  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Richmond  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Prince  Bay,  of  which  for  five  years  he 
served  as  chief  surgeon;  and  he  has  been  visiting 
surgeon  to  St.  Michael’s  Home  for  the  past  fifteen 
years. 

In  1915,  after  the  beginning  of  the  World  War, 
Dr.  Peggs  started  a  campaign  for  a  fund  for  anesthe¬ 
tics  to  be  used  in  France.  This  movement  was 
accorded  considerable  support  in  the  United  States 
and  in  Canada.  A  letter  written  to  the  British  Im¬ 
perial  Society  beseeching  contributions  to  this  worthy 
movement  was  broadcast  mainly  through  the  medium 
of  several  publications  and  printed  forms,  the  fund 
to  be  known  as  the  Shilling  Anesthetic  Fund.  The 
British  Imperial  Society  thus  collected  a  substantial 
sum  which  was  expended  for  ether  and  chloroform  to 
be  employed  for  humanitarian  relief  on  the  battle¬ 
fields  of  the  continent  notably  in  France.  Dr.  Peggs 
was  designated  special  representative  of  the  British 
Imperial  Society,  both  in  England  and  in  France, 
for  the  distribution  of  other  supplies  together  with 
assignment  of  physicians  and  nurses  for  duty  in  the 
British  Army.  In  this  manner  his  aid  in  the  service 
of  the  allied  cause  was.  of  far-reaching  value  and 
remained  so  up  to  the  time  of  the  Armistice. 

Since  1919  Dr.  Peggs  has  given  unstintedly  of  his 
time  to  the  practice  of  his  profession  on  Staten  Island, 
not  only  in  the  South  Shore  District  where  his  home 
is  situated,  but  throughout  the  entire  borough.  He 
is  at  present  visiting  surgeon  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  West  New  Brighton,  and  serves  on  the  advisory 
board  of  St.  Anne’s  Mission.  His  interests,  both 
in  a  medical  sense  and  in  his  fraternal  and  social 
associations,  are  wide.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Tottenville  National  Bank 
since  1922.  He  is  identified  with  the  following 
medical  organizations:  The  American  Medical  As¬ 
sociation,  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  the 
Medical  Association  of  the  Greater  City  of  New 
York,  and  the  Richmond  County  Medical  Society. 

The  fraternal  and  social  affiliations  of  Dr.  Peggs 
include:  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Truth  Lodge,  No.  881, 
of  the  Masonic  Order;  the  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club; 
the  Staten  Island  Club;  and  the  Prince  Bay  Yacht 
Club.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  New  York 
Athletic  Club,  and  while  a  student  at  college,  of  the 
Theta  Nu  Epsilon  Fraternity.  In  civic  affairs  on 
Staten  Island  he  has  been  active  and  generous  and 
is  greatly  esteemed  by  his  associates  and  the  firm 
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friends  he  has  made  during  the  years  of  his  residence 
here. 

Dr.  Peggs  married  in  New  Jersey,  on  December 
ii,  1915,  Miss  Helen  Farrell,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Ellen  Farrell.  To  this  union  three  children  have 
been  born:  Gordon  Ellsworth,  Marjorie  Helen  and 
Frederick  MacDonald.  The  Peggs  residence  is  at 
No.  177  Woodvale  Avenue,  Prince  Bay,  while  his 
office  is  situated  at  No.  25  Central  Avenue,  St. 
George. 


WILLIAM  ALLAN  FAIR— Since  1842  the  Fair 
family  has  been  identified  with  the  life  of  this  com¬ 
munity.  At  that  time  William  Allan  Fair’s  grand¬ 
parents,  William  and  Margaret  (Corbett)  Fair,  came 
from  County  Kildare,  Ireland,  with  four  children, 
and  settled  at  Tompkinsville,  where  the  elder  Fair 
became,  in  time,  a  dry  goods  and  shoe  merchant. 
He  was  a  substantial  type  of  man,  and  inclined  to 
activities  of  a  religious  nature,  being  a  staunch  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Paul’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  He 
lived  at  Tompkinsville,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced 
age.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  the  last  five  being  born  in  Tompkinsville.  The 
children  were  as  follows:  George,  the  father  of  the 
William  Allan,  our  subject;  William  A.,  who  became 
a  minister  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;  Rich¬ 
ard  F.,  who  was  a  member  of  the  brokerage  firm 
of  Purton  &  Fair,  New  York  City;  James  M.,  who 
was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  Government; 
John  C.,  who  also  became  a  minister;  Mary,  married 
to  Robert  Ireland,  of  New  York  City;  Elizabeth  mar¬ 
ried  Arthur  Stone,  a  wholesale  fruit  merchant; 
Francis,  married  Dr.  Claude  H.  Lavinder,  of  the 
United  States  Public  Health  Service;  and  Katherine, 
married  Stephen  D.  Pierce,  a  contractor,  of  Brook¬ 
lyn. 

George  Fair  married,  on  Staten  Island,  Maria 
Rutherford,  the  latter  being  also  a  native  of  Kil¬ 
dare.  Mr.  Fair  followed  in  the  merchandising  busi¬ 
ness  of  his  father  for  a  number  of  years,  later 
removing  to  New  York  for  a  short  period.  He  with 
his  family  eventually  returned  to  Staten  Island,  where 
they  continued  to  reside.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died 
in  1926.  Their  children  were:  1.  Elizabeth,  who 
taught  in  the  local  public  schools,  until  her  mar¬ 
riage  to  Willet  Roosa  of  Kingston,  New  York,  by 
whom  there  are  two  children,  Winifred  and  Howard. 
The  death  of  Elizabeth  (Fair)  Roosa  took  place 
November  19,  1924.  2.  Helen,  who  married  William 
J.  Macdonald,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Haw¬ 
kins  coal  firm.  3.  William  A.,  of  whom  further. 
There  were  also  two  children  who  died  young. 

The  late  William  A.  Fair  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  on  January  26,  1875,  and  when  reaching  school 
age,  returned  with  his  parents  to  Staten  Island,  and 
here  he  received  his  elementary  education.  After 
graduating  from  public  school,  he  found  employment 
as  a  clerk  in  the  New  York  law  office  of  Robert 
Davidson,  where  he  began  to  prepare  himself  to  enter 
that  profession.  To  such  good  purpose  did  he  carry 
on  his  legal  studies  that  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  New  York  State  in  1901.  His  career  thus  auspi¬ 
ciously  begun,  he  became  connected  with  the  law 
offices  of  Forbes  and  Haviland,  and  later  with  Ben¬ 
jamin  F.  Edsall,  both  of  New  York  City.  Desirous 
of  making  his  preparation  still  more  complete,  Mr. 
Fair  pursued  a  course'  in  law  at  the  New  York 
University  and  received  his  diploma  from  that  insti¬ 
tution,  class  of  1903.  For  several  years  thereafter 
he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  his  profession,  but 
he  had  a  strong  inclination  for  business,  and  in  1907 
he  entered  commercial  life  in  New  York.  After  three 


years’  experience  here,  he  went  to  Morristown,  New 
Jersey,  but  did  not  remain  long.  The  year  1911  found 
him  back  on  Staten  Island,  associated  with  Moffatt 
and  Schwab,  a  real  estate  and  insurance  firm  of 
Tompkinsville.  During  the  following  six  years  he 
demonstrated  his  ability,  his  knowledge  of  law  being 
of  no  small  value  to  him  in  connection  with  his 
business.  In  1917  he  purchased  the  rights  and  the 
business  of  D.  K.  Hawkins  Coal  Company  of  Staple- 
ton  and  incorporated  the  concern  under  its  old  name, 
he  himself  occupying  the  office  of  president  until  his 
death.  This  firm  is  numbered  among  the  largest 
and  most  successful  fuel  companies  on  Staten  Island. 
The  yards  and  offices  are  located  at  No.  36  Green¬ 
field  Avenue.  In  connection  with  this  business,  Mr. 
Fair  also  continued  his  active  interest  in  insurance 
and  real  estate,  and  maintained  his  standing  as  a 
member  of  the  bar.  As  would  naturally  be  the  case 
with  a  man  of  Mr.  Fair’s  executive  knowledge, 
various  other  interests,  both  commercial  and  financial, 
claimed  his  attention.  He  had  taken  a  place  as  one 
of  the  influential  men  of  his  community  and  was 
interested  in  the  civic  progress  of  Staten  Island. 

The  Richmond  County  Coal  Merchants’  Associa¬ 
tion  elected  him  president  in  1923,  and  he  held  that 
office  at  least  twice  for  terms  of  one  year  each.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Real  Estate  and 
Insurance  Associations;  the  Richmond  County  Bar 
Association;  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Kiwanis  Club  and  the  New  York  University  Alumni 
Association.  He  was  actively  identified  with  fraternal 
orders,  being  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  of  which  he  was 
Past  Master;  and  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons.  His  name  also  appeared  on  the  roster  of  the 
Masonic  Club  of  Staten  Island.  In  religious  affilia¬ 
tion  he  was  an  Episcopalian  and  politically  he  sup¬ 
ported  the  Republican  party. 

On  July  20,  1907,  at  Camden,  New  Jersey,  William 
A.  Fair  married  Hope  L.  Haines,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Curtis  and  Mary  (Burrough)  Haines,  of  an  old  South 
Jersey  quaker  family  who  came  from  England  in 
the  famous  William  Penn  days.  Two  daughters  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Allan  Fair:  Alice 
M.,  who  graduated  from  the  Curtis  High  School, 
taking  the  Latin  prize  in  a  contest  for  Greater  New 
York  high  schools;  she  was  also  awarded  a  Blauvelt 
Scholarship  and  graduated  from  Barnard  College, 
class  of  1929,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Honor  Society  Phi  Beta  Kappa; 
and  Charlotte  R.,  a  graduate  of  Curtis  High  School 
and  now  student  at  Barnard  College.  The  Fair 
family  residence  is  at  No.  36  Scribner  Avenue,  New 
Brighton,  and  at  his  home  the  death  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  occurred  February  15,  1930.  The  interment  was 
in  the  family  plot  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery,  New 
Dorp. 

In  the  recent  passing  from  this  sphere  of  activity, 
this  community  lost  one  of  its  outstanding  citizens 
in  a  man  who  by  personal  effort  had  made  a  place 
for  himself  among  our  citizens,  one  of  both  profes¬ 
sional  and  commercial  standing,  a  neighbor  and  above 
all  a  good  home  man  surrounded  by  a  splendid 
family. 


LAWRENCE  AUGUSTINE  SEAVER— It  is 

related  that  the  Seavers  of  Ireland  and  England  were 
a  race  of  supermen  in  physical  prowess,  some  of 
them  living  almost  to  the  century  mark  in  years. 
Early  members  were  among  the  first  Colonists  in 
America,  and  their  descendants  some  time  later,  fought 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  under  George  Washing¬ 
ton  and  his  staff  of  officers.  Years  before  that  con- 
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flict  the  family  had  also  been  worthily  represented  in 
the  ranks  of  those  aiding  the  cause  of  the  British 
in  the  French  and  Indian  War. 

Since  the  United  States  became  an  independent 
country,  in  1776,  several  Sea  vers  held  seats  in  leg¬ 
islative  halls,  served  as  executives  in  cities  and  towns, 
held  offices  of  high  rank  in  both  the  army  and  navy, 
and  became  dignitaries  of  the  church  and  officials 
in  numerous  societies  and  enterprises.  Also  worthy 
of  note  is  the  fact  that  towns,  streets,  and  places 
were  named  in  their  honor  such  as:  Seaver  Place 
in  B  ston,  Massachusetts;  Seaver  Bridge  at  Spring- 
field,  Vermont;  and  Seaver  Township  in  the  latter 
State.  Besides  these,  the  traveler  will  find  this  cogno¬ 
men  attached  to  other  places  in  the  different  coun¬ 
tries.  The  Seavers  have  been  a  highly-respected  and 
useful  people  and  have  taken  their  part  among  the 
citizens  of  various  communities. 

In  narrating  the  history  of  the  branch  of  the 
Seaver  family  following,  it  might  be  stated  that  they 
originated  from  sturdy  forebears  in  Ireland  whose 
ancient  ancestors  dated  to  the  same  source  as  those 
who  came  to  America  in  Colonial  times.  Research 
in  the  Old  World,  no  doubt,  would  reveal  interest¬ 
ing  kinships. 

Lawrence  A.  Seaver,  superintendent  of  the  Staten 
Island  properties  of  former  Borough  President 
George  Cromwell,  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  a  son 
of  Patrick  and  Maria  (Naughton)  Seaver.  His  great¬ 
grandfather  was  Patrick  Seaver,  of  Dublin,  Ireland, 
a  seafaring  man  by  occupation  and  a  devout  member 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  married  Julia 
McLtie,  and  their  son,  Patrick,  was  born  in  Ireland 
in  1780. 

Patrick  Seaver,  2d,  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  crossed 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  with  his  family  in  1844  to  begin 
life  anew  in  the  United  States.  Settling  on  Staten 
Island  he  lived  here  until  his  death  on  August  31, 
1857.  He  married  Julia  McGlynn,  a  native  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children:  1.  James,  the  eldest,  left  Ireland  for  South 
America  about  1845;  he  became  wealthy  and  later 
came  to  New  York  City.  2.  Patrick,  father  of  Law¬ 
rence  A.  Seaver,  is  of  further  mention.  3.  Bridget, 
married  John  McLee  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  Staten 
Island.  They  removed  to  Rockland,  Illinois,  and  had 
the  following  children:  Thomas,  Lawrence,  Richard, 
John,  and  Katherine.  The  last-named  married  James 
Tynan  of  Rockford,  Illinois,  and  they  became  parents 
of  Emmet,  Catherine,  and  Jane.  4.  Ann,  married 
Samuel  Allen  of  Richmond.  5.  Margaret,  died  in 
either  the  State  of  Illinois  or  in  her  native  Ireland. 
6.  Mary  died  in  Ireland.  7.  Jane,  also  died  in  Ireland. 
8.  Lawrence,  born  in  Ireland  in  1830,  came  to  the 
United  States  with  his  father  and  settled  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  Staten  Island.  He  married  Julia  Burke  and 
they  had  the  following  children:  Ellen,  Anna,  Mary, 
Julia,  and  John.  9.  Thomas,  born  in  Ireland,  also 
settled  in  Richmond. 

Patrick  Seaver,  3d,  was  born  in  Ireland,  December 
26,  1813,  and  died  in  Richmond,  in  1877.  After  re¬ 
ceiving  his  education  in  the  parochial  schools  of  his 
native  country,  he  learned  the  milling  business  which 
he  followed  as  a  livelihood  before  coming  to  the 
United  States  in  1844.  Choosing  Richmond  as  a  spot 
to  reside  and  conduct  his  business,  he  operated  a 
tidewater  grain  mill  there  for  fourteen  years.  So 
efficiently  and  well  did  he  manage  this  undertaking, 
it  is  claimed  he  never  missed  a  tide  during  this  period. 
This  mill  supplied  practically  the  entire  island  with 
flour  and  other  grain  products. 

In  the  year  i860  Patrick  Seaver  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  the  Dongan  Hills  district  which  com¬ 


prised  one  hundred  and  eleven  acres,  and  the  house 
which  he  erected  on  this  property  is  still  occupied 
by  his  family,  its  number  now  being  1718  Richmond 
Road.  From  1905  to  1915  the  annual  Richmond 
County  flirs  were  held  on  his  estate. 

Patrick  Seaver  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  St. 
Patrick’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Richmond, 
where  on  March  31,  1851,  he  married  Maria  Naugh¬ 
ton,  born  in  Queens  County,  Ireland,  March  26,  1826, 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Kate  (Delaney)  Naughton. 
The  Rev.  Father  Murphy,  a  close  friend,  performed 
the  ceremony.  During  his  life  Patrick  Seaver  was 
a  devoted  member  of  the  faith,  as  is  related  by  the 
following  church  events.  The  first  Catholic  catechism 
class  held  in  his  neighborhood,  was  in  the  Seaver 
homestead  in  1896,  the  dwelling  being  used  as  a 
mission  branch  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  of  Rosebank, 
with  the  Rev.  James  F.  Mee  as  pastor. 

At  Dongan  Hills  the  first  church  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion  was  built  on  the  Seaver  estate,  where  services 
were  held  from  November,  1914,  to  November,  1923. 
The  pastors  during  those  years  were  the  Rev.  Joseph 
G.  Murray  and  the  Rev.  James  A.  Farrell.  In  1923 
the  new  St.  Anne’s  Church  was  erected  on  Crom¬ 
well  Avenue  and  the  Rev.  Father  McNulty  then 
became  pastor. 

Patrick  Seaver  and  Maria  (Naughton)  Seaver 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  John,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Richard,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one;  Edward,  who  died,  aged  twenty;  James,  who 
died,  aged  twenty-six;  Stephen  L.,  who  died  aged 
eighteen;  John,  who  died,  aged  twenty;  Mary  Kath¬ 
erine,  unmarried,  who  lives  in  the  old  homestead; 
Julia,  also  unmarried,  who  resides  with  her  sister; 
and  Lawrence  A.,  of  whom  further. 

Lawrence  A.  Seaver  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Richmond  County  and  in  time  be¬ 
came  identified  in  real  estate  interests  as  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Staten  Island  properities  of  the  Hon. 
George  Cromwell.  Having  lived  in  this  section  dur¬ 
ing  his  lifetime  Mr.  Seaver  is  connected  with  various 
civic,  charitable  and  social  organizations,  and  is  re¬ 
spected  as  a  citizen  of  influence  in  his  community. 
Devotion  and  interest  to  his  family  and  home  is  his 
chief  concern  aside  from  business. 

Pie  married  in  1899,  Mary  J.  Delaney  of  Grant 
City  and  they  have  four  children:  Naughton  R.,  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  in  the  real  estate  business; 
Cletus  A.,  connected  with  the  Engineering  Department 
of  the  city  of  New  York;  Helen  Maria;  and  Mildred 
A.  Seaver. 


GEORGE  WILLIAM  COLE— The  name  Cole 
originated  in  England  during  ancient  times  and 
voluminous  are  the  records  and  references  to  this 
family.  Persons  bearing  the  cognomen  migrated  to 
various  parts  of  continental  Europe  and  in  time 
sought  the  newer  parts  of  the  world  for  their  abode. 
Tracing  the  Cole  family,  which  is  living  on  Staten 
Island  at  Great  Kills  today,  its  record  goes  back 
at  least  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  on  the  island 
and  past  a  century  in  that  town.  We  find  that  it 
descends  from  a  family  which  fled  from  England  to 
Holland  during  the  Reformation  period.  They  settled 
near  Leyden,  Holland,  and  members  later  emigrating 
to  various  points  in  America. 

Kool  is  Dutch;  in  America  it  became  Cool,  then 
reverted  to  Cole,  at  it  had  previously  been  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Double  “o”  has  the  sound  of  “o”  in  the  English 
word,  “note.”  Kool,  or  Cool,  has  in  Holland  the  same 
pronunciation  as  the  English  name,  Cole. 

The  first  one  of  whom  there  is  definite  record  bear¬ 
ing  the  name  Cool  is  that  of  Cornelius  Lambertse 
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Cool  who  belonged  to  Holland’s  estimable  industrial 
class,  possessed  wealth  and  was  influential.  On  May 
17,  1639,  he  purchased  land  at  Gowanus,  Breuckelen. 
(See  page  56,  Stiles  “History  of  Brooklyn.”)  He  mar¬ 
ried  Altien  Brackhonge,  by  whom  there  \\rf6re  three 
children,  Altie,  Pieterje  Cornelis  and  Lambert 
Cornelisse.  Cornelis  Lambertse  Cool  died  previous 
to  1664.  The  wife  of  his  son,  Lambert  Cornelisse 
Cool,  is  unknown,  but  they  had  a  son,  Abraham 
Cool.  Lamberts  Lane  on  Staten  Island  derived  its 
name  from  said  Lambert.  While  a  complete  family 
tree  can  seldom  be  ascertained  for  families  as  ancient 
as  the  Coles  without  apparent  stops  or  disconnected 
links,  it  is,  however,  shown  with  certainty  that  the 
line  herein  mentioned  carries  from  the  present  genera¬ 
tion,  that  of  George  W.  Cole,  to  Abraham  Cool,  the 
first  of  this  family  branch  registered  on  Staten 
Island. 

Abraham  Cool,  who  in  the  census  of  1706  gave 
his  age  as  forty,  was  therefore  born  about  1666. 
In  March,  1695,  he  married  Rebecca  Britten,  born  in 
1668,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Britten,  who  in  1664 
received  a  patent  for  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
acres  of  land  on  Staten  Island.  The  exact  date  when 
Abraham  Cool  (the  first  Cole  on  Staten  Island) 
removed  to  and  became  identified  with  Staten  Island 
is  unknown,  but  his  earliest  record  comes  from  men¬ 
tion  of  his  cattle  mark  which  was  used  about  1680. 

One  finds  that  Abraham  Cool  was  a  witness  on 
Staten  Island  in  1683;  in  that  year  he  purchased  land 
and  in  1695  he  sold  property.  On  March  4,  1712,  he 
was  appointed  court  juror  and  in  1739  he  served  as 
a  judge.  He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  Rebecca;  Cornelius;  Abraham,  died  about  1798, 
who  donated  the  land  occupied  by  the  Woodrow 
Methodist  Church  and  cemetery,  and  it  was  at  his 
home  that  the  first  Staten  Island  Methodist  Church 
was  organized,  May  5,  1787;  Isaac,  youngest  of  the 
family. 

Little  is  known  of  this  Isaac  Cole,  no  record  hav¬ 
ing  been  left  of  the  date  of  his  birth,  marriage  or 
death.  He  had,  however,  two  sons,  Isaac  and  Abra¬ 
ham.  (About  this  time  the  family  name  was  changed 
from  Cool  to  Cole). 

Abraham  Cole,  son  of  the  Isaac  of  whom  there 
is  little  record,  was  born  December  25,  1736,  died 
April  23,  1815.  He  married,  on  December  22,  1768, 
Abigail  Johnson,  born  November  22,  1744,  died  No¬ 
vember  22,  1831.  Abraham  Cole  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  serving  as  a  private  in  the  3d  New  Jersey 
Regiment,  Colonel  David  Chambers  commanding. 
(Page  169,  Stryker’s  “New  Jersey  Revolutionary 
Archives.”)  This  regiment  was  organized  at  Perth 
Amboy  and  stationed  near  Elizabethtown  during  that 
conflict,  having  many  Staten  Island  patriots  in  its 
ranks.  His  grave  in  Woodrow  Cemetery,  Staten 
Island,  at  the  south  corner  of  the  church,  bears  a 
marker  placed  by  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  The 
Abraham  Cole  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  was  named  in  his  honor.  The 
children  of  Abraham  and  Abigail  (Johnson)  Cole 
were  seven:  Rev.  William,  the  pioneer  of  Methodism 
on  Staten  Island,  born  1769,  died  in  1843;  Isaac, 
Abraham,  Lydia,  Ann,  Esther  and  Phebe. 

Isaac  Cole,  son  of  Abraham  and  Abigail  (John¬ 
son)  Cole,  was  born  April  17,  1772,  died  June  19, 
1839.  He  is  buried  in  Woodrow  Cemetery,  in  a 
grave  immediately  adjoining  that  of  his  father.  He 
married  his  second  wife,  Martha  Swain,  May  29, 
1819.  They  had  one  son,  Isaac  Washington  Cole, 
born  in  March,  1825.  She  died  April  11,  1865,  aged 
seventy-seven  years  and  is  buried  in  an  adjoining 
grave.  The  name  of  his  first  wife,  date  of  their 


marriage,  and  place  of  her  burial  are  unknown.  By 
his  first  wife,  however,  he  had  four  children:  Abra¬ 
ham,  of  whom  further;  John  Taylor,  Ann  and  Lydia 

Woglom. 

Captain  Abraham  Cole  (boatman),  son  of  Isaac 
Cole,  was  born  September  28,  1797;  baptized  in 
June,  1798  and  died  March  13,  1869.  He  is  buried 
at  Woodrow  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  ceme¬ 
tery.  He  married  Ann  Cole,  daughter  of  Cornelius 
Cole,  who  lived  at  Prince  Bay  Beach,  near  the 
present  location  of  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Works. 
She  was  born  June  25,  1798,  died  June  12,  1875  and 
is  buried  adjoining  her  husband.  Captain  Abraham 
Cole  lived  on  the  Amboy  Road,  at  Richmond  Valley, 
until  about  1826,  when  he  removed  to  what  is  now 
Bay  Terrace,  near  Great  Kills,  purchasing  the  Joseph 
Baker  Holmes  farm,  March  24,  1826.  During  the 
last  104  years,  five  generations  of  the  family  have 
lived  at  Great  Kills,  in  three  houses  not  over  a  mile 
apart.  The  two  children  of  Captain  Abraham  and 
Ann  (Cole)  Cole,  were:  1.  Maria  Cole,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  26,  1826;  married  Cornelius  Androvette  and 
their  homestead  was  at  Huguenot  Beach.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  none  of  whom  married, 
Jennie,  Annie,  Louise,  Abraham,  Peter,  Hattie  and 
Charles.  2.  Cornelius  Cole,  of  whom  further. 

Cornelius  Cole,  son  of  Captain  Abraham  and  Ann 
(Cole)  Cole,  was  born  January  15,  1828,  died  July 
15,  1905-  His  occupation  was  that  of  farming  and 
boatman.  He  operated  his  boat  laden  with  fish  to 
Fulton  Market,  New  York.  He  was  a  deacon  and 
an  elder  in  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church 
at  Richmond,  from  about  1857  to  1875.  This  church 
was  a  branch  of  the  Port  Richmond  Dutch  Church 
from  1808  to  1854;  from  1854  to  1875  it  had  a  sep¬ 
arate  career.  He  was  superintendent  of  the  Great 
Kills  Sunday  school  from  1856  to  1881.  He  is  buried 
in  the  Moravian  Cemetery,  at  New  Dorp.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (first),  April  16,  1851,  Sarah  Maria  Cole, 
daughter  of  Edward  Cole.  She  was  born  February 
ix,  1827,  died  June  11,  1867.  He  married  (second), 
on  December  9,  1868,  Sarah  Jane  Williams,  born 
November  9,  1843,  died  April  29,  1920.  By  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife  he  had  one  daughter,  Sarah  Catherine,  born 
September  19,  1876.  On  January  13,  1901  she  married 
William  T.  Gibson  and  they  live  at  Great  Kills.  By 
his  first  wife  he  had  three  sons:  1.  William  Abraham, 
born  March  26,  1852,  died  January  28,  1924  and 
buried  in  Moravian  Cemetery,  New  Dorp.  In  April, 
1885,  he  removed  to  Long  Island  City,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death.  He  married,  February  16, 
1880,  Emma  Paine.  Their  children  were:  George 
John,  Lulu  Paine,  William  Cornelius,  Edgar  Abra¬ 
ham,  Emma  Elizabeth,  John  Wesley.  2.  George 
Washington,  of  further  mention.  3.  John  Wesley, 
born  August  30,  1855;  married,  December  29,  1875, 
Martha  E.  Brown,  and  reside  at  Great  Kills.  They 
had  one  daughter,  Sarah  Eleanor,  born  August  27, 
1876,  who  married  Herbert  S.  Brower,  on  March  18, 
1896.  She  died  January  27,  1902  and  is  buried  in 
Moravian  Cemetery. 

George  Washington  Cole,  son  of  Cornelius  and 
Sarah  Maria  (Cole)  Cole,  was  born  October  25, 
1853.  He  married,  on  November  9,  1881,  Annie 
Stoothoff,  born  May  1,  1863.  He  died  December  15, 
1918  and  is  buried  in  Moravian  Cemetery,  New 
Dorp.  He  conducted,  from  1885  to  1918,  the  only 
agricultural  implement  business  on  Staten  Island, 
handling  also  fertilizers,  seeds,  contractors’  supplies, 
windmills  and  other  similar  commodities.  He  was 
active  in  church  and  civic  movements,  being  deacon 
in  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  at  Rich¬ 
mond  for  some  time  prior  to  1875.  The  positions 
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and  memberships  held  by  him  were  as  follows: 
Superintendent  of  the  Great  Kills  Sunday  School 
from  1881  to  1913,  a  period  of  thirty-two  years  fol¬ 
lowing  twenty-five  years’  similar  service  by  his 
father;  trustee  of  the  Great  Kills  Moravian  Church 
at  various  times  from  1895  to  19x8;  clerk  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Moravian  Cemetery  and  churches  on 
Staten  Island  from  1903  to  1918;  trustee  of  the 
Moravian  College  and  Seminary,  Bethlehem,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  1907  and  member  of  Citizens’  Commit¬ 
tee,  Hudson-Fulton  celebration,  in  1909.  He  was 
active  in  the  following  organizations:  the  Students’ 
Aid  Society,  Richmond  County  Sunday  School  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Fort  Wadsworth  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Staten  Island 
Civic  League,  Staten  Island  Christian  Endeavor 
Union;  Lord’s  Day  Alliance  and  the  Law  Enforce¬ 
ment  League. 

George  Washington  and  Annie  (Stoothoff)  Cole 
had  the  following  children:  George  William,  men¬ 
tioned  further;  and  Mabel  Stoothoff,  born  July 
29,  1886,  married,  on  December  3,  1909,  Frank  A. 
Storer,  and  they  reside  in  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 
Their  children  were:  Catherine  Jane  Storer,  born 
January  8,  19x1;  Frank  Allen,  born  February  17, 
1912,  died  in  infancy;  and  Elizabeth  Cole  Storer,  bom 
April  1,  1915. 

George  William  Cole,  son  of  George  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Annie  (Stoothoff)  Cole,  and  eighth  in  line 
of  descent  from  Abraham  Cool  (or  Cole),  was  born 
December  16,  1882,  in  Great  Kills.  His  education 
was  obtained  at  Dwight  School,  New  York,  where 
he  graduated  in  1903  and  at  Stevens  Institute  of 
Technology  there  receiving  the  degree  of  Mechanical 
Engineer  in  1907.  He  has  since  followed  engineer¬ 
ing  with  success  in  the  knitting  arts  industry.  While 
at  Stevens  Institute  Mr.  Cole  became  a  member  of 
Beta  Delta  Beta  Fraternity.  From  1907  to  1910  he 
was  a  private  in  the  22d  Regiment,  Engineers,  New 
York  National  Guard,  and  captain  of  the  United 
Boys’  Brigade  of  America  at  Great  Kills  from  1910 
to  1915.  This  latter  body  was  organized  to  drill 
youths  in  the  manual  of  arms  and  preceded  Boy 
Scout  activities.  Mr.  Cole  is  a  member  of  the  Sons 
of  the  Revolution  and  historical  tastes  have  led  him 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Institute 
of  Arts  and  Sciences.  Other  connections  are  with 
the  New  York  Athletic  Club,  the  Penn  Athletic 
Club  and  the  Richmond  County  Yacht  Club,  of 
which  he  is  treasurer.  He  is  an  ardent  Mason,  being 
a  member  of  Great  Kills  Lodge,  No.  912;  Tyrian 
Chapter,  No.  219,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Empire 
Commandery,  No.  66,  Knights  Templar;  and  Mecca 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine. 

(As  mentioned  previously,  George  William  Cole’s 
great-grandfather,  Captain  Abraham  Cole,  on  March 
24,  1826,  bought  the  Joseph  Baker  Holmes  farm  at 
what  is  now  Bay  Terrace.  The  corner-stone  of  the 
house  on  this  farm  bears  the  date,  1789,  and  here 
the  son  and  grandsons  of  Captain  Cole  were  born. 
Some  of  Captain  Cole’s  great-grandchildren  were 
born  in  a  house  built  a  few  hundred  feet  away  and 
great-great-grandchildren  are  living  in  a  house  only 
a  mile  away  at  Great  Kills,  where  the  present  Cole 
residence  is  located  at  No.  35  Cedar  Place.  The 
original  homestead  and  farm  was  sold  in  1919;  the 
corner-stone  has  since  been  concealed  by  modern 
improvements  but  for  ninety-three  years  it  was  the 
pride  of  five  generations). 

The  marriage  of  George  William  Cole  took  place 
on  August  7,  1912,  at  Great  Kills,  to  Clarice  J. 
Storer,  daughter  of  Captain  Ira  A.  and  Jane  (Lang- 
maid)  Storer.  The  Langmaid  family  was  of  English 


origin  and  some  were  located  at  Cornwall  in  that 
country.  Jane  Langmaid,  the  wife  of  Captain  Storer, 
however,  was  a  native  of  Newport,  Monmouthshire, 
England,  and  after  her  marriage  to  Captain  Storer 
accompanied  him  on  his  voyages  at  sea.  In  1901 
they  permanently  made  their  home  in  this  country 
and  settled  at  Great  Kills.  Captain  Storer  was  a 
native  of  Waldoboro,  Maine,  and  in  that  State  the 
Storer  family  has  been  seated  for  years.  Its  early 
descent  is  that  of  German  nativity  and  the  history 
of  Waldoboro  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the 
family.  The  father  of  Captain  Storer  was  also  a 
mariner  and  he  had  an  interest  in  several  ships  which 
sailed  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Storer  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  Grace 
B.,  unmarried;  Henry  R.,  who  resides  in  Buenos 
Aires,  South  America;  Frank  C.,  died  young;  Clarice 
J.,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Cole;  and  Frank  A.  Captain 
Storer,  was  born  January  1,  1842  and  died  March 
7,  1926,  and  his  wife  was  born  December  14,  1841 
and  died  March  3,  1911,  their  marriage  having  taken 
place  June  10,  1872. 

George  William  Cole  and  his  wife,  Clarice  J. 
Storer,  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Marjorie 
Jean,  born  July  31,  1914;  Raymond  Allen,  born  June 
14,  1918;  and  George  Augustus,  born  August  4,  1919. 


CHRISTIAN  JULIUS  BARDES— Descendant 
of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Stapleton,  Christian  J. 
Bardes  is  representative  of  the  citizenship  which  has 
brought  Richmond  Borough  to  its  present  command¬ 
ing  position.  His  grandfather  was  Christian  Bardes 
and  his  father,  John  Bardes,  both  of  whom  preceded 
him  in  the  business  in  which  he  is  now  engaged. 

The  grandfather  of  Christian  J.  Bardes  was  the 
first  of  the  family  to  settle  on  Staten  Island.  He 
came  from  his  native  Germany  in  his  early  boyhood 
and  later  in  1847  opened  a  meat  market  in  Tomp- 
kinsville.  His  son,  John  Bardes,  was  born  at  Staple- 
ton,  October  12,  1859,  and  upon  attaining  maturity 
conducted  the  well-known  meat  market,  now  located 
at  Stapleton,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  February 
11,  1913,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  His  death 
was  regretted  by  the  citizens  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lived  and  the  local  press  testified  at  length 
to  the  sorrow  which  was  felt  throughout  the  section 
at  the  loss  of  one  of  the  finest  and  most  respected 
men  in  the  district.  He  was  appointed  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  December  28,  1893,  and  a 
letter  is  in  the  possession  of  his  son  from  the  clerk 
of  the  old  village  of  Edgewater  giving  official  noti¬ 
fication  of  his  appointment.  He  was  president  of  the 
board  of  health  at  the  time  of  a  fearful  epidemic 
on  Staten  Island,  and  to  his  courage  and  ability  as  a 
leader  of  the  community  at  that  time  of  crisis  can 
be  accredited  much  of  the  final  elimination  of  the 
scourge.  His  various  memberships  included  the 
Staten  Island  Merchant’s  Association,  the  Manufac¬ 
turer’s  League  of  New  York,  Klopstock  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  a  charter  membership  of  the 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Staten  Island  Quartette 
Club,  the  Staten  Island  Yacht  Club,  and  of  numerous 
other  organizations,  in  all  of  which  he  was  a  leading 
spirit.  He  was  also  for  many  years  the  treasurer  of 
the  Edgewater  Cooperative  Savings  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation,  of  which  institution  he  was  one  of  the  found¬ 
ers,  and  a  director  of  the  Richmond  Borough  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  and  of  the  Tottenville  National  Bank. 
The  Bardes  Building  in  Stapleton  was  included  in 
his  properties.  In  1882,  John  Bardes  was  married 
to  Louise  Credo,  the  daughter  of  former  Supervisor 
Julius  Credo,  who,  at  the  date  of  writing  (1928)  still 
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survived.  Christian  J.  Bardes  and  one  other  son, 
Charles  K.  Bardes,  are  the  only  surviving  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  six  children. 

Christian  J.  Bardes,  son  of  John  Bardes,  was  born 
in  Stapleton,  July  i  1886.  His  early  education  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  locality  and  in 
1904  he  graduated  from  the  old  Packard  Commercial 
School,  in  New  York  City.  He  then  journeyed  to 
the  West  and  for  over  a  year  held  positions  with  some 
of  the  large  packing  houses  of  that  section  of  the 
country,  where  he  gained  the  practical  experience 
which  was  to  be  of  value  to  him  in  later  years.  He 
then  returned  to  Staten  Island  and  joined  his  father 
in  the  latter’s  market.  He  also  took  interests  in  the 
various  financial  institutions  in  which  his  father  was 
interested,  but  finally  disposed  of  them,  with  one 
exception.  Mr.  Bardes  still  retains  his  position  as 
a  member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the  Bank  of 
America,  at  Stapleton,  which  institution  was,  in  his 
father’s  day,  the  Richmond  Borough  National  Bank. 

One  unique  feature  of  the  meat  market  operated 
by  Mr.  Bardes  is  the  fact  that  it  is  the  only  one 
in  Staten  Island  which  is  under  the  direct  super¬ 
vision  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  which  inspection  was  solicited  by  him,  in  order 
to  guard  his  patrons  from  products  of  doubtful 
quality. 

Mr.  Bardes  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
at  Stapleton  and  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  that  edifice. 
His  family  are  also  affiliated  with  that  church,  as 
was  his  father  before  him.  He  is  an  active  member 
of  the  New  York  Association  of  Retail  Meat  Deal¬ 
ers,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  National  Association 
of  Retail  Meat  Dealers.  He  is  a  member  of  the  local 
lodge  of  Elks,  Klopstock  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Masonic  Club,  the  Staten  Island  Yacht 
Club,  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  New  York  Automobile  Club. 

In  November,  1910,  Mr.  Bardes  married  Helen 
Benz,  of  Stapleton,  whose  family  has  been  for  many 
years  residents  of  Staten  Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bardes 
are  the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Anna 
Louise,  Christian  J.,  Jr.,  Helen  Margaret,  and  Elea¬ 
nor  Ruth. 


DANIEL  LOW — During  the  winter  of  1901  and 
1902  the  Yacht  “Meteor”  was  being  constructed  on 
Shooter’s  Island,  opposite  Mariners  Harbor,  Staten 
Island,  and  was  launched  February  25,  1902.  This 
yacht  was  built  for  the  Emperor  of  Germany;  Prince 
Henry,  his  brother,  was  sent  here  to  witness  the 
launching.  During  his  stay  in  America  he  met  and 
was  entertained  by  Mrs.  Arthur  Von  Briesen. 

The  story  is  told  that  a  young  officer  in  his  suite, 
after  returning  to  Germany  wrote  a  letter  in  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  courtesies  received,  addressing  it  to: 

“Mrs.  Von  Briesen, 

First  House, 

Left  Hand  Side, 

America.” 

The  letter  was  promptly  delivered  and  this  unique 
address  has  been  repeated  several  times  in  a  friendly 
way. 

This  house  was  built  about  1840,  for  the  use  of 
the  subject  of  the  following  sketch:  “Daniel  Low.” 

Mr.  Low  was  born  in  Ipswich  (Chebacco  Parish), 
near  Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  September  23,  1792. 
His  parents  were  David  and  Hannah  (Haskell)  Low. 

When  he  was  about  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
he  left  Salem,  Massachusetts,  where  he  had  worked 
in  an  old  fashioned  country  store  saving  a  moderate 
sum.  Arriving  in  New  York  he  boarded  in  the  lower 


part  of  the  city  to  be  near  his  business,  becoming 
a  junior  partner  in  a  dry  goods  firm.  He  married 
Alice  Orne  at  Salem,  on  September  27,  1818,  and 
returning  to  New  York  they  made  their  home  at 
No.  25  Dey  Street.  It  was  here  their  first  child, 
Frances  Elizabeth,  was  born,  but  soon  died. 

After  securing  him  and  his  money  the  firm  failed, 
leaving  Mr.  Low  financially  stranded.  A  second  child, 
Sarah  Ann,  was  born  November  16,  1820.  Leaving 
his  wife  and  child  here  Mr.  Low  sailed  for  Paris 
to  act  as  buyer  for  New  York  firms.  Meeting  with 
success  in  Paris  he  returned  to  New  York  for  a 
brief  visit.  With  his  wife  and  child  he  again  returned 
to  Paris  where  four  more  children  were  born: 
Eugene  Henry  Orne,  Edward  Gustave,  Charles 
Adolphe  (born  June  20,  1828)  and  Adele  Orne. 

In  Daniel  Low’s  office  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette 
had  his  desk  and  became  deeply  attached  to  his 
young  American  friend.  A  letter  written  by  Lafayette 
to  Mr.  Low,  dated  October  10,  1828,  expressing 
personal  regret  at  Mr.  Low’s  leaving  Paris,  confirms 
the  belief  that  Mr.  Low  made  a  short  visit  to  America 
at  that  time.  While  here,  he  invited  the  creditors  of 
his  former  firm  to  a  dinner  at  the  old  Tontine  hotel 
and  presented  each  with  a  check  for  the  principal 
and  interest  with  the  remark,  “I  want  to  ride  up 
Broadway  in  my  own  carriage  drawn  by  my  own 
horses  and  I  cannot  do  this  with  pleasure  if  I  see 
any  of  you  men  walking.”  He  was  not  legally 
obligated  to  do  this,  but  it  shows  his  early  New 
England  spirit  and  training.  He  again  went  to  Paris 
but  returned  permanently  to  America  prior  to  1833 
and  settled  in  New  York,  engaging  for  a  time  in 
the  mercantile  business.  Three  of  the  four  children 
born  in  Paris  died  and  were  buried  there  at  Pere 
La  Chaise.  On  April  10,  1833,  his  seventh  child, 
George  Albert,  was  born  in  a  house  or  hotel  on 
Broadway  near  Exchange  Place. 

Daniel  Low  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1835  and 
purchased  a  property  from  the  Barton  family  on  New 
York  Avenue,  now  called  Bay  Street,  where  he  lived 
for  some  time.  The  death  of  his  wife,  December 
4,  1836,  left  his  daughter  mistress  of  his  home,  which 
was  sold  and  later  became  known  as  Gebhardt’s 
Park. 

In  1838,  Sarah  Ann  Low  and  her  father  visited 
Europe  and  Egypt.  In  order  to  accomplish  a  trip 
up  the  Nile  she  cut  her  hair  or  “bobbed”  it,  as  it 
is  now  called,  and  donned  the  garb  of  a  man,  for 
she  was  the  first  American  woman  to  go  up  that 
river.  At  this  period  women  were  not  supposed  to 
appear  on  such  a  public  place  as  a  “dahabeeah.” 
With  equal  strength  of  mind  and  character  she  had 
several  unusual  experiences  for  a  young  American 
woman,  both  in  the  near  East  and  in  England.  She 
was  presented  to  the  Queen  of  England  and  her 
experience  on  that  occasion  was  unusual. 

Mr.  Low  had  also  purchased  a  tract  of  land  from 
Walter  Mead  just  across  New  York  Avenue  and 
extending  to  the  water’s  edge  of  New  York  Bay, 
adjoining  the  United  States  Military  Reservation. 
On  this  property,  about  1840,  he  built  a  very  at¬ 
tractive  house  on  the  bluffs  overlooking  the  Nar¬ 
rows.  This  property  is  the  present  Von  Briesen 
house  referred  to  at  the  beginning  of  this  sketch. 
Here  he  lived  with  his  three  children,  Sarah  Ann, 
Charles  Adolph  and  George  Albert. 

When  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  Mr.  Low,  a  widower, 
married,  on  October  8,  1850,  Evelina  Ellen  Burd 
Tylden,  who  was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  She  was 
born  in  Lynchburg  Virginia  where  her  kindred  still 
reside.  The  bride  was  welcomed  to  the  house  at  The 
Narrows  by  the  three  children.  After  this  mar- 
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riage,  Sarah  Ann  married  Manuel  X.  Harmony,  and 
occupied  a  house  built  by  her  father  near  his  home. 
This  was  always  known  as  the  “Harmony  House.” 
Daniel  Low’s  second  marriage  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  five  children:  Evelyn  Tylden,  Daniel  Low, 
Jr.,  Francis  Clifton,  and  twins,  Richard  Tylden  and 
Adele  Tylden.  The  last  named  is  the  only  child  now 
living. 

A  wealthy  merchant  of  New  Orleans,  Matthew 
Morgan  by  name,  in  1846,  built  a  large  house  in  the 
center  of  a  tract  of  land  between  Tompkins  Ave¬ 
nue,  now  St.  Mark’s  Place,  and  Westervelt  Ave¬ 
nue,  on  its  highest  point.  Mr.  Low’s  attention  was 
attracted  to  this  property  and  in  1857  he  purchased 
it  and  occupied  it  in  1858.  This  was  a  two-story 
brick  structure  with  large  piazzas  on  three  sides.  A 
builder  in  New  Brighton  once  said,  “I  carted  one  half 
of  the  650,000  bricks  used  in  that  building.”  It  was 
about  fifty-five  feet  wide  and  very  long,  shaped  like 
a  telescope  with  several  narrowing  sections.  In  this 
home,  Mr.  Low  and  his  gracious  wife  received  many 
of  their  kindred  and  friends.  He  had  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  many  prominent  men  both  in  Europe 
and  America,  including  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette, 
who  has  been  mentioned  before;  Louis  Kossuth, 
Hiram  Powers,  Audubon,  and  many  others.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Low  spent  much  time  in  Washington  with 
their  brother-in-law,  Zenas  C.  Robbins,  marshall  of 
that  city,  appointed  by  President  Lincoln.  At  this 
time  practically  all  of  the  great  army  and  navy  men, 
diplomats,  governors  and  others  were  to  be  met  in 
Washington  in  the  Robbins  house.  During  the  Civil 
War  Mr.  Low  was  a  staunch  Union  man  and  did 
much  to  aid  the  cause.  The  sons,  Charles  Adolphe 
and  George  Albert,  had  located  in  California  in 
1850,  going  there  by  the  old  fashioned  and  dangerous 
trip  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Daniel  Low 
was  much  interested  in  the  great  shipping  firm  of 
his  nephews,  A.  A.  Low  and  Brothers,  who  did  so 
much  to  further  the  prestige  of  the  United  States 
through  their  interest  on  the  West  River,  Canton, 
China. 

The  incident  in  which  Mr.  Low  paid  off  a  debt 
for  which  he  was  not  legally  responsible  was  emu¬ 
lated  later  by  his  children.  A  clause  in  his  will  provid¬ 
ing  that  certain  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  be 
sold  and  the  proceeds  given  to  the  Children’s  Aid 
Society  was  declared  invalid  by  the  court.  During 
the  next  twenty-five  years  the  lands  were  carefully 
looked  after  and  sold,  and  the  proceeds  conserved, 
and  then  the  two  sons,  Charles  Adolphe  and  George 
Albert,  with  their  sisters,  Evelyn  Tylden  (Low) 
Bridgman  and  Adele  Tylden,  presented  the  sum  .  of 
$10,657.35  to  that  society,  carrying  out  the  spirit 
and  intent  of  their  father’s  will. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Low’s  office  was  at  No.  11 
Broadway  and  in  an  old  trunk  in  this  office  were 
letters  from  his  friends  who  were  prominent  in 
European  and  American  affairs.  During  one  of  his 
trips  to  Europe  his  office  boy  sold  the  contents  of 
his  trunk  for  old  papers.  The  autographs  on  these 
letters  would  today  have  a  high  commercial  value. 
Another  loss  of  that  nature  was  an  autograph  album 
belonging  to  his  daughter,  Evelyn  Tylden  (Low) 
Bridgman,  in  which  there  were  autographs  of  noted 
people,  which  was  stolen  by  a  so-called  friend  in 
Paris. 

Mr.  Low’s  business  methods  were  very  strict,  and 
his  credit  stood  high.  While  in  Paris  acting  as  buyer 
of  silks  and  ribbons  he  was  waited  on  by  a  manu¬ 
facturer  of  such  who  offered  him  his  entire  stock 
at  a  special  low  price  for  cash.  The  offer  was  de¬ 
clined  as  Mr.  Low  had  no  definite  order  from  his 


American  clients  to  buy  such  goods,  nor  did  he  have 
funds  with  which  to  make  the  purchase.  The  manu¬ 
facturer  evidently  went  directly  to  a  banker  who 
came  to  Mr.  Low  and  said,  “If  you  think  this  is  a 
good  opportunity  I  will  let  you  have  all  the  money 
you  need  to  avail  yourself  of  it.”  And  it  is  fair  to 
assume  that  the  young  American  made  a  good  profit 
on  this  transaction. 

Mr.  Low  was  very  fond  of  travel  and  with  his 
family  crossed  the  continent  to  visit  his  sons  in  San 
Francisco.  It  was  on  this  trip  that  he  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Brigham  Young,  whose  executive  abil¬ 
ity  he  greatly  admired.  Later  with  his  family  he 
visited  Europe,  spending  much  time  in  Rome,  Flor¬ 
ence  and  Switzerland.  While  in  Italy,  Hiram  Powers, 
the  famous  American  sculptor  executed  a  bust  of 
him  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Daniel  Low 
Bridgman,  his  grandson.  He  returned  to  America 
to  his  home,  which  he  enjoyed  to  the  full.  He  was 
taken  suddenly  ill  and  died  April  6,  1876,  being  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Low  Vault  in  the  old  Marble  Cemetery 
on  Second  Street,  New  York  City. 


SIDNEY  HENRY  WATSON— Among  our 
many  representative  citizens  who  have  followed  the 
profession  of  banking  successfully  for  several  years, 
having  advanced  steadily  within  their  calling,  is  Sid¬ 
ney  H.  Watson  of  Randall  Manor,  West  Brighton. 
Mr.  Watson  holds  the  office  of  assistant  secretary 
of  the  St.  George  Branch  of  the  American  Trust 
Company. 

The  Watson  family,  which  is  of  Scotch  descent, 
has  been  represented  in  America  for  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  years.  The  first  to  come  to  this  country  was 
John  Watson,  born  in  Scotland,  the  grandfather  of 
Sidney  H.  Watson.  He  arrived  on  these  shores  when 
a  young  man  and  forthwith  engaged  in  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  marine  engineering.  He  and  his  wife,  who 
was  also  born  in  Scotland  and  before  her  marriage 
was  a  Vance,  came  to  Staten  Island  from  New  York. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  all  of  whom 
are  deceased:  John,  of  whom  further;  Margaret,  who 
married  W.  E.  Cornell;  Robert  and  Harry.  The 
elder  Watsons,  upon  their  demise,  were  buried  in 
Woodlawn  Cemetery,  the  Bronx,  New  York  City.. 

The  birth  of  John  Watson,  eldest  of  the  family, 
occurred  in  Harlem,  January  25,  1855.  His  educa¬ 
tion  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools,  after  which 
he  became  an  apprentice  in  the  employ  of  the.  Del- 
mater  Iron  Works,  where  he  learned  the  machinist’s 
trade.  He  then  began  an  association  with  the  John 
R.  McNiel  Engineering  Company,  which  later  be¬ 
came  the  Columbia  Engineering  Works  and  in  this 
service  became  superintendent  of  the  boat  building 
branch.  Coming  to  Staten  Island  about  1900  his  next 
connection  was  with  the  Townsend-Downey  shipyards 
at  Shooter’s  Island,  of  which  he  became  the  head. 
Having  spent  many  long  and  arduous  years  in  pur¬ 
suit  of  this  occupation,  until  at  last  general  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  ability  was  gained,  he  further  demonstrated 
his  aptitude  as  a  creator  and  builder  of  vessels.  One 
of  the  outstanding  achievements  that  can  be  credited 
to  his  genius  was  the  superintending  of  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  bronze  yacht,  “Meteor,”  constructed  for 
Kaiser  Wilhelm  of  Germany  before  the  World  War. 
The  “Meteor”  was  built  at  the  old  Townsend-Downey 
shipyard. 

Mr.  Watson  remained  with  this  concern  up  to  the 
time  of  its  dissolution.  He  thereupon  returned  to  the 
Columbia  Engineering  Company  until  this  firm,  in 
turn,  was  dissolved.  For  a  short  time  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  Brooklyn,  following  which  the  Shooter’s 
Island  Shipbuilding  Corporation  numbered  him 
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among  its  supervising  forces,  until  its  disorganization. 
On  November  3,  1915,  he  became  one  of  the  found¬ 
ers  of  the  Standard  Shipbuilding  Corporation;  on 
April  12,  1916  the  first  blueprints  were  received  show¬ 
ing  the  lines  of  the  new  freight  steamer  which  was 
to  be  constructed;  on  May  2,  the  first  plates  and 
angles  for  Hull  No.  1  were  received;  on  June  19, 
the  first  plate  of  the  new  boats  was  laid  out  and 
on  August  16  work  was  started  on  the  erection  of 
six  new  building  berths. 

During  the  year  1916  the  Standard  Shipbuilding 
Corporation  came  under  the  control  of  a  number  of 
Cuban  gentlemen  headed  by  Jose  Marimon  as  pres¬ 
ident.  Mr.  Watson  on  January  12,  1917.  called  a 
meeting  of  the  foremen  and  introduced  Mr.  Emilio 
Godoy  as  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the 
corporation.  On  May  29  of  the  same  year  the  first 
hull  built  by  the  company  slid  down  the  ways.  Mr. 
Watson  remained  in  this  association  until  his  death 
on  October  26,  1919,  thus  completing  a  life  that 
had  been  fraught  with  long  and  efficient  service 
within  a  profession  that  since  early  times  had  absorbed 
the  attention  of  countless  Staten  Island  residents. 

John  Watson  had  married,  in  September,  1876, 
Frances  Riker,  of  a  pioneer  New  York  and  Long 
Island  family.  The  history  of  this  family  in  America 
is  a  lengthy  and  distinguished  one,  various  represen¬ 
tatives  having  been  prominent  in  the  annals  of  New 
Jersey,  New  York  and  other  nearby  States.  The 
first  of  the  Rikers  to  come  to  these  shores  was  Abra¬ 
ham  Rycken  or  de  Rycke,  who  emigrated  from  Hol¬ 
land  about  1638.  He  had  received  a  substantial  grant 
of  land  from  Governor  Kieft  for  which  he  after¬ 
wards  took  a  patent  dated  August  8,  1640,  the  land 
being  situated  at  the  Wallabout.  In  1642  it  is  de¬ 
finitely  known  that  Abraham  Rycken  was  in.  New 
Amsterdam  where  he  lived  for  many  years  in  the 
section  now  embracing  Broad  Street.  In  1656  it  is 
recorded  that  he  journeyed  to  the  Delaware  River 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  beaver  skins,  then  a 
leading  article  of  traffic.  Some  eight  years  later  he 
obtained  a  grant  of  land  at  the  Poor  Bowery  to 
which  he  removed  after  adding  to  his  domain  the 
island  known  as  Riker’s  Island  (this  appellation  being 
in  use  at  the  present  day).  His  wife  was  Grietie 
Harmensen,  daughter  of  Hendrick  Harmensen,  one 
of  the  first  of  Long  Island  settlers  and  probably  its 
first  stock  raiser  and  pioneer  farmer.  He  had 
located  at  what  came  to  be  known  as  the  “Poor 
Bowery”  to  which  he  established  his  claim  as  early 
as  1638,  thus  giving  the  Rikers  precedence  as  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Long  Island. 

Abraham  and  Grietie  (Harmensen)  Rycken  became 
the  parents  of  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  thus 
giving  rise  to  numerous  family  branches.  Of  one  of 
these  came  Zilpha  (Riker)  Watson;  her  line  of 
descent  can  be  traced  directly  back  to  Abraham 
Rycken.  She  survives  her  husband,  who,  as  men¬ 
tioned  previously,  died  in  19x9. 

John  and  Frances  (Riker)  Watson  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  married:  1.  Mary 
Elizabeth,  became  the  wife  of  David  Gibson  of  Nut- 
ley,  New  Jersey.  2.  John  Lester,  married  Frances 
Van  Buren.  3.  Stanley  C.,  married.  4.  Ethel  A.,  mar¬ 
ried  Arthur  Samuel  Brooks  of  New  Rochelle,  New 
York.  5.  Sidney  H.,  our  subject,  of  whom  further. 
6.  Harry,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Brooklyn. 

Sidney  H.  Watson  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  June  30, 
1895,  and  obtained  his  earlier  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Staten  Island,  having  been  brought  here 
as  a  lad.  Later  he  became  a  student  at  Manual 
Training  High  School,  Brooklyn,  and  upon  his  grad¬ 


uation  evinced  a  desire  to  enter  the  field  of  banking, 
believing  that  he  was  fitted  to  undertake  such  work. 

He  therefore  began  his  career  in  1911,  serving  at 
first  as  a  messenger  boy  in  the  employ  of  the  Nassau 
National  Bank  in  Brooklyn.  In  1915  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  accounting  firm  of  McWhorter, 
Boyce,  Hughes  and  Farrell  in  Manhattan,  working  in 
their  offices  during  the  day  time  and  studying  public 
accounting  at  the  Pace  and  Pace  School  in  the  eve¬ 
ning.  Both  his  daily  duties  and  his  studies,  which  he 
adhered  to  earnestly,  were  of  considerable  aid  to  him 
in  laying  the  foundation  for  future  banking  activities. 

With  the  entrance  of  our  country  into  the  World 
War  in  1917,  Mr.  Watson  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Navy  and  served  throughout  the  conflict,  re¬ 
ceiving  his  honorable  discharge  in  1919.  He  imme¬ 
diately  returned  to  the  field  of  public  accounting  and 
two  years  later  became  associated  with  the  Chatham 
and  Phoenix  National  Bank  and  American  Exchange, 
remaining  here  until  1926. 

In  that  year  Mr.  Watson  became  identified  with  the 
institution  with  which  he  is  now  connected,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Trust  Company.  On  September  1  when  the  St. 
George  branch  of  this  nationally-known  banking 
establishment  was  opened  to  the  public,  he  held  the 
position  of  paying  teller.  A  few  days  later,  however, 
he  was  made  solicitor,  in  which  capacity  he  was 
engaged  until  March,  1927.  At  that  time  he  rose 
to  an  executive  position  wherein  was  involved  a 
much  larger  responsibility  and  concern  than  he  had 
previously  shared,  this  post  being  that  of  assistant 
manager  of  the  St.  George  Branch.  Since  that  time 
his  service  to  this  company  has  been  materially 
enlarged,  so  that  at  the  current  time  he  is  also 
assistant  secretary  to  the  local  branch,  having  been 
elected  to  such  office  in  March,  1930.  The  American 
Trust  Company’s  headquarters  are  at  No.  30  Bay 
Street,  St.  George. 

Mr.  Watson  finds  time  outside  of  his  banking 
duties  to  engage  in  activities  chiefly  of  a  fraternal, 
civic  and  recreational  nature.  He  is  affiliated  with 
several  organizations  including  the  Masonic  Order, 
being  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66.  He 
is  fond  of  playing  golf  and  particularly  devoted  to 
the  raising  of  Dahlias,  which  are  grown  at  his  home, 
No.  73  Walbrooke  Avenue,  Randall  Manor,  West 
Brighton.  In  connection  with  the  attractive  resi¬ 
dential  section  in  which  he  and  his  family  dwell,  Mr. 
Watson  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Randall  Manor 
Residents’  Association  and  was  the  first  treasurer  of 
the  organization. 

Sidney  H.  Watson  married,  on  June  16,  1920,  Edna 
Hutwelker  of  Brooklyn,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Dorothea  (Fleischauer)  Hutwelker,  the  former  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Figge  and  Hutwelker  in  New 
York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson  have  the  following 
children:  Richard  Kenneth,  born  April  26,  1921; 
Dorothy  Vance,  born  October  22,  1922;  and  Janet, 
born  May  2,  1926. 

BENJAMIN  F.  FUNK — In  narrating  the  his¬ 
tory  of  families  and  of  individuals,  thus  taking  into 
account  their  origin,  their  careers  and  their  influence 
upon  a  community,  it  cannot  help  but  stimulate  the 
interest  of  both  the  biographer  and  reader  of  such 
writings.  In  the  story  of  the  Funk  family  treated 
herein  we  go  back  more  than  two  centuries  ago 
to  the  Old  World  where  in  Switzerland  their  ancestors 
were  early  seated.  During  these  times  persons  bear¬ 
ing  the  original  name,  Funck,  left  their  native  land; 
some  went  to  Holland  and  France  and  others  of  this 
line  of  descent  came  to  America. 
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In  the  Pennsylvania  colony,  at  Valley  Forge,  later 
renowned  as  a  Revolutionary  War  site,  two  Funck 
progenitors  settled,  while  two  others  located  west¬ 
ward  in  what  is  now  Lancaster  County.  As  time 
went  on  members  of  the  family  became  prominently 
identified  in  Pennsylvania  in  various  movements  and 
subsequently  they  gave  account  of  themselves  on  the 
early  Western  frontier  in  Ohio.  In  later  and  more 
current  times  their  activities  extended  to  the  fields 
of  merchandising,  publishing,  literature  and  religion; 
and  to  the  development  here  on  Staten  Island  of 
Westerleigh,  well  known  to  us  as  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  residential  centers  of  our  community.  In 
the  following  lines  is  described  the  story  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  since  their  coming  to  this  country  in  1709,  in¬ 
clusive  of  their  later  genealogical  and  biographical 
reviews. 

It  is  assumed,  as  authentic  records  are  not  obtain¬ 
able,  that  Henry  Funck,  one  of  the  four  progenitors 
who  settled  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  previously  men¬ 
tioned  year,  was  the  grandfather  or  father  of  Rudolph 
Funck,  born  about  1753.  The  latter,  according  to 
definite  information,  after  receiving  a  common  school 
education,  became  a  farmer,  having  purchased  land 
in  Manor  Township,  Lancaster  County,  from  Chris¬ 
tian  Stoner  and  his  wife.  The  deed  legalizing  this  sale 
was  dated  October  7,  1786.  About  the  year  1776  he 
married  Catherine  Krebile  and  they  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  Maria,  Henry,  of  whom  further,  Magda¬ 
lena,  Catherine  and  Elizabeth. 

Henry  Funck,  the  second  of  their  children,  was 
bom  in  Manor  Township,  September  7,  1781,  died 
about  1819.  After  attending  school  he  chose  to  take 
up  farming  as  a  lifetime  occupation  and  later  married 
Barbara  Herr,  born  October  19,  1783.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  children:  Henry,  Fannie,  John, 
of  whom  further;  Christian  and  Catherine. 

John  Funk,  son  of  Henry  and  Barbara  (Herr) 
Funck,  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  drop  the  “c” 
in  the  name.  He  was  born  in  Manor  Township, 
September  12,  1808.  After  attending  the  local  schools 
for  only  a  few  years  but  acquiring  withal  a  beneficial 
education  through  evening  study,  he  began,  at  the 
age  of  fourteen,  to  learn  the  trade  of  weaver,  working 
as  such  for  some  years.  Then  engaging  in  the  dry 
goods  business  he  removed  to  Ohio  in  1833,  settled 
near  Clifton  on  the  Little  Miami  River  in  Green 
County  and  took  up  his  abode  in  a  log  cabin.  While 
living  there  he  conducted  a  meat  market  and  general 
merchandise  business  in  addition  to  maintaining  a 
farm,  but  later  he  moved  into  the  town  where  he 
had  charge  of  a  hotel. 

In  1847  John  Funk  journeyed  to  Springfield,  Ohio, 
where  for  two  years  he  was  owner  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  House,  a  flourishing  hostelry.  Then  mov¬ 
ing  to  the  center  of  the  city  he  conducted  another 
hotel  but  subsequently  forwent  this  occupation  in 
order  to  again  give  his  attention  to  mercantile  affairs. 
A  man  of  considerable  acumen  and  foresight,  he 
invested  in  real  estate  in  connection  with  his  busi¬ 
ness  activities,  accumulating  thereby  nearly  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  million  dollars.  Half  of  this  amount,  how¬ 
ever,  was  lost  before  his  death,  due  principally 
to  his  willingness  to  give  security  for  others.  Strong 
in  his  religious  faith  and  attendance  at  worship,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Universalist  Church. 

John  Funk  married  (first),  on  February  3,  1831, 
Barbara  Kauffman,  born  in  Lancaster  County,  in 
his  native  State,  December  17,  1811,  who  died  in 
Springfield,  Ohio,  March  10,  i860.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children:  1.  Martha  Ann,  born  No¬ 
vember  27,  1831,  died  August  14,  1833.  2.  Barbara 
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Elizabeth,  born  October  22,  1833;  married,  March 
11,  1856,  George  Smith  Steinberger.  Their  children: 
Orrin,  Mary,  Bertram,  George,  Eddie.  3.  Henry  J., 
born  November  9,  1835,  married,  August  30,  1859, 
Courtney  Jane  Lemon,  and  had  two  children,  Starling 
and  Pearl.  Her  death  occurred  August  25,  1884. 
He  married  (second),  prior  to  1890,  Mary  Baker 
and  had  two  children,  Henry  and  Helen.  Henry 
J.  Funk’s  death  occurred  on  August  16,  1898.  4. 
Catherine  Caroline,  born  February  21,  1838,  married, 
in  i860,  George  W.  Deaver.  5.  Dr.  Isaac  Funk, 
the  fifth  child  and  second  son,  was  born  September 
10,  1839,  in  Clifton,  Ohio.  After  receiving  his  early 
schooling  in  his  native  town  he  attended  Wittenburg 
College  from  whence  he  received,  in  i860,  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  and  in  later  years  the  title 
of  Doctor  of  Laws.  After  leaving  college  he  filled 
various  pastorates  until  1872  when  his  resignation 
from  St.  Matthew’s  English  Lutheran  Church  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  occurred.  Desiring  to  give 
more  time  to  his  literary  work  and  incidentally  the 
production  and  distribution  of  his  writings,  he  then 
entered  the  field  of  publishing,  taking  with  him  as  a 
partner,  A.  W.  Wagnalls.  It  was  thus  that  the 
noted  firm  of  Funk  and  Wagnalls  was  formed  and  of 
which  he  became  president.  He  acted  as  editor-in- 
chief  of  the  “Standard  Dictionary,”  1891-96,  and  re¬ 
vised  this  work  in  the  year  1903.  Another  compen¬ 
dium  of  knowledge,  the  “Jewish  Encyclopedia,”  was 
published  largely  through  his  work  as  chairman  of 
the  editorial  board  and  he  also  served  as  founder 
and  editor  of  “The  Metropolitan  Pulpit”  in  1876,  a 
publication  known  later  as  “The  Homiletic  Review.” 
In  connection  with  his  own  firm  he  also  founded 
“The  Voice”  in  1880,  “The  Missionary  Review”  in 
1888,  “The  Literary  Digest”  in  1889,  was  editor  of 
“Tarry  Thou  Till  I  Come,”  with  introduction  in 
1901,  became  the  author  of  “The  Next  Step  in 
Evolution,”  in  1902,  “The  Widow’s  Mite”  and  “Other 
Psychic  Phenomena,”  in  1904,  and  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Simplified 
Spelling  Board. 

As  a  strong  adherent  of  temperance,  Dr.  Funk 
early  became  identified  with  prohibition  movements 
and  organizational  work  aimed  to  form  and  develop 
public  sentiment  in  this  direction.  In  this  relation 
he  was  treasurer  of  the  Prohibition  Park  Company 
on  Staten  Island.  He  was  also  affiliated  with  the 
National  Geographic  Society,  the  Aldine  Club  of 
New  York,  the  Ohio  Society  of  New  York,  and  the 
Brooklyn  Clerical  Union.  He  married  (first),  in 
1863,  at  Carey,  Ohio,  Eliza  Thompson,  daughter  of 
James  and  Janet  Thompson  and  they  had  two  chil¬ 
dren:  James  Alfred,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  and  Lida,  who  married,  May  6,  1895,  Robert 
Scott.  Eliza  (Thompson)  Funk’s  death  occurred  Feb¬ 
ruary  29,  1868.  Dr.  Isaac  Funk  married  (second), 
in  1869,  Helen  G.  Thompson,  a  sister  of  his  first 
wife,  and  they  had  a  son,  Wilfred  John  Funk.  6. 
Christian  C.  Funk,  sixth  child  of  John  and  Barbara 
(Kauffman)  Funk  was  born  February  25,  1842;  mar¬ 
ried,  on  November  2,  1870,  Ida  Olive  Corbley  and 
died  March  24,  1896.  They  had  two  children,  Blanche 
Elizabeth  and  Martha,  who  became  a  Judge  of  the 
Common  Pleas  Court  in  Tacoma,  Washington.  7. 
John  A.,  another  brother,  born  July  17,  1844,  married 
Jennie  M.  Martin  on  October  12,  1871.  and  had  two 
children:  James,  died  in  infancy  and  Nellie  now  Mrs. 
Walter  Linn.  He  was  a  merchant  and  promoter 
by  profession;  he  died  in  Prince  Rupert,  British 
Columbia,  in  1914.  8.  Martha  Anna,  born  July  18, 
1849,  married,  August  15,  1865,  Dr.  Brown  Frank 
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Brownfield,  and  had  two  children:  Percy  and  Ardith 
both  deceased.  Dr.  Brownfield  served  as  a  phy¬ 
sician  and  surgeon  in  the  Union  Army  during  the 
Civil  War.  9.  Benjamin  F.,  youngest  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  who  became  a  resident  of  Staten  Island  and  of 
whom  further. 

Coming  back  to  John  Funk  again  we  find  that 
his  first  wife,  Barbara  (Kauffman)  Funk,  the  mother 
of  these  nine  aforementioned  children,  died  March  10, 
i860.  He  had  married  again  on  March  31,  1863,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Stoner  and  they  had  one  child,  Lovetta, 
born  July  21,  1867;  died  March  24,  1892.  John  Funk’s 
death  occurred  June  25,  1888  in  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Benjamin  F.  Funk,  the  son  of  John  and  Barbara 
(Kauffman)  Funk,  was  born  on  January  21,  1850, 
in  Springfield,  Ohio,  the  place  in  which  his  early 
schooling  was  acquired.  Becoming  a  student  at  Wit- 
tenburg  College  he  remained  here  until  1872  when  the 
degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Master  of  Arts 
were  awarded  him.  The  same  year  found  him  estab¬ 
lished  in  a  grocery  business  in  Xenia,  Ohio,  which 
he  sold  in  1873  in  order  to  enter  the  dry  goods  busi¬ 
ness  of  his  father  in  Springfield.  Subsequently  for 
a  few  years  he  was  successively  engaged  in  the  shoe 
business  with  G.  T.  Ingersoll  under  the  name  of 
Ingersoll  and  Funk  in  Springfield,  a  grocery  enter¬ 
prise  in  the  same  city,  and  as  a  student  at  the  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Wittenburg. 

In  January  of  1877,  Benjamin  F.  Funk  entered 
a  grocery  business  with  his  brother,  John  A.  Funk, 
under  the  name  of  B.  F.  Funk  and  Company,  and 
in  1882  began  the  management  of  a  wholesale  grocery 
establishment.  Seven  years  later,  in  1889,  the  busi¬ 
ness  was  purchased  by  Steele,  Hopkins  and  Meredith 
and  in  the  same  year  Mr.  Funk  came  to  New  York 
to  become  associated  with  Funk  and  Wagnalls  Com¬ 
pany,  (now  of  “Literary  Digest”  fame)  thus  aiding 
in  the  publishing  of  the  first  edition  of  the  Standard 
Dictionary  in  1890.  About  this  time  the  Funk  fam¬ 
ily  became  interested  in  the  development  of  a  model 
village  here  on  Staten  Island,  in  that  of  Westerleigh 
also  called  Prohibition  Park.  He  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Prohibition  Park  Company  in 
1892,  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Prohibition 
Park  Building  Loan  and  Saving  Association  in  1893 
and  later  became  treasurer  of  the  last-named  body. 
In  1897  he  gave  up  his  position  with  Funk  and 
Wagnalls  Company  in  order  to  give  more  of  his  time 
to  the  rapidly  growing  Prohibition  Park.  The 
Lutheran  Church  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  long  num¬ 
bered  him  among  its  members,  while  his  residence 
here  in  Westerleigh  was  distinguished  by  his  aid  in 
the  organization  of  the  Immanuel  Union  Church  and 
his  service  as  a  deacon  and  a  Sunday  school  worker. 

He  was  also  a  trustee  of  Westerleigh  Collegiate 
Institute,  organized  in  1893,  the  first  instruction  to 
students  being  given  in  the  residence  of  the  principal, 
Rev.  Charles  A.  Kingsley.  A  splendid  building 
erected  in  1895  afterwards  burned.  In  addition  to  this 
educational  enterprise,  largely  under  Mr.  Funk’s 
direction,  an  auditorium  was  erected  in  which  many 
distinguished  evangelists  and  explorers  addressed 
large-sized  audiences.  Among  them  were  Sam  Jones, 
famous  Georgia  prohibitionist,  who  held  a  series 
of  meetings,  and  Robert  E.  Peary,  Arctic  explorer 
and  discoverer  of  the  North  Pole.  At  the  entrance 
to  the  auditorium,  in  harmony  with  the  general 
purposes  of  Prohibition  Park,  an  elaborate  fountain 
affording  pure  drinking  water,  was  erected.  Also, 
in  order  to  accommodate  the  large  crowds  of  persons 
who  visited  the  auditorium  the  first  trolley  cars  ran 
from  Port  Richmond  to  Prohibition  Park. 

The  marriage  of  Benjamin  F.  Funk  took  place  in 


Dayton,  Ohio,  on  September  17,  1872,  to  Cynthia 

E.  Layton,  daughter  of  Arthur  and  Rhoda  (Lowman) 
Layton.  Both  the  Lowman  and  Layton  families  were 
among  the  early  pioneers  who  immigrated  to  this 
country,  the  Lowmans  being  of  Dutch  and  the  Lay- 
tons  of  English  ancestry.  About  a  hundred  years 
ago  they  settled  in  Pike  and  Clark  counties,  Ohio, 
where  they  took  up  farming.  The  first  known  Low- 
man  there  was  John  and  his  wife  was  Cynthia 
Hughel,  they  being  the  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Ben¬ 
jamin  F.  Funk.  The  latter’s  grandfather  Layton’s 
name  was  Arthur  and  that  of  his  wife  was  Susan 
McKinney.  The  children  of  Arthur  and  Rhoda 
(Lowman)  Layton  were:  Nile  J.,  a  Civil  War  sol¬ 
dier  who,  after  marriage,  lived  and  died  in  Chester, 
Pennsylvania;  Ezra  N.,  a  farmer,  who  lived  and  died 
in  Clark  County,  Ohio;  Joel  T.,  a  farmer  and  busi¬ 
ness  man,  who  later  lived  and  died  in  North  Man¬ 
chester,  Indiana;  Amanda  J.,  who  married  Colum¬ 
bus  Flook,  a  potter  and  they  also  lived  and  died  in 
North  Manchester;  Malcolm,  who  died  in  infancy  and 
Cynthia  E.,  the  widow  of  Benjamin  F.  Funk. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  F.  Funk  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  six  children:  1.  John  Arthur,  the  eldest,  born 
June  17,  1873,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Springfield,  Ohio,  the  preparatory  department  of 
Wittenburg  College,  at  New  York  University,  where 
he  received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1895  and 
at  Columbia  University,  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  where  his  diploma  as  Doctor  of  Medicine 
was  awarded  him  in  1900.  He  then  served  as  an 
interne  at  Roosevelt  Hospital  for  a  year  and  a  half 
and  in  1902  voyaged  to  Hamadan,  Persia,  as  a  med¬ 
ical  missionary  representing  the  Presbyterian  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions,  where  he  is  engaged  at  the 
present  time.  His  marriage  took  place  April  11, 
1905,  at  Teheran,  Persia,  to  Sue  Leinbach,  of  Berks 
County,  Pennsylvania. 

2.  Alverda,  second  of  the  children  of  Benjamin 

F.  and  Cynthia  E.  (Layton)  Funk,  born  December  3, 
1874,  died  March  16,  1887. 

3.  Walter  A.,  born  August  14,  1876,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Springfield, 
Ohio,  and  Port  Richmond,  Staten  Island.  After 
attending  Westerleigh  Collegiate  Institute  he  became 
a  student  of  Engineering  in  the  Colorado  School 
of  Mines  at  Golden,  Colorado,  and  graduated  from 
this  institution  in  1903  with  the  degree  of  Mining 
Engineer.  He  then  took  up  this  profession  in  Colo¬ 
rado  and  for  a  time  was  county  surveyor  of  Gilpin 
County.  In  1917  he  served  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  on 
transports,  engaging  in  this  service  until  the  close 
of  the  World  War.  Upon  being  released  he  em¬ 
barked  for  Colombia,  South  America,  in  the  employ 
of  an  engineering  firm  and  remained  in  that  country 
for  one  year.  After  returning  to  the  United  States 
he  went  to  Colorado  for  a  short  time  before  ventur¬ 
ing  to  San  Louis  Obispo,  California,  where  at  the 
current  writing  he  is  a  teacher  of  Physics  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  Polytechnic  Institute.  His  marriage  occurred 
in  April,  1904,  to  Chandos  MacNeal  of  Golden, 
Colorado,  and  they  have  two  children:  Helen  F.  and 
Walter  Franklin. 

4.  Merton  Layton,  fourth  of  the  family  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  Cynthia  E.  (Layton)  Funk,  was  born  April 
29,  1879.  After  receiving  an  early  educational  train¬ 
ing  in  the  public  schools  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  and 
in  Staten  Island  where  he  attended  Westerleigh  Col¬ 
legiate  Institute,  he  studied  for  two  years  at  Amherst 
College  before  entering  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  Columbia  University  from  which 
he  was  graduated.  The  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  1905  and  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1908  were  granted 
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him.  His  interneship  was  spent  at  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Hospital  at  Brooklyn  and  he  established  practice 
in  that  city  where  he  still  maintains  his  office.  He 
married,  October  9,  1909,  in  Brooklyn,  Marion 
Thompson,  of  that  city,  and  to  this  union  two  chil¬ 
dren  were  born :  Merton  Thompson  and  Arthur 
Layton. 

5.  Charles  Earl,  born  April  4,  1881,  received  a 
preliminary  schooling  similar  to  his  older  brothers, 
after  which  he  attended  New  York  University  for 
two  years.  He  then  went  to  Boulder,  Colorado,  to 
study  engineering  at  the  University  of  Colorado, 
where  he  received  his  diploma  as  a  Civil  Engineer 
in  1908.  The  next  four  years  were  productive  of 
work  within  his  profession  in  Colorado,  but  in  1912, 
he  returned  East  to  New  York  in  order  to  become 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Industrial  Extension  In¬ 
stitute,  publishers  of  engineering  works  and  books 
on  mechanical  education.  In  this  work  he  also  assisted 
as  an  editor.  The  year  1925,  however,  marked  his 
entrance  into  the  Dictionary  Department  of  the  firm 
of  Funk  and  Wagnalls  where  he  remained  for  two 
years  before  going  to  San  Diego,  California,  to  be 
employed  as  an  engineer  by  a  large  manufacturing 
plant.  His  marriage  took  place  October  23,  1913,  to 
Beulah  M.  Johnson  daughter  of  Dr.  William  and 
Adelaide  (Capron)  Johnson,  of  Uxbridge,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  They  are  the  parents  of  six  children :  Charles 
E.,  John  Capron,  Marion  Elizabeth,  Donald  Archibald, 
Priscilla  Ann,  and  William  Benjamin. 

6.  Chester  Carlyle,  youngest  of  the  family,  was 
born  April  21,  1884,  died  August  9,  1885. 

The  late  Benjamin  F.  Funk  died  February  2,  1914, 
was  buried  at  the  Moravian  Cemetery,  at  New  Dorp, 
and  in  his  passing  Staten  Island  lost  one  of  its  worthy 
citizens  and  a  representative  of  an  illustrious  family 
who  had  succeeded  in  so  many  fields  of  endeavor. 


ROBERT  LOUIS  KRAUSE— Of  its  sons  who 
have  achieved  a  place  in  the  field  of  science,  Staten 
Island  is  proud  to  claim  Robert  L.  Krause  of  New 
Brighton,  a  leader  in  the  realm  of  chemistry  and  one 
of  the  important  factors  in  the  industrial  life  of  this 
vicinity  in  his  capacity  as  factory  manager  and 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  old-estab¬ 
lished  firm  of  L.  Dejonge  Company.  Mr.  Krause 
has  been  connected  with  this  progressive  concern 
since  1910  and  has  been  an  active  force  in  helping 
to  bring  it  to  its  present  commanding  position  in 
manufacturing  circles.  This  company  is  now  one  of 
the  world’s  largest  manufacturers  of  coated  paper, 
producing  various  kinds  of  this  product  for  com¬ 
mercial  use. 

Mr.  Krause  was  born  on  Richmond  Road  (now 
Van  Duzer  Street),  Stapleton,  January  27,  1885,  son 
of  Paul  Maximilian  and  Eugenie  (Dejonge)  Krause. 
When  he  was  but  five  years  of  age,  the  family  went 
to  Germany  where  his  father,  Paul  Maximilian 
Krause,  died  some  years  later,  November  10,  1895, 
at  Frankfort-on-Main. 

Robert  L.  Krause  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Frankfort-on-Maine  and  in  the  University  of  Munich 
where  he  spent  one  year  in  1904.  In  1905  he  entered 
the  University  of  Heidelberg,  where  he  majored  in 
physics  and  chemistry  and  upon  his  graduation  from 
that  famous  old  institution  of  learning,  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Chemistry,  1909.  He  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  attend  a  paper  testing  institute  at  Berlin, 
which  is  similar  to  our  United  States  Bureau  of 
Standards  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  In 
1910,  Mr.  Krause  returned  to  the  United  States  and 
at  once  became  associated  with  the  Louis  Dejonge 


Company,  where  he  advanced  steadily  and  consistently 
until  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position.  Under 
his  direction,  the  affairs  of  this  organization  have 
progressed  with  unfailing  success,  their  reputation  for 
the  best  products  of  their  kind  is  world-wide,  while 
as  an  economic  unit  in  Staten  Island’s  material  pros¬ 
perity  it  is  an  integral  part,  giving  employment  to 
many  men  of  the  Island.  Mr.  Krause  is  an  ardent 
citizen  of  his  community  and  gives  his  aid  and  sup¬ 
port  to  things  pertaining  to  civic  advancement.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Staten  Island  Club,  and 
the  Richmond  County  Country  Club. 

Robert  L.  Krause  married,  March  17,  1921,  Frances 
M.  Rockwell,  daughter  of  William  Rockwell,  and  to 
this  union  have  been  born  two  children :  Robert 
William,  born  March  18,  1923,  and  Paul  Rockwell, 
born  May  24,  1926.  Mr.  Krause’s  business  address 
is  No.  330  Tompkins  Avenue,  and  the  family  resi¬ 
dence  is  located  at  No.  92  Fort  Hill  Circle,  New 
Brighton. 


DR.  JAMES  J.  O’DEA— The  old  school  of  med¬ 
ical  practitioners  of  Richmond  County  included  a 
number  of  physicians  who  were  eminently  qualified 
in  their  careers,  and  gave  such  good  account  of 
their  advanced  knowledge  and  application  of  medicine 
to  have  earned  a  place  of  deep  respect  and  esteem 
in  the  history  of  our  community.  Recalling  the  names 
of  Westervelt,  Clark,  Harrison,  Millspaugh,  Smith, 
Walser,  Eadie  and  other  prominent  physicians,  it 
brings  to  the  fore  one  in  the  personage  of  the  late 
Dr.  James  O’Dea,  who  also  excelled  in  important 
contributions  to  the  literature  of  his  chosen  profes¬ 
sion. 

Dr.  O’Dea  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1837,  his  parents  having  come  to  that 
country  from  Ireland  in  early  times  and  lived  there 
during  the  greater  portion  of  their  lives.  A  sister 
of  Dr.  O’Dea  married  a  Mr.  Duffy  who  became  one 
of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Rochester,  New  York, 
and  founder  of  a  business  known  later  throughout 
the  United  States  and  elsewhere.  “Duffy’s  Pure 
Malt  Extract,”  their  product,  was  almost  a  house¬ 
hold  word  in  its  day  because  of  its  medicinal  value. 
The  Duffy  office  building  and  the  Powers  Hotel  in 
that  city  are  monuments  to  the  business  acumen  of 
this  family. 

Dr.  Oi’Dea  passed  his  youth  and  early  manhood  in 
Toronto  and  upon  coming  to  the  United  States  settled 
on  Staten  Island  where  he  lived  for  a  half  century 
and  became  thoroughly  identified  with  the  Island 
and  especially  with  the  village  of  Stapleton.  His 
preparation  for  his  life  work  began  in  Toronto  and 
included  classical  education  at  Upper  Canada  College 
and  College  of  St.  Sulpice  in  Montreal.  Afterwards 
he  studied  for  the  medical  profession  at  Trinity 
College,  Toronto,  and  at  McGill  University,  Montreal, 
from  which  he  received  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in  1859.  Ffe  was  known  for  his  leadership 
in  scholastic  affairs.  He  practiced  medicine  in 
Toronto  for  six  years  before  coming  to  New  York 
in  his  twenty-eighth  year.  The  young  doctor  was 
already  exhibiting  the  literary  ability  that  he  always 
combined  with  professional  work.  By  1871,  when 
he  decided  to  make  Staten  Island  his  home,  we  find 
him  a  corresponding  member  of  the  Canadian  Insti¬ 
tute  and  chairman  of  a  committee  whose  labors  led 
to  important  changes  of  law  in  a  certain  type  of 
medical  jurisprudence. 

The  fifty  years  in  which  Dr.  O’Dea  was  among 
the  honored  members  of  the  medical  profession  here, 
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he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Surgical  Staff  of  the 
S.  R.  Smith  Infirmary,  becoming  in  time  president  of 
its  medical  board  and  a  trustee  in  1893.  He  also  was 
among  the  founders  of  the  Richmond  County  Medical 
Society  and  was  elected  a  censor  in  1900  and  later 
president  of  the  society. 

During  these  years  he  was  also  a  contributor  to 
the  “New  York  Psychological  Journal”  and  the  “New 
York  Medical  Journal.”  In  1882  his  volume  on 
“Suicide”  appeared.  Among  his  other  writings  were 
“Hereditary  Influence  in  Medical  Diseases,”  “Plea 
of  Insanity  in  Criminal  Cases,”  “Sphere,  Rights  and 
Obligations  of  Medical  Experts,”  “Physiology  and 
Psychology  of  Dreams,”  and  “Principles  of  Criminal 
Law  as  Applied  to  Insanity.”  The  latter  is  regarded 
by  many  as  his  greatest  production. 

Dr.  O’Dea  married,  June  3,  1886,  Laura  E.  Janin, 
born  in  Clifton,  the  daughter  of  Antoine  B.  Janin 
(q.  v.)  and  Sophie  F.  (Hann)  Janin,  who  settled 
along  the  then  beautiful  water  front  at  Clifton  years 
previous.  There  were  no  children.  Mrs.  O’Dea  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband,  who  died  January  12,  1921,  at 
his  home,  No.  103  Beach  Street,  Stapleton,  in  his 
eighty- fourth  year. 

Apart  from  his  long  and  useful  life  as  a  physician 
and  citizen  of  Stapleton  for  which  Dr.  O^Dea’s  mem¬ 
ory  will  be  cherished,  he  had  the  rare  distinction  of 
having  added,  by  his  writings,  to  the  world’s  store  of 
knowledge  in  the  difficult  subjects  in  which  he  spe¬ 
cialized.  He  earned  and  deserved  the  high  regard  of 
those  who  were  privileged  to  know  him. 


VICTOR  H.  REICHELT— Engaged  for  many 
years  in  construction  and  engineering  work,  Victor 
H.  Reichelt  has  come  to  hold  an  important  place  in 

the  life  of  this  community.  His  present  position  is 

that  of  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Topographical 

Bureau,  Borough  of  Richmond,  and  his  advice  is 

frequently  sought,  both  by  fellow-engineers  and  per¬ 
sons  engaged  in  commercial  and  industrial  enterprises. 
He  is  also  held  in  esteem  by  local  officials,  who  highly 
regard  his  ability  and  genial  qualities. 

Mr.  Reichelt  is  a  native  of  Germany,  having  been 
born  in  Apoldu,  Thuringia,  on  March  24,  1872,  the 
youngest  child  of  Frederick  and  Johanna  (Schneider) 
Reichelt.  The  elder  Reichelts  were  also  the  parents 
of  two  daughters,  Augusta,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Mul- 
bach,  of  Alberta,  Canada,  and  Ida,  wife  of  Louis 
Michel,  of  Wilton,  North  Dakota. 

Mr.  Reichelt  came  to  the  United  States  when  he 
was  only  fourteen  years  old,  and  settled  with  his 
parents  in  the  Bronx.  His  father  was  engaged  for 
many  years  in  the  textile  business,  and  made  a  con¬ 
siderable  name  for  himself  in  the  manufacturing 
branch  of  this  industry.  After  completing  his  primary 
education  in  the  New  York  public  schools  the  younger 
Reichelt  became  a  student  in  engineering  at  Cooper 
Union  from  whence  he  graduated  in  1899  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  Seven  years  later  he 
received  his  degree  of  Civil  Engineer  from  the  same 
institution  and  then  took  extension  courses  in  the 
same  subject  at  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York 
and  Columbia  University.  At  that  time  he  became  a 
surveyor  in  the  Bronx  and  Westchester  County  and 
remained  in  this  capacity  until  1902.  Removing  to 
the  Borough  of  Richmond,  he  became  associated  with 
the  Bureau  of  Engineering  and  for  several  years  was 
engaged  in  the  work  of  topographical  survey  and 
sewer  construction  and  design.  He  was  finally  placed 
in  charge  of  the  last  mentioned  division.  The  work  of 
highway  construction  followed  and  in  1926  he  became 


engineer  in  charge  of  the  construction  division,  and 
in  June,  1927,  he  was  appointed  engineer  in  charge  of 
the  Topographical  Bureau.  His  efforts  in  behalf  of 
this  department  have  been  widely  recognized  and  his 
achievements  have  won  favorable  comment.  In  keep¬ 
ing  with  his  professional  activities  he  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  the 
Society  of  Professional  Engineers  and  Land  Sur¬ 
veyors  of  New  York,  and  the  Staten  Island  Institute 
of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

In  1899,  Victor  H.  Reichelt  married  Martha  Diet- 
rich,  a  native  of  New  York  City,  the  daughter  of 
Adolph  and  Lena  (Albrecht)  Dietrich,  natives  of 
Hamburg,  Germany.  Mrs.  Reichelt  is  interested  in 
the  cultural  and  social  affairs  of  Staten  Island  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  Immanuel  Church 
of  Westerleigh.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reichelt  became  the 
parents  of  three  children :  1.  Clarence,  who  with  his 
wife,  Gertrude  Davidson,  daughter  of  James  H.  and 
the  late  Mary  (Kenny)  Davidson,  are  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Joan  Margaret.  Clarence  Reichelt  is 
a  mechanical  engineer,  associated  with  the  Barrett 
Company,  of  New  Jersey.  2.  Martha,  and  3.  Carrie, 
living  at  home. 


ALDIF  E.  WINANT — One  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  factors  in  the  stupendous  development  and  ad¬ 
vance  of  this  country  has  been  the  evolution  of  the 
railroad,  practically  annihilating  distance  and  bring¬ 
ing  far-away  points,  once  obscure,  into  the  path  of 
modern  up-to-date  progress.  Prominent  among  rail¬ 
road  men  of  metropolitan  New  York,  Aldif  E.  Win- 
ant,  of  West  New  Brighton,  is  associated  with  the 
Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey,  at  No.  143  Liberty 
Street,  New  York  City.  In  the  civic  life  of  Staten 
Island,  he  is  known  as  a  true  public-spirited  citizen, 
ever  ready  and  willing  to  lend  a  hand  in  the  interest 
of  social  and  municipal  improvement.  Mr.  Winant 
is  a  native  son  of  this  Island  of  whom  the  entire  com¬ 
munity  is  proud  and  in  his  successful  rise  to  accom¬ 
plishments  in  the  world  of  commerce,  business  and 
industry,  he  has  never  forgotten  his  home  town  and 
its  people. 

Mr.  Winant  was  born  in  Mariners  Harbor,  April 

3,  1864,  son  of  Alexander  J.  and  Martha  Dongan 
(Wood)  Winant,  both  of  old  pioneer  stock.  The 
elder  Winants  are  now  deceased,  having  passed  away 
in  the  same  week.  Alexander  J.  Winant  had  three 
brothers  and  one  sister:  John,  Alfred,  Raymond  and 
Ann.  Mrs.  Martha  Dongan  (Wood)  Winant  was  the 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Eliza  (Jones)  Wood,  her 
father  being  a  brother  of  W.  D.  Wood,  and  an  uncle 
of  the  late  Dr.  Wood.  The  Wood  family  owned  and 
operated  the  historic  grist  mill  at  the  old  Wood  place, 
and  was  long  identified  with  Staten  Island  history, 
from  the  earliest  Colonial  days.  Mrs.  Winant  had 
six  sisters:  1.  Catherine,  married  George  Hough- 
wont.  2.  Sarah,  married  James  E.  Morgan.  3.  Lorina. 

4.  Abigail,  married  George  T.  Egbert.  5.  Lucrecia  D., 
married  J.  W.  Harris.  6.  Ida  M.,  unmarried.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alexander  J.  Winant  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children:  1.  Aldif  E.,  of  whom  further.  2. 
George,  deceased.  3.  Joanne,  deceased.  4.  Jacob,  re¬ 
sides  in  New  York.  5.  Edith,  deceased.  6.  Gilbert  S., 
who  lives  in  the  Bronx.  7.  Charles  O.,  resides  on  New 
Street.  Port  Richmond. 

Aldif  E.  Winant  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Staten  Island  and  after  the  completion  of  his 
formal  education,  entered  upon  his  business  career, 
choosing  railroad  work  in  which  he  has  ever  re¬ 
mained.  His  first  connection  was  with  the  New 
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York  Central  Railroad  Company  with  which  organi¬ 
zation  he  remained  for  many  years,  resigning  to 
accept  a  post  of  responsibility  with  the  Central  Rail¬ 
road  of  New  Jersey,  and  with  this  great  passenger 
and  freight  carrier  he  has  advanced  steadily  and  con¬ 
sistently  to  his  present  position  of  prominence  in  rail¬ 
road  affairs,  being  thoroughly  conversant  with  traffic 
matters  and  a  keen  student  of  successful  handling 
of  the  various  activities  which  go  to  make  up  an  im¬ 
portant  transit  enterprise.  In  the  civic  life  of  Staten 
Island,  Mr.  Winant  takes  a  constructive  interest,  and 
in  his  fraternal  connections  is  a  member  of  Beacon 
Light  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Staten 
Island  Council,  Royal  Arcanum,  in  which  he  once 
exerted  an  active  part;  and  the  Arcanum  Immediate 
Relief  Society.  Mr.  Winant  is  a  descendant,  through 
his  mother,  of  Thomas  Dongan,  who  was  governor 
of  New  York  from  1683  to  1688. 

Mr.  Winant  married,  November  26,  1888,  Florence 
M.  Howland,  who  was  born  February  17,  1869, 
daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Catherine  (Figel)  How¬ 
land,  old  residents,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  and 
are  buried  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Winant  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Elliott 
F.,  bom  November  18,  1889,  died  in  March,  1891. 

2.  Ira  J.,  born  October  5,  1892,  died  March  12,  1914. 

3.  Florence  M.,  born  January  2,  1895,  married,  June 
30,  1923,  Dr.  William  Barton  Harns,  at  Marlboro, 
New  York.  4.  Mildred  M.,  born  May  18,  1897; 
married  here,  June  11,  1927,  Daniel  J.  Lutz. 

Alexander  J.  Winant,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  prominent  factor  in  the  oyster  industry  of 
this  island  for  many  years,  also  spent  much  time  in 
the  Southern  States. 


HON.  CALVIN  DECKER  VAN  NAME— Few 

men  in  the  group  of  our  outstanding  citizens,  past 
and  present,  need  such  little  introduction  to  the 
readers  of  this  history  than  the  late  Calvin  D.  Van 
Name.  With  generous  spirit  toward  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  furthering  the  progress  of  his  native  community 
he  gave  freely  of  his  time  and  abilities  in  the  various 
civic,  legal  and  social  movements  affecting  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  Staten  Island. 

Hon.  Calvin  D.  Van  Name  was  born  at  Mariners 
Harbor,  January  3,  1857,  son  of  William  H.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  A.  (Decker)  Van  Name.  Following  his  pub¬ 
lic  and  high  school  education  during  which  time  he 
had  ample  opportunity  to  choose  the  profession  he 
cared  to  follow,  he  enrolled  at  New  York  Univer¬ 
sity.  So  rapidly  and  ably  was  his  work  accomplished 
at  this  institution  that  he  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  before  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one. 

On  becoming  of  age  the  young  man  was  imme¬ 
diately  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Bar  of  New  York 
State  and  as  an  attorney  he  was  most  successful. 
Both  by  patience  and  exceptional  diligence  he  was 
enabled  to  enter  the  legal  office  of  the  late  Bradford 
Prince  who  afterwards  became  a  Chief  Justice  and 
later  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mexico. 

One  of  Mr.  Van  Name’s  most  successful  cases 
was  the  Foley  South  Beach  affair.  This,  with  the 
eviction  of  Burkes  and  Lancaster  Syms  claimants 
from  Garretson  Beach,  did  much  to  guarantee  the 
stability  and  security  of  Staten  Island  land  titles. 
His  real  estate  law  practice  became  rapidly  larger 
as  time  went  on.  He  had  in  his  custody  complete 
abstracts  of  titles  to  farms  as  they  once  existed,  in  a 
continuous  line,  in  Northfield,  from  Bodine’s  Mill 
to  Holland’s  Hook.  He  was  an  authority  on  Riparian 
rights  and  an  absolute  authority  of  matters  pertain¬ 
ing  to  land  under  water. 


A  man  destined  to  enact  for  six  years  a  guiding 
role  in  the  governing  of  Richmond  Borough,  Mr. 
Van  Name  was  at  one  time  a  councilman  on  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  old  village  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  New  York  in  the  years  1901  and  1914. 
In  the  latter  capacity  he  gave  full  ' evidence  of  his 
desire  to  acquit  himself  fairly  as  a  public  servant 
by  introducing  and  bringing  into  law  a  number  of 
important  measures. 

Possessed  of  an  industrious  and  solicitous  nature 
that  found  hearty  favor  among  his  constituents  in 
Richmond  Borough,  Mr.  Van  Name’s  labor  in  the 
Assembly  was  not  without  reward.  He  was  elected 
president  of  the  Borough  of  Richmond,  an  office 
which  was  held  by  him  from  1916  to  1922  and  in 
which  time  he  distinguished  himself  as  an  administra¬ 
tor  and  a  public-spirited  man  whose  zeal  was  equalled 
only  by  his  intelligence  and  acumen.  As  the  execu¬ 
tive  head  of  the  borough  he  served  also  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  of 
the  City  of  New  York. 

Following  his  retirement  from  the  post  of  borough 
president,  Calvin  D.  Van  Name  became  associated 
with  the  Department  of  Finance  and  corporation 
counsel,  as  an  expert  appraiser  of  land  in  condemna¬ 
tion  proceedings.  This  position  he  held  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  September  14,  1924  at  his 
home,  No.  70  Van  Pelt  Avenue,  Mariners  Harbor. 
When  the  news  of  his  death  was  received  by  his 
large  circle  of  friends  and  admirers  it  evoked  many 
sincere  and  deep  expressions  of  grief,  for  all  who 
knew  Mr.  Van  Name  realized  that  Richmond  County 
had  lost  a  man  who  placed  the  good  of  the  people 
ahead  of  any  personal  advantage.  Saddened  par¬ 
ticularly  was  his  neighborhood,  Mariners  Harbor, 
where  he  had  resided  practically  his  entire  life  and 
had  always  been  industriously  engaged  in  matters 
of  public  interest. 

Funeral  services  for  the  former  borough  president 
were  held  from  his  late  residence  on  September  17. 
Persons  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Richmond  Bor¬ 
ough  and  the  entire  city  of  New  York  as  well,  were 
in  attendance.  Included  in  the  local  representation 
were  Hon.  John  A.  Lynch,  Richmond’s  borough 
president,  with  his  staff  and  members  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  corporation  counsel’s  office,  Department  of 
Finance,  The  Holland  Society  and  the  Masonic 
Order.  The  bar  associations  of  Richmond  and  New 
York  counties  also  attended  the  services  at  which 
the  Rev.  Otto  F.  Mohn  of  the  First  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  of  Port  Richmond  officiated.  The  interment 
was  in  the  family  plot  in  Lake  Cemetery,  Granite- 
ville. 

Mr.  Van  Name  was  a  large  property  owner  in 
Northfield  and  was  a  member  of  many  organizations 
and  societies,  including  Port  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Masonic  Order.  He  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Holland  Society  of  New  York  on  December  7, 
1888,  and  was  vice-president  of  the  Society  for  Rich¬ 
mond  from  1906  to  1 91 1. 

Mr.  Van  Name  married  Lizzie  Emma  Donovan, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Hazel 
Jane,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Hugh  John  Jamieson 
and  resides  at  No.  188  Tyson  Street,  New  Brighton. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jamieson  have  a  daughter,  Elizabeth 
Pierce,  born  January  6,  1920.  Mr.  Van  Name  was 
married  a  second  time,  his  wife  being  the  former 
Sarabelle  O’Neill,  who  survives  him. 

Calvin  Decker  Van  Name  was  descended  from 
Jochem  Engelbert  Van  Namen  from  Heusden  who 
came  to  this  country  in  the  ship,  “The  Hope,”  which 
sailed  from  Amsterdam  April  8,  1662.  Arriving  in 
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a  new  country  he  lived  for  more  than  four  years 
with  Burgher  Joris  after  which  he  entered  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  Verveelen  at  Harlem,  March  5,  1668.  In  the 
latter  capacity  he  alleged  that  ill  treatment  ought 
to  necessarily  free  him  of  this  labor,  with  the  result 
that  he  was  released  by  the  court  on  September  10, 
of  the  same  year. 

Leaving  Harlem,  Jochem  E.  Van  Namen  went  to 
Esopus  near  Kingston,  New  York.  There  in  1676 
he  married  Elizabeth  Pels,  daughter  of  Evert  Pels, 
and  there  three  of  his  sons,  Evert,  Engelbert  and 
Johannes  were  born,  the  latter  in  1682.  He  un¬ 
doubtedly  came  to  Staten  Island  after  this  date;  one 
of  his  daughters,  Deliantie,  was  married  in  1702  to 
Barent  Marteling.  Another  daughter,  Anna,  mar¬ 
ried  Isaac  Marteling. 

The  census  of  1706  shows  the  following  members 
of  the  Van  Name  family  on  Staten  Island:  Joquin, 
aged  sixty;  Evert,  aged  twenty-four;  Engelbert,  aged 
twenty-two;  Hendrack  and  Simon,  both  sixteen,  and 
five  females,  three  of  whom  were  girls  under  sixteen 
years  of  age.  Johannes  does  not  appear  in  the  census; 
the  baptism  of  his  daughter,  Sarah  in  1725,  indicates 
that  he  joined  the  family  here  after  1700. 

Of  the  sons  of  Jochem  Engelbert,  one  comes  upon 
Evert  of  the  line  through  which  the  late  Calvin  D. 
Van  Name  was  descended.  He  married  Wyntje 
(Wilhelmina)  Benham.  There  were  several  children 
by  this  union:  Joseph,  baptized  April  22,  1709;  a 
daughter  whose  name  was  not  mentioned;  Simon,  of 
our  subject’s  lineage,  born  October  29,  1713;  Sarah, 
born  August  15,  1717;  Aaron,  born  August  11,  1718; 
and  Moses,  February  8,  1725.  Simon  was  a  justice 
of  the  peace. 

Simon  married  and  had  a  son,  Aaron,  a  represen¬ 
tative,  worthy  citizen  who  followed  the  occupation 
common  to  those  of  his  time.  Aaron,  in  turn  married 
and  became  the  father  of  a  son,  Charles.  Charles 
made  his  will  April  8,  1805,  which  was  probated  May 
21,  1805,  in  which  he  mentions  his  sons,  Anthony 
and  Aaron,  both  minors. 

Of  these  two  last-named  sons,  Aaron  married  and 
was  the  father  of  Cornelius.  The  latter,  grandfather 
of  our  late  borough  president,  married  Rebecca  Cor¬ 
son  and  they  were  the  parents  of  William  Henry  Van 
Name  (now  deceased).  William  H.  Van  Name  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Ann  Decker  of  Mariners  Harbor  and 
thus  one  follows  the  genealogy  of  the  family  through 
its  various  representatives  who  lived  on  Staten  Island, 
to  the  late  Hon.  Calvin  Decker  Van  Name,  beloved 
citizen,  administrator  and  adviser  who  worked  for  the 
welfare  of  his  fellowmen. 


CHARLES  PENDEXTER  COLE— One  of  the 

pioneer  families  of  Staten  Island  is  that  of  Cole, 
which  has  been  represented  here  according  to  authen¬ 
tic  record  since  early  settlement  days.  Of  the  seventh 
generation  of  this  well  known  family  Charles  Pen- 
dexter  Cole  of  Tottenville,  is  superintendent  of  the 
bureau  of  sewers,  is  a  director  of  the  Richmond 
County  Building  and  Mutual  Loan  Association,  and 
prominent  in  various  organizations  on  the  island. 

The  name  of  Cole  originated  in  England,  but 
many  bearing  that  name  left  the  country  of  their 
birth  during  the  period  of  the  Reformation  and  fled 
to  Holland,  settling  near  Leyden.  The  name,  which 
was  known  in  that  country  as  “Kool,”  was  later 
changed  to  “Cool,”  upon  the  arrival  of  the  progeni¬ 
tor  of  the  family  in  America.  He  was  Cornelius 
Lambertse  Cool,  who  emigrated  from  Holland  about 
1639,  became  one  of  the  New  Netherlands  or  New 
York’s  earliest  settlers  and  married  Altien  Brack- 


honge.  It  is  recorded  that  after  his  death,  “Altia, 
widow  of  Lambertse  Cool  married  second,  William 
Brendenbent  from  Cologne.” 

The  son  of  Cornelius  Lambertse  Cool  was  Lam¬ 
bert  Cool  (Lambert’s  Lane  derives  its  name  from 
the  Lambert  Cools)  married,  his  wife’s  name  being 
unknown.  One  among  his  children  was  Abraham 
Cool  or  Cole. 

This  Abraham  Cole  married,  in  March,  1695,  Re¬ 
becca  Britten,  born  in  1688,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Britten  of  Breuckelen.  In  1695  it  is  shown  that  he 
sold  Staten  Island  land,  this  being  the  first  mention 
of  the  name,  Cole,  on  Staten  Island.  County  records 
show  that  “on  March  4,  1712,  Abraham  Cool  is  ap¬ 
pointed  Court  Juror.”  He  was  listed  as  a  judge  in 
1739,  and  his  children  were  Rebecca,  Cornelius, 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  probably  Stephen  and  Peter. 

Of  these  children,  little  is  known  of  Isaac.  Where 
he  resided,  what  his  occupation  was  or  whom  he 
married,  nothing  is  certain,  except  that  he  was  the 
father  of  two  sons,  Isaac  and  Abraham. 

Abraham  Cole,  his  son,  was  born  December  25, 
1736,  and  received  his  education  in  the  local  district 
schools.  At  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War  he 
served  as  a  private  in  the  Third  New  Jersey  Regi¬ 
ment,  Colonel  David  Chambers  commanding.  This 
regiment,  organized  at  Perth  Amboy,  was  stationed 
near  Elizabethtown  during  a  portion  of  the  war, 
and  contained  many  Staten  Island  patriots  in  its  ranks. 
Abraham  Cole  died  April  23,  1815,  and  his  grave  at 
Woodrow  Cemetery,  at  the  south  corner  of  the 
church,  bears  a  marker  placed  there  by  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution.  Abram  Cole  Chapter, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  was  named 
in  his  honor.  He  married,  on  December  22,  1768, 
Abigail  Johnson,  born  November  22,  1744.  died  No¬ 
vember  22,  1831.  Their  children  were:  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam,  Isaac,  Abraham,  Jr.,  of  whom  further;  Lydia, 
Ann,  Esther,  and  Phebe. 

Abraham  Cole,  Jr.,  so-called  because  of  the  in¬ 
scription  in  Woodrow  Church  records  which  gives 
his  birth,  was  born  November  19,  1778,  died  Octo¬ 
ber  18,  1833.  He  married  Ann  Johnson,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  were 
baptized  in  old  Woodrow  Church:  1.  Winant  John¬ 
son,  the  eldest,  was  baptized  January  4,  1807,  and 
married  Mary  Journeay.  2.  Isaac  Cole,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  29,  1809,  married  Sarah  Jane  Gibson.  3.  Abra¬ 
ham,  of  whom  further,  was  the  grandfather  of  Charles 
Pendexter  Cole.  4.  Susan  Ann,  born  July  4,  1813, 
married  Bornt  Parlee  Winant.  5.  Harriett,  born 
November  29,  1815,  became  the  wife  of  Peter  Wog- 
lom.  6.  Mary  Johnson,  born  August  26,  1818,  mar¬ 
ried  William  Ruttan.  7.  Jacob  Winant,  married 
Mary  Woglom.  8.  Abigail,  born  April  20,  1825, 
married  Jacob  Winant.  The  births  of  two  other 
children,  Mariah  and  Cornelius,  are  recorded  as  of 
February  26,  1826  and  January,  1828,  respectively. 

Abraham  Cole,  third  of  these  children  was  born 
September  23,  1810,  died  September  14,  1876.  After 
obtaining  an  education  customary  to  those  attending 
local  schools,  he  became  a  sea  captain  but  later  in 
life  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  the  firm  name 
being  that  of  Cole  Brothers.  He  married  Ann  M. 
Dissosway,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
1.  Cornelius  Dissosway,  father  of  our  subject  and  of 
further  mention.  2.  Jacob  W.,  born  in  October, 
1843,  married  Lizzie  Yereance.  3.  Susan  Ann,  born 
March  7,  1846;  married  Paul  Van  Name,  and  they 
had  children,  Herbert,  Dilla,  Warren,  Anna,  and 
George.  4.  James  T.,  born  August  12,  1849,  mar- 
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ried  Mina  De  Hart.  5.  Abraham,  born  April  8, 
1856,  married  Blanche  Martin,  born  February  18, 
1859,  and  to  them  two  sons,  Ralph  and  Chester  A., 
were  born. 

Cornelius  Dissosway  Cole  was  born  in  Rossville, 
September  7,  1841,  died  December  16,  1877.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  after 
which  he  aided  his  father  in  the  organization  of  the 
lumber  business  of  Cole  Brothers.  His  marriage 
took  place  in  Kreischerville  to  Harriett  Kennedy 
Robinson,  daughter  of  James  and  Susan  (Taylor) 
Robinson.  The  Robinson  family  first  came  to  Staten 
Island  from  New  Jersey  before  the  Civil  War.  Cor¬ 
nelius  D.  Cole  and  his  wife  had  two  children:  Mary, 
who  married  Fred  W.  Hillard  and  Charles  P.,  of 
whom  further. 

Charles  P.  Cole  was  born  in  Tottenville,  May  28, 
1876,  and  attended  public  school  there,  after  which 
he  spent  a  short  time  in  a  higher  course  of  study. 
His  first  business  experience  was  obtained  while 
working  with  Cole  Brothers,  the  business  conducted 
mainly  by  his  uncles  in  Tottenville.  After  acquiring 
the  fundamentals  of  this  vocation  he  was  made  a 
member  of  the  firm,  holding  this  office  up  to  the 
time  of  the  dissolution  of  the  establishment,  in  1908. 
In  this  year  he  became  associated  with  the  William 
S.  Van  Clief  Lumber  Company  as  manager  of  their 
Pleasant  Plains  yard,  remaining  in  this  employ  until 
1916.  He  then  went  with  the  Hillard  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company  but  terminated  this  association  on 
January  7,  1918,  when  he  was  appointed  superintend¬ 
ent  of  sewers,  for  the  Borough  of  Richmond,  a  posi¬ 
tion  which  he  has  filled  efficiently  and  creditably  and 
with  considerable  advantage  to  his  community. 

From  1906  to  January  1,  1918,  Mr.  Cole  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  During  the 
World  War  he  was  active  in  Liberty  Loan  and  other 
campaigns  designed  to  aid  our  government  in  her 
participation  in  the  conflict.  Although,  as  a  result 
of  his  many  business  and  public  activities,  he  is  a 
relatively  busy  man,  he  takes  a  prominent  part  in 
the  fraternal  and  social  life  of  our  Island.  He  is  a 
member  of  Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  381,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Staten  Island  Chapter  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  No.  196,  and  Empire  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar.  The  Veteran  Fireman’s  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  also  number  him 
among  their  members. 

Charles  P.  Cole  married,  on  November  5,  1903, 
Edith  M.  Wood,  of  Prince  Bay,  daughter  of  James 
A.  and  Sarah  J.  (Sprague)  Wood.  Both  the  Wood 
and  Sprague  families  were  pioneers  on  Staten  Island. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Charles  P.,  Jr.,  born  September  2,  1905,  became 
a  student  at  the  School  of  Commerce  at  New  York 
University,  graduating  in  February,  1929,  with  the 
degree  of  B.  S.  2.  Sarah  M.,  born  March  16,  1908, 
went  to  Cornell  University  to  study  domestic  science 
with  a  view  to  teaching  it  at  a  later  date. 


PROFESSOR  TIMOTHY  FLORENCE 
DONOVAN,  FLORENCE  TIMOTHY  DONO¬ 
VAN,  M.  D. — For  over  a  half  century  the  Donovan 
family  to  whom  this  story  relates,  has  been  directly 
concerned  with  the  more  cultural  promotion  of  this 
community.  The  first  to  become  a  resident  on  Staten 
Island  was  Professor  Timothy  F.  Donovan,  who 
until  recent  times  was  identified  with  our  local  school 
system,  and  in  later  years  his  children  have  continued 
in  like  prominence  in  various  professional  pursuits, 
one  of  them  being  Dr.  Florence  T.  Donovan,  well 
known  in  Richmond  County  medical  circles.  The 


following  description  contains  the  reference  to  the 
members  of  the  family  since  their  establishment  in 
America. 

Florence  Donovan,  the  father  of  Professor  Timothy 
F.  Donovan  and  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Florence  T. 
Donovan,  was  born  in  Ireland  where  he  received  his 
education.  He  came  to  the  United  States  about  1847 
settling  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  there  entered 
the  ship  chandlery  business  in  South  Street.  He  mar¬ 
ried  in  Brooklyn,  Hannah  Lovejoy,  also  a  native  of 
Ireland  and  to  them  were  born  four  children:  1. 
Mary  Ann,  died  unmarried.  2.  Florence,  Jr.,  who  was 
connected  with  the  old  “Commercial  and  Financial 
Chronicle”  and  was  a  member  of  Typographical 
Union.  He  later  became  State  Commissioner  of 
Mediation  and  Arbitration,  which  post  he  held  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  3.  Cornelius,  who  was  an 
employee  in  the  Park  Department,  died  young.  4. 
Timothy  F.,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  Hannah  (Lovejoy)  Dono¬ 
van  in  September,  1856,  Florence  Donovan  returned 
to  Ireland  with  his  three  sons,  whom  he  left  in  care 
of  their  grandfather,  and  after  a  short  stay  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  business  in  Brooklyn,  where,  in  1863, 
he  died  as  the  result  of  a  sunstroke  when  but  thirty- 
five  years  of  age.  In  1865,  Florence,  Jr.,  returned 
to  the  United  States  and  his  brother,  Cornelius,  in 
1868. 

Timothy  F.  Donovan,  the  father  of  Dr.  Donovan, 
was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  July  13,  1852, 
and  as  mentioned  previously,  was  taken  to  Ireland 
by  his  father  when  he  was  but  a  youth.  There  he 
received  a  preliminary  and  classical  education  in  the 
National  Schools  of  Rosscarbery,  County  Cork. 
Upon  completion  of  his  studies  in  1868  he  received 
a  license  to  teach  in  the  National  Schools  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  In  1872,  after  spending  four 
years  in  this  capacity,  he  returned  to  the  United 
States  where  he  continued  his  teachings;  this  time  in 
the  night  schools  of  New  York  City. 

The  following  April  he  came  to  Staten  Island  and 
continued  his  profession  in  what  is  now  Public  School 
No.  21  in  Port  Richmond.  After  twenty-five  years 
of  continuous  service  with  this  school,  his  efficiency 
as  a  teacher  and  his  broad  knowledge  of  local  school 
problems  had  served  him  well,  and  thus,  in  1898 
when  Staten  Island  became  a  part  of  Greater  New 
York  he  was  appointed  principal  of  Public  School  No. 
18,  which  position  he  maintained  until  1922,  having 
reached  the  age  limit  of  retirement.  This  record  for 
teaching  over  such  a  period  of  years  brought  forth 
much  honor  to  him  from  the  point  of  years  and 
faithfulness  in  his  duties. 

Professor  Donovan  always  took  a  keen  interest  in 
the  promotion  of  school  affairs  and  benefits  and  as 
such  he  for  seventeen  years  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Schoolmaster’s  Club. 

When  Professor  Donovan  came  to  Staten  Island 
the  only  place  of  Roman  Catholic  worship  in  Port 
Richmond  was  a  mission  conducted  by  Rev.  Father 
John  Barry,  pastor  of  St.  Joseph  Church,  Rossville. 
Professor  Donovan  superintended  the  Sunday  School 
of  the  mission.  In  October,  1878,  Father  Campbell 
came  to  Port  Richmond  to  establish  St.  Mary’s 
Parish  in  which  undertaking  Professor  Donovan  took 
a  prominent  part,  being  the  manager  of  the  church’s 
finances  during  the  pastorate  of  Father  Campbell, 
whose  death  took  place  in  1929.  Since  this  time  he 
has  continued  in  the  same  capacity  under  the  new 
pastor,  Rev.  Father  M.  J.  Tighe.  He  has  been  a 
trustee  of  the  church  since  1878. 

Professor  Donovan  is  a  member  of  Assumption 
Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which  order  he 
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holds  a  fourth  degree,  also  being  the  first  and  only 
treasurer  of  the  Staten  Island  Chapter.  He  has 
recently  been  honored  with  a  testimonial  banquet  at 
which  all  the  Grand  Knights  and  Past  Grand  Knights 
of  the  Councils  on  the  island  were  present  to  extol 
the  good  work  accomplished  by  their  Brother  Knight 
during  his  tenure  of  office.  On  this  occasion  he  was 
presented  with  a  handsome  desk  set  as  a  token  of 
their  esteem  and  affection.  He  is  prominent  in  the 
Catholic  Benevolent  Legion  in  which  he  has  been 
affiliated  since  1886,  having  been  a  charter  member 
of  the  local  council  and  custodian  of  its  funds.  The 
Holy  Name  Society  also  includes  him  in  its  mem¬ 
bership. 

Professor  Donovan  married,  July  17,  1877,  Mary 
Catherine  DeWitt,  who  came  to  New  York  in  185Q, 
a  daughter  of  William  DeWitt,  of  Adare  County, 
Limerick,  and  Mary  (Fitzgerald)  Dewitt,  likewise  of 
Irish  descent.  Six  children  were  born  to  Timothy 
F.  Donovan  and  his  wife:  1.  William,  deceased.  2. 
Hannah,  deceased.  3.  Joseph  F.,  who  is  in  the  bank¬ 
ing  business  in  Philadelphia.  4.  Florence  Timothy, 
of  whom  further.  5.  Mary  E.,  a  graduating  class 
teacher  in  Public  School  No.  21,  Richmond.  6. 
Stephen,  deceased.  Mrs.  Timothy  F.  (DeWitt) 
Donovan  died  January  17,  1919. 

Dr.  Florence  Timothy  Donovan  was  born  at  Port 
Richmond,  February  7,  1886.  His  early  education 
was  received  in  the  local  school  of  the  town,  later 
known  as  Public  School  No.  21  at  Port  Richmond, 
after  which  he  attended  Port  Richmond  High  School 
from  1898  to  1903.  After  graduating  from  the  latter 
school  he  entered  the  College  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  in 
New  York  City,  where  in  1907  he  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Subsequently  he  prepared  for 
his  medical  career  at  Cornell  Medical  College,  grad¬ 
uating  in  1911  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
He  was  appointed  interne  at  the  Staten  Island  Hos¬ 
pital  for  the  years  1911  and  1912. 

With  such  splendid  education,  training  and  back¬ 
ground  he  began  the  general  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery  in  1912,  with  offices  at  No.  54  Morningstar 
Road,  Port  Richmond.  Continuing  with  success,  the 
following  years  brought  him  honors  in  institutional 
practice  such  as  assistant  attending  urologist  at  Sea 
View  Hospital,  attending  surgeon  at  the  Staten  Island 
Hospital  and  consulting  urologist  of  Richmond 
Memorial  Hospital. 

Dr.  Donovan  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  College 
of  Surgeons,  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
a  member  of  the  Greater  New  York  Medical  Society 
and  the  Richmond  County  Medical  Society.  He  is 
associated  with  the  Diagnostic  Unit  and  Sanitarium, 
Incorporated.  His  college  fraternity  is  Alpha  Kappa 
Kappa.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Club, 
the  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club,  the  Catholic  Club  of  New 
York  and  like  his  father,  is  a  Fourth  Degree  member 
of  Assumption  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus. 

On  November  15,  1914,  Dr.  Donovan  married 
Jeannette  C.  Keenan,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  P. 
Keenan  of  Staten  Island,  and  Margaret  (Garvie) 
Keenan,  who  passed  away  August  I,  19x5.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Donovan  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Raymond  Joseph,  born  November  2,  1925;  Mary 
Jean,  born  January  12,  1927;  and  twins,  Timothy 
and  Thomas,  born  June  12,  1928. 


EDWIN  S.  GLEASON— A  citizen  who  some 
years  ago  was  connected  with  our  local  government 
as  secretary  to  Lewis  Nixon,  one  time  commissioner 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Works;  and  who  has 
been  affiliated  for  a  long  period  with  Democratic 
affairs  here,  is  Edwin  S.  Gleason,  of  Rossville.  He 


has  also  been  identified  in  public  office  with  the  State 
of  New  York  and  has  held  positions  of  responsibility 
in  the  business  world,  among  which  was  an  associa¬ 
tion  with  the  Nixon  Nitration  Works  at  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  New  Jersey,  and  a  present  executiveship  with 
a  firm  in  Manhattan. 

The  birth  of  Edwin  S.  Gleason  occurred  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1875  at  the  family  home  located  at  No.  190 
Franklin  Street,  New  York,  in  the  old  Fifth  Ward. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Sarah  (McKeon)  Glea¬ 
son.  On  both  his  paternal  and  maternal  sides  his 
ancestry  is  traced  to  forebears  of  Irish  descent,  the 
Gleason  and  McKeon  families  having  been  long  repre¬ 
sented  in  Ireland.  In  America  they  have  also  been 
resident  for  an  extended  period,  generally  in  the  east¬ 
ern  part  of  the  country. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Gleason  was 
Rhody  Gleason,  who  served  with  signal  success  as 
the  civil  superintendent  of  West  Point  Military 
Academy.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  John 
Gleason  born  at  Highland  Falls,  New  York. 

After  obtaining  his  education,  John  Gleason,  like 
many  boys  of  his  age,  entertained  a  desire  to  pursue 
a  military  career.  He  left  home  when  only  seventeen 
years  old  to  enlist  in  the  36th  New  York  Infantry 
which  served  in  the  Civil  War.  It  was  as  a  drum¬ 
mer  boy  that  he  first  entered  the  ranks  of  the  army, 
but  upon  proving  himself  a  valiant  campaigner  and 
soldier,  he  won  his  way  forward  eventually  to  a  non¬ 
commissioned  officer’s  post.  Serving  in  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  and  engaging  in  many  of  the  more 
important  battles  of  the  war  under  Generals  Mc¬ 
Clellan  and  Burnside,  he  was  cited  for  bravery  under 
fire.  During  the  pursuance  of  this  military  service 
his  personal  loyalty  and  his  resourcefulness  were 
conspicuous  and  at  the  end  of  the  conflict,  following 
his  honorable  discharge  from  the  army,  he  turned 
to  the  responsibilities  of  civil  life  with  clear  vision 
and  understanding. 

John  Gleason  later  entered  the  commercial  field 
and  in  1882  he  was  appointed  Eastern  freight  agent 
for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  with  offices  in  New  York.  Here  he 
remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Novem¬ 
ber  of  1899,  and  was  buried  in  Calvary  Cemetery, 
Brooklyn.  His  wife  survived  him,  passing  away  in 
December  of  1924.  She  is  buried  in  St.  Joseph’s 
Cemetery,  Rossville. 

John  Gleason  had  married,  in  1874,  at  St.  Peter’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  in  Barclay  Street,  New 
York,  Sarah  McKeon,  daughter  of  John  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Quin)  McKeon.  Her  grandfather,  James 
McKeon,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
America,  was  born  in  a  Northern  district  of  Ireland 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1799,  when  but 
fifteen  years  of  age.  His  sister,  Anne,  also  came 
to  this  country,  joined  her  brother,  and  married 
Francis  McFarland. 

James  McKeon  took  up  his  residence  in  old  Man¬ 
hattan,  now  New  York  and,  after  working  for  vari¬ 
ous  employers,  established  himself  in  the  grocery 
business.  By  nature,  industrious  and  enterprising, 
his  business  prospered,  thus  allowing  him  to  amass 
a  modest  fortune  which  he  invested  wisely,  partly  in 
an  estate  at  Twenty-Third  Street  and  Lexington 
Avenue,  where  he  made  his  home.  His  life  was  one 
well  spent  in  the  interest  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  in 
his  devotion  to  his  family  and  home.  He  was  a 
constant  attendant  of  St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  at  the  home  of  his  nephew, 
Patrick  McKeon,  in  Woodrow,  Staten  Island.  His 
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wife  was  Ann  Byrne,  who  had  died  at  a  relatively 
early  age,  leaving  him  with  a  family  of  four  sons: 
John,  of  whom  further;  James,  Hugh  and  Felix. 

John  McKeon,  eldest  of  these  sons,  was  born  at  the 
family  home  on  Twenty-third  Street,  New  York, 
June  14,  1822.  After  acquiring  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  city  he  entered  his  father’s 
store  and  assisted  there  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority.  This  work  was  followed  by  the  founding 
of  a  trucking  and  expressing  business,  which  he 
managed  successfully  for  long  years.  His  energy, 
determination  and  ability  to  adopt  new  methods, 
which  at  once  enhanced  his  enterprise  and  won  him 
increasing  business  during  the  passing  years,  also 
served  to  give  him  well-merited  prominence  in  his 
community.  He  was  by  nature,  solicitous  of  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  others,  charitable  and  generous  in  his  assist¬ 
ance  and  an  upright  citizen.  In  1882  Mr.  McKeon 
purchased  the  old  Corey  homestead  at  Rossville, 
where  for  many  years  he  resided  and  was  also  the 
owner  of  a  substantial  residence  in  New  York.  Dur¬ 
ing  practically  his  entire  life  he  was  a  communicant 
of  St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Barclay 
Street  and  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees. 

John  McKeon  married,  November  14,  1846,  Mar¬ 
garet  Quin,  born  January  7,  1826,  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Sarah  (McSherry)  Quin,  both  native 
of  the  County  of  Armagh,  Ireland.  John  McKeon 
and  his  wife  had  four  children:  1.  Mary  Amelia, 
who  died  in  infancy.  2.  Sarah,  born  February  7, 
1856,  the  wife  of  John  Gleason.  3.  John  F.  4.  Joseph. 

In  the  union  of  these  Gleason  and  McKeon  families, 
thus  John  and  Sarah  (McKeon)  Gleason  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Edwin  S.,  the  eldest,  of 
whom  this  review  chiefly  concerns.  2.  Irene,  born 
September  13,  1879,  married  James  Kemmy  and  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  two  children,  Margaret  Claire, 
born  May  5,  1905,  and  Joseph  J.,  born  August  25, 
1913.  3.  Sarah  F.,  born  February  7,  1883,  married 
William  C.  Heuer  and  has  a  daughter,  Jane. 

Edwin  S.  Gleason  obtained  a  thorough  education 
that  prepared  him  adequately  for  the  legal  profession. 
He  first  attended  St.  Peter’s  School,  in  New  York, 
after  which  he  studied  at  De  LaSalle  Academy  and 
Manhattain  College,  being  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1896.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  entered  New  York 
Law  School  and  was  awarded  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  1898.  His  admittance  to  the  bar  of  the 
State  of  New  York  took  place  formally  on  June  28, 
1898,  following  which  he  obtained  a  position  in  the 
law  department  of  the  comptroller’s  office  of  the  city, 
being  attached  to  the  board  of  expert  accountants. 
After  remaining  here  for  a  year  he  traveled  to  New 
Mexico,  there  spending  a  number  of  years  in  the 
service  of  a  large  firm. 

In  1912  Mr.  Gleason  was  appointed  by  Borough 
President  Charles  J.  McCormack  as  secretary  to 
Lewis  Nixon,  then  commissioner  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Works,  Borough  of  Richmond.  He  re¬ 
signed  this  post  in  February,  1915,  in  order  to  take 
office  as  general  manager  of  the  Nixon  Nitration 
Works.  Here  he  remained  until  1920  when  he  was 
appointed  secretary  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Works  of  the  State  of  New  York  during  Governor 
Smith’s  first  term  of  office.  Later  in  that  year  he 
was  named  secretary  to  the  Public  Service  Com¬ 
missioner  of  the  First  District  of  New  York,  thus 
continuing  to  aid  Lewis  Nixon  in  the  pursuance  of 
his  duties.  When  the  latter  resigned  from  that  office 
the  two  men  returned  to  the  Nixon  Nitration  Works 


to  again  take  up  their  work  in  the  interest  of  this 
concern.  Mr.  Gleason  is  president  of  the  Portland 
Company,  No.  10 1  Park  Avenue,  New  York,  at  the 
present  time. 

Edwin  S.  Gleason,  during  his  long  residence  on 
Staten  Island,  has  given  tangible  evidence  of  his 
concern  for  this  borough  and  of  his  support  in 
public  projects  here.  It  is  not  amiss  to  treat  briefly 
of  one  phase  of  such  work,  that  of  backing  the  pro¬ 
posed  west-shore  railroad  designed  to  run  from  Port 
Ivory  to  Tottenville  and  thus  connect  more  easily 
nearby  New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island.  Numerous 
reasons  for  the  inception  of  this  railroad,  together 
with  an  estimate  of  the  advantages  that  would  accrue 
from  its  construction,  were  enumerated  by  Mr. 
Gleason  in  a  letter  to  the  president  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  written  in  1920.  Mention  is  made 
of  Staten  Island’s  faith  in  the  future  of  her  South 
Shore,  which,  to  quote  the  letter,  “will  blossom  into 
a  great  industrial  center  almost  over  night  with  freight 
transportation.”  Thus  was  practically  instituted  an 
agitation  that  has  been  continued  up  to  the  present 
time  and  bids  fair  to  result  in  the  eventual  construc¬ 
tion  of  such  a  railroad.  It  was  also  during  this 
period  that  a  painstaking  investigation  of  existing 
transportation  conditions  in  the  Borough  of  Richmond 
as  a  whole  was  conducted  by  Public  Service  experts 
In  this  work  Mr.  Gleason  rendered  substantial  help 
by  securing  evidence  for  that  department  upon  which 
a  demand  for  the  improvement  of  transit  facilities 
was  based. 

Mr.  Gleason  has  been  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  local  Democratic  party  and  prominent  in  its 
affairs.  His  association  with  the  Democratic  County 
General  Committee  has  been  one  of  twenty  years 
standing.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  at  San  Francisco,  California, 
in  June,  1920,  which  nominated  James  M.  Cox  of 
Ohio  as  nominee  for  the  election  to  Presidency.  On 
one  occasion  he  was  a  candidate  in  the  primaries  for 
United  States  Congressman,  representing  the  Eleventh 
Congressional  District.  As  one  of  the  participants  in 
1923  in  a  triangular  contest  with  Hon.  Anning  S. 
Prall,  and  now  County  Judge  Thomas  Cosgrove,  he 
was  able  to  make  a  gratifying  showing.  His  allegiance 
to  party  discipline  and  his  willing  cooperation  in  the 
interest  of  party  unity  has  always  been  pronounced. 
He  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  Governor  Alfred  E. 
Smith,  bearing  the  distinction  of  being  the  single 
Staten  Island  delegate  to  back  the  latter  at  a  State 
convention  where  his  nomination  was  subsequently 
effected. 

Mr.  Gleason  is  a  member  of  various  business 
organizations,  societies  and  clubs.  He  is  affiliated  with 
Tottenville  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  is  a 
former  First  Grand  Knight  of  the  Riverside  Council, 
Knights  of  Columbus,  New  York.  The  Staten  Island 
Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  numbers  him  within  its  membership  as  well  as 
Manhattan  College  Alumni  Society.  Mr.  Gleason  is  a 
devotee  to  out-of-door  life  and  sports.  During  his 
studentship  at  Manhattan  College  he  was  captain  of 
football  and  basketball  teams,  also  a  member  of  the 
track  team  in  which  he  competed  in  the  100  and  200- 
yard  dashes.  He  was  awarded  medals  for  his  pro¬ 
ficiency  in  athletics.  He  is  also  a  good  golfer. 

Edwin  S.  Gleason  married,  on  April  21,  1910, 
Mary  C.  Kelly,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Kelly  of  New  York.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  son,* 
Edwin,  born  February  7,  1911,  in  Rossville,  who 
attended  Public  School  No.  6  at  Rossville,  De  La 
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Salle  Institute,  and  is  now  a  student  at  the  Mac- 
Kenzie  School  at  Monroe,  New  York. 

The  Gleason  family  are  members  at  St.  Joseph’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Rossville.  Their  resi¬ 
dence,  situated  at  No.  990  Rossville  Avenue,  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  forty  acres  of  land,  the  entire  property 
being  located  in  an  attractive  part  of  the  Island, 
where  in  the  early  days  much  community  life  was 
centered.  In  his  old  colonial  house  are  mementos  in 
the  form  of  art  and  souvenirs  of  the  years  past. 


GEORGE  SCRANTON  HUMPHREY— Promi¬ 
nently  identified  in  the  engineering  profession,  active 
in  the  affairs  of  finance  and  business  and  in  our  local 
civic  structure,  George  S.  Humphrey  is  numbered 
among  our  foremost  citizens.  Since  coming  to  Staten 
Island  he  has  been  identified  with  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  many  ways,  having  held  among  other 
posts  the  presidency  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Staten  Island  Academy. 

The  Humphrey  family  is  of  English  origin,  the  first 
cf  their  number  to  came  to  America  was  John 
Humphrey,  who  emigrated  from  England  in  1724 
and  settled  in  Orange  County,  New  York.  His  son, 
Hugh,  married  Nancy  Peacock  and  died  in  Little 
Brittain,  Town  of  Windsor,  Orange  County,  on  June 
20,  1794.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 

James  Humphrey,  son  of  Hugh  Humphrey,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  New  Windsor,  December  23, 
1755.  In  April,  1776,  he  enlisted  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  for  three  months,  then  reenlisted  and  continued 
in  the  service  with  the  rank  of  sergeant  until  October, 
1779.  He  was  engaged  in  the  action  resulting  in  the 
capture  of  Fort  Montgomery  by  the  British  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1777,  at  which  time  he  was  taken  a  prisoner  and 
conveyed  to  New  York  where  he  was  confined  in  the 
old  North  Church  until  October  28.  He  was^  then 
sent  on  board  the  prison  ship,  “Good  Intent,”  and 
detained  until  about  August  10,  1778,  when  he  was 
exchanged.  During  this  period  of  imprisonment  his 
sufferings  were  cruel  and  in  addition  all  his  personal 
belongings  were  taken  from  him.  After  the  war  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  in  mercantile  business  and 
later  removed  to  Phelps,  New  York,  where  he  died 
in  September,  1834.  In  1790  he  had  married  Phebe 
Howell  of  South  Hampton,  Long  Island,  who  died 
in  1817. 

Hon.  Charles  Humphrey,  his  son,  was  born  in 
Little  Brittain,  New  York,  February  14,  1792.  He 
began  the  study  of  law  under  William  Ross,  Esquire, 
of  Newburgh,  at  an  early  age,  but  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  “War  of  1812”  his  studies  were  interrupted 
by  his  enlistment  in  the  regular  United  States  Army. 
On  August  15,  1813  he  was  commissioned  captain  in 
the  41st  Regiment  of  Infantry,  being  stationed  at 
Sandy  Hook,  Fort  Green,  New  Utrecht  and  other 
points  in  this  vicinity.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
resumed  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
on  January  11,  1816.  On  September  24,  1816,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Ann  Eliza  Belknap  of  Newburg,  who  died  in 
1864.  In  1817  he  removed  to  Ithaca,  New  York,  where 
in  addition  to  his  law  practice  he  was  manager  of  the 
Ithaca  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  Newburg,  the  first 
financial  institution  opened  in  Ithaca.  He  represented 
his  district  in  Congress  during  1825-1827  and  was 
a  member  of  the  State  Assembly  during  the  years, 
1834-35-36,  being  Speaker  of  the  House  during  the 
last  two  years.  Although  he  was  a  great  sufferer 
from  neuritis  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life, 
he  was  one  of  the  State’s  leading  attorneys  and  very 
active  otherwise.  He  died  suddenly  in  Albany  on 
April  17,  1850,  after  successfully  prosecuting  an 


important  railroad  case  before  the  Court  of  Appeals. 
He  was  buried  at  Ithaca. 

William  Ross  Humphrey,  son  of  Hon.  Charles 
Humphrey,  was  born  in  Ithaca  on  April  10,  1820. 
After  preliminary  schooling  he  was  sent  to  Newburgh 
where  he  completed  his  education,  studied  law,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  returned  to  Ithaca,  where 
he  soon  acquired  an  extensive  practice  in  the  State 
and  Federal  Courts.  On  June  20,  1848,  he  married 
Mary  Hannah  Wheeler  of  Orwell,  Vermont,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Rev.  Hosea  Wheeler.  She  died  in  Ithaca, 
May  9,  1900.  About  1848,  as  Master  of  Chancery, 
he  sold  the  Ithaca  and  Oswego  Railroad,  which  was 
built  in  1833  but  had  become  bankrupt.  The  pur¬ 
chasers  were  Colonel  W.  Scranton,  founder  of 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  associates,  who  pro¬ 
posed  to  link  it  with  the  line  they  were  then  con¬ 
structing  from  Scranton,  and  use  it  in  connection 
with  steamboat  on  Cayuga  Lake  as  an  outlet  for 
anthracite  coal  to  points  north  and  west.  Mr.  Hum¬ 
phrey  later  joined  with  the  Scranton  interests  in  the 
organization  of  the  Cayuga  and  Susquehanna  Rail¬ 
road  Company  which  rebuilt  and  partially  relocated 
the  old  line,  and  leased  it  for  ninety-nine  years  to  the 
newly-formed  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western 
Railroad  Company.  Mr.  Humphrey  became  manager 
of  the  C.  and  S.  R.  R.  and  other  interests  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  in  that  part  of 
the  State,  continuing  his  connection  with  the  com¬ 
pany  until  his  retirement  in  1885.  He  was  a  man  of 
strong  association  and  influence  throughout  the 
State;  was  active  in  local  affairs,  among  other  things 
being  a  school  trustee,  a  trustee  of  the  Cornell  Lib¬ 
rary  Association  and  of  Cornell  University  and  for 
many  years  was  secretary  of  the  latter  board.  Like 
his  father  and  grandfather,  he  was  a  devoted  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  throughout  his  life¬ 
time.  He  died  in  Ithaca,  July  21,  1901.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  William  Ross  Humphrey,  living,  are  Mary 
Elizabeth,  Katharine  (Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hunt),  of 
New  Brighton,  George  Scranton,  and  Charles  of 
Timmins,  Ontario,  Canada. 

George  Scranton  Humphrey  was  born  in  Ithaca, 
New  York,  on  August  1,  1856,  the  son  of  William 
R.  and  Mary  H.  (Wheeler)  Humphrey,  as  mentioned 
previously.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  after  which  he 
pursued  higher  learning  at  Cornell  University.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  close  of  his  scholastic  career  he,  for  a 
time,  served  in  a  clerical  capacity  in  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Ithaca,  New  York.  Having  been 
educated  in  the  science  of  mineralogy,  he,  in  1875, 
accepted  a  position  and  removed  to  Oxford,  New 
Jersey,  and  there  was  made  assistant  furnace  manager 
of  the  old  Oxford  Iron  Company.  He  was  with  this 
concern  for  ten  years,  when  he  became  assayer  and 
superintendent  of  the  reduction  plant  of  the  Carlisle 
(New  Mexico)  Mining  Company.  Two  years  later, 
in  1887,  he  was  assistant  manager  and  treasurer  of 
the  Kokomo  (Indiana)  Glass  Company,  and  in  1890 
came  here  as  treasurer  and  purchasing  agent  of  the 
C.  W.  Hunt  Company  at  West  Brighton,  now  known 
as  the  C.  W.  Hunt  Company,  Inc.  His  experience 
with  this  last  named  firm  was  interesting  because 
during  his  long  association  he  saw  it  pass  through 
its  greatest  development.  In  1925  Mr.  Humphrey 
withdrew  from  this  company  and  is  now  engaged  in 
consulting  engineering,  having  his  office  at  No.  27 
Pine  Street,  Manhattan. 

Mr.  Humphrey  has  traveled  extensively  through¬ 
out  the  United  States  and  Europe.  A  Republican  in 
politics,  he  is  deeply  interested  in  all  that  concerns 
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his  party  but  has  not  recently  taken  an  active  part 
in  any  of  the  State  or  civic  campaigns.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Mining 
and  Metallurgical  Engineers;  the  American  Society 
of  Mechanical  Engineers;  the  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science;  the  New  York 
Society  of  Electrical  Engineers;  the  National  Geo¬ 
graphic  Society;  the  American  Forestry  Associa¬ 
tion;  the  American  Fern  Association  and  many 
similar  organizations. 

As  a  resident  of  Richmond  Borough  he  has  been 
interested  and  active  in  the  work  of  several  local 
institutions,  especially  those  of  an  educational,  civic 
and  financial  nature.  For  twenty-five  years  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Staten 
Island  Academy,  In  serving  this  body  he  spent  six¬ 
teen  years  as  treasurer  before  being  chosen  vice- 
president  and  subsequently  president  in  1928,  serving 
in  the  latter  position  until  February,  1930. 

Mr.  Humphrey  is  a  trustee  and  second  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Staten  Island  Savings  Bank,  in  the 
affairs  of  which  he  takes  an  active  part.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Staten  Island  Civic  League  and  in 
his  fraternal  persuasion  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  Masonic  Order,  being  a  Past  Master  of  Oxford 
(New  Jersey)  Lodge  No.  127,  a  post  that  he  held 
in  1880.  His  present  affiliation  is  with  Richmond 
Lodge,  No.  66,  which  has  covered  a  period  of  thirty 
years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Richmond  Forest, 
Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon,  and  of  the  Staten  Island 
Masonic  Mutual  Benefit  Association.  Being  an  ardent 
and  active  worker  in  religious  affairs  for  many  years 
he  has  attended  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church  and 
has  represented  the  New  York  Presbytery  in  Synod 
and  General  Assembly.  His  clubs  are:  The  Staten 
Island;  the  Engineers;  the  Railroad;  the  Appalachian 
Mountain  of  Boston,  Massachusetts;  and  the  Ran¬ 
dolph  Mountain  Club  of  Randolph,  New  Hampshire. 
His  recreations  are  mostly  concerned  with  out-of- 
doors  and  he  is  an  enthusiastic  bowler.  His  principal 
hobby  is  the  study  of  literature,  particularly  that 
relating  to  historical  events. 

On  September  27,  1883,  Mr.  Humphrey  married 
at  Oxford,  New  Jersey,  Caroline  Scranton,  daughter 
of  Colonel  Charles  Scranton  and  Jane  (Henry) 
Scranton,  and  niece  of  Colonel  George  W.  Scranton, 
the  latter  the  founder  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Humphrey  were  the  parents  of  two 
children  as  follows:  1.  Charles  Scranton,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  2,  1888,  died  June  29,  1911.  2.  Mary  Wheeler, 
born  March  9,  1892,  married  the  Rev.  L.  S.  B. 
Hadley,  who  after  having  spent  six  years  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  China  and  stationed  at  Peking,  now 
reside  in  Upper  Montclair,  New  Jersey. 


JOSEPH  FRANKLIN  WORTHEN,  M.  D.— A 

native  of  Utah  and  a  graduate  of  the  Medical  School 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Worthen, 
after  having  served  as  an  interne  in  two  Staten 
Island  hospitals,  established  himself  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  at  St.  George  in  the  early  part  of  1927. 
His  thorough  medical  training  has  made  him  a 
promising  addition  to  the  Island’s  medical  profession. 

Dr.  Worthen  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
December  19,  1895,  a  son  of  Charles  Herbert  and 
Rachel  (Whimpey)  Worthen.  His  father,  likewise  a 
native  of  Salt  Lake  City,  is  a  prominent  building  con¬ 
tractor  of  that  western  city.  His  mother,  who  was  born 
in  Wales,  Great  Britain,  died  in  1927.  Dr.  Worthen 
was  first  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
his  native  city.  He  subsequently  entered  the  Medical 
School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
graduated  at  the  June  Commencement  of  1925  with 


the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  then  spent 
one  year  as  an  interne  at  the  United  States  Marine 
Hospital,  Stapleton,  and  another  year  in  the  same 
capacity  at  the  Staten  Island  Hospital,  New  Brighton. 
Having  thus  complemented  his  theoretical  studies 
with  extensive  and  varied  practical  training,  he  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine  on 
April  15,  1927,  with  offices  at  No.  107  Central  Ave¬ 
nue,  St.  George.  Besides  ministering  to  his  growing 
practice,  he  is  also  Attending  Physician  at  the  Sea¬ 
side  Hospital  of  St.  John’s  Guild,  New  Dorp,  and 
also  Junior  Attending  Physician  at  the  Staten  Island 
Hospital.  During  the  World  War  he  was  attached 
to  the  United  States  Medical  Corps,  with  Field  Hos¬ 
pital,  No.  21,  and  served  overseas  in  France  from 
August  1,  1918,  to  May,  1919.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Richmond  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is 
secretary,  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  and 
the  American  Medical  Association,  as  well  as  Pi 
Kappa  Alpha,  Phi  Kappa  Phi,  Tau  Kappa  Alpha, 
and  Phi  Chi  fraternities,  the  last-named  being  a  medi¬ 
cal  fraternity.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club  of  Staten  Island. 

Dr.  Worthen  was  married  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1923,  to  Leah  Burbidge,  of  that  city,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Minnie  (Brinton)  Burbidge. 


MRS.  CAMILLE  L.  McSORLEY — A  leader 
among  women,  Mrs.  Camille  L.  McSorley  holds  an 
important  place  in  the  organization  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  on  Staten  Island,  being  chairman  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  that  party  in  Richmond  County. 
It  is  only  natural  that,  when  once  she  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  political  affairs,  she  should  have  been  chosen 
for  this  position;  for  she  is  a  native  Staten  Islander, 
widow  of  a  Staten  Island  man,  and  has  devoted  much 
of  her  time  and  energy  to  local  activities.  She  has 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  charitable  and  health  work, 
and  for  many  years  has  been  closely  identified  with 
the  activities  of  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  the  St. 
Vincent’s  Hospital. 

As  her  first  name,  Camille,  would  indicate,  she  is 
of  French  descent,  daughter  of  John  Joseph  and 
Margaret  Josephine  Deschaux.  Her  father  was  for 
many  years  connected  with  the  dyeing  and  printing 
trade  in  New  York  City,  having  come  to  the  United 
States  from  France  in  1844;  and  received  medals  for 
his  achievements  in  dyeing.  His  business  enterprise 
was  located  at  Houston  Street  and  Broadway,  New 
York,  but  he  left  such  activities  when  he  started  in 
1848  for  California  as  one  of  the  “Forty-Niners” 
with  a  view  to  making  his  fortune  in  the  gold  fields. 
The  journey  was  difficult  and  offered  many  grave 
dangers  but  indicated,  nonetheless,  his  desire  to  travel, 
a  trait  that  his  daughter  inherited.  When  he  came 
again  to  the  East,  he  settled,  in  1855,  on  Staten 
Island;  and,  with  his  wife  and  family,  lived  in  the 
old  Cary  House  on  Mill  Road  (now  Clove  Road). 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  the  corner  of  Taylor 
Street  and  Richmond  Terrace,  which  property  be¬ 
longed  to  the  well-known  Dr.  James  Guyon  Clark, 
and  where  his  daughter,  Mrs.  McSorley,  was  born. 
Mrs.  McSorley’s  mother,  Margaret  Josephine  Des¬ 
chaux,  was  a  cultured  French  woman,  and,  when  the 
family  came  to  Staten  Island,  she  taught  French  to 
the  children  of  prominent  local  families.  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Sorley’s  husband,  who  died  February  8,  1914,  was 
Nicholas  B.  McSorley,  of  West  New  Brighton,  to 
whom  she  was  married  April  24,  1878.  Nicholas  B. 
McSorley  was  born  in  West  New  Brighton  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1845,  son  of  William  and  Roseanna 
(Hughes)  McSorley.  Both  father  and  son  were  asso- 
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ciated  with  the  New  York  Dyeing  and  Printing 
Company.  The  elder  McSorley  was  with  the  company 
from  its  establishment  in  18x9  until  his  death  in  1878, 
and  the  son  from  about  1865  until  about  1893,  when 
he  entered  the  real  estate  business  with  offices  on 
Castleton  Avenue  near  Roe  Street  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  his  death.  His  holdings  were  mostly  in 
West  New  Brighton. 

Camille  L.  (Deschaux)  McSorley,  early  in  life  be¬ 
came  convinced  of  the  right  of  women  to  their  inde¬ 
pendence,  but  she  was  never  an  ardent  suffragist  until 
her  sex  was  given  the  franchise.  Then  she  took  a  deep 
interest  in  different  campaigns  to  improve  conditions 
and  advance  the  status  of  her  sex.  She  believes  that 
every  woman  should  exercise  her  right  to  vote,  and 
in  every  election  is  hard  at  work  to  bring  the  women 
voters  to  the  polls.  Her  organization  in  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  has  as  many  as  five  hundred  workers 
who  cooperate  with  her  every  year,  both  in  the  prima¬ 
ries  and  in  the  November  elections.  She  has  headed 
the  organization  of  women  Democrats  on  Staten 
Island  under  three  county  leaders — Matthew  J.  Ca¬ 
hill,  Thomas  R.  McGinley,  and  David  S.  Rendt. 
Entirely  aside  from  her  political  interests,  she  is 
active  in  many  public  enterprises,  and  is  willing  and 
eager  to  give  freely  of  her  time  to  whatever  projects 
she  believes  are  designed  to  bring  about  some  im¬ 
provement  in  affairs.  She  is  associated  with  the 
organization  of  the  American  Red  Cross  on  Staten 
Island,  and  as  secretary  very  much  interested  in  the 
activities  of  the  local  school  board,  No.  53.  She 
attends  every  graduation  exercise,  and  does  much  to 
promote  education  in  the  neighborhood  school.  Sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  she  took  a  nursing  course  at  the  Russell 
Sage  Foundation,  on  Twenty-second  Street,  New 
York  City;  and,  during  the  World  War,  she  per¬ 
formed  valuable  service  in  this  field  of  endeavor.  She 
formed  a  unit  for  war  relief  work  at  her  home,  and 
turned  out  68,000  surgical  dressings  and  knitted 
articles,  a  work  which  she  did  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Blue  Cross  in  connection  with  Blessed  Sacra¬ 
ment  Roman  Catholic  Church,  of  which  she  is  a 
member.  This  work  was  very  successful,  and  re¬ 
ceived  high  commendation  from  national  leaders.  And 
she  received  from  the  American  Red  Cross  a  diploma 
for  her  work  in  the  United  States  General  Hospital, 
No.  41,  in  1918  and  1919.  One  of  her  last  lessons  at 
the  Russell  Sage  Foundation  took  place  on  a  memor¬ 
able  day — the  day  when  the  false  report  of  the  sign¬ 
ing  of  the  armistice  was  circulated,  when  all  New 
York  was  in  a  gigantic  furore.  Mrs.  McSorley’s  one 
great  avocation,  both  during  and  since  the  war,  has 
been  philanthropy,  and  in  her  connection  with  the 
Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  she 
performs  a  valued  service  to  her  community. 

She  resides  with  her  son,  William  J.  McSorley,  at 
No.  317  Taylor  Street,  West  New  Brighton.  She 
had  two  sons,  William  J.  and  Bernard,  but  Bernard 
died  at  the  age  of  six  and  one-half  years.  Her  father, 
John  Joseph  Deschaux,  died  in  1880,  and  her  mother’s 
death  occurred  in  1913. 

Mrs.  McSorley  has  to  her  credit,  among  many 
other  things,  membership  in  the  Staten  Island  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 


READ  BENEDICT — In  the  death  of  Read  Bene¬ 
dict,  many  years  a  resident  of  Staten  Island,  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  borough  lost  a  citizen  of  integrity  and 
keen  business  judgment,  qualities  which  will  ever  be 
associated  with  him  by  his  own  family  and  by  those 
persons  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  during  his 
life.  The  Benedicts  have  been  established  here  for 


nearly  a  century,  the  first  to  settle  on  the  Island 
being  Samuel  Ward  Benedict,  1st,  who  is  the  sixth 
in  line  of  descent  from  Thomas  W.  Benedict,  the 
progenitor. 

Thomas  W.  Benedict  was  born  in  Nottinghamshire, 
England,  about  1617,  came  to  America  in  1638  and 
married  Mary  Bridgum.  The  greater  part  of  their 
lives  were  spent  on  Long  Island,  where  five  sons  and 
four  daughters  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  James 
Benedict  was  the  next  in  line  of  descent. 

James  Benedict,  son  of  Thomas  W.  and  Mary 
(Bridgum)  Benedict,  was  born  at  Southold,  Long 
Island,  December  3,  1652.  When  a  young  man  he  went 
with  his  parents  to  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  where  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  he  married  Sarah  Gregory, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Gregory.  They  were 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Thomas,  who  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  9,  1694. 

It  is  recorded  in  the  genealogy  of  the  Benedict 
family  that  Thomas  Benedict  was  married  at  Nor¬ 
walk  to  Abigail  Hoyt  about  1725,  and  to  them  was 
born  a  son,  Thaddeus,  on  November  I,  1728.  The 
latter  married  Abigail  Starr  on  February  2,  1747. 

In  1758  Thaddeus  and  Abigail  (Starr)  Benedict 
became  the  parents  of  a  son,  Peter,  who  was  the 
father  of  Samuel  Ward  Benedict,  1st,  and  grand¬ 
father  of  the  late  Read  Benedict. 

Samuel  Ward  Benedict,  1st,  son  of  Peter  and  Ann 
(Peck)  Benedict,  was  born  in  Danbury,  Connecticut, 
March  12,  1798.  After  receiving  the  education  af¬ 
forded  him  in  the  local  school  of  his  district  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Manhattan  (now  New  York),  where  an 
apprenticeship  was  begun  in  various  watch  and  clock 
stores.  In  1819,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  opened 
a  store,  under  his  own  name,  at  the  corner  of  Maiden 
Lane  and  Broadway,  for  the  sale  and  repair  of  watches 
and  clocks.  Thus  it  was  he  established  the  foundation 
for  the  present  firm  of  Benedict  Brothers,  the  history 
of  which  is  described  later.  On  January  23,  1822,  he 
married  Susan  S.  Ovington,  a  native  of  England, 
and  to  this  union  there  was  born  a  large  family,  as 
follows :  Alexander,  Isaac  H.,  Ovington,  Delolme, 
Read,  of  whom  further;  Samuel  W.,  2d.;  Frederick, 
Edwin,  Susan,  unmarried ;  Frances,  who  married 
Edwin  Brackebush,  and  two  children  who  died  in 
infancy.  In  1836  the  family  moved  from  New  York 
to  Staten  Island  and  took  up  residence  in  the  old 
Winant  mansion  at  Rossville,  an  historic  landmark  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  which  was  purchased  to¬ 
gether  with  the  adjoining  farms  of  Daniel  Winant 
and  Benjamin  Brewster.  In  1858  the  home  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire,  but  a  new  dwelling  was  immediately 
erected  in  which  Samuel  Ward  Benedict,  1st,  resided 
until  his  death. 

Read  Benedict,  born  September,  1834,  in  New 
York  City,  was  two  years  of  age  when  he  was 
brought  to  Staten  Island.  When  his  schooling  was 
finished  he  entered  the  business  conducted  by  his 
father  and,  through  the  many  years  which  elapsed, 
prior  to  his  death,  continued  it  with  untiring  zeal, 
honesty  and  keen  judgment. 

The  business  of  Benedict  Brothers,  as  stated  before, 
was  founded  in  New  York  by  Samuel  Ward  Bene¬ 
dict,  1st.,  in  1819.  The  beginning  was  a  small  store 
at  Maiden  Lane  and  Broadway.  At  that  time,  it 
was  customary  for  stages  and  omnibuses  to  start  their 
journeys  from  this  store  and  the  drivers  were  in  the 
habit  of  saying  that  they  would  leave  this  terminus 
at  a  certain  hour  on  “Benedict’s  Time.”  Thus  the 
expression,  “Benedict’s  Time,”  came  into  vogue  as 
indicating  the  correct  time  of  day.  For  a  number 
of  years  the  enterprise  was  conducted  privately,  but 
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later  the  founder  took  in  a  partner,  in  the  person  of 
his  nephew,  Jesse  Benedict,  and  the  firm  name  was 
changed  to  Benedict  and  Benedict.  Due  to  an  in¬ 
crease  in  business,  larger  quarter',  were  required  and 
the  ftore  wa'.  moved  to  the  Old  Merchant*  Exchange 
Building  at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Wall  street*. 
This  change  of  location,  although  necessary,  wa*.  an 
unfortunate  one  for,  during  the  great  fire  of  1835, 
the  entire  building  wa*  completely  destroyed.  New 
quarter*  were  found  a  few  doo r*  away,  and  Jet.se 
Benedict  having  then  retired,  Samuel  Ward  Benedict, 
lit.,  carried  on  the  business  at  the  new  address  alone 
until  1845,  when  a  move  was  again  made,  thii  time 
to  No.  5  Wall  Street  Read  Benedict,  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  became  a  partner  in  this  enterprise  and  later, 
in  i860,  he  purchased  the  interest*  of  hi*,  father,  who 
retired  from  business  life.  The  ion  continued  for 
a  number  of  ycari  when  he  took  in  at  partner*.,  his 
two  younger  brothers,  Edwin  ar/i  Frederick  Benedict. 
The  firm  then  became  known  at  fienedict  Brothers 
and,  later,  a  new  store  wat  established  at  .‘*0.  171 
Broadway,  where  they  remained  until  1  '//j.  Becau se 
of  changing  conditions  in  the  district,  they  have 
moved  on  two  occasions,  since  that  time,  firtt,  to  the 
corner  of  Liberty  Street  and  Broadway,  and  second, 
in  1921,  to  Broadway  and  Fulton  Street,  where  they 
are  now  located-  The  timepiece  and  jewelry  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Benedict  family  has  become  a  well-known 
institution  in  lower  New  York,  being  known  to 
thousands  of  frequenters  in  that  part  of  th e  city. 

Outside  of  his  many  business  interesti,  Mr.  Bene¬ 
dict  held  membership  in  various  organisation'..  He 
was  one  of  the  founder*  of  Grace  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  at  Port  Richmond;  a  member  of  Tomp¬ 
kins  Lodge.  No.  407.  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
and  he  was  also  identified  with  civic  bodies.  He  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  development  of  the  section 
about  Westerleigh  and  contributed  of  ba  time  and 
means  in  making  ft  a  fine  residential  neigh borhood. 

On  .April  29.  1856,  he  was  married  to  Mary  E. 
Wmant,  daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Mark  E.  and 
Sarah  < Watts )  Wmant  of  old  pioneer  stock.  Mrs. 
Benedict  was  the  granddaughter  of  Peter  Wmant, 
of  Revolutionary  fame,  who  as  a  Colonist  was  forced 
to  fiee  from  Staten  Island  on  account  of  strong  Anti- 
Tory  sentiments  which  he  so  freely  expressed.  After 
the  Revolution  Peter  Winant  returned  and  became 
one  of  the  first  members  of  the  State  Legislature 
from  Richmond  County,  serving  in  1788-90  and  ’91. 
Previously,  from  1785  to  1787  he  was  a  supervisor 
of  the  town  of  Westfield,  and  was  for  many  years 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  death  of  Read  Benedict  occurred  on  Septem¬ 
ber  2c  :p  1  n  his  wife  having  passed  away  before  him. 
The  children  born  to  this  union  were:  r.  EUa 
Frances,  now  Mrs.  James  V.  Bur  Ionian,  o:  Staten 
Island.  2.  Frederick  WA  deceased-  3.  Read,  de¬ 
ceased.  4.  Sarah  B  .  deceased,  who  married  Louis 
H.  Achilles.  5.  Lila,  now  Mr*.  Harry  E.  Heal,  of 
New  York  City.  6.  Read  E.,  deceased-  7.  Mary 
E-.  deceased-  8.  Cornelius,  deceased.  9.  Charles  P-, 
president  of  Benedict  Brothers,  who  recently  bet- 
same  a  resident  of  Westchester  County:  he  married 
i firs*  the  late  Trarfila  b  ar.  Name,  of  an  old  Staten 
Island  family,  who  died  in  I92r.  His  second  mar¬ 
riage  was  00  November  10,  1926.  to  Dorothy  P. 
Lytle,  daughter  of  Henry  3.  and  Julia  f Siracuton) 
Lytle.  10.  Coleman,  associated  with  Benedict 
Brrehers 

Read  Eenedict  is  also  survived  by  sixteen  grand- 
chfldren:  Charles  P_,  Jr-,  and  Stanley  I— ,  children 

of  Charles  P.  and  Dorothy  P.  f Lytle)  Benedict; 
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James  V,,  Jr.  and  Boyd  Everett,  sons  of  the  late 
James  V.  and  Ella  Frances  f Benedict)  Burkman; 
Mae  Achilles,  now  Mrs.  Kenneth  L.  Drescher, 
Gertrude  Achilles,  who  married  C.  Frank  Bush* 
Lila  Achilles,  widow  of  Add;  Zorn,  Mildred, 
living  at  home,  awl  Arthur  B.,  graduate  of  I-ehigh 
University,  all  of  whom  are  children  of  Louis  H. 
and  the  late  harah  B.  f fienedict)  Achilles;  H.  Elliot 
Heal,  Jr„  son  of  Harry  E  and  Lila  ( Benedict ) 
Heal;  Marjorie  Benedict,  now  Mrs.  Eugene  Mark¬ 
ham,  Evelyn,  Grace,  Kathryn,  and  Charles  P.,  chil¬ 
dren  of  Coleman  and  Kathryn  (Britton)  Benedict. 


SAMUEL  V/APD  BENEDICT,  2d  A  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Benedict  family  who  devoted  a  large 
share  of  his  lifetime,  years  ago,  to  the  cultivation  of 
farm  lands  in  the  district  of  Rossville  and  to  the 
pursuance  of  bit  duties  as  Road  Commissioner,  was 
the  late  Samuel  Ward  Benedict,  2d 

The  first  member  of  the  Benedict  family  to  come 
to  Staten  fsland  was  Samuel  Ward  Benedict,  1st, 
‘he  former's  father,  who  had  lived  previously  in  Dan¬ 
bury,  Connecticut,  and  later  in  Manhattan.  An  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Benedict  ancestry  including  the  career 
of  Samuel  Ward  Benedict,  isq  is  given  in  this  work 
under  the  caption  of  Read  fienedict  f  q.  v.) ;  this 
review  chiefly  concerns  the  late  Samuel  Ward  Bene- 
dict,  2d. 

Samuel  V/'ard  fienedict,  2d,  was  born  October 
24,  1836,  m  the  original  pioneer  family  residence  at 
Rossville.  He  was  ed uoated  in  the  district  school  and 
at  a  private  a cadency  on  the  Island,  supplemented  by  a 
course  of  higher  ir.structirw.  in  .Gar. bury,  Connecticut, 
flit  school  days  over,  he  returned  to  Staten  Island 
in  order  to  aid  in  the  '-are  of  his  father's  farm,  as 
the  latter's  business  in  Manhattan  absorbed  the 
greater  portion  or  his  time.  The  yoer.ger  Benedict 
remained  on  the  farm  until  he  had  attained  the  age 
of  thirty-one,  at  which  time  he  became  employed  m 
business  in  the  metropolis.  For  twenty  years  he  con¬ 
tinued  thus  engaged,  then  returned  again  to  the 
farm.  Only  a  short  time  had  elapsed  however,  be¬ 
fore  the  Adantic  Bric>  Company  of  Rotsrille  made 
him  ar.  offer  for  his  properties,  the  purchase  being 
summarily  consummated. 

Mr.  Benedict  wa*  elected  Rood  Commissioner  in 
1890,  holding  this  position  until  189B,  when  the  con¬ 
solidation  with  the  Greater  City  of  New  York  took 
place.  He  was  then  reappointed  ard  served  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  before  retiring  just 
previously  to  his  death  Decern. uer  9,  1926.  Active 
tr.  public  ar.d  civic  affairs  on  the  Island  particularly 
within  his  native  district,  bis  accomplishments  were 
mar.7  ar.d  valuable.  Though  the  dispensation  of  his 
duties  as  Road  Corr.rr.  ssioner  took  up  the  major 
part  of  hi*,  energies,  he  found  opportunity  to  aid  this 
county  in  various  other  ways  Fraternally,  his  affi¬ 
liation.  was  with  Aquehonga  Ledge  of  tlce  Masonic 
Order,  of  which  he  was  a  Fast  Master,  and  he  served 
as  a  volunteer  fireman  with  the  Rossville  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company.  He  was  widely  known  in  not 
only  this  district  but  throughout  the  Is  lard 

Kam.uel  Ward  Benedict,  2d  married  on  November 
2:.  1835,  Annette  CorteJyou,  daughter  of  Peter  L. 
and  Ellen  f  Bogart)  Cortefyou  descendants  o'  pion¬ 
eer  Staten  Island  families.  Their  marriage  was 
blessed  with  three  daughters  and  a  son  as  follows: 
1,  Josephine,  married  Kidney  N.  Post,  of  btaten 
Island:  he  passed  away  ir.  1923  and  Mrs  Post  now 
resides  in  the  Benedict  family  borne  situated  at  No. 
18 r;  Arthur  Kill  Road,  Greenridge-  2.  Ellen,  mar¬ 
ried  George  W.  Alston,  also  of  Staten  Island,  and 
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they  have  a  son  Leroy.  3.  Annette,  married  Benja¬ 
min  Cox  of  New  York,  both  of  whom  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  A  daughter,  Ethel  B.,  was  born  to  this 
union.  4.  Samuel  Ward,  Jr.,  the  only  son,  married 
Elizabeth  Jansen,  of  Staten  Island,  both  of  whom 
are  now  deceased. 

Mrs.  Annette  (Cortelyou)  Benedict,  mother  of 
these  children,  died  February  23,  1899,  having  been 
survived  by  her  husband  twenty-seven  years.  Both 
are  buried  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Post,  who  by  her  courtesy,  has  placed  the 
memorial  biography  and  portrait  of  her  father  in 
this  work,  has  always  been  greatly  interested  in  the 
history  of  Staten  Island  and  its  families.  She  is  a 
well-known  and  esteemed  resident  and  her  religious 
attendance  is  with  the  old  Woodrow  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  an  historical  edifice  of  many  years. 

JOHN  DETJENS — Among  the  prominent  citi¬ 
zens  of  Richmond  Borough,  one  comes  upon  the  name 
of  John  Detjens  who,  for  nearly  a  half  century  has 
been  the  representative  of  his  family  in  this  country. 
Although  his  business  activities  have  been  centered 
in  Manhattan  for  many  years,  Mr.  Detjens  maintains 
a  charming  residence  on  Grymes  Hill,  where  he 
takes  part  in  the  social  life  of  the  community. 

Seestermuehe,  Germany,  was  the  birthplace  of  Mr. 
Detjens.  He  was  born  there  October  9,  1862,  a  son 
of  Johann  and  Anna  (Meinert)  Detjens,  being  one  of 
a  large  family  of  children.  The  others  were:  Amelia, 
Augusta,  Hermann,  Dietrich,  Otto,  Heinrich,  and 
John.  All  these  children  remained  in  Germany  except 
the  subject  of  this  review  and  his  brother,  Hermann, 
who,  after  spending  forty  years  in  California,  re¬ 
turned  to  his  native  land  about  twelve  years  ago.  The 
father  during  his  lifetime  conducted  a  large  farm  in 
Germany  with  a  marked  degree  of  success  and  was 
generally  well  regarded. 

John  Detjens  received  a  sound  education  and  train¬ 
ing  in  the  schools  of  his  home  district,  and  as  a  youth 
of  eighteen  years,  came  to  America  and  settled  in 
Manhattan  where  he  resided  for  five  years.  During 
this  time  he  became  employed  by  various  woolen 
manufacturers.  In  1885  he  removed  to  Staten  Island 
but  continued  his  employment  in  Manhattan.  With 
the  ensuing  years  he  became  well  versed  in  the  woolen 
industry  and  in  1900,  after  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business,  he  and  a  Mr.  Christian 
Bahnsen  established  themselves  as  selling  agents  for 
the  Gera  Mills  of  Passaic,  New  Jersey.  This  enter¬ 
prise  was  conducted  with  apparent  success  and  became 
such  an  important  factor  in  the  distribution  of  mill 
products  that,  in  1914,  he  and  Mr.  Bahnsen  were  able 
to  purchase  the  mills  outright.  From  that  time  until 
his  retirement  in  1928,  Mr.  Detjens  acted  as  treasurer 
of  the  Gera  Mills,  the  New  York  offices  being  main¬ 
tained  at  No.  270  Madison  Avenue.  These  offices 
were  recently  removed  to  No.  261  Fifth  Avenue. 

Although  retired  after  fifty  years  of  activity,  Mr. 
Detjens  still  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Gera  Mills  and  also  holds  similar  posts  in  the  Wyan¬ 
dotte  Woolen  Mills  of  Waterville,  Maine,  and  the 
New  Jersey  Worsted  Spinning  Company  of  Garfield, 
New  Jersey,  having  also  held  the  office  of  treasurer 
in  the  latter  two  companies.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Mer¬ 
chants  Association  of  New  York.  For  many  years 
he  was  affiliated  with  the  Richmond  County  Country 
Club  and  the  Richmond  Club  and  takes  an  active  in¬ 
terest  as  a  citizen  in  the  progress  of  his  place  of 
residence.  Well  known  and  respected  by  his  many 
friends  in  Staten  Island,  he  likewise  shares  the  same 


esteem  in  business  circles  in  New  York.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  and 
have  been  active  in  its  support. 

Mr.  Detjens  was  married,  May  14,  1902,  in  Trinity 
Lutheran  Church  on  Staten  Island,  to  Else  Hoffman, 
a  native  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Helene  (Ritter)  Hoffman.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Detjens  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  John,  Jr., 
born  March  28,  1903,  educated  at  the  Staten  Island 
Academy,  at  Bordentown  Military  Institute,  and  at 
Horace  Mann  School,  New  York.  He  graduated  from 
Lafayette  College,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science,  class  of  1925,  and  is  now  associated  with  the 
National  Credit  Office,  textile  investigators  in  Man¬ 
hattan.  2.  Helen  Else  Louise,  born  November  11, 
1906,  educated  at  Staten  Island  Academy,  and  at 
Mrs.  Dow’s  Finishing  School,  Briarcliff,  New  York. 
She  married  William  H.  Maucher  of  East  Orange, 
New  Jersey.  3.  Herbert  Philip  Detjens,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  7,  1917,  now  a  student  at  the  Staten  Island 
Academy. 

The  birth  of  Mrs.  Detjens’  father  took  place  in 
1851  at  Miinster-am-Stein,  Germany.  He  came  to 
this  country  in  1874  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
an  accountant.  In  1883,  he  and  his  family  became  per¬ 
manent  residents  of  Staten  Island.  Mr.  Hoffman  died 
February  13,  1894,  and  was  buried  in  Silver  Mount 
Cemetery.  Mrs.  Detjens’  mother  was  born  in  Berlin, 
Germany,  in  1856,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1880. 
She  died  in  1924  at  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  and,  like 
her  husband  was  buried  in  Silver  Mount  Cemetery. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman  were  the  parents  of  three 
daughters:  Mrs.  Detjens;  Gertrude,  now  Mrs.  Gustav 
Glaser,  of  Grymes  Hill;  and  Hedwig,  who  married 
Paul  Martens,  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey.  Mrs.  Det¬ 
jens  is  well  known  in  various  interests,  but  home  life 
at  No.  107  Marian  Avenue  is  the  center  of  her 
thoughts,  where  the  Detjens  are  surrounded  by 
numerous  friends. 


REV.  THOMAS  J.  HEAFY— A  quotation  from 
the  record  of  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
Parish  tells  us  of  its  foundation:  “Five  score  scat¬ 
tered  Catholic  families  petitioned  the  Cardinal  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  New  York  to  establish  a  parish  with  a 
resident  priest  in  West  New  Brighton.  Like  the 
Israelites  of  old  they  longed  to  have  God  in  their 
midst,  begging  for  the  privilege  of  daily  Mass  and 
the  presence  of  Jesus  in  the  Blessed  Sacrament. 
Under  the  title  of  St.  Rose  of  Lima,  the  first  saint 
of  the  continent  of  America,  the  parish  was  founded 
July,  1875,  and  Holy  Mass  read  on  the  feast  of  St. 
James  by  Rev.  William  C.  Poole,  the  appointed 
pastor.  Through  the  inspiration  and  energies  of 
Father  Poole,  despite  the  smallness  and  poverty  of 
the  infant  congregation,  a  substantial  brick  church 
and  school  were  built  the  same  year.  The  incident 
of  the  Catholic  woman  who  by  her  uncommon  frugal¬ 
ity  managed  to  save  a  sum  of  money  to  put  a  roof 
on  her  house  and  instead  turned  over  the  whole 
amount  to  the  Church  Building  Fund  is  recited  to 
show  the  early  spirit  of  faith  and  willingness  to  make 
sacrifices  that  obtained  among  the  Catholic  men  and 
women  of  those  days.  For  what  will  ardent  faith 
not  attempt,  what  sacrifices  withhold,  what  labors 
grudge,  to  build  the  tabernacle  denied  to  Peter  on  the 
Mount  of  Transfiguration?  Poverty  when  yoked 
with  lively  faith  never  suffered  defeat  by  a  seemingly 
insurmountable  barrier.  The  early  struggles  and 
difficulties  of  the  church  in  .this  country  to  erect  her 
institutions  of  worship  and  education  and  charity, 
bears  glowing  testimony  to  this  fact.  With  the  grad- 
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ual  growth  of  the  congregation,  a  larger  church  and 
a  more  commodious  school  became  imperative.  In 
1900  the  present  edifice  was  built  and  dedicated  under 
the  title  of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus.  At  the  same 
time  plans  for  a  new  school  building  were  accepted 
and  approved.  It  was  most  apt  that  in  the  holy  year 
of  1900  the  broad  foundations  of  the  present  fine 
superstructure  were  laid  and  the  new  church  dedicated 
to  the  Sacred  Heart.  With  the  initiation  of  a  new 
century  another  title  seals  another  stage  of  spiritual 
progress,  and  as  a  sequence  or  monument  to  the 
early  faith,  spirit,  and  sacrifice  of  priest  and  people, 
the  church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton  stands  silent  and  tensely  eloquent.” 

Another  section  devoted  to  the  new  administration 
reads:  “As  Scripture  hath  it,  ‘one  generation  passeth 
and  another  generation  cometh,’  and  so  in  the  life 
of  the  church  under  the  designs  of  God,  a  worthy 
pastor  succeeds  the  demise  of  another.  The  Rev. 
Thomas  J.  Heafy  was  officially  appointed  in  May, 
1915.  His,  the  work  to  further  develop  and  complete 
the  splendid  initiations  of  the  late  lamented  rector. 
Recognizing  that  the  necessary  bifocal  work  of  any 
parish  is  seated  in  the  education  of  its  children  on 
the  one  hand;  the  ministration  of  the  church  towards 
its  members  on  the  other,  he  built  the  present  modern, 
fully  equipped  school,  which  continued  that  heavenly 
work  already  established  under  the  efficient  control 
of  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  Universally  broadcast 
within  the  horizon  of  the  Arch-diocese  are  the  remark¬ 
able  achievements  of  these  good  sisters  in  the  ave¬ 
nues  of  charity,  education,  and  special  works.  To 
every  true  pastor  the  life,  happiness,  and  interest  of 
the  child  are  especially  dear.  Hence  Father  Heafy 
made  an  ideal  provision  in  apportioning  a  most  suit¬ 
able  and  extensive  playground  contiguous  to  the 
school  grounds  for  the  young.  He  recognized  the 
splendid  international  work  effected  by  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  for  the  church  and  the  union.  Forth¬ 
with  he  encouraged  the  foundation  of  a  new  council 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Intensely  active,  in 
every  sense  supervisor,  the  suitable  renovation  and 
ornamentation  of  the  church  claimed  his  attention. 
Anticipating  the  eventuation  of  the  jubilee,  he  placed 
this  new  propostion  before  the  people.  Immediate  and 
generous  was  their  willing  and  ready  response.  What 
wonder  then  is  it,  that  there  exist  cohesion,  unity, 
loyalty,  live  faith,  and  a  justifiable  spirit  of  pride 
among  the  members  of  the  West  Brighton  Parish 
in  the  work  of  the  church  supporting  every  move  of 
the  priests  for  the  common  weal. 

Father  Heafy  by  his  activities,  his  kindness  and 
his  work  has  endeared  himself  to  all. 

In  all  successful  works,  capable  leaders  require 
able  coadjutors.  Local  parochial  developments  under 
the  late  Rev.  William  C.  Poole  and  the  present 
pastor,  Father  Heafy,  were  considerably  aided  by 
the  practical  suggestions  and  energies  of  devoted 
assistant  priests,  since  the  founding  of  the  parish  in 

1875. 

Let  us  rejoice  on  this  day  of  gala  celebration  with 
the  supreme  Shepherd  of  our  diocese,  His  Eminence 
Cardinal  Hayes,  who  graces  our  midst,  and  Mon¬ 
signor  Chidwick,  by  whose  eager  words,  we  recall 
fifty  spent  years,  and  prelates  and  priests  and  peo¬ 
ple  gaze  in  the  golden  perspective:  Ad  Multos  et 
Fecundos  et  Felicissimos  Annos. 

The  above  mentioned  Father  Thomas  J.  Heafy, 
pastor  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  the  Sacred 
Heart  at  West  New  Brighton,  has  been  located  here 
since  May,  1915;  he  is  one  of  the  most  loved  men 
on  Staten  Island.  During  his  twelve  years  residence 
here,  he  has  greatly  enlarged  the  material  possessions 


of  the  parish  and  has  stimulated  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  church  to  a  high  degree.  He  has  erected  new 
buildings,  enlarged  old  ones,  refurnished  and  re¬ 
decorated,  cleared  and  beautified  already  owned 
ground  and  purchased  more  grounds  until  at  the 
present  time  the  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  is  a 
structure  of  beauty  and  grace,  inside  and  outside.  He 
has  won  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  general, 
as  well  as  of  the  communicants  of  his  parish. 

Rev.  Thomas  J.  Heafy  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  but  was  taken  to  Yonkers,  New  York,  by  his 
parents  when  he  was  one  year  of  age.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  preparatory  education  he  became  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  Manhattan  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1886,  receiving  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  later  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts.  He  then  began  his  theological  studies  in  St. 
Joseph’s  Seminary,  at  Troy,  New  York,  where  he 
was  ordained  in  May,  1891.  After  his  ordination  he 
took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  Catholic  Univer¬ 
sity,  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  where 
he  received  his  S.  T.  B.  and  S.  T.  L.  degrees  and  then 
was  appointed  as  acting  pastor  at  Tuckahoe,  New  York. 
His  next  appointment  was  to  the  position  of  assistant 
at  the  Parish  of  St.  Bernard,  on  West  Fourteenth 
Street,  New  York  City,  and  from  there  was  assigned 
to  the  church  of  St.  Martin  of  Tours,  in  the  Bronx. 
After  having  secured  the  necessary  experience  by 
serving  as  assistant  in  the  above  connections  he  was 
appointed  pastor  at  Croton  and  at  Harmon-on-the- 
Hudson,  and  finally,  in  May,  1915.  came  to  the 
Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  at  West  New  Brighton, 
as  pastor.  Here  he  has  since  been  rendering  a  serv¬ 
ice  of  lasting  value.  He  has  materially  enlarged  the 
property  of  the  church,  and  has  greatly  enhanced 
the  value  of  that  which  was  already  owned  by  the 
parish  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  pastor.  He 
has  also  greatly  developed  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
church.  He  purchased  the  northeast  corner  of  Castle- 
ton  and  Burgher  avenues,  now  used  as  playgrounds 
for  the  young  folks  of  all  races  and  creeds,  a  modern 
playground  equipped  with  swings,  slides,  a  complete 
baseball  field,  and  other  recreational  devices.  He  is 
rector  of  the  new  parochial  school,  which  is  an 
architectural  ornament  to  the  community  and  which 
now,  1930,  has  an  enrollment  of  more  than  eight 
hundred  pupils,  who  are  taken  care  of  by  seventeen 
teachers,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sisters  of 
Charity.  The  children  receive  instruction  in  all  the 
branches  included  in  the  program  of  the  New  York 
Regents,  and  the  teaching  staff  is  of  the  best.  The 
rectory  has  been  considerably  enlarged  since  Father 
Heafy  took  charge,  and  the  convent  has  been  much 
improved  and  thoroughly  renovated.  The  church 
edifice  has  been  re-decorated  and  is  now  a  most  beau¬ 
tiful  house  of  worship.  All  the  debt  which  was  still 
encumbering  the  convent  ground  when  Father  Heafy 
came  to  the  parish  has  been  liquidated,  and  the 
entire  debt  covering  all  improvements,  purchases  and 
additions,  has  been  reduced  to  about  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

Father  Heafy  is  an  influential  factor  in  the  local 
council  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  is  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  West  Brighton  Council,  and  is  an 
earnest  and  much  appreciated  leader  of  the  various 
other  church  societies,  which  include  the  Holy  Name 
Society,  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Mary,  the  Altar  Boys,  the  Rosary  Altar 
Society,  the  St.  Aloysius  Society,  Sacred  Heart 
Choir,  Court  St.  Cecilia,  St.  Monica’s  Guild,  the 
Dramatic  Society,  and  the  Catholic  Daughters  of 
America. 
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The  assistant  pastors  of  the  Church  of  the  Sacred 
Heart  are  Revs.  Henry  C.  Breen,  Joseph  H.  Mad¬ 
den,  and  William  A.  Finneran;  and  the  trustees  are: 
James  F.  Campbell,  and  John  H.  Madden.  Father 
Heafy  is  active  in  various  local  organization  of  the 
locality.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
West  Brighton  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Staten 
Island  Kiwanis  Club.  Of  the  latter,  he  is  a  past 
member  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  now  has  the 
honor  of  serving  as  a  trustee,  having  been  elected 
to  that  office  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members, 
August  18,  1927. 

Father  Heafy  has  won  in  a  very  high  degree  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
associated,  both  within  his  own  parish  and  among 
his  fellow-citizens  in  general,  and  he  has,  by  the 
whole  heartedness  of  his  service  and  the  peculiarly 
fine  and  attractive  character  of  his  contact  with  his 
fellows  won  also  the  affection  of  those  with  whom 
he  has  been  associated.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he 
is  one  of  the  most  widely  beloved  men  on  the  island, 
and  this  feeling  has  grown  as  the  result  of  the  serv¬ 
ice  which  he  has  rendered,  and  the  acceptable  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  has  tendered  that  service.  The 
Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  and  the  Rectory  are 
located  at  North  Burgher  and  Castleton  avenues, 
West  New  Brighton  where  on  various  adjoining 
plots  are  their  other  buildings. 


THEODORE  WALSER  JANEWAY  — The 

Janeway  and  Walser  families,  from  which  Theodore 
W.  Janeway  descended,  are  not  only  among  those 
long  represented  here,  but  are  included  in  the  group 
of  those  concerned  with  the  vital  interests  of  Staten 
Island. 

Mr.  Janeway  was  born  in  St.  Mark’s  Place,  New 
Brighton,  December  9,  1888.  He  is  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  L.  and  Mary  (Walser)  Janeway,  the 
former  a  retired  Presbyterian  minister.  His  mater¬ 
nal  grandfather,  Dr.  Theodore  Walser,  was  the  first 
health  officer  for  the  Port  of  New  York.  The  origi¬ 
nal  forebear  of  the  Janeway  family,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  England,  brought  with  him  the  charter 
for  Trinity  Church,  that  famous  edifice  on  Broadway, 
at  the  head  of  Wall  Street,  in  New  York  City.  The 
early  education  of  Mr.  Janeway  was  obtained  in  the 
Staten  Island  Academy,  after  which  he  took  a  course 
in  the  old  Westerleigh  Collegiate  Institute  on  Staten 
Island.  He  then  entered  Princeton  University,  gradu¬ 
ating  in  1910  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 
After  his  graduation,  Mr.  Janeway  was  engaged  in 
the  wallpaper  business  for  about  five  years  with 
Janeway  &  Company,  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  the  oldest  concern  in  that  line  of  business  in  the 
United  States.  When  the  firm  went  out  of  business, 
in  1915,  Mr.  Janeway  took  a  position  with  the  United 
States  Rubber  Company.  At  the  end  of  two  years 
with  this  concern  he  became  associated  with  W.  S. 
Van  Clief  &  Sons,  Inc.,  one  of  the  pioneer  lumber 
dealers  on  Staten  Island  with  whom  he  remained  until 
1929.  In  this  latter  connection,  he  in  time,  was  made 
vice-president  of  the  firm.  He  is  now  associated  with 
Leeds  and  Tozzer  Company,  Inc.,  New  York,  engi¬ 
neers  and  machinery  brokers. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Janeway  was  com¬ 
missioned  as  captain  of  artillery  and  was  attached  to 
the  Corps  Headquarters  of  the  1st  Army  Artillery, 
American  Expeditionary  Forces.  He  saw  active  serv¬ 
ice  in  France  on  the  Meuse-Argonne  and  on  several 
other  fronts  where  the  American  troops  were  en¬ 
gaged.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  Country 


Club,  and  the  Princeton  Terrace  Club,  and  his  hob¬ 
bies  are  golf  and  yachting. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1917,  Mr.  Janeway 
married  Clare  Van  Clief,  daughter  of  William  S.  and 
Adelaide  (Carroll)  Van  Clief,  of  Staten  Island.  The 
Van  Cliefs  are  of  pioneer  Dutch  stock  and  were  the 
founders  here  of  the  lumber  firm  bearing  that  name. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Janeway  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Cornelia  C.,  Courtney,  and  Theodore  W.,  Jr. 

PETER  LA  FORGE  CANNON— The  Cannon 
family  of  Linoleumville  is  of  Dutch,  English  or 
Scotch  extraction,  though  the  family  name  itself  is 
spelled  in  the  same  manner  as  an  English  surname. 
It  may  have  been  changed  from  the  Dutch  spelling 
to  that  of  English  in  early  times.  The  first  record  that 
fits  such  a  description  on  Staten  Island  was  that  of 
Andros  Cannon  (the  name  Andros  being  Dutch), 
who,  in  the  year  1760,  was  the  owner  of  a  small  grant 
of  land  according  to  a  map  of  “Colonial  Grants  of 
Staten  Island.”  This  map,  authorized  by  an  act  of 
Legislature  passed  March  13,  1902,  was  drawn  up  by 
George  M.  Root,  former  surveyor  for  the  City  of 
New  York.  In  addition,  it  is  evident  from  other  his¬ 
torical  material  dating  back  to  the  eighteenth  century, 
that  there  were  two  brothers  named  Cannon,  who 
emigrated  to  America,  one  having  located  in  Man¬ 
hattan,  while  the  other  settled  on  Staten  Island. 

The  latter  was  undoubtedly  the  progenitor  of  the 
descendants  of  the  Cannons  mentioned  in  this  review. 
The  meadow  district  about  Linoleumville  was  the 
seat  of  many  of  the  early  families  then  inhabiting  the 
Island,  and  the  customary  occupations  of  the  times 
were  those  of  farming,  timbering,  and  oyster  fishing. 
Natural  oyster  beds  were  to  be  found  in  goodly 
numbers  along  the  Arthur  Kill,  and  surrounding 
waters,  and  this  being  one  of  the  chief  sources  of 
food,  a  large  trade  was  early  created.  Subsequently, 
as  the  beds  diminished,  those  engaged  in  the  oc¬ 
cupation  built  oyster  lay  boats  and  sailed  down  the 
river  and  out  into  the  lower  bay  to  fresher  and  more 
abundant  fields  of  oyster  growth.  Along  with  their 
farming,  these  men  and  their  families,  through  the 
succeeding  generations,  carried  on  this  traffic  until 
more  recent  years.  The  Cannon  family  were  well 
known  among  those  engaged  in  this  pursuit. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Peter  L.  Cannon,  our 
subject,  was  Andrew  Cannon.  He  may  have  been 
the  Andros  Cannon  previously  mentioned  as  of  date 
1760.  Another  Andrew  Cannon  was  the  grandfather  of 
our  present  Mr.  Cannon,  and  he  was  an  oyster  fisher¬ 
man  and  a  farmer.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Wright  of 
an  old  family  of  the  North  Shore.  He  and  his  wife 
lived  on  the  original  Cannon  farm  in  Linoleumville, 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children. 

The  parents  of  Peter  L.  Cannon  were  David  and 
Rachel  (La  Forge)  Cannon.  David  Cannon  inherited 
land  and  oyster  interests  from  his  father,  but  was  un¬ 
able  to  give  attention  to  such  work  because  of  ill 
health.  On  Cannon  Lane,  which  runs  from  the  Boule¬ 
vard  to  the  Arthur  Kill,  he  built  a  home,  where  his 
seven  children  were  born.  They  are:  1.  Andrew,  the 
eldest,  who  followed  the  oyster  fishing  at  Linoleum¬ 
ville.  He  married  and  died  without  issue.  2.  Peter 
L.,  mentioned  more  fully  in  this  review.  3.  Margaret, 
married  Thomas  Penn,  a  native  of  England,  who  later 
became  a  resident  of  Linoleumville.  They  had  seven 
children.  Mrs.  Penn  is  now  living  at  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-eight.  4.  Azora,  married  Martin 
Haughwout  of  Old  Place,  Staten  Island,  and  to  them 
was  born  one  child.  5.  David,  who  for  some  years 
was  with  the  Linoleum  Company,  later  did  farming, 
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but  is  at  present  successfully  engaged  in  real  estate 
operations.  He  is  unmarried.  6.  Henry  M.  was  also 
engaged  in  farming  and  later  worked  at  the  Linoleum 
plant.  He  married  and  went  to  Bayonne,  New  Jersey, 
to  live.  They  had  two  children.  7.  George,  died  at  a 
very  early  age. 

The  birth  of  Peter  La  Forge  Cannon  occurred  June 
1 2,  1849,  in  the  old  Cannon  homestead  on  Cannon 
Lane,  now  called  Cannon  Avenue.  He  received  his 
schooling  in  his  native  district  up  to  the  age  of  twelve 
and  was  aided  in  no  small  measure  by  his  mother,  a 
finely  bred  and  accomplished  woman,  who,  beside 
helping  in  the  education  of  her  son,  gave  generously 
of  her  talents  so  that  her  other  children  might  profit 
by  her  instruction.  Her  children  were  of  considerable 
assistance  to  her  because  of  the  elder  Cannon’s  death, 
which  came  at  an  early  age  in  1864.  Thereafter  young 
Peter  L.  Cannon,  his  elder  brother,  Andrew,  and  the 
other  children,  as  they  grew  up,  were  able  to  main¬ 
tain  the  family  home.  For  a  period  of  time  Peter 
and  Andrew  were  principally  engaged  in  oyster  fish¬ 
ing  along  the  Arthur  Kill,  but  with  the  gradual  de¬ 
crease  of  the  oyster  beds  in  this  region,  they  pur¬ 
chased  oyster  seeds  from  Virginia  and  other  places. 
These  seeds  were  planted  in  the  lower  bay,  where 
the  industry  was  continued. 

On  or  about  1895  Peter  L.  Cannon  retired  from 
the  more  active  affairs  of  oyster  fishing  and  farming, 
thus  turning  his  attention  to  the  management ,  of  his 
property,  besides  assisting  his  son  in  the  latter’s  gen¬ 
eral  store  in  Linoleumville.  In  this  same  place  he  is 
to  be  seen  at  the  present  time,  alert  in  mind  and 
wiry  in  frame  for  a  man  of  eighty-one  years.  He  has 
always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  community  affairs 
about  Linoleumville,  but  in  an  entirely  unassuming 
way.  In  political  leaning  he  is  an  Independent,  and 
in  his  religious  affiliations  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Linoleumville.  His 
home,  at  No.  4000  Victory  Boulevard,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  residences  in  the  town. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  married  Alida  Decker, 
daughter  of  Elias  and  Louise  (Decker)  Decker,  of 
old  Staten  Island  stock.  To  this  union  was  born  one 
son:  Clarence  W.,  who,  since  he  was  seventeen  years 
of  age,  has  been  a  merchant  in  Linoleumville.  Clar¬ 
ence  W.  Cannon  married  Norma  Shotwell,  of  Bloom¬ 
field,  Staten  Island.  The  younger  Cannons  have  one 
daughter  named  Doris,  born  December  22,  I9lc- 


THE  CANNON  FAMILY— The  Cannons,  of 
which  Peter  L.  Cannon,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work,  and  his  brother,  Charles  D.  B.  Cannon,  are 
representatives,  appear  to  have  been  one  of  our  earli- 
est  pioneer  families,  according  to  a  more  recent  re¬ 
search  since  the  first  Cannon  article  was  prepared. 
It  is  said  that  they  were  of  French  origin,  though 
of  the  four  or  five  separate  Cannon  families  living  on 
Staten  Island,  at  least  two  are  avowedly  descended 
from  forebears  of  Irish  extraction.  Both  the  Irish 
and  the  French,  however,  are  Gaelic  races  and  much 
more  akin,  fundamentally,  than  the  English  and  Irish, 
even  though  the  latter  two  speak  the  same  language. 
Thus  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  so-called  Irish  Can¬ 
nons  (or  Canns)  are  descended  from  French  progeni¬ 
tors  who  settled  in  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  Norman 
Conquest  or  shortly  thereafter.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  certain  that  the  present  Canns  are.  not  immedi¬ 
ately  related  to  the  first  Cannons  to  settle  on  Staten 
Island  about  two  and  one-half  centuries  ago.  Further, 
we  find  that  records  on  file  in  the  French  Church  in 


Manhattan  also  bear  proof  of  the  French  Huguenot 
descent  of  the  family  of  Cannon. 

The  first  to  come  to  Staten  Island,  undoubtedly 
from  France,  was  one  Andrew  Cannon,  who  appeared 
as  a  plaintiff  in  local  records  in  1680,  this  date  mark¬ 
ing  the  very  first  known  association  of  the  family  with 
our  Island.  Other  records  show  his  land  grants  in 
1686,  his  appointment  as  Captain  of  the  Militia  in 
1693,  his  signing  of  a  freeholder’s  petition  in  1701,  and 
his  age  given  as  fifty-five  years  in  1706.  His  will, 
probated  in  1711,  names  his  wife,  Anna  Puppyn,  and 
his  sons,  Abraham,  Andrew  and  John.  Another  early 
member  of  the  family  was  Abraham,  who  was  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  1693  and  was  the  possessor  of  a  land 
grant  in  1698.  His  age  in  1706  was  recorded  as 
thirty-eight  years.  Numerous  place  names  through¬ 
out  the  Island  commemorate  the  family,  such  as  Can¬ 
non’s  Creek  and  Cannon  Avenue,  in  the  Chelsea 
district. 

In  a  recent  interview  with  a  representative  of  “The 
Staten  Island  Advance,”  reportorial  staff,  Charles  D. 
B.  Cannon,  mentioned  previously  in  this  review,  stated 
that  his  parents  were  David  and  Rachel  (La  Forge) 
Cannon,  his  grandparents  were  Andrew  and  Mary 
(Wright)  Cannon,  his  great-grandparents  were  David 
and  Mary  (Carlisle)  Cannon  and  his  great-great¬ 
grandfather  was  Andrew  Cannon.  As  one  will  note, 
these  foregoing  Cannons  married  with  families  also 
included  among  the  pioneers  of  the  Island.  It  is 
evident  that  the  last  mentioned  Andrew  Cannon  was 
the  son  of  the  Andrew  of  1680,  because  of  the  sparsity 
of  settlers  bearing  similar  names  in  those  early  times. 

Charles  D.  B.  Cannon  was  born  in  Linoleumville 
(recently  changed  to  Travis)  and  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  day.  He  then  took  up  the 
occupation  of  farming,  thus  engaging  in  a  pursuit  that 
for  long  years  had  furnished  a  means  of  livelihood 
for  various  members  of  his  family.  As  time  passed 
he  became  the  owner  of  considerable  property  in  the 
Chelsea  section  and  was  appreciably  successful  as  a 
farmer.  At  a  later  date,  however,  when  farming  had 
suffered  a  general  depression  he  entered  the  real  estate 
business,  where  he  is  engaged  at  the  present  time. 


APPLETON  L.  CLARK — Recognized  through¬ 
out  Staten  Island,  as  an  eminent  attorney  and  a  citi¬ 
zen  imbued  with  a  deep  sense  of  civic  obligation,  the 
late  Appleton  L.  Clark  justly  deserved  to  be  numbered 
among  our  foremost  citizens.  A  member  of  the  legal 
profession  for  more  than  forty  years,  he  was  the 
holder  of  numerous  important  positions,  his  career 
being  one  of  distinctive  accomplishment. 

The  branch  of  the  Clark  family  of  which  he  was 
a  member  was  represented  in  America  the  first  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  In  later  times  we  come 
upon  Mr.  Clark’s  parents,  Thomas  Russell  and  Marie 
E.  (Le  Sure)  Clark,  natives  of  New  York  City  and 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  respectively. 

The  birth  of  Appleton  L.  Clark  occurred  August 
28,  1865  at  Ravenswood,  Long  Island.  His  early 
scholastic  training  was  acquired  in  the  old  New  York 
Latin  School  in  Manhattan,  following  which  he 
entered  Columbia  University'.  After  being  graduated 
from  this  institution  in  1886,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  he  took  a  course  of  study  in  the 
University’s  Law  School,  receiving  his  Bachelor  of 
laws  degree  in  1888.  In  the  latter  year  he  entered 
into  the  general  practice  of  his  profession  in  Man¬ 
hattan,  becoming  identified  with  the  firm  of  Clark 
and  Sedgwick,  and  later  acting  as  senior  partner  of 
Clark  and  Veeder,  at  No.  79  Wall  Street. 
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In  recognition  of  the  aptitude  Mr.  Clark  had  dis¬ 
played  as  an  attorney,  he  was  appointed  in  January, 
1904,  by  Mayor  Seth  Low  to  the  Bench  of  the  Court 
of  Special  Sessions,  city  of  New  York.  The  appoint¬ 
ment,  however,  was  declared  irregular  by  the  new 
mayor,  G.  B.  McClellan,  because  of  a  difference 
between  the  city  charter  and  the  State  Constitution. 
Mayor  Low’s  designation  of  Mr.  Clark  for  the  post 
in  question  was  effected  officially  on  the  morning  of 
January  1,  on  which  day  at  12  o’clock  noon,  his 
tenure  of  office  expired,  according  to  the  city  charter. 
However,  as  written  in  the  constitution  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  the  mayor’s  term  expired  at  midnight 
on  December  31,  thus  tending  to  nullify  any  designa¬ 
tion  to  office  that  might  take  place.  Although  a 
precedent  in  a  similar  case  had  been  set,  the  appoint¬ 
ment  was  subsequently  held  invalid  by  decision  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals. 

Mr.  Clark  continued  his  legal  practice,  devoting 
also  a  large  portion  of  his  time  to  the  pursuit  of  his 
calling  on  Staten  Island.  Not  only  was  he  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  prominent  and  influential  attorney  here, 
but  his  firm  support  of  matters  both  of  legal  and 
civic  consequence  was  long  and  sustaining.  In  1925 
he  was  appointed  special  master  in  the  rate  litigation 
suit  of  the  New  York  and  Richmond  Gas  Com¬ 
pany.  Mr.  Clark’s  report,  confirming  the  contention 
of  the  company  that  the  Staten  Island  law  fixing  the 
price  of  gas  at  one  dollar  a  thousand  cubic  feet  was 
unconstitutional  because  confiscatory,  was  widely  dis¬ 
cussed.  His  decision  in  the  report  was  upheld  by 
the  Special  Statutory  Court.  During  late  years  and 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  maintained  an  office 
at  17  John  Street,  New  York,  which  served  as  his 
headquarters  for  a  substantial  clientele. 

In  the  past  two  years  Mr.  Clark  needing  rest 
voyaged  to  Germany  where  he  spent  several  weeks 
and  where  he  took  curative  baths,  from  which  he 
obtained  much  benefit.  In  May,  1930  he  and  his 
wife  again  closed  their  home  at  326  Westervelt  Ave¬ 
nue,  New  Brighton,  and  went  abroad.  They  arrived 
in  Bad  Nauheim,  May  28,  and  it  was  there  that 
Mr.  Clark’s  sudden  passing  took  place  on  June  9. 
Funeral  services  were  held  from  St.  James’  Church, 
Hyde  Park,  New  York,  and  interment  was  in  the 
beautiful  little  churchyard  there.  On  the  same  day 
a  memorial  service  was  held  at  Christ  Church,  New 
Brighton. 

Mr.  Clark’s  loss  is  deeply  felt  in  judicial  and  legal 
circles  throughout  the  metropolitan  district,  where 
his  activity  embraced  not  only  a  deep  and  learned 
understanding  of  law  but  an  association  and  acquain¬ 
tanceship  bred  of  kindly  and  dignified  deportment. 
The  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  on  Staten  Island 
was  emphatically  expressed  by  Francis  F.  Leman, 
president  of  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Association, 
who  upon  hearing  of  Mr.  Clark’s  death  said:  “We 
have  lost  a  real  lawyer  and  a  true  friend.” 

Prior  to  his  demise,  Appleton  L.  Clark  held  the 
post  of  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  character 
and  fitness  of  candidates  for  admission  to  the  bar  in 
the  Appellate  Division,  Second  Department.  From 
the  time  he  came  to  Staten  Island  to  reside,  in  De¬ 
cember,  1895,  his  participation  in  local  legal  affairs 
was,  in  a  larger  sense,  comprehensive  and  sustained. 
He  was  cne  of  the  founders  and  a  director  of  the 
Richmond  County  Bar  Association.  In  addition  to 
holding  a  charter  membership  he  served  as  vice- 
president  from  1909  to  1915 ;  treasurer,  from  1918  to 
1919,  and  acted  as  chairman  of  many  sub-committees 
during  his  long  affiliation.  He  was  also  an  active 
member  of  the  American  Bar  Association;  the  Bar 
Association  of  New  York  City;  the  St.  Nicholas 


Historical  Society  of  which  he  was  a  life  member; 
Delta  Psi,  national  intercollegiate  fraternity,  and 
the  Columbia  University  Club. 

By  political  persuasion  Mr.  Clark  was  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  and  was  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  Republican  County  Club  of  Richmond  County. 
Having  been  active  in  civic  and  religious  matters, 
particularly  on  Staten  Island,  he  was  a  director  of 
the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences; 
member  of  Richmond  County  Society  for  the  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Cruelty  to  Children;  member  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Diocesan  Missionary  and  Church 
Extension  Society  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church;  Vestryman  of  Christ  Church,  New  Brigh¬ 
ton  and  secretary  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Richmond. 

Appleton  L.  Clark  married  December  4,  1895,  at 
Christ  Church,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  Grace 
Walton  Roosevelt,  daughter  of  John  Aspinwall  and 
Ellen  Murray  (Crosby)  Roosevelt.  Mrs.  Clark  is 
of  the  eighth  generation  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
of  early  families  in  New  York;  is  a  first  cousin  of 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  Governor  of  New  York 
State,  and  was  related  to  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  Theodore  Roosevelt 

(The  Roosevelt  Family) 

The  progenitor  of  the  family  of  which  Mrs.  Clark 
is  a  representative  was  Claes  Martenszen  Van  Rosen- 
velt,  who  came  to  New  Netherland  (now  New  York) 
about  1649,  at  the  time  when  England  and  Holland 
were  waging  war  not  only  over  European  possessions 
but  New  Netherlands  itself.  He  brought  with  him  his 
wife,  Jannetje  Samuel,  and  they  settled  here  and  be¬ 
came  members  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  New 
York,  where  their  descendants  have  attended  worship 
for  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  They 
had  the  following  children:  Christiaen,  Elsje,  Anna 
Margariet,  Christina,  Nicholaes,  and  Anna. 

Of  these,  Nicholaes  was  born  in  September,  1658, 
but  removed  to  Esopus  (now  Kingston,  Dutchess 
County,  New  York,)  previous  to  1680.  He  married, 
on  December  9,  1682,  Heyltje  Jans  Kunst,  born 
February  24,  1664,  a  daughter  of  Jan  Barentsen 
Kunst  and  his  wife.  In  1690  Nicholaes  Roosevelt 
returned  to  New  York  with  his  family  and  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  “bolter.”  He  was  alderman  for 
the  West  Ward  in  1715,  and  died  in  New  York, 
July  30,  1742.  His  children  were  ten  in  number, 
including  Jacobus. 

Jacobus  Roosevelt,  of  the  third  generation,  was 
baptized  in  February,  1682,  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  of  New  York.  He  married  at  this  place 
of  worship  on  January  26,  1713,  Catharina  Harden- 
broek,  daughter  of  Johannes  Hardenbroek.  Jacobus 
Roosevelt  laid  the  first  stone  of  the  Reformed  Prot¬ 
estant  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  on  July  7,  1767, 
and  acted  as  senior  elder  in  the  church.  He  bought 
land  called  “The  Beekman  Swamp,”  embracing  blocks 
now  lying  between  Nassau,  Pearl,  and  Fulton  streets 
in  Lower  Manhattan.  His  will  mentions  sons,  Isaac, 
Adolphus,  Nicholas,  and  Peter,  and  several  grand¬ 
children. 

Isaac  Roosevelt,  of  the  fourth  generation,  was 
baptized  December  18,  1726,  and  married  September 
22,  1752,  Cornelia  Hoffman,  daughter  of  Colonel 
Martinus  and  Tryntie  Hoffman.  He  followed  the 
business  of  sugar  refining,  was  one  of  the  first  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  en¬ 
listed  as  a  private  in  the  6th  Regiment,  Dutchess 
County  Militia,  was  a  Whig  by  political  persuasion, 
and  represented  the  city  of  New  York,  both  in  the 
convention  at  Ulster  County,  New  York,  to  form  a 
constitution  for  the  State,  and  in  the  New  York 
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Convention  at  Poughkeepsie  to  deliberate  on  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  In 
later  years  he  engaged  in  business  with  his  son,  the 
firm  name  becoming  that  of  Isaac  Roosevelt  and 
S°n.  His  death  occurred  in  October,  1794,  aged 
sixty-eight;  his  wife  died  November  13,  1789.  Their 
children  were  ten  in  number,  of  whom  James  was  the 
fifth. 

James  Roosevelt,  fifth  generation,  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  January  10,  1760.  He  was  a  merchant 
by  calling,  in  business  at  Pearl  Street,  near  Peck 
Slip,  before  1800,  and  in  later  years  helped  to  con¬ 
duct  the  business  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  J.  and 
H.  Roosevelt.  He  married  (first)  on  November  13, 
1786,  in  New  York,  Maria  Eliza  Walton.  They  had 
twelve  children,  one  of  whom  was  Isaac. 

Isaac  Roosevelt,  sixth  generation,  and  son  of  James 
and  Maria  Eliza  (Walton)  Roosevelt,  was  born  April 
21,  1790;  he  married  on  April  26,  1827,  Mary  Rebecca 
Aspinwall,  and  they  resided  at  Hyde  Park,  Dutchess 
County,  Ned  York.  Isaac  died  at  Hyde  Park, 
October  23,  1863;  while  his  wife  survived  until 
February  24,  1886.  They  were  the  parents  of  John 
Aspinwall  Roosevelt. 

John  A.  Roosevelt,  seventh  generation,  and  son  of 
Isaac  and  Mary  Rebecca  (Aspinwall)  Roosevelt,  was 
born  July  27,  1840,  at  Hyde  Park,  he  married  on 
June  6,  1866,  Ellen  Murray  Crosby.  She  was  born 
October  13,  1837,  a  daughter  of  William  H.  Crosby, 
born  June  28,  1808,  and  Josepha  M.  Neilson.  Within 
the  Crosby  line  of  descent  in  America,  is  found  the 
name  of  William  Floyd,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  It  is  of  interest  that  during  this 
period  or  about  1874,  the  grandfather  of  Colonel 
Theodore  Roosevelt  1st.,  purchased  farm  lands  on 
Staten  Island  at  Signs  Road  and  Travis  Avenue,  New 
Springville,  which  he  intended  for  his  country  place, 
but  after  the  death  of  the  owner  of  the  property  was 
sold.  John  A.  Roosevelt  and  his  wife  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  daughters:  Grace  Walton  (Mrs.  Clark), 
and  Ellen  Crosby,  both  of  whom  were  born  at  Hyde 
Park. 

Returning  to  the  late  Appleton  L.  Clark,  he  and 
his  wife,  Grace  W.  (Roosevelt)  Clark  had  two  chil¬ 
dren.  They  were:  1.  Roosevelt  L.,  born  April  3,  1897, 
who  married  Jean  Antoinette  Knevals  on  June  15, 
1921.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Charles  S.  and  Antoin¬ 
ette  (Althause)  Knevals,  natives  of  New  York  City. 
Mr.  Clark,  who  passed  away  November  28,  1928,  is 
survived  by  his  widow  and  two  children:  Roosevelt 
L.,  Jr.,  born  February  7,  1925,  and  Jean  Ellen,  born 
July  26,  1928.  2.  Crosby  Russell,  born  March  23, 
1900,  at  New  Brighton,  married  on  June  28,  1924, 
Doris  Rosamond  Burn,  daughter  of  Walter  Scott  and 
Catherine  (Beamish)  Burn,  both  natives  of  Canada; 
to  this  union  a  son,  Crosby  Russell,  Jr.,  was  born 
June  2,  1925.  Mr.  Clark  is  associated  with  Charles 
S.  Trench  and  Company  of  New  York  City. 


THE  DONNELLY  and  REYNOLDS  FAMI¬ 
LIES — The  review  given  in  the  following  lines  refers 
to  two  families  who  had  lived  for  many  years  in 
Linoleumville,  and  especially  to  the  Donnellys  who 
are  numbered  among  the  well-known  residents  of  the 
district. 

Michael  Donnelly,  the  progenitor  of  his  family  in 
America,  is  a  native  of  Dublin,  Ireland.  After  limited 
schooling  there,  he  worked  during  boyhood  days  for 
his  father,  whose  business  was  the  purchase  of  horses 
in  the  home  country  and  selling  them  in  turn  to  the 
British  Government  for  army  service.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen,  however,  the  younger  Donnelly  went  to 
Birkenhead,  England,  where  he  remained  for  a  short 


time.  A  desire  to  go  to  sea  became  uppermost  in  his 
mind  and  consequently  he  left  for  Liverpool,  where 
he  began  a  fifteen-year  career  as  a  mariner. 

While  sailing,  his  various  trips  took  him  to  the 
Mediterranean  Sea,  about  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  to 
ports  at  great  distances,  and  for  a  considerable  period 
he  was  attached  to  the  Inman  line  of  steamers.  When 
but  nineteen  years  of  age  he  married  Mary  Stafford 
of  Kildare,  Ireland,  by  whom  he  had  six  children. 
But  with  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1884,  he  gave  up 
the  life  of  a  seaman  and  decided  to  come  to  the 
United  States.  He  arrived  first  in  Canada,  and  in 
that  country  found  work  on  a  farm  near  Montreal, 
and  after  earning  a  little  money  he  set  out  on  foot  for 
the  City  of  New  York.  While  enroute  through  the 
New  England  States  he  was  given  temporary  employ¬ 
ment  to  help  him  on  his  way,  and  the  first  lap  of  his 
journey  finished  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  Turn¬ 
ing  westward,  he  arrived  in  New  York  a  few  weeks 
later,  weary  of  body  but  determined  of  spirit. 

One  day  in  Jersey  City  he  chanced  to  meet  an  old 
shipmate  who  directed  him  to  a  factory  on  Staten 
Island  now  known  as  the  Linoleum  W^orks,  where 
he  found  employment.  The  young  widower  immedi¬ 
ately  began  to  plan  for  his  motherless  children  to 
join  him,  and  in  1895  his  efforts  were  rewarded.  John, 
the  eldest,  mentioned  later,  took  charge  of  the  other 
children  on  the  way  across  from  Ireland.  The  other 
children  were:  Peter,  who  died  in  Linoleumville, 
aged  thirty;  Frances,  who  married  Thomas  Crabb  of 
this  place;  William,  who  died  here,  thirty-seven  years 
of  age;  Thomas,  now  associated  on  Staten  Island 
with  the  New  York  Board  of  Health,  and  Alfred,  an¬ 
other  son,  who  died  in  infancy  about  the  time  of  his 
mother’s  death.  Several  years  after  his  arrival  here 
Michael  Donnelly  again  married,  his  second  wife  be¬ 
ing  Eliza  Bradley,  a  native  of  Ireland,  by  whom  five 
children  were  born:  Annie,  Michael,  Mary,  Elizabeth, 
and  Joseph. 

At  Linoleumville  Michael  Donnelly  continued  to 
reside  and  work,  and  for  some  forty  years,  until  his 
retirement  in  1925,  he  was  one  of  the  faithful  em¬ 
ployees  of  his  original  employers.  He  has  lived  a 
very  quiet  life  and  still  retains,  at  the  age  of  over 
eighty,  a  clear  recollection  of  the  events  of  his  earlier 
years  before  his  arrival  in  this  country  and  during  his 
long  residence  in  Linoleumville. 

His  son,  John,  was  born  July  12,  1871,  in  Birken¬ 
head,  and  was  educated  there  in  a  parochial  school. 
As  a  young  lad,  at  the  time  of  the  British- Egyptian 
War,  he  toiled  as  a  heater  boy  at  Laird’s  Shipyards 
in  Liverpool,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  guided  his 
young  sister  and  brothers  to  the  United  States,  as 
previously  mentioned.  For  a  period  of  forty-five  years 
he  worked  in  different  departments  of  the  Linoleum 
factory  and,  in  recent  years,  held  the  position  of  en¬ 
gineer.  During  his  young  manhood  he  attended  night 
school,-  and  this  learning,  coupled  with  private  study 
and  reading,  enabled  him,  in  1923,  to  accept  a  position 
as  law  clerk  in  the  offices  of  his  late  son,  John,  then 
an  attorney  in  New  York.  He  still  continues  this 
calling  in  the  same  office,  but  with  another  son,  who 
is  also  a  member  of  the  bar,  whose  offices  are  at  No. 
160  Broadway,  New  York.  He  has  always  taken  a 
keen  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  community  and 
was  once  a  member  of  the  Republican  County  Com¬ 
mittee,  although  later  accepting  Democratic  ideals 
and  principles  as  his  political  guide.  The  Oceanic 
Volunteer  Fire  Company  of  Linoleumville  and  the 
local  court  of  Foresters  of  America  were  ably  as¬ 
sisted  by  his  early  membership. 

His  wife,  Regina  A.  Reynolds,  whom  he  married 
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July  29,  1895,  in  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church 
at  Port  Richmond,  is  one  of  the  present-day  women 
of  prominence  in  Staten  Island.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Bridig  (Tully)  Reynolds,  both  now  de¬ 
ceased.  John  Reynolds  came  to  this  country  in  1842, 
from  Langford,  Ireland,  with  his  widowed  mother  and 
her  seven  other  children.  He  became  at  first  a  coal 
and  feed  merchant  in  New  York.  His  wife,  Bridig 
Tully,  was  a  native  of  Cavan,  Ireland,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  five  children :  Mary  E.,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Margaret  L.,  who  resides  in  New  York  City, 
unmarried;  Josephine,  and  a  second,  Mary  E.,  both  of 
whom  died  unmarried;  and  Regina  A.,  who  is  Mrs. 
Donnelly.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Donnelly  both  died  in 
1882. 

Mrs.  John  Donnelly,  nee  Regina  A.  Reynolds,  was 
born  June  22,  1874,  in  New  York.  After  the  removal 
of  her  parents  to  Linoleumville,  she  finished  her 
school  years  in  the  local  public  school,  now  known 
as  No.  26.  Nearly  forty  years  ago  she  passed  through 
its  door  as  a  graduate,  but  has  since  reentered  it 
many  times  as  an  enthusiastic  alumnas.  For  the  past 
seventeen  years  she  has  served  as  president  of  the 
Mothers  Club  of  the  school  and  many  of  the  juvenile 
affairs  of  the  community  have  come  under  her  obser¬ 
vation.  She  is  a  mother,  herself,  of  six  children, 
which  has  helped  her,  not  only  to  understand  the 
theoretic  but  the.  practical  side  of  child  training. 
Aside  from  such  interests,  she  was  once  associated 
with  the  Civic  League,  and  during  the  World  War 
was  active  in  Red  Cross  and  other  war  work  issues. 
For  several  years  she  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  for 
the  past  ten  years  the  auditor  of  the  Woman’s  Auxil¬ 
iary  of  this  institution.  She  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
work  of  the  Community  Council  of  Greater  New 
York,  and  has  been  long  identified  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  County  Committee.  During  the  agitation  for 
Woman’s  Suffrage,  she  aided  greatly  in  its  cause.  In 
religious  affiliation  she  has  been  active  for  twenty- 
five  years  in  St.  Anthony’s  Roman  Catholic  parish 
in  Linoleumville. 

The  Donnelly  family  live  in  one  of  the  old  home¬ 
steads  of  the  town,  at  No.  17  Cannon  Avenue,  and 
here  the  six  Donnelly  children  were  born:  1.  John  R., 
died  in  1924  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Curtis  High  School,  after  which  he  was 
a  student  at  the  New  York  University  Law  School. 
He  married  Lillian  Nichols  of  New  York  City,  and 
they  had  two  children,  John  R.  and  William  N.  2. 
Thomas  W.,  also  graduated  from  Curtis  High  School 
and  New  York  University  Law  School.  He  married 
Catherine  O’Donnel  of  Dumont,  New  Jersey,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Eillen.  3.  Jeanette  M.,  after 
receiving  her  diploma  from  Curtis  High  School, 
took  a  further  course  of  study  at  the  Packard  Insti¬ 
tute  in  Brooklyn.  She  is  now  a  private  secretary.  4. 
Vincent  S.  attended  public  school  and  is  now  the 
owner  and  director  of  Snow’s  Express  between  Lin¬ 
oleumville  and  New  York.  5.  Herbert  J.,  after  grad¬ 
uating  from  Curtis  High  School,  is  now  with  the 
United  States  Army.  6.  Frances  M.,  an  alumnus  of 
Curtis  High  School,  is  a  student  of  the  Maxwell 
Training  School  for  Teachers  in  Brooklyn. 


DR.  EPHRAIM  CLARK,  DR.  JAMES  GUYON 
CLARK,  DR.  FREDERICK  E.  CLARK— Of  old 

New  England  stock,  whose  progenitor  came  to  this 
country  on  the  “Mayflower”  in  1620  and  located  at 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  the  Clark  family  was  also 
successively  identified  with  the  early  history  of  Long 
Island  and  New  Jersey  before  being  represented  on 


Staten  Island  nearly  a  century  and  a  quarter  ago. 
From  the  arrival  of  its  early  ancestor  in  America,  to 
the  present  day,  the  history  of  the  family  undoubtedly 
constitutes  an  important  chapter  in  American  bio¬ 
graphical  and  genealogical  records.  This  review  lat¬ 
terly  concerns  Major  Ephraim  Clark  and  Drs. 
Ephraim,  James  G.  and  Frederick  E.  Clark  of  the 
first  four  successive  generations  on  Staten  Island 
and  brings  the  Clark  family  line  herein  to  a  termina¬ 
tion  with  James  Guyon  Clark,  a  resident  of  Dongan 
Hills.  It  is  also  of  interest  to  note  that  all  three  of 
these  physicians  were  simultaneously  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  their  professions  for  a  period  of  about  ten 
years. 

The  family  of  Clark  (or  Clarke,  as  it  was  spelled 
until  about  1775,)  is  of  English  extraction,  being 
represented  in  early  times  in  Essex  County,  England. 
It  was  there  that  Richard  Clarke,  the  progenitor  in 
America,  was  born  and  reared  to  manhood.  A  ship¬ 
wright  and  builder  by  occupation,  he  joined  the  band 
of  hardy  Pilgrims  who  ventured  forth  from  England 
in  the  good  ship,  “Mayflower,”  intent  upon  establish¬ 
ing  homes  for  themselves  and  their  families  in  the 
New  World.  He  signed  the  famous  Mayflower  Com¬ 
pact  in  Cape  Cod  Harbor,  November  ix,  1620,  being 
the  thirty-sixth  to  affix  his  name  to  that  document. 
Unfortunately,  however  he  was  not  long  destined  to 
enjoy  life  in  Plymouth  Colony,  as  his  death  occurred 
in  December  of  1620,  during  that  first  winter  when 
so  many  of  these  earlier  settlers  were  taken  away  by 
hardship  and  sickness. 

In  the  meantime,  Richard  Clarke’s  wife  and  son, 
Richard  2d,  had  remained  in  England.  Richard 
Clarke,  2d,  however,  ultimately  voyaged  to  America, 
settled  on  Long  Island  and  it  is  mentioned  that  he 
was  the  recipient  of  a  grant  of  a  First  Lott  at 
Oyster  Pounds,  (according  to  a  Town  Meeting  held 
on  November  19,  1661  .and  duly  recorded).  His  wife’s 
first  name  was  Elizabeth,  their  marriage  taking  place 
before  1661.  About  1677  or  1678  they  removed  to 
Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  and  thus  this  Richard  Clarke, 
is  remembered  as  the  ancestor  of  the  “New  Jersey 
Clarks.”  His  will  was  made  in  the  now  city  of  New 
York,  while  ostensibly  on  a  visit,  and  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  there  in  April,  1699.  He  was  the  father  of  a 
son,  Richard  Clarke,  the  third. 

The  date  of  birth  of  Richard  Clarke,  3d,  is  un¬ 
known;  his  death  occurred  in  April,  1697.  His  wife’s 
given  name  was  also  Elizabeth  and  their  children  were 
Richard,  the  fourth,  John,  Elizabeth,  Joshua,  Samuel, 
Ephraim,  Thomas,  and  Benjamin. 

Of  these  children,  Joshua  Clarke  was  born  in  1668; 
died  in  1714.  His  wife  was  Abigail  (surname  un¬ 
known)  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four  sons: 
John,  Benjamin,  Joseph  and  Joshua,  Jr. 

Of  the  fifth  generation,  Joseph,  son  of  Joshua 
Clarke,  was  born  in  1696,  though  according  to  Rev. 
Daniel  A.  Clark’s  genealogical  data,  he  was  eighty 
years  of  age  in  1774.  He  married  and  became  the 
father  of  two  sons,  David  and  Joseph. 

David  Clarke,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  September 
22,  1739  in  Rahway,  New  Jersey,  and  died  Novem¬ 
ber  24,  1802.  He  participated  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  serving  in  Captain  Benjamin  Lang’s  Com¬ 
pany,  1st  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Militia.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Moore,  born  September  24,  1749;  died 
March  23,  1805,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Moore  of 
Woodbridge,  New  Jersey.  She  was  characterized  in 
the  records  of  the  day  as  “a  woman  of  great  strength 
and  decision  of  character,  remarkable  for  plain  deal¬ 
ing  and  Christian  faithfulness.”  David  Clarke  and 
his  wife  had  the  following  children:  Jacob,  Rev. 
Daniel  A.,  Ephraim,  James,  Fanny  and  Matthias.  Of 
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these,  Daniel  A.,  the  clergyman,  held  pastorates 
throughout  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Ver¬ 
mont,  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  His  wife  was 
Eliza  Barker,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Abigail 
(Gorham)  Barker,  both  being  of  old  English  fam¬ 
ilies.  (The  change  of  the  name  from  Clarke  to 
Clark  took  place  about  this  time  as  previously  men¬ 
tioned.) 

Ephraim  Clark,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Moore) 
Clarke,  served  his  country  in  the  War  of  1812 
against  England  and  was  also  known  as  Major  Clark. 
He  became  a  resident  of  Staten  Island,  died  here  in 
1838  and  was  buried  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church¬ 
yard  at  Port  Richmond.  His  wife  was  Abbie  (Mor¬ 
ris)  Clark  and  to  this  marriage  Dr.  Ephraim  Clark 
was  born  on  March  29,  1797. 

Dr.  Clark’s  place  of  birth  was  in  the  family  home¬ 
stead  at  Wheatsheaf,  near  Rahway,  New  Jersey. 
After  receiving  a  preliminary  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  district  he  later  supplemented  this 
with  a  thorough  professional  preparation  for  a  med¬ 
ical  career,  which  in  later  years  became  his  lifetime 
calling.  Dr.  Valentine  Mott  of  New  York  aided  him 
in  his  early  medical  studies  and  he  was  graduated 
from  the  College  of  the  State  Medical  Society  at 
New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey.  With  his  father  he 
came  to  Staten  Island  to  reside  in  1820,  locating  in 
the  North  Shore  section  and  forthwith  becoming  a  con¬ 
scientious  physician  and  public-spirited  citizen. 

For  a  number  of  years  Dr.  Clark  acted  as  personal 
physician  to  Aaron  Burr,  attending  him  in  his  last 
illness.  He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  that 
received  General  Lafayette  in  Tompkinsville  when 
the  distinguished  soldier  was  engaged  in  making  his 
farewell  tour  in  the  United  States.  On  the  occasion 
of  General  Andrew  Jackson’s  visit  to  New  York  City 
in  1832,  he  was  one  of  a  reception  committee  of  five 
who  met  the  veteran  campaigner  at  Mersereau’s 
Ferry,  Port  Richmond,  to  escort  the  general  to  vari¬ 
ous  points  of  interest  on  Staten  Island  and  across 
the  bay  to  Castle  Garden,  Manhattan.  Other  members 
of  this  latter  committee  were  Colonel  Nathan  Bar¬ 
rett,  Rev.  Dr.  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt,  Dr.  J.  T.  Harrison 
and  Colonel  Barton. 

Dr.  Clark  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  146th  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Infantry,  composed  of  Staten  Islanders,  by 
Governor  Yates  in  1823.  Upon  resigning  in  1837, 
he  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  65th  Regiment,  New 
York  State  Militia,  by  Governor  Marcy.  Afterward 
he  was  designated  by  Governor  Seward  as  aide-de- 
camp  with  the  rank  of  colonel  on  the  staff  of  Major 
General  Van  Buren.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was 
attached  to  Camp  Sprague,  New  Dorp,,  as  post  sur¬ 
geon,  where  during  the  course  of  his  duties  more  than 
four  thousand  men  were  examined  by  him. 

Dr.  Clark  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  of  i860  held  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  when  Breckinridge  and  Lane  were  nomi¬ 
nated  to  head  the  party  ticket  and  were  subsequently 
defeated  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  noted  Republican 
standard-bearer  of  the  time.  As  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Port  Richmond  Agricultural  Society,  Dr.  Clark 
was  also  its  first  president.  Fraternally,  he  was  of  the 
Masonic  Order,  having  been  one  of  the  early  mem¬ 
bers  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  and  a  charter 
member  of  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  401.  For  many 
years  prior  to  his  death,  he  was  physician  to  the 
county  jail.  Other  offices  held  by  him  were  super¬ 
visor  for  the  town  of  Southfield  and  superintendent 
of  the  poor,  in  which  capacities  he  served  for  some 
time.  The  Port  Richmond  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
numbered  him  among  its  active  members  and  he  was 
one  of  a  committee  which  selected  the  Rev.  Dr. 


Robert  Brownlee  as  pastor  of  this  place  of  worship. 
Personally,  he  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and 
integrity,  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  Staten  Island  and 
to  his  family.  Ira  K.  Morris,  local  historian  who 
knew  and  appreciated  him  as  a  true  friend  has 
testified  to  “his  happy  disposition  and  generous  and 
social  nature.” 

Dr.  Ephraim  Clark’s  marriage  took  place  about 
1824  to  Ann  Bedell  Guyon,  thus  bringing  about  a 
union  of  the  Clark  family  to  one  of  the  earliest  of 
Huguenot  families  on  Staten  Island.  The  history  of 
the  Guyons,  many  of  whom  left  their  native  France  for 
Holland  in  1624,  during  the  era  in  which  persecutions 
were  rife  in  the  former  country,  is  an  interesting  one. 

The  progenitor  of  this  family  on  Staten  Island  was 
Jacques  Guyon,  who  came  from  St.  Martin  on  “L’lsle 
de  Re.”  He  settled  here  principally  because  of  his 
receipt  in  1664  of  a  land  grant  consisting  of  “two 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  Staten  Island”  issued  by 
Richard  Nicolls,  first  governor  under  the  Duke  of 
York.  The  Duke  of  York,  in  turn,  had  been  granted 
a  large  territory  including  New  Netherlands  and 
Staten  Island  land  on  March  12,  1664  by  his  brother, 
Charles,  the  Second,  King  of  England.  After  sev¬ 
eral  disputes  had  arisen  as  to  the  actual  confirma¬ 
tion  of  these  grants  and  the  extent  of  land  boundaries 
during  the  ensuing  years,  Governor  Andros  clarified 
matters  somewhat  in  1675  by  granting  a  new  patent 
to  Jacques  Guyon  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  with  additional  meadow. 

Jacques  Guyon  resided  on  his  property  located  in 
the  Old-Town  (New  Dorp)  district  and  married 
Sarah  Casier,  daughter  of  Philippe  and  Marie  (Taine) 
Casier.  The  will  of  Jacques  Guyon  was  proved  on 
December  1,  1694,  his  widow,  Sarah,  qualifying  as 
executrix.  In  1699,  it  is  recorded  that  she  paid  a 
mortgage  on  the  estate  and  seems  to  have  held  pos¬ 
session  of  the  property  until  after  1703,  for  land 
adjoining  her  plantation  on  the  north  was  granted  by 
patent  in  1702  to  Joseph  Billopp  and  Abraham  Lake- 
man. 

It  seems  that  one,  Jacques  or  James  Guyon,  was 
the  son  of  Jacques  and  Sarah  (Casier)  Guyon,  as  on 
August  30,  1708,  a  confirmatory  patent  for  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  with  additional  meadow 
was  made  in  the  name  of  Queen  Anne  to  “Jacques 
Guyon.”  He  married  Mary  Holmes  and  their  children 
were  named  James,  Joseph,  Ann,  who  married  John 
Garrison;  Stephen,  John,  Sarah,  Elizabeth  and  Mary. 
Jacques,  the  father,  died  in  1742. 

James  Guyon,  his  son,  was  born  January  5,  1714; 
the  Christian  name  of  his  wife,  born  on  January  22, 
1729,  was  Addra  or  “Adraansha.”  but  her  family 
name  has  not  been  learned.  James  Guyon,  who  was 
known  as  “Captain,”  died  in  1761,  leaving  a  will  by 
which  he  devised  the  Guyon  farm  to  his  eldest  son, 
James,  He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children: 
James,  Mary,  Joseph,  another  James,  Peter,  Addra, 
Phillip  and  John. 

James  Guyon,  son  of  James  of  previous  mention, 
born  August  20,  1749,  was  three  times  married,  hav¬ 
ing  a  son  by  each  wife  and  several  daughters.  His 
first  wife  was  Susannah  Martineau  and  they  had  six 
children:  Addra,  Ann,  Mary,  Susannah,  James  and 
Ann.  His  second  wife  was  undoubtedly  Margaret 
Lake,  according  toa  record,  vis,  “James  Guyon  married 
Margaret  Lake  on  May  7,  1782.”  They  had  two 
children:  Harmanus  and  Margaret.  By  a  third  mar¬ 
riage  to  Margaret  Garretson,  daughter  of  Harmanus 
and  Autty  (Simonson)  Garretson,  three  children  were 
born:  Mary,  John  and  Dinah.  The  life  of  this  James 
Guyon  was  eventful,  five  of  his  children  having  been 
born  during  the  period  of  the  Revolution  and  he  lived 
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to  see  his  son  a  member  of  Congress  under  the  poli¬ 
tical  guidance  of  a  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins.  He  was  withal,  a  man 
of  deep  piety  and  substance,  who  conveyed  in  1814 
the  Guyon  farm  to  his  son,  James,  going  himself  to 
live  upon  the  farm  adjoining  on  the  west,  which  he 
had  purchased  a  few  years  previously. 

The  last  of  this  male  line  and  the  last-named  James 
Guyon  was  born  December  24,  1778,  and  was  gen¬ 
erally  known  as  Major  James  Guyon.  He  married 
(first)  Ann  Bedell;  (second)  Ann  Perine;  (third) 
Martha  Seguine,  all  of  pioneer  families.  He  had  but 
one  child,  a  daughter,  by  his  first  wife,  named  Ann 
Bedell  Guyon.  She  was  born  October  8,  1800,  re¬ 
ceived  her  schooling  in  the  local  district  schools  and 
subsequently  married  Dr.  Ephraim  Clark. 

Dr.  Ephraim  and  Ann  Bedell  (Guyon)  Clark  were 
the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  James  Guyon,  the 
eldest,  is  mentioned  further  in  this  work.  2.  Abbie 
Ann  was  baptized  April  24,  1831  and  died  at  an  early 
age.  3.  Henry  Heberton  was  baptized  April  24,  1831 
and  died  in  childhood.  4.  Joseph  Ridgway  was  born 
April  2,  1832,  died  in  May,  1893.  5.  Arietta  Minthorne 
was  baptized  November  1,  1834,  died  October  7,  1908. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Ephraim  Clark  occurred  on  No¬ 
vember  20,  1885  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight,  though 
until  a  few  years  before  this  time  he  had  been  active 
within  his  profession.  Even  in  1883  he  had  been 
invited  to  introduce  speakers  at  Staten  Island’s  Bicen¬ 
tennial  celebration.  His  wife  passed  away  on  June 
30,  1877. 


DR.  JAMES  GUYON  CLARK— Dr.  James 
Guyon  Clark,  eldest  son  of  Dr.  Ephraim  and  Ann  B. 
(Guyon)  Clark,  was  born  in  the  old  Clark  home¬ 
stead  in  West  New  Brighton,  February  7,  1825.  Due 
to  the  influence  and  esteem  in  which  his  father  was 
held  in  the  profession  of  medicine  throughout  the 
island  and  because  of  the  latter’s  desire  to  have  his 
son  follow  in  his  footsteps  as  a  physician,  the  younger 
Clark  began  his  medical  studies  after  receiving  his 
early  educational  training  under  the  Rev.  James 
Brownlee,  D.  D. 

Entering  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  New  York,  Dr.  Clark  became  a  student  under 
the  instruction  of  Professor  Willard  Parker,  M.  D., 
for  whom  the  Willard  Parker  Memorial  Hospital  is 
named.  After  having  graduated  from  this  institution 
with  the  class  of  1845,  when  only  twenty  years  of 
age,  he  served  as  an  interne  in  Bellevue  Hospital, 
New  York,  remaining  here  a  year  in  order  to  fully 
complete  his  medical  education. 

Then  came  the  task  of  beginning  his  life  work  as 
a  practicing  physician.  In  this  respect,  Dr.  Clark 
was  in  a  larger  sense  fortunate,  for  his  home  town 
of  West  New  Brighton  was  to  become  the  scene  of 
his  activities.  Here  he  began  to  minister  to  the  med¬ 
ical  needs  of  many  who  had  been  patients  of  his 
renowned  father,  Dr.  Ephraim  Clark,  and  to  others 
of  a  newer  generation.  No  more  accurate  and  com¬ 
prehensive  summary  of  his  labor  here  and  the  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held  can  be  found  than  in  a  history 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  which 
relates  the  life  history  of  the  more  prominent  of  the 
institution  graduates.  The  following  tribute  is  paid 
to  Dr.  Clark:  “Few  men  have  been  more  devoted 
to  their  calling  or  have  given  it  more  of  their  time, 
while  few  have  attained  more  satisfactory  results,  or 
a  larger  measure  of  affection  and  esteem  on  the  part 
of  those  to  whom  they  have  ministered  during  the 
long  years  of  an  active  and  laborious  professional 
career.  His  practice  far  transcended  local  limitations, 
for  his  services  were  in  demand  among  that  represen¬ 


tative  class  of  summer  residents  of  the  large  resort 
hotels  and  also  across  the  Kill  van  Kull,  in  New 
Jersey,  where  he  gained  the  staunchest  of  patrons 
and  admirers.  While  in  active  practice  he  kept  fully 
abreast  of  the  advances  made  in  the  methods  of  his 
profession — his  interest  in  all  that  pertained  to  the 
broader  general  sphere  of  scientific  progress  in  med¬ 
ical  science  continued  unabated.  Dr.  Clark  was  well 
known  and  most  highly  honored  in  this  locality.” 

In  the  medical  life  of  the  community  Dr.  Clark  took 
an  active  part,  having  been  imbued  with  the  spirit 
of  true  philanthropy  within  the  bounds  of  his  profes¬ 
sion.  A  man  of  keen  perception  and  consideration  and 
one  equipped  with  a  willingness  to  aid  all  causes  of 
public  importance  on  the  island,  his  services  were, 
indeed,  a  fitting  complement  to  the  work  that  his 
father  had  previously  accomplished.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Richmond  County  Medical  Society,  the 
New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  and  of  various  other 
professional  associations. 

Although  his  medical  practice  occupied  the  greater 
portion  of  his  time,  Dr.  Clark  found  diversion  in 
travel  and  frequently  he  journeyed  to  Europe,  Egypt 
and  the  Holy  Land  where  he  toured  extensively. 
Many  times  during  these  sojourns  he  was  called  upon 
to  minister  professionally  to  the  American  courts 
within  the  various  localities  visited  by  him.  As  a 
result  of  his  contact  with  the  people  of  these  foreign 
lands  he  became  the  possessor  of  many  warm  and 
enduring  friendships. 

Dr.  Clark  married  (first)  Maria  Theresa  Thibault, 
born  April  21,  1825  in  Philadelphia,  a  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Sarah  (Norris)  Thibault  of  that  city. 
Five  children  were  born  to  this  marriage:  1.  Fred¬ 
erick  Ephraim,  mentioned  in  a  following  review.  2. 
Anna  G.,  born  October  21,  1849,  died  August  7, 
1853.  3.  Constance  Slocomb,  born  August  27,  1851, 
died  August  14,  i860.  4.  James  G.,  Jr.,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  24,  1862,  died  December  24,  1862.  5.  William 
Milton,  born  March  10,  1865.  The  latter  received 
his  education  here,  after  which,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  he  traveled  westward  to  Grandin,  North 
Dakota,  and  engaged  in  business  there  with  notable 
success.  For  forty  years  he  conducted  a  general  mer¬ 
chandising  establishment,  in  the  meantime  building  up 
a  large  circle  of  devoted  and  loyal  friends.  In  1927 
Mr.  Clark  returned  to  the  scene  of  his  youth,  spend¬ 
ing  the  remaining  two  years  of  his  life  at  the  family 
homestead,  West  New  Brighton.  An  ardent  church¬ 
man,  a  generous  giver  and  one  of  the  most  kind- 
hearted  of  men,  his  death  occurred  June  15,  1929  in 
his  sixty-fifth  year. 

Mrs.  Maria  T.  (Thibault)  Clark  died  at  West  Brigh¬ 
ton,  June  1,  1884.  Dr.  James  Guyon  Clark  married 
second,  Blanche  Russell  Aspinwall,  in  West  New 
Brighton  on  August  2,  1888.  Mrs.  Clark  survives 
her  husband,  living  in  the  old  family  homestead  at 
the  present  day,  Dr.  Clark  having  passed  away 
April  9,  1915  in  his  ninety-first  year. 


FREDERICK  E.  CLARK,  M.  D.  (Deceased)— 

A  third  representative  of  the  Clark  family  on  Staten 
Island  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine  here  was 
Dr.  Frederick  E.  Clark,  who  continued  the  work 
accomplished  by  his  grandfather  and  father.  Thus, 
for  practically  a  full  century,  from  1820  to  1920,  the 
services  of  at  least  one  of  these  three  members  was 
available  to  the  people  of  Richmond,  and  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  both  Dr.  James 
Guyon  Clark  and  Dr.  Frederick  Clark  had  their 
offices  together  in  the  family  home. 

It  seemingly  was  foreordained  that  the  younger 
Clark  should  study  for  the  medical  profession.  He 
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was  born  at  West  New  Brighton,  December  23,  1847, 
receiyed  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
vicinity  and  then  began  his  preliminary  medical  study 
under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  John  T.  Metcalf  of  New 
York.  This  instruction  completed,  he  entered  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  obtaining  there 
a  thorough  preparation  for  his  calling  and  being  grad¬ 
uated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1873.  Just  twenty- 
eight  years  ago  to  the  very  day,  his  father  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  similar  degree. 

After  leaving  college  Dr.  Frederick  E.  Clark  trav¬ 
eled  to  Europe,  living  in  the  various  countries  that 
had  advanced  the  more  rapidly  in  medical  skill  and 
treatment,  in  order  that  he  might  further  his  studies 
in  this  direction.  After  remaining  there  for  one  year, 
during  which  time  he  attended  the  Hotel  Dieu  in 
Paris  and  Guy’s  Hospital  in  London,  he  returned 
home  to  engage  in  the  active  practice  of  medicine 
here  on  Staten  Island.  Heeding  well  the  principles 
of  devotion  to  duty  and  scrupulous  thoroughness 
“the  new  Dr.  Clark’’  enjoyed  a  most  successful  and 
worthy  career.  His  was  an  especially  conscientious 
nature,  it  being  well  known  throughout  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  which  he  resided  that  for  a  period  of  almost 
thirty  years,  seven  days  a  week,  he  arose  at  an  early 
hour,  harnessed  his  horses  and  drove  over  the  country¬ 
side  to  attend  to  his  patients.  Equipped  with  a  strong 
constitution  and  an  admirable  temperament  for  his 
calling,  he  minded  neither  wind,  rain  nor  snow  and 
seldom  if  ever  experienced  physical  ailments.  His  life 
thus  became  an  increasingly  active  one  characterized 
principally  by  a  deep  study  and  knowledge  within  his 
profession,  but  also  fraught  with  a  sense  of  duty  to 
his  home  and  community.  In  connection  with  his 
medical  work  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
the  old  S.  R.  Smith  Infirmary,  and  was  identified  with 
the  Richmond  County  Medical  Society  and  other 
organizations.  Altogether,  his  medical  career  on 
Staten  Island  covered  a  span  of  approximately  forty 
years. 

As  a  resident  of  West  New  Brighton  Dr.  Clark 
was  active  in  the  social  life  of  the  community,  being 
a  charter  member  of  the  Richmond  County  Country 
Club  and  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County  Hunt 
Club.  He  was  deeply  devoted  to  his  home  and  family 
and  had  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Dr.  Frederick  E.  Clark  married  (first),  on  April  17, 
1873,  at  Grace  Church,  Brooklyn,  Kate  Walton  Van 
Bergen,  daughter  of  John  Peck  and  Margaret  (Baker) 
Van  Bergen.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born: 
x.  Constance  Slocomb  Clark,  born  April  21,  1874, 
died  April  11,  1882.  2.  James  Guyon  Clark,  the  elder, 
named  for  his  grandfather,  was  born  March  21,  1876. 
He  married  on  October  23,  1901,  Ethel  Marie  Rich¬ 
mond,  daughter  of  Edgar  and  Helen  Maria  (Macau¬ 
lay)  Richmond,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
James  Guyon  and  Richmond  Buckingham,  both  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  and  Constance,  born  February 
3,  1910.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Ethel  Marie  (Richmond) 
Clark  occurred  February  xx,  1918,  and  Mr.  Clark 
married  (second),  on  October  2,  1920,  Marjorie  Mac- 
Mullen,  of  Stamford,  New  York.  By  this  marriage 
there  are  two  children:  James  Guyon,  Jr.,  born 
August  7,  1923,  and  Frederick  Hickok,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  26,  1930.  3.  Kathleen,  third  child  of  Dr.  Fred¬ 
erick  Clark,  was  born  June  7,  1883,  married  on  May 
27,  1910,  Adolph  Frederick  Rodewald  and  they  have 
one  son  Kenneth  Walton,  born  June  24,  1911.  Mrs. 
Kate  Walton  (Van  Bergen)  Clark  died  July  2, 
1885,  on  Staten  Island,  and  Dr.  Clark  married  again 
on  May  4,  1898,  Mae  Larned  Taylor,  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  There  were  no  children  to  this  union. 

The  life  of  a  beloved  physician  and  counselor  came 


to  an  end  on  October  5,  1920,  Dr.  Clark’s  death 
occurring  on  this  day  at  the  Staten  Island  Hospital. 
Arrangements  for  the  funeral  services  of  Dr.  James 
G.  Clark  and  Dr.  Frederick  E.  Clark  were  similar, 
a  service  at  the  Clark  homestead,  followed  by  a  public 
funeral  at  the  Church  of  the  Ascension  in  which  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Richmond  County  Medical  Society  parti¬ 
cipated  as  a  body.  Burial  took  place  in  the  family 
plot  at  Moravian  Cemetery. 


JAMES  GUYON  CLARK — Another  descendant 
of  Major  Ephraim  Clark  and  his  son,  Dr.  Ephraim 
Clark,  both  of  whom  came  to  Staten  Island  from 
New  Jersey  more  than  a  century  ago,  is  J.  Guyon 
Clark  who  has  achieved  a  distinguished  place  in  the 
commercial  life  of  the  Metropolis.  Mr.  Clark  is  a 
cousin  of  James  Guyon  Clark,  a  resident  of  the 
Dongan  Hills  district.  Their  genealogy  since  the 
arrival  of  the  Clarks  in  America,  is  recounted  in 
the  preceding  review. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a  grandson  of  Dr.  Ephraim  and  Ann 
B.  (Guyon)  Clark,  who  were  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  James  Guyon,  Abbie  Anna,  Henry 
Heberton,  Joseph  Ridgway,  and  Arietta  Minthorne. 

Joseph  Ridgway  Clark  was  born  at  West  New 
Brighton,  April  2,  1832,  and  died  May  13,  1893.  His 
wife  was  Sarah  Barber,  born  June  11,  1841,  died 
June  14,  1915,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Langford)  Barber,  both  natives  of  England.  He 
lived  on  Staten  Island  during  his  entire  lifetime  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  in  the  former 
splendid  agricultural  district  of  the  South  Shore.  His 
farm  was  at  New  Dorp  in  the  section  now  known 
as  Oakwood  Heights  where  at  one  time  there  were 
as  many  as  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of 
land.  His  fine  old  house,  a  picture  of  which  is  in  the 
Public  Museum  at  St.  George,  stood  about  three 
hundred  feet  southeast  of  the  present  Guyon  Avenue, 
halfway  between  the  Old  Mill  Road  and  the  Boule¬ 
vard.  It  was  one  of  the  pioneer  dwellings,  having 
been  built  before  1700  by  the  Guyons  and  was  in 
more  recent  times  known  as  “Oakwood  House.”  He 
had  the  following  children:  1.  James  Guyon.  2.  Miss 
Sarah  Gertrude,  who  resides  in  New  Brighton.  3. 
Joseph  Ferdinand,  now  retired,  who  married  Ethel 
Keppler  and  lives  at  St.  George.  They  had  seven 
children:  Edward,  Joseph,  Muriel  Cecile,  Austin 
Guyon,  Ethel  Elaine,  Norbert  Ferdinand  and  Frances 
Gwendolyn  died  young  and  Ursula  Marie.  4.  Arietta 
Louisa,  who  died  at  an  early  age.  5.  Alfred  Ephraim, 
a  resident  of  Stapleton.  6.  Minthorne  Thibault,  de¬ 
ceased.  The  issue  of  Joseph  Ferdinand  are  the  only 
grandchildren  of  Joseph  Ridgway  Clark  to  carry  on 
this  line. 

J.  Guyon  Clark,  eldest  of  Joseph  Ridgway  Clark’s 
family,  was  born  at  New  Dorp,  August  26,  1862  in 
the  old  Guyon-Clark  homestead.  Of  an  historic  family 
it  is  also  of  interest  to  note  that  a  portrait  of  Mr. 
Clark’s  ancestor,  David  Clark,  who  fought  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  was  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  Mr.  Clark  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Staten  Island  and  Brooklyn  and 
since  early  manhood  has  been  associated  with  the 
textile  industry.  His  expert  knowledge  of  this 
branch  of  trade  combined  with  his  business  acumen 
and  executive  ability  have  caused  him  to  advance 
steadily  and  consistently.  He  has  held  important 
positions  with  large  New  York  firms,  one  of  them 
being  as  manager  of  the  late  Lawrence  and  Com¬ 
pany,  which  was  regarded  as  among  the  leaders 
throughout  the  country.  Since  1920  he  has  been 
manager  of  the  American  Textiles,  Incorporated, 
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with  offices  at  366  Broadway,  New  York.  Although 
Mr.  Clark  has  not  been  a  resident  of  Staten  Island 
since  1911,  he  still  maintains  his  deep  interest  and 
affection  for  his  native  locality  and  is  a  popular 
member  of  the  Richmond  County  Country  Club. 

J.  Guyon  Clark  married  Harriett  Seguine,  of  Ross- 
ville,  daughter  of  Henry  Stewart  and  Louise  M. 
Seguine,  both  of  whom  were  members  of  Staten 
Island’s  first  families.  Prior  to  removing  from  Staten 
Island,  Mrs.  Clark  gave  considerably  of  her  time  and 
interest  to  the  management  and  support  of  the  Staten 
Island  Hospital,  while  she  has  always  been  inter¬ 
ested  and  active  in  charitable  and  philanthropic  organ¬ 
izations,  in  her  zeal  and  sincerity  for  the  well-being 
of  the  sick  and  unfortunate.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark 
reside  at  15  West  Eleventh  Street,  New  York  City, 
where  they  have  their  town  house,  while  they  main¬ 
tain  a  charming,  comfortable  country  place  in  the 
lake  district  of  New  Jersey. 


CHESTER  ABRAM  COLE — As  a  present-day 
representative  of  a  family  located  on  Staten  Island  for 
about  two  and  a  half  centuries,  Mr.  Cole  can  truly 
be  recorded  as  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  very  earliest 
settlers  of  Richmond  County.  In  the  early  historic 
annals  of  the  now  city  of  Brooklyn,  reference  is  made 
to  Cornelis  Lambertse  Cool,  who  came  from  Holland 
about  1639  and  to  his  son,  Lambert  Cornelisse  Cool, 
after  whom  it  is  said  Lambert’s  Lane,  in  Bloomfield, 
Staten  Island,  was  named. 

Abraham  Cool  who  in  the  local  census  of  1706 
gave  his  age  as  forty  years  etc.,  is  however,  of  more 
definite  record  and  relation  to  the  family  on  the  island. 
His  wife  was  Rebecca  Britten,  and  their  four  chil¬ 
dren  were  Rebecca,  Cornelius,  Abraham,  and  Isaac. 
The  latter  son,  Isaac,  represents  the  second  generation 
in  Mr.  Cole’s  line  of  descent.  He  in  turn  had  two  sons, 
Isaac  and  Abraham.  The  family  was  well  established 
by  this  time  in  and  about  the  South  Shore  near 
Princes  Bay,  where  they  owned  much  acreage  and 
were  substantial  contributors  in  the  support  of  the 
old  Woodrow  Methodist  Church,  where  in  the  ceme¬ 
tery  are  buried  various  members  bearing  the  name. 
During  this  early  period  the  name  Abraham  was 
recorded  also  as  Abram  and  that  of  Cool  as  Cole. 
As  the  years  passed  various  branches  of  the  family 
removed  to  other  parts  of  the  island  and  elsewhere. 
Abraham  Cole,  son  of  Isaac  Cole,  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  25,  1736,  and  fought  in  the  War  of  the  Rev¬ 
olution,  as  a  member  of  the  3d  New  Jersey  Regi¬ 
ment  under  Colonel  David  Chambers;  he  married 
Abigail  Johnson,  in  1768,  and  was  the  father  of  seven 
children  as  follows:  Rev.  William,  Isaac,  Abraham, 
Lydia,  Ann,  Esther,  and  Phebe. 

The  line  of  descent  is  continued  through  Abraham 
(or  Abram)  Cole,  son  of  the  foregoing  parents,  who 
was  born  in  1778,  and  died  in  1833.  He  was  the 
great-grandfather  of  Chester  A.  Cole.  He  married 
Ann  Johnson  whose  life  span  extended  from  1782  or 
1783  to  1863.  He  followed  the  usual  occupation  of 
the  day  that  of  farming  and  other  neighboring  activ¬ 
ities  along  the  shore.  In  his  family  there  were  eight 
children:  Winant  Johnson,  Isaac,  Abraham,  Susan 
Ann,  Harriet,  Mary  Johnson,  Jacob  Winant,  and 
Abagail. 

Abram  Cole,  son  of  Abraham  and  Ann  (Johnson) 
Cole,  and  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  review, 
was  born  in  1810.  He  first  followed  marine  and  oyster 
commerce  and  later  was  the  owner  of  a  large  coal 
and  lumber  business  which  he  established  in  1857. 
After  his  death  in  1876,  the  business  reverted  to  his 
son,  Mr.  Cole’s  father,  also  named  Abram  Cole.  The 
latter,  with  his  brothers,  Jacob  W.  and  James  T. 


Cole,  continued  the  firm  under  the  name,  Cole  Broth¬ 
ers.  The  elder  Abram  Cole  married  Ann  M.  Dissos- 
way  whose  birth  occurred  in  1812.  They  had  the 
following  children:  Cornelius  D.,  Jacob  W.,  Susan 
Ann,  James  T.,  and  Abram,  of  whom  further. 

Abram  Cole,  who  succeeded  his  father  in  business, 
was  born  in  1856;  he  received  his  education  in  Totten- 
ville  public  schools  and  at  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Brooklyn.  He  was  an  active  Republican  and  served 
in  various  public  offices,  being  town  clerk  three  times, 
and  for  six  successive  years  held  the  office  of  super¬ 
visor.  In  his  first  term  as  supervisor  he  was  the 
youngest  man  ever  elected  to  that  office  and  he  held 
the  post  for  more  successive  years  than  any  other 
man  of  his  day.  He  married  in  1880,  Blanche  Martin, 
born  in  1859,  who  survives  her  husband,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Captain  Abel  and  Mary  (Palmer)  Martin. 
They  had  two  sons:  Chester  A.,  who  was  christened 
Abram  and  whose  name  heads  this  review;  and  Ralph 
M.,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Chester  A.  Cole  was  born  in  Tottenville,  Decem¬ 
ber  2,  1881,  and  was  there  educated  in  grammar 
school,  and  graduated  in  1902  from  Staten  Island 
Academy.  Desiring  to  enter  upon  a  professional 
career,  he  then  took  a  position  and  studied  with  the 
noted  architectural  firm  of  Atelier,  Donn  and  Bar- 
bor.  He  was  later  associated  for  eighteen  years  with 
Carrere  and  Hastings,  also  of  Manhattan.  Upon  the 
entry  of  this  country  into  the  world  War  Mr.  Cole 
enlisted  in  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  be¬ 
coming  a  first-lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army, 
and  served  with  Production  Center,  No.  2,  at  Cheau- 
mont,  Tours,  and  Paris,  France.  On  being  mustered 
out  of  service  as  captain,  he  returned  to  this  country 
to  enter  civilian  life.  In  1919  he  became  associated 
in  the  practice  of  architecture  with  the  well-known 
Staten  Island  architect,  James  Whitford,  of  St. 
George,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  latter’s 
firm. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  work  he  is  a  director 
of  the  Richmond  County  Building  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  director  and  vice-president  of  the  Central 
Pharmacy  of  Tottenville.  He  has  a  number  of  affil¬ 
iations  which  include  membership  in  Huguenot  Lodge, 
No.  381,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Tall  Cedars 
of  Lebanon  of  which  he  is  an  officer;  the  Slosson 
Post  of  the  American  Legion,  having  served  as  its 
treasurer;  and  member  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce.  The  Staten  Island  Association  of  Architects, 
and  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
also  number  him  among  their  members.  He  is  archi¬ 
tect  for  the  restoration  of  the  Billop  House  and  as 
such  has  done  splendid  work  in  behalf  of  this  his¬ 
toric  shrine.  Its  guiding  body,  The  Conference  House 
Association,  made  him  a  member  of  its  board  of 
directors  in  recognition  of  his  services. 

On  June  17,  1910,  Mr.  Cole  was  married  at  Port 
Richmond  to  Vida  Van  Name,  daughter  of  David 
M.  and  Sara  (Wykoff)  Van  Name,  of  Mariners 
Harbor.  Both  of  Mrs.  Cole’s  parents  are  descended 
from  Dutch  ancestors,  the  Van  Names  being  early 
settled  on  Staten  Island,  and  the  Wykoffs  at  Rocky 
Hill,  New  Jersey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  are  the  parents 
of  one  child,  Chester  Abram,  Jr.  They  reside  in 
a  charming  and  comfortable  residence  at  Tottenville, 
built  some  years  ago  in  old  village  days.  Mr.  Cole’s 
offices  are  at  No.  56  Bay  Street,  St.  George. 

LOUIS  HENRY  ACHILLES— A  member  of  a 
family  which  has  been  prominent  in  social  and  busi¬ 
ness  circles  for  many  years  in  the  metropolitan  dis¬ 
trict,  Mr.  Achilles  has  lived  all  his  life  on  Staten 
Island,  where  his  father  settled  in  1853.  For  about 
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a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business  in  New  York,  being  associated 
throughout  this  long  period  with  the  long  established 
and  well-known  firm  of  Benedict  Brothers.  Mr. 
Achilles  is  not  only  a  successful  business  man,  but  has 
also  been  active  for  many  years  in  the  civic,  social, 
and  religious  life  of  Staten  Island. 

August  C.  Achilles,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Brunswick,  Germany,  July  30,  1826,  a  son  of 
William  and  Dorothy  (Kraft)  Achilles.  William 
Achilles,  the  grandfather  of  Louis  H.  Achilles,  was 
a  large  land  owner  in  Germany.  His  son,  August  C., 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1849.  At  that  time 
Bremen,  from  which  port  he  desired  to  sail,  was 
blockaded  by  the  Danes,  and  he  had  considerable 
difficulty  in  leaving,  but  finally  secured  passage  on 
an  American  sailing  vessel.  During  the  first  four 
years  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  lived  in 
New  York,  but  in  1853  he  came  to  Staten  Island  and 
three  years  later  purchased  the  property  at  No.  170 
Clove  Road,  West  New  Brighton,  where  he  continued 
to  live  until  his  death,  February  15,  1928,  at  the 
grand  age  of  a  century  and  two  years  which  is  indeed 
an  historical  record  in  this  work.  He  was  a  cooper 
expert,  being  connected  with  the  Jewett  Company 
and  later  with  the  Dean  Linseed  Oil  Company.  He 
retired  from  active  business  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  Though  not  very  tall,  he  was  a  man  of  un¬ 
usually  strong  physique  and,  when  he  was  ninety- 
three,  he  was  still  able  to  take  an  active  part  in  main¬ 
taining  his  residence  and  grounds.  He  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  and  for  many  years  a  member  of 
the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association.  His  wife  was 
Gertrude  Kohlhepp,  a  native  of  South  Germany,  who 
died  in  July,  1886.  Mr.  Achilles’  father,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  French  Army  and  was  decorated  by 
Napoleon  I,  came  to  the  United  States,  in  1849,  on  the 
same  ship  on  which  August  C.  Achilles  was  a  passen¬ 
ger.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  August  C.  Achilles  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  seven  children:  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years;  Mary,  who  died  February  15,  1928,  within 
fifteen  minutes  of  her  father’s  death;  Gertrude,  who 
died  in  September,  1880;  Charles,  born  in  1858,  died 
January  15,  1874;  Louis  H.  of  whom  further;  Char¬ 
lotte,  who  married  Ernest  Seehusen,  now  deceased,  for 
many  years  a  prominent  resident  of  Staten  Island; 
Helene;  George,  who  married  Dora  Weidmann  and 
died  in  1913,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Dorothy  Achilles. 

Louis  H.  Achilles,  was  born  on  Mill  Road  in  the 
old  Factoryville  section  of  Staten  Island,  December 
21,  i860,  a  son  of  August  C.  and  Gertrude  (Kohl¬ 
hepp)  Achilles.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  West  New  Brighton.  Since  March,  1902,  he  has 
been  associated  with  the  firm  of  Benedict  Brothers, 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  widely  known  jewelry  con¬ 
cerns  in  Manhattan.  For  many  years  this  firm’s  place 
of  business  has  been  a  landmark  on  lower  Broadway. 
It  enjoys  a  very  high  reputation  for  reliability  and 
efficiency  and  does  a  very  large  business,  much  of 
which  is  drawn  from  the  great  downtown  business 
district  of  New  York  City.  Mr.  Achilles,  like  his 
father,  was  an  incorporator  of  the  Staten  Island 
Veteran  Firemen’s  Association,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  member  since  its  organization  and  which  he  serves 
now  as  treasurer.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Geographic  Society.  His  religious  affiliations 
are  with  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  he  was  for  many  years  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  was 
formerly  very  active,  serving  at  one  time  as  treasurer 


of  its  county  committee.  In  recent  years  he  has  been 
an  independent  in  politics. 

Mr.  Achilles  married,  June  3,  1891,  Sarah  Benedict, 
who  was  born  on  Clove  Road,  Staten  Island,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Reade  and  Mary  (Winant)  Benedict,  and  a 
member  of  an  old  and  prominent  Staten  Island  family. 
They  were  the  parents  of :  Mary,  who  married  Ken¬ 
neth  L.  Drescher;  Gertrude,  who  married  C.  F. 
Busch;  Louis  Henry,  Jr.,  who  was  killed  in  the 
World  War;  Lila,  widow  of  Adolph  A.  Zorn;  Mil¬ 
dred;  and  Arthur,  a  graduate  of  Lehigh  University. 


DANIEL  W.  LEONARD— One  of  the  most 
popular  resorts  on  Staten  Island,  known  to  thousands 
of  people  throughout  Manhattan,  Brooklyn,  and  New 
Jersey,  is  Midland  Beach,  which  has  reached  a  com¬ 
manding  place  in  the  metropolitan  district  through  the 
untiring  efforts  of  Mr.  Leonard,  its  past  manager. 
The  high  reputation  and  standing  enjoyed  by  Mid¬ 
land  Beach  is  freely  credited  to  the  high  ethics  and 
undeviating  labors  of  Mr.  Leonard.  A  modest  and 
retiring  gentleman,  he  is  almost  always  associated 
with  every  movement  dealing  with  civic  and  other 
affairs. 

Daniel  W.  Leonard  was  born  in  Paterson,  New 
Jersey,  April  1,  1878,  the  son  of  Daniel  W.,  who  was 
assistant  chief  of  the  local  fire  department  of  that 
city,  and  Mary  (Rilley)  Leonard.  After  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  schools  of  New  Jersey  he  was  for  some 
time  associated  with  the  Metropolitan  Opera  Com¬ 
pany  during  the  winter  months,  but  of  late  he  has 
lived  throughout  the  year  on  Staten  Island,  devoting 
all  of  his  time  to  the  upbuilding  of  Midland  Beach. 
He  came  to  Staten  Island  when  about  twenty  years 
of  age  and  took  a  position  at  Midland  Beach,  two 
years  after  the  resort  was  initiated.  Here  he  remained 
and  in  time  became  its  manager.  Mr.  Leonard,  or 
“Dan”  as  he  was  popularly  known,  was  admittedly  a 
good  manager  of  that  resort  and  it  is  said  of  him  that 
“he  liked  his  work  and  looks  upon  it  more  in  the 
light  of  play.”  He  took  intense  pride  in  the  Beach 
and  worked  long  hours  to  keep  it  in  good  condition. 
His  time  was  fully  occupied  with  the  numerous  details 
and  he  directed  a  large  number  of  employees  in  look¬ 
ing  after  the  affairs  of  the  resort,  which  is  now  known 
as  the  cleanest  on  Staten  Island.  Many  families  now 
located  here  first  became  acquainted  with  the  Island 
through  visiting  our  beach  resorts.  It  is  said  that  a 
good  portion  of  the  increase  in  population  first  came 
to  the  Beach  and  later  moved  to  the  Island,  perma¬ 
nently.  This,  to  some  extent,  discloses  how  valuable 
Mr.  Leonard  has  been  to  this  section.  Almost  every 
movement  designed  for  promotion  of  the  community 
and  for  Staten  Island  has  been  aided  by  him.  He  does 
not  perform  his  duties  with  blatancy,  and  oftentimes 
it  is  not  known  that  he  is  associated  with  a  movement, 
yet  investigation  will  disclose  that  he  was  the  source 
of  the  proposal  or  else  the  prime  factor  therein.  Ever 
ready  to  give  credit  to  others,  he  usually  attempts  to 
avoid  admitting  his  own  connection  in  public  welfare 
movements,  stating  that  he  has  but  one  great  desire, 
this  he  says  is  “to  create  a  respectable  place. for  re¬ 
spectable  people.”  This  expression  he  originated 
many  years  ago  and  a  newspaper  editorial  on  the 
subject  was  still  in  his  office  when  he  resigned  his 
position  with  the  Midland  Graham  Operating  Com¬ 
pany,  September  15,  1929,  to  take  up  work  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Leonard  is  quite  versatile,  and  among  his  many 
accomplishments  may  be  mentioned  the  fact  that  as 
radio  broadcaster  he  sent  a  band  of  music  and  enter¬ 
tainment  to  the  cottages  and  beaches  in  the  vicinity. 
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He  inaugurated  boat  service  to  Manhattan  and  to 
Bayonne,  New  Jersey,  for  the  accommodation  of  vis¬ 
itors  here.  It  is  estimated  that  through  Mr.  Leonard’s 
efforts  a  million  people  come  to  Stqfen  Island  every 
season,  and  each  Sunday  afternoon  an  average  crowd 
of  about  twenty  thousand  come  to  the  Island.  Mid¬ 
land  Beach  had  a  most  disastrous  fire  in  September, 
1924,  and  Mr.  Leonard  is  credited  with  having  prac¬ 
tically  rebuilt  the  resort.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and  of  the 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  the  Masonic  Order;  he  also  supports, 
financially  and  otherwise,  a  number  of  other  civic  and 
general  organizations. 

Mr.  Leonard  married,  December  1,  1909,  Sadie  M. 
Bross,  daughter  of  James  J.  and  Matilda  (Wester- 
velt)  Bross,  a  mason  contractor  of  Westwood,  New 
Jersey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Ruth  Isabell,  born  in  Elizabeth,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  September  17,  1910. 


JOHN  FREDERICK  SMITH— There  are  in 
every  community  certain  enterprises  which  require 
for  their  success,  not  only  the  confidence  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  but  also  the  integrity,  judgment,  and  prudence 
of  those  entrusted  with  their  executive  direction  and 
management.  Among  such  corporations,  in  particular, 
are  banks,  building  and  loan  associations,  insurance 
companies,  and  similar  institutions.  It  is  a  singular 
fact  that  on  the  north  shore  of  Staten  Island  one  man 
has  been  chosen  as  an  official  in  four  prosperous 
companies  which  serve  large  clienteles  in  these  fields 
of  finance.  Known  to  the  public-at-large  because  of 
such  aforementioned  qualifications  and  long  experi¬ 
ence  in  these  endeavors,  John  Frederick  Smith  is 
worthy  of  the  title  of  “Banker,  Businessman  and 
Prominent  Citizen,”  bestowed  upon  him  by  fellowmen 
who  hold  him  in  high  esteem. 

Mr.  Smith  is  the  son  of  Charles  H.  and  Mary 
(Vredenburg)  Smith,  he  being  the  only  issue  of  this 
union.  The  Smith  family  is  of  English-Quaker  origin 
and  descends  from  the  pioneer,  Richard  Smith,  who 
was  the  founder  of  Smithtown,  Long  Island. 

The  first  mention  of  Richard  Smith  is  made  in  the 
town  records  of  Southampton,  Long  Island,  under 
date  of  October  26,  1643,  when  one,  Thomas  Hyldreth 
was  ordered  to  make  unto  Mr.  Smith  a  payment  that 
“Shall  bee  a  finall  ende  of  all  matters  of  controversie 
what  so  ever  betwixt  them.”  Of  his  previous  his¬ 
tory  practically  nothing  is  definitely  known  though 
some  historians  relate  that  he  came  from  a  certain 
village  in  Yorkshire,  England.  How  long  he  had 
lived  in  Southampton  before  the  previously  mentioned 
date  is  merely  a  matter  of  conjecture. 

Richard  Smith  was  quite  evidently  a  leader  in  the 
settlement  and  a  man  of  initiative  and  fortitude. 
Added  to  this  was  his  spirit  of  sturdy  independence 
that  made  his  life  a  full  and  successful  one.  His 
home  lot,  at  the  south  end  of  the  village,  was  one 
of  the  most  eligible  in  town.  He  owned  a  full  pro¬ 
prietor  right  which  gave  definite  evidence  of  his 
pecuniary  means.  In  March,  1647,  he  was  one  of 
“Five  Men”  appointed  to  lay  out  land,  and  on  October 
7,  1648,  he  was  chosen  “Freeman”  of  the  town,  and 
thus  became  a  member  of  the  “General  Court”  and 
eligible  to  any  office.  In  November,  1648,  he  was  one 
of  a  general  committee  to  regulate  the  laying  out 
of  lands  on  the  “Great  Playnes,”  and  in  1649  he  held 
the  same  position.  By  vote  of  the  General  Court  held 
on  October  7,  1650,  he  was  named  constable,  an 
office  at  that  time  of  great  dignity  and  honor.  All  in 
all,  his  career  closely  paralleled  in  importance  of  rank 


those  of  Edward  Howell,  Lion  Gardiner  and  Richard 
Woodhull,  three  famed  Long  Island  settlement 
leaders. 

Due  mainly  to  his  pertinacity  of  purpose  and  inde¬ 
pendent  nature,  Richard  Smith  left  Southampton 
sometime  near  the  end  of  the  year,  1656,  to  take 
up  a  residence  in  Setauket.  Having  an  aspiration  to 
become  an  extensive  landholder  he  almost  imme¬ 
diately  set  about  to  achieve  this  hope  by  purchasing 
vast  tracts  of  land  from  both  the  Indians  and  nearby 
white  settlers.  Thus  came  about  the  gradual  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  village  of  Smithtown.  In  1703  Mr.  Smith 
married  Sarah  Folger,  of  Boston,  and  became  the 
father  of  several  sons,  all  but  one  of  whom  (Obadiah) 
survived  him,  his  death  occurring  in  1693,  undoubt¬ 
edly  at  an  advanced  age.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
1708.  Following  were  the  other  sons  of  Richard 
Smith,  all  of  whom  died  a  few  years  before  1720  or 
thereabouts:  Daniel,  Richard,  Adam,  Job,  Jonathan, 
and  Samuel.  There  were  two  daughters,  Elizabeth 
and  Deborah. 

It  is  from  Job  Smith,  son  of  Richard  Smith,  the 
Patentee,  that  the  family  line  can  be  traced  down  to 
present  times.  Job  Smith  received  from  his  father 
a  homestead  and  farm  in  Smithtown.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Thompson,  daughter  of  John  Thompson, 
Esquire,  of  Setauket,  and  their  children  were:  Job, 
of  whom  further;  Richard  (called  St.  Richard); 
Timothy,  Aaron,  James,  Joseph,  and  Elizabeth.  The 
death  of  Job  Smith,  the  elder,  occurred  about  1719, 
and  to  his  sons  was  willed  the  land  held  and  acquired 
by  him. 

Job  Smith,  2d,  son  of  Job  and  Elizabeth  (Thomp¬ 
son)  Smith,  was  born  March  9,  1679.  Like  his  father 
he  became  a  large  landowner  about  Stony  Brook 
Neck,  adding  from  time  to  time  to  his  possessions 
certain  tracts  and  parcels  of  land  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Smithtown  River  and  in  nearby  Nisequag 
Neck  and  Stony  Brook  Harbor.  Job  Smith  married 
on  January  16,  1712,  Dorothy  Woodhull,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  13,  1687,  probably  a  daughter  of  Richard  Wood- 
hull,  2d.  Their  children  were:  Charity,  Temperance, 
Anna,  Job,  3d,  Epenetus,  Nathaniel,  and  Elizabeth. 

Of  the  fourth  generation,  Epenetus  Smith,  born 
January  1,  1723,  died  in  1803,  was  likewise  a  large 
property  owner  and  from  time  to  time  in  Smithtown 
annals  there  is  record  of  boundary  adjustments  be¬ 
tween  Epenetus  Smith  and  his  relatives  on  the  one 
side  and  various  local  land  holders  on  the  other.  Mr. 
Smith  married  (first)  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Arthur 
and  widow  of  William  Blydenburgh,  and  he  married 
(second)  Deborah,  daughter  of  Daniel  Smith,  2d. 
His  children  were:  John,  Samuel,  Moses,  Mary,  wife 
of  Isaac  Arthur,  and  Deborah,  wife  of  Joshua  Smith. 

Of  these  children,  John  Smith,  of  the  fifth  genera¬ 
tion,  was  born  October  10,  1762,  and  married,  in 
August,  1791,  a  cousin,  Dorothy,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Smith.  Her  date  of  birth  was  April  2 7, 
1768.  They  had  the  following  children:  Nathaniel; 
Moses,  who  continues  the  line  of  descent;  John  C., 
Margaret,  Deborah,  Sarah,  Isaac,  Mary,  Tem¬ 
perance,  Hannah  F.,  and  Epenetus,  3d.  John  Smith’s 
death  occurred  February  10,  1832,  his  wife  surviving 
him  until  December  25,  1837. 

Moses  Smith,  son  of  John  and  Dorothy  (Smith) 
Smith,  and  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  review, 
was  born  in  1793.  He  became  a  banker  by  profession, 
his  headquarters  located  in  lower  Manhattan,  where 
he  also  established  his  home.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Eliza  Hawes  by  whom  he  had  three  chil¬ 
dren,  he  was  married  a  second  time  to  Sarah  (Levi- 
ness)  Vanderbilt  and  of  the  three  children  born  to 
this  union  was  Charles  H.,  of  whom  further. 
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Charles  H.  Smith,  born  in  New  York  City  in  1834, 
obtained  his  education  in  New  York  and  afterwards 
became  connected  with  the  New  York  Central  Rail¬ 
road,  being  associated  for  many  years  with  the  comp¬ 
troller’s  office.  His  marriage  took  place  on  August 
1,  1859,  to  Mary  Vredenburg,  born  December  18, 
1835,  daughter  of  Abraham  Valenthie  and  Maria 
(Flock)  Vredenburg,  who  resided  first  in  Yonkers, 
later  in  New  York,  and  subsequently  on  Staten 
Island,  where  they  became  well  known  and  respected. 
In  the  early  annals  of  Manhattan,  the  Vredenburgs 
were  among  the  prominent  representatives  of  their 
time.  The  Vredenburgs  were  also  descended  from 
Benjamin  Valentine  who  was  a  Dragoon  in  the  French 
military  service  in  Canada.  He  moved  to  New  York 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Yonkers.  The  Vren- 
denburgs  and  Flocks  were  of  Dutch  descent.  Abra¬ 
ham  Valentine  Vredenburg  was  born  January  18, 
1795,  died  October  27,  1851,  and  his  wife,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Amy  (Osborn) 
Flock,  was  born  October  15,  1800,  died  January  14, 
1879.  Their  children  were:  John  K.,  Augustus, 
Lafayette,  Abraham  V.,  Maria  L.,  Cornelia,  Oliver, 
Sarah  V.,  Mary,  and  Amy  A.  The  daughters:  Maria 
L.,  married  Matthias  F.  Brantingham;  Cornelia  mar¬ 
ried  Joseph  L.  Vanderbilt;  Sarah  V.,  married  John 
G.  Stephens;  Mary,  as  aforementioned,  married 
Charles  H.  Smith;  and  Amy  A.,  married  Abraham 
Britton.  Charles  H.  Smith  died  in  1903,  survived  by 
his  wife,  who  is  also  the  remaining  survivor  of  her 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  by  his  son,  John  Frederick 
of  this  review. 

John  Frederick  Smith,  was  born  in  Manhattan, 
December  10,  i860,  and  at  the  age  of  two  years  was 
brought  to  Staten  Island  by  his  parents.  Here  his 
early  education  was  received  in  public  and  private 
schools,  and  later  he  attended  old  Trinity  School  in 
New  York.  In  1877  he  became  employed  in  the  insur¬ 
ance  firm  of  Miller  and  Simonson  on  Shore  Road, 
WJest  New  Brighton,  a  business  founded  in  1872  by 
Howard  R.  Miller.  By  1893  this-,  firm  had  become 
S.  D.  Simonson  and  Company  with  Mr.  Smith  as  a 
partner.  On  November  1,  1898,  Mr.  Smith  purchased 
the  Simonson  interests  and  carried  on  the  business 
under  his  own  name  until  August  4,  1908,  when  he 
sold  out  to  Charles  E.  Simonson  and  Herman  F. 
Krone,  who  later  formed  the  firm  of  C.  E.  Simonson 
&  Company  of  St.  George.  In  going  back  a  number 
of  years,  we  find  in  1836  the  Richmond  County  Mutual 
Insurance  Company  of  which  County  Judge  H.  B. 
Metcalf  was  then  the  secretary.  It  was  this  com¬ 
pany  which  in  1906,  through  reorganization  became 
known  as  the  Richmond  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York  the  only  institution  of  its  kind  having  head¬ 
quarters  in  Richmond  County,  and  of  which  Mr. 
Smith  became  president.  For  many  years  offices 
were  maintained  in  the  Richmond  County  Savings 
Bank  Building  on  Richmond  Terrace,  between  Van 
and  Water  streets,  West  New  Brighton,  but  in 
October,  1921,  they  removed  to  their  new  build¬ 
ing  at  No.  1210  Castleton  Avenue,  where  they  are 
now  located. 

During  the  earlier  years  of  Mr.  Smith’s  activities, 
business  was  obliged  to  keep  pace  with  the  increas¬ 
ing  population  and  its  changing  requirements.  One 
of  these  requirements,  money  for  the  financing  of 
homes  for  people  of  moderate  means,  led  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  Staten  Island  Building  Loan  and 
Savings  Association  and  in  this  organization  Mr. 
Smith  held  the  post  of  treasurer  for  many  years.  He 
still  serves  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

The  next  step  in  the  financial  welfare  of  the  North 
Shore  was  the  inception  of  banks.  The  Richmond 


County  Savings  Bank,  which  now  has  its  substantial 
building  at  Castleton  Avenue  and  Taylor  Street,  was 
organized  in  October,  1886,  with  John  Westbrook  as 
president.  The  able  leadership  of  this  man  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Jacob  I.  Housman,  a  prominent  business 
man,  and  Charles  W.  Hunt,  of  the  C.  W.  Hunt 
Company,  respectively.  In  January,  1909,  Mr.  Smith, 
who  had  served  this  institution  as  a  trustee  for  over 
thirty-seven  years,  was  further  honored  with  the  office 
of  president  and  has  since  conducted  it  with  increas¬ 
ing  success.  In  1928  he  was  appointed  president  of 
the  Staten  Island  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company 
of  Port  Richmond  (formerly  the  Port  Richmond  Na¬ 
tional  Bank.)  Of  this  institution  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  directors  since  its  founding  and  in  the 
capacity  of  president  succeeds  the  late  William  J. 
Davidson  who  in  turn  succeeded  Charles  E.  Griffith, 
first  founder  of  the  real  estate  business  of  Charles 
E.  Griffith  Sons.  He  is  a  director  of  the  North  River 
Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  and  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Richmond  Ice  Com¬ 
pany.  With  an  intensive  training  and  experience  of 
nearly  three  score  years  it  is  obvious  that  his  judg¬ 
ment  has  been  sought  from  time  to  time  by  many 
firms  and  individuals  hereabouts.  Leaning  strongly 
toward  economic  management  and  conservation  of 
surplus  funds  held  by  families,  business  houses,  and 
public  institutions,  his  advice  on  investments  has  ever 
been  sound  and  valuable.  His  particular  interest  in 
this  respect  lies  in  the  future  of  the  island’s  realty 
prospect  and  value.  Mr.  Smith  himself  is  the  owner 
of  substantial  real  estate. 

In  his  personal  attitude  as  a  citizen,  he  has  taken 
a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community  and 
has  given  generously  in  a  quiet  and  unpretentious 
way  of  his  time  and  means  to  important  movements 
for  the  advancement  of  Staten  Island.  His  political 
affiliation  is  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  in  spirit 
he  is  independent  in  the  choice  of  men  best  fitted 
for  public  office.  The  authors  of  this  work  have 
known  Mr.  Smith  for  a  long  period  of  years  and 
his  interest  in  historical  and  other  such  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  the  island  is  best  evinced  in  his  membership 
with  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences.  His  other  associations  include  Richmond  Lodge 
No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is 
a  member  of  the  finance  committee;  the  Royal  Arca¬ 
num;  Foresters  of  America;  the  local  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Rotary  Club,  Staten  Island  Club,  and 
the  Civic  League.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  Ascension. 

Mr.  Smith  married  on  September  12,  1899,  at  Port 
Richmond,  Abbie  E.  Crocheron,  a  daughter  of  John 
H.  and  Mahala  Selina  (Blake)  Crocheron.  A  review 
of  the  Crockerons  appears  elsewhere  in  these  volumes. 
Mahala  Selina  (Blake)  Crocheron  was  the  daughter 
of  Daniel  C.  and  Anne  Barnes  (Simonson)  Blake,  and 
likewise  a  member  of  an  old  and  honored  family  of 
Staten  Island.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  are:  1.  Charles  F.,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Richards  Corpening  of  Asheville,  North  Carolina; 
they  reside  in  Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  where  Mr. 
Smith  is  district  superintendent  of  the  Bell  Telephone 
Company.  2.  Dorothy,  who  resides  with  her  parents. 

The  Smith  family  residence  is  at  No.  1213  Clove 
Road,  near  Victory  Boulevard,  West  New  Brighton, 
where  his  fine  old  frame  house  and  spacious  grounds 
give  evidence  of  the  once  beautiful  country-side  that 
constitutes  this  section  of  the  island. 


SAMUEL  RUSSELL  SMITH,  M.  D.— As  a 

distinctive  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  who  during 
his  life  on  Staten  Island  administered  unselfishly  and 
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patiently  to  those  in  need  of  medical  care,  the  S. 

R.  Smith  Infirmary,  now  the  Staten  Island  Hospital, 
has  a  prominent  place  in  the  annals  of  our  history.  For 
long  years  known  as  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  medical  fraternity  in  Richmond  County,  Dr. 
Samuel  R.  Smith  lived  a  life  of  devoted  service, 
wisely  and  wholesomely  accomplished.  His  was  a 
task  well  executed  in  a  day  and  age  long  past. 

Dr.  Smith  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  having  been 
born  in  Torrington,  Litchfield  County,  on  April  io, 
1801,  the  son  of  Samuel  R.  and  Amelia  (Goodrich) 
Smith,  of  old  New  England  families.  After  attend¬ 
ing  the  local  district  schools  and  acquitting  himself 
creditably  as  a  student,  he  journeyed  to  New  York 
City  where  he  obtained  work  in  a  book  shop.  A 
short  time  later  he  found  employment  with  an  apothe¬ 
cary  and  remained  in  his  store  for  a  time.  However, 
after  determining  that  the  study  of  medicine,  which 
lay  close  to  his  heart,  should  become  his  lifetime 
calling,  he  began  to  learn  the  rudiments  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  from  prominent  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
the  day.  He  then  completed  courses  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  was  subsequently 
enabled  to  earn  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
Almost  immediately  after  this  in  1828,  he  settled 
in  Tompkinsville,  thus  beginning  his  career  as  a 
physician  that  was  to  contribute  so  much  to  the 
development  of  the  community  and  to  the  island-at- 
large.  His  announcement  in  the  “Richmond  Repub¬ 
lican”  of  May  1 7,  1828,  was  a  modest  indication  of 
the  beginning  of  his  practice  here  and  was  character¬ 
istic  of  the  times.  It  read  as  follows:  “Dr.  Samuel  R. 
Smith  respectfully  informs  the  inhabitants  of  Tomp¬ 
kinsville  and  its  vicinity  that  he  has  taken  up  his 
residence  in  the  village,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  William 

S.  Root,  and  offers  to  them  his  professional  serv¬ 
ices.”  From  that  time  until  his  passing,  he  fol¬ 
lowed  a  useful  career  in  this  honored  profession  and 
as  an  esteemed  citizen  in  his  adopted  place  of  resi¬ 
dence  he  took  a  worthy  part. 

Many  are  the  anecdotes  which  serve  to  show  his 
acts  of  benevolence  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held.  His  indefatigable  energy  and  unselfish¬ 
ness  are  brought  to  light  through  numerous  recorded 
incidents,  one  of  which  may  serve  to  indicate  these 
qualities,  together  with  his  unbounded  generosity. 

Late  one  cold  winter  night  Dr.  Smith  was  awakened 
by  a  loud  knock  at  his  door.  He  opened  the  door 
and  beheld  a  poor  lighterman  who  said  that  his  wife 
required  the  doctor’s  services  as  soon  as  possible. 
Without  delay  Dr.  Smith  dressed  and  went  out  with 
the  man  into  the  teeth  of  a  driving  snowstorm.  He 
hastened  to  the  lighterman’s  dwelling,  performed  the 
service  required  of  him  and  was  preparing  to  return 
to  his  home  when  the  lighterman  tendered  him  five 
silver  dollars,  at  the  same  time  saying  that  he  had 
saved  up  this  money  for  several  weeks  against  the 
time  when  there  would  be  an  addition  to  his  fam¬ 
ily.  Dr.  Smith  refused  the  proffered  fee,  saying: 
“You  need  the  money  more  than  I  do;  your  expenses, 
in  the  present  condition  of  your  family  will  be  heavier 
than  usual,  so  instead  of  taking  your  money  you 
must  allow  me  to  add  to  it.”  At  the  same  time  the 
doctor  laid  a  five-dollar  bank  note  upon  the  table  and 
hurried  away  scarcely  before  receiving  the  man’s  ex¬ 
pressions  of  gratitude. 

In  carrying  on  his  work  there  was  no  hazard  too 
great  to  stop  Dr.  Smith,  nor  was  there  an  hour  of 
the  day  or  night  which  found  him  unwilling  to  an¬ 
swer  a  call  for  assistance.  Added  to  this,  happily, 
was  an  unfailing  skill  in  medicine  which  stood  him 
in  good  stead. 

Slightly  under  ordinary  stature  with  a  physique 


that  was  not  outwardly  robust,  Dr.  Smith  was  active 
in  movement  and  firm  of  step.  His  voice  was  soft 
and  low  and  his  countenance  bespoke  a  kindly  and 
benevolent  nature.  He  was  one  who  cultivated  many 
long  and  enduring  friendships  and  his  aid  in  move¬ 
ments  of  civic  worth  throughout  the  island  was  ever 
present.  He  a£ted  as  treasurer  of  the  Dutch  Re¬ 
formed  Church  for  sixteen  years  and  belonged  to 
a  number  of  other  important  associations. 

Dr.  Smith  married  Maria  Jones,  a  teacher,  and 
a  member  of  an  old  Long  Island  family.  They  had 
the  following  children:  1.  Samuel  R.,  Jr.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Eleanor  Abilow;  they  became  parents  of  one 
child  who  died  in  infancy.  2.  Amelia  G.,  born  May 
14,  1830,  married  Stephen  K.  Ludlow;  and  to  them 
three  children  were  born,  Samuel  R.  the  3d,  Agnes, 
and  Ogden  C.  3.  Charles  C.,  married  Henrietta  Hal¬ 
stead,  and  they  had  twins,  Frank  and  Julia,  who 
died  in  infancy.  It  is  through  the  courtesy  of  Miss 
Agnes  Ludlow,  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Smith  that  we 
are  indebted  for  the  story  of  his  life  appearing  in 
this  work. 

Dr.  Smith’s  death  occurred  December  24,  1851, 
and  his  final  interment  several  years  later  took  place 
in  Silvermount  Cemetery  where  a  monument  to  his 
memory  now  stands.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
October  31,  1869,  her  death  occurring  at  the  age  of 
seventy. 

It  was  approximately  ten  years  after  Dr.  Smith 
left  this  sphere  of  activity  that  the  first  dispensary 
on  Staten  Island  was  founded,  the  men  planning  this 
much-needed  institution  deciding  to  name  it  in  1861 
“The  S.  R.  Smith  Dispensary”;  and  two  years  later 
on  November  20,  the  appellation  became  that  of  “The 
S.  R.  Smith  Infirmary.”  Dr.  William  C.  Anderson 
was  the  guiding  spirit  behind  the  project  and  he  was 
aided  generously  by  other  men  of  medicine  through¬ 
out  the  island,  as  well  as  numerous  local  residents. 
Its  first  location  was  at  the  corner  of  Bay  Street 
and  Union  Place,  and  on  June  20,  1864,  the  first  home 
of  the  new  infirmary  was  formally  opened  in  one  of 
the  old  hospital  buildings  situated  within  the  Quaran¬ 
tine  grounds,  then  on  the  east  side  of  the  former 
Tompkins  Avenue,  New  Brighton.  The  year  1882 
marked  the  death  of  Dr.  William  C.  Anderson,  but 
the  memory  of  Dr.  Smith  was  still  cherished  by  an¬ 
other  admirer  in  the  person  of  Dr.  George  W. 
Frost  who  purchased  in  1887  six  acres  of  ground 
on  Castleton  Avenue  for  the  future  expansion  of  this 
institution.  It  was  not  until  1917,  when  it  had  under¬ 
gone  several  substantial  transformations  and  was 
gaining  steadily  in  recognition  that  the  name  was 
changed  to  that  of  “The  Staten  Island  Hospital,” 
a  more  universal  title  applicable  to  the  community-at- 
large.  However,  in  these  late  times  frequent  are  the 
references  to  “The  S.  R.  Smith  Infirmary,”  its 
original  name,  which  in  turn  reflects  the  honored  ca¬ 
reer  of  the  one  for  whom  it  was  endowed. 


LESTER  LEMAN  ELLIS — In  the  development 
and  progress  of  Staten  Island,  modern  real  estate 
methods  have  taken  a  prominent  part,  and  as  one  of 
the  realtors  of  this  vicinity,  Lester  L.  Ellis  has  had 
an  active  hand  in  the  improvements  and  advances 
that  have  taken  place  during  recent  years.  Mr.  Ellis 
was  president  of  the  widely-known  firm,  Lester  L. 
Ellis,  Incorporated,  which  operated  throughout  this 
section,  being  especially  successful  as  odd-lot  spe¬ 
cialists.  They  had  a  large  clientele  in  building  proj¬ 
ects,  having  acquired  a  reputation  for  handling  real 
estate  developments,  and  for  promptness  and  ability 
to  obtain  results  as  efficient  sales  agents.  On  March 
1,  1930,  Mr.  Ellis  merged  and  incorporated  his  firm 
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with  other  well  known  real  estate  and  insurance  men 
under  the  name,  Lynch,  Robertson,  Doyle,  and  Ellis, 
with  headquarters  located  at  No.  1190  Castleton  Ave¬ 
nue,  West  New  Brighton.  Mr.  Ellis  follows  the  tra¬ 
ditions  of  his  distinguished  grandfather,  who  was  a 
pioneer  resident  of  New  Brighton,  having  settled 
here  when  it  was  a  village. 

Lester  L.  Ellis,  born  in  New  Brighton,  November 
29,  1897,  is  the  son  of  I.  C.  E.  and  Rachel  (Isaacs) 
Ellis,  and  grandson  of  Michael  Isaacs,  a  native  of 
Staten  Island,  who  died  in  February,  1926,  aged 
ninety-seven  years.  His  mother  was  a  native  of  New 
Brighton.  His  father,  who  died  in  1915,  was  first 
engaged  in  the  building  business  in  Bayonne,  New 
Jersey,  and  later  came  to  Staten  Island,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  original  trade.  In  Bayonne,  New  Jersey, 
he  developed  an  entirely  new  secetion  and  built 

thereon  a  large  number  of  splendid  two-family  houses 
for  families  of  moderate  means. 

Lester  L.  Ellis  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Stapleton  and  in  Curtis  High  School,  and  while 

at  school  he  was  prominent  as  an  athlete,  displaying 

considerable  talent  in  professional  baseball  and  foot¬ 
ball.  In  his  scholastic  work  he  was  active  on  the 
debating  team  and  shone  to  advantage  on  prize¬ 

speaking  contests,  being  also  a  constant  reader  of  good 
literature.  Completing  his  college  career,  he  em¬ 
barked  on  a  business  venture,  April  1,  1918,  first  in 
the  cotton  goods  business,  and  in  two  years  time  he 
rose  to  the  position  of  head  of  the  converting  depart¬ 
ment,  having  charge  of  fabric  design.  He  was  next 
associated  with  his  uncle  in  the  canned  food  business, 
and  then  with  his  brother,  Jerome,  formed  the  Ellis 
Realty  Company,  having  as  assets  only  a  determined 
ambition  to  succeed  and  an  agreeable  personality. 
Their  equipment  consisted  only  of  the  telephone  and 
a  small  automobile,  but  in  the  first  week  in  one  large 
sale  they  realized  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dol¬ 
lars  which  enabled  them  to  purchase  signs  and  inaug¬ 
urate  an  advertising  campaign.  His  brother,  Jerome, 
erected  the  signs  and  this  advertising  and  publicity 
brought  them  increased  business  and  a  substantial 
clientele.  They  added  to  their  organization  by  pur¬ 
chasing  a  second-hand  typewriter  and  renting  a  small 
office  for  ten  dollars  a  month,  but  the  building  in 
which  they  were  located  was  soon  torn  down  so  they 
rented  a  store  at  No.  17  Union  Place,  and  progressed 
steadily,  imbued  as  they  were  with  the  spirit  of  their 
enterprise.  They  engaged  a  stenographer  and  as 
business  warranted,  several  salesmen  were  employed, 
while  Mr.  Ellis  took  over  the  outside  work.  His 
brother,  Jerome,  studied  law  at  the  New  York  Law 
School,  and  graduated  with  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  June,  1927,  being  admitted  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  in  April,  1929;  he  is  now  located  at  No. 
56  Bay  Street,  St.  George.  On  January  1,  1927,  the 
business  was  incorporated  by  the  three  Ellis  Brothers, 
with  Lester  L.  Ellis,  president  and  treasurer;  Neil 
F.  MacDonald,  vice-president;  Jerome  O.  Ellis, 
secretary;  and  Sidney  H.  Ellis,  a  director.  The 
last-mentioned  brother  is  now  with  the  new  firm  of 
Lynch,  Robertson,  Doyle,  and  Ellis. 

Lester  L.  Ellis  is  one  of  the  popular  young  men 
of  the  Island,  taking  a  prominent  part  in  everything 
concerning  civic  well-being;  in  fraternal  circles  he 
is  active  in  the  affairs  of  Aquehonga  Lodge,  No.  906, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  known  as  the 
founder  and  a  charter  member  of  the  Sarasota 
(Florida)  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
the  Real  Estate  Board,  and  the  Stapleton  Board  of 
Trade.  His  hobby  is  golf,  in  which  he  finds  much 


recreation.  Mr.  Ellis  is  the  donor  of  the  tourna¬ 
ment  golf  prizes  and  in  the  interests  of  the  Horticul¬ 
tural  Society  donated  the  cup  which  was  won  by 
Neil  F.  MacDonald,  his  business  associate.  During 
the  great  land  boom  in  Florida,  Mr.  Ellis  spent  much 
of  his  time  in  that  State  and  accomplished  a  number 
of  successful  deals.  He  and  his  two  brothers  are 
unmarried.  The  former  offices  of  the  company  were 
located  in  the  Pape  Building,  Stapleton.  Mr.  Ellis 
resides  in  the  Pentz  Apartments,  St.  George. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  HOFFMAN— A  life-long 

resident  of  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Hoffman  has  followed 
the  architectural  profession  for  about  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  In  1905  he  became  associated  with  the 
famous  architectural  firm  of  Carrere  and  Hastings, 
New  York,  continuing  until  his  career  was  inter¬ 
rupted  by  service  with  the  United  States  Housing 
Corporation  during  the  World  War.  Upon  comple¬ 
tion  of  hostilities  he  established  himself  in  practice 
under  his  own  name  and  has  met  with  success  in  the 
construction  of  a  number  of  public  and  private  build¬ 
ings  on  Staten  Island  and  elsewhere. 

The  native  land  of  the  Hoffman  family  was  Ger¬ 
many,  where  Henry  Hoffmann,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  resided.  He  was  born  in  Frankfort  in  that 
country,  was  educated  there,  and  came  to  America 
in  1850.  Arriving  here,  he  settled  in  New  York, 
and  followed  the  profession  of  a  stationary  engineer. 
He  came  to  Staten  Island  about  1874  and  became 
associated  with  the  Dean  Linseed  Oil  Works  in 
Port  Richmond  as  chief  engineer.  His  marriage  took 
place  in  New  York,  in  1854,  to  Elisa  Reichold,  and 
they  became  parents  of  the  following  children: 
August  G.,  father  of  our  subject;  William,  now  liv¬ 
ing  on  Staten  Island;  and  Henry  G.,  deceased. 

August  G.  Hoffmann,  born  December  24,  1856,  in 
New  York,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  there 
and  in  the  parochial  schools  on  Staten  Island.  After 
completing  his  studies,  he  engaged  in  the  jewelry 
business  for  nearly  two  years,  but  was  forced  to  give 
up  this  endeavor  because  of  ill  health.  He  then 
entered  the  employ  of  Fishel,  Adler  and  Schwartz, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
thus  completing  a  period  of  service  that  was  marked 
by  characteristic  loyalty  and  application  to  duty. 
His  next  association  was  with  V.  G.  Fischer,  where 
he  specialized  in  “Old  Masters”  paintings.  A  five- 
year  service  with  this  firm  was  followed  by  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  connection  with  Henry  Schultheis 
and  Company  at  No.  142  Fulton  Street,  New  York, 
where  he  remains  at  the  present  day. 

August  G.  Hoffmann  married,  on  May  21,  1884, 
Elizabeth  Henrietta  Matthius,  daughter  of  William 
and  Louisa  (Rendel)  Matthius,  of  a  well-known 
family  on  Staten  Island  and  one  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  St.  John’s  Lutheran  Church.  In  1882  Mr. 
Hoffman  was  listed  as  secretary  of  the  Church.  .He 
and  his  wife  had  the  following  children:  William 
Henry,  of  whom  further;  Carl  A.,  treasurer. of  the 
John  A.  Casey  Company,  of  New  York,  lives  in 
Milburn,  New  Jersey;  Edith  Louise,  now  Mrs.  John 
Warth,  of  Livingston,  New  Jersey;  and  Helene,  now 
Mrs.  F.  Strodel,  of  East  Orange,  New  Jersey. 

William  H.  Hoffman  (the  first  of  the  family  to 
drop  the  last  “n”  from  the  name)  was  born  in 
Port  Richmond,  March  18,  1885.  He  obtained  his 
education  in  the  Lutheran  Parochial  School,  Port 
Richmond,  and  at  Port  Richmond  High  School, 
after  which  he  entered  the  offices  of  Carrere  and 
Hastings,  one  of  the  most  famous  of  American  archi¬ 
tectural  firms,  studying  architecture  and  comple- 
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menting  these  studies  with  courses  in  the  extension 
department  of  Columbia  University.  His  progress 
was  rapid  and  he  became  assistant  to  the  superin¬ 
tendent  of  construction  at  the  New  York  Public 
Library,  Forty-second  Street  and  Fifth  Avenue,  and 
was  also  connected  in  a  similar  capacity  with  various 
other  important  operations  handled  by  his  firm.  Mr. 
Hoffman  possesses  a  special  talent  for  executive  work 
and  for  supervising  the  work  of  others,  rather  than 
for  designing,  and  during  his  many  years  associa¬ 
tion  with  Carrere  and  Hastings  he  was  constantly 
in  charge  of  seeing  that  the  firm’s  plans  were  carried 
out  by  builders  and  contractors.  During  this  service 
he  performed  important  duties  in  connection  with 
the  erection  of  residences,  including  those  of  Senator 
Aldrich,  Honorable  Elihu  Root,  Murray  Guggen¬ 
heim,  and  others,  as  well  as  the  Richmond  Borough 
Hall  and  many  other  noteworthy  edifices.  His  career 
was  temporarily  interrupted  when  the  United  States 
entered  the  World  War  on  the  side  of  the  allies  in 
1917,  at  which  time  he  promptly  offered  his  services 
to  his  country.  Less  than  twenty-four  hours  before 
he  was  sworn  into  active  military  service,  the  United 
States  Housing  Corporation  claimed  his  services.  Six 
months  later  he  was  transferred  to  Staten  Island  to 
supervise  the  transfer  of  materials  for  houses  and 
their  construction  on  Staten  Island,  but  the  signing 
of  the  armistice  prevented  the  actual  carrying  out 
of  this  work. 

After  his  return  to  civilian  life  Mr.  Hoffman  es¬ 
tablished  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
under  his  own  name  with  offices  on  Staten  Island. 
He  is  also  associated  with  Robert  W.  Gardner, 
(q.  v.)  another  prominent  architect.  During  the  last 
ten  years  he  has  designed  many  private  residences, 
including  those  of  Dr.  H.  A.  Craig,  Kenneth  D. 
Smith,  and  Adolph  Glaser;  Trinity  Lutheran  Church, 
Brooklyn;  the  Richmond  County  Buick  Company 
Building;  the  West  New  Brighton  Bank  Building; 
Richmond  Memorial  Hospital;  the  Wartburg  Luth¬ 
eran  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  in  Brooklyn; 
and  many  other  important  buildings  on  Staten  Island 
and  elsewhere.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Staten  Island  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Architects.  His  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  for  five  years  he 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Manhattan  District,  Luth¬ 
eran  Young  People’s  Society,  which  is  now  known 
as  the  Walther  League. 

Mr.  Hoffman  married,  September  4,  1919,  Esther 
Wolf,  a  native  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Paul  E.  and  Marie  (Knothe)  Wolf.  Mrs. 
Hoffman’s  father  is  a  native  of  Germany,  where  his 
family  was  engaged  in  the  lace  manufacturing  busi¬ 
ness  for  several  generations.  Her  parents  came  to 
this  country  about  i860  and  settled  at  Fort  Wayne, 
where  her  father  soon  afterwards  established  a  manu¬ 
facturing  business.  This  business  has  grown  con¬ 
siderably  and  Mr.  Wolf,  though  seventy-nine  years 
old,  continues  to  take  an  active  interest  in  business 
affairs,  being  the  head  of  several  corporations  in¬ 
cluding  the  Wolf  Tent  and  Awning  Company,  and 
the  Wolf  Bedding  Company,  Incorporated.  In  the 
conduct  of  these  flourishing  concerns  there  are  asso¬ 
ciated  with  him  his  sons,  Erwin,  Robert  E.,  Hebert 
T.,  Otto,  and  Paul  E.  Wolf,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman  are  the  parents  of  one  son, 
Arthur  Wolf  Hoffman,  born  March  13,  1921.  Since 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Hoffman  has  resided  at  No.  65 
Duer  Lane,  Brighton  Heights. 


AUGUSTUS  G.  MARSCHER— Loyal  service  to 
his  country  and  helpfulness  to  his  fellowmen  have 
marked  the  career  of  Augustus  G.  Marscher,  of 
Prince  Bay.  He  is  recognized  throughout  Staten 
Island  for  the  abilities  he  has  displayed  in  com¬ 
munity  work  of  every  description  and  for  his  untiring 
efforts  in  behalf  of  such  interests  that  have  a  useful 
and  far-reaching  effect. 

Of  a  family  of  seven  children,  Mr.  Marscher  was 
born  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  June  13,  1871, 
the  son  of  William  F.  and  Mary  (Rosencrans) 
Marscher.  His  father,  a  native  of  Alsace-Lorraine, 
came  to  America  in  early  manhood,  settled  in  Charles¬ 
ton  and  became  a  well-known  merchant.  Mary 
Rosencrans,  his  wife,  was  of  German  birth  and  came 
to  America  a  number  of  years  prior  to  the  Civil 
War.  The  other  children  born  to  the  elder  Mar- 
schers  were:  Mary,  deceased;  William,  one  of  the 
organizers,  and  now  vice-president  of  the  Peoples 
Bank  in  Beaufort,  South  Carolina;  John;  and  Kath¬ 
ryn,  deceased;  Arthur,  twin  brother  of  Mr.  Mar¬ 
scher,  is  a  retired  construction  engineer  residing  in 
Syracuse,  New  York;  and  Mattie,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
John  Paulsen  of  Savannah,  Georgia. 

The  early  education  of  Augustus  G.  Marscher  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  after 
which  he  attended  Pinckney  Academy,  in  Charleston. 
The  life  of  traveling  held  an  attraction  for  him; 
and  for  a  number  of  years  he  engaged  in  the  marine 
and  engineering  business.  Staten  Island  was  one  of 
the  places  he  had  seen  in  his  travels  and  it  greatly 
attracted  him,  by  reason  of  its  nearness  to  the  sea  and 
because  he  believed,  that  as  time  went  on,  it  was 
destined  to  become  one  of  the  important  residential 
sections  of  New  York  City.  In  1894  he  located  at 
Prince  Bay  and  took  employment  in  the  S.  S. 
White  Dental  Manufacturing  Company.  He  left  the 
White  interests  in  1900  and  started  in  the  marine 
business  and  the  building  of  small  yachts.  In  this 
line  of  work  he  was  very  successful  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  it  until  the  entrance  of  the  United  States 
into  the  World  War,  when  he  immediately  took  his 
part  in  public  service  and  community  work.  During 
the  war  he  was  chairman  of  the  local  Draft  Board 
and  participated  generally  as  leader  in  all  local  activ¬ 
ities  contingent  with  that  great  conflict.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  chosen  as  head  of  the  United  States 
Employment  Service  on  Staten  Island,  finding  em¬ 
ployment  for  2,971  persons,  soldiers,  sailors,  and 
civilians.  He  retired  from  this  office  in  1920  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  his  properties  in  Prince  Bay, 
developing  a  large  number  of  home  sites.  Mr.  Mar¬ 
scher  was  secretary  and  director  of  Prince  Bay 
Oyster  Company,  Limited,  for  twenty-five  years.  He 
was  in  charge  of  the  celebration  of  running  the  first 
electric  train  on  the  South  Shore  of  Staten  Island. 
In  1922  he  organized  the  South  Shore  Protective 
Association,  a  civic  organization  of  about  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  members,  the  largest  body  of  its  kind  on  Staten 
Island  and  perhaps,  the  largest  in  the  metropolitan 
district.  He  has  been  the  president  since  the  year 
of  its  inception.  He  was  appointed  superintendent 
of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Chil¬ 
dren,  serving  from  1924  to  1926,  inclusive.  In  1922, 
1923,  1924,  and  again  in  1927,  1928,  1929,  and  1930, 
he  was  elected  commodore  of  the  Prince  Bay  Yacht 
Club  and  in  September,  1930,  he  was  made  honorary 
commodore  and  a  life  member  because  of  his  service  to 
the  club  and  his  sportsmanship.  On  September  26, 
1926,  he  was  unanimously  selected  as  chairman  of 
the  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey  Bridge  Celebra¬ 
tion  Committee,  in  recognition  of  his  many  years  of 
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agitation  for  the  construction  of  bridges  between  Tot- 
tenville  and  Perth  Amboy.  He  was  present  when 
Governor  Alfred  E.  Smith  signed  the  first  bill  for 
the  construction  of  the  bridge  between  Tottenville 
and  Perth  Amboy.  This  was  on  May  3,  1923,  and 
Mr.  Marscher  treasures  the  pen  with  which  the  bill 
was  signed  and  which  was  presented  to  him  by  the 
Governor.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Richmond 
Memorial  Hospital  and  an  energetic  worker  for  its 
financial  needs,  having  directed  the  first  drive  for  the 
new  building  recently  completed.  As  president  of  the 
South  Shore  Protective  Association  he  appointed  the 
first  committee,  on  September  23,  1924,  at  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Tottenville,  for  the  preservation  of  the  old 
Billopp  or  Conference  House,  and  is  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  and  director  of  the  Conference  House  Associa¬ 
tion.  A  Democrat  in  politics  Mr.  Marscher  has  ever 
been  interested  in  the  work  of  the  party  as  a  member 
of  the  South  Shore  Democratic  Club.  He  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  Tottenville  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus. 

On  June  13,  1890,  Mr.  Marscher  was  married  to 
Anne  M.  Van  Wyk,  daughter  of  the  late  Captain 
John  M.  and  Petronella  (Smitch)  Van  Wyk,  of 
Prince  Bay.  Captain  Van  Wyk  came  from  Delft, 
Holland,  to  America  with  his  wife  in  1849  and  settled 
in  Prince  Bay.  During  his  active  years  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  an  oyster  planter,  being  the  owner 
of  oyster  beds  here  and  elsewhere.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Marscher  and  her  sister  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Thomas 
Silk,  of  Prince  Bay,  survive. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marscher  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  1.  Petronella,  who  is  by  profession  a  private 
secretary  and  resides  at  home.  2.  Van  Wyk,  a  con¬ 
struction  engineer  and  foreman,  who  with  his  wife, 
Kathryn  Sayles,  of  Pottsdam,  New  York,  reside  at 
Great  Kills;  they  have  two  sons  and  one  daughter: 
James,  Mary,  and  William.  3.  Augustus  A.,  who  is 
secretary  of  the  Stewart  Dickson  Company,  of  Man¬ 
hattan,  brokers  in  steamship  engineering  supplies; 
married  Kathryn  Hayes,  of  Revere,  Massachusetts, 
and  one  son,  Augustus  Stewart,  was  born  to  them. 

The  residence  of  the  elder  Marschers  is  com¬ 
fortably  situated  at  No.  21  Marscher  Place,  Prince 
Bay. 


MRS.  SALLIE  (KERN)  STEINROCK— The 

growth  and  expansion  of  this  country,  fraught  as  it 
was  with  the  early  dangers  and  hardships  that  of 
necessity  were  endured  by  our  courageous  and  toiling 
founders,  is  truly  one  of  the  fascinating  studies  of 
history.  Foremost  in  the  settlement  of  the  American 
Colonies  and  in  the  consolidation  of  our  territorial 
domains,  one  comes  upon  groups  of  those  pioneers 
who  possessed  indomitable  wills,  determination  and 
hardihood,  through  which  the  destiny  of  this  nation 
was  subsequently  shaped. 

Of  these,  the  names  of  George  Boone,  3d,  progeni¬ 
tor  of  the  Boone  family  in  America  and  Daniel  Boone, 
the  intrepid  frontiersman,  are  interesting  and  most 
historical.  They  were  men  who  displayed  both  in¬ 
dustry  and  valor  during  a  period  when  the  land  was 
inhabited  by  tribes  of  Indians,  and  the  elements  of 
nature  challenged  the  rugged  minds  and  bodies  of 
our  settlers.  In  this  review  are  recounted  also  other 
ancestors  of  Mrs.  Steinrock,  among  them  the  Kern 
and  Hahn  families  who  contributed  to  our  military 
forces;  and  reference  is  made  to  the  Steinrocks  who 
likewise  are  worthy  of  mention.  Surely  the  descend¬ 
ants  of  such  an  honored  ancestry  may  be  justly  proud 
of  their  achievements  in  the  generations  to  come. 

From  a  heritage  such  as  this,  Mrs.  Sallie  H. 


(Kern)  Steinrock,  Past  Regent  of  the  Staten  Island 
Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  is  descended.  The  native  home  of  Mrs.  Stein¬ 
rock,  whose  parents  were  Franklin  Boone  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Hahn)  Kern,  was  in  Schuylkill  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  but  her  early  life  was  spent  in  Birdsboro, 
that  State,  where  the  Kern  family  located  soon  after 
her  birth.  She  was  one  of  two  daughters,  her  sister 
being  the  wife,  of  the  Rev.  James  Bowman  May, 
well  known  Episcopal  clergyman  of  Lansford,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

The  Boones  were  long  seated  in  Exeter,  England. 
The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America  was  George 
Boone,  3d,  born  in  England  in  1666,  who  married 
Mary  Maugridge.  Their  son,  Squire  Boone,  was  the 
father  of  Daniel  Boone,  about  whom  extensive  men¬ 
tion  is  made  in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
George  Boone  and  his  wife  located  in  1717  in  Bucks 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  two  years  later  in  Berks 
County,  nearby.  He  acquired,  from  the  renowned 
William  Penn,  a  personal  friend  of  his,  a  grant  of 
land  consisting  of  over  four  hundred  acres,  lying  be¬ 
tween  the  Oley  Hills  and  the  Schuylkill  River.  Out¬ 
standing  among  his  accomplishments  in  adding  a 
notable  measure  of  civilization  to  the  surrounding 
district,  was  the  building  of  the  first  flour  mill  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  which  he  operated  himself, 
and  later  in  1720,  he  built  a  log  cabin.  The  fire¬ 
place  in  this  cabin  is  still  standing  and  has  been 
marked  by  the  Berks  County  Historical  Societ3r.  In 
addition  to  such  activities,  he  also  helped  to  erect 
and  operate,  with  several  others,  the  first  iron  forge 
in  that  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  colony.  A  will 
drawn  by  him  a  few  years  previous  to  his  death  was 
the  first  to  be  recorded  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  also  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  land  surveyor, 
and  generally  a  man  of  affairs  during  that  period. 

In  Mrs.  Steinrock’s  ancestry  can  also  be  found 
forebears  of  Holland-Dutch  extraction.  Her  great- 
great-grandmother,  Mary  Boone,  a  niece  of  Daniel 
Boone,  was  married  to  Michael  Kern,  a  native  of 
Germantown,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  1757, 
his  father,  Henry  Kern,  having  come  to  America 
in  1740  from  Rotterdam,  Holland.  Michael  Kern 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  from  1776 
to  1781  and  saw  active  service  at  the  Battle  of  Brandy¬ 
wine,  and  was  with  General  Washington  at  Valley 
Forge.  In  the  battle  of  Germantown  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  but  escaped  shortly  afterward.  The  son 
of  Michael  and  Mary  (Boone)  Kern  was  Samuel 
Kern,  who  was  born  in  Exeter,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1797.  He  in  turn,  married  Elizabeth  Boone,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Anna  (Davis)  Boone,  and 
their  son  was  Franklin  Boone  Kern,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Steinrock. 

The  birth  of  Franklin  B.  Kern  occurred  March 
24,  1832,  at  Exeter,  and  as  a  young  man  he  fought 
in  the  Civil  War,  as  captain  of  the  128th  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteers.  In  civil  life  he  managed  a  mer¬ 
chandising  business  in  Birdsboro,  Pennsylvania.  As 
a  member  of  a  lodge  of  the  Masonic  Order,  at  Read¬ 
ing,  Pennsylvania,  he  was  active  in  that  body  until 
his  death  in  1903. 

Mrs.  Steinrock,  on  the  maternal  side,  is  a  member 
of  the  Hahn  family  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  fore¬ 
bears  fought  for  the  just  cause  of  liberty  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution.  Her  mother,  Elizabeth  Hahn, 
was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Ergood)  Hahn. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Birds¬ 
boro  and  active  in  its  work  and  support.  She  passed 
away  in  1927  at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 

Mrs.  Steinrock  received  an  elementary  and  a  high 
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school  education  in  the  schools  of  Birdsboro.  Later 
in  life  she  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Marquet 
Steinrock,  also  of  that  place.  Mr.  Steinrock  came 
of  a  family  of  German  lineage  and  is  of  the  fifth 
generation  of  that  name  in  this  country.  His  parents 
were  Isaac  and  Amelia  (Marquet)  Steinrock  and 
his  birth  occurred  in  Greshville,  Pennsylvania,  on 
October  n,  1868.  Isaac  Steinrock  served  through¬ 
out  the  Civil  War  in  the  Union  cause.  Mr.  Stein¬ 
rock  was  formerly  employed  with  the  C.  W.  Hunt 
Company,  on  Staten  Island,  but  is  now  associated 
with  Babcock  and  Wilcox,  of  Bayonne,  New  Jersey. 
A  member  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  he  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Mecca 
Temple  of  New  York. 

Shortly  after  their  marriage  in  1894,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Steinrock  removed  to  Staten  Island  and  have  lived 
there  ever  since.  They  have  one  son,  Franklin  Kern 
Steinrock,  of  the  class  of  1918,  Cornell  University, 
where  he  pursued  a  course  in  mechanical  engineering. 
At  present  he  is  connected  with  the  New  York  offices 
of  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Corporation,  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  of  the  Masonic 
Order. 

Mrs.  Steinrock  has  been  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  for  several  years,  and  has  recently  completed 
her  term  of  office  as  Regent  of  this  chapter.  She  is 
president  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Port 
Richmond  Day  Nursery,  having  formerly  held  the 
office  of  recording  secretary.  The  Boone  Family 
Association,  an  organization  that  has  representatives 
throughout  the  United  States,  is  a  society  with  which 
she  has  been  long  identified.  Her  membership  in  the 
Daughters  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  is  like¬ 
wise  one  of  many  years  standing. 

Though  originally  affiliated  with  the  Lutheran 
Church,  the  Steinrock  family  now  attend  the  Port 
Richmond  Reformed  Church.  Their  place  of  resi¬ 
dence  is  No.  56  Harrison  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


MEDAD  ELISHA  STONE— Of  a  family  resi¬ 
dent  in  Staten  Island  about  three-score  years  and 
which  has  aided  substantially  in  the  industrial,  civic, 
and  social  progress,  Medad  E.  Stone  of  New  Brigh¬ 
ton  is  esteemed  as  a  citizen  for  the  valuable  service 
he  has  rendered  such  institutions  that  have  for  their 
purpose  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity-at-large. 

The  Stone  family  is  of  English  descent  and  was 
among  the  first  to  settle  along  the  Sound  in  mid¬ 
southern  Connecticut,  where  its  progenitors  bearing 
the  name  aided  in  the  founding  of  a  settlement.  Two 
brothers,  John  and  William  Stone,  sons  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Stone,  a  non-Conformist  divine,  and  natives 
of  Hereford-on-the-Wye,  Herefordshire,  England, 
near  the  town  of  Guildford,  were  among  that  group 
of  hardy  settlers  in  that  part  of  Connecticut.  In  the 
company  of  Surrey  and  Kent  men  led  by  William 
Leete  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Whitfield,  the  Stones 
set  sail  for  the  New  World  on  May  20,  1639,  and 
arrived  in  America  some  weeks  later.  True  to  the 
solemn  covenant  they  had  sworn  to  obey,  they  founded 
the  village  of  Guilford  (named  for  Guildford,  Eng¬ 
land),  one  of  Connecticut’s  oldest  towns.  Medad  E. 
Stone  is  a  descendant  of  the  pioneer,  John  Stone, 
who  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Guilford  and 
was  interred  there.  Records  thereabouts  relate  many 
events  in  their  family  history,  and  throughout  the 
ensuing  years  their  members  were  married  with  other 
ancient  New  England  forebears. 

Elisha  Goldsmith  Stone,  grandfather  of  Mr.  Stone, 


like  those  before  him  was  a  native  of  Guilford,  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  in  the  year  1808.  After  spending  the 
youthful  part  of  his  life  in  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
he  moved  westward  to  Ohio  early  in  the  nineteenth 
century  and  was  in  turn  among  the  pioneers  to  settle 
on  the  then  western  frontier  in  the  middle  Atlantic 
States.  There  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  and 
passed  away  in  Cincinnati,  in  1840.  His  wife  was 
Susannah  Whitney,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  five 
children  born  in  Cincinnati,  as  follows:  Leverett 
Elisha  Goldsmith;  Eliza,  who  married  James  Mur- 
nan  of  Covington,  Kentucky;  Dollie,  who  became 
Mrs.  Robert  Macready  of  Cincinnati;  Olive,  who 
married  Seymour  B.  Avery,  also  of  Cincinnati;  and 
Medad  Whitney. 

Medad  Whitney  Stone  was  born  March  1,  1831. 
He  was  a  merchant  and  broker  in  grains  in  Ohio, 
but  on  account  of  wider  business  interests  he  jour¬ 
neyed  eastward  the  latter  part  of  1873,  and  settled 
on  Staten  Island,  where  the  family  has  since  resided. 
He  engaged  with  a  contemporary,  J.  A.  Bostwick, 
in  the  construction  of  warehouses  and  piers  at  Tomp- 
kinsville,  and  was  one  of  the  first  thus  occupied  in 
such  activities  along  the  waterfront.  The  American 
Dock  Terminal  is  an  offspring  of  this  early  develop¬ 
ment.  A  man  gifted  with  extraordinary  foresight  and 
administrative  ability,  he  was  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  citizenship  of  the  island. 

His  marriage  took  place  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
1855,  to  Emma  Forestine  Jacobs,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Chandler  and  Emma  Elise  (McMillan)  Jacobs, 
of  Cincinnati.  Medad  Whitney  Stone  and  his  wife 
had  six  children:  Susan  Whitney,  who  died  in  1891, 
unmarried;  Emma  Elise,  who  married  Ernest  Birm¬ 
ingham,  and  died  survived  by  three  daughters: 
Pearl  Belle,  who  is  unmarried,  and  resides  in  New 
York;  Medad  Elisha,  of  this  review;  Leverett  Whit¬ 
ney,  who  died  in  young  manhood;  and  Henry  Chase, 
who  died,  aged  twenty-five  years. 

Medad  Elisha  Stone  is  a  native  of  Cincinnati,  but 
has  resided  on  Staten  Island  the  major  portion  of 
his  life,  having  been  brought  here  when  a  youth.  He 
was  educated  at  the  academy  in  Cheshire,  Connect¬ 
icut,  and  early  began  his  career  in  the  field  of  busi¬ 
ness.  After  successful  experiences,  he  became  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer  of  the  Housatonic  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  and  remained  in  this  capacity  to  the  time  it 
was  consolidated  with  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
and  Hartford  road  in  1893.  Mr.  Stone  is  now  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Tucker  Company,  Inc.,  New  York,  and 
has  other  interests  including  the  office  of  trustee  of  the 
Staten  Island  Savings  Bank. 

Long  active  in  civic  affairs  on  Staten  Island,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  a  large  share  of  his  atten¬ 
tion  should  be  directed  in  the  development  of  the 
Staten  Island  Hospital,  for  his  parents  before  him 
were  interested  in  this  institution  and  gave  generous 
and  willing  aid  in  its  behalf.  Mr.  Stone  is  a  trustee 
of  the  hospital  and  chairman  of  its  executive  com¬ 
mittee.  In  previous  years  in  addition  to  being  a  trus¬ 
tee  he  had  served  as  secretary  and  vice-president. 
A  firm  believer  in  child  welfare,  he  for  some  time 
also  served  as  trustee  of  the  Staten  Island  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

The  inception  of  the  Staten  Island  Council  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America  was  due  largely  to  Mr.  Stone’s 
efforts.  In  1916  he,  with  the  first  president,  Walter 
W.  Price,  helped  to  obtain  a  charter  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Headquarters  which  placed  Scouting  in  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough  under  the  leadership  of  men  living 
on  Staten  Island.  Under  this  new  supervision  the 
local  Boy  Scout  movement  gained  appreciably  from 
both  a  personal  and  numerical  standpoint  and  now 
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is  a  firmly-built,  well-organized  unit.  Previous  to  the 
acquiring  of  the  new  charter  the  supervision  of  this 
unit  had  been  in  the  hands  of  Manhattan  executives 
whose  administration  of  affairs  had  lacked  cohesive¬ 
ness  and  strength.  In  recognition  of  his  work  in 
behalf  of  the  Scouts  Mr.  Stone  was  made  a  life 
honorary  vice-president. 

Akin  to  such  movements  he  is  treasurer  of  the 
Richmond  County  Chapter  of  the  American  National 
Red  Cross.  For  several  years  he  was  on  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Staten  Island  Academy  and  once 
served  as  president  of  this  body.  The  authors  of  this 
history  have  appreciated  his  advice  and  friendship 
through  his  membership  in  the  Staten  Island  Institute 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  he  likewise  served  as  one 
of  its  trustees  for  a  long  period.  Mr.  Stone  is  a 
member  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  New  Brighton, 
and  a  vestryman  within  this  house  of  worship. 
Among  his  other  affiliations  are  his  identity  with  the 
Staten  Island  Club,  the  Richmond  County  Country 
Club,  and  the  Hardware  Club  of  New  York.  Good 
literature  is  his  chief  diversion,  and  out-of-doors  he 
is  a  devotee  of  golf. 

Mr.  Stone  married  on  June  11,  1890,  Emma  Sterling 
Bones,  only  daughter  of  William  L.  and  Ellen  (Hub¬ 
bard)  Bones,  of  New  Brighton.  'The  Bones  family 
came  to  Staten  Island  from  Northern  New  York, 
near  Watertown,  about  the  same  time  as  did  the 
Stones.  The  Bones  ancestry  dates  back  to  early 
times  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  while  that  of  Hubbard 
is  of  English  descent,  its  members  having  been  early 
settled  in  the  Connecticut  colony.  Mrs.  Stone  is  also 
a  descendant  of  John  and  Priscilla  Alden,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Like  her  husband,  she  has 
always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Staten 
Island  Hospital,  being  vice-president  of  the  Woman’s 
Auxiliary  of  this  institution,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  Trustees,  and  a  member  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  the  Training  School,  attached  to  the  hospital.  Her 
family  in  the  past  was  influential  in  affairs  of  this 
hospital,  the  Iva  Harpster  Home  for  Nurses  having 
been  donated  in  1897  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Bones. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  all  of  whom  were  born  here  and  educated 
at  the  Staten  Island  Academy.  They  were:  1.  Mead 
WIilmer,  who  graduated  from  Cornell  University  in 
1914,  with  the  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer.  He 
married  Lillie  Seamann,  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Elise  (Garbe)  Seamann,  of  Stapleton,  and  they  have 
four  children:  Elise  E.,  Mead  Wilmer,  Jr.,  Jean, 
and  William  F.  They  now  reside  in  Garden  City, 
Long  Island.  2.  William  L.  Bones,  who  attended 
Staten  Island  Academy,  and  died  while  a  student 
there  in  1908.  3.  Iva  Harpster,  who  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  Jerome  Preston,  reside  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Richmond  County  Country  Club  at  Dongan  Hills. 
They  have  three  children:  Jerome  Preston,  Pris¬ 
cilla,  and  Nathaniel.  4.  Henry  Chase,  youngest  of 
the  family,  lives  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado.  He 
attended  Cornell  University,  class  of  1924.  Both  he 
and  Mead  Wilmer  Stone  saw  active  service  in  the 
United  States  Navy  during  the  World  War,  and 
attained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  junior  grade. 

The  Stone  residence  is  situated  at  266  St.  Mark’s 
Place,  New  Brighton. 


ABNER  HUNTER  PLATT— Born  in  Califor¬ 
nia  on  May  10,  1881,  Abner  Hunter  Platt  is  the  son 
of  Edward  C.  Platt,  of  Alabama,  and  Margaret 
(Hunter)  Platt,  of  California.  His  father,  who  was 
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at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1924,  vice-president  of  the 
Mackay  Companies,  removed  to  Kentucky  when  his 
son  was  about  six  weeks  old,  and  not  long  there¬ 
after  came  to  New  York,  making  his  home  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  where  Abner  Hunter  Platt  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  school  and  the  Latin  School.  He 
made  his  start  in  business  life  with  the  American 
Exchange  Bank  of  New  York  City  in  1900,  and 
stayed  with  this  concern  for  a  year  and  a  half.  He 
then  became  associated  with  the  Federal  Sugar  Re¬ 
fining  Company,  of  which  he  was  secretary-treasurer. 
He  was  also  interested  in  its  subsidiary  companies, 
holding  the  office  of  president  in  both  The  General 
Cooperage  and  Bag  Corporation  and  the  Syrup  Pro¬ 
ducts  Company,  with  his  office  at  No.  82  Wall  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Mr.  Platt’s  military  record  is  written  in  the 
records  of  the  Brooklyn  National  Guard,  of  which 
he  was  a  member  from  1907  to  the  formation  of 
Troop  “F,”  Cavalry.  In  the  spring  of  1912,  he  was 
detailed  to  its  command  as  captain,  and  was  per¬ 
manently  in  command  after  1913,  doing  service  on 
the  Mexican  border,  until  the  troop  was  disbanded 
in  October,  1917.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Slosson  Post  of  the 
American  Legion,  the  Staten  Island  Club,  and  the 
Richmond  County  Country  Club.  He  is  also  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Boy  Scout  organization  of  Staten  Island. 

Abner  Hunter  Platt  married,  in  1910,  Nora  Shelby 
Catchings,  of  Staten  Island,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Platt 
at  that  time  came  to  reside  at  West  New  Brighton. 
Four  sons  have  been  born  to  them:  Waddill,  Hugh 
Hunter,  Edward  Cuthbert,  and  Stuart  Catchings. 

Ill  February,  1928,  Mr.  Platt  severed  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Federal  Sugar  Refining  Company  and 
moved  to  Versailles,  Kentucky. 


JOHN  HENRY  LEADLEY  — A  native  and  life¬ 
long  resident  of  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Leadley  has  been 
engaged  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  automobile 
business  in  Port  Richmond.  As  president  of  the 
John  H.  Leadley  Company,  Incorporated,  dealers  in 
automobiles,  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  successful 
and  progressive  of  the  businessmen  of  the  commun¬ 
ity.  He  also  takes  an  active  part  in  civic,  financial 
and  fraternal  affairs  of  the  community. 

John  H.  Leadley  was  born  at  Graniteville,  March 
27,  1869,  a  son  of  John  H.  and  Ella  (Detmar)  Lead- 
ley.  His  father  was  for  many  years  connected  with 
the  firm  of  Barrett  Nephews  &  Company,  well 
known  in  the  annals  of  our  industrial  history.  Mr. 
Leadley  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  started 
a  printing  establishment  in  the  Griffith  Building, 
Port  Richmond,  where  a  weekly  paper  called  “The 
Ventilator”  was  printed  in  the  interest  of  Prohibi¬ 
tion.  It  was  edited  by  E.  W.  Bliss.  Later  he 
went  into  the  bicycle  business  and  when  the  auto¬ 
mobile  gradually  became  more  popular,  Mr.  Lead- 
ley,  like  many  other  men  previously  engaged  in 
the  bicycle  business,  saw  the  future  possibilities  of 
motor  cars.  He  entered  the  automobile  business 
at  No.  210  Richmond  Avenue,  Port  Richmond,  in 
1914,  and  in  the  ensuing  years  met  with  success. 
In  1925  he  erected  the  fine  three-story  show  room  and 
office  building,  a  fireproof  and  modernly  appointed 
structure,  at  Richmond  and  Castleton  avenues,  Port 
Richmond.  Besides  being  president  of  his  own  com¬ 
pany,  he  is  also  a  director  of  the  State  Bank  of 
Richmond  Borough.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Port 
Richmond  Board  of  Trade,  of  which  organization 
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he  was  at  one  time  treasurer,  and  his  fraternal  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Masonic  Order. 

Mr.  Leadley  is  unmarried  and  makes  his  home  at 
No.  16x4  Castleton  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 


MAJOR  DAVID  H.  CORTELYOU  — In  sum¬ 
marizing  the  history  of  the  Cortelyous  one  must 
bestow  credit  on  its  various  members  for  their  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the  early  development  of  this  com¬ 
munity  and  with  their  participation  in  civil  and 
military  affairs.  Of  the  sixth  generation  of  his  fam¬ 
ily  in  America,  and  the  grandson  of  Colonel  Aaron 
Cortelyou,  a  Staten  Island  representative  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  during  the  Revolutionary  War 
period,  Major  David  H.  Cortelyou  not  only  dis¬ 
tinguished  himself  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and 
Indian  campaigns  of  subsequent  date,  but  as  a  citi¬ 
zen  who  contributed  much  to  the  general  development 
of  the  district  in  and  about  Westerleigh. 

A  descendant  of  French  Huguenots  who  accord¬ 
ing  to  early  records  spelled  the  name  in  forms  such 
as  “Corteleau”  and  “Cortelleau,”  David  H.  Cortel- 
you’s  line  of  descent  goes  back  to  the  early  1700’s 
on  Staten  Island.  From  France  different  members 
of  the  family  migrated  into  Holland  where  they  were 
represented  for  at  least  a  few  generations,  and  in 
the  meantime  immigration  to  America  took  place. 
The  first  to  come  to  this  country  bearing  the  name 
was  Jacques  Cortelleau,  who  arrived  from  Amsterdam 
in  1652.  He  settled  permanently  on  Long  Island  and 
in  1657  laid  out  the  town  of  New  Utrecht  into  twenty 
lots  of  fifty  acres  each.  One  of  these  lots  was  appor¬ 
tioned  to  him  and  upon  it  he  built  his  home.  He 
was  a  surveyor  by  calling,  as  the  foregoing  activity 
indicates  and  is  mentioned  frequently  in  town  records, 
being  identified  in  the  civil  life  of  New  Utrecht.  In 
1670  he  was  surveyor-general  and  executed  surveys 
in  1671  and  again  from  1675  to  1677.  It  is  related 
that  in  1687,  when  the  inhabitants  of  King’s  County 
took  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  King  James  II  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Jacques  Cortelleau’s  name  was  among  them 
with  a  note  attached,  which  signified  that  he  had  been 
in  the  colony  for  thirty-five  years.  He  had  four  sons, 
all  born  on  Long  Island,  as  follows:  Jacques,  Cor¬ 
nells,  Peter,  and  William. 

The  Cortelyou  family  on  Staten  Island  is  descended 
from  that  on  Long  Island,  the  first  mention  of  the 
name  being  recorded  in  old  church  documents.  One 
Jacques  Cortelyou,  evidently  the  son  of  the  pro¬ 
genitor,  and  his  wife,  Jacomynytie  Jemima  Van  Pelt, 
had  a  daughter,  Deborah,  baptized  December  26, 
1720,  and  a  son,  Aaron,  born  in  1726.  It  is  thought 
that  this  Jacques  Cortelyou  was  the  first  to  come 
to  Staten  Island,  but  it  is  also  reported  that  Aaron 
was  the  original  settler.  The  name,  however,  is  known 
to  have  existed  here  since  the  fore-part  of  that  cen¬ 
tury. 

Aaron  Cortelyou  grew  to  sturdy  manhood,  an 
independent  and  God-fearing  citizen.  A  patriot  to 
the  core,  though  in  his  fiftieth  year  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  he  was  of 
material  aid  during  that  conflict.  He  endeavored 
steadfastly,  in  1775,  to  gain  a  Staten  Island  represen¬ 
tation  to  the  Provincial  Congress  and  was  one  of  the 
men  who  effectively  turned  attention  in  this  direction. 
He  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  this  Congress,  to¬ 
gether  with  four  companions,  all  picked  men  from 
Staten  Island.  Congress  convened  May  22,  1775,  and 
according  to  the  “Proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Con¬ 
gress,  Committee  of  Safety  and  Convention  of  New 
York,  Relating  to  Military  Matters,”  there  is  record 
of  the  following  agreement  and  order:  “Colonel  Cor¬ 
telyou  on  a  committee  to  form  and  determine  the 


Rank  of  Captains  and  Inferior  Officers  of  the  Several 
Regiments.”  The  rank  of  colonel  was  conferred  upon 
him  for  his  ardent  activity  in  the  cause  of  Colonial 
freedom. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Colonel  Aaron  Cortelyou 
continued  to  manage  the  store  that  had  claimed  his 
time  before  hostilities.  In  fact,  a  touching  incident 
which  caused  him  grave  concern  is  related  in  Morris’ 
History.  A  young  negro  brought  before  the  Colo¬ 
nial  Court  was  accused  of  robbery  of  goods  from 
the  Cortelyou  store  which  was  located  where  Andrew 
Taylor  lived.  It  is  said  that  the  negro  was  finally 
executed  though  it  is  believed  that  his  wife  had 
perpetrated  the  misdeed.  In  those  days  the  law  of 
the  times  was  rather  severe  for  even  minor  offenses. 

Colonel  Aaron  Cortelyou  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
general  affairs  of  his  district  and  the  island  at  large, 
and  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Moravian 
Church  at  New  Dorp. 

Peter  Cortelyou,  his  son,  was  a  farmer  at  Green- 
ridge.  On  December  31,  1801,  he  married  Emma 
Hillyer,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Lawrence,  Cornelius,  Peter  L.,  Elizabeth, 
and  Emmeline. 

Lawrence  Cortelyou  was  born  at  Greenridge,  and 
there  received  his  education  at  the  district  school. 
He  also  followed  the  occupation  of  farmer  in  his 
native  district.  He  married  Elizabeth  Heckel  of 
New  York.  Their  children  were  Sarhar,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Henry  Biddle  of  Tottenville;  William  H.,  Theo¬ 
dore,  Eugene,  and  David  H.,  whose  review  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  following  lines. 

David  H.  Cortelyou,  son  of  Lawrence  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Heckel)  Cortelyou,  was  born  November  30, 
1841.  He  received  a  good  education,  both  in  the 
district  school  at  Greenridge,  and  at  the  Eastman 
Academy,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  While  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Poughkeepsie  he  was  a  roommate  of  Com¬ 
modore  Cornelius  Vanderbilt.  It  is  said  of  him  that 
in  1861,  when  slightly  under  twenty  years  of  age, 
he  left  his  home  one  midnight  and  started  for  a 
recruiting  station  to  enlist  in  the  services  of  the 
Union  forces.  His  parents  were  unaware  of  his 
absence  and  when  the  station  had  opened  in  the 
morning  young  Cortelyou  was  the  first  that  day  to 
enter  as  a  volunteer  soldier  in  the  Civil  War.  The 
officers  in  charge  highly  complimented  him  for  his 
patriotism  and  zeal  to  serve  his  country. 

In  a  letter  written  by  him  on  January  26,  1903,  to 
Hon.  Montague  Lessler,  then  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
he  stated  his  military  record  as  follows: 

I  enlisted  in  the  6th  New  York  Cavalry  (Ira  Har¬ 
ris)  at  New  York  City,  September  18,  1861;  was 
Corporal,  Sergeant,  and  Sergeant  Major  of  6th  New 
York  Cavalry  until  April  6,  1864,  when  I  was  com¬ 
missioned  1st  Lieutenant  of  said  Regiment.  I  was 
in  command  of  Company  E  and  most  of  the  time 
of  a  Squadron  of  said  regiment  until  June  3,  1864, 
when  I  was  wounded  at  Bottoms  Bridge,  Virginia 
(Cold  Harbor  Battle),  while  in  command  of  the 
skirmish  line  of  the  brigade  commanded  by  General 
Thomas  C.  Devin  (see  Copy  of  Certificate  attached). 
I  remained  in  hospital  at  Washington  and  Annap¬ 
olis,  Maryland,  until  March  16,  1865,  when  I  was 
honorably  mustered  out  of  service,  see  page  508, 
Part  2,  Surgical  Vol.  Medical  and  Surgical  History 
of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  1877.  I  was  commis¬ 
sioned  Captain  of  the  6th  New  York  Cavalry,  De¬ 
cember  2,  1864,  but  was  not  mustered  in  as  Captain 
owing  to  my  severe  illness,  and  not  being  able  to 
join  my  Regiment.  I  was  in  every  engagement  that 
my  Regiment  took  part  in.  The  following  are  some 
of  them,  viz:  Barnetts  Ford,  Frederick,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Brandy  Station,  Aldie,  Upperville,  Gettysburg, 
Boonsborough,  Williamsport,  Culpeper  Court  House, 
Mine  River,  Morton’s  Ford,  Wilderness,  Todds  Tav- 
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ern,  Spotsylvania,  Yellow  Tavern,  Sheridan’s  Raid 
around  Richmond,  Hawk’s  Shop,  Cold  Harbor,  and 
about  thirty-six  other  battles  and  skirmishes.  At 
the  battle  of  Yellow  Tavern,  Virginia,  the  day  Gen¬ 
eral  J.  E.  B.  Stewart  C.  S.  A.,  was  killed,  I  was  in 
command  of  a  Squadron  and  led  the  charge  on 
Brook  Pike  and  went  into  and  beyond  the  line  of 
first  defences  about  Richmond,  being  the  first  Union 
troops  to  go  close  to  the  Confederate  Capital. 

May  16,  1867,  I  was  Commissioned  2nd  Lieutenant 
of  cavalry  and  assigned  to  the  9th  Cavalry,  June  5, 
1867.  I  was  commissioned  1st  Lieutenant,  same 
Regiment,  August  18,  1867,  arrived  in  New  Orleans, 
reported  to  General  Sheridan,  and  upon  the  death  of 
Captain  Spangler — was  assigned  by  General  Sher¬ 
idan  to  Command  his  company.  G.  6th  Cavalry — 
Sheridan’s  Bodyguard)  and  remained  in  Command 
of  said  Company  until  January  12,  1868,  when  I  was 
ordered  to  join  my  Regiment  in  Texas. 

Upon  arrival  at  Port  Stockton  I  was  placed  in 
command  of  E  Company,  9th  Cavalry,  and  held  that 
command  until  November,  1870,  when  I  was  (at  my 
request)  ordered  to  report  to  the  Retiring  Board 
at  Fort  Leavenworth  for  examination  (General 
Pennypacker  President).  I  was  retired  as  Captain 
of  Cavalry  December  15,  1870,  and  by  an  order  from 
Adjutant  General  Office,  dated  March  3,  1875,  as  1st 
Lieutenant  of  Cavalry. 

While  in  the  Hospital  and  at  Home  on  leave,  a 
large  number  of  pieces  of  bone  was  removed  from 
the  top  of  my  shoulder  blade  and  shoulder  joint, 
leaving  my  shoulder  joint  permanently  useless.  The 
examination  papers  taken  before  the  Retiring  Board 
at  Fort  Leavenworth  in  1870,  are,  I  think,  on  file  in 
Washington. 

(It  will  be  noted  in  the  foregoing  lines  that  many 
of  the  famous  battle  sites  of  the  Civil  War  are 
named,  recalling  to  the  minds  of  the  few  survivors 
of  that  great  struggle  the  places  of  their  participation 
in  the  cause  for  the  “Union  of  the  States.”)  Major 
Cortelyou’s  brother,  William  H.,  was  one  of  the 
patriots  who  also  fought  in  that  war. 

The  “Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion”  prepared  under  the  direction  of 
Joseph  K.  Barnes,  Surgeon-General  of  the  United 
States  Army,  by  George  A.  Otis,  Assistant  Surgeon- 
General,  issued  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
in  1877,  states  in  part  Case  1479: 

Lieutenant  D.  H.  Cortelyou,  Co.  E,  6th  New  York 
Cavalry,  aged  twenty-two  years,  was  wounded  at 
Bottom  Bridge,  June  3,  1864.  He  was  sent  to  Arm¬ 
ory  Square  Hospital,  Washington,  on  June  10th. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  D.  C.  W.  Van  Slyck  re¬ 
ported:  “Gunshot  wound  of  the  neck  and  left  shoul¬ 
der  by  a  musket  ball,  which  entered  the  right  side 
of  the  neck,  at  the  base,  and  was  extracted,  on  the 
field,  from  the  outer  aspect  of  the  left  shoulder. 
On  June  13th,  Surgeon  D.  W.  Bliss,  U.  S.  V.,  exam¬ 
ined  and  probed  the  wound.  The  upper  border  of 
the  left  scapula  was  found  to  be  shattered.  A  coun¬ 
ter  opening  was  made  in  the  left  supra-scapular 
space,  and  exit  thereby  given  to  a  gathering  of  pus. 
Dr.  Bliss  was  unable  to  decide  at  this  time  whether 
or  not  the  shoulder  joint  was  involved.  On  June 
25th,  a  counter  opening  for  exit  of  pus  was  made 
on  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  left  arm  two  inches 
below  the  shoulder  joint.  Patient  has  had  persist¬ 
ent  diarrhoea  since  admission.”  On  July  26th, 
Lieutenant  Cortelyou  went  on  a  leave  of  absence. 
On  November  24,  1864,  he  entered  the  Officers’  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Annapolis.  Here  Surgeon  B.  A.  Vanderkieft, 
U.  S.  N.,  removed  on  several  occasions  necrosed 
fragments  of  bone,  constituting,  according  to  the 
report,  the  major  part  of  the  head  of  the  humerus. 
On  March  18,  1865,  the  lieutenant  was  discharged 
from  the  service.  In  December,  1867,  he  visited  the 
Army  Medical  Museum,  and  a  photograph  was  made 
to  illustrate  the  appearance  of  the  injured  shoulder. 
He  had  then  a  very  useful  arm.  This  officer  was 
placed  on  the  retired  list  with  the  full  rank  of  Cap¬ 
tain  of  Cavalry,  December  15,  1870,  on  account  of 
disabilities  resulting  from  wounds  received  in  ac¬ 
tion,  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  Au¬ 
gust  3,  1861.  (See  Army  Register,  1874,  page  168.) 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  H.  Longnecker,  who 
had  charge  of  the  case  at  Annapolis,  mentions  that 
another  abscess  formed,  in  the  early  part  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1865,  which,  when  incised,  discharged  over 
twenty  ounces  of  pus.” 


.  (This  medical  record  is  one  of  the  many  interest- 
mg’  descriptions  found  in  Volume  2  of  the  work 
mentioned.) 

For  a  few  years  following  the  Civil  War  period 
Captain  Cortelyou  continued  his  services  in  the  United 
States  Army,  during  which  time  he  participated  in 
Indian  campaigns  in  the  Southwest.  In  later  years 
when  Theodore  Roosevelt  was  President  of  the  United 
States,  he  conferred  the  rank  of  brevet-major  on 
Captain  Cortelyou. 

After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  he  returned 
to  Staten  Island  and  was  welcomed  home  as  an 
honored  military  man  and  entered  the  peaceful  pur¬ 
suits  of  civilian  life.  He  was  elected  county  clerk  of 
Richmond  County  and  held  that  position  for  three 
years  and  also  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
Commercial  life  shared  a  good  portion  of  his  time, 
he  having  acted  as  secretary  of  the  Richmond  County 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  president  of  the 
Westerleigh  Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  was 
the  owner  and  once  occupied  the  old  Cortelyou  fam¬ 
ily  estate  at  Greenridge,  where  as  in  Westerleigh  he 
was  well  known  for  the  interest  he  took  in  district 
affairs.  He  resided  in  later  years  on  Manor  Road 
and  afterwards  on  Jewett  Avenue.  At  Westerleigh 
he  was  a  close  friend  of  Benjamin  F.  Funk  and  other 
men  of  prominence,  all  of  whom  gave  their  support 
in  the  development  of  that  section  as  an  ideal  home 
community. 

Major  Cortelyou  was  a  member  of  the  6th  Cavalry 
Association,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the 
Democratic  party,  and  the  Moravian  Church  at  New 
Dorp.  His  life  was  one  of  worthy  service  to  his 
country,  his  family,  and  to  his  fellowmen.  On  June 
8,  1912,  he  passed  away  and  was  interred  in  the 
Moravian  Cemetery  at  New  Dorp. 

David  H.  Cortelyou  was  married  at  Springville, 
on  September  9,  1872,  to  Mary  L.  Crocheron,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Stephen  and  Anna  Eliza  (Decker)  Crocheron, 
thus  uniting  two  families  long  resident  on  Staten 
Island.  Stephen  Crocheron  was  descended  from  John 
Crocheron,  the  American  progenitor,  who  lived  here 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
was  a  planter  by  occupation. 

To  David  H.  and  Mary  L.  (Crocheron)  Cortelyou 
the  following  children  were  born:  1.  Camilla  H., 
who  is  now  Mrs.  George  W.  Blake,  and  resides  at 
No.  200  Maine  Avenue,  Westerleigh.  2.  David  H., 
Jr.,  who  married  Maude  Van  Ben  Thysen,  of  Long 
Branch,  New  Jersey;  they  reside  at  Madison,  New 
Jersey,  and  have  one  son,  David  H.,  3d.  3.  Mary 
L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  4.  Stephen  C., 
who  resides  with  his  mother,  and  Mrs.  Blake.  5. 
Charles  M.,  whose  biography  follows  in  this  work. 


CHARLES  M.  CORTELYOU,  born  on  April 
12,  1885,  in  the  family  homestead  at  Greenridge, 
was  a  son  of  Major  David  H.  and  Mary  L.  (Croch¬ 
eron)  Cortelyou  (q.  v.).  He  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Greenridge  section 
and  then  became  a  student  at  the  Westerleigh  Col¬ 
legiate  Institute,  following  which  he  entered  Cornell 
University,  and  was  graduated,  class  of  1906,  with 
the  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer.  He  began  work 
in  the  employ  of  the  American  Car  and  Foundry 
Company  and  at  length  was  made  technical  assistant 
to  the  vice-president  in  charge  of  production,  re¬ 
maining  thus  occupied  until  1920.  During  the  World 
War  his  duties  were  heavy,  as  he  had  charge  of  all 
shipments  of  munitions  for  his  company  in  their 
twenty-four  branches  scattered  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try.  His  office  was  located  at  the  concern’s  head¬ 
quarters,  No.  165  Broadway,  New  York. 
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Mr.  Cortelyou  resigned  his  position  in  1920  and 
purchased  a  dairy  farm  in  Newburgh,  New  York, 
where  he  resided  until  1927.  The  latter  year  marked 
his  return  to  Staten  Island  and  the  beginning  of  his 
association  with  the  John  Milnes  Construction  Com¬ 
pany  of  Port  Richmond. 

On  Staten  Island,  he  is  interested  in  activities  of 
a  civic,  fraternal  and  political  nature.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon,  and  the  col¬ 
lege  fraternity,  Delta  Epsilon,  Theta  Nu  Epsilon, 
Cornell  University.  In  his  political  affiliation  he  is 
a  Democrat  and  has  served  on  the  general  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  local  Democratic  organization  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  though  he  has  never  aspired  to  political 
office.  In  religious  worship  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Moravian  Church,  New  Dorp.  While  a  resident  of 
Newburgh  he  was  a  town  assessor. 

Mr.  Cortelyou  married  on  December  16,  1919,  Helen 
Milnes,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Milnes,  of  Port 
Richmond,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work  (q.  v.). 
They  have  no  children.  They  reside  at  No.  54  Hat¬ 
field  Place,  Port  Richmond. 


REV.  LEFFERD  M.  A.  HAUGHWOUT— A 

Staten  Island  resident  who  has  spent  the  major  por¬ 
tion  of  his  life  in  the  service  of  Christianity  and  lit¬ 
erary  work,  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lefferd  M.  A.  Haugh- 
wout,  rector  of  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church,  Ross- 
ville,  and  of  St.  Anne’s  Church,  Great  Kills.  Al¬ 
though  not  a  native  of  this  Island,  he  is  identified 
with  a  family  which  has  been  established  here  for 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  An  account 
of  the  early  family  is  given  later. 

Rev.  Haughwout  was  born  September  30,  1873,  at 
Allenwood,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  the  late  Lefferd 
Lease  Haughwout,  also  a  clergyman,  and  latterly  a 
resident  of  Brookmere  Place,  Belleville,  in  that  State. 
After  graduating  from  East  Greenwich  Academy, 
Rhode  Island,  he  entered  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College,  where  he  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  de¬ 
gree  in  1899.  He  studied  theology  at  General  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  New  York,  and  pursued  a  graduate 
course  in  New  York  University  for  which  he  was 
awarded  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  The  Rt.  Rev. 
Cortlandt  Whitehead,  S.  T.  D.,  bishop  of  Pittsburgh, 
ordained  him  to  the  priesthood  in  1903. 

After  some  years  spent  in  pastoral  work,  first  in 
Patton,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  diocese  of  Pittsburgh 
and  afterwards  as  senior  curate  of  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Apostles,  New  York,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haugh¬ 
wout  volunteered  for  mission  work  in  Mexico,  where 
he  spent  three  years  in  charge  of  St.  Andrew’s  Semi¬ 
nary,  Mexico  City.  He  returned  to  the  United  States 
in  1909,  to  become  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Mead- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  which  he  served  for  five  years. 
During  this  time  he  was  an  examining  chaplain  to 
the  bishop  of  Erie,  and  a  member  of  the  Standing 
Committee  of  the  Diocese. 

Again  called  to  the  mission  field,  he  was  appointed 
rector  of  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  in 
1914,  where  he  labored  for  eight  years.  His  energies 
at  this  time  were  directed  chiefly  towards  the  found¬ 
ing  and  development  of  a  new  Spanish-speaking  con¬ 
gregation  at  Ponce.  During  the  latter  part  of  his 
rectorate,  three  events  occurred  which  led  to  new  and 
unexpected  opportunities  for  service,  viz.:  the  entry 
of  the  United  States  into  the  world  War,  a  devastat¬ 
ing  earthquake,  and  a  scourge  of  influenza  which 
swept  over  that  island.  To  cope  with  this  three-fold 
emergency,  he  was  called  upon  to  head  the  Home 
Service  and  Civilian  Relief  Divisions  of  the  American 


Red  Cross  in  the  district  of  Ponce.  Under  his  admin¬ 
istration,  the  soldiers’  families  of  the  district  were 
assisted  to  the  extent  of  many  thousands  of  dollars, 
and  the  victims  of  earthquake  and  influenza  received 
speedy  and  effective  relief.  Among  other  activities  in 
this  connection,  a  Red  Cross  unit  of  nurses  was  or¬ 
ganized  and  taken  to  Mayaguez,  the  center  of  the 
earthquake  region.  A  large  and  fully-equipped  emer¬ 
gency  hospital  was  put  into  operation  and  a  chain  of 
nineteen  dispensaries  organized  throughout  the  al¬ 
most  inaccessible  mountain  districts,  where  food, 
medicines,  and  clothing  were  given  to  the  sufferers 
from  influenza.  From  Ponce  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haugh¬ 
wout  was  called  to  San  Juan,  the  island  capital,  and 
was  given  charge  of  the  Spanish  work  there,  with  the 
Church  of  San  Lucas  as  a  center.  While  here  he  was 
instrumental  in  the  development  of  extensive  social 
work  in  the  slum  districts  of  the  city,  and  devoted 
considerable  time  to  literary  work  in  the  Spanish 
language.  In  addition  to  editing  a  Spanish  periodical, 
he  published  a  volume  of  Christian  doctrine,  entitled, 
“Los  Principios  Fundamentales  de  la  Religion  Chris¬ 
tiana,”  and  a  Spanish  hymnal,  “Cantos  Sagrados,” 
which  included  twenty  hymns  of  his  own  composition 
or  translation. 

Having  completed  eleven  years  of  service  in  Porto 
Rico,  or  fourteen  altogether  in  the  foreign  field,  he 
returned  to  New  York  in  1925,  and  became  rector  of 
St.  Luke’s  Church,  Rossville,  Staten  Island,  with  the 
additional  responsibility  of  organizing  and  developing 
the  new  Church  of  St.  Anne,  in  the  rapidly-growing 
community  of  Great  Kills,  where  he  now  resides. 
Under  his  leadership,  a  valuable  property  was  ac¬ 
quired  in  the  latter  place,  upon  which  a  commodious 
chapel  and  parish  hall  was  erected.  The  congregation 
has  grown  rapidly  and  the  erection  of  a  permanent 
church  and  rectory  are  contemplated  in  the  near 
future. 

St.  Luke’s  parish  was  founded  June  18,  1843,  and 
is  the  fourth  oldest  Episcopal  Church  on  Staten 
Island.  Until  the  spring  of  that  year,  Rossville  had 
been  included  within  the  bounds  of  the  Parish  of  St. 
Andrew’s  and  the  Rossville  members  were  obliged  to 
attend  the  parish  church  at  Richmond.  But  during 
the  rectorate  of  the  Rev.  David  Moore,  whose  activi¬ 
ties  covered  almost  half  a  century,  Rossville  was  set 
off  as  an  independent  parish. 

A  service  preparatory  to  the  organization  of  the  new 
parish  was  celebrated  on  the  date  mentioned,  at 
which  the  Rev.  B.  C.  C.  Parker  of  the  Seamen’s 
Chapel,  New  York,  officiated.  A  second  service  was 
held  on  the  following  Sunday,  with  the  Rev.  Charles 
D.  Jackson  as  celebrant.  The  parish  was  formerly  or¬ 
ganized  at  a  meeting  held  on  July  17,  1843,  at  which 
time  wardens  and  vestrymen  were  elected.  It  was 
admitted  into  union  with  the  Convention  of  the 
Diocese  of  New  York  on  September  28  of  the  same 
year.  Meanwhile,  a  committee  had  been  selected, 
which  had  as  its  purpose  the  purchasing  of  a  church 
site.  This  committee  reported  in  favor  of  the  two 
lots  belonging  to  Abel  Ware,  adjacent  to  the  residence 
of  Judge  Seguine,  which  were  purchased  for  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  The  architect 
selected  was  Jasper  E.  Cropsey,  also  an  artist  of 
note;  and  the  work  of  construction  was  begun  imme¬ 
diately.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  Monday,  October 
9,  1843,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Benjamin  Onderdonk,  D.  D., 
bishop  of  New  York. 

On  October  13  of  that  year,  the  Rev.  Charles  D. 
Jackson  was  elected  first  rector  of  the  new  parish. 
During  his  incumbency  the  present  church  edifice 
was  erected  and  consecrated  and  a  residence  was  pur- 
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chased.  The  latter  remained  the  rectory  of  St.  Luke’s 
until  its  sale  in  1859.  St.  Luke’s  Cemetery  dates  from 
May  1,  1848,  upon  which  date  the  “deed  for  a  burying 
ground,  presented  by  a  certain  individual,”  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  vestry. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson  resigned  his  rectorate  in 
1847,  and  was  succeeded  in  turn  by  the  following  in¬ 
cumbents:  the  Revs.  Samuel  Moorehouse,  1847-48; 
Flavel  Scott  Mines,  who  later  achieved  fame  as  the 
pioneer  of  the  church  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  1848; 
Benjamin  Franklin  Taylor,  1849;  John  Elmendorf 
(three  months);  William  Henry  Rees,  1851-55;  Louis 
French,  1855-56;  Jesse  Pound,  1856-66;  Henry  H. 
Bean,  1866-76;  James  R.  Sharp,  Jr.,  1877-82;  William 
Wardlaw,  D.  D.,  under  whom  the  present  rectory  was 
purchased,  the  stencilled  windows  of  the  church  were 
installed  and  a  legacy  of  $10,000  was  received  from 
the  estate  of  Dr.  George  Frost  for  the  endowment  of 
the  parish,  1883-95;  Charles  J.  Adams,  D.  D.,  dur¬ 
ing  whose  rectorate  the  parish  house  was  erected,  and 
a  rose  window,  the  gift  of  Miss  Margaret  Colder, 
was  placed  over  the  altar  as  a  memorial  to  the  former 
rectors  of  the  parish,  1896-1920;  Thomas  Burgess,  an 
official  of  the  Department  of  Missions,  1920-25;  and 
Lefferd  M.  A.  Haughwout,  who  became  rector  of 
the  parish  October  14,  1925. 

During  the  present  rectorate  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  made  in  the  church  building.  These 
include  the  covering  of  the  exterior  walls  with  shingles 
and  stucco,  rebuilding  the  chancel,  the  erection  of  an 
altar  and  reredos  of  imposing  design,  redecorating 
the  walls,  and  the  installation  of  wrought  iron  chan¬ 
deliers.  Many  new  communicants  have  been  added, 
and  a  parish  worker  has  been  appointed  to  assist  in 
the  varied  activities  of  the  parish. 

In  spite  of  the  exacting  requirements  of  his  present 
duties,  the  rector  of  St.  Luke’s  and  St.  Anne’s  has 
found  time  to  continue  the  literary  labors  which  have 
characterized  his  ministry  from  the  beginning.  In 
addition  to  the  works  already  noted,  he  is  the  author 
of  “Ways  and  Teachings  of  the  Church,”  now  in  its 
sixth  edition;  “Devocionario,”  a  Spanish  manual  of 
devotion,  and  “The  Missionary  and  His  Work,” 
published  in  1927.  The  latter  is  considered  the  most 
important  product  of  his  pen.  He  is  also  known  as 
a  contributor  of  prose  articles  and  poems  to  various 
magazines.  As  a  student  in  the  field  of  Christian 
origins,  such  writings  and  others  have  appeared  from 
time  to  time  through  the  press.  The  monographs  on 
the  primitive  organization  of  •  the  Christian  Church 
have  also  been  published  over  his  signature  in  the 
“Anglican  Theological  Review.”  The  subject  of 
history  and  genealogy  is  of  much  interest  to  him  and 
in  the  latter  he  is  author  of  a  number  of  papers 
relating  to  the  Haughwout  and  other  pioneer  families. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Holland  Society  of  New  York, 
the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the 
New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society, 
and  the  Mifflin  County  Historical  Society  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

On  June  3,  1908,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haughwout  married 
Virginia  Bruce  Braithwaite,  daughter  of  Captain 
William  Henry  Braithwaite  and  Delia  A.  C.  Buck- 
trout  of  Williamsburg,  Virginia.  There  have  been 
four  children:  Lefferd  Braithwaite,  who  is  the  sixth 
“Lefferd”  in  direct  succession;  Virginia  Bruce;  James 
Alexander;  and  Anne  Ballard.  Mrs.  Haughwout  is 
a  descendant  of  Virginia  ancestors  who  settled  in  that 
State  prior  to  1650.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  Revolution,  the  Daughters  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy,  the  Association  for  the  Preservation  of 


Virginia  Antiquities,  and  of  the  Southern  Society  of 
New  York. 

(The  Haughwout  Family) 

The  Haughwout  family  in  this  country  derives  its 
origin  from  Pieter  Janse  Hagewolt,  or  Hagewout, 
who  emigrated  from  Holland  to  the  New  Netherlands 
about  the  year  1660.  For  two  hundred  years  or  more 
prior  to  this  date,  the  family  was  prominent  in  the 
border  region  of  the  provinces  of  Drenthe  and  Over- 
yssel.  In  the  year  1482,  and  again  in  1492,  Herman 
Haghewolt  was  a  Keurnote  or  associate  judge,  of 
court  held  at  Rouveen.  A  Johan  (Jan)  Haghewolt 
was  judge  of  this  court  in  1518.  In  1501,  Hilbrant 
Haegewolt  was  enrolled  as  a  burgher  in  the  near-by 
town  of  Hasselt.  Henrick  Hermensz  Hagewolt  (son 
of  Herman)  was  similarly  enrolled  in  1569.  A  Her¬ 
man  Hagewolt  was  treasurer  of  the  Convent  of 
Zwarte-Water  in  1582;  and  on  March  7,  1611,  a  cer¬ 
tain  Jan  Hagewolt,  “aged  eighty  or  ninety  years,” 
gave  testimony  regarding  the  location  of  a  dyke  near 
Rouveen.  At  Meppel,  just  across  the  border,  in  the 
province  of  Drenthe,  Herman  Hagewolt  appears  as 
judge  of  a  court  in  1594  and  in  1598.  His  son,  Albert, 
was  burgomaster  of  Meppel,  and  church  warden  of 
the  “Groote  Kerke.”  Albert  Hagewolt  was  elected 
executive  deputy  of  the  province  in  1617,  and  served 
as  one  of  the  Dutch  commissioners  to  treat  with  the 
Spaniards  at  Lingen  in  1622.  His  son,  Herman  was 
a  captain  of  cavalry  in  the  Spanish  War,  and  on 
June  13,  1619,  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Gerhard 
Struuck,  or  Stryker.  There  was  also  a  Captain  Johan 
(Jan)  Hagewolt  of  the  infantry,  who  was  transferred 
to  Drenthe,  and  commissioned  as  captain  of  a  troop 
of  horse,  February  26,  1640.  A  Jan  Jansen  Hage¬ 
wolt,  “born  at  Rouveen,”  and  living  at  Kampen, 
Overyssel,  in  1678  and  1681,  had  two  sons,  Egbert 
Jansen,  and  Jansen.  He  was  the  son  of  a  Jan  Hage¬ 
wolt.  As  all  of  the  places  here  mentioned  are  found 
within  a  radius  of  ten  miles,  and  as  Pieter  Janse 
Hagewolt,  the  emigrant,  came  from  the  same  locality, 
it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  he  was  a  scion  of  the 
same  family.  The  name  has  not  been  found  in  any 
other  part  of  Holland.  The  fully  verified  line  of  de¬ 
scent  from  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  to  the  Rev.  Lefferd  M.  A.  Haughwout,  is  here 
given. 

(I)  Pieter  Janse  Hagewolt  (or  Hagewout),  emi¬ 
grated  from  Holland  to  the  New  Netherlands  about 
the  year  1660,  where  he  died,  leaving  a  widow,  Fem- 
metje  Hermens,  who  afterwards  married  Pieter 
Jacobse  van  Noertbrock,  and  two  sons,  Leffert  Pie- 
terse  and  Pieter  Pieterse,  for  whom  guardians  were 
appointed  by  the  court  at  Midwout  (Flatbush),  Oc¬ 
tober  15,  1 662.  (“Flatbush  Town  Records,”  Liber  B, 
page  260).  Leffert  Pieterse  became  the  ancestor  of  the 
Lefferts  family  of  Flatbush  and  New  York.  His  sons 
used  the  surname  “Hagewout”  in  signing  important 
documents,  and  are  so  designated  in  some  of  the  old 
records.  More  commonly,  however,  they  used  the 
patronymic  “Lefferts,”  in  accordance  with  the  well- 
known  Dutch  custom,  and  all  of  their  descendants  are 
so  known  today.  His  grandson,  Leffert  Haugewout 
of  Hempstead,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1712,  and 
whose  daughter,  Abigail,  married  an  officer  of  the 
British  Army,  Captain  John  Ferdinand  Stuart- 
Smvthe,  natural  son  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  was 
the  last  of  this  line  to  employ  the  ancient  surname. 
Leffert  Pieterse  was  one  of  the  patentees  of  Flatbush, 
and  acquired  large  tracts  of  land  there  on  Long 
Island  and  in  New  Jersey.  The  “Lefferts  Mansion,” 
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now  standing  in  Prospect  Park,  Brooklyn,  was  the 
homestead  of  the  family.  (“Early  Settlers  of  King’s 
County,”  p.  163,  and  “The  Lefferts  Family,”  by  Ber¬ 
gen,  pp.  1-16;  “The  Lefferts-Haughwout  Family,” 
pp.  5-7;  “Little’s  Living  Age,”  Vol.  XII,  p.  91). 

(II)  Pieter  Pieterse  Hagawout,  “Planter,”  known 
otherwise  as  Peter  Petersen  and  Pieter  Hagawout, 
second  son  of  the  foregoing,  was  born  at  Dykhuizen, 
“in  Overyssel.”  (“Marriage  Register  of  Bergen 
Dutch  Church,”  Nov.  4,  1683).  As  Dykhuizen  is  in 
Drenthe,  “Overyssel”  is  probably  to  be  understood 
here  as  referring  to  the  region  over  the  river 
Yssel.  He  settled  on  Staten  Island  prior  to  1677,  and 
purchased  a  plantation  from  Pierre  Billou,  one  half 
of  which,  “with  the  dwelling  house,”  he  sold  to  Hans 
Christoffelsz,  February  22,  1678-79.  (“Flatbush  Town 
Records,”  Liber  A.  A.,  p.  47.)  It  later  became  part 
of  the  Stilwell-Perrine  property,  near  the  junction  of 
Richmond  Road  and  Four  Corners  Road.  As  “Peter 
Petersen,”  he  received  a  Crown  Patent  from  William 
III  for  a  tract  of  land  in  “Northfield,”  December  9, 
1697.  (“New  York  Patents,”  169-  to  1712;  “Rich¬ 
mond  County  Deeds,”  Liber.  B.,  p.  563).  He  married 
November  4,  1683,  Dirickje  Egberts  of  Midwout 
(“Marriage  Register  of  Bergen  Dutch  Church”),  by 
whom  he  had  issue:  Egbert,  Altie,  Peter,  John, 
Geertie,  Hermettie,  Abram,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Leffert,  of 
whom  further,  and  Leah.  His  will,  dated  February 
13,  1715-16,  probated  October  29,  1716,  is  preserved 
in  the  Hall  of  Records,  New  York.  It  is  signed 
“Pieter  Hagawout.”  The  seal  is  stamped  with  a 
crest:  An  eagle  preying  upon  a  hawk,  with  the 
motto,  “Gratis.”  (“N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc.  Collections,” 
Vol.  IX,  p.  21,  and  Vol.  XVII,  p.  369.)  His  brother, 
Leffert  Pieterse,  engraved  his  silver  with  a  coat-of- 
arms,  (“New  York  Gazette,”  October  8-23,  1733). 
From  his  son,  Peter  Haughwout,  who  married  Neel- 
tje  Bakker,  a  number  of  Haughwout  families  on 
Staten  Island  and  elsewhere  are  descendeed,  but  that 
of  the  Rev.  Lefferd  M.  A.  Haughwout,  whose  line 
of  descent  follows,  is  carried  on  by  his  son  Leffert. 

(III)  Leffert  Hagawout  or  Haughawout,  youngest 
son  of  the  foregoing,  later  owned  lands  and  lived  in 
Middlesex  County,  New  Jersey,  (“Lefferts  Family,” 
p.  39;  “Land  Transfers,  Trenton,”  Lib.  A3,  p.  120). 

He  married  (first)  Altie  - ,  by  whom  he  had 

Derickje.  (“Bapt.  Reg.,  New  Brunswick  Dutch 
Church,”  1736),  and  perhaps  others;  and  married 
(second),  in  1747,  Mrs.  Sarah  Aikmon,  widow  of 
William  Aikmon  (“Marriage  License”  dated  May 
29,  1747:  “N.  J.  Archives,”  Vol.  XXII,  p.  176).  By 
the  latter  marriage  he  had  two  children:  Leffert  and 
Sarchey  (Sarah),  who  were  baptized  in  the  Cranbury 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  was  admitted  a 
member  in  1748.  He  was  a  trustee  of  this  church  in 
1759  (“Hist,  of  Union  and  Middlesex  Counties,”  p. 
872),  and  resided  about  one  mile  from  Cranbury,  on 
the  “York  Road,”  leading  to  South  Amboy.  His  farm 
was  acquired  later  by  Garret  Snediker. 

(IV)  Lefferd  Haughawout,  son  of  the  foregoing, 
baptized  June  1,  1748  (“Baptismal  Register  of  Cran¬ 
bury  Presb.  Church”),  removed  to  Northumberland 
(now  Union)  County,  Pennsylvania,  prior  to  1778 
(“Transcript  of  Assessments  for  Buffalo  Twp.”), 
where  he  warranted  land  in  1785  (“Penna.  Archives 
III,”  Vol.  XXV,  p.  171),  and  removed  later  to  Fer¬ 
managh  (now  Fayette)  Township,  Mifflin  (now 
Juniata)  County,  where  he  warranted  three  hundred 
and  eleven  acres,  August  2,  1814.  (“Patent  Book  H 
68,”  p.  88.)  He  married  Hannah  Woolsey,  by  whom 
he  had  issue:  John,  Peter,  Lefferd,  Sally,  Priscilla, 
and  Milly  (Pamela).  Will  dated  December  11,  1818, 


probated  January  20,  1819.  (“Mifflin  Co.  Will  Book 
11,”  p.  362;  also  “Juniata  Co.  Deed  Book  B,”  p. 

27  6.) 

(V)  John  Haughawout,  son  of  the  foregoing,  was 
born  October  11,  1769;  died  December  8,  1843 
(“Tombstone  at  McAlisterville,  Pa.”).  He  resided 
in  Armagh  Township,  Mifflin  County,  where  he  was 
assessed  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  1802 
(“Mifflin  Co.  Assessments”),  and  later  upon  his 
father’s  estate  near  McAlisterville.  He  married 
Nancy  Davis,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Sarah  (Lin¬ 
coln)  Davis  (“Waldo  Lincoln’s  ‘History  of  the 
Lincoln  Family,’”  pp.  109-10;  “Haughawout  Family 
Bible”),  by  whom  the  following  issue:  Lefferd,  Joshua 
Davis,  John  Woolsey,  Nancy,  Polly,  Elizabeth,  and 
Hannah.  (“Lefferts-Haughwout  Family,”  chart  in 
loc. ;  “Family  Bible.”) 

(VI)  Lefferd  Haughwout,  son  of  the  foregoing, 
born  July  15,  1799,  died  April  18,  1874  (“Tombstone 
at  McAlisterville,  Pa.”),  he  resided  on  his  father’s 
estate.  He  married  Elizabeth  Alexander,  daughter 
of  James  and  Jane  (Adams)  Alexander,  of  Kishaco- 
quillas,  by  whom  he  had  issue:  John  (obt.  s.  p.), 
Lefferd  Lease,  of  whom  further;  Joseph,  Jane,  and 
Nancy.  (“Juniata  Co.  Will  Book”  B,  p.  557-) 
(Haughawout  Family  Bible;  Record  of  the  Descend¬ 
ants  of  John  Alexander,  p.  162.) 

(VII)  Lefferd  Lease  Haughawout,  son  of  the  fore¬ 
going,  was  born  December  23,  1837,  died  November 
18,  1906;  he  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at 
Jefferson  College,  was  a  graduate  of  Princeton  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  and  a  clergyman  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  He  married,  December  4,  1867,  Jane 
Elizabeth  Alexander,  daughter  of  James  Alexander 
of  Kishacoquillas  and  Celia  Alexander,  by  whom  he 
had  issue:  Alexander  Rea,  Lily,  Mary  Rosalind, 
Lefferd  Merle  Alexander,  of  whom  further;  James 
Ard,  Celia  Alexander,  and  Jean  Elizabeth.  After 
retiring  from  active  service,  the  Rev.  Lease  Haugh¬ 
wout  resided  at  “Brookmere  Place,”  Belleville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Of  his  children,  Alexander  Rea,  Lily,  Celia 
Alexander,  and  Jean  Elizabeth,  died,  without  issue. 
Miss  Mary  Rosalind  Haughwout  resides  at  “Brook- 
mere  Place,”  the  homestead  of  the  family.  James 
Ard  Haughwout  is  a  practicing  attorney  in  the  firm 
of  Esselstyn  and  Haughwout,  at  No.  2  Rector  Street, 
New  York,  with  residence  at  Upper  Montclair,  New 
Jersey,  and  “The  Willows,”  Belleville,  Pennsylvania. 

(VIII)  Rev.  Lefferd  Merle  Alexander  Haughwout 
of  Great  Kills,  Staten  Island,  and  his  children  thus 
completes  this  genealogical  branch  of  the  family  to  the 
present  time. 


JEROME  ALLEN  KING — In  his  recent  pass¬ 
ing  from  this  sphere  of  life,  Staten  Island  is  bereft 
of  a  personage  who  was  eminently  qualified  to  be 
numbered  among  the  foremost  citizens  of  this  com¬ 
munity.  Jerome  A.  King  by  nature  was  intellectual, 
yet  with  his  scholarly  attainments  and  aristocratic 
bearing,  he  nevertheless  was  modest  in  spirit,  a 
quality  which  gained  him  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
men.  He  was  also  regarded  as  an  astute  business 
man  and  one  instrumental  in  developing  some  of  the 
island’s  important  industrial  establishments,  which 
now  provide  employment  for  countless  numbers  of 
workers  in  the  field  of  labor.  His  residence  was  at 
46  Stuyvesant  Place,  St.  George,  where  his  death 
occurred  July  27,  1927. 

One  of  the  oldest  established  industries  on  Staten 
Island  is  the  manufacture  of  plaster,  a  material  not 
only  essential  in  the  building  of  modern  houses  but 
also  widely  used  in  agriculture  and  in  many  other 
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minor  processes.  For  more  than  fifty  years  the  King 
family  was  identified  with  the  old  Windsor  or  J. 
B.  King  Plaster  Mills  (now  the  United  States 
Gypsum  Plant),  at  New  Brighton.  They  witnessed 
the  growth  of  this  enterprise  from  a  small  beginning 
to  the  date  of  its  merger,  at  which  time  it  came  to 
be  regarded  as  one  of  the  very  largest  businesses  of 
its  kind  in  the  United  States. 

Jerome  A.  King  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
October  13,  1851,  but  in  his  early  youth  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  After 
obtaining  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  city  he  entered  Brown  University,  remain¬ 
ing  at  this  institution  for  two  years.  Subsequently, 
he  sailed  to  Germany  and  engaged  in  a  study  of 
music  in  Leipzig  from  1872  to  1877.  From  the  latter 
date  until  1894  he  was  engaged  in  various  business 
pursuits. 

That  year  marked  the  beginning  of  Mr.  King’s 
association  with  his  brothers,  J.  Berri  and  George 
R.  King  in  the  management  of  their  plaster  mill, 
which  by  that  time  was  being  operated  in  New 
Brighton,  Staten  Island. 

It  is  recorded  that  the  founding  of  the  firm  took 
place  in  1834,  when  Jerome  B.  King,  grandfather 
of  Jerome  A.  King,  installed  a  four-foot  kettle  in 
his  back-yard  in  which  gypsum  rock  from  Nova 
Scotia  was  made  into  plaster.  It  is  certain  that  a 
newspaper  of  October  3,  1857,  describes  the  factory 
of  J.  B.  King  at  309  West  Twelfth  Street,  near 
Horatio  Street,  New  York,  as  a  three-story  brick 
building  of  forty-four  feet  front.  On  the  Wednes¬ 
day  previous,  September  30,  a  boiler  explosion  had 
blown  this  factory  to  atoms.  The  factory  was  known 
as  the  Knickerbocker  Plaster  Mills.  In  those  days 
rock  was  brought  from  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  in 
two  small  schooners,  unloaded  at  the  foot  of  Horatio 
Street,  and  carried  across  the  street  to  the  pile  await¬ 
ing  manufacture.  Jerome  A.  King  was  then  but  five 
years  of  age. 

In  1876  the  need  of  greater  space  brought  the 
Windsor  Plaster  Mills  to  Staten  Island.  The  firm 
was  then  J.  B.  King  and  Company,  the  partners 
according  to  Bayles’  History  being  George  R.  King, 
Peter  C.  Biegel,  both  of  whom  resided  in  Hamilton 
Park,  near  Franklin  Avenue,  and  George  H.  Wooster. 
One  thousand  barrels  of  gypsum  plaster  a  day  was 
then  the  capacity  of  the  mills,  covering  a  frontage 
of  two  hundred  feet  and  employing  ninety  men. 

The  works  were  destroyed  by  fire  on  July  19,  1885, 
but  were  immediately  rebuilt  on  a  larger  scale  and 
special  attention  paid  to  the  manufacture  of  land 
plaster  for  agricultural  purposes.  According  to  the 
“Sketch  Book  of  Staten  Island”  published  in  1886, 
“the  new  buildings  had  a  far  greater  capacity  than 
the  former  ones,  and  are  now  beyond  question  the 
most  extensive  and  complete  plaster  mills  on  the 
continent.  The  pure  white  plaster  stone  is  supplied 
from  the  proprietors’  own  quarries  at  Windsor,  the 
town  previously  mentioned.  The  products  of  the 
mills  are  calcined  plaster,  land  plaster  and  marble. 
Special  attention  is  given  to  the  manufacture  of  land 
plaster,  regarded  by  agriculturists  as  the  deepest  and 
most  permanent  dressing  that  can  be  applied  to  the 
soil.”  The  article  went  on  to  relate  that  “vessels 
come  directly  to  the  company’s  docks  for  loading  and 
discharging,  and  rail  connection  is  had  with  the 
Staten  Island  Rapid  Transit  Railroad.” 

By  1896  the  first  annual  report  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  of  which  George  R.  King  was  a  mem¬ 
ber,  describes  the  plant  as  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
United  States,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  employees. 
It  continued  to  grow;  its  ocean-going  tugs  brought 


the  rock  from  its  own  mines  at  Windsor,  and  Avon¬ 
dale,  also  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  Hillsborough,  New 
Brunswick;  its  products  were  increased  to  include 
plaster  boards  and  asbestos  cement;  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  tracks  passing  through  the  works,  carried  away 
part  of  its  product,  while  its  own  vessels  carried 
another  part  by  water. 

Following  the  death  of  his  brother  J.  Berri  King, 
Jerome  A.  King  continued  with  the  firm,  and  in 
I924,  at  the  time  of  the  acquisition  of  the  plant  by 
the.  United  States  Gypsum  Company  he  was  serving 
as  its  vice-president  and  a  director.  Under  the  new 
management  he  was  named  head  of  the  Marine  Di¬ 
vision.  The  two  schooners  of  early  days  were  re¬ 
placed  by  three  steamers,  “Gypsum  King,”  “Gypsum 
Queen”  and  “Gypsum  Prince,”  and  with  the  auxiliary 
or  harbor  fleet  added,  made  the  Marine  Division 
one  of  importance.  In  the  summer  of  1927  the  added 
task  of  carrying  passengers  to  and  from  Nova  Scotia 
was  undertaken,  thus  enhancing  the  importance  of 
this  division  still  further.  Owing  to  the  extraordinary 
tides  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  such  passengers  may 
enjoy  the  unusual  sight  of  their  steamer  sitting  on 
dry  land  without  leaving  her  course. 

The  thought  of  retirement  from  company  duties 
was  never  entertained  by  Jerome  A.  King,  though 
for  some  years  before  his  demise  illness  overtook 
him  and  forced  him  to  interrupt  his  daily  trips  to 
the  plant. 

Mr.  King  was  associated  with  several  organiza¬ 
tions  of  a  business,  financial,  civic  and  social  nature. 
He  was  a  member  and  at  one  time  president  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Staten  Island  Hospital  and 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Staten  Island  (now  a  branch  of 
the  Corn  Exchange  Banking  system).  His  other 
memberships  included  the  Staten  Island  Club,  the 
Mayflower  Society,  the  Downtown  Association  of 
Manhattan,  and  the  Alumni  Association  of  Brown 
University.  Music  was  his  principal  enjoyment  and 
avocation,  wherein,  as  noted  before,  he  undertook 
studies  in  Leipzig,  Germany.  He  was  an  accomplished 
pianist. 

Jerome  A.  King  married  on  January  19,  1881,  at 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  Abbie  Cora  Nichols, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  L.  and  Mary  Louise  (Weeden) 
Nichols.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Gladys,  who  married  Frederick  A. 
Johnson;  Walter  W.,  a  resident  of  Staten  Island; 
and  Phyllis,  now  Mrs.  Sydney  Gay  Willcox,  and 
the  mother  of  a  son;  William  G.,  2d,  the  youngest 
of  the  family. 


WILLIAM  J.  TWYFORD — It  was  after  ex¬ 
perimenting  with  a  number  of  business  opportunities 
that  William  J.  Twyford  found  the  florist  profes¬ 
sion  and  trade  held  the  greatest  attraction  for  him, 
appealing  to  his  artistic  nature  and  giving  him  the 
assurance  of  a  sound  financial  return.  He  is  now 
proprietor  of  one  of  the  finest  florist  shops  in  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough,  located  on  Post  Avenue,  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  the  owner  of  a  well  appointed  nursery, 
adjoining  his  place  of  business. 

Mr.  Twyford  was  born  in  Manhattan  Borough, 
December  I,  1895,  the  son  of  William  and  Adele 
(Dempsey)  Twyford,  both  natives  of  Staten  Island. 
Mr.  Twy ford’s  father  is  deceased,  but  his  mother 
still  survives  and  lives  with  her  son  in  his  splendid 
residence  on  Treadwell  Street,  Port  Richmond.  Mr. 
Twyford  came  to  Staten  Island  with  his  parents  and 
his  brother,  Edward,  at  an  early  age,  and  obtained 
his  preliminary  education  in  Public  School  No.  17, 
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at  New  Brighton.  He  graduated  from  high  school 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and  then  went  to  work 
in  the  insurance  office  of  John  A.  Eckert  &  Com¬ 
pany,  at  No.  55  John  Street,  Manhattan.  He  was 
with  this  firm  for  less  than  a  year  and  then  he  took 
a  position  with  R.  G.  Dun  &  Company,  as  a  clerk. 
His  next  position  was  with  W.  S.  Van  Clief  &  Sons, 
the  West  New  Brighton  lumber  firm,  and  at  the 
end  of  three  years  he  left  this  employment  to  act 
as  manager  for  chain  stores,  operated  by  the  Inter¬ 
national  Grocery  Company.  In  this  latter  capacity 
he  was  located  at  Mariners  Harbor  for  eighteen 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  became  pub¬ 
licity  man  for  the  Palace  Theatre,  at  Port  Richmond, 
then  owned  by  J.  A.  Burke.  He  was  engaged  in 
this  work  for  about  a  year,  when  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Milligan  Brothers,  contractors.  In  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1913,  he  began  to  operate  for  himself  as  a 
contractor,  after  which  he  was  in  the  taxi  business 
from  1914  until  November  17,  1923.  It  was  on  the 
latter  date  that  Mr.  Twyford  bought  out  the  floral 
business  of  the  late  Joseph  Simonson  at  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  he  has  continued  in  that  endeavor  ever 
since. 

Mr.  Twyford  is  affiliated  with  a  number  of  com¬ 
munal  and  social  activities  in  Port  Richmond.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Port  Richmond  Board 
of  Trade,  of  the  New  York  Florists’  Club,  and  of 
the  Telegraph  Delivery  Association.  His  fraternal 
affiliations  include  the  Lions,  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Alhambra,  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

He  has  for  the  past  seven  years  sponsored  an 
outing  for  about  four  hundred  children,  treating  them 
to  an  annual  circus  performance,  along  with  the 
peanuts,  candy,  etc.,  that  go  to  make  a  child’s  out¬ 
ing  pleasant  and  complete.  As  a  citizen,  he  takes 
a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

In  1917  Mr.  Twyford  married  Grace  Bradford, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Bradford,  the  former 
a  prominent  resident  of  Port  Richmond.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Twyford  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Adele,  born  February  27,  1918;  and  William,  born 
November  17,  1919,  both  now  (1930)  attending 
public  school. 


GEORGE  F.  SHERIDAN — The  importance  of 
electricity  in  the  field  of  science,  in  industrial  and 
commercial  life,  bringing  comfort  and  convenience  to 
the  homes  of  nearly  every  family,  is  steadily  be¬ 
coming  greater  with  the  passing  of  time.  In  the 
exploitation  of  this  marvelous  means  of  furnishing 
energy  and  light,  men  of  experience  and  of  resource 
are  needed  to  fill  positions  both  of  an  executive  and 
mechanical  nature.  Such  a  man  who  has  devoted 
years  of  his  life  in  absorbing  a  practical  knowledge 
of  electricity  and  who  is  at  present  in  charge  of 
electrical  inspection  work  for  the  five  boroughs  of 
the  city  of  New  York  is  George  F.  Sheridan,  a 
resident  of  West  New  Brighton. 

Of  Irish  descent,  George  F.  Sheridan  was  born 
February  18,  1867,  in  New  York  City,  the  son  of 
Thomas  A.  and  Harriette  (White)  Sheridan  and 
the  grandson  of  Thomas  A.  and  Ellen  (Hughes) 
Sheridan.  Thomas  A.  Sheridan,  the  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Ireland  in  1812,  was  a  whitesmith  by 
occupation  and  died  in  New  York  City  in  1867. 
His  wife,  also  born  in  Ireland,  died  in  Mount  Ver¬ 
non,  New  York,  in  1876,  and  both  she  and  her 
husband  were  buried  in  Calvary  Cemetery.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  six  sons  and  one 


daughter,  as  follows:  Patrick,  John,  James,  Philip, 
Thomas  A.,  of  whom  further;  Peter,  and  Maria. 
All  were  born  in  Ireland,  but  died  in  the  United 
States. 

Thomas  A.  Sheridan,  father  of  George  F.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  February,  1835,  and 
came  to  New  York  in  1856.  Subsequently  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  livery  business  which  at  the  time  was 
one  of  the  most  flourishing  vocations  in  the  city. 
He  married  Harriette  White,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland,  December  24,  1835.  Thomas  A.  Sheridan 
died  in  New  York  on  November  4,  1884,  and  was 
buried  in  Calvary  Cemetery;  his  wife’s  death 
occurred  December  28,  1921.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  this  couple,  all  in  New  York,  and  those  who 
are  living  at  the  present  time  reside  either  on  Staten 
Island  or  in  Manhattan  proper.  The  living  chil¬ 
dren  are:  Thomas  A.,  Harriette,  Lillian,  Ida,  and 
George  F.,  of  this  review;  those  deceased  are:  Emma, 
Charles  P.,  Harry  T.,  and  Richard. 

As  a  boy  George  F.  Sheridan  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city.  After  graduating  from 
St.  Gabriel’s  Parochial  School  at  Thirty-Second 
Street  and  Second  Avenue  in  1882,  he  served  his 
apprenticeship  as  an  electrician’s  helper  to  George 
A.  Haggerty  of  New  York. 

Work  of  an  electrical  nature  so  appealed  to  him 
that  after  finishing  his  course  of  instruction  with 
Mr.  Haggerty  he  obtained  employment  with  the 
Tucker  Electrical  Construction  Company  located  at 
Nos.  14-20  Whitehall  Street.  This  concern,  a  par¬ 
ticularly  large  one,  contracted  for  work  on  a  large 
scale  not  only  in  the  Metropolitan  district,  but  in 
the  New  England  States  and  ether  sections  of  the 
East.  Mr.  Sheridan  had  charge  of  all  the  electrical 
work  in  the  Vanderbilt  Marble  House,  the  Ogden 
Goellet  House,  the  E.  D.  Morgan  House  at  Ten 
Mile  Drive,  Newport,  Rhode  Island;  the  J.  S.  Ken- 
nedv  House  at  Bar  Harbor,  Maine;  and  in  many  of 
the  finest  residences  in  the  East.  It  was  due  to  his 
ability  to  absorb  readily,  and  his  extensive  knowl¬ 
edge  of  his  profession,  that  he  was  placed  in  general 
charge  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Sheridan  entered  the  employ  cf  the  city  of 
New  York  as  chief  electrical  inspector  on  March 
1,  1898,  and  for  a  period  of  twenty-four  years  was 
attached  to  Borough  Hall,  Richmond  Borough.  Ris¬ 
ing  to  another  position  he  has  taken  charge  during 
the  past  seven  years  of  all  electrical  work  in  the  five 
New  York  City  boroughs  and  has  also  been  occupied 
as  chief  examiner  for  motion  picture  and  chief  elec¬ 
trician  licenses,  with  offices  in  the  Municipal  Build¬ 
ing,  New  York. 

Mr.  Sheridan  and  his  family  attend  the  Church  of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  in  West  New  Brighton.  Our 
subject  is  a  lover  of  outdoor  sports,  golf  in  par¬ 
ticular.  In  his  professional  association  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Electrical  Council,  and  the  National  Board 
of  Firewriters;  and  through  his  attachment  to  the 
city  government  he  has  received  official  invitations 
to  numerous  launchings,  dedicatory  services,  and 
exercises  of  civic  significance.  Among  these  were: 
the  opening  of  Borough  Hall  in  Richmond  Borough 
during  the  incumbency  of  the  first  borough  presi¬ 
dent,  George  Cromwell;  the  official  launching  of  the 
first  municipal  ferryboat,  the  “Mayor  George.  B. 
McClellan,”  on  October  25,  1905;  the  launching  of 
the  newer  ferryboat,  “President  Roosevelt,”  and  the 
inauguration  of  Governor  Alfred  E.  Smith,  in  1919. 
He  also  received  official  membership  on  the  Mayor’s 
Committee,  in  1923,  when  John  F.  Hylan  was  in 
office. 
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Mr.  Sheridan’s  marriage  took  place  on  November 
25,  1894,  to  Anne  C.  Markey,  daughter  of  Patrick 
and  Elizabeth  (MacKenzie)  Markey,  of  County 
Monaghan,  Ireland.  Her  parents  both  died  in  Ire¬ 
land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheridan  were  the  parents  of 
five  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  living 
children  are:  Margaret  M.,  and  Harriette  E.,  twins, 
bom  August  21,  1900;  they  were  educated  at  Sacred 
Heart  Parochial  School  and  at  Notre  Dame  Academy, 
their  graduation  from  the  latter  institution  taking 
place  in  1921;  both  are  single.  Ellen  L.,  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  born  October  15,  1903,  received  her 
educational  training  at  Sacred  Heart  Academy  and 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  Parochial  School;  she  mar¬ 
ried  Frank  E.  Barranco,  Jr.,  June  8,  1926,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Frank  E.,  Jr.,  born  May  24,  1927. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheridan’s  other  children  were: 
Thomas,  born  December  24,  1895,  died  in  infancy; 
Anna  C.,  born  August  22,  1897,  and  educated  at  St. 
Peter’s  Academy,  died  May  16,  ig22. 

The  Sheridan  home  is  situated  at  No.  1034  Forest 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton,  in  a  pleasant  resi¬ 
dential  district. 


ROBERT  GOODALL  LINDSAY— Active  in 
the  political  and  civic  life  of  Richmond  Borough,  Mr. 
Lindsay  has  given  liberally  of  his  attention  and  sup¬ 
port  to  movements  aiding  local  progress,  particularly 
in  the  South  Shore  district  where  he  resides.  He  is 
not  only  widely-known  in  this  locality,  but  through¬ 
out  the  island  as  one  of  the  younger  men  whose 
industry  and  spirited  response  bids  fair  to  help  im¬ 
measurably  in  the  development  of  the  community. 

The  Lindsay  family  is  of  Scotch  descent,  being 
seated  for  long  years  in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  In  that 
city  William  Ross  Lindsay,  father  of  Robert  G.  Lind¬ 
say,  was  born  in  1875.  For  some  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  baking  business,  but  voyaged  to  the 
United  States  in  1907  and  took  up  his  residence  on 
Staten  Island.  Since  that  year  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Company  at  Princes 
Bay,  holding  at  present  a  position  in  the  rubber  de¬ 
partment  of  this  concern.  His  residence  is  also  sit¬ 
uated  in  this  section  of  the  island.  Mr.  Lindsay’s 
marriage  to  Mary  Kane,  a  native  of  Belfast,  Ireland, 
took  place  in  Scotland.  They  became  the  parents  of 
two  children,  Robert  G.,  and  Margaret.  The  latter 
married  William  Spencer,  a  painting  contractor  of 
Great  Kills,  and  they  have  two  children,  Eva  and 
Mary. 

Robert  G.  Lindsay’s  birth  occurred  in  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  October  28,  1894,  and  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  that  country. 
After  coming  to  the  United  States  with  his  family 
he  attended  high  school  at  White  Plains,  New  York, 
and  later  studied  at  Gaffey’s  Business  College  in  New 
York  City,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1912.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Gould  Com¬ 
mercial  Company,  a  concern  engaged  in  the  rubber 
business,  and  was  connected  with  this  establishment 
for  two  years.  His  next  association  was  with  F.  F. 
Norman  of  the  Terra  Marine  and  Associated  Com¬ 
panies,  where  his  duties  were  those  of  a  stenographer. 

In  1917  Mr.  Lindsay  entered  the  hotel  business  in 
which  he  was  destined  to  continue  for  some  years. 
His  first  position  was  that  of  superintendent  of  serv¬ 
ice  in  Hotel  Knickerbocker  in  New  York,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years.  In  1920,  after  having 
obtained  valuable  experience  and  training  in  this 
work,  he  opened  the  Woodlawn  Hotel  in  Great  Kills, 
and  Lindsay’s  Hotel  at  Great  Kills  Beach.  He  had 
made  his  home  in  the  surrounding  district  for  several 


years  previous  to  this  and  had  become  active  in  com¬ 
munity  affairs  and  generous  in  support  of  local  proj¬ 
ects.  He  managed  the  Woodlawn  for  two  years  and 
Lindsay’s  Hotel  for  ten  years,  the  latter  being  leased 
in  1930.  Both  proved  successful  ventures,  their  owner 
having  studied  every  detail  of  hotel  management  and 
having  acquired  an  ability  for  administrative  affairs 
that  in  turn  extended  to  other  important  movements 
in  which  he  participated. 

Apart  from  his  tasks  as  a  hotel  owner,  he  has 
found  opportunity  to  engage  in  activities  of  a  poli¬ 
tical  nature.  In  1922,  when  the  late  Mathew  J.  Cahill 
was  a  candidate  for  the  presidency  of  the  borough 
of  Richmond,  he  placed  Mr.  Lindsay  on  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  County  Committee.  In  appreciation  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  served  this  organization,  he  was 
appointed  leader  of  his  district  in  the  following  year 
and  maintained  this  post  through  three  primary  elec¬ 
tions.  He  triumphed  by  a  large  majority  in  each 
of  these  contests,  his  district  lending  strong  support 
to  the  candidates  he  favored.  In  1925  he  headed  the 
South  Shore  group  which  represented  the  Lynch- 
Rendt  forces  in  that  section  of  Staten  Island  and  was 
again  returned  victorious  in  a  primary  battle. 

Mr.  Lindsay  was  made  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Richmond  County  Democratic  organ¬ 
ization,  was  elected  vice-chairman  in  1926,  and  in 
same  year  was  nominated  and  elected  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  State  Committee  representing  the 
Second  Assembly  District.  It  is  also  worthy  of  men¬ 
tion  that  he  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Democratic  Organization.  He  has  been 
honorary  president  of  the  South  Shore  Democratic 
Club  since  its  inception  nine  years  ago.  In  the  recent 
primary  contest  he  was  nominated  by  the  Lynch 
faction  for  State  committeeman  and  was  the  only  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  ticket  to  be  elected  to  office.  In  addition 
to  fulfilling  the  duties  that  these  various  offices  have 
embraced  he  has  acted  as  a  delegate  to  nearly  every 
State  convention  held  by  the  Democratic  party  since 
1920. 

In  1927  Mr.  Lindsay  was  appointed  secretary  to 
the  consulting  engineer  for  the  borough  of  Richmond 
and  in  1929  was  chosen  secretary  to  the  Park  Com¬ 
mission,  a  post  he  held  until  the  summer  of  1930. 
His  tenancy  of  these  positions,  together  with  the 
varied  part  he  has  played  in  behalf  of  his  party,  are 
tangible  indications  of  his  concern  for  Staten  Island. 
In  turn,  he  has  succeeded  in  winning  the  esteem  of 
local  citizens  and  is  recognized  as  one  whose  work 
in  the  future  will  be  both  sustaining  and  productive 
of  material  accomplishment. 

In  fraternal  affairs,  Mr.  Lindsay  is  identified  with 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  and  served  on  the  Jubilee 
Committee  of  this  organization.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  Tottenville  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus, 
and  affiliated  with  the  South  Shore  Lions  Club,  of 
which  he  was  a  director.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  Within  his  home  dis¬ 
trict  he  is  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Soilth  Shore  Protective  Association,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  which  has  about  fifteen  hundred  members.  Fore¬ 
most  among  the  work  that  he  has  accomplished  in 
support  of  civic  and  hospital  work  on  Staten  Island 
has  been  that  tendered  the  Richmond  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Princes  Bay.  He  was  elected  to  a  three- 
year  term  as  a  trustee  of  this  institution  and  has  aided 
greatly  in  every  drive  for  funds  and  in  improvements 
undertaken  by  the  hospital. 

A  lover  of  sports  and  various  recreations,  Mr.  Lind¬ 
say  is  an  ardent  football  and  boxing  fan  and  served 
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as  first  president  of  the  Richmond  Boxing  Club  which 
operated  for  about  two  years.  Having  long  been  a 
keen  huntsman,  it  has  been  his  custom  to  embark  on 
hunting  expeditions  through  the  woods  of  Sullivan 
County,  New  York. 

Robert  G.  Lindsay  married  on  October  7,  1913, 
Catherine  Winter,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Freida 
(Kusche)  Winter,  of  Huguenot  Park.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lindsay  have  a  son,  Robert  Arthur,  born  January 
24,  1915,  who  is  a  student  at  Freehold  Military  School, 
Freehold,  New  Jersey.  The  family  residence  is 
located  at  No.  141  Nelson  Avenue,  Great  Kills. 


WILLIAM  Y.  BOGLE— Staten  Island  is  for¬ 
tunate  in  having  attracted  so  many  energetic  persons 
who  have  come  here  from  time  to  time  to  establish 
prosperous  enterprises — enterprises  which  have  added 
to  our  commercial  and  industrial  welfare,  and  like¬ 
wise  have  opened  fields  of  employment  to  residents 
of  the  community.  Included  among  these  is  the  late 
William  Y.  Bogle,  who  in  1920  began  operations  for 
the  manufacture  of  brick  at  Greenridge  along  the 
Arthur  Kill  River. 

A  son  of  William  Brooks  Bogle,  he  was  a  native 
of  Brooklyn,  where  in  the  public  and  high  schools 
his  education  was  acquired,  this  in  turn  having  been 
followed  by  years  of  exacting  experience  in  business 
life.  In  the  aforementioned  year  Mr.  Bogle  started 
the  American  Brick  Corporation  somewhat  near  Ross- 
ville,  where  its  plant,  modernly  equipped  with  kilns 
and  appliances  for  making  various  grades  of  common 
brick,  and  property  cover  a  space  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres.  An  interesting  sight  presents 
itself  to  the  visitor  on  the  grounds  of  this  company 
for  one  sees  the  wheels  of  industry  at  work  with  large 
steam  shovels  digging  deeply  into  beds  of  clay.  From 
there  the  raw  material  is  taken  in  small  cars,  drawn 
over  rails  or  by  truck  to  the  factory  for  conversion 
into  the  marketable  product,  and  finally  is  placed  on 
the  dock  for  shipment  to  various  destinations.  At 
the  present  time  this  is  one  of  the  leading  industries 
on  Staten  Island  which  reflects  the  foresight  and 
ability  of  its  late  executive. 

Mr.  Bogle  married  Alice  Boyd  Crane,  of  Mont¬ 
clair,  New  Jersey,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Margaret,  Caroline  and  William  Y.  Jr. 

William  Y.  Bogle,  Jr.,  who  had  been  associated 
in  business  with  his  father,  upon  the  latter’s  death, 
December  15,  1924,  succeeded  to  the  presidency  of 
the  company,  and  since  that  time  has  successfully 
carried  on  the  business.  He  was  born  in  Montclair, 
New  Jersey,  May  23,  1896,  and  there  received  his 
early  education  being  a  graduate  of  the  high  school. 
From  that  time  he  worked  under  his  able  father  until 
March,  1917,  when  he  went  to  England  and  enlisted 
in  the  Royal  Air  Force,  was  made  a  lieutenant,  and 
served  until  the  end  of  the  World  War.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  honorable  discharge  in  England  in  1919, 
then  returned  home,  where  he  resumed  his  original 
work.  Mr.  Bogle  is  a  recognized  leader  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  circles  of  Staten  Island,  and  in  1925  was  elected 
to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  South  Shore  Bank. 
His  offices  are  located  at  233  Broadway,  New  York 
City.  The  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce  num¬ 
bers  him  among  its  members. 

On  September  20,  1924,  Mr.  Bogle  married  Jose¬ 
phine  Hipkins,  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Effie  (Arm¬ 
strong)  Hipkins  of  Montclair,  New  Jersey.  Of  this 
union  there  are  three  children:  William  Y.  Bogle, 
3d,  born  May  17,  1927;  and  David  Caldwell,  and  John 
Clifton  (twins)  who  were  born  May  8,  1929. 


LEOPOLD  GROSS — A  resident  of  Manhattan 
since  1903,  Leopold  Gross  of  the  firm  of  W.  P. 
Tanner,  Gross  and  Company,  Incorporated,  of  New 
Brighton,  has  been  associated  here  in  an  industrial 
and  business  sense  for  many  years. 

The  Gioss  family  are  natives  of  the  province  of 
Bohemia,  now  a  part  of  the  new  nation,  Czecho¬ 
slovakia  in  Europe.  Louis  Gross,  the  father  of 
Leopold  Gross,  was  born  there  in  1825  and  after 
receiving  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  birth¬ 
place  came  to  America  about  1850  and  settled  in 
California.  Becoming  a  druggist,  he  began  the 
management  of  an  independent  establishment  in  San 
Francisco  in  i860,  continuing  in  this  endeavor  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  sixty,  the  year  of  his  retirement. 

He  was  affiliated  with  various  movements,  and 
was  an  ardent  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  held  a  number  of  important 
offices.  His  marriage  took  place  in  California  on 
April  2,  i860,  to  Elizabeth  Fischer,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children  as  follows:  Charles,  born 
September  5,  1862,  now  deceased;  Martha,  born  July 
3,  1864;  Isider,  born  April  3,  1868;  Felix,  born  June 
8,  1872;  Blanche,  born  September  30,  1875;  Josie, 
born  October  3,  1877;  Edythe,  born  August  18,  1879, 
and  Leopold,  of  further  mention.  The  death  of  Louis 
Gross  occurred  in  1895. 

Leopold  Gross  was  born  on  February  1,  1881,  in 
San  Francisco,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  local 
public  schools  of  that  city  and  at  the  San  Francisco 
Polytechnic  High  School.  After  graduating  from  the 
latter  institution,  in  1895,  he  entered  a  coal  and  team¬ 
ing  business  operated  in  his  home  city  by  his  brother, 
Felix.  He  continued  in  this  connection  until  Decem¬ 
ber,  1903,  when  he  fulfilled  a  desire  to  cross  the 
continent  to  New  York  City.  His  brother,  Felix 
Gross,  however,  continued  the  business  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Upon  reaching  New  York,  he  began  an  associa¬ 
tion  of  nearly  ten  years’  standing  in  a  wholesale  flour 
firm  operated  by  Charles  Lacey  Plumb.  Here  he  was 
employed  in  various  capacities  and  experienced  a 
thorough  training  for  the  business  that  was  to  occupy 
almost  his  entire  time  from  1913  to  the  present  (1930). 
In  the  former  year,  in  partnership  with  George  K. 
Morrow,  he  founded  the  wholesale  flour  and  cereal 
establishment  known  as  Gross  and  Company.  In  1915 
Mr.  Morrow  withdrew  from  the  firm,  with  the  result 
that  Mr.  Gross,  in  association  with  Wilson  P.  Tanner, 
formed  the  firm  of  W.  P.  Tanner,  Gross  and  Com¬ 
pany,  Incorporated.  Two  years  later  this  company 
erected  on  Staten  Island  a  large  flour  blending  and 
packing  warehouse  in  New  Brighton,  opposite  Jersey 
Street,  between  the  Kill  Van  Kull  and  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  where  they  have  every  facility  to 
carry  on  a  large  trade  in  this  product.  This  build¬ 
ing,  of  ample  proportions,  has  met  the  requirements 
of  the  company  and  borne  its  share  in  the  industrial 
life  of  the  island. 

Through  his  experience  and  his  long  connection 
with  the  wholesale  flour  and  cereal  business,  Mr. 
Gross  has  became  prominent  in  this  industry.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  following  organizations :  Cole¬ 
man  and  Company,  investment  securities  and  grain 
commodities;  The  New  York  Produce  Exchange; 
the  Merchants’  Association  of  New  York,  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  Toronto,  Canada.  He  is  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  City  Athletic  Club,  and  the  Masonic 
Order,  being  affiliated  with  Mount  Nebo  Lodge,  No. 
257,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Consistory  of 
New  York  (thirty-second  degree),  and  Mecca  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
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He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Masonic 
Club,  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
an  ex-president  and  director  of  the  St.  George  Build¬ 
ing,  Saving  and  Loan  Association. 

Mr.  Gross  married  on  April  24,  1905,  Hattie  Mor¬ 
ris,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Henrietta  Morris,  of  San 
Francisco.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gross  are  the  parents  of 
a  daughter,  Adele,  born  February  7,  1909,  now  Mrs. 
Alphonse  Rosenberg.  She  is  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Helene  and  Alise. 


EDMUND  SCHAEFER — The  son  of  old-time 
residents  of  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Schaefer  himself  is 
a  native  and  life-long  resident  of  the  island.  For 
more  than  three  decades  he  has  been  continually 
engaged  in  business  at  Stapleton,  and  his  personality, 
reliability,  and  efficiency,  have  not  only  gained  him 
a  notable  success  in  his  chosen  endeavor,  but  also 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Edmund  Schaefer  was  born  at  36  Canal  Street, 
Stapleton,  in  1869,  a  son  of  Carl  and  Helen  (Meurer) 
Schaefer.  Both  his  parents,  who  are  now  deceased, 
were  natives  of  Hessen,  Germany,  and  came  to  Staten 
Island  in  1858.  His  father  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  leading  furniture  dealers  on  Staten  Island.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carl  Schaefer  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Edmund,  of  this 
review;  Edward  and  Carl,  engaged  in  the  upholstery 
business  on  Staten  Island;  Alfred,  a  resident  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio;  Adolf,  a  resident  of  Catskill,  New 
York;  and  Emma,  wife  of  William  Rice,  and  for¬ 
merly  a  resident  of  Greenville,  North  Carolina,  now 
living  in  Catskill,  New  York. 

Edmund  Schaefer  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Staten  Island  and  subsequently  entered 
his  father’s  furniture  store.  After  several  years’  as¬ 
sociation  with  his  father,  in  1895  he  established  him¬ 
self  in  the  undertaking  business  at  Stapleton,  in  which 
he  has  since  continued  with  much  success,  being  now 
considered  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
morticians  on  Staten  Island. 

Progressive  in  his  business  methods,  Mr.  Schaefer 
has  always  been  a  leader  in  installing  the  most  up- 
to-date  and  efficient  equipment,  his  entire  establish¬ 
ment  manifesting  a  significant  step  forward  in  his 
profession  on  Staten  Island.  He  has  erected  a  mort¬ 
uary  chapel,  undenominational  in  design  and  char¬ 
acter,  which  is  capable  of  seating  one  hundred  per¬ 
sons.  Cathedral  windows  adorn  the  chapel,  and  the 
fixtures  within  are  of  solid  chestnut,  while  a  pipe 
organ,  a  piano,  and  numerous  other  accessories  add 
materially  to  its  embellishment.  The  establishment 
is  also  furnished  with  a  rest  room  and  an  operating 
room,  and  service  wagons,  hearses,  and  limousines 
are  available.  All  the  engravings  are  inscribed  within 
the  premises  and  upholstering  on  moderate  priced 
caskets  is(  likewise  wrought  there.  No  less  than  twenty- 
four  types  of  caskets  are  on  display,  ranging  from 
those  of  wooden  variety  to  ones  made  of  bronze  with 
glass-enclosed  tops.  Styles  of  clothing  for  the  body 
also  range  from  that  designed  for  a  child  to  an  elderly 
person.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  Schaefer  estimates 
that  his  mortuary  parlor  averages  a  funeral  each  day. 
His  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  in  which  he 
is  engaged  and  the  reliability  and  promptness  of  the 
service  rendered  have  placed  him  in  the  full  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  public.  His  place  of  business,  located 
at  No.  537  Bay  Street,  takes  up  a  good  portion  of  the 
frontage  of  a  city  block. 

^  Mr.  Schaefer  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Kiwanis  Club.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
Masonic  affairs.  He  is  a  Past  Master  of  Beacon  Light 


Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a  member  of 
various  other  bodies  of  that  fraternity,  having  attained 
the  thirty-second  degree.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Staten  Island  Masonic  Club,  and  is  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  members  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  on  Staten  Island,  his  membership  number 
being  Forty-five  in  Lodge  No.  841  of  that  organ¬ 
ization.  For  the  past  five  years  he  has  been  chairman 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church.  In  professional  life  he  is  a  member  of  the 
New  York  City  Undertakers’  Association  and  both 
the  National  and  State  Morticians’  associations. 

Edmund  Schaefer  married  on  March  25,  1893, 
Caroline  Winsch,  who  died  in  1914,  a  native  of  Staten 
Island,  and  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Margaret 
(Chorman)  Winsch.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schaefer  became 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Edmund  Schaefer,  Jr., 
and  Margaret  who  was  married  on  June  25,  1919, 
to  Edward  J.  Meurer.  They  have  a  daughter,  Carol 
Margaret.  The  Schaefer  family  home  is  located  at 
No.  42  Ward  Avenue,  Stapleton,  the  home  of  Mr. 
Schaefer’s  son-in-law  being  adjacent  at  No.  48  Ward 
Avenue.  These  twin  homes  are  known  as  “Twa 
Hames,”  being  beautifully  situated  on  Ward  Hill 
at  the  corners  of  Ward  Avenue  and  Avon  Place. 
From  this  location  is  afforded  an  unexcelled  view 
of  New  York  Bay,  the  Narrows,  Manhattan  Island, 
Brooklyn,  and  New  Jersey. 


HENRY  GEORGE  STEINMEYER,  D.  D.  S. 

— Dr.  Steinmeyer  is  the  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Henry 
F.  Steinmeyer  who  commenced  the  practice  of  dentis¬ 
try  in  Stapleton  in  1879.  He  had  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  in  Westerleigh  Collegiate 
Institute,  receiving  his  degree  from  the  dental  depart¬ 
ment  of  New  York  University  in  1908,  subsequently 
conducting  his  practice  in  association  with  his  father 
until  the  latter’s  death  in  1920.  His  wife  was  Ellinor 
Bertram  Tooker,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Miss  Hunter’s 
School  in  New  York,  and  they  have  one  child,  a  son, 
now  a  student  in  the  Staten  Island  Academy. 

Dr.  Steinmeyer  has  always  been  a  student  of  music, 
and  was  for  a  number  of  years  the  youngest  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Philharmonic  Society,  which  was  perhaps 
the  finest  amateur  orchestra  that  Staten  Island  has 
ever  had.  He  later  organized  and  conducted  an  or¬ 
chestra  which  from  time  to  time  gave  concerts  in  the 
interest  of  charity.  Dr.  Steinmeyer  has  been  active 
in  historical  research  and  has  collected  a  large  amount 
of  data  on  New  York  during  the  Revolution.  He 
was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  of  Coast  Artil¬ 
lery  in  1918,  was  battalion  adjutant  in  the  244th 
Regiment  of  the  National  Guard  from  1923  until  1928, 
and  was  regimental  editor  of  the  “National  Guards¬ 
man”  for  over  five  years.  He  is  a  perpetual  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  New  York  Society  of  Military  and  Naval 
Officers,  a  member  of  V.  C.  A.  Post  and  has  the 
honor  of  being  in  the  Color  Guard  of  the  former 
organization,  membership  in  which  is  limited  to 
twenty-five.  His  college  fraternity  is  Psi  Omega. 
An  enthusiastic  horseman,  he  is  treasurer  of  the  Bridle 
Path  Association  of  Richmond  County,  which  has 
for  its  object  the  establishment  of  bridle  paths 
throughout  the  city  park  system.  His  home  is  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  most  attractive  on  the  island,  and 
is  on  Ward  Hill,  overlooking  the  bay.  His  offices 
are  in  the  Pape  Building,  in  Stapleton. 


THEODORE  W.  WOGLOM— Of  the  persons 
who  have  risen  to  a  position  of  influence  and  trust 
in  a  community  and  have  achieved  success  in  their 
various  pursuits,  none  are  more  deserving  of  esteem 
than  Theodore  W.  Woglom,  of  Tottenville,  who  is 
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associated  with  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Manufacturing 
Company  at  Prince  Bay,  and  who  is  of  the  eighth 
generation  of  his  family  on  Staten  Island. 

The  name,  Woggelum,  Wogelum,  and  Woglcm,  as 
it  has  been  spelled  from  time  to  time,  is  of  Dutch 
derivation.  Families  bearing  this  surname  were  de¬ 
scended  from  Baron  Van  Woggelum,  of  Woggelum 
in  the  Netherlands,  having  early  identified  with  the 
history  and  development  of  that  country.  From  the 
market  town  of  Woggelum,  Jan  Van  Woggelum 
emigrated  to  America  in  1643,  coming  in  the  vessel, 
“Spotted  Cow,”  which,  it  is  believed,  landed  at  Perth 
Amboy,  New  Jersey.  Certain  of  its  passengers  later 
settled  on  Staten  Island,  but  Jan  (John)  Van  Wog¬ 
gelum,  possessing  means,  became  the  owner  of  a 
large  tract  of  land  near,  or  including  the  present  city 
of  Hoboken.  In  the  year,  1696,  it  is  recorded  that 
Jan  Van  Woggelum  sold  land  on  Staten  Island  and 
thereafter  his  family  became  identified  with  this  place. 
His  wife  was  Grytie,  or  Gryssie,  and  she  and  Jan 
Pieterzen  Van  Woggelum  were  witnesses  at  a  bap¬ 
tism  in  1696-98.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Colonial 
Assembly  from  Richmond  in  1698-99,  and  had  two 
sons:  Jan  2d  and  Adrian  (also  recorded  Ary). 

The  Adrian  or  Ary  Van  Woggelum  branch  is  the 
one  from  which  Theodore  W.  Woglom  is  descended. 
Adrian  Van  Woggelum  married  Celia  Pryor,  some¬ 
time  between  1711  and  1715,  and  though  he  is  rec¬ 
orded  as  a  witness  to  baptisms  on  at  least  three 
occasions,  no  land  transactions  or  public  services  are 
found  in  Staten  Island  records  bearing  his  name. 
He  and  his  wife  had  six  children:  John;  Anna,  bap¬ 
tized  December  25,  1719;  Andries,  baptized  June  27, 
1725;  Adrian,  Jr.,  baptized  July  27,  1729;  Abraham,  of 
whom  further;  and  Peter,  “born  after  1730.” 

Of  these,  Abraham  Wogelum  was  baptized  August 
8,  1731.  He  lived  on  Staten  Island  during  his  life, 
and  it  is  recorded  that  he  was  appointed  a  first  lieu¬ 
tenant  by  local  citizens,  and  was  recommended  for 
approbation  to  the  New  York  Committee  of  Safety 
on  March  29,  1776.  He  married  Sary  (last  name 
unknown),  whose  death  occurred  in  December,  1759, 
at  the  age  of  nineteen.  It  was  only  a  few  days  prior 
to  her  demise  that  her  only  son,  Abraham,  was  born. 
Abraham  Wogelum,  the  elder,  died  in  Rossville  and 
was  buried  there,  but  his  tomb  is  undecipherable. 

Abraham  (2)  Wogelum  (Woglum)  married  ( first) 
Rachel  Ann  Winants,  and  they  had  seven  children; 
he  married  (second)  Nancy  Tufft,  by  whom  there 
was  no  issue.  The  seven  children  of  the  first  mar¬ 
riage  were:  Catharine,  who  married  Peter  Winants; 
Celia,  who  married  a  Mawn  of  Virginia;  Betsey, 
married  Samuel  Storer;  Nancy,  remained  single; 
Mary,  died  at  an  early  age;  Abraham,  3d,  of  whom 
further;  and  a  seventh  child  (name  not  known)  who 
married  a  Baker  from  New  York. 

Abraham  (3)  Woglom,  great-grandfather  of  Theo¬ 
dore  W.  Woglom,  was  born  in  1780  and  married 
Patience  Van  Schaick,  who  was  born  in  1783.  They 
had  eight  children  as  follows:  Rachel  Ann,  born  in 
1804,  died  in  1833;  John  V.  S.,  of  whom  further; 
Peter,  born  in  1808;  Hannah  V.  S.,  born  in  1813; 
Catharine,  born  in  1816;  Abraham,  born  in  1818; 
Eleanor,  born  in  1821;  and  Mary,  born  in  1825. 
Abraham  (3)  Woglom  died  in  1833,  and  Patience,  his 
wife,  died  in  1836. 

John  V.  S.  Woglom,  born  in  1806,  died  in  1892; 
he  married  (first)  Catharine  E.  (last  name  unknown) 
and  married  (second)  Hannah  (whose  last  name  is 
also  unknown).  His  children  were:  James,  of  further 
mention;  Mary,  who  died  unmarried;  John,  who  re¬ 
mained  unmarried;  Emma,  who  became  a  Mrs. 
Decker;  Abram,  who  became  the  father  of  three  sons, 


Henry,  Napoleon,  and  John,  and  a  daughter,  Sadie, 
all  of  whom  are  living  on  Staten  Island. 

James  Woglom,  born  October  15,  1852,  was  bap¬ 
tized  in  May,  1833,  according  to  baptismal  records 
of  the  Woodrow  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  After 
receiving  a  common  school  education  he  became 
primarily  an  oysterman  by  calling.  He  married  Sarah 
Anne  Alston  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Laura,  deceased,  became  the  wife  of  Frank 
Hodge;  their  children  were:  Montague,  died  young; 
Chester;  James;  Marion,  who  married  Herbert  Bedell; 
Mary  E.,  deceased,  married  Herbert  V.  MacCor- 
mack;  Theodore  W.,  of  whom  further;  and  Ellen, 
who  married  Andrew  M.  Sprague;  they  have  one 
daughter,  Virginia,  and  reside  on  Bentley  Street, 
Tottenville.  James  Woglom  died  when  his  youngest 
son  was  but  three  years  of  age  and  is  buried  in 
St.  Luke’s  Cemetery,  Rossville. 

Theodore  W.  Woglom,  son  of  James  and  Sarah  Anne 
(Alston)  Woglom,  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Rossville,  after  which  he  be¬ 
came  a  student  at  Trinity  School,  New  York.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  S.  S. 
White  Dental  Manufacturing  Company  at  Prince 
Bay  and  has  been  connected  with  this  well-known 
firm  ever  since.  At  first  he  was  forced  to  begin  at  a 
low  salary,  but  he  steadily  enured  himself  to  the 
tasks  at  hand,  and  was  promoted  gradually  to  posi¬ 
tions  offering  more  advancement  and  more  congenial 
work.  In  this  respect  his  initiative  and  resourceful¬ 
ness  stood  him  in  good  stead  and  as  a  consequence 
he  has  advanced  to  a  post  of  responsibility,  that  of 
head  of  the  photographic  department  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

Mr.  Woglom,  for  many  years,  has  been  especially 
interested  and  active  in  political  affairs  of  the  South 
Shore,  particularly  in  Tottenville,  where  he  is  chairman 
of  the  Fifth  Ward  Republican  County  Committee. 
Since  October,  1924,  he  has  occupied  this  office,  hav¬ 
ing  worked  tirelessly  in  the  past  presidential  cam¬ 
paign  on  behalf  of  the  party  of  his  choice  and  having 
from  time  to  time  attended  many  of  the  more  impor¬ 
tant  Republican  conventions. 

Mr.  Woglom  is  interested  in  movements  relating 
to  the  cause  of  public  and  social  welfare  and  has 
aided  wholeheartedly  in  such  organizations.  His  inter¬ 
est  in  the  history  of  Staten  Island,  in  which  his  fam¬ 
ily  has  played  a  conspicuous  part  since  early  times,  is 
surpassed  only  by  his  belief  in  the  future  development 
of  this  borough.  He  is  a  man  devoted  to  his  home 
and  family,  is  a  member  of  the  popular  Aquehonga 
Athletic  Club  of  the  South  Shore,  and  was  for  many 
years  affiliated  with  the  local  Lodge  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum. 

Mr.  Woglom’s  first  marriage  took  place  in  1901  to 
Ellen  V.  Braden,  daughter  of  an  old  New  York  fam¬ 
ily.  Her  parents  were  Richard  and  Mary  Braden  of 
that  city,  and  her  death  occurred  in  1918.  To  this 
marriage  a  daughter  was  born,  Grace  Eleanor,  who 
married  George  Brown,  of  an  old  and  respected  fam¬ 
ily  of  Tottenville,  the  son  of  George  Brown,  Sr., 
(q.  v.)  prominent  local  shipbuilder. 

Mr.  Woglom’s  second  marriage  occurred  on  June 
7,  1921,  when  he  married  Emma  (Androvette)  Robe- 
dee,  a  widow,  who  was  long  been  active  in  local 
women’s  organizations  and  is  a  member  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution.  For  years  she  and 
her  family  have  been  regular  attendants  of  St.  Paul’s 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  her  interest  in  the 
Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  this  church  has  been  long  sus¬ 
tained.  There  are  no  children  by  this  marriage. 

The  Woglom  residence  is  pleasantly  situated  at  No. 
158  Johnson  Avenue,  Tottenville. 
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PERRY  J.  DUNN,  JR. — Advertising  has  been 
described  as  “the  soul  of  business”  and  many  well 
known  and  useful  products  of  local  business  and 
industry  owe  their  deserved  success  and  popularity 
to  the  announcement  displayed  throughout  Staten  Is¬ 
land  by  the  Richmond  Poster  Advertising  Company, 
of  which  Perry  J.  Dunn  is  president  and  active 
executive. 

Mr.  Dunn  was  born  in  Tompkinsville,  July  22, 
1889,  the  son  of  Perry  J.,  Sr.,  and  Minnie  (Richter) 
Dunn,  both  natives  of  this  place.  Mr.  Dunn’s  grand¬ 
father  was  Patrick  Dunn,  who  came  from  Ireland 
and  settled  in  Tompkinsville,  Staten  Island,  about 
1850.  He  married  Catherine,  and  to  this  union  two 
sons,  Perry  J.,  Sr.,  and  John  F.,  and  one  daughter, 
Ellen,  were  born.  The  latter  married  George  Ford, 
a  local  resident,  now  deceased. 

Perry  J.  Dunn,  Sr.,  and  his  brother  John  F.,  organ¬ 
ized  the  original  firm  of  Dunn  Brothers  and  engaged 
in  the  poster  business  as  early  as  1880,  being  among  the 
first,  if  not  pioneers,  in  the  field  of  modern  adver¬ 
tising  on  the  island.  The  firm  continued  with  ever- 
increasing  prosperity  and  influence  from  the  time  of 
its  inception.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Dunn  in  1905 
the  management  of  the  enterprise  was  taken  over  by 
his  brother,  John  F.,  the  former’s  interests,  however, 
being  maintained  by  his  widow.  In  1907,  after  gradua¬ 
tion  from  school,  Perry  J.  Dunn,  Jr.,  assumed  his 
father’s  place  and  until  1923  conducted  the  business 
with  his  uncle.  In  that  year,  after  the  death  of  John  F. 
Dunn,  he  purchased  the  rights  and  interests  and  after 
reorganizing  the  business,  incorporated  it  as  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Poster  Advertising  Company.  Mr.  Dunn  is  also 
executive  head  of  the  P.  J.  Dunn  Company,  which 
concern  specializes  in  painted  bulletins  and  com¬ 
mercial  sign  work.  In  addition  to  advertising  com¬ 
modities  of  local  products  the  firm  handles  such  work 
of  a  national  scope.  Mr.  Dunn  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  is 
affiliated  with  the  Outdoor  Advertising  Association 
of  America,  holding  the  office  of  secretary  in  the  State 
organization  of  this  body. 

The  success  of  his  business  and  the  prominence  it 
has  attained  in  the  advertising  field  is  credited  by  Mr. 
Dunn  to  the  elimination  of  the  old  time  poster  meth¬ 
ods  and  to  the  selling  of  standardized  signs  and  posters. 

Mr.  Dunn  was  educated  in  the  Augustinian  Acade¬ 
my,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  in  1907.  His 
father  was  active  in  politics  in  Richmond  County  and 
served  a  number  of  years  as  county  assessor  under 
the  old  regime,  prior  to  consolidation  with  Greater 
New  York.  He  was  also,  for  some  years,  president 
of  the  Board  of  Assessors. 

On  February  28,  1911,  Mr.  Dunn  married  Sarah 
R.  Sheehan,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Mary  (Dris¬ 
coll)  Sheehan,  both  natives  of  New  Brighton,  and  of 
Irish  lineage.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Dunn  are  the  parents 
of  three  children  as  follows:  Daphne,  a  graduate 
of  Notre  Dame  Academy,  Madeline  and  Lorraine, 
now  (1930)  students  at  this  academy.  Mrs.  Dunn’s 
father,  before  his  retirement,  was  engaged  in  the 
theatrical  business  in  Manhattan. 


THOMAS  FRANCIS  QUINLAN— One  of  the 

prominent  representatives  in  Staten  Island  business 
circles  was  Thomas  F.  Quinlan,  founder  of  the  T.  F. 
Quinlan  and  Son  Coal  Company,  Incorporated,  and 
director  of  other  local  corporations.  Mr.  Quinlan  had 
retired  from  active  business  affairs  some  time  before 
his  death,  but  still  retained  an  interest  in  the  Quinlan 
company  and  other  concerns,  at  the  same  time  giving 
freely  of  his  abilities  and  means  to  community  matters. 
Mr.  Quinlan  was  a  native  of  this  borough,  having 


been  born  in  Port  Richmond,  March  20,  1859,  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Bridget  (Gleason)  Quinlan.  The 
elder  Quinlans  both  natives  of  Ireland,  came  to 
America  while  still  young,  over  eighty  years  ago, 
and  located  on  the  island.  Thomas  Quinlan,  the 
father,  was  a  stonecutter  by  trade  and  his  services 
were  in  much  demand  by  the  builders  and  contractors 
of  his  time.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  five 
other  children:  William  J.;  Mary,  who  married  John 
Doody;  Johanna,  unmarried;  and  two  children,  who 
died  in  childhood. 

The  early  education  of  Thomas  F.  Quinlan  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  Port  Richmond  and 
his  first  business  connection  was  with  the  old  Barrett 
Nephews  and  Company,  famous  dyers.  He  later  went 
into  the  feed  and  grain  business  with  his  brother, 
William  J.  Quinlan,  at  Port  Richmond,  where  the  two 
brothers  operated  a  grain  elevator.  About  the  year 
1887  Mr.  Quinlan  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the 
grain  firm  and  entered  the  coal  business  in  which 
he  was  engaged  until  retirement.  His  son,  Thomas  R. 
Quinlan,  however,  has  directed  the  affairs  of  the 
company  since  his  retirement  (1925)  from  active  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  business,  but  his  father  retained  the 
presidency  of  the  corporation.  The  business  offices 
and  plant  are  located  at  1473  Richmond  Terrace,  on 
a  plot  of  ground  with  a  frontage  on  the  terrace  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  by  a  depth  of  six  hun¬ 
dred  feet  to  the  river.  Here  are  the  yards,  storage 
bins,  railroad  siding  and  docks  along  with  the  ma¬ 
chinery  and  a  number  of  trucks  to  carry  on  the 
increasing  trade  of  the  company  which  is  the  result 
of  the  enterprising  spirit  and  integrity  of  Mr.  Quin¬ 
lan  and  his  son.  The  firm  was  incorporated  in  1925. 
In  addition  to  his  office  as  president  of  the  coal  con¬ 
cern,  Mr.  Quinlan  was  a  director  of  the  Staten  Island 
National  Bank  and  Trust  Company  and  of  the  Third 
Ward  Savings  and  Loan  Association.  The  firm  is 
affiliated  with  the  Richmond  Coal  Merchants  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  the  North  Shore  Ice  Company. 

On  April  8,  1891,  Mr.  Quinlan  married  Mary  Agnes 
Daugherty,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Bridget  (Gorm- 
ley)  Daugherty,  both  of  whom  came  to  this  country 
some  years  ago  from  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quinlan 
were  the  parents  of  four  daughters  and  two  sons:  x. 
Agnes,  who  married  John  Milnes,  Jr.,  and  they  have 
five  children:  John,  Mary,  Jane,  Ann,  and  Joseph. 
2.  Alice,  married  Glyn  Davies;  no  issue.  3.  Grace, 
the  wife  of  Peter  Watters,  and  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Peter,  Jr.  4.  Frances,  married  Alfred  Schade,  and 
they  have  a  daughter,  Beryle.  5.  Charles.  6.  Thomas 
R.,  who  married  Beatrice  Connolly,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Ronald  and  Jacqueline. 

The  Quinlan  family  residence  is  at  397  Richmond 
Avenue,  Port  Richmond.  Mr.  Quinlan  died  Novem¬ 
ber  18,  1930. 

DR.  JOHN  JEROME  GOLLER,  M.  D.— The 

professional  experience  of  Dr.  John  J.  Goller  has  been 
a  varied  and  an  interesting  one.  Since  the  completion 
of  his  interneship  he  has,  in  addition  to  regular  pro¬ 
fessional  duties,  been  engaged  in  public  health  serv¬ 
ice  and  study,  both  in  this  country  and  abroad. 

Dr.  Goller  was  born  November  24,  1895,  son  of 
John  and  Katherine  (Higgins)  Goller,  natives  of 
Staten  Island.  Besides  Dr.  Goller  there  were  in  the 
family  a  sister,  Rene,  a  graduate  of  the  local  high 
school  and  the  University  of  Alabama,  and  who  was 
formerly  a  nurse  in  the  Staten  Island  Hospital;  also 
two  brothers,  Eugene  and  Harold,  who  are  engaged 
in  business  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  Dr.  Goller  received 
his  local  education  in  Public  School,  No.  16,  and  in 
Augustinian  Academy,  from  the  latter  of  which  he 
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was  graduated  in  1913.  He  began  his  professional 
training  in  the  Fordham  Medical  School  and  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in 
1920;  he  then  became  connected  with  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital.  Later  he  entered  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service,  with  headquarters  at  Rosebank,  where 
he  served  as  assistant  surgeon  for  three  and  a  half 
years.  He  was  later  sent  to  Europe  to  study  foreign 
methods  of  naval  sanitation,  and  has  since  continued 
public  health  service  in  various  capacities.  In  1924, 
the  year  in  which  he  studied  in  Europe,  he  also  went 
to  South  America  as  medical  supervisor  in  the 
employ  of  the  Grace  Steamship  Company,  visiting 
Peru,  Chili,  and  the  Panama  Canal  Zone.  He  is  now 
associated  with  St.  Vincent’s,  and  Richmond  Memo¬ 
rial  hospitals,  physician  to  Wagner  College,  and  a 
member  of  the  Richmond  County  Medical  Soicety. 
In  1929  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  Harvard 
University  to  further  his  knowledge  in  special  sub¬ 
jects  of  medicine.  Fraternally,  he  is  identified  with 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Dr.  Goller  married  on  July  6,  1927,  May  Grohol, 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  was  graduated  from  St. 
Elizabeth’s  College,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  and  taught  in  Curtis  High  School  as  instructor 
in  French  and  Latin. 


THEODORE  FASTEN  RATH— Integrity, 
unceasing  industry,  and  outstanding  business  ability 
have  gained  wide  recognition  for  Theodore  Fasten- 
rath,  prominent  Staten  Island  clubman,  civic  leader, 
and  business  executive.  For  sometime  a  resident  of 
West  New  Brighton,  Mr.  Fastenrath  was  engaged 
until  1923  in  the  baking  business,  but  since  then  has 
been  a  partner  of  one  of  the  leading  wholesale  flour 
establishments  and  in  more  recent  years  president  and 
proprietor  of  an  automobile  sales  company.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  directorates  of  important  finan¬ 
cial  institutions  in  Richmond  County  and  has  taken 
part  in  all  movements  for  the  welfare  of  the  island. 

Mr.  Fastenrath  was  born  at  Hagen,  Westphalia, 
Germany,  February  15,  1882,  a  son  of  the  late  Karl 
and  Caroline  (Dort)  Fastenrath.  The  father  was  a 
woodcarver.  His  parents  died  within  two  years  of 
each  other,  when  their  son  was  only  about  seventeen 
years  old.  In  spite  of  his  youth  he  took  over  the 
duties  as  head  of  the  family  and  unselfishly  devoted 
himself  to  the  bringing  up  of  his  two  small  brothers. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  there  learned  the  baking  trade.  At  an 
early  age  he  became  the  manager  of  a  retail  grocery 
which  he  continued  until  1905.  He  came  to  the  United 
States,  September  29,  of  that  year,  and  at  first  settled 
in  New  York  City,  where  he  engaged  in  the  baking 
business  at  Tenth  Avenue  and  Forty-eighth  Street. 
In  1910  he  removed  to  Brooklyn,  there  established 
himself  in  a  similar  business,  and  on  April  1,  1917 
came  to  Staten  Island  where  he  purchased  a  local 
bakery  in  West  New  Brighton.  Within  a  few  years 
he  had  expanded  its  trade  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
found  it  necessary  to  erect  new  quarters  near  Broad¬ 
way.  He  continued  to  successfully  conduct  this  enter¬ 
prise  until  1923,  when  he  became  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  McKenzie  &  Fastenrath,  wholesale  dealers 
in  flour.  In  December,  1925,  he  became  president  and 
proprietor  of  the  West  New  Brighton  Motor  Sales 
Company,  dealers  in  Ford  cars,  but  subsequently  dis¬ 
continued  the  Ford  products  for  the  sale  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  Oldsmobile  and  General  Motors 
trucks.  Mr.  Fastenrath  has  been  invariably  success¬ 
ful  in  his  many  enterprises,  and  has  made  for  himself 
an  enviable  reputation  for  integrity  and  sound  judg¬ 


ment.  Since  1920  he  has  been  a  director  of  the  West 
New  Brighton  Bank,  and  of  the  State  Bank  of  Rich¬ 
mond  County.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Lions  Club;  the  Master 
Bakers’  Association  of  Richmond  County;  and  Mer¬ 
chants  Lodge,  No.  709,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
He  was  a  leading  factor  in  the  organization  of  the 
local  Stueben  Society  and  was  the  president  in  1928, 
having  been  reelected  on  January  12,  1929. 

Mr.  Fastenrath  married  in  New  York  City,  in  the 
year,  1910,  Caroline  Mochel,  a  native  of  Alsace- 
Lorraine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fastenrath  are  the  parents 
of  three  children,  Emily,  Bertha,  and  Anna.  The 
family  home  is  located  at  534  Broadway,  West  New 
Brighton. 


WILLIAM  K.  WALSH— As  head  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  street  cleaning  of  the  borough  of  Richmond, 
William  K.  Walsh  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  thor¬ 
oughly  capable  public  official  and  citizen.  The  quality 
of  this  work  has  always  been  such  that  he  has  suc¬ 
cessively  assumed  various  positions  of  importance,  his 
managerial  abilities  being  readily  recognized  by  his 
fellow-citizens  and  business  associates. 

Mr.  Walsh  was  born  March  28,  1871  at  8  Rector 
Street,  New  York,  in  the  old  First  Ward,  very  near 
the  site  of  Trinity  Church.  He  is  the  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  H.,  who  was  also  born  in  the  First  Ward,  and 
Anna  (Skuse)  Walsh,  the  latter  a  native  of  Staten 
Island.  Both  William  H.  and  Anna  (Skuse)  Walsh 
were  of  Irish  ancestry,  their  families  having  come 
to  America  between  1830  and  1840. 

When  he  was  one  month  old,  our  subject  was 
brought  to  Staten  Island  by  his  parents  and  here  he 
subsequently  gained  his  early  education  in  Castleton 
School,  No.  3,  now  Public  School,  No.  17,  at  New 
Brighton.  William  H.  Walsh,  the  father,  was  a 
prominent  political  character  and  at  one  time  was 
sergeant-at-arms  in  the  Democratic  Board  of  Aider- 
men  in  New  York  City.  It  is  also  related  that  Anna 
(Skuse)  Walsh,  reserved  a  room  in  the  old  homestead 
at  New  Brighton  for  religious  service  which  in  later 
years  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  present  St.  Peter’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  family  at  all  times  has 
displayed  a  keen  interest  in  public  matters  and  an 
eagerness  to  do  what  lay  in  their  power  to  promote 
general  welfare  and  prosperity. 

William  K.  Walsh,  like  his  father,  early  began  to 
take  a  keen  interest  in  civic  affairs.  Upon  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  schooling,  he  became  interested  in 
building  activities  and  for  a  number  of  years  follow¬ 
ing  he  was  in  the  employment  of  various  construc¬ 
tion  companies.  During  these  years  he  spent  all 
available  time  in  the  study  of  plan  reading  and  esti¬ 
mating,  thus  thoroughly  familiarizing  himself  with 
this  work.  In  1913  he  became  identified  with  the 
borough  government  as  deputy  city  clerk  but  soon 
resigned  from  that  office  to  become  a  candidate  for 
alderman.  After  a  successful  campaign  he  attained  his 
aldermanic  seat  in  1915.  Without  finishing  his  second 
term  in  the  lawmaking  branch  of  the  city  govern¬ 
ment,  he  became  a  candidate  for  sheriff  and  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority  in  1918,  serving  in  this 
capacity  for  three  years.  From  1921,  when  that  period 
was  ended,  until  1923  he  occupied  the  office  of  assist¬ 
ant  to  Borough  President  John  A.  Lynch.  In  this 
latter  year  he  was  appointed  commissioner  of  the 
Street  Cleaning  Department,  Borough  of  Richmond,  a 
position  which  he  still  holds.  In  his  first  winter  in 
office  he  ably  directed  the  removal  of  snow  on  the 
island  thoroughfares  in  a  way  that  eliminated  the 
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graft  element  suspected  to  have  existed  among  “gang” 
political  leaders  in  past  days. 

He  is  well  known  in  various  circles  and  in  frater¬ 
nal  affairs  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus. 

Mr.  Wjalsh  married  January  24,  1896,  Mary  Cal¬ 
lahan,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (McGary)  Cal¬ 
lahan.  The  McGary  and  Callahan  families  first 
located  on  Staten  Island  nearly  seventy  years  ago 
when  their  original  members  first  came  to  America 
from  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walsh  are  the  parents 
of  eleven  children  of  whom  nine  are  now  living.  They 
are:  1.  Dr.  Richard  J.  Walsh,  born  May  7,  1899; 
he  received  his  primary  education  at  Public  School, 
No.  17,  and  at  La  Salle  Academy,  graduating  from 
the  latter  in  1918.  During  the  World  War  he  enlisted 
for  military  service  and  was  assigned  to  the  United 
States  Army  Officers’  Training  School.  Upon  his  re¬ 
turn  to  civilian  life  he  again  devoted  himself  to  profes¬ 
sional  training  and  in  1925  was  graduated,  being  the 
last  to  receive  a  diploma  from  the  New  York  Col¬ 
lege  of  Dentistry  before  it  became  incorporated  as  a 
part  of  New  York  University.  Subsequently  he  served 
as  a  dentist  at  St.  John’s  Guild  and  later  as  resident 
dentist  at  the  Children’s  Hospital.  With  this  experi¬ 
ence  added  to  his  preparation,  he  then  opened  offices 
of  his  own  in  the  McGregor  Arms  Apartment,  at 
St.  George,  where  he  now  administers  to  a  large 
practice. 

Dr.  Walsh  is  a  member  of  Beta  Chapter  of  Psi 
Omega  Fraternity  in  which  he  served  as  president. 
On  September  17,  1927,  at  Dongan  Hills,  he  married 
Helen  Kane,  daughter  of  Michael  J.  and  Isabelle 
(Harloe)  Kane,  both  residents  of  Staten  Island.  2. 
William,  now  deputy  sheriff  of  Richmond  County,  and 
studying  law  at  St.  John’s  College,  Brooklyn.  3. 
Marion,  a  teacher  in  physical  training  at  Public 
School,  No.  41.  4.  Joseph,  connected  with  the  Sixty- 
sixth  Precinct,  St.  George.  5.  Ann,  living  at  home. 
6.  John,  attending  St.  Augustine  Academy.  7.  James, 
also  attending  St.  Augustine  Academy.  8.  Margaret, 
attending  Curtis  High  School.  9.  Dorothy,  attend¬ 
ing  Public  School,  No.  29. 


REV.  DAVID  CHARLES  O’CONNOR— A 

leader  in  the  religious  life  and  civic  progress  of 
Staten  Island,  the  Rev.  David  C.  O’Connor,  pastor 
of  St.  Clare’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  of  Great 
Kills,  takes  an  active  and  constructive  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  this  community.  In  the  particular  sphere 
of  his  own  parish,  Father  O’Connor  has  labored 
untiringly  in  the  service  of  his  people,  being  ever 
eager  to  give  to  them  in  addition  to  spiritual  counsel, 
best  advantages  of  education  and  proper  recreation. 
With  the  help  of  his  assistant,  the  Rev.  Vincent  J. 
Brosnan,  in  this  work,  he  has  been  an  inspiration  and 
great  influence  to  the  young  men  and  women  of  the 
vicinity. 

Father  O’Connor  was  born  January  5,  1880,  in  New 
York  City,  son  of  David  and  Bridget  (Reagan) 
O’Connor,  the  elder  O’Connor  having  come  to  this 
country  from  Ireland  about  eighty  years  ago.  In 
time  he  became  a  coffee  merchant.  Father  O’Connor 
acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  New  York 
City,  the  College  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  from  which 
he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1900,  and  St.  Joseph’s 
Theological  Seminary,  Dunwoodie,  New  York,  hav¬ 
ing  been  ordained  to  the  priesthood,  June  17,  1905. 
He  was  first  assigned  as  curate  to  St.  Peter’s  Church, 
Rosendale,  Ulster  County  in  this  State,  and  after 
spending  a  year  there,  was  transferred  to  the  Holy 
Rosary  Church,  in  Harlem,  where  he  served  as 
assistant  for  fourteen  years.  In  1920,  he  was  made 


pastor  of  St.  Colman’s  Church,  East  Kingston, 
Ulster  County,  remaining  there  for  almost  three 
years,  greatly  aiding  the  progress  and  growth  of 
the  church  by  his  spendid  administrative  abilities. 
In  November,  1922,  Father  O’Connor  was  appointed 
pastor  of  St.  Patrick’s  Church,  Richmond,  to  succeed 
the  Rev.  Charles  J.  Parks,  who  died  in  that  year, 
and  after  a  pastorate  of  three  years,  he  was  made, 
in  1925,  pastor  of  his  present  parish.  St.  Clare’s 
Church  was  first  opened  at  Great  Kills  in  1921  by 
Father  Parks  and  was  administered  from  his  central 
church  in  Richmond,  but  in  1925  it  was  established 
as  an  independent  parish.  The  church  is  the  first 
example  of  church  architecture  to  follow  the  pure 
early  American  or  Colonial  style  in  this  vicinity,  the 
architects  having  been  John  Russell  Pope,  D.  P. 
Higgins,  of  Great  Kills,  and  Otto  Eggers.  Father 
O’Connor  has  preserved  the  dignity  and  beauty  of 
this  edifice  and  in  addition  has  landscaped  the 
grounds,  built  a  splendid  rectory  at  No.  no  Nelson 
Avenue  adjoining  the  church,  and  purchased  ground 
in  the  rear  for  the  future  erection  of  a  school  and 
convent,  the  plot  of  ground  being  approximately  one 
hundred  and  forty  feet  in  width  by  three  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  deep.  The  interior  treatment  of  the 
church  follows  the  classic  style  of  the  Colonial  period 
even  to  the  electric  fixtures  which  have  been  fashioned 
in  the  form  of  oil  lamps.  Father  O’Connor  has 
organized  various  societies  in  connection  with  the 
church,  among  which  are  the  Holy  Name  Society, 
a  chapter  of  the  Catholic  Daughters  of  America 
designated  as  St.  Clare’s  Court,  and  the  Holy  Rosary 
Society.  The  Junior  League  Society  was  organized 
previous  to  his  arrival.  He  is  himself  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  of  the  alumni  asso¬ 
ciations  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  and  St.  Joseph’s 
Colleges. 

His  assistant,  the  Rev.  Vincent  J.  Brosnan  came 
here  in  June,  1925,  and  has  aided  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  parish,  being  popular  with  the  younger 
members,  and  sincerely  and  zealously  active  in  their 
welfare.  He  organized  the  local  chapters  of  the  Boy 
and  Girl  Scouts  and  has  charge  of  the  Junior  League 
Society.  He  is  also  a  graduate  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Seminary. 

During  the  World  War,  Father  O’Connor  took 
an  influential  part  in  various  drives  to  aid  the  cause 
of  his  country,  and  by  his  example  and  inspiration 
made  a  success  of  church  and  parish  activities  in  that 
patriotic  service. 


HARRY  BUTLER — As  a  representative  of  one 
of  Staten  Island’s  pioneer  families,  and  one  who  has 
studied  and  aided  the  development  of  Richmond 
County  to  a  marked  extent,  Harry  Butler  is  among 
the  well-known  realtors  on  the  island.  Familiar  with 
the  manner  in  which  the  intelligent  and  capable  han¬ 
dling  of  real  property  and  farm  land  has  influenced 
the  advancement  of  our  civic  welfare,  Mr.  Butler 
has  shown  an  admirable  spirit  of  cooperation  and 
enterprise  that  has  benefited  the  citizenship-at-large. 

Members  of  the  Butler  family  have  long  been  re¬ 
garded  as  among  Staten  Island’s  leading  residents. 
First  mention  of  their  name  in  local  history  comes 
with  the  designation  of  one,  John  Butler,  as  a 
private  in  the  militia  of  1715,  South  Division.  Then, 
there  is  record  in  1732  of  the  baptism  of  John,  son  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Corson)  Butler,  thus  indicating 
union  with  another  old-established  Staten  Island  fam¬ 
ily.  From  that  date  to  the  present,  there  are  numer¬ 
ous  baptismal  dates  and  records  contained  within  St. 
Andrew’s  Church  documents,  and  from  other  sources 
the  history  of  the  family  is  generally  gleaned.  Land 
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and  water  appellations  such  as  Butler’s  Ferry,  Cove, 
Creek,  Point,  and  Pond,  also  point  to  the  very  early 
prominence  of  the  family. 

The  great-grandparents  of  Harry  Butler  were 
Daniel  and  Sarah  Butler,  while  his  grandparents 
were  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Egbert)  Butler, 
whose  marriage  was  consummated  in  1827,  accord¬ 
ing  to  St.  Andrew’s  Church  records.  Daniel  and 
Elizabeth  Ann  (Egbert)  Butler  had  two  sons:  Teunis, 
and  Daniel,  and  one  daughter,  who  died  young. 

Daniel  Butler,  the  father  of  Harry  Butler,  was 
born  in  1842.  He  married  Tanzem  Martling,  of  an¬ 
other  family  long  resident  in  Richmond  County,  and 
mentioned  as  early  as  1724.  Martling’s  Farm  and 
Martling’s  Pond  stand  today  as  old  landmarks  bear¬ 
ing  testimony  to  an  age  long  passed.  Tanzem  Mart- 
ling,  whose  death  occurred  in  1912,  was  a  daughter 
of  Vincent  and  Ann  (Codger)  Martling.  Daniel  But¬ 
ler,  after  receiving  his  schooling  in  his  native  dis¬ 
trict,  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  “Staten  Island  Directory”  of  1893,  he  is 
listed  as  a  farmer  residing  on  Amboy  Road,  New 
Dorp,  and  his  name  appears  in  another  directory 
compiled  four  years  later.  He  died  in  1923. 

Harry  Butler’s  birth  occurred  in  Dongan  Hills, 
October  3,  1881,  the  youngest  of  four  children.  Three 
sisters  complete  the  family:  Annie,  now  Mrs.  John 
Sommers,  of  New  Dorp;  Ella,  wife  of  Vreeland 
Egbert,  of  Jamaica,  Long  Island;  and  Mary,  who 
married  Warren  Cleveland,  also  residing  in  Jamaica. 
Shortly  after  the  birth  of  Harry  Butler,  the  elder 
Butlers  removed  to  New  Dorp  and  thus  the  young 
lad  received  his  early  education  in  the  school  nearby, 
at  Egbertville.  Here  it  was  that  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  and  spent  practically  his  entire  lifetime. 

In  1898,  Mr.  Butler  began  his  business  career,  being 
connected  with  the  cattle  industry  until  1905,  after 
which  he  entered  a  contracting  firm  and  at  the  same 
time  was  occupied  with  property  development  on  a 
moderate  scale.  The  latter  endeavor  was  in  reality 
the  beginning  of  his  work  as  a  realtor,  and  after 
devoting  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  and  energy 
to  a  study  of  conditions  throughout  the  island  and 
to  future  developments,  he  entered  this  calling  on  his 
own  initiative. 

Under  the  firm  name  of  H.  Butler  Realty  Com¬ 
pany,  the  principal  projects  which  he  has  been  con- 
nected  with  have  been  the  Great  Kills  Park,  Mount 
Hope  Park,  Dongan  Hills  Colony,  and  Seaver  Ter¬ 
race  developments.  Another  productive  association 
has  been  with  Mario  Fornari  and  G.  M.  Fornari, 
and  under  the  firm  name  Butler-Fornari  Realty 
Corporation,  the  three  men  have  developed  projects 
within  the  Orange  Lake  Estates  at  Newburgh,  New 
York,  and  the  Fox  Hills  Colony  on  Staten  Island. 
A  third  interest  that  has  absorbed  Mr.  Butler’s  at¬ 
tention  has  been  one  undertaken  with  Mr.  Ernest 
Koch  as  a  partner,  and  includes  the  following  proj¬ 
ects:  Eltingville  Manor,  the  Marine  Heights  Realty 
Corporation,  Stony  Brook,  where  the  first  church 
on  Staten  Island  was  originally  erected  and  New 
Dorp  Park.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  last-named 
development  the  New  Dorp  Park  Company  was 
formed.  Mr.  Butler’s  offices  are  located  in  the  Pape 
Building,  Stapleton. 

As  mentioned  previously,  Mr.  Butler’s  aid  and  sup¬ 
port  in  any  campaign  for  civic  welfare  and  improve¬ 
ment  has  always  been  both  timely  and  generous.  He 
attributes  his  success  at  his  profession  mainly  to 
hard,  sustained  work,  maintaining  that  in  aiming  at 
a  worthy  goal  and  striving  to  attain  it,  one  leads  a 
well-ordered  life  and  is  bound  to  find  contentment. 
His  memberships  on  Staten  Island  are  mostly  of  a 


professional  and  civic  nature,  among  the  more  promi¬ 
nent  being  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board  and 
the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Butler  was  married  on  July  5,  1905,  in  Man¬ 
hattan,  to  Catherine  Leicht,  of  that  borough.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Frances  Leicht,  the 
former  deceased.  The  Butler  family  residence  is 
located  at  No.  14  First  Street,  New  Dorp. 


HARRY  SUMMERFIELD  FARRELL— Oper¬ 
ating  the  largest  planing  mill  on  Staten  Island, 
Harry  S.  Farrell  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the 
business  life  of  this  section  of  New  York  City,  not 
only  in  his  own  establishment,  but  as  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  several  organizations  whose  function  it  is  to 
perform  constructive  work.  Keenly  interested  in  the 
public  affairs  of  his  community,  he  is  ready  at  all 
times  to  support  whatever  movements  he  believes 
will  tend  to  improve  conditions  in  a  civic,  social,  or 
industrial  way;  and  he  is  a  member  of  a  number  of 
fraternal  orders  of  considerable  note.  Mr.  Farrell  is 
generally  regarded  by  his  fellow-citizens  as  one  of 
the  most  desirable  residents  of  Staten  Island,  both 
because  of  his  ability  and  sound  judgment  and  because 
of  his  fair  manner  of  dealing  with  everyone  with 
whom  he  transacts  business. 

Born  in  Asbury  Park,  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Farrell 
is  a  son  of  the  late  Harry  Summerfield  and  Elizabeth 
(Van  Cleaf)  Farrell,  and  a  descendant  of  old  families 
in  America,  whose  ancestors  in  the  United  States  date 
back  to  pre-Revolutionary  days.  The  Van  Cleafs 
were  at  first  settlers  in  Monmouth  County,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  while  Mrs.  Farrell’s  mother  was  a  member  of  the 
Reeves  family,  also  an  old  American  house.  The 
father,  Harry  Summerfield  Farrell,  was  born  in  Ire¬ 
land,  but  while  still  a  young  man  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  settled  in  New  York  City,  and,  keenly 
interested  in  art,  opened  a  decorator’s  establishment. 
It  was  he  who  decorated  the  old  auditorium  in  Asbury 
Park,  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Farrell  died  in  1883,  two 
months  before  the  birth  of  his  son;  but  his  widow 
survived  until  1928,  and  lived  on  Staten  Island  with 
the  younger  Harry  Summerfield  Farrell,  their  only 
child. 

As  a  boy,  the  son,  Harry  S.  Farrell,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Freehold,  New  Jersey,  the  town  to 
which  his  mother  removed  to  reside  with  her  father, 
after  her  husband’s  death,  and  the  selling  of  his  busi¬ 
ness.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  the  boy  came  to 
Staten  Island,  where  he  entered  the  mills  of  his  uncle, 
Alvin  Conklin,  and  learned  the  work  of  planing, 
moulding,  and  woodworking.  Later,  he  purchased 
the  establishment  from  his  uncle,  and  conducted  the 
business  for  himself.  This  mill  is  now  the  largest 
of  its  kind  in  Staten  Island,  specializing  in  manufac¬ 
turing,  planing,  and  moulding  for  buildings  and  lum¬ 
beryards.  In  addition  to  his  own  work  in  these  mills, 
Mr.  Farrell  takes  an  active  part  in  the  business  life 
of  his  community  generally,  especially  through  his 
membership  in  such  associations  as  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Port  Richmond  Board  of 
Trade,  and  the  Kiwanis  Club.  His  fraternal  affilia¬ 
tions  include  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which 
he  is-  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66;  the 
Tyrian  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons;  the  Empire 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and  Mecca  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine; 
he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Junior  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics;  the  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club,  and 
other  organizations. 

On  July  30,  1921,  Mr.  Farrell  married  Marion 
Virginia  Nolan,  of  Port  Richmond,  a  daughter  of 
Harry  Nolan  and  Pauline  (Vreeland)  Nolan.  The 
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latter  is  still  living,  although  the  father,  who  was  a 
New  York  broker,  is  deceased.  Mr.  Farrell’s  father 
was  a  Protestant  from  Dublin,  and  had  a  brother 
who  was  an  Episcopal  minister  on  the  Isle  of  Man, 
and  also  a  brother  in  England,  who  was  a  jeweler. 
Harry  Summerfield  and  Marion  Virginia  (Nolan) 
Farrell  are  the  parents  of  two  children;  Robert  Sum¬ 
merfield,  3d,  born  February  6,  1926,  and  Donald 
Henry,  who  was  born  September  30,  1928. 

OLE  JENSEN — The  remarkable  building  devel¬ 
opment  of  Staten  Island  within  the  last  several  years 
has  not  only  strained  to  the  uttermost  the  activities 
of  the  local  architects  and  building  trades,  but  has 
offered  abundant  employment  for  the  knowledge  and 
ability  of  all  comers,  and  among  those  who  have 
profited  largely  by  this  condition  is  Mr.  Jensen,  who 
specializes  in  one-family  houses,  and  can  now  point 
to  more  than  one  hundred  residences  in  the  North 
Shore  region  of  which  he  is  the  builder.  He  has,  by 
such  activities,  contributed  greatly  to  the  progress 
of  the  community  and  also  reflects  the  stability  of 
the  hardy  race  of  people  from  which  he  descends. 

His  birthplace  was  near  the  town  of  Risor,  in 
Norway,  having  been  born  there  on  January  10, 
1887,  son  of  Jens  and  Christine  (Barman)  Jensen. 
He  received  a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  Risor, 
where  his  father  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  shoes.  On  completing  the  usual  course 
of  studies  in  preparatory  school,  the  lad  took  a  special 
training  in  architecture,  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
in  the  building  trade,  which  occupied  him  until  May, 
1906. 

In  the  last-named  year  and  month  he  came  to 
America,  and  settled  on  the  island  at  Tottenville, 
where  he  remained  for  several  years,  often  working 
in  the  boat  building  plants  there  or  on  Long  Island 
and  New  Jersey;  but  about  1912  he  turned  again 
to  his  original  profession  as  architect  and  house 
builder.  For  three  years  he  was  associated  in  the 
building  business  with  his  brother,  Karl  Jensen,  who 
afterwards  returned  to  Norway.  During  this  period 
of  association  with  his  brother  he  designed  as  well 
as  built  the  houses  which  proved  so  popular  with  his 
clients.  Since  then  Mr.  Jensen  has  operated  his  busi¬ 
ness  himself,  chiefly  in  West  New  Brighton,  Port 
Richmond,  and  Westerleigh. 

As  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  Free  Church,  Mr. 
Jensen  served  on  its  board  of  trustees  for  nine  years 
and  has  taught  in  its  Sunday  school  for  a  similar 
period,  being  outstanding  in  his  active  interest  in 
behalf  of  this  church. 

On  May  10,  1915,  Ole  Jensen  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Frances  E.  Hoydel,  daughter  of  the  late 
Svenil  and  Elizabeth  Hoydel,  of  Jersey  City,  New 
Jersey.  Mr.  Hoydel  was  a  printer  and  interior  decora¬ 
tor  during  his  business  career.  Both  Mr.  Jensen  and 
his  wife  have  lost  their  fathers,  but  their  mothers 
are  still  living,  Mr.  Jensen  having  made  the  trip 
to  Norway  in  the  summer  of  1927  to  visit  his  mother. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jensen  have  six  children:  Warren 
Ellsworth,  born  in  1916;  Marion,  born  in  1918; 
Irving,  born  in  1920;  Roger,  born  in  1922;  Beatrice, 
born  in  1924;  and  Roy,  born  in  1926.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jensen  and  their  family  are  well  known  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  their  home  at  806  Curtis  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton. 


WILLIAM  HALLORAN— One  of  the  leaders 
in  the  educational  progress  of  Staten  Island,  William 
Halloran  is  principal  of  the  new  Port  Richmond  High 
School,  one  of  the  finest  schools  in  the  metropolitan 
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district  with  a  reputation  already  well  established  for 
giving  to  its  students  a  course  of  training  perhaps 
unequaled  anywhere  in  the  country.  Mr.  Halloran  is 
an  advocate  and  thorough  believer  in  modern  methods 
of  education  and  his  idea  provides  for  each  pupil  to 
receive  individual  attention,  which  method  he  has 
found  to  produce  better  results  and  turn  out  grad¬ 
uates  with  a  comprehensive  knowledge  which  they 
never  cease  to  retain.  Under  his  capable  and  inspir¬ 
ing  direction,  the  affairs  of  this  institution  of  learn¬ 
ing  are  flourishing  in  an  unprecedented  manner  and 
Mr.  Halloran  can  well  be  proud  of  his  new  position 
as  head  of  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  high  school 
buildings  in  the  United  States,  with  a  fully  equipped 
gymnasium  for  both  boys  and  girls,  excellent  cafeteria, 
service  departments,  physics  and  chemical  labora¬ 
tories  with  remarkably  complete  equipment  and  fur¬ 
nishings,  teachers’  rest  rooms,  and  other  unusual 
features. 

Mr.  Halloran  was  born  in  Syracuse,  New  York, 
and  received  his  early  education  in  that  city.  After 
graduating  from  Syracuse  High  School,  he  entered 
New  York  University,  from  which  he  received  his 
degree,  Bachelor  of  Science,  with  the  class  of  1910, 
and  his  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  in  1913. 

He  began  his  professional  career  as  a  teacher  in 
Public  School,  No.  20  at  Port  Richmond,  later  ac¬ 
cepting  a  position  as  instructor  at  Curtis  High  School, 
and  during  the  last  three  years  of  his  stay  there  he 
did  little  teaching,  having  only  two  classes  daily,  but 
being  in  complete  charge  of  the  junior  classes  of  the 
school.  His  achievements  in  the  field  of  education 
soon  brought  him  prominence  and  acclaim  and  the 
citizens  of  Port  Richmond  are,  indeed,  fortunate  in 
having  obtained  his  services  as  principal  of  the  new 
high  school.  He  is  sincere  in  his  efforts  to  provide 
the  finest  type  of  instruction  to  the  students  of  his 
school  for  he  realizes  the  important  part  that  ped¬ 
agogy  must  play  in  the  proper  development  of  the 
youthful  minds  upon  which  the  future  greatness  and 
progress  of  this  country  must  depend.  Mr.  Halloran 
is  actively  identified  with  the  High  School  Teachers’ 
Association  of  New  York  City,  the  Staten  Island 
Teachers  Association,  and  the  High  School  Principals’ 
Association  of  New  York  City.  In  the  life  of  the 
community,  he  gives  eagerly  of  his  support  to  every 
worthy  project  for  betterment  or  improvement. 

Mr.  Halloran  married  Hetta  Stapff,  of  New  York 
City,  a  teacher  of  French  at  Curtis  High  School. 
Mrs.  Halloran  is  a  graduate  of  Morris  High  School, 
and  of  Barnard  College,  also  having  studied  in  France 
and  Germany;  and  she  has  taught  in  Packer  Institute 
at  Brooklyn. 


ERNEST  LYON  VAN  WAGNER— A  resident 
of  Tottenville  for  nearly  two  decades,  Inspector 
Ernest  L.  Van  Wagner  has  had  command  of  the 
Detective  Bureau,  Richmond  Borough,  attached  to 
the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  past  sixteen  years. 
A  member  of  one  of  the  early  Dutch  families  which 
settled  in  New  York  State,  he  is  a  representative 
of  the  ninth  generation  of  that  family  in  America. 
He  is  affiliated  with  numerous  societies  of  patriotic 
and  fraternal  significance. 

The  family  name  Van  Wagner  is  the  outgrowth 
of  a  custom  practiced  by  the  early  Dutch  settlers 
who,  ordinarily,  used  no  surnames.  A  considerable 
number  of  these  folks  used  personal  peculiarities, 
trades,  and  so  forth,  to  distinguish  themselves.  In 
Dutch  families  it  was  quite  common  for  its  members 
to  adopt  names  of  the  province,  town  or  village  in 
Holland  whence  they  or  their  forebears  had  emi- 
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grated,  prefixing  the  name  with  “Van,  Vander,”  or 
“Ver,”  which  indicated  “of,  of  the”  or  “from”;  while 
in  other  cases  the  child’s  name  was  prefixed  to  the 
father’s  Christian  name,  terminating  it  with  “sen”  or 
“son,”  meaning  “son  of.” 

The  old  Dutch  Church  records  in  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York,  the  records  in  the  Holland  Society  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  notations  in  the  family 
Bibles  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Van  Wagner,  show 
that  all  of  the  aforementioned  methods  were  used 
freely  in  the  early  history  of  this  family. 

The  first  record  of  the  Van  Wagners  in  this  coun¬ 
try  shows  that  Aert  Jacobszoon,  born  in  1603,  died 
in  1667,  and  his  wife,  Annetje  Gerrits,  both  of  Wage- 
ningen,  Guilderland,  Holland,  settled  in  Rensselaer- 
wyck  (Rensselaer,  New  York)  about  1623  and  some¬ 
time  during  the  next  nine  years  took  residence  at 
Esopus,  now  Kingston.  Thus  they  were  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  section  and  likewise  among  the 
first  to  establish  families  within  what  is  now  New 
York  State.  The  killing  of  one  of  their  sons,  Har¬ 
mon  Jacobsen,  by  the  Indians,  while  he  was  fishing 
in  the  Esopus  Creek,  led  to  the  uprising  and  war¬ 
fare  against  the  redmen  in  that  section,  but  was  settled 
by  an  agreement  reached  by  Governor  Peter  Stuy- 
vesant  on  May  29,  1658. 

Another  son  of  Aert  Jacobszoon  and  his  wife, 
Annetje  Gerrits  was  Gerrit  Artsen,  born  in  1652.  He 
married  Claartje  Pele,  and  among  their  children  was 
Evert  Van  Wageninge,  who  was  born  in  1675,  and 
died  in  1732;  he  was  a  representative  of  the  third 
generation  of  the  family  in  America.  His  wife  was 
Geertruyd  Swart,  and  their  son  was  Johannes  Van 
Wagenen. 

Johannes  Van  Wagenen,  of  the  fourth  generation, 
was  born  in  1705  and  died  in  1775;  he  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Roosevelt,  of  another  famous  Dutch  family 
long  resident  in  New  York  State  and  prominent  in 
early  New  Amsterdam  annals.  They  had  a  son, 
Teunis,  born  in  1741,  whose  death  occurred  in  1823. 
Of  the  fifth  generation  in  this  country,  he  served 
as  a  lieutenant  in  the  2d  New  York  Regiment,  Con¬ 
tinental  Infantry,  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  thus 
contributing  his  bit  toward  the  gaining  of  Indepen¬ 
dence.  He  was  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Society 
of  The  Cincinnati,  1783.  Teunis  and  his  wife,  Maria 
Hermance,  were  the  parents  of  a  son  Mynard  Van 
Wagnen. 

Mynard  Van  Wagnen,  of  the  sixth  generation,  was 
born  in  1779  and  died  in  1869.  He  married  Charity 
Ostrom,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Eli  A.  Van 
Wagner,  grandfather  of  Inspector  Ernest  L.  Van 
Wagner.  Eli  Van  Wagner  was  born  in  1820,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  1906  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  He 
married  Julia  A.  Lyon,  and  their  son,  George  H.,  was 
born  in  1851. 

George  H.  Van  Wagner  acquired  a  splendid  educa¬ 
tion,  first  attending  Union  College  in  Schenectady 
and  subsequently  receiving  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  from  the  Albany  Medical  College  in  1881, 
after  which  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  Belle¬ 
vue  Medical  College.  He  then  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  and  about  his  home  district  of 
Poughkeepsie  and  Wappinger  Falls,  New  York,  and 
continued  this  calling  for  the  remainder  of  his  life¬ 
time.  He  married  Lydia  Ann  Sheldon,  who  was  a 
descendant  of  Isaac  Sheldon,  one  of  the  first  Quaker 
settlers  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  of 
Jonathan  Sheldon,  a  Revolutionary  War  seaman  who 
was  imprisoned  for  two  years  on  a  British  prison- 
ship  in  New  York  Bay.  Dr.  George  H.  and  Lydia 
A.  (Sheldon)  Van  Wagner  were  the  parents  of  three 
sons:  Mead  Z.,  deceased;  Ernest  L.,  of  this  review, 


and  Roy  W.,  who  is  practicing  medicine  in  Water- 
bury,  Connecticut.  Dr.  George  H.  Van  Wagner’s 
death  occurred  in  1907;  his  wife  survived  him  until 
1930,  her  death  occurring  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut. 

Inspector  Ernest  L.  Van  Wagner  was  born  in 
Clinton  Hollow,  near  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  on 
March  8,  1876,  and  first  attended  Chappaqua  Moun¬ 
tain  Institute,  a  Friends’  School  at  Chappaqua,  New 
York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1893.  He  then 
entered  the  Eastman  Business  College  at  Poughkeep¬ 
sie,  and  received  his  diploma  in  1895.  At  first  he  had 
serious  intentions  of  taking  up  a  medical  career  and 
for  a  short  time  studied  medicine  in  the  Albany  Medi¬ 
cal  College.  Police  and  detective  work  had  a  fascina¬ 
tion  for  him,  however,  and  he  finally  obtained  an 
appointment  to  the  New  York  Police  Department 
December  15,  1896.  This  came  after  a  short  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  school  teacher  in  Albany  and  Poughkeep¬ 
sie. 

On  entering  the  police  department  Mr.  Van.  Wagner 
was  at  once  assigned  to  confidential  work  in  the  office 
of  the  late  Theodore  Roosevelt,  former  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  at  that  time  was  police  com¬ 
missioner  of  the  city  of  New  York.  When  Mr.  Roose¬ 
velt  resigned  his  post  in  order  to  become  assistant 
secretary  of  the  navy  in  the  spring  of  1897,  Mr.  Van 
Wagner  was  assigned  to  the  Headquarters  Division 
and  Detective  Bureau  in  the  police  department,  where 
he  has  continued  for  the  past  thirty- four  years.  The 
command  of  the  Richmond  Borough  Detective  forces 
has  been  under  his  supervision  for  the  past  sixteen 
years.  During  his  many  years  of  service  in  the  de¬ 
partment  he  has  received  the  following  promotions: 
Sergeant,  September  27,  1905;  lieutenant,  April  12, 
1913;  captain,  December  30,  1925;  deputy  inspector, 
January  10,  1927;  acting  inspector,  March  31,  1930; 
inspector,  June  6,  1930.  Undoubtedly  also,  his  three 
years’  study  of  law  spent  in  the  office  of  Judge  Mors- 
chauser  in  Poughkeepsie  have  served  to  aid  him 
greatly  in  carrying  out  the  various  duties  that  his 
offices  have  embraced.  His  headquarters  are  in  the 
120th  Precinct  Station,  corner  of  Wall  Street  and 
Richmond  Terrace,  St.  George. 

Mr.  Van  Wagner  is  identified  with  a  number  of 
police  organizations  and  with  the  following  societies 
and  orders:  Society  of  The  Cincinnati,  by  right  of 
primogeniture  from  Teunis  Van  Wagenen  (an  origi¬ 
nal  member  of  the  order) ;  the  Society  of  Colonial 
Wars;  The  Holland  Society  of  the  City  of  New 
York;  Sons, of  the  American  Revolution;  Huguenot 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Staten  Island 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Staten  Island  Lodge, 
No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
and  the  Honor  Legion  of  the  New  York  City  Police 
Department. 

His  marriage  took  place  on  November  14,  1898,  to 
Annita  V.  W.  Horton,  daughter  of  Jewett  and  Kath¬ 
erine  (Lawrence)  Horton,  of  Philmont,  Columbia 
County,  New  York.  Mrs.  Van  Wagner,  whose  date 
of  birth  was  September  6,  1875,  is  a  Past  Matron 
and  District  Deputy  Grand  Matron,  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star  (1919-20),  and  Past  Royal  Matron  and 
District  Deputy  Royal  Grand  Matron,  Order  of 
Amaranth  (1929-30).  She  was  secretary  of  the  Tot- 
tenville  Chapter  of  the  Red  Cross  during  the  World 
War. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Wagner  became  parents  of  the 
following  children:  1.  Katherine  Lydia  Ann,  born 
August  15,  1899,  died  February  1,  1900.  2.  Lydia 
Annita,  born  June  10,  1901,  was  married  on  April 
14,  1927  in  the  Old  John  Street  Church,  New  York, 
to  Charles  W.  Cunningham,  a  member  of  the  faculty 
of  Rutgers  College,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey 
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and  a  native  of  Catskill,  New  York.  They  have  a 
son,  Charles,  born  February  14,  1928.  3.  George 

Henry,  born  November  22,  1907,  is  a  resident  of 
Tottenville,  and  conducts  a  business  there. 

The  Van  Wagner  residence  is  located  at  No.  167 
Fisher  Avenue,  Tottenville. 


CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  A.  ANDERSON— A 

long  and  particularly  serviceable  career  as  a  com¬ 
mander  and  owner  of  sea-going  vessels  was  one 
enjoyed  by  the  late  Captain  William  A.  Anderson 
of  Port  Richmond.  Though  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
Captain  Anderson  spent  the  larger  portion  of  his 
life  on  Staten  Island  and  was  regarded  highly  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen  of  warm  and  generous  char¬ 
acter. 

The  family  of  Anderson  is  of  Dutch  extraction, 
their  coat-of-arms  having  been  dated  in  1642  in  Hol¬ 
land,  where  the  ancestors  of  Captain  Anderson  lived 
for  many  years.  Doubtless  many  of  their  number 
followed  the  sea  as  a  means  of  livelihood  and  adven¬ 
ture. 

In  America,  during  the  early  part  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century,  there  resided  near  Toms  River,  Ocean 
County,  New  Jersey,  Captain  George  W.  Anderson, 
father  of  Captain  William  A.  Anderson.  The  elder 
Anderson  was  by  occupation  a  sea-faring  man,  one 
whose  principal  devotion  was  to  his  family  and  home. 
He  and  his  wife,  who  before  her  marriage  was 
Mary  A.  Thompson,  left  Toms  River  about  1850  and 
came  to  Staten  Island  where  the  larger  part  of  their 
lives  were  spent.  They  were  hardy  folk,  well  ac¬ 
customed  to  cope  with  the  arduous  duties  of  life  and 
able  to  instill  in  their  children  the  principles  of  good 
citizenship  and  upright  conduct  which  were  to  guide 
them  throughout  their  lives. 

Captain  George  W.  and  Mary  A.  (Thompson) 
Anderson  were  the  parents  of  four  sons,  George  W., 
Jr.,  Henry  E.,  Captain  William  A.,  and  Theodore, 
all  of  whom  became  seafaring  men.  The  elder  An- 
dersons  died  on  Staten  Island  and  were  buried  in 
Fairview  Cemetery. 

Captain  William  A.  Anderson’s  birth  occurred  in 
Toms  River,  on  June  24,  1842,  but  he  was  not  des¬ 
tined  to  remain  long  in  his  native  town.  His  liking 
for  the  sea,  however,  sprang  both  from  this  early 
proximity  to  the  coast  in  New  Jersey  and  from  close 
association  with  his  father  whom  he  accompanied  on 
many  coastal  voyages,  principally  to  Virginia.  These 
trips,  besides  being  immensely  pleasurable  to  the 
young  lad,  also  served  to  imbue  him  with  ambition 
to  become  a  seaman  and  an  able  one.  After  hav¬ 
ing  been  brought  by  his  parents  to  Staten  Island, 
then  an  important  center  of  the  shipbuilding  indus¬ 
try  and  peopled  by  seafaring  folk  who  were  engaged 
both  in  deep  sea  and  harbor  navigation,  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  residence  here.  During  the  time  that  he 
was  acquiring  his  education  in  the  local  public  schools, 
it  was  his  wont  to  figuratively  keep  an  eye  on  the  sea 
and  the  men  that  sailed  its  waters. 

While  still  a  comparative  youth  Captain  Ander¬ 
son  began  his  apprenticeship  as  a  seaman  on  a 
coastal  schooner  commanded  by  his  father.  After 
becoming  familiar  with  every  post  of  duty  aboard 
ship,  extending  from  forecastle  to  cabin  and  includ¬ 
ing  work  as  a  cook’s  helper  and  later  a  cook  in  the 
galley,  he  assumed  command  of  this  two-masted 
schooner.  Trips  were  made  frequently  between  New 
York  and  Virginia,  the  boat  carrying  for  the  most 
part,  cargoes  of  pine  wood.  By  this  time  Captain 
Anderson  was  but  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  it  was 
not  long  before  he  owned  a  share  in  the  vessel.  The 
attributes  of  perseverance  and  thrift,  family  char* 


acteristics  of  long  standing,  were  principally  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  rapid  headway  he  was  making. 

In  the  year  1872  Captain  Anderson  built  at  New¬ 
burgh,  New  York,  the  three-masted  schooner,  George 
W.  Anderson,  named  for  his  father.  As  master  of 
this  vessel  he  began  trading  operations,  sailing  to 
ports  in  the  West  Indies,  South  America,  and  along 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Thus  was  laid  the  foundation 
for  his  success  as  a  ship-owner  and  trader,  which 
with  the  passing  of  the  years  was  to  become  more 
and  more  pronounced.  In  1880  he  sold  the  vessel  and 
built  two  new  ships  at  Bath,  Maine,  called  the  “Robert 
Graham  Dun”  and  the  “Erastus  Wiman,”  each  carry¬ 
ing  a  full  thousand  tons. 

By  this  time  Captain  Anderson  had  become  mainly 
absorbed  in  the  shipbuilding  industry,  so  that  from 
1880  to  1890  he  and  his  brother,  the  late  Theodore 
Anderson,  constructed  no  less  than  nine  large  schoon¬ 
ers  at  Bath.  Up  to  1882,  they  had  built  two  four- 
masted  schooners  carrying  twelve-hundred  tons  each, 
named  the  “Lizzie  M.  Dun”  and  the  “Maggie  J. 
Smith.”  Curiously  enough,  both  of  these  vessels  which 
were  launched  at  the  same  time,  were  shipwrecked 
within  a  short  distance  of  each  other  on  the  Eastern 
coast.  Undaunted,  however,  the  Anderson  brothers 
built  the  “Eva  B.  Douglas”  and  the  “Cassie  F. 
Bronson,”  each  carrying  eighteen  hundred  tons,  and 
followed  this  achievement  by  constructing  the 
“Blanche  H.  King”  and  the  “Grade  D.  Buchanan.” 
A  year  after  the  latter  vessel  had  been  built  she 
negotiated  the  run  from  Bermuda  to  Lizard  Head, 
England,  in  sixteen  days,  weighted  with  a  full  cargo 
of  oil  destined  for  Bremen,  Germany.  The  latter 
port  was  reached  in  exactly  twenty  days  sailing  time, 
including  her  first  port  of  call  from  the  United  States, 
a  noteworthy  feat  for  such  a  vessel.  In  1890  came 
the  launching  of  their  last  twin  schooners,  the  “Addie 
M.  Anderson”  and  the  “Laura  C.  Anderson.”  The 
six  last-named  vessels,  in  addition  to  “The  Pasadena,” 
formed  the  fleet  controlled  by  Captain  Anderson. 
Being  a  shrewd  and  far-sighted  executive  as  well 
as  builder  and  navigator,  he  was  enabled  to  secure 
lucrative  shipping  contracts  and  became  engaged 
primarily  in  the  transportation  of  railroad  ties  for 
road  beds. 

The  year  1888  marked  the  discontinuing  of  Captain 
Anderson’s  active  life  as  a  seaman  as  he  preferred 
rather  to  remain  on  shore  in  order  to  guide  the 
destiny  of  his  vessels.  Thus  his  career  had  become 
one  of  manifestly-rapid  success,  actually  beginning  as 
cook  on  board  a  small  schooner  where  he  earned 
the  sum  of  three  dollars  a  month,  to  finally,  the 
commander  of  one  of  the  finest  fleets  of  schooners 
afloat. 

It  can  be  faithfully  recorded  that  Captain  Anderson 
was  one  of  the  most  active  workers  throughout  the 
country  in  the  interest  of  the  merchant-marine.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  part  of  his  career  he  was  elected  second 
vice-president  of  the  National  Vessel  Owners’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  an  office  which  required  his  presence  on 
land,  where  he  would  be  enabled  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  difficulties  and  problems  of  his  craft.  The 
Marine  Society  of  New  York  numbered  him  among 
its  honored  members  and  officers,  and  it  was  through 
this  affiliation  that  he  acted  as  an  advisor  and  con¬ 
sultant  to  numerous  younger  and  less  experienced 
seamen  who  sought  guidance  in  nautical  matters.  He 
was  also  a  familiar  and  impressive  figure  on  the 
floor  of  the  Maritime  Exchange.  On  Staten  Island 
he  was  president  of  the  Fairview  Cemetery  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  he  had  other  community  interests. 

As  a  resident  of  Port  Richmond  and  a  conscientious 
citizen,  Captain  Anderson  will  always  be  remembered 


228 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


by  a  host  of  personal  friends,  and  neighbors.  He 
made  many  long  and  enduring  friendships  during 
his  lengthy  career  and  was  an  indefatigable  worker 
for  the  good  of  his  fellowmen.  His  several  charities, 
most  of  which  were  bestowed  quietly,  gave  cheer 
and  help  to  many,  not  only  in  New  York  and  on 
Staten  Island,  but  in  numerous  other  places  where 
he  learned  that  a  helping  hand  would  bring  about 
the  betterment  of  conditions.  His  fellowship  was 
steadfast,  his  hospitality  liberal,  and  his  opinions 
clearly  and  forcefully  expressed. 

Captain  Anderson’s  large  interests  in  shipping  did 
not  prevent  his  giving  a  full  measure  of  devotion  to 
his  church  and  its  services.  The  welfare  of  Grace 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Port  Richmond  was 
very  dear  to  him.  As  president  of  its  board  of  trustees, 
he  gave  freely  of  his  means  and  time  in  its  behalf. 
He  initiated  and  carried  out  many  improvements  to 
its  property  and  had  a  constant  and  loyal  part  in 
the  services  which  it  rendered  to  the  community. 

Captain  William  A.  Anderson  married  on  Jan¬ 
uary  30,  1868,  Elizabeth  Simonson  of  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  daughter  of  John  Q.  and  Sarah  Simonson,  and 
a  representative  of  a  family  long  seated  on  Staten 
Island.  The  first  member  of  this  Simonson  family 
to  come  to  Staten  Island  was  William  Simonson,  who 
arrived  here  from  Holland  on  the  vessel,  “The  Fox,” 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  1600’s.  A  native  of  France, 
who  bore  the  original  name  of  Le  Blant,  he  had 
left  his  home  country  for  Holland  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  his  connection  with 
the  French  Huguenots  being  the  reason  for  his  hur¬ 
ried  departure.  He  was  a  son  of  Simon  Le  Blant 
and  upon  reaching  American  soil,  first  was  known 
as  “Simon’s  Son,”  later  taking  this  cognomen  as  a 
surname.  For  generations  many  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  became  freeholders  on  Staten  Island  and  were 
attendants  of  the  old  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in 
Port  Richmond.  Sometime  before  the  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  however,  its  later  members  gave 
their  allegiance  to  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  same  village. 

Captain  William  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Simonson) 
Anderson  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Laura 
C.,  deceased;  Charles  A.,  and  Elizabeth,  of  whom 
the  latter  two  survive  their  parents.  Charles  A.  An¬ 
derson  married  Florence  Stewart  of  Orange,  New 
Jersey,  and  they  have  two  children,  Allen  S.  and 
Margaret.  Elizabeth  Anderson  married  Frank 
Xiques  of  Port  Richmond,  and  by  this  marriage 
there  are  three  sons,  Donald  A.,  Gordon  C.,  and 
Francis  W.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Simonson)  Anderson 
passed  away  in  1878,  and  was  interred  in  Fairview 
Cemetery. 

Captain  Anderson  married  (second)  on  April  21, 
1897,  Effie  B.  Mott,  daughter  of  Captain  Martin  M. 
and  Katherine  (Bush)  Mott,  of  Mariners  Harbor. 
Besides  their  daughter,  Effie  B.,  there  were  four 
other  children  born  to  Captain  and  Mrs.  Mott  as 
follows:  William  M.,  Ellis  E.,  Mary  C.,  and  Bertha 
E.  Both  the  Mott  and  Bush  families  had  long  resided 
in  this  section  of  the  island,  where  according  to  the 
Staten  Island  Directory  of  1882  and  1893,  Captain 
Mott’s  home  was  listed  as  on  Harbor  Road,  but  in 
1897  he  had  removed  to  85  Summerfield  Avenue,  also 
in  Mariners  Harbor.  He  likewise  was  a  seafaring 
man,  having  spent  over  forty  years  in  merchant 
marine  service  and  was  regarded  as  a  man  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  born  July 
18,  1835,  in  Stonybrook,  Long  Island,  and  his  wife’s 
birth  occurred  June  20,  1833,  in  Mariners  Harbor; 
they  were  married  February  28,  1858,  in  the  latter 
place.  Mrs.  Mott’s  death  occurred  March  29,  1895,  and 


Captain  Mott  passed  away  June  11,  1908.  Both  were 
buried  in  Fairview  Cemetery. 

Captain  Anderson  had  no  children  by  his  sec¬ 
ond  marriage.  He  lived  to  be  eighty-four  years  of 
age  and  passed  away  September  21,  1926,  at  his 
home,  No.  273  Heberton  Avenue,  Port  Richmond. 

Through  the  interest  and  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Ander¬ 
son,  who  now  resides  in  the  old  family  home,  the  fore¬ 
going  review  is  published  in  this  work. 


JAMES  GILFILLAN— “Unheralded  activity”— 
This  phrase  might  appropriately  be  used  in  describ¬ 
ing  the  quiet,  unassuming  manner  in  which  many  of 
the  borough’s  residents  have  aided  in  its  development 
as  a  community  of  comfortable  homes,  a  nucleus  of 
business  endeavors,  and  a  high  example  of  charitable 
and  civic  accomplishments.  In  the  death  of  the  late 
James  Gilfillan,  prominent  industrialist  and  building 
loan  officer,  Staten  Island  is  bereft  of  a  man  whose 
character  is  strongly  reflected  in  this  type  of  advance¬ 
ment  and  general  welfare. 

The  Gilfillan  family  is  native  to  Scotland,  where 
its  early  members  were  engaged  in  various  pursuits. 
James  Gilfillan,  father  of  our  late  resident,  was  born 
in  Glasgow,  where  he  married  Jane  MacArthur,  also 
of  Glasgow.  About  1879,  after  time  spent  in  Eng¬ 
land,  they  voyaged  to  America  with  their  six  chil¬ 
dren,  Jessie,  James,  George,  Albert,  Bartholomew, 
and  William  and  took  up  residence  in  New  Brighton, 
Staten  Island.  The  last-named,  William,  resided  on 
Staten  Island,  his  death  occurring  there  in  September, 
1930.  The  other  brothers  and  sisters  resided  else¬ 
where;  and  all  are  now  deceased.  Shortly  after  com¬ 
ing  here  the  elder  Gilfillan  took  a  position  with  the 
Orford  Copper  and  Suphur  Company  (now  the  Inter¬ 
national  Nickel  Company),  and  remained  with  them 
until  his  death  in  1900.  His  wife  survived  him  for 
fourteen  years,  her  demise  occurring  in  January, 
1914.  Both  are  buried  in  Fairview  Cemetery.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Staten  Island  Directory  they  were 
residents  of  Second  Street,  New  Brighton,  in  1897. 

James  Gilfillan,  son  of  James  and  Jane  (Mac¬ 
Arthur)  Gilfillan,  was  born  in  Heben,  England,  on 
May  19,  1870.  As  stated  previously  he  was  brought 
to  Staten  Island  as  a  boy,  and  he  obtained  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  Public  School  No.  3,  New  Brighton.  In  1884 
he  took  a  position  with  the  International  Nickel 
Company,  thus  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father.  His  first  position  was  that  of  office  boy. 
From  the  very  first  days  of  his  employment  he 
applied  himself  diligently  to  the  tasks  assigned  him, 
receiving  from  time  to  time  well-deserved  promo¬ 
tions.  He  held  the  position  of  works  auditor  for 
some  time,  and  after  acquiring  a  thorough  knowl¬ 
edge  of  this  vast  industry  he  was  appointed  as  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  company’s  plant  at  Bayonne,  New 
Jersey.  Until  his  retirement  in  1929,  he  conducted 
this  office  with  success. 

As  an  associate  of  the  welfare  department  of  the 
International  Nickel  Company,  Mr.  Gilfillan  was  for 
many  years  in  charge  of  the  hospitalization  of  his 
firm’s  injured  and  sick  employees,  a  post  which  on 
numerous  occasions  afforded  him  opportunity  to  dis¬ 
play  his  charitable  nature.  In  this  work  the  Post- 
Graduate  Hospital  of  Manhattan  lent  him  unlimited 
aid  and  in  turn  he  became  one  of  the  ardent  sup¬ 
porters  of  this  institution. 

Locally,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Board 
of  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  and  a  director  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  New  Brighton  Building  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  served  the  latter  for  many  years  and  took 
unusual  interest  in  its  affairs.  An  authority  on  local 
valuations,  his  advice  was  sought  often  in  connec- 


' 


■ 


. 


Lean 5  Historic ril  Tub,  Do 


Tav/na  luTirLncTTrm 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


22  Q 


tion  with  loan  applications.  His  other  affiliations 
included  Beacon  Light  Lodge  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
and  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association  of  the  North 
Shore. 

Mr.  Gilfillan  was  married  in  August,  1891,  to 
Louise  Lawrence,  of  New  Brighton,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  George  and  Fanny  (Kerr)  Lawrence, 
both  natives  of  the  north  of  Ireland.  Mrs.  Gilfillan 
has  shared  her  husband’s  happiness  and  has  likewise 
devoted  herself  to  movements  of  civic  importance  and 
to  the  care  of  her  home  and  family.  She  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  St.  Elizabeth’s  Society  of  Christ  Church, 
and  identified  with  other  organizations  attached  to 
this  house  of  worship.  The  Woman’s  Club  of  Staten 
Island  numbers  her  among  its  members,  and  she  is 
also  active  in  charity  work  throughout  the  island. 

James  and  Louise  (Lawrence)  Gilfillan  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Jessie,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Sydney  Pollard,  and  the  mother  of  two  daughters, 
Lucy  Jane,  born  November  24,  1921,  and  Louise, 
born  September  8,  1923.  2.  William,  associated  with 
the  Auditing  Department  of  the  International  Nickel 
Company.  3.  Walter,  also  connected  with  the  same 
company;  married  Marie  Tomlinson,  of  Tottenville, 
and  they  have  a  son,  James,  born  February  10,  1923. 
During  the  World  War,  Walter  Gilfillan  served  over¬ 
seas  for  eighteen  months  as  a  member  of  Company 
A.,  106th  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  27th  New  York 
Division. 

The  death  of  James  Gilfillan  occurred  on  Octo¬ 
ber  30,  1930,  and  his  passing  was  deeply  felt  by  his 
many  personal  friends,  business  associates,  and  fel- 
lowmen  of  the  community.  Burial  took  place  in 
Fairview  Cemetery. 

In  respect  to  Mr.  Gilfillan’s  worth  as  a  citizen, 
the  following  tribute  was  paid  him  by  Frank  H. 
Innes,  prominent  local  attorney,  and  president  of  the 
New  Brighton  Building  Loan  Association: 

The  principles  for  which  he  stood  and  the  type  of 
character  he  possessed  was  recognized  by  all  who 
had  any  relations  with  him,  either  socially  or  in  a 
business  way,  and  his  taking  away  at  this  time  will 
create  a  vacancy  in  the  upright  citizenry  of  this 
community. 


WILLIAM  WIRT  MILLS— For  more  than 
thirty  years  a  resident  of  Staten  Island,  William 
Wirt  Mills,  former  commissioner  of  the  Department 
of  Plant  and  Structures,  city  of  New  York,  has  taken 
an  exceedingly  active  interest  in  public  affairs  within 
Richmond  Borough.  He  aided  the  development  of 
local  transportation  service,  both  bus  and  rail,  and 
was  instrumental  in  the  securing  of  adequate  ferry 
service  between  Richmond,  Manhattan,  and  Brook¬ 
lyn. 

Mr.  Mills’  birth  occurred  July  17,  1867,  in  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  a  son  of  William  Wirt  and  Mary  (Keim) 
Mills,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  elder  Mills, 
born  in  1840,  was  a  lawyer  by  profession.  His  death 
occurred  in  Dubuque,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven, 
his  wife  surviving  him  for  twenty-four  years  until  her 
death  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  in  1891.  The  first 
representative  of  the  family  in  America  was  William 
Mills,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  came  from 
Ireland  and  settled  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
about  1840.  For  a  time  he  was  in  the  hardware  busi¬ 
ness  but,  in  1857,  after  a  thorough  law  education,  he 
went  to  Dubuque  and  there  carried  on  his  profes¬ 
sion  until  his  death  about  1878. 

When  William  Wirt  Mills  was  but  six  years  old, 
he  was  taken  by  his  mother  to  Reading,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  attended  the  local  private  schools,  later 
entering  Lehigh  University  as  a  member  of  the  class 


of  1887.  He  undertook  a  general  scientific  course  of 
study  leading  toward  a  technical  education,  but  in 
his  junior  year  left  college  in  order  to  publish  the 
“Bethlehem  Daily  Times”  in  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania. 
There  he  remained  for  several  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  came  to  New  York  City  as  a  reporter 
for  “New  York  Tribune.”  Rising  steadily  in  the 
journalistic  calling,  he  at  length  became  night  city 
editor  of  the  “New  York  Times,”  and  subsequently 
city  editor  of  the  “Evening  Mail.”  The  position  of 
editorial  writer  on  the  latter  paper  then  occupied  his 
undivided  attention  until  June,  1915,  when  he  resigned 
from  this  publication  in  order  to  become  an  examiner 
in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Accounts  for 
New  York  City.  He  remained  at  this  post  under 
Commissioner  Leonard  M.  Wallenstein  until  Decem¬ 
ber,  1916,  when  his  resignation  was  effected.  Because 
of  his  dislike  of  the  system  whereby  the  disposal 
of  city  garbage  was  made  on  Staten  Island  and  his 
championing  of  the  rights  of  Staten  Islanders  who 
protested  against  this  evil,  this  resignation  was 
forced. 

Having  come  to  reside  on  Staten  Island  in  1901  and 
having  made  his  home  within  the  North  Shore  dis¬ 
trict,  Mr.  Mills  had  also  become  interested  in  local 
political  and  civic  activities.  In  1912,  when  the  Pres¬ 
idential  election  had  resolved  itself  into  a  three- 
cornered  contest  between  Theodore  Roosevelt  of  the 
Progressive,  Republican  wing,  William  H.  Taft 
nominal  Republican  candidate,  and  Woodrow  Wil¬ 
son,  Democratic  nominee,  Mr.  Mills  organized  and 
led  the  fight  for  Ex-President  Roosevelt  in  Richmond 
Borough.  In  1913  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  bor¬ 
ough  presidency  on  the  Progressive  ticket  which 
resulted  in  splitting  the  Republican  vote,  the  election 
of  a  Democratic  candidate  and  the  consequent  break¬ 
ing  up  of  the  rule  of  George  Cromwell,  first  borough 
president  of  Richmond.  Also  in  1913  he  organized 
the  Transportation  Committee  of  Staten  Island  which 
later  merged  with  the  Civic  League,  established  the 
same  year.  As  chairman  of  the  general  committee 
of  the  Civil  League,  he  founded  the  Vigilance  Com¬ 
mittee  in  1915  which  successfully  fought  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  garbage  disposal  plant  on  Staten  Island. 

When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War 
in  the  early  months  of  1917  Mr.  Mills  became  a 
member  of  the  District  Board  for  New  York  City, 
which  passed  upon  all  appeals  of  the  Draft  and  con¬ 
tinued  this  work  for  seventeen  months  up  to  the  end 
of  the  war.  In  1917,  he  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  One  Hundred  and  Seventy  which 
nominated  Judge  Hylan  for  mayor  and  worked 
vigorously  for  his  election.  By  1918  he  had  become 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Standards  and  Appeals 
which  passed  on  building  and  zoning  cases  and  in 
January,  1920,  he  became  deputy  commissioner  of  the 
Department  of  Plant  and  Structures.  On  January 
19,  1920,  when  the  trolley  service  was  suspended  on 
Staten  Island,  Mr.  Mills,  with  his  chief,  Commis¬ 
sioner  Whalen,  established  the  emergency  bus  sys¬ 
tem,  and  on  December  1,  of  that  year  put  the  Mid¬ 
land  Trolley  lines  in  operation.  In  1921  these  two 
men  also  placed  in  operation  the  trackless  trolley 
systems,  and  in  1922  began  operation  of  the  Totten¬ 
ville  line.  As  deputy  commissioner,  Mr.  Mills  was 
also  in  charge  of  overhauling  the  municipal  ferry 
plant,  perfecting  and  increasing  the  service  and  estab¬ 
lishing  additional  ferry  lines.  He  increased  the  num¬ 
ber  of  lines  from  two  to  ten,  and  built  seventeen  new 
ferry  boats,  including  the  President  Roosevelt  and  the 
American  Legion.  This  work  he  partly  accomplished 
as  deputy  commissioner,  and  continued  his  efforts 
after  July  16,  1925,  when  he  became  commissioner  of 
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the  Department  of  Plant  and  Structures  through 
appointment  by  Mayor  John  F.  Hylan.  In  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  primary  contest  of  1925,  he  was  loyal  to  Mayor 
Hylan  and  upon  defeat  of  the  latter,  resigned  from 
office,  thus  ending  an  exemplary  career  as  a  public 
servant  that  had  done  much  toward  the  rehabilita¬ 
tion  of  the  Staten  Island  transportation  system. 

Mr.  Mills  then  entered  the  business  field  as  sales 
agent  for  Lowe  Brothers,  manufacturers  of  paint 
products,  with  headquarters  at  No.  30  Church  Street, 
New  York.  Naturally  his  civic  interests  within  his 
home  borough  have  been  many  and  of  a  wide  range. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  member  and  former  chairman  of  the  Transporta¬ 
tion  Committee  of  this  organization.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  and  vice-president  of  the  Civic  League  of 
Staten  Island,  of  the  Staten  Island  Club,  the  Railroad 
Club  of  New  York  City,  and  is  president  of  the 
Lehigh  Club  of  New  York.  Having  been  one  of  the 
founders  in  1913  of  the  Staten  Island  Council,  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  he  is  now  vice-president  of  this 
body.  By  religious  persuasion,  he  is  of  the  Episcopal 
Denomination  and  is  a  member  of  Christ  Church, 
located  on  Franklin  Avenue,  New  Brighton. 

William  Wirt  Mills  married  on  December  26,  1908, 
Lucy  Babb  Barrington,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they 
have  two  children:  1.  Gladys,  the  wife  of  Robert 
Hoon,  of  Staten  Island  and  mother  of  a  daughter, 
Janet.  2.  William  Wirt,  Jr.,  born  October  9,  1909, 
now  attending  Lehigh  University.  The  Mills  family 
home  is  situated  at  No.  1,  Pendleton  Place,  New 
Brighton. 


JOHN  E.  DONOVAN  — The  contracting  firm 
first  founded  in  Elm  Park  by  Dennis  Donovan  and 
owned  and  managed  at  the  present  time  by  his  son, 
John  E.  Donovan,  has  been  in  existence  about 
seventy-five  years.  During  that  period  it  has  de¬ 
veloped  steadily  from  a  relatively  humble  establish¬ 
ment  to  a  firm  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders 
in  this  borough.  John  E.  Donovan  aside  from  his 
business  interests,  is  also  active  in  civic  and  other 
affairs  throughout  the  island  and  is  numbered  among 
its  esteemed  citizens. 

Dennis  Donovan,  the  father  of  Mr.  Donovan,  was 
born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  where  his  education 
was  also  received.  Determining  to  seek  life  and 
greater  economic  opportunity,  he  voyaged  to  America 
as  a  young  man  and  settled  in  Sullivan  County,  New 
York,  where  he  lived  for  a  short  time.  Removing 
to  Staten  Island  in  “the  ’fifties”  he  founded  a  con¬ 
tracting  business  in  the  Elm  Park  district  that  might 
properly  be  called  the  forerunner  of  the  present  estab¬ 
lishment  managed  by  his  son.  The  elder  Donovan, 
according  to  the  Staten  Island  Directory  of  1882,  was 
a  “contractor  and  excavator,  with  headquarters  at 
227  Shore  Road,  Elm  Park,”  his  business  having 
increased  steadily  since  its  inception.  Mr.  Donovan 
retired  from  the  active  management  of  his  affairs  in 
1900  and  his  death  occurred  in  1908.  He  was  a  man 
of  sound  judgment,  keen  executive  ability  and  above 
all,  a  substantial  citizen  and  loving  parent. 

Dennis  Donovan  married  Julia  Haggerty,  also  of 
Irish  descent  and  a  native  of  County  Cary.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  three  are 
living:  David,  John  E.,  and  a  sister,  Mary,  now 
Mrs.  John  Worth  of  Staten  Island. 

John  E.  Donovan’s  birth  occurred  at  Elm  Park, 
May  10,  1863,  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  of  Port  Richmond.  He  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  in  the  latter’s  contracting  firm 
and  learned  the  business  in  a  thorough  manner,  that 
augured  quite  well  for  his  future. 


Upon  the  elder  Donovan’s  retirement,  he,  with  his 
brothers,  Joseph  now  deceased,  and  David,  conducted 
the  general  contracting  establishment,  their  location 
being  at  393  Richmond  Terrace,  Port  Richmond. 
Then,  upon  the  death  of  their  father  six  years  later, 
John  E.  and  Joseph  Donovan  assumed  joint  control 
of  the  business  and  continued  as  partners  until  1918. 
In  this  year  John  E.  Donovan  purchased  the  interests 
of  his  brother  and  continued  privately  until  1922 
when  he  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  John  E. 
Donovan  Asphalt  Paving  Company.  From  that  time 
to  the  present  (1930)  the  concern  has  operated  with 
appreciable  success,  contributing  in  large  measure  to 
the  development  of  the  Staten  Island  highway  system, 
which  of  late  has  undergone  a  joint  widening  and 
repaving  process  that  has  been  of  material  aid  to 
local  transportation.  Not  only  in  one  or  two  sections 
of  the  island,  but  in  practically  every  district,  repav¬ 
ing  and  construction  work  has  been  accomplished  by 
Mr.  Donovan’s  firm.  He  has  repaved  several  of  the 
most  important  thoroughfares  on  the  island,  includ¬ 
ing  Forest  Avenue,  from  Graniteville  to  Richmond 
Turnpike;  Broadway,  West  New  Brighton,  from 
Raleigh  Avenue  to  Clove  Road;  and  Carteret  Street, 
Tottenville,  from  Hylan  Boulevard  to  Amboy  Road. 
Repaving  contracts  covering  roads  in  different  parts 
of  New  Jersey  have  also  been  carried  out  by  the 
firm.  In  1927  the  company  also  contracted  for  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  work  for  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company.  All  in  all  it  is  said  of  Mr. 
Donovan,  that  in  undertaking  a  task,  whether  it  be  of 
primary  importance  or  of  lesser  significance,  the  con¬ 
tract  is  fulfilled  conscientiously  and  with  extraordinary 
care.  The  principles  of  hard  work,  accuracy  and 
scrupulous  honesty  are  undeniably  those  he  has  chosen 
to  best  follow. 

Mr.  Donovan  has  long  been  a  member  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Contractors’  Association.  Apart  from  his  imme¬ 
diate  business  interests  he  is  active  in  other  associa¬ 
tions  in  this  borough,  chiefly  those  of  a  financial, 
fraternal,  political  and  religious  nature.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  State  Bank  of  Richmond  County  and 
of  the  Third  Ward  Building  and  Loan  Association. 
A  Democrat  by  political  persuasion,  he  is  loyal  to  the 
principles  of  government  upheld  by  that  party,  tak¬ 
ing  a  keen  interest  in  affairs  of  this  county  and  aid¬ 
ing  the  local  organizations  to  the  fullest  extent  of  his 
ability.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Democratic  Club.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks  ;  and  Richmond  Council,  Knights 
of  Columbus.  In  religious  worship  he  has  long  been 
united  with  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
has  been  active  in  the  work  of  the  parish.  Local 
charitable  and  civic  causes  have  found  in  him  a  loyal 
and  generous  supporter. 

John  E.  Donovan’s  marriage  took  place  on  Jan¬ 
uary  2,  1914,  to  Katherine  McQuade,  of  West  New 
Brighton,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Garrigan) 
McQuade  of  West  New  Brighton.  Mr.  McQuade, 
now  deceased,  was  formerly  the  operator  of  extensive 
coal  interests. 

Mr.  Donovan’s  place  of  business  is  situated  at  No. 
2207  Richmond  Terrace,  his  residence  being  next  door, 
at  No.  2205  Richmond  Terrace. 


COLONEL  WILLIAM  CARRINGTON  LAN¬ 
CASTER — A  varied  and  accomplished  career  as  an 
engineer  has  been  experienced  by  Colonel  Lancaster, 
a  resident  of  New  Brighton,  who  was  appointed  in 
1925  to  the  position  of  chief  engineer  of  the  New 
York  State  Transit  Commission. 

His  birth  took  place  in  the  city  of  New  York  in 
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1880,  his  parents  being  Robert  A.  and  Williamine 
(Carrington)  Lancaster.  He  is  descended  from  old 
Virginia  ancestors  who  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  that  colony. 

^  The  education  of  Colonel  Lancaster  began  at  Mc¬ 
Cabe’s  University  School,  Richmond,  Virginia,  after 
which  he  attended  the  University  of  Virginia,  receiv¬ 
ing  in  1903  the  degrees  of  Mechanical  Engineer  and 
Electrical  Engineer.  At  this  institution  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  Fraternity,  the  famous 
“Eli  Banana”  Society,  and  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 

Beginning  his  professional  life  as  a  student  of  engi¬ 
neering,  he  entered  the  testing  department  of  the 
General  Electric  Company  at  Schenectady,  New 
York.  During  a  two-year  period  of  training  there 
in  the  shops  and  the  laboratories,  from  1903  to  1905, 
he  spent  much  time  on  railroad  tests,  including  those 
of  the  first  New  York  Central  electric  locomotive. 

From  1905  to  his  participation  in  the  World  War, 
he  held  several  responsible  positions  connected  with 
large  and  conspicuous  engineering  projects,  includ¬ 
ing  the  construction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  tun¬ 
nels  in  New  York  City,  the  Erie  Barge  Canal  Work, 
the  Havana,  Cuba,  sewerage  system,  and  the  tunnel 
and  terminal  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway  in 
Montreal,  Canada. 

With  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the 
World  War,  in  1917,  he  was  appointed  captain  of 
Engineers,  in  command  of  Company  C.,  45th  Engi¬ 
neers.  Later,  in  France,  he  was  promoted  to  major 
of  Engineers  and  placed  during  1918  and  1919  in 
supervision  of  terminal  facilities  at  La  Palice  and 
Bassens. 

From  1922  to  1925  Colonel  Lancaster  was  in  the 
service  of  the  city  of  New  York  as  electrical  engineer 
of  the  Board  of  Estimate,  connected  with  the  design 
and  preliminary  work  on  the  Narrows  Tunnel  from 
Brooklyn  to  Staten  Island,  growing  out  of  former 
Mayor  Hylan’s  plan  for  connecting  these  two  bor¬ 
oughs  of  Greater  New  York  by  subway.  He  is  now 
chief  engineer  of  the  Transit  Commission  of  New 
York. 

Aside  from  his  professional  duties,  he  is  a  lieuten¬ 
ant-colonel  in  the  Engineer  Officers’  Reserve  Corps,  a 
Fellow  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi¬ 
neers,  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil 
Engineers,  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engi¬ 
neers,  the  American  Railway  Engineering  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  the  Society  of  American  Military  Engi¬ 
neers.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Engineers’  Club  of 
New  York,  the  University  Club  of  Montreal,  and  the 
Staten  Island  Cricket  and  Tennis  Club.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat  and  in  his  religious  persuasion  is 
of  the  Episcopal  denomination  and  is  active  in  civic 
and  charitable  enterprises,  both  local  and  national. 

The  marriage  of  Colonel  Lancaster  took  place  in 
Virginia  in  1906  to  Elizabeth  Easley.  They  have  two 
children,  Robert  A.  and  Louise  G.  The  Lancaster 
family  residence  is  at  No.  163  Clinton  Avenue,  New 
Brighton,  while  his  business  office  is  at  No.  270 
Madison  Avenue,  New  York. 


IRA  J.  HORTON — Of  the  financiers  who  have 
assisted  in  the  development  of  Staten  Island,  both  as 
a  business  center  and  as  a  residential  section,  Ira 
J.  Horton,  president  of  the  Tottenville  National  Bank, 
stands  preeminent.  Mr.  Horton  has  devoted  mucb 
of  his  time  and  his  abilities  to  the  furthering  of 
projects  that  have  been  brought  to  his  notice  which, 
in  his  opinion,  would  prove  of  advantage  to  the  com¬ 
munity  or  to  its  citizens.  In  civic  affairs  he  is  ever 
to  the  forefront  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  his 


section,  giving  careful  consideration  to  suggestions 
which  seem  to  promise  beneficial  results. 

Mr.  Horton  possesses  one  distinction  known  pre¬ 
viously  only  to  his  personal  friends,  which  is  that  he 
can  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  his  birth  but  once 
every  four  years.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  he 
was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  29,  1872,  which  was,  of  course,  a  Leap  Year 
occurring  in  the  calendar  only  every  four  years.  Mr. 
Horton  was  the  son  of  Jewett  and  Catherine  (Law¬ 
rence)  Horton,  the  former  a  well-to-do  builder  and 
contractor,  a  prominent  Methodist,  and  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War.  He  was  very  well  known  in  Columbia 
County,  New  York;  both  the  Horton  and  Lawrence 
families  were  old-time  residents  of  the  Hudson  River 
Valley,  having  descended  from  Old  New  England 
stock. 

Ira  J.  Horton  attended  the  local  schools  at  Phil- 
mont,  Columbia  County,  subsequently  taking  a  course 
at  the  Albany  Business  College,  where  he  completed 
his  education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  entered 
upon  his  first  employment,  which  was  in  the  mills  of 
Philmont.  There  he  became  thoroughly  experienced 
in  textile  weaving  and  in  time  was  appointed  to  the 
post  of  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Aiken  Com¬ 
pany’s  mills.  After  twelve  years’  experience  in  the 
mills  and  offices  of  the  company,  he  entered  the  bank¬ 
ing  business  by  accepting  the  post  of  assistant  cashier 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Philmont.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  this  post  for  five  years,  acquiring  a  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  of  the  banking  business.  At  the  end 
of  the  five  years  in  the  Philmont  bank,  opportunity 
presented,  and  in  1907  he  accepted  the  position  of 
cashier  in  the  newly-organized  National  Bank  of 
Tottenville,  under  the  presidency  of  one  of  Totten- 
ville’s  best  known  citizens,  Gilbert  S.  Barnes.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  score  of  years  as  cashier  of  the  bank  Mr. 
Horton  saw  its  capital  increase  from  $25,000  to  about 
a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars,  and  witnessed  the 
erection  of  the  new  palatial  building  in  1913.  In 
January,  1927,  Mr.  Horton  was  honored  by  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  bank  by  his  election  to  the  office  of 
president  of  the  institution. 

Mr.  Horton  has  a  number  of  other  interests,  chief 
among  them  being  a  directorship  in  the  Richmond 
County  Building  and  Mutual  Loan  Association.  He  is 
one  of  the  founders  and  a  director  of  the  Richmond 
Memorial  Hospital  at  Prince  Bay;  vice-president  of 
the  Staten  Island  Social  Service;  a  director  of  the 
Staten  Island  Lions  Club,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers;  and  a  member  of  the  Conference  House 
Committee.  He  has  also  served  at  various  times  other 
local  bodies  as  a  member  of  different  committees. 
A  prominent  Mason,  he  is  affiliated  with  Agawa- 
muck  Lodge,  No.  841,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
Philmont,  in  which  he  at  one  time  sat  in  the  South 
as  Junior  Warden.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Hudson 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Hudson,  New  York. 
In  religion  he  is  a  Methodist  and  attends  the  local 
edifice  of  that  faith. 

On  October  15,  1907,  Mr.  Horton  was  married 
in  New  York  City  to  Mable  Rockefeller  Sagendorf, 
the  daughter  of  Clinton  and  Ann  (Rockefeller) 
Sagendorf.  The  Sagendorf  family  is  of  Dutch  ances¬ 
try,  and  the  Rockefellers  have  been  for  a  long  pe¬ 
riod  associated  with  Columbia  County,  coming  from 
the  same  original  stock  as  the  Rockefellers  of  Stand¬ 
ard  Oil  fame. 


CAPTAIN  JOSHUA  D.  CORSON— In  following 
a  career  as  a  seaman,  during  the  middle  and  latter  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  Captain  Joshua  D.  Corson 
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experienced  his  share  of  hazardous  adventure.  A 
member  of  the  Maritime  Exchange,  he  was  also  active 
in  shipbuilding  activities  during  his  lifetime.  He  was 
a  native  of  Mariners  Harbor  and  of  one  of  Staten 
Island’s  oldest  families. 

The  Corson  family  is  of  Dutch  descent,  first  men¬ 
tion  of  the  name  on  Staten  Island  occurring  De¬ 
cember  30,  1680,  in  a  patent  bearing  that  date  which 
conveyed  to  Cornelius  Corsen,  Andries  Juriansen, 
Derrick  Cornelisen,  and  John  Peterson,  a  total  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land.  From  records 
giving  evidence  of  further  patents  and  land  transac¬ 
tions,  it  is  indicated  that  early  Corsons  were  the 
owners  of  considerable  acreage  on  the  Island.  Cor¬ 
nelius  Corsen,  mentioned  previously,  attained  the 
designation  of  captain,  according  to  records  at  Al¬ 
bany,  dated  December  21,  1680,  and  it  is  thought  that 
he  came  from  Long  Island.  His  name  is  also  men¬ 
tioned  in  Richmond  County  legal  documents,  and  his 
death  occurred  December  7,  1693.  At  least  three  sons 
survived  him.  They  were:  Christian,  who  was  a  sec¬ 
ond  judge  and  lieutenant-colonel  in  1738;  Cornelius,  a 
justice,  and  Jacob,  owner  of  large  tracts  of  land  both 
on  Staten  Island  and  Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey. 
These  sons  gave  rise  through  marriage  to  various 
branches  of  the  family,  well  represented  on  Staten 
Island  and  elsewhere. 

Concerning  the  Corsons  to  whom  this  review  re¬ 
lates,  the  first  definite  information  of  the  ancestors  of 
Captain  Joshua  D.  Corson  begins  with  his  great- 
great-grandfather,  Cornelius  Corson.  He  married 
Jametia  (or  Jannetje)  Van  Buskirk,  and  among  their 
children  were  the  following:  Peter;  Christian;  Cor¬ 
nelius,  who  probably  died  in  infancy;  Cornelius; 
Jacob;  Daniel;  and  three  daughters,  names  unknown. 
Cornelius  Corson,  the  father  of  these  children,  died 
March  26,  1755,  and  his  wife’s  death  occurred  in 
1749.  They  were  buried  in  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Churchyard,  Port  Richmond. 

Their  son,  Daniel,  baptized  March  9,  173S,  married 
Elizabeth  Bogart.  Though  there  may  have  been  more 
children  in  the  family,  they  were  the  parents  of  at 
least  five  sons:  Cornelius,  John,  Daniel,  Richard, 
and  William  Howe.  Daniel  Corson,  the  elder,  died 
May  22,  1801,  his  wife,  Elizabeth  surviving  him  until 
November  18,  1821. 

Of  the  aforementioned  children,  Richard  Corson 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  where  the  family  had  re¬ 
moved  some  years  previously.  He  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  in  later  years  crossed  the  Kill  van  Kull  to 
Staten  Island  and  settled  near  Meiers  Corners,  in 
West  New  Brighton.  He  married  Margaret  Egbert, 
and  they  had  fourteen  children,  of  whom  mention  is 
found  of  the  following:  Gertrude,  Eliza,  Richard, 
Sarah,  George,  Katie,  Abraham,  of  whom  further; 
Ann,  Joseph,  David,  and  Daniel.  Richard  Corson  and 
his  wife,  Margaret  (Egbert)  Corson,  were  buried  in 
Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Churchyard,  New 
Springville,  where  some  of  their  children  were  buried, 
the  others  being  interred  in  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Churchyard  at  Port  Richmond. 

Abraham  Corson,  father  of  Joshua  D.  Corson,  was 
born  November  20,  1803,  at  the  family  residence, 
Meiers  Corners.  After  obtaining  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  the  district,  he  followed  a  seaman’s 
career  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  Becoming  skilled 
in  the  art  of  navigation,  he  sailed  numerous  vessels  in 
his  time,  though  the  latter  portion  of  his  marine  ca¬ 
reer  was  spent  as  an  executive  in  a  large  steamship 
company.  Later  he  entered  a  contracting  business  and 
remained  thus  engaged  until  his  demise.  As  a  sea¬ 


man  and  navigator,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in 
essence  he  was  merely  emphasizing  a  family  char¬ 
acteristic,  that  of  a  general  close  association  with  the 
sea  and  occupations  relating  to  it,  for  representatives 
of  the  family  had  previously  owned  vessels  engaged 
principally  in  coastwise  trade,  while  other  Corsons 
were  oystermen  by  calling,  their  beds  located  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  waters. 

Abraham  Corson  married  Rebecca  Drake,  born 
February  11,  1806,  at  Mariners  Harbor,  her  parents 
being  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth  (Van  Name)  Drake. 
Her  mother,  born  in  Staten  Island,  was  the  daughter 
of  Moses  Van  Name,  of  a  family  long  resident  in 
Richmond  County.  In  addition  to  this  daughter,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Drake  had  five  other  children:  Carron, 
Moses,  John,  Marie,  and  Joshua.  Abraham  and  Re¬ 
becca  (Drake)  Corson  had  eleven  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Hannah  D.,  Mary  S.,  Elizabeth  A.,  Margaret 
P.,  Sarah,  Catherine  D.,  Deborah  M.,  John  B., 
Joshua  D.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  John  B.  (2), 
and  Moses  D.  Captain  Abraham  Corson,  their  father, 
died  in  January,  1886,  having  survived  his  wife  by 
several  years. 

Captain  Joshua  D.  Corson’s  birth  occurred  April 
16,  1837,  in  Mariners  Harbor  and  he  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  within  this  village.  Deter¬ 
mining  to  follow  in  his  father’s  footsteps,  he  entered 
the  latter’s  steamship  business  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
and  became  at  length  captain  of  a  sloop  which  plied 
between  New  York  and  Virginia.  It  is  related  that 
he  was  the  youngest  sloop  captain  among  a  large 
group  of  eastern  seaboard  commandants  in  charge  of 
coastal  vessels.  It  was  his  misfortune  to  be  ship¬ 
wrecked  on  more  than  one  voyage,  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  mishap  occurring  while  on  a  West  Indian  trip. 
His  vessel  capsized,  thus  forcing  him  to  maintain  a 
perilous  position  on  the  bottom  of  the  boat  for  five 
days  and  nights,  without  food  and  drink,  until  picked 
up*  by  the  ship,  “May  Queen.”  Another  mishap, 
which  resulted  in  the  shipwrecking  of  his  sloop  on 
the  Jersey  Coast  and  his  consequent  rescue  by  the 
schooner,  “Belle,”  was  not  sufficient  to  induce  him 
to  give  up  his  seafaring  life. 

Following  the  death  of  his  father  in  1886,  Joshua 
D.  Corson  went  to  Shooters  Island  as  superintendent 
of  a  shipbuilding  concern.  There  he  remained  for 
several  years,  until  the  opening  of  the  Staten  Island- 
Elizabethport  ferry,  when  he  began  service  with  the 
company  that  operated  this  line.  He  held  an  impor¬ 
tant  position  with  this  firm  until  his  death,  July  23, 
1918.  Mr.  Corson  owned  valuable  real  estate  on  the 
Island. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  “New  York 
World”  on  October  1,  1916,  published  the  following 
facts  relative  to  Captain  Abraham  Corson  and,  par¬ 
ticularly,  his  son,  Captain  Joshua  D.  Corson: 

Old  Salt  Sea  Sailor  is  Now  a  Ferryman.  Captain 

Corson  Once  Clung  to  Wreck  for  Five  Days 

Before  Rescue  Came. 

Captain  Joshua  D.  Corson  was  born  in  Mariners 
Harbor,  April  16,  1837.  He  was  married  April  21, 
1861.  He  has  seven  children,  fourteen  grandchildren 
living.  His  father,  Captain  Abraham  Corson,  was  the 
owner  and  captain  of  a  schooner.  He  started  with  his 
father  as  mate  and  when  competent  he  was  made 
a  captain  and  pilot.  He  has  had  many  adventures 
on  the  sea.  In  July,  1861,  his  schooner,  the  “Emma 
Lester,”  was  struck  by  a  hurricane  in  the  West  Indies 
and  thrown  on  her  beam  ends.  For  five  days  the 
Captain  and  his  crew  of  six  men  clung  to  the  sinking 
boat.  They  had  about  given  up  hope  when  the  Eng¬ 
lish  ship,  “May  Queen,”  came  along  and  took  them  off 
and  carried  them  to  Liverpool.  The  trip  took  forty 
days  and  it  was  six  months  before  Captain  Corson 
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was  able  to  return  home.  In  the  meantime  his  family 
had  given  him  up  as  dead. 

During  the  Civil  War  he  was  pursued  from  North 
Carolina  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  by  a  Confederate  priva¬ 
teer,  but  his.  skill  as  a  sailor  saved  him.  On  another 
occasion,  while  coming  down  the  Potomac  River,  carry¬ 
ing  supplies  to  McClellan’s  Army,  he  was  ambushed 
and  fired  upon  by  a  band  of  guerillas  but  escaped. 

He  left  the  sea  in  1868.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
contracting  and  stevedore  business  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  1896  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Elizabeth - 
port  Ferry  Company.  He  is  the  last  survivor  of  cap¬ 
tains  and  coast  pilots  who  manned  the  oyster  boats 
of  Mariners  Harbor  when  they  carried  oysters  from 
Virginia  to  markets  of  Manhattan  and  shipped  them 
to  England,  France  and  Germany. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Corson’s  occupational  activities, 
he  was  an  earnest  civic  worker,  interested  in  public 
affairs  of  importance  on  Staten  Island.  His  fraternal 
affiliation  was  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  by  political  persuasion,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Republican  party  with  which 
his  family  had  long  been  connected.  The  Dutch  Re¬ 
formed  Church  of  Port  Richmond  numbered  him 
among  its  more  active  members,  and  in  his  family 
life  he  was  a  fond  husband  and  father.  By  nature 
he  was  ambitious  and  persevering,  generous  of  heart 
and  of  kindly  disposition.  His  was  a  life  well  spent. 
Throughout  his  home  community  and  wherever  duty 
called  him,  he  was  respected  and  esteemed  by  his 
fellowmen. 

Joshua  D.  Corson  was  married  on  April  21,  1861, 
to  Ellen  E.  Gosline,  born  December  11,  1842,  the 
daughter  of  William  Lawrence  and  Mathilda  (John¬ 
son)  Gosline.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  New  York 
City,  and  her  mother  of  Staten  Island.  In  addition  to 
their  daughter,  Ellen  E.,  they  had  three  other  chil¬ 
dren:  William,  Jemima  J.,  and  Tabitha  M.  The 
Johnson  family  has  long  been  represented  in  Rich¬ 
mond  County. 

Captain  Joshua  D.  and  Ellen  E.  (Gosline)  Corson 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  born  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  Mariners  Harbor:  1.  Ella  M.,  through 
whose  courtesy  the  review  of  her  father  appears  in 
this  work.  She  married  William  H.  Decker,  of  old 
Staten  Island  stock.  He  was  a  member  of  the  old 
police  force  in  Richmond  County  for  many  years,  his 
death  occurred  while  on  active  duty,  in  April,  1895, 
as  the  result  of  injuries  received  at  a  serious  fire. 
Their  children  were  five  in  number:  i.  Mary  Louise 
Decker,  the  eldest,  born  August  23,  1885,  married 
Audrey  H.  Moore  of  Mariners  Harbor,  whose  death 
occurred  August  17,  1918;  they  had  a  daughter, 
Audrey  M.  ii.  Emma  B.  Decker,  the  second  daugh¬ 
ter,  was  born  October  30,  1886.  She  became  the  wife 
of  Samuel  E.  Taylor,  of  Port  Richmond,  and  they 
have  five  children:  Bernice  E.,  Edward  S.,  Amin  W., 
Alfred  E.,  and  Leroy  P.  iii.  Alfred  C.  Decker,  born 
June  18,  1888,  married  Margaret  Corbett,  of  Port 
Richmond,  and  they  have  three  children:  Margaret 
C.,  Kenneth  J.,  and  Vivian  E.  iv.  Harry  A.  Decker, 
born  September  3,  1887,  died  unmarried  on  June  7, 
1914.  v.  Patricia  E.  Decker,  married  Milton  Spindler  of 
Stapleton.  Mrs.  Ella  M.  Decker  resides  at  No.  72  Mer- 
sereau  Avenue,  Mariners  Harbor.  2.  Kohler,  second 
of  the  children  of  Joshua  D.  and  Ellen  E.  (Gosline) 
Corson,  is  unmarried.  3.  Edmund  H.,  died  in  infancy. 
4.  William  M.,  married  Mary  Robb,  and  they  became 
parents  of  three  children.  5  Abram  E.,  married  Rose 
Smith,  and  they  have  two  children.  6.  Bertram  C., 
married  Alice  Wilson,  and  two  children  were  born 
to  this  union.  7.  Joshua  D.,  Jr.,  married  Mathilda 
Chanley.  8.  Carrie  T.,  became  the  wife  of  Wilbur 
Vreeland.  9.  Melville  E.,  married  Florence  Pacca- 
serie,  and  they  have  eight  children. 


GEORGE  HOVERKAMP,  JR.  — The  memory  of 
an  artisan,  who  through  his  skill  and  technical 
knowledge  was  instrumental  in  erecting  beautiful 
homes  and  buildings  where  before  existed  only  waste 
acreage,  commands  the  respect  of  every  thoughtful 
citizen.  Such  a  man  was  the  late  George  Hover¬ 
kamp,  Jr.,  prominent  Staten  Island  contractor  and 
builder,  under  whose  efficient  direction  many  of  our 
finest  local  edifices  took  form.  The  son  of  a  man  who 
for  many  years  made  his  mark  as  a  building  con¬ 
tractor  in  numerous  widely-separated  communities 
and  who  only  in  recent  years  retired  from  active  par¬ 
ticipation  in  large  structural  programs,  George  Hov- 
erkamp,  Jr.,  came  naturally  by  his  talents. 

George  Hoverkamp,  the  elder,  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  spent  the  early  portion  of  his  life  there. 
He  married  Christine  Doubleder,  of  a  family  long 
resident  in  Holland  and  they  came  to  America  about 
1875.  Arriving  here,  they  immediately  settled  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  Mr.  Hoverkamp  first 
made  his  mark  in  the  building  trades,  subsequently  ex¬ 
tending  his  activities  to  include  the  cities  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  Brooklyn,  and  New 
York.  He  had  brought  his  family  from  Baltimore  to 
New  York  in  1900  and  sometime  later  crossed  the 
bay  to  Staten  Island  to  take  up  his  residence  and 
work  in  the  old  village  of  Richmond.  At  the  present 
day  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoverkamp,  Sr.,  are  respected 
citizens  of  the  community  in  which  they  have  now 
resided  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Mr. 
Hoverkamp  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  community  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Steuben 
Club. 

George  Hoverkamp,  Jr.,  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  on  May  9,  1891,  and  following 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Staten  Island  he  was 
duly  entered  as  a  student  in  the  local  public  schools 
and  completed  his  education  here.  As  a  youth  he 
worked  as  a  clerk  in  a  Richmond  village  drug  store 
for  four  years,  arising  early  in  the  morning  to  begin 
his  duties  and  laboring  until  late  in  the  evening.  In 
order  to  reach  the  store  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
walk  some  distance,  thus  enabling  him  to  acquire 
withal  an  experience  that  was  destined  to  be  of 
great  aid  to  him  in  later  life.  Many  of  the  funda¬ 
mental  business  principles  he  learned  during  these 
years  were  inculcated  into  his  life  as  a  contractor  dur¬ 
ing  times  to  come. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  the  younger  Hover¬ 
kamp  set  about  to  learn  the  building  and  contracting 
business  literally  from  the  ground  up,  becoming  first 
associated  with  various  well  known  Staten  Island 
firms  and  remaining  there  for  about  five  years.  He 
then  became  associated  with  his  father  and  thus 
continued  until  1911,  in  which  year  he  became  execu¬ 
tive  head  of  the  business  established  by  the  latter  and 
carried  it  on  most  ably  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Hoverkamp  was  wont  to  attribute  his  out¬ 
standing  success  to  the  fact  that  he  unceasingly  kept 
before  his  mind  the  maxim,  “But  one  way  is  right.” 
By  consistently  adhering  to  this  precept  he  invariably 
had  a  following  of  clients  whose  enthusiastic  praise 
of  his  good  work,  he  always  considered  his  greatest 
asset.  His  faith  in  the  organization  which  he  directed 
was  unwavering,  a  large  and  competent  force  of 
workers  guided  by  skilled  foremen  being  ever  at  his 
command.  Among  the  outstanding  buildings  con¬ 
structed  on  Staten  Island  by  his  contracting  firm  were 
the  Richmond  Memorial  Hospital,  the  new  Jewish 
Community  Center,  the  Tottenville  National  Bank 
and  Building  and  Loan  Association  Building,  the 
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Community  Church  on  Guyon  Avenue,  and  many  of 
the  Country  Club  houses  in  Dongan  Hills.  Several 
edifices  in  Manhattan  were  also  built  under  his  super¬ 
vision. 

George  Hoverkamp,  Jr.,  was  an  active  factor  in  a 
number  of  business,  civic  and  fraternal  organizations 
within  the  borough.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  local  Rotary  Club, 
and  associations  close  to  his  contracting  interests. 
He  was  affiliated  with  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and 
Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  381,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons  and  enjoyed  these  associations  for  long  years. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  was  an  ardent  worker  in 
the  interests  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church  at  Richmond 
and  a  vestryman  within  this  house  of  worship.  His 
home  life  was  an  exemplary  one,  fraught  with  a 
long  and  tender  devotion  to  his  wife  and  seven  chil¬ 
dren. 

Mr.  Hoverkamp  married  on  July  3,  1913  Altje  Cor¬ 
nelia  Ahrens,  a  long  time  resident  of  the  village  of 
New  Brighton,  and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Allie 
Ahrens,  both  descendants  of  old  and  honored  families. 
Mrs.  Hoverkamp’s  father  is  associated  with  the 
Pouch  Terminals  Corporation,  at  Tompkinsville  and 
Clifton.  To  George  and  Altje  C.  (Ahrens)  Hover¬ 
kamp  the  following  children  were  born:  George  V. 
B.,  born  September  21,  1914,  now  a  student  at  Curtis 
High  School;  Richard,  born  August  26,  1917;  Altje, 
born  February  ix,  1919;  Douglas  Kent,  born  July  12, 
1921;  Sylvester,  born  March  18,  1923;  Kennard 
James,  born  November  15,  1924;  and  Jeanne  Audrey, 
born  January  21,  1928. 

Mr.  Hoverkamp’s  death  occurred  April  I,  1929,  at 
Staten  Island  Hospital,  following  a  brief  illness. 
Fraternal  services  at  which  Huguenot  Lodge  of  the 
Masonic  Order,  Staten  Island  Lodge  of  Elks,  and 
the  local  Rotary  Club  participated,  were  held  from 
the  Schaefer  undertaking  parlors  in  Stapleton.  A 
day  later  regular  funeral  services  were  held  from 
St.  Andrew’s  Church,  burial  following  in  Moravian 
Cemetery.  In  addition  to  his  parents  who  reside  at 
No.  393  Richmond  Road,  Mr.  Hoverkamp  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  widow,  seven  children,  and  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Sylvester  Leahy  of  Manhattan. 


JOHN  A.  COSGROVE— One  of  the  young  and 
aggressive  lawyers  of  Staten  Island,  John  A.  Cos¬ 
grove  has,  in  the  few  years  he  has  been  practicing, 
earned  a  favorable  reputation  among  both  his  clients 
and  his  fellow-professional  men.  A  native  Staten 
Islander,  he  is  well  known  by  the  people  in  this  part 
of  New  York  City,  and,  although  engaged  in  law 
only  since  1924,  he  has  acquired  a  large  clientele 
who  need  legal  advice  and  are  confident  of  his  ability. 
His  future  is  one  of  brilliant  promise. 

A  son  of  Thomas  and  Julia  (Lyons)  Cosgrove,  he 
was  born  on  Staten  Island  on  September  7,  1900.  His 
father  is  a  native  of  County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  and 
his  mother  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland.  To  them 
the  following  children  were  born:  Thomas  S.,  with 
the  Detective  Division,  St.  George;  Brainard  M.,  a 
pharmacist  in  New  Brighton;  Alice,  teaching  at  Pub¬ 
lic  School,  No.  17;  John  A.,  of  this  review;  and 
Catherine,  a  student  at  Curtis  High  School.  The 
father,  Thomas  Cosgrove,  a  horticulturist,  who  came 
to  Staten  Island  about  1886,  was  for  years  promi¬ 
nent  in  the  movements  of  the  Democratic  party’s 
organization  on  Staten  Island,  and  for  thirty-two 
years  was  a  Democratic  committeeman. 

From  his  earliest  days,  the  son,  John  A.  Cosgrove, 
showed  a  predilection  for  study,  and  especially  were 


his  last  years  of  grammar  school  study  marked  by 
unusual  earnestness  and  diligence.  In  19x4  he  won 
a  four-year  scholarship  which  enabled  him  to  attend 
the  Xavier  High  School,  in  Manhattan.  When  he 
completed  this  course,  he  entered  the  Fordham  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1922  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In 
the  following  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  in 
1924  returned  to  Staten  Island  to  take  up  his  prac¬ 
tice.  While  he  was  a  student  at  Fordham,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Student  Army  Training  Corps,  and 
in  his  spare  hours  and  during  his  law  clerkship  was 
employed  by  Curtis,  Fosdick  and  Belknap  in  the 
Woolworth  Building.  His  interest  in  athletics  was 
maintained  after  he  completed  his  academic  education, 
for  he  played  on  the  “Wanderers’  ”  football  team, 
of  New  Brighton,  and  his  team  won  a  number  of 
semi-professional  championships  during  Mr.  Cos¬ 
grove’s  affiliation  with  it,  from  1918  until  1924. 

In  his  legal  practice,  Mr.  Cosgrove  specializes  in 
the  law  of  real  property.  And,  since  he  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  his  profession,  he  has  tended 
toward  speculation  in  real  estate,  and  through  sev¬ 
eral  fortunate  transactions  he  has  come  to  be  one  of 
the  foremost  men  of  Staten  Island  in  real  estate 
dealings.  In  May,  1927,  he  was  engaged  under  con¬ 
tract  by  the  Port  Authority  as  title  searcher  and 
attorney  to  examine  the  titles  to  the  Elizabeth  and 
Perth  Amboy  bridge  approaches,  to  draw  the  deeds 
and  close  the  deals.  He  did  this  work  so  efficiently 
that  it  was  finished  a  month  before  the  time  allotted 
for  it.  Although  he  is  thoroughly  absorbed  in  his 
business  and  professional  activities,  Mr.  Cosgrove 
takes  time  to  be  active  in  a  number  of  organizations, 
including  the  Richmond  Council  Knights  of  Columbus, 
the  Saint  Peter’s  Club,  and  the  First  Ward  Democratic 
Club.  It  is  only  natural  that  he  should  be  keenly 
interested  in  the  Democratic  organization,  especially 
since  his  father  was  engaged  in  this  same  type  of  work 
for  so  many  years.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the 
Richmond  County  Bar  Association. 

John  A.  Cosgrove  married,  on  January  20,  1927, 
Elizabeth  McMahon,  of  New  Brighton,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  McMahon,  the  former  a  retired 
mechanical  engineer.  His  wife  is  a  graduate  of  Saint 
Peter’s  High  School,  was  president  of  the  student 
body  of  that  institution  when  she  was  there  and  is 
now  president  of  the  Alumni  Association. 


HOWARD  H.  WORZEL — Represented  among 
those  prominent  in  legal  and  financial  circles  in 
Richmond  County,  by  virtue  of  an  exceedingly  thor¬ 
ough  preparation  for  his  career  and  years  of  valued 
experience  in  these  endeavors,  Mr.  Worzel  is  one  of 
our  well-esteemed  citizens  and  members  of  the  bar. 
He  acts  as  counsel  for  various  local  financial  insti¬ 
tutions  and  maintains  his  law  offices  in  his  home 
community,  West  New  Brighton. 

Mr.  Worzel  was  born  in  Shohola,  Pennsylvania, 
December  8,  1883,  the  son  of  George  H.  and  Cathe¬ 
rine  (Eckhart)  Worzel.  The  elder  Worzel  was  born 
in  Germany  in  1845  and  came  to  the  United  States  at 
the  age  of  six  years.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  cause  and  served  as  a 
drummer  boy  with  the  151st  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers  until  the  close  of  that  historic  struggle..  His 
marriage  to  Catherine  Eckhart,  a  native  of  Pough¬ 
keepsie,  New  York,  took  place  in  1868,  and  to  this 
union  four  children  were  born:  1.  George  V.,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Brooklyn,  who  is  associated  with  the  New 
York  Telephone  Company.  He  and  his  wife  Minnie 
(Kohl)  Worzel,  were  the  parents  of  four  children  of 
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whom  three  are  living:  Edna,  Harold  and  Wilbur.  2. 
Catherine,  now  Mrs.  John  Koch,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  mother  of  one  son,  George  W.  3.  Walter  C., 
unmarried,  now  living  retired  in  Manhattan.  4.  How¬ 
ard  H.,  of  whom  further.  George  H.  Worzel,  the 
father,  died  September  10,  1910;  his  wife’s  death 
occurred  July  31,  1919.  Both  are  buried  in  the 
Moravian  Cemetery,  at  New  Dorp. 

At  an  early  age  Howard  H.  Worzel  was  taken  by 
his  parents  to  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  there  he 
received  his  preliminary  education  at  Public  School 
No.  9.  He  then  enrolled  at  Erasmus  Hall  High 
School,  completed  a  course  of  study  at  this  institution 
and  was  graduated  in  1902.  Forthwith,  he  entered 
Columbia  University,  New  York.  From  this  seat  of 
learning  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  1906,  and  immediately  took  up  the  study  of  law  at 
the  New  York  Law  School.  There  in  the  class  of 
1908,  he  was  awarded  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree 
and  was  subsequently  admitted  to  the  bar.  Additional 
studies  during  his  University  days,  wherein  he  had 
taken  a  special  course  in  Teachers’  College  at  Colum¬ 
bia  and  received  a  diploma,  entitled  him  to  teach 
secondary  work  in  history  and  English.  While  pre¬ 
paring  himself  at  New  York  Law  School,  Mr.  Worzel 
gained  his  first  knowledge  of  banking  in  a  position 
with  the  Hanover  National  Bank  in  New  York  City, 
which  was  of  much  aid  to  him  in  later  years.  Thus 
equipped  he  began  to  avail  himself  of  the  sound  train¬ 
ing  and  learning  he  had  acquired  in  his  general  edu¬ 
cation. 

From  1909  to  1912  Mr.  Worzel  had  charge  of  the 
East  Side  Branch  of  the  Legal  Aid  Society,  after 
which  he  began  private  practice  on  his  own  initiative. 
Being  highly  successful  in  the  meantime  and  feeling 
certain  of  future  success,  he  came  to  Staten  Island 
and  opened  offices  in  West  New  Brighton,  where  he 
has  since  been  busily  engaged  looking  after  his  in¬ 
creasing  clientele  and  other  interests.  He  officiates  as 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Manard  Company,  Incor¬ 
porated,  and  is  attorney  and  a  director  of  the  Pru¬ 
dential  Savings  and  Loan  Association.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Association 
and  is  affiliated  with  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons;  Empire  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and 
Mecca  Lodge,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Kiwanis  Club  and  in  politics  is  a  staunch 
Democrat.  His  recreation  is  tennis,  although  he  is 
fond  of  other  out-of-door  activities. 

On  October  12,  1915,  at  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Worzel  married  Mary  A.  Wilson,  daughter  of 
George  L.  and  Minnie  A.  (Gross)  Wilson.  Both  the 
Wilson  and  Gross  families  were  of  old  Maryland 
stock,  long  represented  in  that  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Worzel  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Doris  Lee 
Catherine,  born  September  17,  1916,  attends  Staten 
Island  Academy;  and  John  Lamar,  born  February  21, 
1919,  a  student  at  Arden  School 

Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Worzel  finds  time  to  en¬ 
gage  in  activities  of  a  civic  and  charitable  nature. 
She  was  a  former  guardian  of  a  local  troop  of  the 
Camp  Fire  Girls  and  finds  much  pleasure  in  the 
work  of  this  organization.  The  Worzel  residence  is 
located  at  No.  21  Hardin  Avenue,  West  New 
Brighton. 


WILLIAM  MORRIS  VAN  RIPER— Carrying 
on  regardless  of  obstacles  confronting  him  in  earlier 
years,  William  M.  Van  Riper  of  Tompkinsville  is 


today  a  successful  mason  and  builder,  his  career 
being  one  of  constant  industry  and  progress.  Mr. 
Van  Riper  became  a  breadwinner  when  he  was  only 
nine  years  of  age,  having  had  to  start  work  early 
because  of  his  father’s  untimely  death;  and  although 
he  was  deprived  of  much  that  contributes  to  the 
happiness  of  youth,  he  worked  energetically  and 
studied  in  his  spare  moments,  inspired  by  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  succeed.  The  Van  Riper  family,  origi¬ 
nally  of  Dutch  origin,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
United  States,  its  first  American  ancestor  having  lived 
in  England  but  being  unable  to  endure  the  policies 
of  the  crown,  left  that  country  and  settled  in  New 
Jersey,  where  the  family  became  prominent  at  Eaton- 
town.  The  history  of  early  Morristown  refers  to 
their  activities.  Later,  members  of  the  family  went 
to  nearby  Long  Island  to  reside. 

Mr.  Van  Riper  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
November  30,  1864,  a  son  of  William  Stout  and  Jane 
Ann  (Smith)  Van  Riper.  William  Stout  Van  Riper 
was  born  in  Gravesend,  which  is  now  a  part  of 
Brooklyn,  and  was  a  prominent  veterinary  surgeon. 
He  was  induced  to  come  to  Staten  Island  as  veterinary 
in  charge  of  the  horses  then  used  by  the  street  rail¬ 
way  system  here,  in  the  days  of  the  old  horse-car. 
Jane  Ann  (Smith)  Van  Riper,  his  wife,  is  a  native  of 
the  Catskill  Mountains  district.  Her  father  was  a 
stone-cutter  by  trade  and  lived  in  a  Scotch  settlement 
in  Brooklyn,  being  a  resident  there  when  the  great 
cholera  plague  scourged  the  country.  He  then  left 
Brooklyn  and  moved  to  the  Catskill  Mountains  where 
Mr.  Van  Riper’s  mother  was  born,  and  some  years 
later,  the  family  removed  to  New  York,  locating  on 
the  site  of  Madison  Square  Garden.  Of  interest,  is 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Smith  could  have  purchased  that 
property  for  practically  a  pittance,  but  real  estate 
did  not  interest  him  as  he  devoted  all  his  attention 
to  the  stone-cutting  business.  He  shortly  afterward 
returned  to  Brooklyn  and  there  established  a  marble¬ 
cutting  business. 

William  M.  Van  Riper  was  about  six  years  of 
age  when  he  came  with  his  family  to  Staten  Island 
and  here  for  a  very  short  period  received  elementary 
education.  When  his  father  passed  away,  he  started 
work  as  a  messenger  for  the  Western  Union  Tele¬ 
graph  Company,  and  after  some  time  in  this  occupa¬ 
tion,  decided  to  follow  the  sea,  and  shipped  on  a 
schooner  plying  between  New  York  City  and  Vir¬ 
ginia,  engaged  in  carrying  oysters.  He  did  this  for 
one  winter  and  was  then  about  to  make  a  trip  to 
the  West  Indies  but  instead,  accepted  a  situation 
with  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  Jersey,  and 
with  this  organization  he  remained  for  seventeen 
years.  Mr.  Van  Riper  became  proficient  in  the  coop¬ 
erage  trade  and  operated  a  successful  business  on 
Staten  Island  for  a  time  but,  desiring  to  enter  the 
building  business,  he  applied  himself  diligently  to 
learning  the  trade  of  mason  and  plasterer  which  he 
mastered  thoroughly  and  was  soon  established  as 
an  expert  in  this  line.  He  has  continued  to  conduct 
an  independent  masonry  trade  and  has  also  added  the 
manufacture  of  concrete  building  blocks  which  are 
in  great  demand.  Mr.  Van  Riper  is  known  through¬ 
out  Staten  Island  as  a  man  of  ability,  possessing 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  building,  fair  in  all  deal¬ 
ings,  and  efficiently  expert  in  the  direction  of  con¬ 
struction  work  entrusted  to  his  care.  In  fraternal 
circles,  he  is  a  popular  member  of  Tompkins  Lodge, 
No.  471,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  which  he  entered 
in  1901  and  is  now  a  life  member;  he  has  been  a 
member  of  Court  Edgewood,  Foresters  of  America 
since  its  foundation  and  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Staten  Island  Masonic  Club.  He  is  a  past  member 


236 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


of  the  old  Tompkins  (political)  Club,  and  in  all  civic 
activities  of  this  community  can  be  depended  upon  with 
certainty  for  his  support  and  aid. 

Mr.  Van  Riper  has  lived  at  No.  85  Hannah  Street, 
Tompkinsville,  since  1901,  occupying  the  house  in 
which  the  S.  R.  Smith  Infirmary,  now  the  Staten 
Island  Hospital,  was  founded.  This  old  house,  built 
probably  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  was 
remodeled  for  the  infirmary  and  is  today  in  an  excel¬ 
lent  state  of  preservation.  An  interesting  review  of 
Dr.  Smith’s  life  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

William  M.  Van  Riper  married  June  22,  1913,  in 
Brooklyn,  Sidonia  Marie  Scharnegel,  daughter  of 
Herman  Julius  and  Marie  Elizabeth  (Seeger)  Schar¬ 
negel,  of  Richfield,  New  Jersey,  her  father  also 
having  been  born  in  Brooklyn  and  her  mother  in 
Saxony,  Germany.  To  this  union  were  born  two  chil¬ 
dren,  a  son,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  a  daughter, 
Sidonia  Elsie.  Mr.  Van  Riper  is  a  deep  student  of 
history  in  which  he  finds  great  recreation.  Possessing 
inventive  genius  and  skill,  for  a  number  of  years  Mr. 
Van  Riper  has  been  experimenting  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  a  fireproof  plaster  board,  which  he  hopes  will 
revolutionize  the  industry  of  non-inflammable  products. 


JAMES  A.  O’LEARY  — In  the  pursuance  of  a 
business  career  wherein  he  has  attained  well-deserved 
success  from  the  very  beginning,  James  A.  O’Leary, 
of  West  New  Brighton,  has  displayed  unusual  judg¬ 
ment  and  initiative.  Mr.  O’Leary,  who  is  a  native 
Staten  Islander,  is  general  manager  of  the  North 
Shore  Ice  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  he  holds  the  same  position  as  well  as  that 
of  vice-president  of  the  East  Shore  Company,  at  New 
Dorp.  In  addition  to  having  been  long  identified  with 
these  concerns,  he  has  been  active  in  financial,  real 
estate  and  insurance  circles  on  Staten  Island,  and 
has  evinced  a  deep  interest  in  political  matters  and 
affairs  of  local  civic  concern. 

Mr.  O’Leary  is  of  Irish  extraction,  his  forebears 
having  lived  for  the  most  part  in  County  Cork,  Ire¬ 
land.  There  his  father,  Patrick  O’Leary  was  born, 
received  his  education  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
a  fisherman  for  several  years.  In  1877  he  came  to 
the  United  States  and  settled  on  the  Staten  Island 
in  the  village  of  New  Brighton.  A  resident  of  Jersey 
Street,  near  Shore  Road,  now  Richmond  Terrace,  and 
the  owner  of  a  successful  business  establishment,  he 
was  greatly-respected  by  the  people  of  his  community 
who  were  quick  to  recognize  and  appreciate  the  inter¬ 
est  he  took  in  affairs  of  public  importance.  In  politics 
he  was  active,  being  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  and  an  earnest  worker  within  his  own 
district.  In  religious  worship  he  was  long  identified 
with  St.  Peter’s  Church,  New  Brighton,  and  active 
in  the  support  of  the  parish.  On  several  occasions 
Patrick  O’Leary  made  voyages  to  his  home  land  to 
visit  relatives  and  friends  in  his  native  country. 

His  marriage  took  place  in  1886,  at  New  Brighton, 
to  Honora  McCarthy,  a  native  of  County  Cork,  Ire¬ 
land,  who  came  to  the  United  States  directly  after 
the  Civil  War  and  about  eleven  years  prior  to  her 
husband’s  arrival  in  this  country.  Certain  of  Mrs. 
O’Leary’s  ancestors  had  located  in  America  long 
years  before  her  coming,  one  of  their  number  hav¬ 
ing  fought  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  others 
in  later  conflicts. 

Patrick  O’Leary’s  death  occurred  in  1901,  with 
burial  in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery,  West  New  Brighton. 
Mrs.  O’Leary  survives  her  husband  and  resides  in 
New  Brighton.  They  were  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Anna  M.,  secretary  to  C.  A.  Bruns  of  the 
East  Inda  Tea  Company;  Mae  V.,  now  Mrs.  John  A. 


Hurley,  a  resident  of  New  Brighton;  Helen  D., 
who  married  Charles  Stoffers,  and  whose  death  oc¬ 
curred  on  July  23,  1928;  and  James  A.,  of  this 
review. 

New  Brighton  was  the  native  town  of  James  A. 
O’Leary,  whose  birth  occurred  there  on  April  23, 
1889.  He  received  his  educational  training  at  St. 
Peter’s  Academy,  the  Augustinian  Academy,  and 
Westerleigh  Collegiate  Institute,  after  which,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  he  entered  the  business  world. 
Real  estate  and  insurance  activities  first  claimed  his 
attention,  he  purchasing  an  establishment  heretofore 
conducted  by  William  A.  Eadie,  of  Jersey  Street, 
New  Brighton.  For  three  years  he  managed  this 
business  with  appreciable  success,  but  in  1917  he 
became  associated  with  the  North  Shore  Ice  Com¬ 
pany,  which  had  been  founded  in  1914.  In  1920, 
under  Mr.  O’Leary’s  assistance,  a  reorganization  of 
this  concern  took  place,  with  the  result  that  he 
undertook  the  tasks  of  general  manager,  and  vice- 
president,  a  joint-responsibility  that  he  holds  at  the 
present  day.  Not  content  with  making  a  success  of 
this  enterprise  he  established,  in  1926,  a  similar  busi¬ 
ness  in  New  Dorp  called  the  East  Shore  Ice  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  also  became  manager.  B.  G.  Eadie, 
well  known  attorney,  is  president  of  both  organiza¬ 
tions;  E.  J.  Maloy,  insurance  broker,  is  vice-president 
of  the  North  Shore  Company,  and  secretary  of  the 
East  Shore  Company,  and  K.  P.  Emmons,  well 
known  in  local  financial  circles,  is  treasurer  of  both 
companies.  The  total  annual  output  of  these  two  ice 
plants  averages  more  than  thirty-six  thousand  tons 
and  is  increasing  steadily.  In  this  connection  it  is 
well  to  note  that  Mr.  O’Leary  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Refrigerating  Engineers. 

Further  evidence  of  Mr.  O’Leary’s  ability  as  a 
business  man  and  particularly  in  the  financial  field, 
is  manifested  in  his  connection  with  the  Progressive 
Savings  and  Loan  Association  of  Port  Richmond, 
wherein  he  serves  on  the  board  of  directors.  Having 
still  maintained  his  association  with  local  real  estate 
developments  and  interests,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Holmes  Realty  Company.  His  energy  and  support 
have  also  extended  to  affairs  of  civic,  political,  and 
fraternal  importance  on  Staten  Island.  His  aid  in 
the  maintenance  of  organizations  striving  to  advance 
the  public  welfare  is  constant;  and  fraternally,  he  is 
affiliated  with  Richmond  Council,  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  and  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Like  his  father,  he 
has  always  been  interested  in  political  events,  hav¬ 
ing  been  associated  with  the  local  Democratic  organ¬ 
ization  for  a  long  period,  and  only  last  year  entered 
the  Democratic  primary  as  a  nominee  for  State 
Senator.  The  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club  numbers  him 
among  its  members  and  his  religious  association  is 
with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

James  A.  O’Leary  married  on  June  11,  1913.  Mae 
C.  Flynn,  of  Port  Richmond,  daughter  of  John  J. 
and  Elizabeth  Flynn,  her  father  having  been  connected 
with  the  American  Linseed  Company.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  July  10,  1926,  his  wife  surviving  him.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  O’Leary  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
all  of  whom  attend  Notre  Dame  Convent  at  Grymes 
Hill.  They  are:  Betty,  born  December  28,  1916; 
Janet,  born  February  22,  1918,  and  James,  Jr.,  born 
December  8,  1922 

The  O’Leary  family  residence  is  located  at  No. 
771  Bard  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


SAMUEL  DANSKY — In  local  business  life  there 
is  no  more  enterprising  merchant  than  the  one  de¬ 
scribed  herein.  Mr.  Dansky  operates  a  thriving  mer- 
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cantile  establishment  at  No.  98  Richmond  Avenue, 
Port  Richmond,  besides  being  interested  in  a  lead¬ 
ing  sales  agency  of  this  borough.  He  came  to  Staten 
Island  in  1905  and  has  here  built  up  a  substantial 
commercial  concern  which  enjoys  the  patronage  of 
citizens  who  recognize  the  efficiency,  thorough  de¬ 
pendability,  and  absolute  integrity  of  his  organization. 

He  is  the  son  of  Morris  and  Gertrude  Dansky,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  June,  1880,  in  Vilna,  Russia, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  received  his  educa¬ 
tion.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  came  to  America. 
He  arrived  in  New  York  on  May  5,  1905,  and  located 
on  Staten  Island,  where  he  has  exhibited  the  same 
energetic  spirit  which  characterized  him  to  that  time. 
At  first  he  went  from  house  to  house  selling  mer¬ 
chandise,  in  which  occupation  he  continued  for  a  year. 
At  this  time  conditions  in  Russia  were  very  unsettled, 
so  he  sent  for  his  father  and  mother  to  come  here. 
They  arrived  in  1906,  and  lived  on  Staten  Island 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Dansky  and  his  father, 
who  had  been  a  successful  merchant  in  Russia,  opened 
a  modest  store  on  Richmond  Terrace,  opposite  a 
shipyard,  under  the  name,  M.  Dansky  &  Son.  Two 
years  later,  Samuel  Dansky  sold  his  interest  to  a 
younger  brother,  Anson,  and  established  a  new  store 
at  104  Richmond  Avenue.  He  continued  there  until 
he  took  over  his  present  location  at  No.  98  Rich¬ 
mond  Avenue,  where  he  has  carried  on  a  gents’  fur¬ 
nishings  and  shoe  store  of  the  highest  type.  Mr. 
Dansky’s  father  died  in  1909,  and  his  mother  passed 
away  in  1916,  both  being  buried  in  the  family  plot  at 
Baron  Hirsch  Cemetery.  They  were  devout  members 
of  Temple  Emanuel.  Their  children  were  Rose, 
Max,  Nathan,  Samuel,  of  this  review;  Anson,  and  a 
daughter  named  Lena  Bessie,  who  married  and  died 
in  Europe,  and  left  a  son,  Max.  Following  his 
mother’s  death  this  son  was  taken  to  another  town 
by  his  father  who  had  remarried.  The  boy  being 
devoted  to  his  grandparents,  was  allowed  by  his 
father  to  later  come  to  this  country,  and  was  formally 
adopted  at  the  age  of  ten  as  Max  Dansky.  He  at¬ 
tended  Public  School,  No.  20,  finishing  his  course 
in  two  years,  and  then  graduating  from  Curtis  High 
School,  from  which  he  proceeded  to  Strong’s  Prepara¬ 
tory  School,  and  then  to  Union  College,  Schenectady, 
where  he  prepared  for  the  Collegiate  School  of  Medi¬ 
cine.  In  1918,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army, 
and  served  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces 
in  France  for  eighteen  months  and  upon  his  return 
subsequently  graduated  from  the  medical  school  with 
high  honors.  He  served  as  interne  at  the  Jewish 
Hospital  and  then  took  an  extra  course  in  X-ray 
work. 

Samuel  Dansky,  our  subject,  also  interested  in  real 
estate,  has  other  activities,  being  organizer  of  the 
Nash  Staten  Island  Incorporated.  This  latter  enter¬ 
prise  which  leads  in  motor  sales  and  distribution,  was 
formed  by  Mr.  Dansky  and  Mr.  Matthews,  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  motor  sales  organization 
is  located  at  No.  419  Castleton  Avenue,  where  they 
conduct  a  modern  and  progressive  establishment,  and 
in  1927  they  broke  all  records  in  that  class  of  cars. 

In  Russia,  before  coming  here,  Mr.  Dansky  served 
for  three  years  and  eight  months  in  the  Russian 
Grenadiers  at  Moscow,  as  bodyguard  to  the  late 
Czar.  During  his  second  year  he  was  promoted  in 
rank  and  had  charge  of  tours  of  the  Czar’s  palace. 

Samuel  Dansky  married,  June  26,  1907,  Rose  Sager, 
born  in  Minsk,  Russia,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Leah 
Sager,  now  residents  of  New  York.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dansky  five  children  were  born:  x.  Max,  who  grad¬ 
uated  from  public  school  at  the  age  of  twelve  and  a 
half,  attended  Curtis  High  School,  and  later  Union 


College;  now  associated  in  business  with  his  father. 
2.  Miriam,  graduate  of  Public  School,  No.  20,  attended 
Curtis  High  School,  and  Nalett’s  Business  School, 
Port  Richmond;  she  is  talented  as  a  pianist.  3.  Celia, 
a  student  at  Curtis  High  School,  and  a  member  of 
Young  Judean  Club;  also  a  skilled  musician.  4. 
Albert,  a  student  at  Public  School,  No.  20;  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  and  an  alto  in  the  choir.  5. 
Harold,  who  is  three  years  old  (1930).  The  family 
previously  resided  at  Harrison  Avenue,  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  which  property  Mr.  Dansky  still  retains.  They 
built  their  present  home  in  September,  1924,  which 
is  located  at  No.  266  Sharpe  Avenue,  where  Mr. 
Dansky  finds  his  greatest  pleasure  with  his  family. 
He  is  fond  of  swimming,  and  is  a  member  of  several 
fraternal  lodges.  In  the  Masonic  Order  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree 
by  his  affiliation  with  the  Consistory  of  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  he  is  also  a  member  of  Mecca 
Temple  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  Brith  Abram.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with 
Temple  Emanuel. 


ALFRED  VINCENT  NORTON — Recognized 
as  one  of  the  prominent  attorneys  of  Richmond 
County,  Mr.  Norton  has  had  a  legal  experience 
covering  nearly  twenty-five  years,  both  as  a  defence 
attorney  and  as  a  prosecutor  in  association  with  the 
district  attorney’s  office.  The  family  from  which  he 
descends  was  of  Irish  origin,  its  early  members  hav¬ 
ing  settled  in  different  parts  of  New  York  State 
where  present  generations  can  be  found  at  this  time. 

Michael  Norton,  a  native  of  Roscommon  County, 
Ireland,  and  the  first  of  his  branch  of  the  family  in 
America,  came  here  about  1837  and  lived  for  seven¬ 
teen  years  in  Albany,  New  York,  where  he  married 
Honora  Kenny,  also  of  Irish  extraction.  From  Al¬ 
bany  they  removed  to  Brooklyn,  where  until  his 
death  he  was  engaged  in  the  cooperage  business. 

His  son,  John  J.  Norton,  was  one  of  five  children, 
born  at  Albany  on  September  1,  1844.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Brooklyn,  his 
parents  having  come  to  this  city  in  1854.  From  the 
time  John  Norton  left  school  until  1870  he  was 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  cooperage  business, 
and  from  that  year  until  1882  he  was  engaged  as  a 
merchant.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  given  a  posi¬ 
tion  at  his  trade  with  an  oil  company  in  Bayonne, 
New  Jersey,  and  in  order  to  be  near  his  work  he 
established  a  residence  on  Staten  Island.  Eight  years 
later,  however,  he  became  an  assistant  in  charge  of 
carpentry  work  on  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  for  the 
Department  of  Plant  and  Structures  of  New  York, 
a  position  he  held  until  his  retirement  in  1921. 

John  J.  Norton  married  on  January  31,  1872,  Julia 
A.  Ryan,  born  May  4,  1848,  the  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Julia  (Kelley)  Ryan,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came 
to  America  during  the  forepart  of  the  nineteenth 
century  and  located  in  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  J.  Norton  were  the  parents  of  three  sons: 
Frank  L.,  an  architect,  who  resides  at  No.  171  Daniel 
Low  Terrace,  New  Brighton;  John  S.,  engaged  as  a 
cotton  grower  in  Houston,  Texas;  and  Alfred  V., 
whose  review  is  described  more  fully  in  the  following 
lines.  Mrs.  John  J.  Norton  passed  away  March  20, 
1920. 

Alfred  V.  Norton  was  born  in  New  Brighton  on 
November  17,  1884.  Following  his  preparatory  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  local  public  schools  and  in  St.  Francis 
Xavier  High  School  in  New  York,  he  became  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  St.  Francis  Xavier  College,  completing  his 
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studies  with  honors,  in  the  class  of  1904,  and  being 
awarded  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  then 
enrolled  in  the  New  York  Law  School,  and  was 
graduated  in  June,  1906,  as  a  Doctor  of  Laws.  In 
November  of  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  became  associated 
with  the  prominent  Manhattan  law  firm  of  Phillip  J. 
Britt,  counsel  for  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange. 
After  conducting  a  private  practice  for  eight  years, 
during  which  time  he  was  counsel  for  both  Sheriff 
Collins  and  Sheriff  O’Grady  of  Richmond  County,  he 
was  appointed  assistant  district  attorney.  He  served 
in  this  office  from  1914  to  1922,  being  entrusted  with 
the  detailed  handling  of  all  appeal  cases  from  the 
higher  courts,  part  of  his  tenure  of  office  being  spent 
under  the  present  district  attorney  and  part  under  the 
late  Joseph  H.  Maloy,  who  became  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Special  Sessions.  In  the  latter  year  he  again 
took  up  his  legal  work  and  established  offices  in  the 
Hugot  Building,  St.  George,  where  he  is  now  actively 
engaged  in  general  law  proceedings,  specializing  in 
criminal  law. 

Aside  from  his  professional  duties  Mr.  Norton  has 
always  been  interested  in  civic  and  political  affairs  of 
the  Island.  He  served  for  twelve  years  as  secretary 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Richmond  County 
Democratic  Organization;  and  he  is  identified  with 
the  Royal  Arcanum;  and  Richmond  Council,  Knights 
of  Columbus,  having  held  the  post  of  Grand  Knight 
in  the  latter  organization  for  a  period  of  four  years. 
In  the  practice  of  his  calling  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Richmond  County  Bar  Association  and  the  New  York 
Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Norton  married  on  December  1,  1915.  at  West 
New  Brighton,  Anna  Sherran,  daughter  of  Edward 
B.  and  Mary  (Smith)  Sherran.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norton 
are  the  parents  of  four  sons  as  follows:  Alfred  V.,  Jr., 
born  December  10,  1916;  Bernard  S.,  born  May  10, 
1919;  J.  Smith,  born  July  23,  1922;  and  Robert,  born 
December  12,  1927. 

The  Norton  home  is  at  No.  401  Howard  Avenue, 
Grymes  Hill. 

ANTON  J.  NEUMANN — The  patient  and  sys¬ 
tematic  interest  and  care  that  must  of  necessity  be 
exercised  in  the  successful  managing  of  an  extensive 
floral  garden  is  most  often  developed  early  in  life 
and  proves  its  worth  in  later  days.  A  well-known 
citizen  and  floral  gardener  of  Great  Kills,  whose 
place  known  as  “Floral  Acre  Gardens”  is  one  of  the 
best  appointed  and  most  colorful  in  Richmond  Bor¬ 
ough,  is  Anton  J.  Neumann,  who  early  in  life  took 
a  fond  and  patient  interest  in  flowers  and  in  the  study 
of  their  proper  growth  and  development.  His  gardens 
are  chiefly  known  for  their  dahlias,  delphiniums  and 
chrysanthemums,  though  flowers  of  every  variety 
known  to  this  climate  are  grown  there. 

Anton  J.  Neumann  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  November  29,  1878,  his  parents,  Anton  J.  and 
Henrietta  (Backer)  Neumann.  He  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  Public  School,  No.  10,  the  Boys  High 
School,  and  also  spent  three  years  at  the  Emanuel 
Training  High  School,  there  taking  up  electro¬ 
chemistry. 

At  an  early  age  he  began  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  cultivation  of  flowers  so  it  was  not  surprising 
that  he  should  come  to  Staten  Island’s  open  spaces 
to  pursue  life  here  as  a  floral  gardener.  Great  Kills 
becoming  the  town  in  which  he  settled.  Mr.  Neu¬ 
mann  began  an  establishment  of  his  own  which  he 
properly  named  “Floral  Acre  Gardens,”  and  which 
today  is  spoken  of,  and  not  without  distinction,  as 
“A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven.” 


The  floral  garden  managed  by  Mr.  Neumann  pros¬ 
pered  greatly  under  his  care  and  expert  training  so 
that  with  the  coming  of  time  not  only  were  Staten 
Island  residents  and  those  of  nearby  New  Jersey  and 
New  York  his  patrons  but  also  inhabitants  of  other 
eastern  parts  of  the  country.  The  raising  of  dahlias, 
in  particular,  appealed  to  him  and  as  a  consequence 
a  large  share  of  the  farm  is  devoted  to  dahlia-raising 
in  season.  Among  the  varieties  of  this  flower  are 
many  of  his  own  originations  including  the  Grace 
M.  Lynch,  which  proved  to  be  Staten  Island’s  first 
origination  to  win  a  certificate  of  merit  at  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Dahlia  Soicety  Trial  Grounds  at  Storrs,  Con¬ 
necticut.  It  is  a  flower  with  a  wide  color  range. 
Among  his  other  varieties  are:  the  Helen  Briemer, 
Richmond’s  Flecked  Beauty,  and  Richmond’s  King. 
More  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  other  kinds  are  also 
cultivated  by  him.  In  the  raising  of  these  flowers  Mr. 
Neumann  discarded  hundreds  of  dahlias  and  retained 
only  the  best  of  the  older  varieties. 

Visitors  are  always  cordially  welcomed  at  “Floral 
Acre  Gardens,”  where  flower  lovers  will  notice  that 
Mr.  Neumann  has  made  a  careful  study  of  green 
plants  and  is  a  horticulturist  of  expert  training  and 
knowledge.  His  residence  and  grounds  are  located 
at  No.  4117  Amboy  Road,  Great  Kills. 

Besides  being  interested  in  horticulture,  Mr.  Neu¬ 
mann  has  taken  time  to  aid  community  work  and  civic 
affairs  in  the  town  in  which  he  resides,  and  in  Staten 
Island  as  a  whole  of  which  he  is  an  ardent  admirer. 
He  has  given  generously  to  charitable  enterprises  and 
drives  which  command  the  attention  of  the  worth¬ 
while  citizen.  Another  interesting  attainment  is  his 
knowledge  of  every  section  of  the  Greater  City  of  New 
York  over  which  he  traveled  in  his  position  with  the 
city.  It  suffices  to  say  that  he  knows  the  districts 
of  the  metropolis  about  as  well  as  any  man  living. 

On  August  7,  1902,  Mr.  Neumann  married  Sarah 
J.  Hyer,  daughter  of  Oscar  and  Mary  Hyer,  of 
Brooklyn,  New  York. 


WILLIAM  ASBURY  BENNING— With  the 
welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens  ever  in  mind,  William 
Asbury  Benning  is  one  of  Staten  Island’s  native  sons 
who  has  ever  exerted  a  strong  influence  in  the  life 
of  this  community  through  his  activities  in  civic, 
religious,  and  political  affairs  which  have  gained  for 
him  a  reputation  as  a  public-spirited  citizen, .  imbued 
with  the  development  and  progress  of  his  birthplace 
and  at  the  same  time,  tolerant  and  considerate  of 
all  new  ideas.  Mr.  Benning  possesses  strong  reli¬ 
gious  views  and  is  an  ardent  worker  in  all  church 
matters,  having  the  distinction  of  haying  attended 
the  same  church  since  1872.  He  realizes  the  need 
of  present  day  youth  for  more  of  the  old-time  religion 
in  order  to  combat  the  prevailing  waves  of  agnosticism 
and  general  indifference  and  he  uses  every  effort,  as 
a  God-fearing  man,  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  his 
fellowmen  the  peace  and  satisfaction  which  is  the 
inevitable  reward  of  those  who  acknowledge  their 
dependence  on  divine  guidance. 

Mr.  Benning  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  January 
4,  1865,  son  of  John  D.  Benning,  who  was  born  in 
the  Duchy  of  Oldenburgh,  Germany,  February  11, 
1836,  and  Anna  Benning,  born  in  Germany,  in  the 
city  of  Hanover,  June  10,  1835.  John  D.  Benning 
was  the  son  of  John  Henry  and  Julia  Elizabeth 
Benning,  his  father  being  an  intrepid  seaman  in  the 
old  days  of  sailing  vessels.  John  D.  Benning  went 
to  sea  with  his  father  as  a  mess-boy  serving  the  cap¬ 
tain,  and  he  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1853.  Settling 
here,  he  became  a  lard  oil  refiner  for  the  W.  J. 
Wilcox  Company  on  Vesey  and  Greenwich  streets, 
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and  after  resigning  this  position,  served  as  school  tax 
collector  in  Annadale.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  Holy  Comforter  where  he 
held  the  office  of  senior  warden ;  an  intensely  religious 
man,  he  was  a  great  force  for  good  in  this  section. 
His  death  occurred  in  1900  and  his  wife  died  in 
April,  1907.  John  D.  and  Anna  Benning  were  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  William  Asbury,  of  this 
record.  2.  Julia  H.,  married  Theodore  De  Groff, 
who  was  born  February  12,  1867,  in  Annadale.  3. 
John  Henry,  born  in  New  York  City,  December  31, 
1868,  who  married  Hermine  Mather;  their  children 
are:  Anna  Elizabeth,  a  teacher  in  Curtis  High  School; 
and  John  Henry,  Jr.,  who  married  on  November  21, 
1925,  Emma  Fenton,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Emma.  He  is  in  the  garage  business  on  Staten  Island. 

William  Asbury  Benning  was  educated  in  Public 
School,  No.  2  at  Westfield,  and  upon  the  completion 
of  his  formal  education,  started  upon  his  business 
career  by  accepting  a  position  with  H.  K.  and  F.  B. 
Thurber,  wholesale  grocers  of  New  York  City.  After 
one  year  spent  in  that  connection,  he  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Manufacturing 
Company  on  Staten  Island  and  was  associated  with 
that  famous  concern  from  1883  until  1885  when  he 
decided  to  study  marine  engineering.  Accordingly  he 
became  attached  to  the  firm  of  Alexander  Reed  Com¬ 
pany,  at  No.  165  Charles  Street,  New  York  City, 
w'here  he  served  first  as  an  apprentice  and  advanced 
steadily  while  in  their  employ,  resigning  in  1903.  In 
that  year  Mr.  Benning  branched  out  independently 
and  established  his  own  millwright  business  maintain¬ 
ing  his  office  at  his  home  on  Annadale  Road,  while 
most  of  his  operations  were  confined  to  New  York 
City.  In  1905  he  became  connected  with  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company  as  master  ma¬ 
chinist  in  their  Clifton  shops,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  continued  in  that  capacity,  advancing  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  one  of  the  foremost  experts  in  this  line  of 
endeavor,  having  a  thorough  knowledge  of  locomo¬ 
tive  construction.  In  civic  affairs,  Mr.  Benning  gives 
his  support  and  aid  to  every  campaign  or  project 
which  tends  to  promote  the  public  well-being  or 
municipal  development.  In  fraternal  circles,  he  is  a 
popular  member  of  Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  381,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Tottenville,  having  been  a 
member  of  this  order  since  I9i5>  and  chaplain  of 
his  lodge  since  1917.  In  politics,  he  is  an  ardent 
member  of  the  Republican  party  although  he  has 
never  allowed  party  interests  to  exclude  his  public- 
spirited  interest,  believing  always  that  the  best  man, 
regardless  of  political  affiliation,  should  be  elected. 
In  the  religious  life  of  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Benning 
is  particularly  prominent,  being  a  leader  in  the  activ¬ 
ities  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Holy  Com¬ 
forter,  at  Eltingville,  where  he  has  also  served  as 
senior  warden  since  1900,  succeeding  his  father  in 
this  responsible  office.  Mr.  Benning  has  been  a  com¬ 
municant  of  this  church  since  1872,  and  at  present  is 
superintendent  of  its  Sunday  school.  A  devout  Chris¬ 
tian,  he  is  charitable  and  tolerant  in  all  his.  views 
concerning  other  religious  bodies,  never  knowing  the 
meaning  of  prejudice  or  bigotry.  Mr.  Benning  resides 
at  No.  932  Annadale  Road,  Annadale. 


WILLIAM  J.  FINLEY— A  life  resident  of  Staten 
Island  who  held  the  position  of  chief  clerk  of  the 
Surrogate’s  Court  for  three  decades,  the  late  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Finley  succeeded  in  giving  Richmond  County 
efficient  and  intelligent  public  service  of  the  highest 
type.  During  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  he 
resided  in  Stapleton,  the  village  in  which  he  was 
born,  educated  and  reared  to  manhood. 


The  Finley  family  is  of  Irish  extraction,  having 
been  represented  for  generations  in  Ireland.  It  was 
there  that  William  J.  Finley’s  father,  Michael  Fin¬ 
ley,  the  first  member  of  this  branch  of  the  family 
to  come  to  America,  was  born  and  received  his  edu¬ 
cation.  He  married  Margaret  Connell,  and  they  sub¬ 
sequently  left  their  native  land  to  establish  a  home 
of  their  own  in  the  United  States.  Coming  to  Staten 
Island  prior  to  1850,  they  located  in  Clifton,  where 
Mr.  Finley  became  manager  of  a  livery  prop¬ 
erties,  owned  by  John  Scott.  Here  he  remained  for 
many  years,  a  well-respected  citizen  and  neighbor. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the  family  plot 
in  St.  Mary’s  Cemetery. 

Michael  and  Margaret  (Connell)  Finley  were  the 
parents  of  four  children:  John  and  Margaret,  now 
deceased;  Michael,  a  resident  of  Qifton;  and  Wil¬ 
liam  J.,  of  this  review,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Stapleton,  on  October  19,  1854. 

William  J.  Finley  acquired  his  education  at  the 
old  Broad  Street  School,  and  early  succeeded  in  gain¬ 
ing  a  sound  and  practical  knowledge  of  business. 
After  completing  his  schooling  he  became  employed 
as  a  clerk  by  the  firm  of  Armstrong  and  Frost,  a 
position  held  by  him  prior  to  the  beginning  of  his 
career  as  a  public  servant. 

Though  a  very  young  man  at  the  time,  Mr.  Finley 
had  shown  a  fitness  and  willingness  in  his  work  that 
augured  well  for  his  future.  The  first  public  office 
he  held  was  that  of  town  auditor  of  the  town  of 
Southfield,  to  which  he  was  elected  for  two  terms. 
So  well  did  his  work  progress  that  for  three  suc¬ 
cessive  years,  1878,  1879,  and  1880,  he  performed  the 
duties  of  tax  collector  for  the  same  town,  thus  fill¬ 
ing  another  elective  office.  Then,  on  January  1,  1882, 
the  Hon.  Stephen  D.  Stephens,  County  Judge  and 
Surrogate,  appointed  him  clerk  in  the  Surrogate’s 
Court.  He  was  reappointed  by  Judge  Sydney  F. 
Rawson  on  January  1,  1888,  and  subsequently  re¬ 
ceived  another  reappointment  from  Judge  J.  Harry 
Tiernan.  An  expert  in  Surrogate  affairs,  a  conscien¬ 
tious  worker,  and  a  man  blessed  with  unlimited 
resources  and  energy,  he  rendered  a  splendid  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  people  of  Richmond  County.  Chief  among 
his  attributes  was  his  painstaking  care  in  keeping 
official  papers  and  records  in  excellent  condition  and 
available  for  instant  examination.  Altogether,  he 
served  in  the  Surrogate’s  Court  for  forty-three  years, 
thirty  of  these  years  as  chief  clerk,  this  post  hav¬ 
ing  been  tendered  him  as  a  result  of  a  unanimous 
Republican  and  Democratic  endorsement. 

Mr.  Finley  continued  in  his  duties  to  March,  1925, 
when  ill  health  necessitated  his  retirement  from  pub¬ 
lic  life.  For  some  months  previous  to  this  time  he 
had  courageously  carried  on  the  work  of  his  office 
though  suffering  from  bodily  ills  that  had  sapped  his 
vitality.  Without  doubt  one  of  the  most  significant 
compliments  to  his  efficiency  and  integrity  was  paid 
him  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  by  Judge  Tiernan. 
The  latter  wrote  in  part:  “In  the  more  than  forty 
years  that  you  have  been  attached  to  this  court  you 
have  made  a  record  for  efficiency,  courtesy  and 
capability  that  will  never  be  exceeded.  Every  attor¬ 
ney  practicing  in  this  county  at  some  time  or  other 
in  his  professional  career,  has  received  the  benefit  of 
your  experience  and  profited  by  the  advice  which  you 
have  given  him.” 

Judge  Tiernan  then  went  on  to  commend  the  con¬ 
sistency  with  which  Chief  Clerk  Finley  attended  to 
his  affairs  and  to  thank  him  personally  for  the  advice 
he  had  rendered.  He  said:  “The  advice  which  I 
then  received  from  you  contributed  greatly  to  what¬ 
ever  qualifications  I  now  possess  as  Surrogate,  and 
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the  relationship  that  has  existed  between  us  in  the 
more  than  thirteen  years  of  our  official  life  will  be 
cherished  by  me  as  the  most  pleasant  of  mv  whole 
career.” 

Following  his  retirement  Mr.  Finley  lived  at  home 
for  nearly  a  year  and  a  half,  his  death  occurring 
August  30,  1926.  Friends  and  personages  prominent 
in  judicial,  civic,  and  political  circles  throughout  the 
county  attended  his  funeral  which  was  held  from  St. 
Mary’s  Church,  Rosebank.  Interment  was  in  the 
Moravian  Cemetery. 

In  addition  to  his  position  as  chief  clerk  of  the 
Surrogate’s  Court,  Mr.  Finley  took  a  keen  and 
unflagging  interest  in  affairs,  particularly  those  of  a 
civic  and  political  nature.  He  was  especially  inter¬ 
ested  in  local  civic  welfare  movements  and  in  politics, 
being  a  staunch  Jeffersonian  Democrat  and  a  zealous 
party  worker.  Notwithstanding  his  many  activities 
he  gave  a  full  measure  of  love  and  devotion  to  his 
family  and  manifested  a  warm-felt  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  children. 

His  marriage  took  place  on  November  29,  1883, 
to  Eleanor  S.  Young,  of  Richmond,  daughter  of 
John  L.  and  Susan  (Harrington)  Young,  both  of 
whom  had  long  been  residents  of  Staten  Island. 

John  L.  Young  was  born  in  London,  England,  in 
1818,  acquired  his  education  there  and  began  work 
as  an  expert  coach  finisher.  After  determining  to 
come  to  America  he  set  sail  and  almost  immediately 
after  arriving,  here,  obtained  a  situation  in  Rah¬ 
way,  New  Jersey,  a  town  which  was  then  the 
center  of  the  carriage  industry.  For  a  full  seven¬ 
teen  years  he  remained  in  one  factory  and  in  1869 
removed  to  Staten  Island.  He  entered  the  employ  of 
Marsh  and  Nolan,  was  successful  in  his  work  and 
became  a  respected  citizen.  In  the  year  1881  he  was 
elected  a  justice,  holding  this  post  for  eight  years 
and  also  served  as  district  clerk  and  trustee  of  Rich¬ 
mond  School  for  eighteen  years.  His  marriage  oc¬ 
curred  in  1838,  with  Emma  Harris,  daughter  of  the 
famous  aeronaut,  Thomas  Harris.  She  died  in  Rah¬ 
way,  in  1856,  and  was  buried  on  the  anniversary  of 
her  marriage.  In  1858  Mr.  Young  married  (second) 
Susan  Harrington  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
Mrs.  Finley.  Two  daughters  born  by  the  first  union, 
were:  Mrs.  George  Hatfield  of  Rahway,  and  Mrs. 
George  Lewis  of  Jersey  City. 

William  J.  and  Eleanor  S.  (Young)  Finley  became 
the  parents  of  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  natives 
of  Staten  Island.  They  are:  1.  Susan  M.,  born 
November  18,  1886,  was  graduated  from  Wester- 
leigh  Collegiate  Institute  and  Mount  Holyoke  Col¬ 
lege;  married  Clarence  C.  Brinley  of  Staten  Island 
and  they  now  reside  in  Lansdowne,  Pennsylvania. 
Their  children  are:  Eleanor,  Marie,  Russell,  and 
Finley.  2.  Margaret,  born  March  29,  1889,  died 
January  17,  1898.  3.  Eleanor,  born  June  19,  1892, 
was  graduated  from  Public  School  No.  30,  Curtis 
High  School,  and  The  Hunter  School.  She  became 
the  wife  of  F.  J.  Cotton,  of  Astoria,  Long  Island, 
and  they  now  live  in  Dallas,  Texas.  They  have  two 
daughters,  Agnes  M.  and  Jean  M.  4.  Agnes  S.,  born 
July  19,  1899,  was  graduated  from  Public  School  No. 
30,  and  Curtis  High  School.  She  married  John 
Richardson  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  they  have 
two  daughters,  Marjorie,  and  Edith  J. 

Mrs:  William  J.  Finley,  who  survives  her  husband, 
resides  at  No.  36  Walbrooke  Avenue,  West  New 
Brighton. 

EDWARD  REUFER  MATTHIUS— Of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Staten  Island  who  have  earned  respect  and 
admiration  and  have  risen  to  positions  of  trust  and 


confidence  in  business  circles  here,  perhaps  few  are 
better  regarded  than  Edward  R.  Matthius,  super¬ 
visor  and  general  manager  of  Edmond  Schaefer  Com¬ 
pany  of  Stapleton. 

Mr.  Matthius  was  born  September  14,  1881,  in 
Columbia  Street,  now  Clove  Road,  in  the  then  village 
of  West  New  Brighton.  His  education  was  acquired 
at  St.  John’s  Parochial  School  and  at  the  old  Curtis 
Public  School,  now  known  as  Public  School,  No.  19. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  obtained  a  situation  in  the 
cutting  department  of  Louis  Ettlinger  and  Son’s 
Company,  at  Graniteville,  manufacturers  of  jewelry 
boxes.  Three  years  later  he  began  work  as  a  book¬ 
keeper  in  the  New  York  office  of  the  same  company 
at  a  salary  of  nineteen  dollars  per  week.  This  employ¬ 
ment  he  believed  had  no  promise  of  future  advance¬ 
ment  for  him,  so  he  returned  to  Staten  Island  and 
soon  became  an  assistant  to  Edmund  Schaefer,  the 
well-known  mortician.  This  enterprise  had  been  or¬ 
ganized  in  1895  and  is  located  in  the  Schaefer  block 
on  Bay  Street. 

In  the  latter  calling,  like  many  others,  real  experi¬ 
ence  and  a  firm  knowledge  of  the  processes  involved 
in  its  everyday  routine  were  necessary  for  advance¬ 
ment,  so  with  this  thought  in  mind  the  youth  entered 
the  Renouard  Training  School  for  Embalmers,  the 
oldest  school  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  In  1905  he 
graduated  from  this  institution  and  then  returned  to 
the  Schaefer  company  where  he  quickly  gained  a 
complete  knowledge  of  the  business  over  which  he 
now  has  charge.  They  have  recently  built  an  up-to- 
date  funeral  chapel,  and  despite  the  fact  that  he  is 
the  manager  of  the  establishment  and  the  business 
is  a  large  one,  Mr.  Matthius  still  personally  attends 
to  much  of  the  professional  work  of  the  firm.  He 
received  his  State  diploma  November  26,  1919,  and 
also  holds  a  health  department  permit  from  the  city 
of  New  York. 

He  is  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Lutheran  Church 
in  Port  Richmond  and  active  in  its  work.  With 
the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  in 
Stapleton  he  is  also  associated.  During  the  World 
War,  as  a  private  citizen,  he  aided  his  country  to 
the  best  of  his  ability  and  in  1918,  during  the  epide¬ 
mic  of  influenza  which  swept  tbe  island  and  the 
country  as  well,  he  was  called  upon  to  render  profes¬ 
sional  services  in  many  places.  A  number  of  years 
ago  at  the  time  of  the  ship  “Slocum”  disaster  in 
which  nearly  twelve  hundred  persons  perished,  he 
went  to  the  old  city  morgue  at  Twenty-sixth  Street 
and  East  River,  where  he  and  others  cooperated  in 
the  preparation  and  burial  of  numerous  remains. 

Mr.  Matthius  married  on  June  21,  1909,  Margaret 
Penaat,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mina  (Baumhomer) 
Penaat.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Matthius  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  but  upon  coming  to  this  country  chose  Port 
Richmond  as  his  home  town.  He  was  a  man  imbued 
with  all  the  staunch  qualities  typical  of  the  person 
to  whom  the  love  of  home  and  family  is  uppermost. 
Four  married  sisters  of  Mrs.  Matthius  now  live  on 
Staten  Island. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthius  one  child  was  born, 
Dorothy  Louise,  who  was  an  honor  student  at  Curtis 
High  School,  class  of  1929,  and  a  graduate  of  Pack¬ 
ard  Business  School.  The  early  history  of  the  Mat¬ 
thius  family  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 


JOHN  LA  FORGE — The  record  given  in  this 
review  is  that  of  a  man  who  during  his  lifetime  was 
highly  respected,  both  as  a  citizen  and  as  an  asso¬ 
ciate  with  one  of  our  community’s  oldest  industrial 
establishments.  He  was  also  representative  of  old 
pioneer  stock,  members  of  which  since  early  settle- 
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ment  days  have  given  good  account  of  themselves  in 
various  phases  of  our  island’s  progress.  There  are 
many  records  of  the  La  Forge  family  found  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Church  in  old  Richmond,  while  others  were 
filed  at  a  later  period  at  the  Moravian  Church  at 
New  Dorp  and  at  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  West 
New  Brighton.  The  family  was  of  Huguenot  origin, 
but  in  their  marriages  they  merged  with  the  Dutch 
and  the  English,  and  in  one  instance  a  marriage  was 
contracted  with  a  descendant  of  Governor  Dongan, 
of  famous  Irish  lineage.  They  followed  the  usual 
occupations  of  farming,  boating  and  fishing,  and  other 
local  pursuits  of  their  times.  Some  of  the  references 
for  this  narrative  were  gleaned  from  the  genealogical 
record  possessed  by  Miss  Dorcas  Martineau. 

Taking  up  the  ancestral  line  of  John  La  Forge, 
we  go  back  to  the  year  1676,  when  the  name  La 
Forge  appears  on  the  Assessment  Roll  of  Bushwick, 
Long  Island.  Among  those  who  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  in  King’s  County  in  1687  was  one  Adrian 
La  Forge,  who  had  then  been  in  America  for  fifteen 
years.  He  appears  to  have  removed  to  Staten  Island 
in  the  year  of  1738,  as  indicated  by  his  purchase  of 
land  here. 

David  La  Forge,  a  probable  son  or  grandson  of 
Adrian  La  Forge,  was  born  about  1718.  He  married 
January  3,  1745,  name  of  wife  being  Mary.  Her 
birth  occurred  on  January  12,  1723.  To  this  union 
were  born  seven  children:  Sarah,  born  February  23, 
1746;  David,  born  October  9,  1748,  died  in  1840; 
Jacob,  born  February  27,  1751;  John,  born  March 
19,  1 753 ;  Peter,  of  whom  further;  Mary,  born  April 
5,  1758,  died  February  5,  1834;  and  Benjamin,  born 
October  22,  1760,  died  December  30,  1797.  Sarah, 
Jacob,  and  John,  died  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  date  of  death  of  the  elder  David  La  Forge  is 
unknown.  His  wife’s  death  occurred  October  31,  1760. 

Peter  La  Forge,  son  of  David  and  Mary  La  Forge, 
and  grandfather  of  John  La  Forge,  was  born  October 
28,  1756.  He  married  Martha  Webb,  born  October 
25.  1763.  Children  born  to  this  union  were:  David, 
of  whom  further;  Dorcas,  born  June  22,  1783,  died 
March  26,  1842;  John,  born  August  5,  1785,  died 
August  12,  1831;  Peter,  born  February  14,  1787, 
died  February  24,  1845;  and  Jacob,  born  in  1789,  died 
April  7,  1856.  Peter  La  Forge,  the  elder,  passed 
away  April  27,  1837,  in  his  eighty-first  year,  surviving 
his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  January  29,  1813. 
Both  were  buried  in  St.  Andrew’s  churchyard  where 
many  of  the  La  Forge  family  records  are  to  be  found. 

David  La  Forge,  son  of  Peter  and  Martha  (Webb) 
La  Forge,  was  born  March  7,  1781.  He  married 
Gertrude  Martling,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(de  Groot)  Martling,  the  ceremony  taking  place  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Church,  February  17,  1802.  They  had  four 
children:  Peter,  born  January  11,  1803,  date  of  death 
unknown;  John,  our  subject;  Martha  Ann,  born 
October  19,  1807,  died  November  25,  1836;  and  Garret 
M.,  born  September  15,  1809,  died  May  2,  1891. 
David  La  Forge,  the  father  of  these  children,  died 
April  3,  1813  and  his  widow,  Gertrude,  married  a 
second  time,  in  the  same  church,  on  April  13,  1816, 
John  La  Forge,  a  brother  of  David,  her  first  hus¬ 
band.  This  John  La  Forge  died  August  12,  1831,  with¬ 
out  issue. 

John  La  Forge,  son  of  David  and  Gertrude  (Mart¬ 
ling)  La  Forge,  was  born  December  28,  1805.  The 
local  district  schools  of  Castleton  gave  him  a  training 
and  endowed  him  with  an  aptitude  for  conscientious 
application  to  duty  that  fitted  him  for  later  life.  In 
early  manhood  he  became  employed  by  the  old  Staten 
Island  Dyeing  Establishment  and  by  dint  of  earnest 


labor  he  gradually  raised  himself  to  the  post  of  super¬ 
intendent  of  this  plant,  which  position  he  held  until 
several  years  before  his  death.  The  plant  was  founded 
in  1819  as  the  Staten  Island  Dyeing  and  Printing 
Establishment  and  from  that  year  on  he  virtually  grew 
up  with  its  increasing  prosperity.  During  these  years 
Mr.  La  Forge  was  in  constant  association  with  Colo¬ 
nel  Nathan  Barrett,  who  had  been  connected  with 
the  company  since  its  beginning.  The  latter  organ¬ 
ized  Barrett,  Nephews  and  Company  and  established 
a  factory  on  Cherry  Lane,  near  Forest  Avenue,  on  the 
outskirts  of  Port  Richmond,  in  1851. 

In  his  fraternal  associations  Mr.  La  Forge  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  By  religious  persuasion  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  the  As¬ 
cension  in  West  New  Brighton.  His  political  affilia¬ 
tion  was  with  the  Democratic  party  and  in  this  con¬ 
nection  he  was  by  nature  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat. 
Civic,  patriotic  and  charitable  causes  commanded  a 
large  share  of  his  attention  and  interest.  As  a  trustee 
of  the  village  of  Castleton  he  served  faithfully  and 
energetically  for  some  years.  A  man  of  intelligence, 
refinement,  and  pleasing  personality  his  value  to  the 
community-at-large  and  to  his  family  was  one  of 
considerable  worth,  and  stability.  He  resided  on 
Broadway  near  Castleton  Avenue,  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton.  His  death  occurred  September  2,  1875. 

The  marriage  of  John  La  Forge  took  place  in  the 
Moravian  Church  at  New  Dorp,  on  October  11,  1826, 
to  Cornelia  Simonson,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy 
Simonson  of  old  Staten  Island  families,  the  ceremony 
performed  by  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Hartman.  They  had 
the  following  children:  David,  Gertrude,  Martha, 
John,  married  Susan  Fountain;  Sarah,  married  Isaac 
A.  Lee;  Emily,  married  Edward  F.  Morris;  and 
Mary. 

Following  the  death  of  Cornelia  (Simonson)  La 
Forge,  John  La  Forge  married  a  second  time,  in  the 
winter  of  1853,  Sarah  S.  Young,  daughter  of  James 
and  Sarah  (Swann)  Young.  The  marriage  was  per¬ 
formed  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  Brownlee.  To  this 
union  a  daughter,  Martha  Ann,  was  born,  and  she 
married  William  Robinson,  (q.  v.). 


WILLIAM  ROBINSON  was  the  son  of  James 
R.  and  Sarah  (Davis)  Robinson,  of  Clifton.  The 
elder  Robinson  was  born  in  Manhattan,  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  who  for  years  was  resident  in  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  later  in  New  York.  There  were  others 
of  its  members  who  also  resided  permanently  on  the 
island. 

James  R.  Robinson,  father  of  William,  received  his 
education  in  New  York  City  schools  after  which  he 
came  to  Staten  Island  as  a  youth.  A  few  years  later 
he  entered  the  building  business  and  remained  thus 
occupied  during  practically  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Erecting  a  shop  in  Clifton,  he  employed  a  large  force 
of  men  and  engaged  in  the  building  of  homes  and  in 
other  types  of  construction  work  throughout  the 
island.  In  addition  to  his  business  affairs  he  was 
prominent  as  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order;  and 
he  was  also  prominent  in  the  public  life  of  the  county. 
He  served  for  two  terms  as  treasurer  of  Richmond 
County,  the  registery  of  1882  so  listing  him;  and  at 
one  time  he  was  trustee  of  the  village  of  Edgewater. 
The  Robinson  Hose  Company,  an  especially  active 
volunteer  organization  in  Stapleton,  was  named  in  his 
honor. 

Mr.  Robinson,  as  a  public  servant,  was  conscien¬ 
tious  and  farseeing.  His  duties  as  treasurer  of  the 
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county  involved  no  small  amount  of  hard  work  and 
patience,  which  together  with  the  consideration  and 
courtesy  he  displayed  in  office  stamped  him  as  an 
exemplary  citizen. 

James  R.  Robinson  married  in  1845,  Sarah  Davis, 
of  an  old  Staten  Island  family.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  sons  among  whom  was  William,  of  pres¬ 
ent  interest.  He  was  born  September  29,  1851.  His 
mother  died  a  few  months  after  his  birth,  and  she 
was  buried  in  the  Ascension  Church  burial  ground, 
West  New  Brighton. 

As  a  boy  William  Robinson  attended  the  private 
school  of  Professor  Sinclair,  located  in  Stapleton,  and 
it  was  here  that  he  obtained  an  especially  fine  and 
thorough  educational  training  that  fitted  him  for  the 
business  life  he  was  about  to  pursue.  His  first  posi¬ 
tion  was  with  the  Columbia  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  in  New  York,  where  he  remained  until  the  firm 
retired  from  business.  Subsequently  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Caledonian  and  North  British  Fire 
Insurance  Company  and  was  connected  with  this 
establishment  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Real  estate 
operations  on  Staten  Island  also  occupied  a  fair  share 
of  his  time;  in  this  pursuit  his  careful  study  of  con¬ 
ditions  together  with  his  estimate  of  future  realty 
values  greatly  aided  his  success.  He  was  a  man  of 
refinement  and  intellect  and  keenly  alive  to  all  mat- 
ters  of  public  moment.  His  friendships,  both  in  this 
borough  and  elsewhere,  were  numerous  and  of  long 
standing. 

On  January  24,  1877,  William  Robinson  married 
Martha  Ann  La  Forge,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
S.  (Young)  La  Forge,  the  ceremony  having  been 
performed  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Green,  pastor  of  the  Cal¬ 
vary  Presbyterian  Church.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Staten 
Island,  and  they  were  graduated  from  Staten  Island 
Academy  as  part  of  their  educational  training.  They 
were:  1.  Sarah  G.,  the  eldest,  who  married  Charles 
Henderson;  they  have  four  sons,  all  born  in  Staten 
Island,  whose  names  are:  Charles,  Jr.,  James  W., 
Robert  M.,  and  Donald  La  Forge.  They  reside  in 
Lansdowne,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Aimee  V.,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  3.  Winslow  D.,  who  after  being  graduated 
from  Staten  Island  Academy,  became  a  student  of 
engineering  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
where  he  received  his  degree  in  1909.  He  married 
Florence  K.  Newell,  of  West  Newton,  near  Boston, 
Massachusetts  and  they  reside  in  Newton  Highlands 
in  that  State.  Four  children  were  born  to  them: 
Robert  W.,  Eunice,  Lyman  N.,  and  John  La  Forge. 
4.  Eileen  L.,  who  became  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  J.  Russell;  they  have  seven  children:  Eileen, 
Mary  La  Forge,  Martha  A.,  Edward  J.,  Jr.,  Faith 
H.,  W.  Henry,  and  James  W.  They  live  in  Oxford, 
Pennsylvania. 

William  Robinson  died  December  14,  1918,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery. 


H.  TREADWELL  STEERS — For  nearly  one 
hundred  years  the  name  Steers  has  been  represented 
on  Staten  Island  and  here  three  successive  genera¬ 
tions  of  that  family  have  been  engaged  as  prominent 
funeral  directors.  The  original  establishment,  founded 
in  1842  by  John  Steers  the  first  representative,  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  oldest  of  its  kind  in  Rich¬ 
mond  County.  Today  (1930)  this  successful  busi¬ 
ness,  known  as  Steers  and  Steers  is  being  conducted 
by  H.  Treadwell  and  his  brother,  John  Lawrence 
Steers,  with  offices  at  1781  Richmond  Terrace,  West 
New  Brighton. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was  the 
above-mentioned  John  Steers,  who  was  born  in  County 


Kent,  England,  in  1821.  He  was  a  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Winifred  (Cross)  Steers,  both  natives  of  Eng¬ 
land,  parents  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Leav¬ 
ing  his  native  land  with  his  parents  on  February  3, 
1835,  aboard  a  sailing  vessel,  he  arrived  in  New 
York  on  March  17  after  spending  forty-two  days  in 
crossing  the  Atlantic.  For  five  years  he  was  engaged 
as  a  cabinet-maker  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  after 
which,  in  1842  he  came  to  Staten  Island  and  took  up 
residence  in  West  New  Brighton.  Here  he  continued 
his  trade  and  in  conjunction  with  it  established  an 
undertaking  business  under  his  own  name.  Among 
his  early  burials  was  one  conducted  from  Sailors’ 
Snug  Harbor  on  May  20,  1843;  and  the  splendidly 
built  cherry  wood  casket  used  for  the  interment,  which 
cost  the  munificent  sum  of  $5.00  in  those  days  was 
a  product  of  his  own  skill.  He  took  great  pride  and 
seriousness  in  this  work,  and  for  many  years  he  built 
caskets  of  various  types  used  in  his  business,  and  was 
regarded  as  a  pioneer  in  such  craftsmanship.  As  time 
went  on  Mr.  Steers  gave  up  the  trade  of  cabinet¬ 
making  and  devoted  his  entire  time  to  his  ever- 
increasing  enterprise.  He  was  very  charitable  and 
always  ready  to  aid  worthy  causes,  but  never  signed 
his  name  to  a  gift,  using  instead  the  term — “A 
friend.”  His  death  occurred  on  February  12,  1898, 
and  he  was  buried  in  Fairview  Cemetery. 

His  marriage  took  place  on  Staten  Island,  about 
1846,  to  Mary  Sophia  Simonson,  a  member  of  an  old 
island  family.  To  this  union  five  children  were  born; 
Lawrence,  John,  Alfred,  Edward,  and  Winifred.  Mrs. 
Steers  died  on  January  18,  1915,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
one. 

Lawrence  Steers,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Sophia 
(Simonson)  Steers,  was  born  on  Clove  Road  (then 
Columbia  Road),  West  New  Brighton,  on  January 
15,  1848.  After  an  education  afforded  to  the  youth 
of  that  time,  he  entered  his  father’s  business  and  was 
thus  associated  for  many  years.  In  1898  when  the 
former  died,  Lawrence  Steers  took  over  the  control 
of  the  establishment  and  conducted  it  in  association 
with  his  son,  H.  Treadwell  Steers.  Politically,  he  was 
a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  active  in  the 
old  village  affairs,  though  never  an  office  holder,  and 
his  club  and  fraternal  memberships  included  Rich¬ 
mond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Masonic  Mutual  Association;  Court  West  Brighton, 
Foresters  of  America;  the  New  York  Undertakers’ 
Association,  of  which  he  was  sergeant-at-arms;  the 
New  Jersey  Undertakers’  Association;  and  the  Vet¬ 
eran  Firemen’s  Association,  having  served  in  his 
younger  days  with  the  old  Washington  Engine  Com¬ 
pany,  No.  1,  of  Port  Richmond.  He  was  an  ardent 
fisherman  and  a  moving  spirit  in  the  Seven-Up  Fish¬ 
ing  Club. 

His  marriage  took  place  at  Port  Richmond  on 
December  24,  1872,  to  Catharine  Watson  Boyd,  who 
died  March  19,  1928,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Watson)  Boyd.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steers  had 
eleven  children,  of  whom  six  are  living.  They  are: 
1.  Ada,  a  local  resident.  2.  Annie,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Gray  B.  Sullivan,  her  husband  a  pharmacist  at  Castle- 
ton  Corners.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  sons,  Nathaniel 
L.,  and  Lawrence.  3.  Mabel,  who  with  her  husband, 
Jasper  Cadmus,  a  druggist  of  Orange,  New  Jersey, 
are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Alfred  C.,  and  Ray¬ 
mond  J.  4.  H.  Treadwell,  of  whom  further.  5.  Wini¬ 
fred,  now  Mrs.  Roland  J.  MacIntyre,  of  West  New 
Brighton,  who  also  has  two  children,  Ava  and  Roland. 
6.  John  Lawrence,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

H.  Treadwell  Steers  was  born  on  February  20, 
1881,  in  West  New  Brighton,  where  he  received  his 
primary  school  education.  When  he  was  seventeen 
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years  of  age  upon  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  John 
Steers,  he  became  an  assistant  to  his  father.  In  1903 
he  completed  a  course  of  study  at  Renouard’s  Training 
School  for  Embalmers,  and  he  and  his  father  car¬ 
ried  on  the  business  until  1910,  when  they  were  joined 
by  John  Lawrence  Steers.  The  death  of  the  father 
occurred  on  April  28,  1921,  and  a  year  later  H. 
Treadwell  and  his  brother,  John  Lawrence,  formed 
the  present  partnership,  Steers  and  Steers. 

H.  Treadwell  Steers  is  a  member  of  Aquehonga 
Lodge,  No.  906,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Empire  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar;  and  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon. 
He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Junior  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics,  and  the  Staten  Island  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  His  professional  affiliations  include  the 
New  York  City  Undertakers’  Association,  the  New 
York  State  Embalmers’  Association,  both  the  Na¬ 
tional  and  State  Funeral  Directors’  Association,  and 
the  Metropolitan  Undertakers’  Association  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Steers  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  Staten  Island  Reformed  Church. 

On  April  19,  1905,  at  West  New  Brighton,  Mr. 
Steers  married  Agnes  Livingston  Bowers,  daughter 
of  Jacob  E.  and  Margaret  L.  (Reid)  Bowers,  of 
Philadelphia.  Her  father  is  now  retired,  having  been 
former  superintendent  of  the  Staten  Island  Ship¬ 
building  Company  on  Staten  Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Steers  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  Helen 
Agnes,  who  is  a  graduated  mortician  associated  with 
her  father;  and  Margaret  Virginia,  attending  the  local 
public  schools. 

The  Steers  family  residence  is  at  No.  1  Conyng- 
ham  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


JOHN  LAWRENCE  STEERS  — Prominent  in 
Staten  Island  affairs,  John  L.  Steers,  of  West  New 
Brighton,  is  well  known  throughout  this  vicinity  as 
an  active  partner  in  the  long-established  firm  of 
Steers  and  Steers,  Funeral  Directors.  The  business 
was  founded  in  1842  by  John  Steers,  and  during 
the  many  years  of  its  existence,  it  has  achieved  a 
reputation  for  quality  of  service  and  unquestionable 
integrity. 

John  L.  Steers,  brother  of  H.  Treadwell  Steers, 
(q.  v.),  was  born  in  West  New  Brighton  on  May  8, 
1891,  son  of  Lawrence  and  Catharine  W.  (Boyd) 
Steers.  After  a  preliminary  education  in  the  local 
public  schools,  he  attended  Curtis  High  School.  He 
then  took  a  course  in  his  profession  at  Renouard’s 
Training  School  for  Embalmers,  receiving  his  di¬ 
ploma  on  April  23,  1910,  after  which  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  undertaking  business  with  his  father 
and  brother.  In  1922,  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
Mr.  Steers  and  his  brother  formed  their  present 
partnership  and  have  since  conducted  the  business 
with  well  merited  success.  Aside  from  his  business 
he  is  a  director  of  the  Prudential  Savings  and  Loan 
Association  of  West  New  Brighton  and  in  his  frater¬ 
nal  activities  is  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and  the  Tall  Cedars 
of  Lebanon.  In  promoting  municipal  advancement  and 
aiding  public  welfare  he  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the 
Rotary  Club.  His  professional  associations  are  with 
the  New  York  City  Undertakers’  Association,  the 
New  York  State  Embalmers’  Association,  both  the 
National  and  State  Funeral  Directors’  Association, 
and  the  Metropolitan  Undertakers’  Association  of 
New  York. 

John  L.  Steers  married  on  June  4,  19x3,  Sophia 
MacIntyre,  daughter  of  Captain  Henry  and  Sophia 
(Pendergast)  MacIntyre,  of  West  New  Brighton,  the 


former  a  native  of  Troy,  New  York,  and  the  latter 
of  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick,  Canada.  Captain  Mac¬ 
Intyre,  who  is  now  retired,  was  for  many  years 
engaged  as  commander  of  vessels  plying  between 
Delaware  and  New  York  ports.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steers 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Catharine,  born 
August  6,  1915;  Ruth,  born  September  27,  1923;  and 
Edith,  born  May  8,  1926. 

The  family  resides  at  No.  I  Whitewood  Avenue, 
West  New  Brighton,  and  are  attendants  of  the 
Staten  Island  Reformed  Church. 


ROBERT  N.  SLACK — For  the  past  twenty  years 
the  late  Robert  N.  Slack,  whose  death  occurred  May 
6,  1930,  diligently  served  the  Manhattan  Furniture 
Company  as  an  expert  in  its  audit  department.  He 
had  been  identified  with  the  Leeds  Manufacturing 
Company  for  many  years,  having  had  a  wide  and 
varied  business  experience.  His  sudden  death,  after 
only  two  weeks’  illness,  was  a  severe  blow  to  his  fam¬ 
ily  and  a  host  of  immediate  friends  and  associates. 

William  Slack,  father  of  Mr.  Slack,  came  to  this 
country  from  Leeds,  England,  about  1853,  bringing 
with  him  his  wife,  Hannah  Eliza  Carr.  They  settled 
in  Williamsburg,  across  the  East  River  from  New 
York,  where  the  elder  Slack  engaged  in  the  dye  stuff 
and  chemical  business  under  the  name  of  the  Leeds 
Manufacturing  Company.  Shortly  after  the  close  of 
the  Civil  War  he  removed  to  Staten  Island,  where  his 
wife  died  in  1903,  and  where  he  passed  away  in  1915* 
Both  are  buried  in  Silvermount  Cemetery. 

Robert  N.  Slack,  son  of  William  and  Hannah  Eliza 
(Carr)  Slack,  was  born  in  Williamsburg,  December 
10,  1855.  He  received  his  first  school  training  in  the 
public  schools  of  Greenpoint,  Brooklyn,  under  the 
tutorship  of  Principal  Lyman  Brooks  Hanneford,  a 
noted  author  and  educator  of  his  day,  who  came  from 
New  Hampton,  New  Hampshire,  in  1818.  At  the 
age  of  eight  years  the  youth  was  brought  to  Staten 
Island  by  his  maternal  grandfather,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Lasalles  Carr,  a  prominent  Baptist  minister,  who 
established  his  residence  in  the  “Pink  House,”  on 
Vanderbilt  Avenue,  Stapleton.  For  a  short  time  the 
boy  attended  a  private  school  conducted  by  his  aunts, 
Marie,  Salina,  and  Catherine  Carr,  after  which  he 
also  studied  in  the  Stapleton  public  schools.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  he  obtained  employment  with  Sylva- 
r.us  C.  Hall,  a  large  coal  dealer,  receiving  for  his 
services  the  sum  of  three  dollars  a  week.  He  re¬ 
mained  with  Mr.  Hall  for  some  time,  and  then,  after 
various  other  connections  had  given  him  a  more 
extended  and  varied  experience,  he  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  Leeds  Manufacturing  Company. 
In  this  employ  he  remained  as  traveling  representa¬ 
tive  in  the  eastern  district  for  about  twenty-five  years. 
He  was  subsequently  appointed  superintendent  and 
later  manager  of  this  concern,  and  in  these  capacities 
he  acquitted  himself  in  a  favorable  manner. 

In  1899,  when  the  business  was  sold,  Mr.  Slack 
entered  the  employ  of  William  A.  Ross,  dye  stuffs, 
of  New  York,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Manhattan  Furniture  Company,  in  its  branch  store 
located  on  Richmond  Terrace.  A  few  years  later  he 
entered  the  furniture  business  in  Stapleton  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  brother,  the  late  George  A.  Slack,  and 
this  enterprise  was  managed  by  him  until  it  was 
dissolved  in  1910.  He  then  became  again  associated 
with  the  Manhattan  Furniture  Company  as  expert 
collector  and  bookkeeper,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
for  twenty  years  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Slack  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  Tomp¬ 
kins  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Volun- 
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teer  Firemen’s  Association  and  the  Plymouth  Breth¬ 
ren.  His  religious  affiliation,  like  that  of  his  family, 
was  with  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  was  organist  at  this  church  and  also  at  the 
Masonic  Temple. 

Robert  N.  Slack  was  married,  August  26,  1876,  to 
Fannie  Henriette  Lindsay  Oldham,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  City,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Fanny 
(Lindsay)  Oldham.  Their  golden  wedding  anniver¬ 
sary  was  celebrated  at  their  home,  No.  126  Elizabeth 
Street,  West  New  Brighton,  on  August  26,  1926, 
during  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  which  day  there 
was  a  continuous  stream  of  visitors  who  extended 
congratulations  and  brought  many  tokens  of  esteem 
to  the  happy  couple.  Fifty-three  members  of  the 
family  sat  down  to  the  dinner  at  six  o’clock  and 
during  the  evening  the  sons  (the  Slack  Brothers 
Quartette)  and  others,  entertained.  At  the  time  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Slack  were  married  in  Trinity  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  1876,  they  were  participants  in 
a  double  wedding,  the  other  couple  being  Mary 
Slack,  sister  of  Mr.  Slack,  and  Heber  J.  Oldham 
(q.  v.),  brother  of  Mrs.  Slack. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slack  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Robert  W.  F.,  who  died  in  infancy.  2. 
Fannie  E.,  who  married  Dr.  E.  J.  Smith,  of  West 
New  Brighton,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Ruth  Lind¬ 
say.  3.  James  G.,  who  died  in  infancy.  4.  Harry 
Lindsay,  who  is  traffic  manager  in  the  employ  of  the 
American  Woolen  Company,  of  New  York,  and 
is  also  president  of  the  Federation  of  Bible  Classes 
of  the  United  States  of  America  as  well  as  an  officer 
of  the  Trinity  Men’s  Bible  Class.  He  married  Martha 
Smith,  sister  of  Dr.  E.  J.  Smith,  and  they  live  in 
West  New  Brighton.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Eleanor  and  Dorothea.  5.  Dr.  Edwin  H.  Slack,  who 
resides  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  married  Carrie  Han¬ 
son,  of  Cleveland,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Doris 
Mae,  and  a  son,  Robert  Lindsay.  6.  Albert,  a  busi¬ 
ness  man,  who  married  Fredericka  Sturzel,  of  Staten 
Island ;  they  have  three  children,  Agatha  F.,  Albert 
R.,  and  Edwin  C.  7.  Florence  M.,  who  is  assistant 
branch  librarian  of  the  Stapleton  Library,  and  solo¬ 
ist  in  the  Trinity  Church  choir.  8.  Arthur  T.,  who 
died  in  1895  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  months.  9. 
Forman  Randolph,  a  graduate  of  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity,  who  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  Repton  School  at 
Tarry  town,  New  York. 

Funeral  services  for  Robert  N.  Slack  were  held 
from  his  late  home  on  May  8,  1930.  The  Rev.  Charles 
C.  Cain,  pastor  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  and  the 
Rev.  J.  F.  Bindenberger,  a  former  pastor,  now  of 
Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  officiated.  Interment  took 
place  in  the  family  plot  in  Silvermount  Cemetery. 
Mrs.  Slack,  who  survives  her  husband,  is  a  member 
of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church  and  of  the  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union. 


RALPH  CERRETA — Among  those  engaged  in 
legal,  financial,  and  civic  affairs  of  Richmond  Bor¬ 
ough,  Ralph  Cerreta  is  highly  regarded  by  his  many 
friends  and  professional  associates.  Born  at  Calitri, 
Province  of  Avellino,  Italy,  on  June  22,  1886,  he  is 
a  son  of  the  late  Thaddeus  and  Jane  (DeCarlo)  Cer¬ 
reta,  both  natives  of  that  country.  Mr.  Cerreta’s 
father  came  to  America  in  1894  and  settled  in  New 
York  where  two  years  later  he  was  joined  by  his  wife 
and  family.  After  spending  a  number  of  years  as 
residents  of  Manhattan,  the  family  moved  to  Pitts¬ 
field,  Massachusetts,  where  the  mother’s  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  February,  1911.  The  father,  a  designer  of 
ladies’  wearing  apparel,  also  died  in  Pittsfield  in 
December,  1926. 


Mr.  Cerreta’s  mother,  Jane  (DeCarlo)  Cerreta,  is 
the  sister  of  Professor  Alphonse  DeCarlo,  who  was 
recognized  throughout  Italy  as  the  outstanding  phi¬ 
losopher  of  his  time.  Admiral  Eugene  Cerreta  is 
another  kinsman  of  the  local  attorney,  as  also  is 
General  Achilles  Cerreta  of  the  Italian  Civil  Forces 
with  headquarters  in  Rome. 

Following  his  early  education  in  the  local  schools 
of  his  native  Province,  Mr.  Cerreta  came  to  this 
country  with  his  mother  when  he  was  but  ten  years 
of  age.  He  went  to  public  school  here  and  then  at¬ 
tended  a  private  school  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 
He  later  obtained  his  degree  as  Bachelor  of  Arts 
from  Hillside  College,  Hillside,  Michigan.  Returning 
East,  he  was  engaged  for  several  years  as  a  free 
lance  reporter  with  the  New  York  “Telegram,”  the 
New  York  “Daily  News,”  and  the  “Tammany  Times.” 
During  this  period  he  also  studied  law  in  New  York 
University  and  the  New  York  Law  School.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  New  York  State  and  began 
practice  in  Manhattan  and  Staten  Island  in  1913. 
From  1917  until  June  1929,  he  maintained  offices  at 
Stapleton,  but  since  that  time  has  been  located  in  the 
St.  George  Building  on  Hyatt  Street.  Mr.  Cerreta 
often  appears  in  the  courts  of  Manhattan,  Brooklyn, 
and  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

The  Italians  of  Staten  Island  recognize  Mr.  Cerreta 
as  a  most  capable  leader  and  counsellor.  He  is  sec¬ 
retary  for  the  West  Ridge  Lawn  Cemetery  near 
Passaic,  New  Jersey,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  United 
States;  treasurer  and  attorney  for  the  Italian  Savings 
and  Loan  Association;  director  and  attorney  for  the 
Dongan  Hills  Grant  City  Savings  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation;  attorney  for  the  Staten  Island  Hospital; 
president  of  the  Dongan  Hills  Civic  Association,  and 
is  very  prominent  in  all  civic  and  community  activ¬ 
ities.  Mr.  Cerreta  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  is 
affiliated  with  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Association, 
of  which  he  is  a  director,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Bar  Association  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

On  July  12,  1916,  Mr.  Cerreta  married  Jane  Frab- 
bito,  of  New  York  City,  who  was  at  that  time  a 
talented  teacher  in  the  city’s  public  schools.  She  is 
now  vice-principal  of  Public  School,  No.  11  at  Don¬ 
gan  Hills,  and  with  her  husband,  is  most  active  in 
civic  and  community  matters.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cerreta 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Jane,  born  June  14, 
1918,  and  Joy,  born  June  13,  1923. 


OLAF  TEODOR  THORSEN— Since  1920  Olaf 
T.  Thorsen  has  been  a  builder  on  Staten  Island.  He 
is  a  man  of  wide  and  varied  experience,  having 
been  a  sailor  for  a  time  in  his  native  Norway,  and 
after  coming  to  the  United  States,  a  grocer,  and  an 
importer  and  exporter,  and  though  he  has  been  in 
the  building  business  for  a  relatively  short  period, 
his  unusual  energy  and  ability  have  brought  him 
already  considerable  success.  Mr.  Thorsen  specializes 
in  the  construction  of  private  homes  and  residences, 
endeavoring  to  combine  in  his  buildings  a  sturdy  and 
durable  construction  with  an  air  of  easy  grace  and 
comfort.  His  materials  and  his  attention  to  all  the 
details  of  the  work  have  given  him  an  enviable  repu¬ 
tation  in  his  present  business. 

He  was  born  on  February  7,  1865,  at  Mabo,  Lillsand, 
Norway,  the  son  of  Thor  Geruldsen  and  Anna 
(Gorine)  Thorsen,  both  natives  of  Mabo  and  now 
deceased.  His  father  was  a  sailor  and  followed  the 
sea  for  many  years. 

Olaf  T.  Thorsen  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
birthplace,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  went  to  sea,  and 
continued  as  a  sailor  for  nine  years.  On  December  7, 
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1889,  he  landed  in  the  United  States  and  came  to 
South  Brooklyn,  where,  for  a  number  of  years,  he 
worked  on  the  elevated  railroad,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  went  into  the  retail  grocery  business  there. 
This  business  occupied  his  attention  for  twenty-eight 
years.  Meanwhile  he  had  become  an  American  citi¬ 
zen,  securing  his  final  papers  on  July  31,  1905.  About 
1918,  Mr.  Thorsen  became  an  importer  and  exporter, 
continuing  in  this  work  for  two  years,  and  finally  in 
1920,  he  moved  to  Staten  Island,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  as  a  builder. 

Mr.  Thorsen  and  his  family  live  at  No.  270  Willard 
Avenue,  West  New  Brighton.  He  has  always  been 
active  in  church  work,  being  a  member  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Free  Church,  and  a  past  member  and  past 
trustee  of  the  Scandinavian  Mission,  on  Forty-sixth 
Street,  Brooklyn. 

He  married  Anna  Anderson,  of  Brooklyn,  the 
daughter  of  Bengt  and  Johanna  Anderson,  both  born 
in  Sweden  and  also  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thorsen  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
1.  Esther,  who  was  married  to  Martin  Madison,  of 
Brooklyn;  they  have  three  children.  2.  Johanna,  who 
married  Alphonse  Anderson,  also  of  Brooklyn.  3. 
Ruth,  who  became  the  wife  of  Karl  Olsen,  of  Brook¬ 
lyn,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child.  4.  Daniel, 
now  associated  with  his  father  in  business.  5.  Herbert, 
a  salesman  of  machinery,  formerly  in  the  grocery 
business.  6.  Clarence,  a  salesman  for  the  National 
Biscuit  Company.  7.  Lillian,  who  is  a  stenographer 
for  the  Seaboard  National  Bank,  in  New  York  City. 


ROBERT  HENRY — Much  wealth  of  the  Orient 
often  rests  at  the  feet  of  Robert  Henry,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Staten  Island  piers  for  Norton,  Lilly 
&  Company,  one  of  the  largest  steamship  agencies 
in  the  United  States.  In  the  reception  and  dispatch 
of  the  great  cargoes  of  rich  commodities  from  African 
and  Asiatic  ports  Mr.  Henry  has  been  engaged  as 
supervisor  of  operations  for  more  than  fifteen  years; 
all  told,  he  has  been  in  the  service  of  the  company 
for  thirty-three  years.  He  is,  therefore,  a  veteran 
tried  and  true,  in  whom  his  superiors  repose  that 
implicit  confidence  begotten  by  loyalty  and  efficiency. 

Robert  Henry  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
May  27,  1877,  son  of  James  and  Czarina  (Badger) 
Henry,  the  latter  a  native  of  Little  Falls,  New  York, 
and  the  father,  of  New  York  City.  The  elder  Henry 
was  a  ship  broker  and  prominent  as  a  Master  Mason 
in  a  Brooklyn  lodge  of  the  order.  Robert  Henry 
made  the  grades  in  the  public  school  of  his  district 
and  also  took  the  first  year  of  his  secondary  edu¬ 
cation.  His  very  first  employment  was  with  Norton, 
Lilly  &  Company,  so  that  he  has  never  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  any  other  business.  His  initial  position  was 
that  of  checker  for  this  concern,  whose  operations 
include  American  and  British  steamships  of  all  lines. 
He  early  exhibited  qualifications  that  brought  his 
work  to  the  attention  of  his  superiors,  who  recognized 
it  with  promotion  to  dock  boss,  then  to  delivery 
clerk,  later  to  chief  clerk,  and  eventually  to  super¬ 
visor  of  all  operations.  This  last-named  position 
gives  him  charge  of  the  company’s  operations  on 
Piers  3,  8  and  19,  on  the  Island’s  water-front. 

Norton,  Lilly  &  Company’s  first  pier  on  the  Island 
was  at  the  American  Dock  Terminals,  Pier  3. 
Seven  years  ago,  the  terminal  was  moved  to  Pier  19, 
Gifton,  and  five  years  ago  to  Pier  8,  Municipal  Piers, 
Stapleton.  The  terminal  was  once  again  established 
at  Pier  19,  for  a  five-year  period,  beginning  June 
1,  1927.  In  these  various  terminals,  Robert  Henry 
has,  as  the  company’s  agent,  made  the  acquaintance 
of  many  hundreds  of  men,  and  has  earned  an  enviable 


reputation  for  his  knowledge  of  the  business  he  super¬ 
vises  and  for  the  ability  with  which  he  executes  his 
important  commission.  He  is  well  known  to  hun¬ 
dreds  of  captains  and  officers  of  the  Ellerman  Lines, 
the  largest  amalgamated  company  in  Great  Britain, 
and  on  every  one  of  their  freighters  that  comes  into 
port  there  is  an  immediate  inquiry  as  to  the  health 
and  welfare  of  “Bob”  Henry,  as  he  is  affectionately 
known  on  the  piers  and  to  the  shipping  forces.  Every 
steamer  that  visits  the  Island  terminal  he  serves  with 
unvarying  conscientiousness,  one  of  the  outstanding 
traits  of  his  character.  One  rarely  hears  of  a  com¬ 
plaint  when  a  vessel  makes  its  departure  from  this 
port — this,  Mr.  Henry  says,  is  to  be  credited  to  the 
well-known  and  long-standing  policy  of  the  company. 

From  two  to  five  ships  a  month  discharge  their 
cargoes  under  Mr.  Henry’s  supervision.  The  most 
interesting  of  the  voyages  made  by  these  steamships 
are,  perhaps,  those  from  the  ports  and  inlets  on  the 
west  coast  of  Africa  and  of  India — Calcutta,  Port 
Said,  Oran,  Sudan,  the  Indies — each  ship  bringing 
rich  cargoes  varying  from  tea,  rattan,  coffee,  skins, 
rubber,  cocoanut,  cotton,  palm  oils,  spices — to  a 
myriad  collection  of  the  choicest  tropical  produce. 

During  his  exceptional  career  as  superintendent  of 
the  local  piers  at  the  company’s  island  terminal,  Mr. 
Henry  has  composed  many  difficult  situations  with  a 
finesse  that  bespeaks  the  able  executive.  As  a  media¬ 
tor  or  arbitrator,  his  qualities  in  that  respect  have 
been  fully  brought  into  their  best  play  in  the  cases 
of  the  fires  on  the  steamers  “City  of  Lahore”  and 
“City  of  Florence,”  which  caused  many  thousands 
of  dollars  worth  of  damage  to  the  cargoes,  and  re¬ 
quired  almost  unbelievable  adjustment  and  litigation. 

Robert  Henry  married,  in  May,  1917,  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  Kathleen  Worthen,  a  native  of  England,  whose 
parents  reside  in  the  mother  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  have  four  children:  James,  Kathleen,  Mar¬ 
garet,  and  Carroll. 

Mr.  Henry’s  work  is  crowned  with  the  success 
it  merits,  because  the  major  factor  in  his  service  to 
the  company  he  represents  is  strict  adherence  to  the 
highest  standards  of  official  and  commercial  integ¬ 
rity. 


MICHAEL  J.  HORGAN — The  son  of  Dennis  and 
Catherine  Horgan,  both  natives  of  County  Cork,  Ire¬ 
land,  who  came  to  this  country  about  seventy  years  ago, 
Michael  J.  Horgan  was  born  here  at  New  Brighton, 
on  August  22,  1868  and  attended  the  local  Public 
School,  now  No.  3,  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old. 
Where  the  Curtis  High  School  now  stands,  there 
was  in  those  early  days  a  florist’s  shop  and  green¬ 
houses,  and  here  he  secured  his  first  position,  hold¬ 
ing  it  for  three  years.  The  next  year  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  a  florist  of  Lenox,  Massachusetts,  leaving 
that  employ  to  join  the  staff  of  florists  on  the  estate 
of  William  K.  Vanderbilt  on  Long  Island.  It  was 
after  about  six  months  on  Long  Island  that  Mr. 
Horgan  returned  to  Staten  Island,  which  has  since 
been  his  home.  He  has  been  engaged  in  various  lines 
of  work,  part  of  the  time  being  connected  with  the 
grocery  business,  for  two  years  in  the  Customs  House 
Department  of  the  government  at  New  York,  and 
finally  with  the  post  office  on  Staten  Island.  He 
first  held  the  position  of  assistant  postmaster  at 
Tottenville,  being  appointed  in  February,  1902.  After 
fifteen  years  of  service  here,  the  post  offices  of 
Staten  Island  were  consolidated,  in  February,  1917, 
and  Mr.  Horgan  was  then  named  for  the  position  of 
special  clerk.  On  April  11,  1919,  he  was  transferred 
to  Port  Richmond  and  made  superintendent  of  the 
local  station  there.  When  free  from  the  confining 
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duties  of  his  position,  Mr.  Horgan  enjoys  walking 
more  than  any  other  form  of  exercise  or  recrea¬ 
tion.  He  is  fraternally  identified  with  the  American 
Order  of  Foresters. 

In  November,  1900,  Michael  J.  Horgan  married 
Catherine  Regan,  of  West  New  Brighton,  daughter 
of  Lawrence  and  Margaret  Regan.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Horgan  were  bereaved  by  the  death  of  their  first 
two  children,  John  and  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  other  children  are  Dorothy  Margaret,  Eleanor, 
and  Michael. 


OSCAR  EMMETT  SIMPSON— An  earnest  life 
and  an  energetic  one  which  fulfilled  the  promise  of 
youth  both  in  the  sense  of  unselfish  devotion  to  the 
ideal  of  service  and  incidental  reward,  was  one 
fairly  lived  by  the  late  Oscar  E.  Simpson  of  Brigh¬ 
ton  Heights.  An  insurance  broker  by  calling,  he 
had  met  with  success  in  this  business,  being  at  the  time 
of  his  death  a  member  of  the  firm  of  a  large  New 
York  insurance  brokerage  house. 

Oscar  E.  Simpson  was  born  April  8,  1887,  in 
West  Brighton,  his  parents  being  James  O.  and 
Minnie  (Shanott)  Simpson.  He  was  a  descendant 
of  the  Delafield  family  who  played  a  major  part  in 
the  early  history  and  settlement  of  Staten  Island. 
Tracing  his  descent  back  to  Revolutionary  War  days 
documents  show  that  his  ancestors  fought  in  that 
struggle  thus  making  him  eligible  for  membership 
in  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  A  further 
study  of  his  forebears  indicates  that  representative 
ancestors  on  both  sides  of  his  family  participated  in 
every  war  that  the  United  States  engaged  in  since 
1812. 

The  first  association  of  the  Simpson  family  itself, 
with  Staten  Island  came  about  in  the  year  1850. 
One  discovers  later  that  with  the  organization  of 
the  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church,  members  of  the 
family,  including  a  Margaret  Simpson,  became  char¬ 
ter  members  of  the  church.  Since  this  time  the 
Simpson  family  has  been  affiliated  with  this  place  of 
worship  and  particularly  active  in  parish  affairs. 

After  the  usual  preliminary  schooling,  Oscar  Simp¬ 
son  attended  Curtis  High  School  and  upon  graduating 
from  this  institution  entered  New  York  University. 
He  received  a  comprehensive  and  thorough  education 
at  this  seat  of  learning  which  prepared  him  for  his 
life’s  work  as  an  insurance  broker. 

Entering  the  employ  of  the  insurance  brokerage 
firm  of  Morgenthau  and  Seixes  located  at  No.  130 
West  Forty-second  Street,  Manhattan,  he  applied 
himself  diligently  to  the  task  of  learning  the  busi¬ 
ness.  Promotions  followed  rapidly  due  principally 
to  his  loyalty,  progressive  ideals  and  unflinching  love 
of  labor.  In  due  time  he  rose  to  the  post  of  junior 
partner  in  the  firm,  a  position  held  by  him  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Simpson  served  in  the  World  War,  holding 
the  rank  of  ensign  at  the  termination  of  the  struggle. 
His  avocation  was  undoubtedly  out-of-door  sports 
as  marksmanship  and  shooting  combined  to  form 
his  favorite  pastime.  In  this  connection  the  pupils 
of  both  Staten  Island  Academy  and  the  Augustinian 
Academy  whom  he  greatly  loved  and  admired  were 
taught  rifle  instruction  and  a  general  use  of  weapons. 
He  formed  rifle  teams  that  were  extraordinarily  suc¬ 
cessful  in  competitive  events  at  these  two  schools 
and  in  return  for  this  unselfish,  practical  service 
instituted  on  his  own  initiative  he  was  held  in  high 
regard.  His  was  a  natural  and  friendly  interest  born 
of  his  zeal  and  love  of  boys.  At  one  time  he  was 
awarded  a  gold  medal  as  the  best  pistol  shot  in 
New  York  State.  He  was  offered  one  time  an  oppor¬ 


tunity  to  compete  in  the  Olympic  games  but  refused 
it  on  account  of  business  reasons. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  fond  of  golf  and  frequently  dur¬ 
ing  spare  time  played  at  the  La  Tourette  and  Silver 
Lake  courses.  He  was  identified  with  civic  and 
charitable  societies  in  this  borough  and  as  a  private 
citizen  helped  liberally  in  a  quiet  way. 

Mr.  Simpson  married  Emma  E.  Lemperle,  a  native 
of  Staten  Island,  and  a  daughter  of  Rudolph  and 
Katherine  (Geis)  Lemperle  (deceased),  who  resided 
here  over  a  half  century,  at  Stapleton.  Mrs.  Simp¬ 
son  was  educated  at  Public  School  No.  14,  and,further 
took  a  business  course  which  preparation  is  now 
enabling  her  to  carry  on  the  management  of  her  late 
husband’s  estate  and  his  business. 

The  death  of  Oscar  E.  Simpson  occurred  October 
20,  1929,  while  he  was  on  a  hunting  trip  in  Medusa, 
New  York.  An  accidental  bullet  fired  by  a  fellow- 
huntsman  struck  him  with  fatal  results.  The  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  from  his  late  home  at  No.  345  Stanley 
Avenue,  Brighton  Heights,  and  interment  was  in  the 
family  plot  in  Fairview  Cemetery.  The  late  Oscar 
E.  Simpson,  besides  his  widow,  is  survived  by  his 
father,  James  Oscar  Simpson  of  Port  Richmond 
and  two  sisters,  Lila  and  Ethel. 


WILLIAM  G.  BURRILL— Through  many  years 
of  activity  in  the  work  of  public  service  organiza¬ 
tions,  William  G.  Burrill  has  advanced  steadily  through 
his  own  earnest  endeavor  and  constant  application, 
being  at  the  present  time  commercial  manager  for 
the  Staten  Island  Edison  Corporation.  Mr.  Burrill 
came  to  Staten  Island  four  years  ago  to  occupy  his 
present  position,  and  since  that  time  has  gained  a 
large  friendship,  both  personal  and  business,  while 
directing  the  local  branch  affairs  of  this  tremendous 
utility  firm,  which  is  among  the  few  largest  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  Burrill  was  born  in  Calais,  Maine,  July  13, 
1882,  son  of  George  Edwin  and  Annie  (Sederquest) 
Burrill.  After  receiving  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  birthplace  he  attended  Currie 
Business  University  in  St.  John’s  New  Brunswick, 
in  order  to  pursue  courses  in  commercial  law,  bank¬ 
ing  and  bookkeeping.  Following  this  he  became  a 
student  at  the  Armour  Institute  of  Technology, 
Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  studied  an  extension  course 
in  electrical  engineering.  His  first  commercial  post 
was  that  of  sales  manager  with  the  International 
Text  Book  Company  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  with 
which  concern  he  was  associated  for  six  years.  Fol¬ 
lowing  that,  he  was  manager  of  a  confectionery 
factory  in  Bangor,  Maine,  for  four  years  and  then 
became  connected  with  the  Bangor  Railway  &  Elec¬ 
tric  Company,  latterly  known,  when  it  was  re¬ 
organized,  as  the  Bangor  Hydroelectric  Company. 
For  twelve  years  he  served  the  interests  of  this  pub¬ 
lic  service  corporation,  applying  himself  thoroughly 
to  the  various  details  of  the  business,  and  advancing 
through  several  responsible  positions,  being  Credit 
and  Collection  Manager ;  Superintendent  of  Light 
and  Power;  Manager  of  Securities  and  later  Com¬ 
mercial  Manager. 

A  valuable  addition  to  the  ranks  of  the  Staten 
Island  Edison  Corporation  by  reason  of  his  long 
and  varied  experience,  Mr.  Burrill  came  here  on 
May  15,  1926.  He  possesses  splendid  executive  qual¬ 
ities  and  has  earned  his  present  position  of  prominence 
in  the  field  of  public  utilities  by  his  great  ability  for 
organization  and  efficiency.  While  in  Maine,  he  or¬ 
ganized  the  Eastern  Maine  Electric  Board  of  Trade, 
the  first  organization  of  its  kind  in  the  State,  and 
was  its  president  for  two  years.  For  two  more  years  \ 
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he  was  director  of  Radio  Station,  WABI,  the  first 
station  east  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  while 
under  his  jurisdiction,  thirty-eight  states  and  five 
Canadian  provinces  were  represented  in  the  com¬ 
munications  received  from  listeners.  These  communi¬ 
cations  complimented  them  on  their  splendid  educa¬ 
tional  and  entertaining  programs.  Mr.  Burrill  also 
was  the  organizer  of  the  Electric  Exposition  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Eastern  Maine  Electric  Board  of 
Trade.  Since  coming  to  Staten  Island,  he  has  won 
the  unlimited  confidence  of  the  people  through  his 
courtesy  and  consideration  as  director  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  department. 

In  fraternal  affiliations,  Mr.  Burrill  is  a  popular 
member  of  Rising  Virtue  Lodge,  No.  10,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  Bangor  Maine,  and  Portland 
Consistory,  No.  320,  of  Portland,  Maine.  As  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Anah  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  he  organized  and  directed  the 
drum  corps  of  this  temple.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Burrill’s  hobby  is  music,  being  an  accom¬ 
plished  player  of  the  piano,  tympani,  xylophone  and 
many  other  instruments.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Bangor  Symphony  Orchestra  for  eighteen  years  and 
of  the  Bangor  Concert  Band,  twenty  years,  also 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors. 

In  commercial  and  business  relations,  Mr.  Burrill 
is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce;  the  National  Electric  Light  Association;  the 
New  York  Electric  League,  and  the  Interstate  Power 
Club.  His  religious  adherence  is  given  to  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church.  He  teaches  at  Christ  Church  Sabbath 
School  and  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Men’s  Club. 

William  G.  Burrill  married  Clara  M.  McCaf- 
ferty,  daughter  of  Francis  McCafferty,  of  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick,  Canada,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  three  children:  1.  Gerald  Francis,  born  in  1906, 
who  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Maine  and  now  is  a  divinity  student  at  the 
General  Thelogical  Seminary  in  New  York.  2.  Edith 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1908,  now  a  student  at  New  York 
University,  taking  a  Bachelor  of  Science  course.  3. 
Margaret  Estelle,  born  in  1909,  attending  University 
of  Maine  for  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  The  Bur¬ 
rill  family  reside  at  No.  10  Howard  Court,  West 
New  Brighton. 


JOHN  KAMINSKI — At  the  age  of  six  years, 
John  Kaminski  came  to  this  country  from  German 
Poland.  His  father  had  come  to  the  United  States 
two  years  previously  and  as  soon  as  he  was  in  a 
position  to  do  so  he  sent  for  his  wife  and  child  to 
join  him  here.  The  Kaminski  family  lived  in  Balti¬ 
more,  Maryland,  for  about  two  years  and  then  moved 
to  Staten  Island,  where  they  have  lived  ever  since. 
The  interesting  review  of  John  Kaminski’s  career, 
which  follows,  is  an  example  of  the  opportunities 
that  await  every  youth  for  only  the  effort  and  sin¬ 
cerity  of  purpose  they  might  apply  in  their  lives. 

John  Kaminski  was  born  in  Lautenberg,  Province 
of  Prussia,  German  Poland,  December  14,  1876,  the 
son  of  Mathew  and  Josephine  (Greymuir)  Kaminski, 
both  natives  of  that  country.  The  elder  Kaminski 
had  moved  into  Germany  in  order  to  escape  com¬ 
pulsory  military  service  in  the  Russian  Army.  In 
1882,  he  came  to  Staten  Island  where  he  became  a 
quarry  worker,  later  in  life  becoming  engaged  with 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  He  is  now  retired 
and  lives  with  his  son.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
died  in  November,  1926. 


The  early  education  of  Mr.  Kaminski  was  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  of  Staten  Island.  While  at 
school  he  worked  during  his  spare  hours  and  when 
the  first  street  railway  started  in  operation  he  obtained 
a  position  as  conductor  of  a  trolley  car.  In  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1898,  he  started  to  work  for  the  city  of  New 
York  in  the  tax  department,  which  position  he  held 
until  1921.  In  1912,  during  this  period  of  civic 
employment,  he  organized  the  Polish  Savings  and 
Loan  Association  of  Richmond  County,  and  has 
served  as  its  secretary  since  the  time  of  the  organ¬ 
ization.  Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Kaminski,  this 
association  has  grown  rapidly  until  today  it  has  a 
capitalization  of  $2,000,000.  In  1915,  in  association 
with  John  Mojecki,  he  formed  the  firm  of  Kaminski 
and  Mojecki  for  the  sale  and  distribution  of  coal. 
This  corporation  was  dissolved  in  1920,  at  which  time, 
Mr.  Kaminski  established  his  own  coal  business,  with 
offices  and  yards  at  No.  17  Sleight  Street,  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  continues  to  conduct  it  with  much  success. 
In  addition  to  his  own  activities,  he  is  also  vice- 
president  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Richmond  County,  and  is  a 
director  of  the  Staten  Island  Investment  Cor¬ 
poration.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  As¬ 
sumption  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  National 
Polish  Alliance  of  America  of  which  he  was  a  former 
treasurer  and  the  National  Polish  Catholic  Union 
of  America  of  which  he  was  president.  During  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Kaminski  was  active  in  the  Liberty 
Loan  Drives  as  a  member  of  the  Foreign  Loan  Drive 
Committee  for  the  Eastern  District,  and  also  took 
part  in  other  projects  for  the  welfare  of  America 
in  that  struggle. 

On  November  13,  1898,  Mr.  Kaminski  married 
Lottie  Jakubowski,  of  Manhattan  Borough.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kaminski  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
1.  Thaddeus,  now  pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church,  Poughkeespie,  New  York.  2.  Adeline 
M.,  now  Mrs.  William  J.  Mojecki.  3.  Wanda  C., 
now  Mrs.  David  E.  Engels,  of  Port  Richmond. 


JAMES  ELLIOTT  THOMSON  — A  native  of 
Scotland  who  came  to  Staten  Island  at  an  early  age, 
was  educated  here  and  later  became  prominently 
connected  with  the  Health  Department  of  New  York, 
are  some  of  the  interesting  features  in  the  career  of 
James  E.  Thomson.  His  present  work,  however,  is 
with  the  Borden  Farm  Products  Company,  Inc.,  in  the 
capacity  of  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Sanitary  Con¬ 
trol.  Mr.  Thomson  is  a  resident  of  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  everything  for  the 
welfare  of  the  community. 

James  E.  Thomson  was  born  September  12,  1885, 
in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  a  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Wilson)  Thomson  of  that  City.  The  elder  Thom¬ 
son  was  engaged  in  the  building  and  construction 
business  there  until  he  came  to  this  country,  at  which 
time  our  subject  was  but  two  years  of  age.  His  par¬ 
ents  settled  in  Tompkinsville  where  the  elder  Thom¬ 
son  pursued  the  same  occupation  that  he  had  fol¬ 
lowed  in  the  home  country.  The  late  William  T. 
Thomson  resigned  from  active  business  in  1923,  re¬ 
maining  retired  on  Staten  Island  until  December  19, 
1925,  when  his  death  occurred.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  who  is  a  resident  of  New  Brighton.  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Mary  (Wilson)  Thomson  were  the  parents 
of  five  children:  James  E.,  our  subject;  George,  who 
lost  his  life  by  drowning  over  twenty  years  ago; 
William,  died  in  infancy;  Isabelle,  the  wife  of  Edgar 
N.  Stuart;  and  Charles  A.,  the  youngest,  who  re¬ 
sides  in  this  borough. 

James  E.  Thomson  was  educated  in  Public  School 
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No.  3,  after  which  he  attended  Port  Richmond  High 
School  and  graduated  from  this  place  of  learning  in 
1901.  He  then  began  work  for  Ernest  Flagg,  the 
architect,  and  remained  in  this  employment  for  the 
next  five  years.  During  this  period  he  took  several 
courses  in  order  to  further  his  education,  among 
them  being  several  in  architectural  drawing. 

A  long  period  of  service  approximating  twenty- 
one  and  a  half  years  was  then  begun  by  Mr.  Thom¬ 
son  in  his  connection  with  the  city  of  New  York. 
He  spent  a  year  and  a  half  with  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  with  the  Health 
Department.  When  he  entered  the  latter  service  he 
served  as  a  milk  inspector  and  later  became  chief 
of  the  Division  of  Milk  Inspection  and  at  the  time 
of  his  retirement  from  this  department  he  held  the 
position  as  acting  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Food 
and  Drugs.  Finding  that  work  in  the  latter  capacity 
suited  him  well  and  was  the  sort  of  labor  he  wished 
to  continue  he  became  associated  with  the  Borden 
Farm  Products  Company,  Inc.,  on  August  13,  1928. 
His  headquarters  became  the  main  office  of  the  com¬ 
pany  at  No.  no  Hudson  Street,  New  York,  where 
he  is  serving  as  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Sanitary 
Control. 

Mr.  Thomson’s  memberships  are  many,  especially 
in  regard  to  his  fraternal  relationships.  He  is  a 
member  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  No.  701,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  219,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Empire  Commandery,  No.  66,  Knights 
Templar;  and  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  of 
the  Consistory  of  New  York  City.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Long  Grotto;  the 
Staten  Island  Masonic  Club,  the  Municipal  Square 
Club  and  was  Master  of  Beacon  Light  Lodge,  in 
1923.  He  is  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  Rich¬ 
mond  District  and  is  a  member  of  the  Master  and 
Past  Master’s  Association  of  which  he  was  president  in 
1923.  Mr.  Thomson  is  also  an  enthusiastic  lover  of 
the  out-of-doors  and  of  the  sports  and  pleasures 
attendant  with  this  association.  He  is  active  in  civic 
organizations  and  aids  charitable  enterprises,  parti¬ 
cularly  those  within  his  home  district. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  January 
23,  1924,  to  Kathryn  J.  Clark,  daughter  of  Samuel 
M.  and  Susan  (Johnston)  Clark,  both  of  old  Staten 
Island  families.  The  Thomson  residence  is  situated 
at  No.  517  Forest  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 

WILSON  B.  STERNER — An  inherent  capacity 
for  realizing  and  satisfying  the  increasing  demands 
of  the  buying  public  together  with  the  maintaining  of 
his  establishment  upon  a  modern  plan  of  management 
has  aided  Wilson  B.  Sterner  in  the  operating  of  his 
electrical  and  radio  business  in  Port  Richmond.  A 
native  of  Staten  Island  and  ever  willing  to  aid  in  the 
civic  development  of  the  borough  where  he  received 
his  educational  training,  he  acquired  a  sound  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  practical  nature  for  the  carrying  on  of  his 
business  which  today  in  a  large  measure  is  concerned 
with  dealing  in  radios  and  radio  equipment  and  draws 
customers  from  several  Island  districts. 

Wilson  Brown  Sterner  was  born  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  his  parents  being  Harry  Brown  and  Hannah 
(Collins)  Sterner  of  that  town.  He  is  a  brother  of 
Frank  B.  Sterner,  prominent  Staten  Island  contractor 
and  real  estate  dealer,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere 
in  these  volumes. 

The  schooling  of  our  subject  was  received  suc¬ 
cessively  at  Public  Schools  Nos.  21,  19  and  20  and 
at  Curtis  High  School.  He  attended  the  latter  insti¬ 
tution  until  1922  in  which  year  he  began  his  con¬ 


nection  with  the  electrical  business,  being  variously 
employed  for  the  following  six  years.  In  February, 
1928,  after  learning  the  principles  of  his  trade,  he 
decided  to  enter  business  for  himself  and  accord¬ 
ingly  established  his  store  and  work  shop  at  No. 
248  Richmond  Avenue,  Port  Richmond.  He  operated 
this  store  until  November,  1929,  when  he  discontinued 
it,  now  conducting  his  business  from  his  home  at  No. 
81  Lexington  Avenue.  Besides  being  engaged  in  the 
electrical  contracting  work,  Mr.  Sterner  also  serv¬ 
ices  all  types  of  radio  sets  and  has  became  favorably 
recognized  for  his  thoroughness  in  all  the  work  han¬ 
dled  by  him. 

Mr.  Sterner  is  active  in  the  organization  known 
as  the  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics 
and  in  the  work  of  the  Court  of  the  Orient.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Electrical  League  of  Staten  Island, 
and  in  his  religious  association  he  and  his  family 
attend  the  Reformed  Church  of  Port  Richmond. 

Our  subject  married  Bertha  Decker,  daughter  of 
William  L.  and  Anjeanette  B.  Decker,  of  Great 
Kills,  the  ceremony  occurring  October  2,  1926.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sterner  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Lois, 
born  November  16,  1928. 


EDWARD  A.  TAYLOR — Engaged  for  many 
years  in  work  on  Staten  Island,  Edward  A.  Taylor 
not  only  conducts  a  business  of  his  own,  but  serves 
his  municipality  and  city.  Long  a  resident  of  Tot- 
tenville,  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known  on  the  . 
Island,  where  he  has  many  friends  and  business  ac¬ 
quaintances. 

He  was  born  on  June  15,  1886,  and  received  part 
of  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city  of  New  York.  Later  he  attended  Public 
School  No.  1,  in  Tottenville,  Staten  Island.  He 
worked  for  a  time  in  the  main  office  of  the  S.  S. 
White  Dental  Company  under  Gilbert  S.  Barnes, 
whose  biography  appears  in  this  work.  Then,  after 
a  six-year  period,  he  left  that  company  in  March, 

1906,  and  went  with  Appleton  and  Cox,  marine  and 
automobile  insurance  brokers,  remaining  with  this 
enterprise  for  a  year  and  a  month.  At  length,  he 
resigned  to  go  to  the  New  York  Trade  School,  in 
which  he  took  courses  in  electricity  and  from  which 
he  was  graduated  on  May  1,  1908,  as  a  qualified 
electrician.  Since  1910,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
electrical  business  for  himself  in  Tottenville,  and 
over  this  stretch  of  years  has  built  for  himself  a 
deserved  reputation  as  a  leader  in  the  work  which 
he  has  chosen  for  his  career,  both  in  private  and 
public  capacities. 

In  May,  1909,  he  became  associated  with  the  inspec¬ 
tion  forces  of  the  Department  of  Finance  of  the 
five  boroughs  of  New  York,  and  in  this  position 
worked  under  Comptroller  Metz  until  June  17,  1910. 

In  that  year,  he  came  to  the  Borough  of  Richmond, 
where  for  a  year  he  was  with  the  Bureau  of  High¬ 
ways  under  Borough  President  Cromwell.  Then  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Bureau  of  Sewers,  in  which 
he  worked  under  Commissioner  O’Grady,  having 
charge  of  correspondence,  later  becoming  secretary 
and  remained  in  this  position  for  two  years.  He 
was  with  Charles  Cole  in  the  Bureau  of  Sewers  until 
1924,  and  from  1924  onward  has  been  working  under 
Mr.  Nolan,  (q.  v.)  in  the  Bureau  of  Buildings.  His 
varied  work  with  the  city  government  shows  him 
to  be  a  man  whose  talents  are  readily  adaptable 
to  a  number  of  different  types  of  work,  as  well  as 
a  useful  citizen  to  his  community. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  he  is  engaged  in 
real  estate  work,  and  has  handled  a  number  of  trans-  I 
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actions  in  the  course  of  which  considerable  parcels 
of  property  have  changed  hands.  In  his  political 
views,  he  has  always  been  a  Democrat  and  a  supporter 
of  the  local  organization.  He  is  a  committeeman 
representing  the  Fifth  Ward,  of  Staten  Island,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  finance  committee  of  Senator 
Walsh’s  campaign  organization.  Active  in  many 
phases  of  the  public  life  of  his  community,  Mr. 
Taylor  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics,  in  which  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  United  Council  No.  17.  He  was  the  founder  of 
the  Young  Men’s  Business  Association  of  Totten- 
ville,  which  was  organized  in  1913,  and  was  its  pres¬ 
ident  until  1924,  when  it  was  disbanded.  His  religious 
affiliations  is  with  St.  Stephen’s  Episcopal  Church. 

Edward  A.  Taylor  was  twice  married;  (first),  on 
December  14,  1912,  to  Marie  B.  Eilenberger,  de¬ 
ceased,  and  they  had  two  children,  Edward  A.,  and 
Marie  B. ;  (second),  on  April  27,  1918,  to  Margaret 
A.  Napier,  and  they  have  a  son,  James  A. 


MARIA  B.  WILDERMANN — A  proud  claim  of 
Staten  Island  might  be  that  Miss  Wildermann,  known 
for  her  interest  and  work  in  music,  chose  it  from 
among  the  environs  of  the  Metropolitan  district  as 
the  seat  of  the  “Wildermann  Institute  of  Music  and 
Allied  Arts.”  This  institute,  now  slightly  over  a 
decade  old  has  attracted  much  attention,  and  is  rap¬ 
idly  becoming  the  center  here  for  the  promotion  of 
musical  arts. 

As  a  distinguished  pianist,  Maria  B.  Wildermann 
might  be  said  to  be  a  musical  descendant  of  Ludwig 
von  Beethoven,  for  Beethoven’s  famous  pupil,  Czerny, 
was  the  master  of  Theodore  Leschetizky,  the  great 
music  genius  of  Vienna,  with  whom  Miss  Wilder¬ 
mann  studied.  Leschetizky  was  also  the  master  of 
Ignace  Paderewski,  world  renowned  pianist  and  lat¬ 
terly  a  statesman  of  the  new  republic  of  Poland.  It 
was  while  studying  in  Vienna  that  she  made  her 
debut  on  the  concert  stage  and  gained  fame,  though 
but  fourteen  years  of  age.  Later  she  entered  the 
Royal  Conservatory  of  Vienna,  at  the  same  time 
coming  under  the  able  training  of  Leopold  Godow- 
sky  and  his  assistant,  Maurice  Aronson.  While  in 
that  city  she  also  attended  extensive  lecture  courses 
at  the  University  of  Vienna.  When  Mr.  Aronson 
established  himself  in  Berlin  in  1912,  Miss  Wilder¬ 
mann  later  left  for  the  German  capital  to  continue 
her  work  with  this  genius.  After  six  years  of  study 
under  Leschetizky,  she  was  heard  at  intervals  until 
in  1913  in  recitals  and  with  orchestras  at  Vienna 
only.  Then  she  made  a  tour  of  Europe  from  Berlin 
to  Constantinople,  her  progress  being  marked  by  one 
brilliant  triumph  after  another.  In  this  latter  city 
she  was  also  accorded  receptions  and  honors  during 
her  recitals  at  the  three  American  colleges.  When¬ 
ever  she  appeared,  she  not  only  won  her  audiences, 
but  she  also  won  plaudits  from  the  severest  critics, 
who  praised  in  the  highest  terms  her  technique.  Her 
fine  musical  feeling  and  interpretation,  her  sense  of 
dynamics  and  rhythm  were  considered  rare  by  orches¬ 
tral  leaders.  Miss  Wildermann  became  well  known 
in  musical  centers,  and  she  was  commanded  to  appear 
before  the  members  of  the  court  of  Austria.  Among 
her  highly-prized  tokens  of  these  days,  Miss  Wilder¬ 
mann  possesses  a  laurel  wreath  of  silver,  presented 
to  her  by  the  Archduchess  Marie  Valerie,  daughter 
of  the  late  Emperor  Francis  Josef  of  Austria,  as 
well  as  her  autograph  and  autographs  of  Archduchess 
Marie  Annunciata,  the  Duchess  Alice  of  Toscana, 
Princess  Clementine  Metternich  and  her  mother,  the 
famous  Pauline  Sandor-Metternich,  known  in  diplo¬ 


matic  circles  as  the  friend  of  Napoleon  III.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  these  are  others  from  the  late  unfortunate 
Emperor  of  Austria,  Charles  Franz  Josef,  who  died 
in  exile,  and  his  widow,  the  ex- Empress  Zita,  as  well 
as  those  of  her  mother,  Marie  Antoine  of  Bourbon 
and  .  Braganza,  known  as  the  Duchess  of  Parma. 
During  the  latter  years  of  her  concert  work  when 
she  appeared  before  an  American  public,  the  cor¬ 
diality  of  her  reception  was  not  a  whit  less  enthusi¬ 
astic  than  that  accorded  her  in  European  cities.  One 
of  her  first  appearances  in  this  country  was  at  Car¬ 
negie  Hall,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  1914.  Two 
years  later  she  appeared  in  Schwab  Hall  at  the 
Pennsylvania  State  College,  still  later  giving  a  per¬ 
sonally  directed  recital  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Read¬ 
ing,  Pennsylvania,  at  which  affair  the  entire  hall  was 
reserved.  The  assembly  hall  at  Hotel  Plaza,  New 
York,  in  1918,  and  Aeolian  Hall,  in  this  city,  in  1921, 
were  the  scenes  of  other  successes  of  Miss  Wilder¬ 
mann. 

But  to  have  gained  her  position  as  a  concert  artist 
was  not  Miss  Wildermann’s  only  claim  to  eminence. 
Josef  Klafsky,  the  famous  Viennese  critic,  said  of 
her:  “Mary  Wildermann  possesses  the  rare  distinc¬ 
tion  of  not  alone  being  a  genuine  artist,  but  is  a 
highly-gifted  teacher,  which  combination  is  given  but 
to  a  chosen  few.”  In  one  of  the  foremost  institutions 
of  Vienna,  the  Marien  Academy,  her  gift  of  impart¬ 
ing  her  knowledge  and  of  training  others  shone  bril¬ 
liantly,  and  several  of  her  pupils  were  later  accepted 
in  the  Meisterschule  for  piano  of  the  Royal  Con¬ 
servatory.  At  this  point  in  Miss  Wildermann’s  ca¬ 
reer  came  the  Great  War,  with  its  devastating  results, 
and  as  happened  in  innumerable  cases,  all  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  Wildermann  family  was  swept  away  in 
the  general  ruin  that  followed,  leaving  her  widowed 
mother  needful  of  her  assistance.  In  order  to  lead 
to  this  point  of  her  career  and  carry  it  on  to  the 
present  time,  it  is  well  to  given  biographically  the 
important  features  and  events  of  her  life. 

Her  father  was  John  Wildermann  of  an  old  Ger¬ 
man  family,  who  had  lived  in  the  city  of  Oldenburg 
and  in  later  years  was  a  merchant  of  Vienna,  which 
occupation  lead  to  his  becoming  a  representative  of 
a  famous  Austrian  porcelain  establishment.  In  1900, 
while  on  a  business  trip  to  America,  he  unhappily 
met  death  in  a  railroad  accident  in  Pennsylvania. 
Miss  Wildermann’s  mother  who  was  Elizabeth  B. 
Stoeckler  before  her  marriage  and  a  descendant  of 
an  ancient  lineage  in  the  Tyrol  district  of  Austria, 
had  accompanied  her  husband  with  their  two-year- 
old  daughter,  Maria,  to  this  country  during  that  year, 
to  visit  some  of  her  relatives  who  had  come  to  this 
country  in  the  years  past.  Mrs.  Wildermann  also  had 
a  sister  living  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
cousin,  Mrs.  Josephine  Kloman.  The  latter  was  the 
daughter-in-law  of  Charles  Kloman  who  had  spon¬ 
sored  Andrew  Carnegie  in  his  steel  venture.  The 
bereaved  wife  received  the  sad  news  about  her  hus¬ 
band  with  fortitude  and  in  time  established  herself 
and  daughter  in  Pittsburgh  with  her  sister.  Little 
Maria  Wildermann  attended  school  in  that  city  for 
a  time,  and  early  showing  a  promising  musical  tal¬ 
ent  she  was  sent  abroad  in  1905  to  her  native  Vienna 
to  study.  There  she  remained  for  the  next  ten  years 
as  is  previously  described.  The  great  havoc  among 
the  nations  of  Europe,  which  had  started  in  August, 
1914,  naturally  upset  her  plans  for  further  study, 
but  being  resourceful  in  this  emergency,  she  met 
the  crisis  with  her  characteristic  strength  of  will 
and  within  a  few  months  of  that  time  she  managed 
to  make  her  way  back  to  her  adopted  land  and  re- 
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joined  her  widowed  mother.  The  whole  music  world 
was  affected  at  the  time  and  this  influenced  Miss 
Wildermann  to  take  up  a  commercial  career  for  the 
time  being,  at  least.  In  the  latter  part  of  1915  she 
became  engaged  as  a  correspondent  in  the  great 
Wanamaker  department  store  in  New  York.  To  her 
other  accomplishments  she  was  now  adding  a  prac¬ 
tical  knowledge  of  business  which  was  to  later  serve 
her  in  an  invaluable  manner.  Her  knowledge  of 
language  was  a  help  to  her  in  this  relation.  During 
her  employment  at  Wanamaker’s,  the  management 
heard  of  her  concert  work  through  a  program  which 
by  chance  was  found  and  she  was  immediately  in¬ 
vited  to  play  in  their  large  auditorium.  Feeling  that 
her  training  and  her  recognized  ability  were  deserving 
of  some  remuneration,  which  was  contrary  to  the 
firm’s  principal  to  offer,  she  declined  to  perform.  The 
remaining  portion  of  her  time,  however,  at  this  store 
was  enhanced,  hence  she  was  transferred  to  the  staff’s 
offices  where  she  became  assistant  manager  of  adjust¬ 
ments.  In  1920,  after  leaving  Wanamaker’s  she  next 
became  associated  with  a  banking  and  investment 
house  in  the  Wall  Street  district  of  Manhattan.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  period  she  narrowly  escaped  injury  when  the 
great  explosion  of  1922  took  place  at  the  corner  of 
Wall  and  Broad  streets.  Miss  Wildermann  was  in¬ 
vited  to  take  luncheon  at  a  place  in  Nassau  Street 
but  on  account  of  insufficient  time  to  do  so,  went  in 
the  opposite  direction,  just  a  block  away  to  Broad 
Street  and  Exchange  Place.  While  dining  at  the 
latter  place,  the  shock  was  of  sufficient  force  to 
nearly  wreck  the  place  and  slightly  injure  some  of 
the  occupants.  Except  for  a  few  scratches  and  a 
scare,  she  came  out  safely.  Her  experience  in  the 
financial  district  further  added  to  her  training  and 
gave  her  an  insight  in  the  executive  departments  of 
business. 

In  the  mean  time,  she  had  been  visiting  friends 
on  Staten  Island  whom  she  had  met  in  Budapest 
and  Vienna.  Hopes  were  still  surging  in  her  to  resume 
musical  work,  thus  it  seemed  decreed  that  here  on  this 
island  was  her  future  place  of  activity.  On  the 
other  hand  it  was  her  plan  to  return  to  Europe  but 
destiny  willed  it  otherwise.  She  became  interested 
in  a  young  student  of  music,  who  was  struggling  with 
inadequate  assistance  to  obtain  a  musical  education. 
The  results  were  so  successful  that  within  a  few 
months  others  heard  of  it,  requesting  her  to  take  them 
also  under  her  guidance.  Slowly  a  realization  of  what 
might  be  accomplished  dawned  on  Miss  Wildermann’s 
vision.  She  would  not  become  a  music  teacher,  but 
she  would  establish  on  Staten  Island,  in  this  ideally 
beautiful  spot,  so  near  to  the  great  city,  an  institu¬ 
tion  that  would  give  to  student  and  to  teacher  the 
same  education  and  privileges  as  found  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  In  1918,  as  a  consequence,  with 
her  mother  and  her  aunt  she  came  to  the  island  and 
located  at  Fort  Wadsworth.  In  the  following  year 
she  founded  the  Wildermann  Institute  of  Music  and 
the  Allied  Arts,  using  her  newly  acquired  knowledge 
of  business  in  its  organization  and  management.  She 
gathered  about  her  a  faculty  of  artists  who  have  all, 
at  one  time  or  another,  been  associated  with  such 
masters  as  Theodore  Leschetizky,  Leopold  Godow- 
sky,  Otakar  Sevcik,  Hugo  Heermann,  Etelka  Gerster, 
de  Sonty  Riedel,  Cosima  Wagner  and  others,  each 
in  his  own  department  a  musician  of  broad  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  teacher  and  of  high  merit  as  a  public 
artist.  A  student  who  has  completed  the  required 
course  at  the  Wildermann  Institute  has  done  the 
identical  work  of  the  conservatories  of  Europe.  If 
talent,  ability  and  desire  then  warrant  a  trip  abroad 
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for  breadth  of  experience  and  inspiration,  Miss  Wil¬ 
dermann  encourages  such  desires  and  there  her  influ¬ 
ence  helps  to  open  the  way  for  them  to  appear  in 
public. 

The  comparatively  brief  history  of  this  institute 
has  confirmed  Miss  Wildermann’s  belief  in  the  op¬ 
portunity  afforded  just  such  a  conservatory.  Students 
have  sought  entrance  from  the  different  boroughs  of 
New  York  and  from  other  places  as  well,  and  Normal 
courses,  in  which  the  founder  takes  especial  inter¬ 
est,  are  attracting  an  ever  increasing  number  of 
teachers  to  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to 
master  the  latest  and  best  thought  on  the  subject  of 
musical  pedagogy.  Since  1919,  removals  changed  the 
addresses  of  the  institute,  first  to  Nicholas  Street, 
New  Brighton,  then  to  No.  76  Bay  Street,  near 
Tompkinsville  and  in  November,  1928  when  success 
seemed  evident,  Miss  Wildermann  with  courage  as¬ 
sumed  perhaps  the  largest  financial  responsibility  of 
her  life.  The  splendid  Colonial  residence  at  No.  58 
Central  Avenue,  St.  George,  overlooking  the  bay 
with  a  view  to  the  towers  of  Manhattan,  formerly 
owned  by  the  Gans  family,  was  purchased  by  her. 
On  a  plot  seventy-five  by  two  hundred  feet,  this 
imposing  house  stands,  well  terraced  and  landscaped 
with  a  designation  over  its  portals  indicating,  Wilder¬ 
mann  Institute  of  Music  and  Allied  Arts.  Within 
are  many  rooms,  a  number  converted  for  the  use  of 
special  departments  in  music  and  others  are  the  liv¬ 
ing  quarters  of  Miss  Wildermann  and  some  for  the 
faculty.  Here,  on  class  days,  in  a  small  well  planned 
auditorium,  the  students  have  opportunity  and  a 
chance  for  public  performance.  Successful  candidates 
at  the  institute  receive  diplomas  for  efficiency  at  the 
piano,  organ,  violin,  voice,  flute,  cello,  languages, 
dancing,  and  for  the  course  in  harmony,  theory  and 
the  history  of  music.  Any  of  her  students  who  have 
an  institute  certificate  in  this  latter  course  are  allowed 
to  take  advanced  examinations  at  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity,  Hunter  College  and  at  the  Catholic  University 
in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  They  are  also 
allowed  to  attend  the  International  Music  .Courses 
in  Austria  held  at  Salzburg,  Austria,  the  birthplace 
of  Mozart,  and  at  Vienna.  The  president  of  Austria 
is  honorary  president  of  this  movement,  for  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  music.  Certificates  and  diplomas  are 
awarded  and  the  students  are  brought  in  contact 
with  the  great  masters  of  the  Old  World. 

The  Wildermann  institute,  beginning  1930,  had  an 
enrollment  of  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  stu¬ 
dents.  In  the  auditorium,  monthly  recitals  are  given, 
then  on  occasions  during  mid  terms  other  recitals 
are  rendered  by  the  undergraduates  at  the  Staten 
Island  Academy  and  the  important  events  are  the 
graduation  exercises  held  in  October  of  each  year  at 
Town  Hall,  New  York.  There  they  are  assisted  by 
a  large  orchestra  made  up  of  members  of  the  Phil¬ 
harmonic  of  this  city. 

The  Feldman  Auditorium  at  Curtis  High  School, 
conveniently  located,  also  affords  a  commodious  con¬ 
cert  hall  for  recitals,  which  extend  the  benefits  of 
the  institute  to  all  the  friends  and  residents  of  Staten 
Island.  A  most  unique  and  fitting  memorial,  dedicated 
to  Ludwig  von  Beethoven  was  given  here  on  the 
Centennial  Anniversary  of  his  death,  March  26,  1927, 
by  the  advanced  pupils  of  the  institute.  Miss  Wilder¬ 
mann  assisted  in  preparing  the  program  and  imper¬ 
sonated  Beethoven’s  great  benefactress,  Princess 
Esterhazy.  The  Master’s  supposed  last  composition, 
which  bears  the  date,  November,  1826,  was  rendered 
by  Signor  Gasparino,  accompanied  by  Mathilda  and 
Samuel  Sanntorzic,  violins,  and  Yetta  Sanntorzic, 
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pianist.  For  this  the  words  composed  by  Miss  Wil- 
dermann  were: 

From  the  depth  of  soul  unfold  the  golden  tones 
That  spread  their  message  of  love  and  hope. 

When  life’s  burdens  come  is  it  not  these  treasured 
thoughts 

That  span  the  gap  and  renew  my  faith  in  mankind?' 
Sorrow  falls  before  these  mighty  swords  of  tones 
And  restores  my  faith  as  evermore. 

Peaceful  strains  of  song  and  melody 

Sway  my  spirit’s  lofty  aims 

And  beneath  the  shielding  wings  of  hope 

I  soar  to  havens  of  bliss  and  joy 

Moments  of  pride  and  moments  of  triumph 

All  inspiration  is  born  anew 

Visions  of  loved  ones  pass  before  me 

In  my  last  dreams  of  sweet  and  hallowed  memory. 

On  various  occasions  programs  exhibiting  the  work 
of  great  artists  are  done  by  her  students  in  the  form 
of  soloists,  choruses,  orchestral  playing,  operas,  his¬ 
tory,  literature,  physical  culture,  dancing  and  fencing. 
In  addition  to  this  Miss  Wildermann  also  gives 
lecture  courses  with  slides. 

Her  work  has  been  commented  upon  by  various 
papers,  magazines  and  other  news  vehicles.  The 
“Musical  Courier”  of  October,  1929,  described  her 
graduation  recital  and  the  “Musician”  in  February, 
I93°>  devoted  a  full  page  account  of  her  career  under 
the  caption,  “The  Story  of  a  Music  Teacher  Who 
Was  Willing  to  Take  a  Chance.” 

Notwithstanding  the  tax  upon  her  time  and  means, 
Miss  Maria  B.  Wildermann,  nevertheless,  takes  a  keen 
interest  in  affairs  that  influence  the  island.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  has 
other  associations  of  a  cultural  and  social  nature.  Her 
accomplishment  here  in  such  a  comparatively  short 
time  was  not  gained  without  a  struggle,  for  back  of 
all  this  activity  Miss  Wildermann  could  add  pages, 
so  to  speak,  “of  behind  the  scenes.” 


GENERAL  CHARLES  GRATIOT  BART¬ 
LETT — Ever  since  the  world  began  there  have  been 
women  whose  personal  beauty  and  intellectual  charm 
have  been  the  object  of  tribute  from  various  sources, 
and  often,  men  especially,  when  paying  such  esteem, 
have  been  inspired  to  their  greatest  accomplishments. 
The  Richmond  County  “Herald”  of  December  12, 
1896,  apparently  had  some  remembrance  of  this  in 
the  words  used  to  announce  the  marriage  of  General 
Charles  Gratiot  Bartlett  to  Rachel  L.  Buckbee. 

General  Bartlett  was  born  September  7,  1835,  at 
West  Point,  where  his  father,  William  H.  C.  Bart¬ 
lett,  was  professor  of  Natural  and  Experimental 
Philosophy  at  the  United  States  Military  Academy, 
and  the  author  of  text  books  on  mechanics,  acoustics, 
optics,  and  spherical  astronomy  for  the  use  of  stu¬ 
dents  of  higher  mathematics.  The  son’s  early  life, 
1852  to  1861,  was  spent  in  commercial  lines,  though 
he  was  also  a  member  of  the  7th  Regiment  of  New 
York  in  the  latter  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
Civil  War  he  enlisted  and  on  April  17,  1861,  became 
a  sergeant,  and  on  May  5  of  the  same  year  captain 
of  the  5th  New  York  Infantry.  For  thirty-two  years 
he  served  his  country  as  an  army  officer,  retiring  on 
May  1,  1893,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general. 
During  these  years  he  served  through  the  Civil  War, 
taking  part  in  the  Battle  of  Big  Bethel  on  June  10, 
1861,  Gettysburg  July  2,  3,  and  4,  1863,  and  Resaca 
May  14  and  15,  1864.  After  the  Civil  War  he  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  regular  army  and  was  stationed  at 
various  times  in  the  Western  States,  guarding  the 
construction  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  in  Wyom¬ 
ing  and  at  frontier  stations  in  Texas,  Arizona,  Cali¬ 


fornia,  and  Minnesota.  In  1891,  he  had  reached  the 
rank  of  colonel  and  was  stationed  at  Madison  Bar¬ 
racks,  Watertown,  New  York,  until  he  retired.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  army  service  he  had  many  important  com¬ 
mands  and  assignments  and  received  recognition  from 
the  administrations  at  Washington  and  was  brought 
in  contact  with  many  notable  persons  and  assem¬ 
blages.  The  general  was  at  this  time  only  fifty- 
eight  years  of  age  and,  with  white  mustache  and 
imperial,  and  erect  carriage,  made  an  imposing  mili¬ 
tary  figure.  His  choice  of  Hart  Park  on  Staten 
Island  as  his  permanent  home  was  a  source  of  grati¬ 
fication  to  its  residents.  He  had  two  sons,  Charles 
G.  Bartlett  and  John  Schofield  Bartlett. 

In  the  meantime  Miss  Rachel  L.  Buckbee  had  be¬ 
come  the  bride  at  nineteen  of  the  brilliant  son  of  a 
successful  steamship  operator,  and  had  been  left  a 
widow  with  a  young  son.  This  son,  Henry  H.  Buck¬ 
bee,  after  studying  at  Harvard  became  an  outstand¬ 
ing  young  newspaper  man  and  after  his  mother  had 
married  General  Bartlett,  in  1896,  he  volunteered  in 
the  Spanish-American  War  and  was  stationed  at 
Santiago  de  Cuba  in  1899. 

This  family  in  Hart  Park,  after  thus  being  sep¬ 
arated  from  the  son,  were  destined  to  suffer  a  greater 
loss.  On  June  14,  1901,  General  Bartlett,  then  in  his 
sixty- fourth  year,  was  a  passenger  on  the  ferry  boat 
“Northfield,”  and  was  drowned  in  the  disaster  which 
overtook  her. 

For  thirty  years  following  this  misfortune,  Mrs. 
Bartlett  has  continued  to  live  in  Hart  Park,  well 
known  for  her  brilliant  conversation  and  her  inter¬ 
est  in  nature,  birds  and  flowers.  Her  son,  who  hap¬ 
pily  survived  the  hardships  of  the  campaign  in  Cuba, 
though  with  impaired  health,  lives  with  her. 


ADA  R.  SINGER — An  attorney-at-law  and  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  purpose  and  energy  with  which  the 
women  of  the  present  day  are  entering  professions 
and  making  their  presence  felt  is  Ada  R.  Singer,  the 
youngest  member  of  the  Richmond  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  1929.  Her  thorough  training  for  a  legal 
career,  coupled  with  an  auspicious  beginning,  has 
already  earned  her  the  respect  of  her  fellow-citizens 
and  members  of  the  bar. 

Miss  Singer  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Fannie  (Simon)  Singer.  She  has  a 
sister,  Mildred,  and  both  girls  graduated  from  Public 
School  No.  14  in  Stapleton,  and  Curtis  High  School, 
as  well.  There  was  also  another  sister,  Sylvia  L.,  who 
died  young.  Their  father  came  to  Staten  Island  with 
his  parents,  Abraham  and  Annie  (Sindler)  Singer,  at 
several  years  of  age,  thus  making  the  Singer  family 
among  the  first  of  Jewish  nationality  to  settle  in  this 
borough.  Abraham  Singer,  his  wife  and  three  oldest 
children,  then  born  to  them,  came  to  America  about 
1888  from  Germany.  Miss  Singer’s  father  conducts 
a  well-established  wholesale  and  retail  glass  business 
at  No.  212  Broad  Street,  Stapleton.  He  takes  a  keen 
interest  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  Island  at  large, 
and  particularly  in  matters  of  a  civic  nature.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association,  the 
Democratic  organization  in  his  district  of  which  he 
is  vice-president,  and  the  Stapleton  Business  Associa¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Singer  had  five  brothers  and  three  sisters, 
Louis,  Minnie,  deceased,  Sarah,  Morris,  Philip,  Ben¬ 
jamin,  Alexander  and  Julia. 

After  finishing  a  thorough  preliminary  schooling, 
Miss  Ada  R.  Singer  entered  New  York  University, 
studying  law  at  the  law  school  within  the  university 
and  being  graduated  with  the  class  of  1926.  She 
almost  immediately  took  up  the  profession  for  which 
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she  had  prepared  and  is  at  present  the  only  active 
woman  attorney  before  the  bar  of  Richmond  County, 
having  passed  her  bar  examinations  upon  her  very 
first  attempt. 

Miss  Singer  accepts  her  legal  practice,  not  as  a 
convenient  pastime,  nor  a  proud  accomplishment,  but 
rather  as  a  serious  achievement,  a  life  work  which 
must  be  perfected,  an  ambition  that  must  eventually 
mean  success.  She  believes  devoutly  in  a  method  of 
legal  procedure  that  is  marked  by  conciliatory  tactics 
whenever  they  are  possible  and  opposed  to  long 
drawn-out,  expensive  public  court  hearings. 

Miss  Singer  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County 
Bar  Association.  In  connection  with  her  alma  mater 
she  is  a  former  president  of  the  Omega  Phi  Sorority, 
a  well-known  collegiate  organization,  and  a  member 
of  the  New  York  University  Society.  Besides  these 
Miss  Singer  is  a  member  of  the  Jewish  Community 
Center  of  Staten  Island,  is  secretary  of  the  Civic  and 
Communal  Committee  of  this  organization  and  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Junior  Hadassah.  By  political  persua¬ 
sion  she  is  of  the  Democratic  party  and  is  an  accom¬ 
plished  singer  and  a  student  of  music.  During  their 
residence  on  the  Island  the  Singer  family  has  lived 
also  in  New  Brighton. 


SIGURD  EUGENE  SORENSEN— Throughout 
Staten  Island’s  confines  there  are  an  unusually  large 
number  of  firms  engaged  in  the  building  and  con¬ 
tracting  business  of  which  one  of  the  most  efficient 
and  well-established  concerns  is  that  of  Sorensen  and 
Ulriksen.  This  company  is  located  in  Great  Kills. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm,  Sigurd  Eugene 
Sorensen,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Tonsberg,  Norway, 
April  25,  1892.  His  parents  were  Kristopher  and 
Mathilda  (Anderson)  Sorensen,  both  of  whom,  in 
time,  settled  in  this  country  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn. 
The  elder  Sorensen  was  for  years  a  sea  captain, 
being  engaged  with  an  English  steamship  company. 
Their  other  children  were:  Christina,  Melvin  and 
Rachel.  Christina  married  Rudolph  Ulriksen,  who  is 
referred  to  as  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Sorensen  and 
Ulriksen. 

Sigurd  E.  Sorensen  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  home  town  for  a  period  of  seven  years  after 
which  he,  in  1907,  journeyed  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
with  his  parents  to  the  United  States.  His  first 
employment  in  this  country  was  in  Brooklyn,  where 
he  was  engaged  for  a  time  as  a  carpenter  for  the 
Franko  Construction  Company.  Gradually  he  worked 
his  way  forward  to  a  position  as  a  foreman  in  this 
factory  but  later  on  he  came  to  believe  that  Staten 
Island  would  prove  a  better  place  in  which  to  earn  a 
livelihood  as  a  carpenter  and  builder.  So  he  removed 
to  Staten  Island  in  1922  and  two  years  later  formed 
a  partnership  with  Rudolph  Ulriksen,  in  the  building 
and  contracting  profession.  Though  this  firm  has 
been  in  existence  for  little  more  than  four  years  the 
large  amount  of  business  that  it  handles  and  the 
efficiency  of  the  men  employed  therein  is  little  short 
of  amazing.  From  1924  to  1927  the  company  built 
fifty  houses,  while  since  October,  1927,  eleven  other 
dwellings  have  been  completed.  Most  of  this  con¬ 
struction  work  has  been  done  in  the  vicinity  of  Great 
Kills,  Eltingville  and  Grant  City. 

Mr.  Sorensen,  who  with  his  partner,  oversees  most 
of  the  actual  work  of  building  looks  forward  to  a 
period  of  continued  prosperity  during  the  next  few 
years  and  feels  certain  that  the  company  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  known  for  its  integrity  and  splendid  work¬ 
manship  as  one  of  the  best  on  the  Island.  The  place 
of  business  is  at  No.  4012  Hylan  Boulevard.  Mr. 


Sorensen’s  chief  delight  is  in  his  home  and  family.  He 
is  much  interested  in  the  past  history  of  Staten  Island, 
of  its  people  and  institutions,  and  is  keenly  alive  to 
the  civic  interests  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond  County  Yacht 
Club,  and  with  his  brother-in-law  and  business  part¬ 
ner,  Rudolph  Ulriksen,  owns  a  beautiful  sailing  boat 
that  came  from  Norway  and  is  called  “The  Import.” 
During  the  past  three  seasons  he  and  his  partner 
have  succeeded  in  winning  nineteen  cups,  among  them 
being  the  Commodore  Cup  of  the  Richmond  County 
Yacht  Club,  a  prize  they  won  in  both  1925  and  1926. 
They  also  were  victorious  in  the  Atlantic  Yacht  Club 
races  for  three  years  and  won  almost  no  end  of  first 
prizes. 

On  December  10,  1916,  Mr.  Sorensen  married 
Christine  Stocke,  a  daughter  of  Karl  and  Karen  (Sol- 
berg)  Stocke,  the  elder  Stocke  being  a  wholesale 
merchant  in  Horten,  Norway.  To  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  the  following  children:  Marie,  Christine, 
Johanna,  Karl,  Markus  and  Karen.  Of  these,  Marie, 
Karl,  and  Christine,  the  latter,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Sor-  • 
ensen,  came  to  the  United  States,  settled  on  Staten 
Island  and  the  rest  of  the  family  remained  in  the 
Fatherland.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sorensen  two  children 
were  born:  1.  Elaine,  who  at  eleven  years  of  age 
attends  public  school  in  Great  Kills.  2.  Doris,  aged 
three  years. 

THOMAS  McB.  SILVIE— Nearly  two  score 
years  of  continuous  service  in  the  funeral  directing 
profession  is  the  record  of  Silvie  and  Son,  of  Port 
Richmond.  Of  this  firm  Thomas  McB.  Silvie  is  the 
junior  partner,  his  father  being  the  founder.  Their 
establishment  is  located  at  No.  69  Richmond  Avenue, 
and  both  partners  are  very  well  known  hereabouts. 

Isaac  A.  Silvie,  father  of  Mr.  Silvie,  was  born  on 
Staten  Island,  October  29,  1842.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  the  Foresters  of  America,  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  married  Isabel 
Doyle,  who  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  of  a  family 
which  has  been  resident  on  the  Island  for  over  one 
hundred  years. 

Thomas  McB.  Silvie,  son  of  Isaac  A.  and  Isabel 
(Doyle)  Silvie,  is  also  a  native  of  Staten  Island. 
Here  he  attended  the  public  high  schools  and  then 
became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  embalming 
and  funeral  directing  business,  in  which  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  for  the  past  twenty  years.  The  firm  of  Silvie 
and  Son  is  among  the  oldest  here  and  has  built  up  a 
large  clientele,  the  younger  Mr.  Silvie  having  charge 
of  the  management  of  the  business.  Fraternally,  he  is 
identified  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons ;  Friendship  Council,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters ;  with  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and  he  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade. 

Thomas  McB.  Silvie  is  married  to  Louise  E.  Von 
Der  Osten,  who  was  born  on  Staten  Island.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Silvie  have  no  children. 


FRANKLYN  EDGAR  HAYNES— Conspicuous 
in  the  history  of  Staten  Island  has  been  the  solicitude 
of  its  citizens  for  the  welfare  and  attractiveness  of 
their  respective  communities.  Residential  sections 
possessing  homes  of  charm  and  refinement  have  con¬ 
stituted  a  large  portion  of  the  territory  of  this  bor¬ 
ough  and  in  this  respect  the  village  of  Westerleigh, 
formerly  known  as  Prohibition  Park,  has  served  as 
one  of  foremost  illustrations.  During  the  latter  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century  when  the  residential  beauty 
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of  this  section  was  at  its  height,  one  of  the  families 
to  purchase  a  splendid  home  on  Jewett  Avenue  was 
that  of  Haynes,  the  present  members  of  which  main¬ 
tain  this  dwelling  place  at  the  present  time.  This 
narrative  contains  a  review  of  the  Haynes  family 
since  its  early  settlement  in  Massachusetts,  its  able 
representation  in  patriotic  and  civic  causes  and  a 
sketch  of  the  late  Franklyn  (Frank)  E.  Haynes  who 
came  to  Staten  Island  more  than  a  half  century  ago. 

The  Haynes  family  was  originally  seated  in  Eng¬ 
land  in  Sutton  Mandifield,  County  of  Wilts,  where 
its  members  were  long  resident.  The  first  of  this 
branch  to  come  to  America  was  Walter  Hayne 
or  (Haynes),  who  with  his  family  and  servants, 
sailed  from  Southampton  April  24,  1638,  on  the 
sailing  vessel,  the  “Confidence.”  The  list  of  passengers 
comprises  Walter  Hayne;  his  wife,  Elizabeth;  three 
sons,  Thomas,  John  and  Josias,  all  under  sixteen 
years  of  age;  two  daughters,  Sufferance  and  Mary 
and  three  servants.  Staunch  folk  of  the  Puritan 
faith  who  were  withal,  a  practical,  energetic  and 
liberty-loving  people,  they  embarked  from  their 
native  land  at  a  time  when  England  was  in  an  un¬ 
settled  condition,  religiously  and  politically. 

Arriving  safely  in  a  new  country  where  all  thoughts 
of  sharing  the  conveniences  and  luxuries  of  the  home 
land  were  abandoned,  they  entered  upon  the  work  of 
building  homes  and  worshipped  in  their  own  right 
with  a  zeal  and  fortitude  that  bespoke  their  true  char¬ 
acter.  As  pioneers  they  were,  for  the  most  part,  young 
people,  self-reliant  and  well-equipped  to  shoulder 
the  duties  that  lay  before  them.  Skill  in  manual 
labor,  an  urgent  requirement  in  the  settlement  of  a 
new  community,  was  relished  by  the  majority  of  their 
number,  who  set  about  to  found  the  town  of  Sudbury, 
Massachusetts,  in  this  same  year,  1638. 

Walter  Haynes  is  listed  in  Sudbury  as  a  freeman, 
February  14,  1665.  As  one  of  the  foremost  residents 
in  the  community,  he  was  a  landholder,  represented 
the  town  in  the  General  Court  in  1641,  1644,  1648, 
1651  and  served  as  a  selectman  for  ten  years.  He 
undoubtedly  was  the  builder  of  one  of  the  first  homes 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  a  dwelling  that  came 
to  be  known  as  the  “Haynes  Garrison.”  At  one  time 
he  acted  in  a  civil  capacity  as  witness  to  a  contract 
calling  for  the  erection  of  an  early  bridge  in  the 
town  by  one  Ambrose  Leech,  and  the  name,  Walter 
Haynes,  appears  on  this  contract  and  several  others 
of  the  time.  He  was  also  instrumental  in  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  town  meeting  house.  Following  his  death, 
February  14,  1665,  his  will  mentions  Thomas,  his  son, 
as  being  away  from  home  and  a  daughter,  Sufferance, 
as  being  the  wife  of  Joseph  Treadway,  and  Mary,  the 
other  daughter,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Noyes.  The 
document  also  disposes  of  a  tenement  owned  by  him 
in  Shaston,  Dorsetshire,  England. 

The  coming  of  Walter  Haynes  to  Sudbury  marked 
the  beginning  of  that  family  there  and  was  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  numerous  generations  to  come.  John  Haynes, 
his  son,  a  local  landholder,  together  with  Thomas 
Noyes,  aided  later  in  the  settlement  of  Worcester, 
several  miles  west  of  Sudbury.  Within  the  town  of 
Sudbury  itself  it  is  recorded  that  members  of  the 
Haynes  family  lived  later  in  more  than  one  district 
of  the  village  and  that  they  held  prominent  offices,  both 
of  a  military  and  civil  character. 

With  the  incoming  of  King  Philip’s  War  the 
old  Haynes  Garrison  was  subjected  to  an  Indian 
attack  of  great  severity.  Many  lives  were  lost  in 
a  battle  that  was  waged  about  its  portals,  with 
the  result  that  the  very  heart  of  the  Indian  rebel¬ 
lion  was  broken  down  by  the  stout-hearted  resis¬ 
tance  of  the  townsmen  who  barricaded  themselves 


in  the  old  house  and  later  left  their  posts  to  carry  on 
a  successful  counter-attack.  Heavy  damage  to  the 
village,  however,  was  inflicted  by  the  Indians  who  pil¬ 
laged  and  burned  valuable  property  and  residences. 
Thus,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  full  account 
of  individual  losses  was  rendered  and  in  this  report 
Deacon  John  Haynes  and  his  brother,  Josiah,  were 
listed  among  the  heaviest  losers.  The  former’s  prop¬ 
erty  loss  was  valued  at  180  pounds,  the  latter’s  190. 
A  few  years  later  when  the  town  was  being  rehabil¬ 
itated  John  Haynes  was  entrusted  with  the  task  of 
building  a  new  meetinghouse. 

In  the  very  early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century 
one  notices  that  the  name  of  John  Haynes,  Jr.,  ap¬ 
pears  on  many  of  the  official  town  documents  and 
petitions.  Later  on  the  names  of  David  and  James 
Haynes  are  signed  on  old  church  records.  Others 
prominently  mentioned  in  the  Fourth  French  and 
Indian  War  are  Phineas  Haynes,  a  member  of  Cap¬ 
tain  John  Nixon’s  Company  in  1756;  Moses  Haynes 
of  the  same  company  in  1761  and  Captain  Aaron 
Haynes,  an  officer  within  the  “troop  of  horse”  in  Sud¬ 
bury  in  1771. 

The  next  tangible  record  of  the  activities  of  the 
Haynes  family  comes,  however,  with  the  advent  of 
the  War  of  the  Revolution  when  Captain  Aaron 
Haynes  commanded  a  Sudbury  company  that  marched 
to  Concord  on  that  memorable  day,  April  19,  1775, 
and  participated  in  the  stirring  events  that  took  place 
there.  Previously,  when  war  had  seemed  imminent 
in  November  of  1774,  he  had  taken  charge  of  this 
unit  which  was  called  the  North  Militia  Company 
of  the  West  Side  of  Sudbury. 

After  having  successfully  aided  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  troops  in  Massachusetts  during  the  early  part 
of  the  war  and  having  his  son,  Aaron  Haynes,  Jr., 
as  one  of  the  soldiers  under  his  guidance,  Captain 
Haynes  was,  in  the  spring  of  1777,  placed  in  com¬ 
mand  of  a  company  at  Peekskill,  New  York.  Sev¬ 
eral  other  Sudbury  men  left  their  native  State  for 
New  York  in  order  to  train  new  soldiers  in  the  art 
of  warfare. 

Among  the  members  of  the  Haynes  family  to  give 
their  lives  to  the  cause  of  the  colonies  were  Joshua 
Haynes,  Jr.,  of  Captain  Aaron’s  company,  who  was 
killed  at  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  in  June  of  1775. 
and  Deacon  Josiah  Haynes,  aged  eighty,  killed  pre¬ 
viously  in  the  brisk  skirmishing  around  Lexington 
and  Concord.  One  Joshua  Haynes  was  wounded  in 
the  Bunker  Hill  engagement  while  another  represen¬ 
tative,  Daniel  Haynes,  was  listed  among  those  “Taken 
Prisoner  and  Never  Heard  Of.”  Others  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  to  participate  in  the  war  were  Moses,  Israel, 
James,  John  and  Charles  Haynes. 

With  the  dawn  of  a  new  century,  documents  show 
that  the  people  of  Sudbury  were  wont  to  discuss  the 
changes  in  the  customs,  manners  and  dress  of  the 
populace.  One  of  its  residents,  Mrs.  Israel  Haynes, 
who  had  attained  the  age  of  eighty,  was  well-versed 
in  such  questions  and  described  accurately  life  in  old 
Sudbury  in  former  years,  as  recorded  at  length  in 
the  “History  of  Sudbury.”  She  was  evidently  the 
widow  of  Israel  Haynes,  who  served  in  the  Revolution. 

The  next  reference  to  the  Haynes  family  is  found 
in  1828  when  a  document  treating  of  persons  who 
were  members  of  a  Baptist  Society  in  Sudbury  con¬ 
tains  the  names  of  John  W.  and  Amos  Haynes. 
Then  again,  a  resident  of  North  Sudbury,  Israel 
Haynes,  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature.  He  is  said  to  have  cast  the  decisive  vote 
that  elected  Charles  Sumner  to  the  United  States 
Senate.  A  Democrat  of  pronounced  fervor  he  rep¬ 
resented  Sudbury  at  the  General  Court  but  when  the 
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vote  was  taken  for  Senator  he  broke  a  perfectly- 
balanced  contest  to  declare  himself  for  Sumner.  Thus 
through  this  choice  the  latter  went  to  the  United 
States  Senate  where  he  championed  the  cause  of 
liberty  and  became  one  of  the  supporters  of  the  fight 
against  slavery.  Israel  Haynes  had  numerous  sons 
and  daughters,  many  of  whom  resided  on  the  estate 
for  several  generations.  During  the  Civil  War,  one 
Charles  E.  Haynes  was  a  member  of  the  13th  Regi¬ 
ment  and  was  wounded  in  the  first  Battle  of  Bull 
Run,  and  later  at  Antietam  and  Spottsylvania.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  in  the  first-named  conflict  but 
managed  to  escape.  Leander  Haynes  enlisted  in  the 
18th  Regiment  and  Elias  E.  and  John  M.  were 
among  those  serving  in  the  26th  Regiment. 

Coming  down  to  the  present  Haynes  family  on 
Staten  Island,  among  the  first  of  this  group  to  settle 
here  was  the  late  Franklyn  Edgar  Haynes.  Of  the 
Sudbury  branch  of  the  family,  he  was  born  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  a  few  miles  distant,  in  i860,  his  parents  having 
been  Cyrus  and  Sarah  E.  (Spring)  Haynes  of  that 
city.  He  had  two  sisters,  Nella  F.  and  Lillian  E. 
Haynes,  and  four  brothers,  Cyrus  S.,  James  H., 
William  S.  and  George  A.  Haynes.  In  1866  the  fam¬ 
ily  removed  to  New  York  City  and  in  1888  Franklyn 
E.  Haynes  married  Rowena  A.  Watson  of  that  city. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Packard  College;  she  of 
Normal  College. 

When  the  Haynes  family  first  came  to  Staten  Island 
to  reside,  the  ferry  from  Manhattan  docked  here  at 
West  Brighton.  The  only  method  of  transportation 
from  the  latter  town  to  Westerleigh,  was  by  horse 
and  carriage.  This  attractive  residential  section  was 
looked  upon  by  the  Hayneses  as  an  ideal  place  for  a 
home,  so  consequently  they  purchased  in  1873  the  pres¬ 
ent  dwelling  at  No.  815  Jewett  Avenue.  The  house 
served  as  a  summer  residence  until  1893  when  it  was 
transformed  into  a  permanent  home.  Within  the  com¬ 
munity  there  was  but  one  place  of  worship,  a  union 
parish,  called  “Immanuel  Church”  where  members 
of  the  family  have  worshipped  for  long  years. 

The  death  of  Franklyn  E.  Haynes  who  became 
known  as  an  outstanding  citizen  and  who  was  by 
profession  a  contractor  according  to  the  “Directory” 
of  1897-98,  occurred  July  3,  1928,  his  wife  having  died 
May  15,  1927.  In  addition  to  his  family  he  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  a  sister,  Nella.  The  “Directory”  of  the 
same  year  also  contains  the  names  of  Cyrus  Haynes, 
a  broker,  and  the  father  of  our  subject;  George  A., 
retired;  Nellie  F.  Haynes,  a  school  teacher  by  calling; 
and  William  S.,  a  broker,  all  of  whom  resided  in 
West  Brighton. 

Franklyn  E.  and  Rowena  A.  (Watson)  Haynes 
were  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Cyrus  W.,  who 
attended  Curtis  High  School,  Stephens  Preparatory 
School  and  Columbia  University.  With  the  coming 
of  the  World  War  he  joined  the  United  States  Naval 
Aviation  and  in  February,  1919,  was  granted  his 
honorable  discharge  from  the  service.  He  is  now 
carrying  on  his  father’s  business  as  landscape  con¬ 
tractor.  2.  Frances  M.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Staten 
Island  Academy,  aided  in  Red  Cross  and  canteen 
work  at  both  the  Marine  and  Base  hospitals  during 
the  war.  3.  Nella  F.,  is  a  graduate  of  Staten  Island 
Academy  and  the  Ethical  Culture  School.  She  re¬ 
ceived  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  United  States 
Naval  Reserve  in  July,  1919.  To  her  we  are  indebted 
for  much  of  the  information  concerning  the  history 
of  the  Haynes  family  in  Colonial  times  and  on  Staten 
Island. 

ERNEST  SHELDON — As  an  interior  decorator 
of  skill  and  artistic  talent,  Ernest  Sheldon  is  well 
known  throughout  the  Island,  especially  to  those  who 


seek  and  appreciate  the  distinctive  quality  which  is 
produced  by  talent  of  a  high  order.  Mr.  Sheldon  is  a 
native  of  England  and  has  been  on  Staten  Island 
since  his  arrival  in  this  country  in  1913.  He  is  now 
located  at  No.  40  Stebbins  Avenue,  in  West  New 
Brighton 

Joseph  Sheldon,  the  father  of  our  Mr.  Sheldon, 
was  a  native  of  Marple,  Cheshire,  England,  and  like¬ 
wise  was  engaged  in  the  painting  business  and  later 
in  the  retail  meat  business,  which  he  continued  until 
his  retirement.  He  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Wilson) 
Sheldon,  a  native  of  Burton,  Staffordshire,  are  both 
living  in  England. 

Ernest  Sheldon,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Wil¬ 
son)  Sheldon,  was  born  in  Marple,  Cheshire,  England, 
in  1877,  and  received  his  education  in  the  place  of  his 
birth.  When  school  days  were  over  he  apprenticed 
himself  in  the  painting  business,  and  after  learning 
the  trade  he  continued  in  that  business,  developing, 
subsequently,  a  trade  in  interior  decoration.  He 
remained  in  England  until  1913,  when  he  came  to 
this  country  and  located  on  Staten  Island,  first  in 
New  Brighton.  He  has  built  up  a  high  class  trade  as 
an  interior  decorator,  and  draws  his  patronage  from 
all  over  the  Island,  catering  especially  to  those  who 
demand  a  high  grade  of  work  and  who  appreciate  the 
artistic  distinction  which  is  marked  characteristic  of 
all  of  Mr.  Sheldon’s  work  in  this  line.  When  ques¬ 
tioned  as  to  the  cause  of  his  marked  success  Mr. 
Sheldon  says  that  he  attributes  his  success  to  a  spe¬ 
cial  care  in  giving  satisfaction  to  his  clients  and  in' 
sticking  closely  to  the  policy  that  it  is  always  worth¬ 
while  to  be  obliging.  Those  who  know  Air.  Sheldon 
and  his  work,  however,  add  to  these  two  causes  for 
success  a  third  reason  which  Mr.  Sheldon  is  probably 
too  modest  to  give.  They  say  that  his  ability,  his 
artistic  taste,  and  his  skill  are  also  important  factors 
in  the  success  which  he  has  achieved.  In  England, 
Mr.  Sheldon  was  a  member  of  the  Conservative  Qub, 
which  he  served  as  secretary.  His  father  was  also 
at  one  time  active  in  politics,  supporting  the  con¬ 
servative  party.  In  1924  he  built  his  present  com¬ 
fortable  home  at  No.  40  Stebbins  Avenue,  in  West 
New  Brighton.  m 

Ernest  Sheldon  was  married,  in  1901,  to  Ethel 
Wild,  who  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Arnfield)  Wild.  Her 
father,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  a  stone  mason  by 
trade,  and  her  mother  is  living  in  England.  Her 
maternal  grandparents  were  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Holt)  Arnfield,  the  first  mentioned  of  whom  was 
engaged  in  farming.  Mrs.  Sheldon  is  a  member  of  the 
Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  Christ  Church,  and  has  many 
friends  on  the  Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon  are  the 
parents  of  three  children.  1.  Gwendolyn,  a  graduate 
of  School  No.  16  and  of  Curtis  High  School;  mar¬ 
ried,  June  30,  1926,  Addison  Trismen,  of  West  New 
Brighton,  son  of  John  H.  and  Rebecca  (Dolling) 
Trismen,  the  first  mentioned  of  whom  was  bom  on 
Staten  Island,  and  the  last  mentioned,  a  native  of 
New  Jersey.  Addison  Trismen  is  a  member  of  the 
Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics.  2. 
Gerald,  aged  fourteen,  who  is  attending  the  local 
public  schools  and  sings  in  the  choir  of  Christ  Church. 

3.  Douglas,  also  a  pupil  in  the  local  schools,  and  also 
singing  in  the  Christ  Church  choir. 


ADAM  JOHN  SCOTT — Possibly  the  oldest  florist 
shop  on  Staten  Island  is  that  of  Adam  J.  Scott,  at 
No.  740  Delafield  Avenue,  corner  of  Clove  Road, 
West  New  Brighton.  The  business  has  been  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  present  proprietor  since  1885,  but  pre¬ 
vious  to  that  it  was  conducted  by  his  father.  It  repre- 
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sents  the  knowledge  and  skill  of  two  generations  of 
men  trained  in  the  craft.  Other  members  of  the  Scott 
family  were  also  gardeners  and  florists  in  the  old 
country  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Scott  was  born  in  West  New  Brighton  on 
July  19,  1862,  the  son  of  Adam  and  Elsie  (Stewart) 
Scott,  both  natives  of  Scotland.  Arriving  some  years 
earlier  in  New  York  City,  the  elder  Scott  came  to 
Staten  Island  about  1850  and  established  his  business 
in  West  New  Brighton,  after  being  in  the  country 
only  six  months.  He  was  successful  and  the  business 
has  had  a  normal  growth  with  the  neighborhood  in 
which  it  was  founded.  There  the  grounds  are  well 
equipped  with  greenhouses.  Adam  J.  Scott  attended 
what  is  now  known  as  Public  School  No.  18,  and 
began  to  assist  his  father  while  still  in  school,  later 
giving  the  work  his  entire  time,  and  succeeding  to 
the  ownership  upon  his  father’s  death  in  1885.  Besides 
giving  great  care  to  his  hot  houses,  Mr.  Scott  spe¬ 
cializes  in  designs  and  cut  flowers.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  West 
Brighton  Board  of  Trade. 

In  July,  1883,  Mr.  Scott  married  Minnie  B.  Steers, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Jane  Steers.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  are:  1.  Ethel  B.,  who  married  Clarence  Jacob¬ 
son,  a  draughtsman  of  West  New  Brighton.  Their 
children  are :  Dorothy,  Myrtle  and  Clarence  Scott 
Jacobson.  2.  Walter  Stewart  Scott,  who  married 
Mary  Callahan,  of  West  New  Brighton,  their  daugh¬ 
ter  being  Elizabeth  Scott.  3.  Bess,  or  Elizabeth,  who 
is  associated  with  her  father  in  the  floral  business. 
The  family  residence  is  at  No.  486  Clove  Road. 


MATTHEW  JAMES  REILLY— One  of  the 

youngest  yet  one  of  the  most  experienced  real  estate 
brokers  in  Greater  New  York  is  Matthew  James 
Reilly,  who  during  his  ten  years  of  business  on 
Staten  Island  has  met  with  a  well-earned  success 
in  this  field  of  endeavor.  His  past  experience  and 
firm  knowledge  and  understanding  of  real  estate 
development  in  this  borough  have  endowed  him  with 
a  firm  faith  in  his  profession,  thus  enabling  him  to 
conduct  his  transactions  with  results  beneficial  to 
his  clients  and  himself. 

On  his  paternal  side  Mr.  Reilly  is  a  grandson  of 
Owen  Reilly,  who  was  born  in  County  Cavan,  Ire¬ 
land,  in  1836,  and  was  a  member  of  the  family  de¬ 
scended  from  the  chiefs  and  princes  of  Breffney  (or 
the  County  Cavan)  in  remote  ages.  Owen  Reilly 
came  to  America  in  i860  and  was  by  occupation  a 
pattern  maker.  He  was  responsible  for  the  pattern¬ 
ing  of  the  engines,  et  cetera,  that  operated  the  his¬ 
torical  iron-clad  “Monitor,”  better  known  as  “The 
Cheese  Box  on  a  Raft.”  This  boat  was  built  during 
the  Civil  War  period  for  the  express  purpose  of 
defending  northern  shipping  and  in  the  famous  Battle 
of  the  “Monitor”  and  the  “Merrimac”  it  was  vic¬ 
torious  over  the  Confederate  creation,  also  built  of 
iron.  He  at  one  time  also  held  the  patent  for  the 
“Reilly  Grate  Bar,”  which  was  used  for  the  first 
time  in  the  construction  of  the  Brooklyn  Bridge. 
This  bar  was  fashioned  in  sections  so  that  if  one 
link  was  broken  the  entire  bar  would  not  be  worth¬ 
less,  but  a  new  section  could  easily  replace  the  old 
one.  He  married  Jane  Mulea  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  three 
are  living:  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Hanley,  of 
Manhattan;  Jane,  wife  of  Dr.  Timothy  D.  Lehane,  of 
Manhattan,  and  Matthew  Joseph,  of  whom  further. 
His  death  occurred  March  4,  1910,  at  New  York  City. 

Matthew  Joseph  Reilly,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  York  City  on  February  2,  1876.  After 
completing  a  grammar  school  education  he  was  va¬ 


riously  engaged  until  he  became  employed  by  the 
water  department  in  the  borough  of  Manhattan.  In 
1911  he  came  to  Staten  Island  where  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  as  an  inspector  with  the  water  department  at 
Borough  Hall,  where  he  is  still  employed,  now  as 
supervisor.  Also  of  an  inventive  nature,  as  was  his 
father,  he  has  numerous  inventions  to  his  credit, 
among  them  being :  a  device  which  automatically 
ejected  the  crank  handle  of  an  automobile  in  case  of 
a  kick  back  caused  by  the  back  fire  of  the  motor, 
thus  preventing  possible  injury  to  the  person  crank¬ 
ing  the  car;  a  seal  which  prevents  illegal  tampering 
with  meters,  such  as  those  used  for  gas,  water  and 
electricity;  and  a  safety  device  for  elevators. 

The  marriage  of  Matthew  Joseph  Reilly  occurred 
at.  Jersey  City  Heights,  March  11,  1903,  to  Helen 
Kirschner,  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Lucy  (Jefferson) 
Kirschner,  natives  of  England.  John  Kirschner  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1849,  and  was,  by  occupation, 
a  designer  and  manufacturer  of  pocket  books  and 
leather  goods.  During  the  Civil  War  he  served  the 
Union  cause.  His  death  occurred  in  1899.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Reilly  are  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Matthew  James,  of  whom  further;  Walter, 
a  graduate  of  Curtis  High  School,  who  was  an 
active  member  of  the  debating  team  of  that  school 
and  also  president  of  his  class,  and  is  now  attend¬ 
ing  St.  John’s  College,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where 
he  is  studying  law;  Helen  Marie,  formerly  connected 
with  the  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Company,  and 
now  with  the  New  York  and  Richmond  Gas  Com¬ 
pany;  Rita  Jane  and  Virginia  Elizabeth,  both  attend¬ 
ing  Sacred  Heart  Grammar  School  in  West  Brighton. 

Matthew  J.  Reilly,  son  of  Matthew  Joseph  and 
Helen  (Kirschner)  Reilly,  was  born  in  the  Bronx 
January  23,  1904.  Brought  to  Staten  Island  by  his 
parents  he  received  his  early  education  at  the  Sacred 
Heart  Parochial  School,  first  on  Taylor  Street,  West 
New  Brighton,  and  later  in  the  new  building  on 
North  Burgher  Avenue.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
first  class  graduated  from  this  new  school,  receiv¬ 
ing  the  “Excellence  Medal,”  the  highest  award  af¬ 
forded  by  that  institution. 

There  is,  most  invariably,  some  psychological  factor 
when  one  is  to  choose  a  vocation — the  factor  in  the 
case  of  our  subject  being  a  thought  which  was 
imbued  in  his  mind  when  he  was  but  eight  years  of 
age.  While  he  and  his  father  were  walking  down 
Castleton  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton,  they  passed 
the  real  estate  office  nearly  opposite  the  Sacred  Heart 
Church,  then  operated  by  our  present  borough  pres¬ 
ident,  John  A.  Lynch.  His  father  casually  suggested 
that  if  he  were  ever  to  enter  any  business  for  him¬ 
self,  he  should  try  real  estate,  because,  as  the  elder 
man  reasoned,  Staten  Island  of  the  future  would  be 
developed  with  tremendous  realty  strides,  together 
with  the  improvement  of  numerous  property  hold¬ 
ings.  This  thought  was  borne  in  his  mind,  considered 
and  re-considered  and  at  last  he  made  the  decision 
to  study  and  gain  various  experiences  regarding  real 
estate  so  that  he  might  enter  this  profession.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  in  1918  he  obtained  a  position  with  the 
Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Company,  with  the  sole 
purpose  in  mind  of  advancing  himself  to  a  position 
where  he  might  learn  the  various  phases  of  the  real 
estate  business.  In  1922  he  was  given  his  license  as 
a  real  estate  broker,  having  qualified  before  the 
proper  authorities.  During  this  time  he  attended  the 
evening  classes  at  Curtis  High  School  after  which 
he  attended  New  York  University  where  he  pursued 
various  courses  in  real  estate  principles  and  prac¬ 
tices.  He  also  studied  real  estate  law  pertaining  to 
partnerships  and  bankruptcy,  as  well  as  courses  in 
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salesmanship,  and  psychology  in  selling.  At  the 
time  that  he  completed  these  studies  he  was  then  a 
competent  title  examiner,  having  examined  many 
titles  to  Staten  Island  real  estate  for  the  company 
which  employed  him.  After  seven  and  one-half  years 
of  experience  with  the  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust 
Company  he  resigned  and  established  his  own  busi¬ 
ness  as  a  real  estate  broker  under  the  firm  name  of 
Matthew  J.  Reilly,  thus  carrying  out  his  plan  for 
advancement.  His  offices  are  now  located  in  the 
Hugot  Building,  No.  36  Richmond  Terrace,  St. 
George. 

Mr.  Reilly  was  a  member  of  a  number  of  social 
clubs  at  New  York  University,  and  the  Newman 
Club,  a  Catholic  college  society,  instituted  by  Cardinal 
Newman.  He  is  identified  with  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Staten  Island  Real 
Estate  Board,  serving  as  publicity  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  for  the  latter  organization. 


ERNEST  RUTZ — Having  entered  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business  as  a  young  man,  Mr.  Rutz  has 
been  engaged  in  this  business  for  almost  three  decades 
and  since  1911  has  been  established  in  business  under 
his  own  name  at  Port  Richmond.  He  enjoys  a  large 
and  profitable  business  and  his  integrity,  industry  and 
ability  have  gained  for  him  a  very  high  reputation, 
while  his  pleasing  personality  has  brought  him  an 
exceptionally  wide  circle  of  loyal  friends. 

Ernest  Rutz  was  born  in  New  York  City,  July  19, 
1874,  a  son  of  John  and  Marie  (Enz)  Rutz,  both 
natives  of  Switzerland.  His  father  was  a  chemist 
and  dyer.  In  1875  the  elder  Rutz  removed  to  Staten 
Island  where  he  engaged  in  the  dyeing  business. 
Ernest  Rutz  was  educated  in  the  New  Brighton 
Grammar  School.  During  1892-98  he  was  employed 
in  the  butcher  business  with  Christian  Bardes  and  in 
the  latter  year  he  entered  the  real  estate  and  insur¬ 
ance  business,  in  which  he  made  rapid  progress.  He 
was  able  thus  to  establish  himself  in  a  business  of  his 
own  in  1911,  and  has  continued  since  then,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  No.  1918  Richmond  Terrace.  He  repre¬ 
sents  many  of  the  leading  insurance  companies, 
including  the  Royal  Insurance  Company  of  Liverpool, 
the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  the  Springfield  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Massachusetts,  the  National  Union  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  Pittsburgh,  the  London  Assurance  Cor¬ 
poration  of  England,  the  Royal  Indemnity  Company 
of  New  York  City,  and  the  Hartford  Accident  and 
Indemnity  Company  of  Connecticut.  He  also  carries 
on  a  large,  general  real  estate  business  and  has  estab¬ 
lished  a  high  reputation  for  fair  dealing  and  integrity. 
It  is  a  matter  of  pride  to  him  that  he  has  never  been 
called  upon  to  furnish  insurance  bonds.  He  is  a 
member  of  various  bodies  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
including  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons ;  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons ; 
Empire  Commandery,  No.  66,  Knights  Templar;  and 
Richmond  Chapter,  No.  727,  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Junior  Order 
United  American  Mechanics  and  of  the  Foresters  of 
America. 

Mr.  Rutz  married,  in  June,  1914,  Mildred  Adeline 
Whitaker,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  G. 
(Skeives)  Whitaker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rutz  are  the 
parents  of  one  son,  Ernest  Charles  Rutz,  born  January 
27,  1920.  The  family  home  is  located  at  Port  Rich¬ 
mond. 


ALBERT  J.  RUFF — Following  the  principles  laid 
down  by  his  forebears  who  stressed  the  practice  of 
working  ceaselessly  toward  a  goal  in  life  that  would 


enable  one  to  enjoy  both  the  everyday  duties  that 
must  be  performed  and  the  comforts  of  life,  Albert 
J.  Ruff,  a  native  of  Germany,  but  since  early  youth 
a  resident  of  New  York  and  later  of  Staten  Island, 
now  holds  the  post  of  Inspector  in  the  Bureau  of 
Buildings,  Borough  of  Richmond.  He  formerly  had 
lesser  responsibility  which  acted  as  stepstones  in  the 
furthering  of  his  present  position. 

Nurtingen,  Germany,  was  the  birthplace  of  Albert 
J.  Ruff.  He  was  born  there  August  5,  1870,  the  son 
of  Joseph  M.  and  Caroline  (Freysinger)  Ruff,  both 
of  whom  remained  in  that  country. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Joseph  Ruff, 
who  was  born  in  Nurtingen  about  1805,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five.  He  married  Marie  Standi- 
meyer,  who  was  born  about  1802  and  died  near  the 
year  1900,  and  to  this  marriage  were  born  fourteen 
children;  eight  boys  and  six  girls.  The  majority  of 
this  family  came  to  America,  settled  here  and  made 
splendid  homes  for  themselves. 

Joseph  M.  Ruff,  the  father  of  our  Staten  Island 
resident,  was  born  June  20,  1839,  and  died  January 
15,  1881.  Like  his  father  before  him,  he  engaged  in 
the  building  business  at  which  he  was  highly  success¬ 
ful,  especially  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  His  wife, 
Caroline  (Freysinger)  Ruff,  was  born  August  22, 
1847,  died  July  19,  1902.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Emleia  and  Wilhelmina,  the  former 
coming  to  America,  and  Albert  J.,  our  subject. 

Albert  J.  Ruff  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town  until  his  grammar  school  training  had 
been  completed.  Leaving  school  in  1883  he  journeyed 
to  America,  unaccompanied,  and  came  to  live  at  his 
uncles’  home  in  New  York.  He  immediately  began 
the  learning  of  the  trade  that  had  been  a  family  tra¬ 
dition  for  generations  and  soon  entered  the  employ 
of  the  concern  known  as  Charles  and  August  Ruff, 
Incorporated,  with  its  headquarters  located  on  East 
Fourth  Street.  Our  subject  remained  at  this  occupa¬ 
tion  for  twelve  years. 

On  August  29,  1893,  Mr.  Ruff  married  Louisa 
Wittner,  daughter  of  Emil  T.  and  Sarah  (Schmidt) 
Wittner  of  New  York,  both  parents  deceased.  For  the 
next  six  years  he  engaged  in  a  business  managed  by 
himself.  Returning  to  his  first  employers  he  held  the 
position  of  foreman  until  1912  in  which  year  he  left 
to  enter  the  service  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He 
subsequently  passed  the  civil  service  examinations 
which  enabled  him  to  become  associated  with  the 
Bureau  of  Buildings,  in  Richmond  Borough,  where 
he  holds  the  position  of  inspector.  Efficiency  and  a 
full  knowledge  of  his  work  has  made  him  a  valuable 
servant  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

In  his  fraternal  affiliation,  Mr.  Ruff  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  Order;  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon, 
and  the  Municipal  Square  Club.  Both  he  and  the 
members  of  his  family  are  members  of  the  Moravian 
Church  at  Castleton  Corners.  Civic  organizations 
within  the  community  also  include  his  attention. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruff  are  the  parents  of  six  children, 
the  first  five  of  whom  were  born  in  New  York  City, 
the  last  in  Stapleton.  1.  Albert  J.  Jr.,  born  March  12, 
1895;  married  Hattie  Graber,  on  June  18,  1916,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  New  York  police  force.  2. 
Emil  J.,  born  July  3,  1896,  unmarried,  and  is  in  the 
plumbing  business.  3.  Samuel  J.,  born  May  14,  1899; 
married  Elizabeth  McKettrick,  on  October  6,  1923. 
and  they  have  two  children,  Samuel  J.,  Jr.,  and 
Louisa  E.  Mr.  Ruff  is  a  stable  manager  in  the  Bureau 
of  Street  Cleaning,  Borough  of  Richmond.  4.  Louisa 
E.,  born  July  27,  1902;  married,  October  14,  1928. 
Carl  Hendrickson.  5.  Ottilia  C.,  born  May  13,  I9°8, 
is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home  with  her  parents.  She 
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is  secretary  to  H.  J.  Kessler,  of  West  Brighton.  6. 
Julius,  was  born  February  1 1,  1916.  He  is  the  first 
of  the  family  to  be  born  on  Staten  Island.  The  Ruff 
home  is  located  at  No.  510  Manor  Road  in  the  Four 
Corners  district,  West  New  Brighton. 


JULIUS  C.  MULLER — As  a  life-long  resident 
and  merchant,  who,  through  his  inherent  resourceful¬ 
ness  and  integrity,  founded  and  developed  the  Muller 
Hardware  Company  of  Stapleton,  the  late  Julius  C. 
Muller  was  also  deeply  devoted  to  civic  activities 
throughout  the  borough  and  will  long  be  remembered 
as  one  of  our  better  known  citizens.  The  business 
to  which  he  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  life  is  now 
managed  by  members  of  his  family. 

The  Muller  family  is  of  old  German  ancestry,  native 
to  the  Province  of  Prussia.  About  the  year  1850 
the  branch  of  the  family  to  which  this  review  relates 
was  first  represented  in  America  by  Charles  M. 
Muller,  father  of  Julius  C.  Muller.  The  same  year 
marked  the  beginning  of  his  residence  on  Staten 
Island  where  he  became  a  cabinet-maker  and  the 
owner  of  a  sawmill,  his  plant  being  located  on  the 
site  now  occupied  by  the  Williams  Lumber  Yard, 
Tompkinsville.  This  business,  which  earned  him  a  sub¬ 
stantial  livelihood,  was  maintained  until  nearly  1885, 
when  he  retired  to  reside  with  his  son. 

Shortly  after  coming  to  Staten  Island,  Charles  M. 
Muller  had  married  Wilhelmina  De  Fontaine,  who 
had  also  arrived  in  this  country  about  1850.  They 
were  the  parents  of  Julius  C.,  their  only  son.  The 
death  of  Charles  M.  Muller  occurred  first,  his  wife 
surviving  him. 

The  birth  of  Julius  C.  Muller  occurred  in  Staple- 
ton,  January  16,  1857.  After  obtaining  his  education 
in  the  parochial  schools  of  Stapleton  and  the  public 
schools  of  New  York,  he  served  an  apprenticeship 
as  a  machinist  with  various  New  York  concerns.  In 
1884  he  purchased  the  hardware  business  of  Jacob 
Gunseth,  who  had  owned  and  managed  this  enter¬ 
prise  in  Stapleton  since  1875.  It  was  thus  that  Mr. 
Muller  founded  the  Muller  Hardware  Company,  with 
a  capital  of  only  thirty-five  dollars  and  established 
his  first  store  at  the  foot  of  Broad  Street,  in  the 
same  town.  From  its  very  beginning  the  business 
prospered,  experiencing  an  encouraging  development 
with  each  succeeding  year,  principally  because  of  the 
resourceful  and  efficient  manner  in  which  it  was 
operated.  In  the  1892  the  present  building  was  built 
at  No.  203  Bay  Street  (Now  No.  585  Bay  Street), 
which  at  that  time  was  the  largest  edifice  in  Staple- 
ton,  and  in  1893  a  local  directory  listed  Mr.  Muller 
as  “a  builder  and  hardware-store  owner.”  Four  years 
later  a  new  directory  found  him  registered  at  the 
same  address  as  a  builder  and  dealer  in  hardware, 
cutlery,  paints  and  oils. 

The  enterprise  continued  to  expand  steadily  as  time 
went  on  until,  in  1920,  Mr.  Muller  incorporated  under 
the  name  of  The  Muller  Hardware  Company,  Inc. 
After  his  death  the  business  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  Louis  H.  Muller,  his  son,  who  is  president  and 
treasurer  (see  accompanying  biography),  the  other 
officers  being  Charles  H.  Muller,  secretary;  Helen 
H.  Muller  and  Mrs.  Julius  C.  Muller,  directors. 

In  addition  to  caring  for  his  hardware  interests 
Mr.  Muller  was  active  in  more  than  one  form  of 
worthy  civic  endeavor.  He  served  on  the  local  board 
of  Health  from  1893  to  1895,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  from  1922  to  1926.  He 
was  also  recognized  as  one  of  those  responsible  for 
the  originating  of  the  Stapleton  Ferry,  spending  con¬ 
siderable  time  and  money  in  its  behalf.  In  1905  he 
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was  president  of  the  Stapleton  Ferry  League  and 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
In  his .  fraternal  affiliation  he  was  identified  with 
I  ompkins  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
was  independent  in  his  political  views. 

Julius  C.  Muller  married,  November  24,  1887, 
Marietta  Holtkamp,  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Strover)  Holtkamp.  Mr.  Holtkamp  was  a 
prominent  merchant  in  New  Brighton.  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Muller  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Charles 
H.,  Louis  H.,  Hilda  H.  and  Helen  H.,  who  in 
their  religious  faith  are  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.  The  death  of  Julius  C.  Muller  occurred 
December  31,  1926,  and  his  passing  was  deeply  felt 
by  his  family  and  numerous  friends  and  business 
associates  on  Staten  Island. 


LOUIS  HOLTKAMP  MULLER— Associated 
with  commercial  activities  here  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  Louis  H.  Muller,  president  of  the  Muller 
Hardware  Company,  Inc.,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
merchants  of  the  present  generation  in  Richmond 
County.  The  business  which  is  conducted  under  his 
management  was  established  by  his  father,  the  late 
Julius  C.  Muller  (see  accompanying  biography),  in 
1884.  Since  that  time  it  has  enjoyed  a  continued 
success  based  upon  the  integrity  and  business  ability 
of  both  father  and  son. 

Louis  H.  Muller  was  born  at  Stapleton,  April  21, 
1892,  son  of  Julius  Caesar  and  Marietta  (Holtkamp) 
Muller.  Following  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
local  public  and  high  schools,  the  young  lad  entered 
Packard  Business  College  in  Manhattan,  where  he 
studied  bookkeeping  and  banking.  In  1912,  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  he  entered  the  hardware  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  employ  of  his  father.  Applying  himself 
to  the  various  tasks  assigned  him  he  soon  became 
familiar  with  the  various  details  of  the  business.  As 
time  went  on  the  firm  was  enlarged  and  finally,  in 
1920,  when  it  was  incorporated,  he  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary.  He  continued  in  this  capacity  until  1926 
when,  due  to  the  death  of  his  father,  he  became 
president.  In  this  position  he  now  manages  the  busi¬ 
ness  in  an  efficient  manner,  carrying  on  an  extensive 
wholesale  and  retail  trade  throughout  Staten  Island. 

Aside  from  these  duties,  Mr.  Muller  also  finds  time 
to  devote  to  the  various  movements  having  to  do 
with  the  general  development  of  our  borough.  He  is 
a  director  of  the  St.  George  Building  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation;  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  the  Staten  Island  Rotary  Club.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Tompkins  Lodge,  No. 
471,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  in  his  religious 
belief  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
faith. 

On  November  4,  1924,  at  New  York,  Louis  H. 
Muller  was  married  to  Elizabeth  A.  Degenhardt, 
daughter  of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Leggett)  De¬ 
genhardt. 


GOTTEL  RADISH — As  an  example  of  thorough 
industry  rightly  directed,  Gottel  Radish  is  one  of  the 
successful  men  in  commercial  affairs  on  the  Island. 
He  conducts  a  thriving  lumber  business  at  No.  551 
Bay  Street,  Stapleton,  in  addition  to  which  he  is 
associated  in  the  developing  of  various  real  estate 
projects  throughout  the  community.  When  Mr. 
Radish  came  to  the  United  States,  his  only  assets  were 
his  tireless  energy  and  a  determination  to  succeed,  and 
by  taking  advantage  of  his  opportunities,  he  advanced 
steadily  until  today  he  is  one  of  the  leaders  in  his 
business. 
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Mr.  Radish  was  born  in  Brest,  Poland,  February 
15,  1885,  son  of  Israel  Radish,  who  is  living,  and  Ida 
Radish,  deceased.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
Hebrew  schools  of  Poland  and  in  1905,  came  to  this 
country,  locating  in  down  town  New  York  where  he 
engaged  in  various  business  pursuits,  including  house¬ 
wrecking  and  operating  a  coal  business.  About  1911, 
Mr.  Radish  came  to  Staten  Island,  and  entered  the 
business  of  secondhand  building  material  and  house¬ 
wrecking  in  which  he  prospered  for  five  years.  He 
then  entered  his  present  enterprise  which  has  shown 
an  amazing  growth  in  the  past  few  years,  due  to  his 
splendid  policy  of  service  and  satisfaction.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  he  has  large  realty  holdings  in  Elm  Park  and 
various  other  places,  and  is  known  as  one  of  the 
city’s  largest  owners  of  real  estate.  His  lumber  and 
building  material  organization  is  carried  on  a  large 
plot  of  land  comprising  about  two  and  one-half  acres, 
located  on  both  sides  of  Bay  Street.  He  is  also  asso¬ 
ciated  in  various  other  realty  companies  and  is  greatly 
interested  in  the  development  of  his  community. 
Although  his  success  in  commercial  affairs  attests  to 
his  thorough  attention  to  his  business,  Mr.  Radish 
finds  time  to  devote  to  all  causes  which  have  for  their 
purpose  the  advancement  and  progress  of  the  public 
and  he  is  ever  actively  interested  in  community  wel¬ 
fare.  His  contributions  to  all  worthy  causes  are  given 
regardless  of  creed  or  personalities,  being  equally 
liberal  to  all  drives,  whether  Jewish  or  Gentile,  and 
for  this  reason,  he  has  earned  the  high  esteem  and 
respect  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Mr.  Radish  formerly 
lived  in  the  old,  historic  Vanderbilt  mansion  at  No. 
564  Bay  Street,  but  has  since  moved  and  is  now  living 
at  No.  368  Bay  Street.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten 
Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  B’rith  Sholem. 

Gottel  Radish  married,  in  1911,  Esther  Golub,  of 
New  York  City  and  they  have  two  children:  Ida,  a 
student  at  Curtis  High  School,  and  Lillian,  a  student 
in  the  local  public  school. 


FREDERICK  W.  OTTO — One  of  the  large 
catering  businesses  on  Staten  Island  at  the  present 
time  is  owned  and  managed  by  Frederick  W.  Otto  of 
Stapleton  whose  experience  here  and  elsewhere  has 
extended  over  a  sufficient  number  of  years  to  enable 
him  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  his  profession  that  has 
resulted  in  a  gratifying  success.  In  his  establishment 
he  is  aided  in  a  large  measure  by  his  wife  who  is 
actively  associated  with  him. 

Frederick  W.  Otto  was  born  in  New  York,  Novem¬ 
ber  27,  1865,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Eliza  (Graetzer) 
Otto.  At  the  age  of  three  he  was  brought  to  Staple- 
ton  by  his  parents  who  located  at  Schaffer’s  Hotel 
which  was  situated  at  the  old  Stapleton  Landing, 
Canal  Street.  He  attended  the  schools  of  that  district 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  when  he  entered  the 
employ  of  his  uncle,  Louis.  The  latter’s  place  of 
business  was  located  on  East  Houston  Street  in  the 
Bowery  and  it  was  here  that  young  Otto  began  to 
learn  the  vocation  to  which  he  is  now  attached.  For 
several  years  under  the  guidance  of  his  uncle  he 
obtained  practical  experience  as  a  pastry  maker. 

After  leaving  this  establishment  our  subject  went 
to  sea  where  he  served  for  two  years  in  the  same 
work  in  order  to  become  more  proficient  at  his  calling. 
Following  this  service  he  spent  the  next  several  years 
in  a  similar  position  both  at  hotels  in  this  borough  and 
in  various  other  parts  of  the  country  as  well  as  in 
Canada.  The  names  of  many  of  these  hostelries  are 
well  known,  being  as  follows:  The  Gilmour  House, 
St.  George  Hotel,  South  Beach  Hotel,  The  Morgan 


House,  Waranger’s  Hotel,  Atlantic  Hotel,  Dimlinger’s, 
The  Van  Buren,  also  the  Old  Petelers  Hotel  in  New 
Dorp,  which  was  one  of  our  most  prominent  places  in 
its  day;  and  a  number  of  Catskill  Mountain  inns. 
For  six  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Staten  Island 
Qub  on  St.  Mark’s  Place. 

Nearly  thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Otto  established  a 
catering  business  of  his  own  at  No.  89  Osgood  Ave¬ 
nue,  Stapleton,  and  at  the  present  time  this  under¬ 
taking  is  experiencing  an  encouraging  growth.  His 
wife  has  aided  him  materially  in  operating  this  estab¬ 
lishment  so  that  numbered  among  his  patrons  are 
people  of  high  social  standings  and  organizations 
demanding  service  of  the  better  class.  Mr.  Otto  had 
the  distinction  of  being  caterer  to  the  First  Charity 
Ball  held  in  the  new  Armory  on  Manor  Road,  last 
year.  He  has  also  served  the  reunion  dinners  at 
Staten  Island  Academy  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
several  other  social  and  fraternal  organizations  in 
Richmond  Borough  have  sought  his  services  on  many 
occasions. 

Mr.  Otto  is  a  member  of  the  Moravian  Church  as 
are  the  members  of  his  family.  He  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  69th  Infantry,  National  Guard  of  New 
York,  and  served  from  1883  to  1888  as  a  drummer  in 
the  Field  Musicians  Corps.  He  has  always  been  a 
staunch  backer  of  all  civic  organizations  and  pro¬ 
grams  in  his  home  community  and  has  helped  in  the 
work  of  relief  and  charitable  institutions. 

Mr.  Otto’s  marriage  took  place  on  August  28,  1893, 
to  Hattie  S.  Eckardt,  a  daughter  of  Herman  L.  and 
Lena  Eckardt  of  Four  Corners.  To  this  marriage 
one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  was  born  September  18, 
1894.  She  received  her  education  in  this  borough  and 
became  a  musician  of  considerable  talent.  As  a 
singer  she  took  part  in  services  at  Sailor’s  Snug 
Harbor  for  eight  years.  On  October  27,  1920,  she 
married  William  A.  Schlid,  and  they  have  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Alma  H.,  born  July  1,  1925. 


THOMAS  H.  HAWKES— An  occurrence  not 
infrequent  with  many  persons  who  have  casually  come 
on  a  commercial  mission  to  Staten  Island,  is  that  here 
they  have  found  opportunity  for  a  business  venture 
of  a  nature  yet  unestablished  in  these  confines.  Thus 
Thomas  H.  Hawkes,  a  veteran  of  the  World  War, 
who  for  many  years  has  been  associated  with  invest¬ 
ment  and  banking  activities,  located  in  this  borough 
where  he  became  a  pioneer  in  this  field  of  endeavor. 

Thomas  H.  Hawkes  was  born  November  8,  1893, 
at  Neilsville,  Wisconsin,  the  son  of  Richard  and 
Marie  (Frank)  Hawkes.  The  elder  Hawkes,  who 
was  of  Anglo-Saxon  descent,  was  born  in  Galena, 
Illinois,  and  became  in  later  years  a  prominent  lum¬ 
berman  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  He  married  Marie 
Frank,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  resides  in  Wash¬ 
burn,  Wisconsin. 

The  family  having  removed  to  Washburn  in  1895, 
Thomas  H.  Hawkes  obtained  his  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  that  town.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  left 
school,  entering  the  employ  of  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company  as  a  messenger.  Subsequent 
years  found  him  engaged  as  a  lumberman  in  the 
Middle  West,  where  through  experience  and  a  liking 
for  his  work  he  acquired  a  practical  knowledge  of 
this  business. 

With  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Hawkes  enlisted  at  Washburn  in 
Company  D.,  6th  Regiment  of  the  Wisconsin  Na¬ 
tional  Guard,  a  unit  which  became  Federalized  as 
Company  B.;  107  M.  P.,  attached  to  the  32d  Division. 
After  receiving  his  military  training  at  Camp  Doug¬ 
las,  Wisconsin,  and  Camp  McArthur,  Texas,  he  went  \ 
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overseas  to  France,  serving  first  as  a  sergeant,  and 
in  May,  1918  receiving  his  commission  to  a  lieuten¬ 
ancy.  He  participated  in  the  Chateau-Thierry,  St. 
Mihiel  and  Argonne  Forest  engagements  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  discharge  from  the  service  at  Camp  Grant, 
Illinois,  January  22,  1919  as  a  second  lieutenant, 
United  States  Army. 

Returning  to  civilian  life,  he  began  a  study  of 
securities  that  led  to  work  as  a  salesman  in  this  field 
with  a  Boston  firm  and  ultimately  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  an  investment  business  of  his  own  on  Staten 
Island.  The  enterprise  was  the  first  of  its  kind  to  be 
launched  in  this  section  of  Greater  New  York  and  has 
been  a  distinct  success  from  the  very  time  of  its 
inception  on  July  1,  1928  to  the  present  day.  The 
offices  of  the  concern,  which  are  maintained  in  the 
American  Trust  Company  building,  No.  30  Bay 
Street,  St.  George,  have  been  considerably  enlarged 
of  late,  thus  bearing  testimony  to  a  steady  increase 
in  business. 

Mr.  Hawkes  is  a  member  of  several  organizations 
and  clubs  within  his  profession,  is  also  identified  with 
Company  C,  and  in  several  interests  he  has  aided  in 
movements  for  community  welfare.  He  married  at 
Boston,  November  28,  1923,  Carol  Georgia  Eager, 
daughter  of  Frederick  W.  and  Georgia  (Waite) 
Eager.  They  reside  at  No.  65,  Pembroke  Avenue, 
Randall  Manor,  West  New  Brighton,  and  have  a 
son,  Bruce.  Mrs.  Hawkes’  father  is  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Beckwith  Box  Toe  Corporation 
of  Boston. 


EDWARD  THOMAS  KELLEY— As  a  trial 
lawyer,  Edward  T.  Kelley  has  attained  a  position  and 
achieved  a  standing  which  is  not  merely  local  but 
extends  throughout  the  city  and  State.  He  is  a  native 
of  New  York  State  and  a  Staten  Islander  by  adop¬ 
tion,  having  been  born  in  Phelps,  Ontario  County, 
August  6,  1899.  He  was  the  son  of  Michael  and 
Mary  (Lally)  Kelley,  both  representatives  of  old 
families  of  that  section,  the  former  still  residing  on 
the  homestead  at  Phelps. 

Edward  T.  Kelley  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Phelps  and  then  attended  the  Geneva  High 
School,  after  which  he  took  the  law  course  at  Ford- 
ham  University,  graduating  in  1922,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  entered  into  the  active  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession  in  the  offices  of  Robert  H. 
Woody  at  No.  59  John  Street,  New  York  City,  and 
there  attracted  the  attention  of  Judge  Morgan  W.  L. 
Ryan,  who  advised  him  to  locate  in  Staten  Island. 
Mr.  Kelley  followed  the  suggestion  and  made  a  con¬ 
nection  with  Frank  H.  Innes,  with  whom  he  had  been 
associated  in  practice,  with  offices  on  Richmond  Ter¬ 
race,  St.  George,  until  October,  1929,  when  he  opened 
an  office  at  No.  56  Bay  Street,  where  he  conducts  an 
independent  practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Bar  Association  and  is  affiliated  with 
other  organizations  in  the  borough. 

While  at  Fordham  University  Mr.  Kelley  met  a 
fellow-student,  Miss  Alethea  Mulligan,  daughter  of 
William  C.  and  Agnes  K.  (Murphy)  Mulligan,  of 
Palisades,  New  Jersey,  where  Mr.  Mulligan  is  a  well- 
known  business  man  and  a  prominent  realty  promoter. 
Mr.  Kelley  and  Miss  Mulligan  were  married  in  New 
Jersey  on  April  5,  1923,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Mary,  Edward  T.,  Jr.,  Michael  J.,  and 
William  P. 


WILLIAM  T.  FOX— The  section  of  Staten  Island 
known  as  Oakwood  Heights  harbors  a  particularly 
attractive  residential  district  together  with  a  modest 
shopping  center  where  citizens  whose  lives  have 


become  associated  with  this  center  have  labored  many 
years  in  order  to  maintain  a  creditable  economic 
independence  and  provide  for  themselves  and  their 
families  comfortable  homes.  A  well-known  Oakwood 
Heights  merchant  and  civic  backer  is  William  T.  Fox, 
who  came  to  Staten  Island  nearly  seventeen  years 
ago,  established  a  hardware  business  several  years 
after  his  arrival  here  and  succeeded  in  this  enterprise 
through  inherent  energy  and  foresight.  Mr.  Fox  is 
proprietor  of  a  finely  equipped  store  located  at  No. 
102  Guy  on  Avenue. 

William  T.  Fox  was  born  in  New  York  City,  a  son 
of  Herman  and  Louise  (Wildhagen)  Fox  of  Berlin, 
Germany.  The  family  name  of  Fox  was  originally 
that  of  Fuchs  but  was  changed  to  its  present  appella¬ 
tion  by  a  Richmond  County  Supreme  Court  order 
handed  down  in  June  of  1926. 

The  schooling  of  our  Oakwood  Heights  resident 
was  obtained  at  Public  School  No.  25  in  Manhattan. 
Upon  leaving  school  he  plied  his  trade  as  a  plumber 
for  several  years  before  engaging  in  the  grocery 
business.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left  the  latter 
calling  in  order  to  accept  a  position  in  the  Green¬ 
wich  Savings  Bank.  After  nine  years  of  employment 
at  this  institution  he  left  the  mainland  in  1913  to 
settle  in  Staten  Island  where  he  has  since  resided. 
For  some  time  he  was  in  the  automobile  transporta¬ 
tion  business  but  realizing  that  the  hardware  business 
in  Richmond  County  afforded  him  a  wide  field  of 
endeavor  he  entered  this  trade.  At  first  he  started  on 
a  moderate  scale  and  later  increased  both  the  size 
of  his  store  and  his  supply  of  goods  as  the  demand 
for  articles  of  this  variety  increased  immeasurably 
with  the  passing  years.  The  utilization  of  the  motto, 
“Pleasing  You  Keeps  Us  in  Business”  and  the  ready 
ability  of  his  store  to  display  for  sale  not  only  goods 
of  high  quality  and  of  variety  but  those  easily  pur¬ 
chasable  at  a  minimum  cost  have  all  tended  to  aid  him 
in  his  consistent  success  throughout  the  past  sixteen 
years.  Modern  equipment  destined  to  furnish  the 
up-to-date  home  of  today  is  readily  obtainable  as  are 
materials  used  in  the  improvement  and  consequent 
rehabilitation  of  homes,  large  and  small.  Paints,  oils 
and  varnishes  are  among  the  staple  articles  sold  by 
him.  Several  of  the  most  important  purchases  at  his 
store  have  been  made  by  those  entrusted  with  the 
welfare  of  Valhalla  Cemetery,  one  of  Staten  Island’s 
largest  burial  grounds.  Mr.  Fox  also  supplied  the 
entire  hardware  used  in  the  1929  model  home  erected 
in  Oakwood  on  Guyon  Avenue. 

Mr.  Fox  is  greatly  interested  in  civic  and  patriotic 
affairs  of  note  both  in  his  home  community  and  on 
Staten  Island  at  large.  He  is  a  member  of  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  in  his  fraternal  affiliation 
is  with  the  Staten  Island  Lodge  of  Elks,  No.  841.  He 
is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Oakwood  Heights  Community 
Church.  His  brother,  Emil  R.  Fox,  likewise  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  same  village  and  a  willing  worker  in  the 
town’s  behalf. 

The  marriage  of  William  T.  Fox  took  place  on 
November  14,  1926,  to  Florence  G.  Schenck  Perry  of 
Belford,  New  Jersey,  of  an  old  established  family  in 
that  section. 


FRANK  EMANUEL  BARRANCO— Landmg 
in  the  port  of  New  York  in  1896  an  Italian  youth 
looked  at  the  shores  of  Staten  Island  as  the  liner  on 
which  he  stood  swept  slowly  past  the  green-covered 
hills  and  saw  there  the  opportunity  for  which  he 
craved.  This  youth  was  Frank  E.  Barranco,  now 
one  of  the  Richmond  Borough’s  prominent  real  estate 
and  insurance  men,  but  who,  in  those  early  days  had 
little  to  aid  him  but  the  eternal  optimism  of  youth 
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and  a  belief  in  his  coming  good  fortune  in  this  new 
land. 

Frank  E.  Barranco  was  born  in  Cefalu,  Italy,  De¬ 
cember  25,  1879,  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Santa  (Bar- 
ravecchia)  Barranco.  When  past  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  left  his  father’s  home  and  took  passage  for 
America,  landing  in  New  York,  July  8,  1896.  Prior 
to  embarking  he  was  a  member  of  the  municipal  band 
in  his  native  city.  His  first  position,  which  he  held 
for  three  years,  was  in  a  barber  shop  and  during  his 
employment  there  he  saved  his  money  and  spent  his 
evening  hours  in  studying  a  course  in  bookkeeping 
for  which  he  subscribed  to  a  course  in  one  of  the 
correspondence  schools.  In  the  spring  of  1900  he 
went  into  business  for  himself  operating  both  a  ton- 
sorial  shop  and  a  stationery  store  for  the  next  six 
years  in  Mariners  Harbor.  In  1906,  he  ventured  into 
the  field  of  real  estate  since  which  time  he  has  enjoyed 
an  active  and  interesting  career  of  unbroken  pros¬ 
perity  and  many  are  the  transactions  in  various  parts 
of  Staten  Island  which  have  been  handled  by  him. 
He  has  been  interested  deeply  and  has  taken  a  keen 
part  in  all  projects  looking  towards  the  betterment 
of  the  Italian  settlers  of  Richmond  Borough  and  has 
ever  held  out  a  helping  hand  to  those  struggling  to 
obtain  a  home  site  on  the  island.  In  1921  he  organized 
the  Mariners  Harbor  Home  Builders’  Corporation; 
and  in  January,  1922,  the  Italian  Savings  and  Loan 
Association,  which  he  had  organized  some  two  years 
previously,  began  to  function,  with  Mr.  Barranco  as 
president.  Another  of  his  many  interests  is  the 
Mariners  Harbor  Motor  and  Supply  Company,  which 
he  organized  in  1919.  Of  this  concern  Mr.  Barranco 
was  president  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  resigned  the  office  and  took  the  post  of  secretary, 
which  office  he  still  holds.  At  the  present  time  he  is 
interested  in  many  of  the  sub-division  projects  in 
the  vicinity  of  Mariners  Harbor  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Barranco  is  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board;  the  State 
Association  of  Real  Estate  Boards;  of  Staten  Island 
Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks;  Past  Regent  of  Staten  Island  Council  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum;  member  of  the  New  York  Auto¬ 
mobile  Club;  the  Grand  Jurors’  Association  of  New 
York;  the  National  Trowel  Club;  the  Life  Under¬ 
writers’  Association  of  New  York;  and  many  other 
professional,  business  and  social  organizations.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  Mr.  Barranco  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  “Police  Reserve  Home  Defence 
League”  at  Mariners  Harbor,  and  Mrs.  Barranco 
was  president  of  the  auxiliary  of  that  body. 

On  January  22,  1902,  Mr.  Barranco  married  May 
Anna  Rutledge,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Francis 
and  Mary  Theresa  (Keenan)  Rutledge,  natives  of 
Manhattan  and  Brooklyn  respectively.  Thomas 
Francis  Rutledge  was  the  son  of  Paul  and  Maria 
(Mulligan)  Rutledge.  Both  the  Keenan  and  Mul¬ 
ligan  families  came  from  Ireland ;  however,  it  is  of 
record  in  this  family  that  Edward  Rutledge,  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was 
an  ancestor.  Mrs.  Barranco  is  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Ladies’  Auxiliary  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  and 
for  two  years — in  1923  and  1924 — held  the  office  of 
treasurer.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Shepherds  of 
Bethlehem  of  Staten  Island;  the  Catholic  Women’s 
Benevolent  Association;  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Association  of  Staten  Island;  a  member 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Clinic  at  Mariners  Har¬ 
bor,  of  which  she  was  the  organizer  and  is  now  per¬ 
manent  honorary  chairman.  She  is  also  secretary  of 
the  Italian  Savings  and  Loan  Association;  chairman 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Catholic  Daughters  of  America, 


and  holds  the  same  post  in  the  charities  branch  of 
that  order.  During  the  World  War  she  was  chair¬ 
man  of  all  the  local  drives  sponsored  by  the  Boy 
Scouts,  the  Liberty  Loan  Committee,  and  the  Salva¬ 
tion  Army.  With  her  husband  she  is  a  regular  at¬ 
tendant  at  St.  Sylvester’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barranco  are  the  parents  of  two 
sons:  Stephen  T.,  who  is  in  the  automobile  business 
as  manager  for  the  Drennan  Garage  Company;  and 
Frank  E.,  Jr.,  whose  sketch  is  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 


ENRICO  FUCINI — Representative  of  the  high¬ 
est  type  of  citizenship  and  integrity  here  are  a  goodly 
number  of  present-day  citizens  who  are  of  old  and 
honored  families  in  other  lands.  Italy,  in  particular, 
has  given  our  country  no  small  quota  of  our  present 
citizenry  and  a  goodly  portion  of  these  have  come 
from  families  of  colorful  historic  background,  of 
culture  and  nobility.  From  a  family  such  as  this  came 
Enrico  Fucini,  first  to  New  York  and  then  to  Staten 
Island  where  he  has  established  a  home  for  his 
family  and  settled  permanently.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
importing  business  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Fucini  was  born  February  25,  1883  in  Castig- 
lion,  Fiorentino,  near  Florence,  Italy,  his  parents  being 
Santi  and  Narcisa  (Narcisi)  Fucini.  The  lineage  of 
the  Fucini  family  is  traced  back  to  the  twelfth  century 
when  various  members  of  this  group  resided  in  Milan, 
Italy.  They  were  of  noble  birth  and  during  the  cen¬ 
turies  the  name  of  Fucini  came  to  be  associated  with 
activities  of  an  educational  nature.  Several  members 
of  the  family  became  learned  statesmen  of  interna¬ 
tional  reputation  and  achievement.  A  family  coat-of- 
arms  of  extraordinary  pattern  was  fashioned  several 
hundred  years  ago. 

Our  subject  came  to  the  United  States  in  January 
of  1906  and  settled  in  New  York.  After  residing  here 
a  short  time  he  became  interested  in  the  importing 
business  and  thus  entered  an  establishment  of  this 
kind  located  in  East  Twenty-second  Street.  He 
remains  in  this  undertaking  today  and  specializes  in 
the  importation  of  olive  oil,  mineral  waters  and  a 
variety  of  commodities  of  a  high  quality. 

In  1911  Mr.  Fucini  came  to  Staten  Island  to  live 
and  has  remained  here  ever  since  that  time.  He  has 
purchased  a  considerable  amount  of  property  in  this 
borough  and  is  now  living  in  an  Italian  villa  on 
Howard  Avenue,  Grymes  Hill,  which  was  recently 
built  for  himself  and  family.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Italian  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York  City  and 
in  his  fraternal  relations  is  identified  with  the  Staten 
Island  Lodge  of  Elks,  No.  841.  He  and  his  family 
are  members  of  St.  Sylvester’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Concord. 

Mr.  Fucini’s  marriage  took  place  in  October  of 
1908,  to  Madalena  M.  Rossi  of  New  York  City.  They 
have  four  children :  1.  and  2.  Joseph  J.  and  Santi  J. 
(twins),  born  December  6,  1909.  Both  were  educated 
in  Public  School  No.  29  and  received  their  prepara¬ 
tion  at  Curtis  High  School  and  are  now  attending 
Georgetown  University.  Joseph  will  pursue  a  regu¬ 
lar  four-year  college  course  while  Santi  will  occupy 
himself  with  a  course  in  diplomacy.  3.  Gabriella  N., 
was  born  September  28,  1914,  now  attends  Notre  Dame 
Convent.  4.  Yolanda  M.,  born  August  12,  1919,  also  is 
a  student  at  Notre  Dame  Convent.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fucini  are  well  known  in  various  circles. 


JOSEPH  W.  ELMORE— A  native  of  Canada 
who  spent  the  later  years  of  his  life  in  Staten  Island 
after  having  been  engaged  in  the  restaurant  and 
hotel  business  in  upstate  New  York,  the  late  Joseph 
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W.  Elmore  acquired  Wadsworth  Hall  in  the  residential 
district  of  Arrochar  and  resided  there.  Taking  a 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs  here  he  was  well 
respected  and  a  man  to  whom  the  love  of  family  and 
home  was  always  uppermost. 

The  birth  of  Joseph  W.  Elmore  occurred  in  Bell- 
ville,  Canada,  July  27,  1851.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  his  native  town  after  which  he  became 
associated  with  his  parents  in  the  managing  of  their 
farm  which  consisted  of  more  than  six  hundred  acres. 
Wheat  growing  was  the  main  product  of  the  farm. 
He  remained  here  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-two  and  then  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
states. 

Our  subject  first  entered  the  restaurant  and  hotel 
business  and  gave  fifteen  years  of  time  and  effort  to 
this  calling  before  coming  to  Staten  Island  in  1904. 
Hardly  had  he  become  settled  here  before  he  had 
purchased  the  famous  Wadsworth  Hall  and  the  cot¬ 
tage  adjoining  it,  an  acquisition  that  has  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  Elmore  family  ever  since.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  remained  in  this  district  and  became  known  as 
one  of  its  outstanding  citizens  and  backers  until  the 
time  of  his  death  on  November  27,  1913.  He  is  buried 
in  Moravian  Cemetery. 

At  the  present  writing  Wadsworth  Hall  is  occupied 
by  Mrs.  Elmore  and  her  children  who  are  active  in  its 
management.  Mrs.  Elmore,  who  was  the  former 
Catherine  A.  Winteroth,  daughter  of  Alfred  O.  and 
Dorothy  (Van  Tell)  Winteroth,  married  Joseph  W. 
Elmore,  May  30,  1880.  Mrs.  Elmore  was  born  on 
Staten  Island.  To  Joseph  W.  and  Catherine  A. 
Elmore  four  children  were  born,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  The  remaining  two  are :  1.  Alfred  W., 
born  September  17,  1889.  He  is  married  and  has  one 
son,  Richard  W.,  born  December  10,  1914,  and  a 
daughter,  Aleciea  C.,  born  August  30,  1928.  Both  were 
born  on  Staten  Island.  2.  Joseph  B.,  born  August  15, 
1891. 


LIVINGSTON  C.  VAN  NAME— In  reviewing 
the  early  history  of  Staten  Island  one  is  reminded  of 
the  struggles  and  hardships  endured  by  the  early 
inhabitants  who  came  here  to  establish  themselves  in 
a  new  abode.  The  Van  Name  family,  as  well  as  its 
allied  branches,  of  whom  several  were  numbered 
among  the  very  original  settlers  here,  have  contributed 
greatly  to  the  continued  growth  of  this  region  and 
who,  at  present  are  represented  in  substantial  num¬ 
bers  in  civic,  professional  and  business  affairs  of  the 
community. 

The  review  herein  concerns  Livingston  C.  Van 
Name  and  those  of  his  forebears  in  his  direct  line  of 
descent.  He  is  of  the  ninth  generation,  his  original 
ancestor  in  America  being  Jochem  Englebert  Van 
Namen  who  was  born  in  Namen,  Holland,  in  1646, 
and  came  to  New  Netherland  as  a  young  man  in 
1662.  Jochem  Englebert  Van  Namen  remained  in  the 
New  Netherland  colony  for  about  twelve  years,  then 
migrating  to  Esopus,  near  Kingston,  Ulster  County, 
New  York.  There,  in  1678,  he  married  Elizabeth  Pels 
and  as  recorded  in  the  census  of  1706  had  the  follow* 
ing  children,  the  name  then  being  spelled  Van  Name; 
Everet,  aged  twenty-four;  Englebert,  aged  twenty- 
two;  Hendrick  and  Simon,  both  aged  sixteen,  and 
five  daughters,  three  of  whom  were  girls  under  six¬ 
teen  years. 

Simon  Van  Name  was  born  in  Kingston,  New 
York,  in  1690,  and  appears  to  have  lived  there  for 
some  twenty  years  when  he  came  to  Staten  Island, 
where  he  married  Sarah  Praal  and  had  two  sons  and 
a  daughter  of  whom  Aaron  was  born  on  August  11, 
1718.  Simon  went  with  his  two  brothers,  Everet  and 


Englebert,  to  serve  in  the  militia  of  1715;  his  cattle- 
mark  was  recorded  on  Staten  Island  in  1728  at  which 
time  he  was  also  justice  of  the  peace.  He  died  about 
1740,  for  in  that  year  his  son,  Aaron,  inherited  his 
cattle-mark. 

Aaron  Van  Name  married,  April  25,  1738,  Mary 
McLeon,  and  they  had  a  son,  Simon,  born  February 
30,  1739.  History  does  not  record  the  date  of  Simon’s 
marriage,  nor  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife.  It  does 
record,  however,  that  he  and  his  wife,  Mary,  had  a 
son,  Simon,  who  was  born  in  1783,  this  Van  Name 
being  the  great-great-grandfather  of  Livingston  C. 
Van  Name. 

This  Simon  Van  Name  married  Sarah  Van  Pelt 
on  January  18,  1801,  and  they  had  a  son,  John,  who 
was  born  in  1804,  and  was  married,  on  December 
30,  1826,  to  Ann  Decker,  and  they  in  turn  had  a 
son,  Daniel  D.,  born  January  4,  1830,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Ann  Winant  on  December  29,  1849,  and 
their  son,  George  A.,  father  of  Livingston  C.  Van 
Name,  was  born  July  15,  1852. 

The  Van  Name  family  was  engaged  in  the  oyster 
business  and  were  always  active  in  any  movement 
for  the  progress  and  welfare  of  their  community. 
Their  influence  was  always  exerted  along  the  honest 
lines  of  endeavor,  and  through  the  results  of  their 
efforts  they  are  now  highly  regarded  among  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Staten  Island. 

Livingston  C.  Van  Name,  who  for  over  twenty 
years  has  been  engaged  as  a  pharmacist  on  Staten 
Island,  was  born  in  West  New  Brighton  on  October 
20,  1882,  the  son  of  George  A.  and  Ida  (Pero)  Van 
Name.  Following  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  West  New  Brighton  he 
pursued  a  pharmaceutical  course  at  the  Board  of 
Pharmacy  Institute  from  which  institution  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  1903.  During  the  latter  years  of  his  course 
he  spent  his  spare  time  in  the  service  of  L.  S.  Lord, 
druggist  at  No.  267  Jewett  Avenue,  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  and  when  his  education  was  finished  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  association  with  Mr.  Lord.  In  1919.  a 
short  time  after  the  death  of  Mr  Lord,  Mr.  Van 
Name  purchased  the  business  and  since  that  time  has 
successfully  conducted  it. 

Aside  from  his  business  duties  Mr.  Van  Name 
also  holds  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  Richmond 
County  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Kiwanis 
Club,  the  Horticultural  Society  of  Staten  Island  and 
the  Holland  Society.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  is  now  a  director  of  the  State  Bank  of  Rich¬ 
mond  County,  and  generally  takes  an  interest  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  the  Island.  In  fraternal  affairs 
he  is  a  member  of  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  471,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Empire  Commandery,  Knights  Templar, 
and  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine. 

On  April  9,  1907,  at  Fort  Richmond,  Livingston 
C.  Van  Name  was  married  to  Mary  Hagaman, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Hagaman,  president  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Richmond  County,  and  Belle  (Snook) 
Hagaman. 


HENRY  C.  ELFERS — A  long-time  resident  of 
Tottenville  who,  though  not  a  native  of  this  place, 
has  spent  the  larger  part  of  his  life  here,  is  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Henry  C.  Elfers.  As  a  member  of  the  police 
department  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  which  service 
he  has  spent  thirty-three  years,  he  is  now  attached  to 
the  123d  Precinct  Station. 

The  birth  of  Henry  C.  Elfers  occurred  in  Brooklyn 
in  1868,  his  parents  having  been  Jacob  D.  and  Johanna 
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M.  Elfers.  At  a  comparatively  early  age  he  came  to 
Staten  Island  with  his  parents  and  received  most  of 
his  schooling  here.  His  duties  within  the  police  ranks 
have  at  times  necessitated  long  trips  to  and  from  his 
post  in  earlier  times  until  he  became  stationed  in 
Totten  ville. 

Some  years  following  his  departure  from  school, 
Lieutenant  Elfers  determined  to  enter  the  police 
department.  He  was  subsequently  appointed  to  the 
force  on  December  1,  1896,  by  the  late  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  former  President  of  the  United  States, 
when  he  held  the  office  of  Police  Commissioner  of 
New  York.  The  first  tour  of  duty  that  the  young 
policeman  began  came  upon  his  attachment  to  the 
Second  Precinct  Station,  Manhattan.  His  promotion 
to  the  rank  of  roundsman  came  in  1905,  but  later  when 
this  post  was  changed,  his  designation  became  that  of 
a  sergeant.  In  1913  he  was  appointed  to  a  lieutenancy, 
thus  gaining  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  first 
South  Shore  residents  to  achieve  this  rank,  the  others 
being  Henry  C.  Winant  of  Prince  Bay  and  Dennis  J. 
Glavin  of  Tottenville,  who  were  also  appointees  of  the 
late  President  Roosevelt. 

Shortly  after  the  latter  appointment,  Lieutenant 
Elfers  was  transferred  to  the  Bath  Beach  Precinct  in 
Brooklyn  where  he  remained  for  six  and  a  half  years 
before  coming  to  Tottenville  on  March  11,  1920. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  connected  with  this  station, 
formerly  known  as  the  Seventieth  Precinct  Station, 
but  now  bearing  the  number  123.  As  a  veteran  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Police  Department  he  has  experienced  more 
than  thirty-three  years  of  service  fraught  with  a  devo¬ 
tion  to  duty  that  has  made  his  record  one  of  high 
distinction  and  merit.  Since  beginning  his  long  service 
in  the  department  he  has  served  under  nearly  thirty 
commissioners  and  three  chiefs  of  police,  the  latter 
officers  at  first  being  the  designated  heads  of  the 
department.  The  first  chief  of  police  whom  he  served 
under  was  Peter  Conlin,  who  was  followed  by  John 
W.  McCullough  and  the  best  liked  of  all  police  heads, 
William  S.  Devery.  Following  his  appointment  as 
lieutenant  he  held  this  post  under  the  supervision  of 
Chief  Inspector  Moses  W.  Cortwright. 

Lieute’nant  Elfers  is  a  member  of  the  Police  Lieu¬ 
tenants’  Association  and  is  affiliated  fraternally  with 
the  Masonic  Order,  Huguenot  Lodge,  No.  81,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons.  The  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon 
is  one  of  the  Masonic  societies  with  which  he  has 
also  been  long  affiliated.  In  his  religious  persuasion 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  a  trustee  of  the  institution.  As  a  lover  of 
history  and  books  he  is  the  owner  of  a  large  library 
in  his  home.  During  his  long  residence  on  the  South 
Shore  he  has  found  time  to  become  active  in  other 
organizations  and  in  community  movements,  especially 
those  of  civic  betterment.  The  many  warm  friends  he 
has  made  here  were  among  the  first  to  congratulate 
him  upon  the  anniversary  of  the  completion  of  his 
thirty-third  year  with  the  police  department. 

The  marriage  of  Lieutenant  Elfers  took  place  on 
February  21,  1900,  to  Mineola  Marshall,  a  sister  of 
the  late  Charles  A.  Marshall,  who  is  represented 
biographically  in  this  work,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Hettie  (Androvette)  Marshall  of  Tottenville.  She 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
No.  66,  in  Tottenville.  The  Elfers  residence  is  located 
at  No.  135  Johnson  Avenue,  Tottenville. 


BERNHARD  ECCARIUS— Very  seldom  are  the 
ambitions  and  hopes  of  boyhood  days  realized  in  full, 
for  as  the  youth  grows  older  he  invariably  casts  aside 
his  earlier  desire  to  enter  a  particularly  colorful  or 


fanciful  occupation,  and  instead,  turns  toward  a  more 
applicable  and  workable  endeavor.  However,  in  the 
life  of  Bernhard  Eccarius,  a  resident  of  New  Spring- 
ville  and  now  the  head  of  the  Staten  Island  school  for 
canines,  the  ambitions  of  his  youth  were  realized 
perhaps  even  more  satisfactorily  than  he  believed. 
Living  in  his  native  Germany  as  a  lad  and  attending 
school  there,  he  longed  to  become  a  naval  officer. 
Later  this  hope  became  gratified  as  he  became  a  naval 
officer  in  the  service  of  his  country  during  the  World 
War. 

Bernhard  Eccarius  was  born  October  26,  1880,  in 
Schnepfenthal,  Province  of  Thueringen,  Germany,  his 
parents  being  John  and  Katarina  (Brauer)  Eccarius. 
Both  died  several  years  ago  and  are  buried  in  their 
native  township. 

As  a  boy,  our  subject  attended  the  local  public  and 
business  schools  before  entering  the  German  Naval 
School,  Ships  Boys  Division.  While  a  student  at  the 
latter  institution  he  determined  voluntarily  to  take  a 
naval  course  and  pursue  later  on  the  life  of  the  naval 
officer.  His  future  decided,  he  entered  the  naval  serv¬ 
ice  of  his  country  after  completing  a  course  at  the 
Naval  School. 

A  nine-year  period  of  service  on  behalf  of  his 
country  then  followed.  The  first  two  years,  from 
1898  to  1900,  were  spent  on  the  S.  M.  S.  “Moltke.” 
During  this  period  of  intensive  study  and  training  he 
applied  himself  thoroughly  to  all  branches  of  the 
service  and  immediately  after  completing  his  course 
became  attached  to  the  steamship  “Braunschweig”  as 
an  artillery  officer.  This  ship  was  one  of  Germany’s 
largest  battle  cruisers. 

Most  of  the  time  Bernhard  Eccarius  was  absent 
from  home  and  during  this  period  he  traveled  exten¬ 
sively  over  the  seven  seas  reaching  and  visiting  every 
port  of  importance  in  the  world.  In  the  meantime  he 
was  industriously  learning  the  rudiments  of  naval 
discipline  and  procedure  with  the  true  zeal  of  the 
young  naval  officer  of  his  country. 

The  next  naval  assignment  that  our  subject  under¬ 
took  found  him  posted  as  artillery  instructor  to  all 
cadets,  chief  petty  officers  and  other  naval  men  at 
Sonderburg,  which  served  as  headquarters  for  all 
training  activities.  This  school  is  similar  to  our  United 
States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis.  Our  subject’s 
full  rank  here  was  artillery  deck  officer  and  he 
remained  in  this  capacity  until  1906.  Then  he  was 
reassigned  to  the  sea,  becoming  attached  to  the  home 
fleet  where  he  served  until  the  beginning  of  the 
World  War.  At  this  time  he  was  elevated  to  the  high 
rank  of  lieutenant.  At  this  post  he  served  the  mother 
country  loyally,  all  during  this  time  taking  part  in  the 
famous  sea  battles  for  which  the  war  became  noted. 

The  largest  naval  battle  of  all  time,  the  Jutland 
engagement,  which  was  fought  between  the  British 
and  German  fleets  off  the  north  coast  of  Germany  in 
the  North  Sea,  found  his  ship  among  the  combatants. 
After  this  clash  he  was  attached  for  some  time  to  the 
famous  U  Boat  fleet,  submarine  division,  that 
attempted  to  bottle  up  all  enemy  ships  in  the  North 
Sea  and  Atlantic  Ocean  and  harass  all  neutral  ships 
carrying  contraband  of  war.  This  connection  lasted 
until  the  termination  of  the  war. 

Then  came  the  beginning  of  another  and  more  dis¬ 
tinctive  era  in  his  life.  During  his  period  of.  naval 
service,  particularly  when  he  was  enjoying  furloughs 
of  a  few  days  off,  he  had  trained  dogs,  soon  became 
proficient  at  this  work  and  upon  his  discharge  from 
the  navy  decided  to  follow  this  new  activity. 

From  1919  to  1923  Mr.  Eccarius  engaged  extensively 
in  the  work  of  training  dogs  in  Kiel  and  Sonderburg, 
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but  after  definitely  deciding  that  a  better  field  awaited 
him  in  America  he  sailed  for  this  country,  arriving 
here  June  i,  1923.  Crossing  on  the  steamship  “Hanse” 
he  landed  in  New  York  City.  He  almost  immediately 
came  to  Staten  Island  where  he  was  engaged  by  John 
Gans  of  Grymes  Hill  to  train  his  kennels.  He  remained 
here  a  year  before  founding  a  business  of  his  own 
which  is  the  present  establishment  located  at  No.  898 
Rockland  Avenue,  New  Springville.  This  modern  and 
roomy  place  is  known  as  the  Staten  Island  Training 
School  for  Dogs. 

The  school  maintained  by  Mr.  Eccarius  contains  a 
breeding  and  boarding  department  and  he  has  three 
and  a  half  acres  of  land  for  this  use  which  is  finely 
equipped  with  large,  ample  kennels  and  runways. 
Close  to  sixty  dogs  can  be  handled  at  one  time  and  so 
well  known  has  the  establishment  become  through  his 
experience  and  success  at  this  occupation,  that  cus¬ 
tomers  from  all  parts  of  the  country  have  become 
interested  at  one  time  or  another  in  the  training 
school. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Eccarius  took  place  December 
14,  1909,  to  Mathilda  Otto  of  Glasshuette,  Germany. 
They  have  two  children:  Elizabeth,  born  November 
9,  1910,  in  Williamschafen,  Germany;  and  Helmut, 
born  June  25,  1915,  in  Sonderburg,  Germany. 


GEORGE  H.  STERNBERG — Prominent  in  the 
group  of  this  community’s  younger  citizens,  sharing 
in  the  support  of  movements  for  its  welfare,  is  George 
H.  Sternberg.  In  professional  and  business  life  he 
is  a  dental  technician,  and  in  recognition  of  his  stand¬ 
ing,  fellow-members  of  the  association  organized  in 
behalf  of  that  profession  for  research  and  mutual 
assistance,  have  honored  him  with  high  office.  As  an 
executive  and  by  his  special  abilities  Mr.  Sternberg 
has  placed  his  firm  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  dental 
laboratory  industry. 

George  H.  Sternberg  was  born  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  October  10,  1893,  the  son  of  Herman  Stern¬ 
berg,  who  came  from  Hamburg,  Germany,  as  a  boy, 
before  the  Civil  War,  and  of  Sara  (Jacobs)  Stern¬ 
berg,  who  in  1882  came  from  Kolmar,  Posen,  now 
a  part  of  Poland.  Herman  Sternberg  was  a  manu¬ 
facturer  of  mineral  waters  in  New  York  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  and  in  1892  first  located  on  Staten 
Island,  being  one  of  the  pioneer  members  of  his 
race  to  settle  here.  He  built  the  Arrochar  Hotel,  near 
Fort  Wadsworth,  the  district  around  the  fort  being 
at  that  time  a  summer  colony,  and  operated  the 
hotel  with  great  success,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1906.  He  was  twice  married  and  the  father  of  ten 
children,  as  follows:  1.  Max,  who  is  now  connected 
with  the  post  office  department  in  New  York.  2. 
Joseph,  deceased.  3.  Esther,  deceased.  These  three 
children  were  by  his  first  wife,  Henrietta  Sternberg, 
who  died  January  2,  1882,  in  New  York.  Children 
of  his  second  wife,  Sara  (Jacobs)  Sternberg  were: 
4.  Henrietta,  who  married  Anthony  Barrett,  of  Ford- 
ham,  Borough  of  The  Bronx.  5.  Pauline,  married 
John  Stellefson,  of  Marlborough,  New  York.  6. 
George  H.,  of  whom  further,  and  four  others  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Sara  Sternberg  died  in  1913, 
at  Arrochar,  Staten  Island. 

Following  a  course  in  the  local  schools  at  Rose- 
bank,  George  H.  Sternberg  has  since  then  been 
engaged  in  business  in  the  metropolis.  For  a  period 
of  nine  years  he  was  variously  employed  in  New 
York  in  different  dental  laboratories  studying  for 
his  chosen  profession.  He  acquired  a  very  thorough 
knowledge  of  dental  prosthesis,  and  in  1917  became 
manager  for  the  George  A.  Wiechert  Dental  Labora¬ 
tory  in  West  Forty-second  Street,  where  he  re¬ 


mained  for  three  years.  With  his  professional  experi¬ 
ence,  both  as  a  dental  technician  and  in  tlie  execu¬ 
tive  branches  of  the  business,  he  felt  justified  in 
founding  his  own  dental  laboratories,  in  1920,  at  No. 
306  West  Fortieth  Street.  From  the  very  inception 
of  this  enterprise  it  has  been  a  success,  being  num¬ 
bered  among  the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind  in  the 
country.  In  January,  1926,  the  business  was  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  firm  name  of  Zilinski  and  Stern¬ 
berg,  the  offices  and  laboratories  now  being  located 
at  No.  1 14  West  Forty-fourth  Street.  Here  a  force 
of  abouty  fifty  skilled  specialists  are  engaged  in 
making  gold  and  rubber  plates,  removable  bridges  and 
other  technical  dental  work. 

Mr.  Sternberg  is  one  of  the  organizers  and  now 
president  of  the  Associated  Dental  Laboratories, 
Incorporated,  which  embraces  nearly  all  the  firms 
engaged  in  the  technical  dentistry  work  throughout 
the  metropolitan  district  of  New  York.  He  is  also 
an  active  member  of  the  American  Dental  Association. 
During  the  period  of  the  World  War,  Mr.  Stern¬ 
berg  volunteered  his  services  and  served  at  Base  Hos¬ 
pital  No.  2,  Gun  Hill  Road,  The  Bronx,  where  he 
was  busily  engaged  in  making  dental  splints  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Politically,  Mr.  Sternberg  is 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  civic, 
fraternal  and  club  life  he  is  one  of  the  well-known 
men  on  Staten  Island.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Richmond  Memorial  Hospital; 
Master  (1928),  of  Aquehonga  Lodge,  No.  906,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  member  of  the  Consistory,  the 
Shrine,  and  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  The  Royal 
Arcanum  likewise  includes  him  in  its  membership, 
and  in  1927  he  became  the  Exalted  Ruler  of  Lodge 
No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
His  clubs  include  the  following:  Staten  Island  Ma¬ 
sonic;  Aquehonga  Fellowcraft;  the  Brooklyn  Gun 
Club  and  the  Southern  New  York  Fishing  and  Game 
Association,  hunting  being  his  chief  recreation.  In 
his  religious  fellowship  he  is  a  member  of  Temple 
Emmanu-El. 

George  H.  Sternberg  married,  March  8,  1924, 
Pauline  F.  Rosengard,  of  Jersey  City,  daughter  of 
Emanuel  and  Jessie  (Ruben)  Rosengard,  who  both 
came  from  London,  England,  in  1909,  bringing  with 
them  their  five  children;  Etta,  Bernard  J.,  who  is 
deputy  city  clerk  of  Jersey  City;  Pauline  F.,  now  Mrs. 
Sternberg;  Sophia,  and  Janet,  deceased.  Two  other 
children,  Helen,  now  Mrs.  H.  Rubenstein,  and  Sylvia 
D.,  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rosengard  in  Jersey 
City.  Mr.  Rosengard  who  was  a  leather  merchant 
in  London  and  Jersey  City,  passed  away  in  the  latter 
place  in  1924,  being  survived  by  his  widow.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  H.  Sternberg  have  a  son,  Warren  G.  H. 


FREDERICK  M.  KETTNER,  D.  V.  S— A 

veterinary  surgeon  who  has  had  a  long  and  extensive 
experience  in  this  endeavor  both  here  and  in  New 
York  is  Dr.  Frederick  M.  Kettner,  who  is  a  native  of 
Stapleton  but  in  late  years  has  made  his  home  in 
Grant  City.  Of  German  ancestry,  the  birth  of 
Frederick  M.  Kettner  occurred  in  Stapleton  August 
17,  1882,  his  parents  being  Lorenz  and  Maria  (Rein¬ 
hart)  Kettner  of  that  town.  He  was  one  of  four 
brothers,  all  of  whom  reside  in  this  borough  at  the 
present  time  and,  like  their  parents,  are  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Frederick  M.  Kettner  attended  the  public  schools  of 
this  borough,  graduating  from  Public  School  No.  18  of 
New  Brighton.  He  then  entered  Senftner  Preparatory 
School  at  Astor  Place,  New  York,  and  was  graduated 
in  1900.  Determining  to  acquire  a  college  education 
which  he  felt  would  greatly  aid  him  in  later  life  he 
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matriculated  at  New  York  University  where  he  took 
up  the  Special  study  of  veterinary  surgery.  During 
his  college  years  he  starred  on  the  baseball  team  as  a 
catcher.  Upon  receiving  his  diploma  our  subject 
entered  the  employ  of  the  New  York  Contracting 
Company  as  chief  surgeon.  This  concern  was  engaged 
in  doing  considerable  excavation  and  construction 
work  whereby  many  dray  horses  were  used.  The 
company  also  controlled  for  some  time  the  Belmont 
racing  stables  and  consequently  needed  the  aid  of 
competent  veterinary  surgeons  in  its  work.  With  this 
establishment  Dr.  Kettner  had  charge  of  no  less  than 
fourteen  hundred  head  of  horses  and  became  asso¬ 
ciated  almost  daily  with  many  of  the  prominent  horse¬ 
men  of  the  time  including  Mayor  George  McClellan, 
August  Belmont,  Charles  Murphy,  and  James  Gaffney. 

The  New  York  Contracting  Company  continued  its 
work  of  construction  until  the  completion  of  the  work 
at  the  Pennsylvania  Station.  Thus  from  1903  to  1907 
Mr.  Kettner  had  charge  of  the  rolling  stock  of  the 
New  York  Contracting  Company  and  a  corresponding 
Pennsylvania  company.  In  the  latter  year,  however, 
he  returned  to  Staten  Island  to  begin  a  general  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  own.  During  the  succeeding  years  he 
labored  long  and  steadfastly  with  the  result  that  he 
succeeded  in  building  up  one  of  the  largest  practices 
of  its  kind  in  Greater  New  York.  When  horses  were 
in  far  greater  use  for  trucking  and  farming  purposes, 
also  for  saddle  and  drawing  carriages,  he  had  a  large 
clientele  both  in  Staten  Island  and  elsewhere.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  gradual  decline  of  the  horse  in  favor  of  the 
automobile  Dr.  Kettner  turned  his  attention  principally 
to  the  treatment  of  canines. 

The  latter  occupation  increased,  the  year  1928  mark¬ 
ing  the  very  best  year  that  he  experienced  in  this 
undertaking.  Close  to  four  hundred  dogs  were  boarded 
at  the  kennels  under  his  care  last  year.  At  this  place 
one  finds  not  only  a  large  and  roomy  kennel  but  a 
modern  dog  hospital.  An  ample  plot  of  nearly  one  acre 
is  used  for  the  home,  office  and  buildings  maintained 
by  Dr.  Kettner.  The  entire  acreage  is  well  land¬ 
scaped  with  trees,  gardens  and  lawns  and  is  located  at 
No.  183  Midland  Avenue,  Grant  City. 

In  his  fraternal  affiliations,  Dr.  Kettner  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Masonic  Order,  being  identified  with  Tomp¬ 
kins  Lodge,  No.  471,  member  of  Tyrian  Chapter, 
Empire  Commandery,  and  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In  his 
religious  association  he  is  a  member  of  the  Moravian 
Church  at  New  Dorp.  Community  and  civic  life  which 
aid  in  the  promulgating  of  public  welfare  projects 
have  absorbed  much  of  his  attention  during  his  resi¬ 
dence  here  and  he  is  well  known  throughout  the 
Island. 

Dr.  Kettner  married  at  New  Dorp  on  January  16, 
1913,  Christina  Hechler,  daughter  of  William  and 
Christina  (Litzenberger)  Hechler,  both  natives  of 
Germany. 


JOHN  WILLIG — The  benefits  accruing  from  a 
thorough  and  painstaking  education  almost  invariably 
prove  of  major  significance  later  in  life.  Oftentimes, 
however,  further  study  covering  a  period  of  years 
and  fraught  with  a  willingness  of  learning  a  worth¬ 
while  trade,  business  or  profession  is  necessary  for 
the  mastering  of  a  chosen  occupation  in  life.  John 
Willig,  publisher  and  printer  and  for  long  years  the 
owner  of  an  establishment  of  this  kind  located  on 
Canal  Street,  Stapleton,  received  the  benefit  of  such 
an  experience  with  advantageous  results.  He  is  now 
retired  and  resides  in  Stapleton. 

Hanover,  Germany,  was  the  native  home  of  John 


Willig,  and  there  the  Willigs  lived  for  many  years. 
His  parents  were  the  late  Henry  and  Minna  (Schultz) 
Willig,  the  former  being  an  esteemed  attendant  of 
the  royal  court.  They  died  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
the  father  in  1895,  the  mother  in  1897. 

After  receiving  the  educational  advantages  af¬ 
forded  to  the  family  of  court  attendants,  John  Willig 
became  apprenticed  to  a  printer  in  Hanover  where 
he  remained  five  years  without  compensation  at  the 
trade  that  was  to  become  his  lifetime  calling.  How¬ 
ever,  in  1888,  a  decision  to  leave  his  home  country 
for  a  career  in  the  United  States  where  he  hoped 
to  forge  ahead  rapidly  as  a  printer,  proved  a  most 
fortunate  one  for  young  Willig.  After  arriving  in 
New  York  on  the  North  German  Lloyd  steamship 
“Aller,”  he  chanced  to  read  a  German  newspaper 
published  in  New  York  and  encountered  a  help- 
wanted  advertisement  from  Staten  Island  seeking  a 
journeyman  printer.  In  answering  this  offer  he  came 
to  Staten  Island,  was  given  the  position  he  sought 
and  worked  for  several  years  for  his  new  employer, 
who  was  an  old  Staten  Islander,  by  name  John 
Schiefer.  These  years  were  productive  of  earnest 
and  conscientious  labor  that  stamped  him  as  a  printer 
of  skill  and  one  likely  to  succeed  in  a  large  news¬ 
paper  office. 

Leaving  Staten  Island  in  1890  John  Willig  traveled 
southward  where  he  was  given  employment  as  a 
printer  on  a  newspaper,  “The  Atlanta  Constitution,” 
of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  While  connected  with  this  estab¬ 
lishment  he  once  received  a  well-merited  prize  at  the 
Atlanta  Cotton  Exposition  for  swiftness  and  ac¬ 
curacy  in  hand  type  setting  by  “The  Atlanta  Con¬ 
stitution.”  This  competition  was  for  practically  every 
leading  printer  in  the  southern  section  of  the  country. 

The  next  few  years,  from  1891  to  1895,  found  our 
subject  associated  with  the  Franklin  Printing  and 
Publishing  Company  of  Atlanta  where  his  duty  was 
that  of  foreman  of  the  job  printing  department. 

However,  in  1895  Mr.  Willig  returned  to  Staten 
Island  to  reside  and  two  years  later  he  purchased 
a  printing  plant  of  his  own  situated  at  No.  68  Broad 
Street,  Stapleton.  Later  he  established  another  larger 
shop  at  No.  142  Canal  Street,  Stapleton.  With  the 
passing  of  time  bringing  about  the  urgent  need  for  a 
reliable  and  thoroughly-up-to-date  printing  establish¬ 
ment,  especially  in  the  immediate  district  where  he 
was  located,  he  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  the 
work  at  hand,  with  the  result  that  his  business  pros¬ 
pered  almost  beyond  his  fondest  hopes.  In  1906  he 
made  another  move,  this  time  to  purchase  the  site 
of  his  present  plant  at  Nos.  70-74  Gordon  Street 
where  he  has  built  a  modern  printing  plant  thor¬ 
oughly  equipped  with  automatic  press  where  he 
handles  exclusively  the  printing  of  all  types  of  com¬ 
mercial  office  supplies.  He  has  about  five  thousand 
square  feet  of  space  for  his  warehouse  and  print¬ 
ing  plant  proper. 

Mr.  Willig  continued  business  privately  until  1927 
when  he  incorporated  under  the  form  of  The  John 
Willig  Press,  Incorporated.  At  this  time  Mr.  Willig 
became  president.  Although  not  actively  engaged  in 
the  detail  work  of  his  corporation  at  the  present  time 
he  is  still  looked  upon  as  the  head  of  the  business 
and  his  advice  is  sought  in  all  important  matters 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Willig  married  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  March  27, 
1891,  Elizabeth  Otto,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Eliza 
(Gretzer)  Otto.  She  likewise  is  of  German  descent, 
her  parents  having  come  from  Mainz,  Germany.  In 
civic,  fraternal  and  social  affairs  within  the  district 
where  they  reside,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willig  are  both 
active  and  prominent.  The  former  is  a  member  of 
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Klopstock  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  hav¬ 
ing  joined  this  organization  years  ago  and  contributed 
greatly  to  its  welfare  and  success  during  the  ensuing 
years.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Quartet  Club, 
having  been  president  for  about  ten  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Rifle  Team  and  other 
organizations  such  as  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
National  League  of  Masonic  Clubs  and  the  Ocean 
Yacht  Club. 

The  Willig  residence  is  located  at  No.  91  Targee 
Street,  Stapleton,  where  our  subject  is  content  to 
spend  part  of  each  year.  However,  as  he  is  largely 
free  from  business  worries  it  is  his  wont  to  spend 
some  of  his  time  in  Florida  during  some  of  the  winter 
months,  and  oftentimes  in  traveling  by  motor  about 
the  United  States  or  in  his  native  land. 


JOSEPH  H.  GOWER,  JR. — During  the  latter 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  Joseph  H.  Gower,  Jr., 
now  deceased,  was  active  in  the  local  ferry  boat  serv¬ 
ice.  Having  been  a  resident  of  Tompkinsville  for 
a  lifetime,  he  was  first  employed  on  the  old  Stapleton 
ferry,  later  serving  in  an  important  position  on  the 
Brooklyn-Staten  Island  line. 

The  Gower  family,  which  is  of  English  descent  was 
long  seated  in  that  country  according  to  historic 
annals.  From  olden  days  to  the  present  time  a  number 
of  prominent  public  places  in  London  have  borne  the 
appelation,  “Gower,”  thus  lending  a  measure  of  dis¬ 
tinction  and  prestige  to  the  name.  The  Gowers,  for  the 
most  part,  were  professional  folk,  thrifty  business 
men  and  skilled  tradesmen. 

The  first  member  of  the  family  to  settle  on  Staten 
Island  was  Joseph  H.  Gower,  Sr.,  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  who  was  born  in  1797.  He  sailed  from  England 
to  America  in  the  very  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  Though  his  first  intent  was  to  live  in  Mont¬ 
real  and  pursue  his  calling  there,  he  left  that  city  for 
the  United  States,  bringing  with  him  his  wife,  Lucy 
(Quirk)  Gower,  whom  he  had  married  while  in 
Montreal.  She  was  born  in  18x8,  and  like  her  husband, 
Mrs.  Gower  was  of  English  lineage  and  a  native  of 
London.  Upon  coming  to  Staten  Island  they  made 
their  home  in  Tompkinsville  at  the  foot  of  Blazing 
Star  Trail,  now  known  as  Victory  Boulevard. 

Joseph  H.  Gower,  Sr.,  who  was  by  occupation  a 
painter  and  decorator,  became  sufficiently  successful 
at  this  undertaking  to  care  for  a  modest  home  and 
family.  He  was  a  conscientious  workman  and  a  man 
to  whom  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship  meant  intel¬ 
ligent  fulfillment  on  his  part.  His  death  occurred 
December  9,  1863,  his  wife  having  previously  passed 
away  on  September  7,  of  the  same  year.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  were  born 
on  Staten  Island,  are  now  deceased  and  are  buried 
in  local  cemeteries.  They  follow:  x.  George  H.,  born 
November  12,  1840.  2  Joseph  H.,  Jr.,  our  subject,  of 
whom  further.  3.  Elizabeth  J.,  born  June  11,  1844. 
4.  John  J.,  born  April  25,  1846,  who,  according  to  the 
Staten  Island  Directory  of  1882,  was  printer  of  the 
“Gazette- Sentinel”  and  resided  in  Bay  Street,  Tomp¬ 
kinsville,  and  was  also  listed  in  1897  as  a  printer  living 
at  the  corner  of  Brook  and  Thompson  streets  within 
the  same  village.  5.  Amelia  Ann,  born  March  29, 
1851.  6.  William  T.,  twin  to  Amelia  A.  7.  Ellen  Eunis, 
born  March  9,  1854.  Two  sons,  Alfred  A.  and  Joseph 
G.,  both  died  in  infancy. 

The  birth  of  Joseph  H.  Gower,  Jr.,  occurred  Sep¬ 
tember  19,  1841,  at  the  family  residence  in  Tompkins¬ 
ville.  As  a  lad  he  received  his  education  in  the  famous 
old  Stapleton  School  where  many  prominent  Staten 
Islanders  learned  their  early  lessons  and  prepared  for 


business,  professional  or  public  careers.  Though  it 
was  necessary  for  the  youth  to  leave  school  with  only 
a  grammar  school  training,  nevertheless  he  had 
received  a  discipline  and  instruction  of  the  highest 
caliber.  He  obtained  his  first  employment  on  the  old 
Stapleton  ferry  which  touched  Clifton,  Stapleton  and 
Tompkinsville  and  remained  several  years  in  this 
service.  Later  he  journeyed  to  Richmond,  Virginia, 
working  for  a  ferry  line  in  that  vicinity,  one  year 
being  sufficient  to  allow  him  to  realize  that  better 
opportunities  to  make  good  lay  at  home.  Consequently, 
he  returned  to  Stapleton  and  took  a  position  with 
the  Brooklyn  Ferry  Company,  where  he  served  until 
his  retirement  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  At  the  time 
of  his  departure  from  active  duty  his  post  was  that  of 
foreman  to  which  he  had  risen  mainly  through  his 
yonscientious  devotion  to  his  work. 

By  nature  industrious  and  thorough-going,  Mr. 
Gower  manifested  an  intelligent  and  helpful  interest  in 
civic  matters  within  his  home  community,  living 
withal,  a  life  well  spent.  Following  his  retirement  he 
remained  at  his  home,  No.  132  St.  Paul’s  Avenue, 
Tompkinsville,  for  several  years,  passing  away  June 
12,  1910,  aged  sixty-eight.  Burial  took  place  in 
Moravian  Cemetery,  New  Dorp. 

Joseph  H.  Gower’s  marriage  had  taken  place  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  1870,  to  Jenny  K.  Dietrich,  daughter  of 
William  and  Suzan  (Timerus))  Dietrich.  The  Diet¬ 
richs  had  come  to  this  country  from  Alsace-Lorraine, 
and  located  in  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Gower’s  death 
occurred  August  28,  1911,  and  she  was  also  buried  in 
Moravian  Cemetery. 

Joseph  H.  and  Jenny  K.  (Dietrich)  Gower  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters  :  1.  Charles  L.,  the  eldest,  born  September  15, 
1871,  married  Joyce  Anderson.  2.  Emma  L.,  born 
October  7,  1875,  is  reviewed  below.  3.  Lucy  A.,  born 
July  6,  1880,  married  J.  A.  Plunkett.  4.  Frederick  W., 
born  July  4,  1886,  served  overseas  with  the  29th  Divi¬ 
sion,  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  at  the  time  of 
the  World  War.  He  is  unmarried. 

Emma  L.  Gower  received  her  education  in  the 
schools  of  Staten  Island,  showing  a  marked  aptitude 
at  her  studies.  At  the  age  of  eleven,  in  competition 
with  other  students,  many  of  whom  were  almost  twice 
her  age,  she  received  a  first  place  medal  in  an  elocu¬ 
tion  contest  on  the  subject,  “High  License,  State  of 
New  York.”  Sometime  after  completing  her  studies 
she  traveled  westward  to  Tecumseh,  Pottowatomie 
County,  Oklahoma,  where  she  married  on  April  17, 
1902,  Joseph  A.  Kline  of  that  place. 

In  Mr.  Kline’s  family  there  flowed  the  blood  of  the 
Cherokee  Indian,  one  of  the  leading  tribes  of  North 
America.  In  fact,  his  great-grandfather  was  an 
Indian  Chieftain  known  as  Ouchilita,  a  distinguished 
warrior.  At  one  time  Mr.  Kline  was  a  cowboy,  at 
another  time,  a  United  States  Marshall,  and  later  he 
was  engaged  in  the  printing  business.  As  a  soldier  in 
the  service  of  his  country  he  served  as  one  of  Colonel 
Roosevelt’s  famous  Rough  Riders.  He  fought  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  charge  at  San  Juan  Hill  and  after 
leaving  Cuba,  came  to  Staten  Island  July  16,  1898, 
where  he  met  Emma  Gower,  who  was  later  to  become 
his  wife. 

After  their  marriage  in  Oklahoma  Joseph  A.  Kline 
and  his  wife  remained  there  for  a  short  time  before 
returning  to  Staten  Island  where  their  only  daughter, 
Jenny  A.,  was  born  February  8,  1903.  She  married  on 
June  7,  1922,  Harry  K.  Lind,  who  is  attached  to  the 
United  States  Immigration  Service.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lind  have  a  daughter,  Jenny  Gower,  born  March  12, 
1924.  She  is  of  the  third  generation  of  her  family  to 
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attend  Public  School  14,  Stapleton.  The  Kline  resi¬ 
dence  is  located  at  No.  170  Wright  Street,  Stapleton. 
The  Gower  family  have  always  been  members  of  St. 
Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  Stapleton. 


JOHN  JARVIS  WILLIS  — For  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  the  family  of  Willis  has  resided 
on  Staten  Island,  three  generations  having  been 
identified  with  the  district  embracing  Stapleton.  In 
the  following  lines  is  described  a  review  of  the  family 
from  early  times  in  New  Jersey  to  the  present  time 
here  on  our  island. 

The  Willis  family  was  long  seated  in  and  about 
England  before  the  arrival  of  its  progenitors  in  the 
New  World.  During  early  settlement  days  its  mem¬ 
bers  were  among  the  pioneers  of  the  American 
colonies.  The  branch  from  which  John  Jarvis  Willis 
descends  settled  in  old  Elizabethtown,  now  Elizabeth, 
New  Jersey,  more  than  two  and  a  quarter  centuries 
ago.  In  our  neighboring  State  there  is  good  account 
of  them  in  various  historical  papers  and  documents. 
The  record  herein  of  this  particular  family  definitely 
dates  to  the  year  of  1709  and  no  doubt  further  re¬ 
search  in  New  Jersey  would  disclose  the  name  of 
the  progenitor,  the  year  of  his  arrival  in  this  country 
and  from  whence  he  came. 

According  to  notations  long  since  inscribed  in  the 
family  Bible  and  other  references  possessed  by  the 
Willis  family,  one  Thomas  Willis  was  born  in  Eliza¬ 
bethtown,  on  December  7,  1709,  and  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  March  24,  1787.  His  wife,  Hannah’s,  birth 
took  place  September  10,  1711.  Her  surname  and 
date  of  death  are  unknown.  Their  children  were: 
Nathaniel,  Jacob,  James,  Sarah,  John,  Anne,  William, 
Hannah  and  Mary,  all  born  between  1739  and  1753. 

At  this  point  of  their  family  record  there  is  a  lapse 
of  forty-five  years,  because  William  M.  Willis’  name 
is  mentioned  next  as  having  married  Ann  Pool,  on 
October  26,  1794.  It,  however,  is  more  than  likely 
that  William  Willis,  born  June  3.  i749>  son  of 
Thomas  Willis  of  date  1709,  was  the  father  of  Wil¬ 
liam  M.  Willis.  The  latter  was  a  farmer  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  church.  To  him  and  his  wife, 
Ann  Pool,  were  born  eight  children  from  1796  to 
1819,  in  Elizabethtown.  They  were:  Abbey,  Mar¬ 
garet,  died  in  infancy,  Margaret  L.,  James,  Fanny, 
Susannah,  William  and  John. 

James  Willis,  son  of  William  M.  and  Ann  (Pool) 
Willis,  was  born  June  1,  1805,  at  Elizabethtown,  in 
the  family  homestead.  The  fore  part  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  his  place  of  birth  and  at  Morristown  in  the 
same  State.  It  was  he  who  first  came  to  Staten 
Island  and  settled  here  about  1850  and  in  time  be¬ 
came  a  successful  hardware  merchant  on  Bay  Street, 
near  Thompson  Street,  Stapleton,  where  his  house 
still  remains.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in  his  adopted 
place  of  residence,  was  a  charter  member  of  Tomp¬ 
kins  Lodge,  of  the  Masonic  order  and  a  staunch 
Methodist.  He  married,  October  2,  1828,  Sarah 
Blaau  Jarvis,  bom  May  5,  1805,  in  Elizabethtown 
and  they  had  children,  some  born  in  Elizabethtown 
and  others  in  Morristown,  as  follows:  William  Henry, 
born  August  28,  1829;  John  James,  1st,  bom  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1831;  John  James,  2d,  born  July  16,  1832; 
James  Warren,  born  December  27,  1833;  Sarah  L., 
born  December  19,  1835;  James  Buckley,  born 
August  8,  1838;  Virginia  and  Georgianna  (twins), 
born  June  21,  1840;  John  Jarvis,  1st,  born  June  6, 
1842;  Harriet  Watson,  born  September  20,  1843,  and 
John  Jarvis,  2d,  whose  review  follows.  It  will  be 
noted  that  there  is  a  duplication  of  names  among 
these  children  which  indicates  that  the  custom  of 


renaming  a  child  after  one  who  had  passed  away  in 
infancy,  was  carried  out  here. 

John  Jarvis  Willis,  the  last  named  son  of  James 
and  Sarah  Blaau  (Jarvis)  Willis,  was  born  in  Morris¬ 
town,  New  Jersey,  July  13,  1845,  and  as  a  mere  boy 
was  brought  to  Staten  Island  by  his  parents.  He 
attended  a  private  school  maintained  by  a  Mrs.  Hol- 
ten,  in  Stapleton,  after  which,  employment  in  the 
service  of  the  renowned  A.  T.  Stewart  Company,  in 
Chambers  Street,  Manhatten,  was  his  first  business 
experience.  This  firm  was  later  absorbed  by  John 
Wanamaker  and  Company  which  became  the  nucleus 
of  that  present  great  establishment.  Here  he  re¬ 
mained  for  a  few  years,  acquiring  valuable  knowledge 
that  fitted  him  for  a  worthy  banking  career  which  he 
followed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  About  1863  he 
entered  the  old  Importers  and  Traders  National 
Bank  in  New  York,  where  in  time  he  was  given  a 
position  as  teller  and  in  the  subsequent  years  he  was 
entrusted  with  greater  responsibilities  thereby  gain¬ 
ing  recognition  in  the  profession  of  finance.  His 
service  in  behalf  of  this  institution  was  one  of  nearly 
fifty  years  duration.  He  was  considered  an  expert 
on  United  States  currency,  being  able  to  frustrate 
the  circulation  of  counterfeit  bills  and  coins  and  in 
this  respect  was  consulted  by  various  business  firms. 
John  Janus  Willis  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  civic 
betterment  of  Staten  Island  and  was  enlightened  on 
the  chief  topics  of  his  time  and  especially  the  political 
news  of  his  country.  He  was  active  as  a  citizen  in 
local  Republican  affairs. 

John  Jarvis  Willis  married,  July  10,  1866,  on 
Staten  Island,  Catharine  Cattermole,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Catharine  (Roberts)  Cattermole.  Mrs. 
Willis  was  born  in  Stapleton,  January  2,  1847,  and 
died  July  30,  1923.  Her  mother,  who  was  said  to  have 
been  born  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  had  the  original  sur¬ 
name  of  Robert  which  was  changed  later  to  Roberts. 
Thomas  Cattermole,  a  native  of  England,  settled  here 
some  years  before  the  Civil  War  and  followed  the 
career  of  a  sea  captain.  In  addition  to  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Catharine,  three  other  Cattermole  children  were 
born  to  him  and  his  wife:  Henry  M.,  mentioned  else¬ 
where  in  this  work,  Edward,  and  Anne  M.  The 
latter  two  died  in  their  youth.  Mrs.  Willis  was  a 
loyal  help-mate,  deeply  devoted  to  her  home  and 
family  and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  shared  her 
friendship.  She  had  survived  her  husband  by  more 
than  twelve  years,  his  death  having  occurred  Febru¬ 
ary  23,  1911.  Both  are  buried  in  Moravian  Ceme¬ 
tery,  at  New  Dorp.  John  Jarvis  and  Catharine 
(Cattermole)  Willis  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  all  born  in  Stapleton:  Catharine  L.,  the  eldest, 
whose  birth  took  place  on  July  28,  1867,  married 
Clement  S.  Culver,  of  Westfield,  New  York.  She 
taught  school  for  some  time  and  later  followed  work 
in  the  theatrical  profession  before  and  after  her  mar¬ 
riage.  2.  William  H.,  was  born  December  26,  1868. 
He  has  been  associated  for  more  than  thirty-five 
years  with  the  New  York  “World.”  His  wife  was 
Sophia  Abe,  of  New  Springville.  3.  James  B., 
whose  birth  occurred  on  November  12,  1870,  died  in 
infancy.  4.  Roswell  J.,  born  February  5,  1881.  There 
were  no  grandchildren  born  to  John  Jarvis  Willis. 
His  son  Roswell  J.,  who,  after  completing  his  educa¬ 
tion  entered  the  United  States  Post  Office  Depart¬ 
ment  in  1898  and  has  remained  in  this  service,  is 
now  connected  with  the  Stapleton  Post  Office.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Council,  No.  61,  Junior 
Order  of  United  American  Mechanics,  the  old  Clif¬ 
ton  Boat  Club,  the  Miamity  Club  of  Brooklyn,  and 
the  National  Federation  of  Post  Office  Clerks.  Like 
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members  of  his  family,  he  has  always  been  a  staunch 
Republican  by  political  persuasion  and  a  Presbyterian 
in  religious  faith.  His  residence  is  at  No.  25  Occi¬ 
dent  Avenue,  Stapleton,  where  his  sister,  Mrs.  Cul¬ 
ver,  also  resides. 

(The  Blaau  and  Jarvis  Families) 

The  Blaau  family  was  of  Holland- Dutch  origin 
and  was  early  established  in  New  York  State.  Of 
historical  interest  is  the  will  of  Cornelia  (Waldron) 
Blaau,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Blaau,  which  was  drawn  on 
August  24,  1786.  His  Excellency,  George  Clinton, 
Esquire,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  was 
named  as  executor.  (See  Library  of  Willis,  N.  Y. 
No.  40,  Page  39).  Cornelia  (Waldron)  Blaau  was 
the  great-grandmother  of  Sarah  Blaau  (Jarvis) 
Willis,  the  mother  of  John  Jarvis  Willis,  our  sub¬ 
ject.  It  is  evident  that  the  Blaaus  and  Waldrons 
(the  latter  also  Dutch)  were  people  of  means  and 
influence  and  were  associated  with  leading  families 
of  that  period.  The  Blaau  children  were:  Abraham, 
Cornelia,  who  married  John  Allboy;  Sarah,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Arthur  Jarvis,  of  further  mention;  and  Waldron. 

Arthur  Jarvis,  of  Huguenot  ancestry,  son-in-law  of 
Jeremiah  and  Cornelia  (Waldron)  Blaau,  by  his 
wife,  Sarah,  had  the  following  children:  Benjamin 
J.,  born  in  Manhattan,  of  further  mention;  Cornelia 
and  Mary,  natives  respectively  of  Waterbury  and 
Woodbury,  Connecticut;  and  Sarah,  whose  birth  took 
place  at  Jericho,  Long  Island.  These  births  between 
1755  and  1782  were  at  the  different  points  to  which 
the  family  removed  from  time  to  time.  The  Jarvis 
family  were  farmers  by  occupation. 

Benjamin  J.  Jarvis,  the  eldest  of  Arthur  Jarvis’ 
children  was  born  March  17,  1775.  To  him  and  his 
wife,  Phebe  Ogden,  there  were  six  children  born  in 
Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey,  from  1799  to  1811.  They 
were  Matthias,  Cornelia,  Hannah  Ogden,  Sarah 
Blaau,  John  Ogden  and  Margaret.  It  was  Sarah 
Blaau  who  married  James  Willis,  the  father  of  John 
Jarvis  Willis,  our  subject.  (It  is  probable  that  a 
number  of  Jarvis’  living  on  Staten  Island  may  be 
related  to  this  Jarvis  line.) 


GABRIEL  J.  BOERA — Although  but  a  very  few 
citizens  of  Spain  have  forsaken  their  native  coun¬ 
try  to  journey  to  America  and  ultimately  settle  in 
Staten  Island,  yet  those  who  have  become  residents  of 
this  borough  have  invariably  been  persons  of  intelli¬ 
gence  and  public  esteem.  A  worthy  example  of  such 
a  splendid  character  who  came  here  to  live  in  Clifton 
was  the  late  Gabriel  J.  Boera,  who  by  occupation  was 
a  manufacturer  and  importer  of  corkwood,  with 
offices  in  Manhattan. 

Gabriel  J.  Boera  was  born  October  3,  1850,  at  Pala- 
frugele,  Catalonia  Province,  Spain.  After  spending 
his  early  days  in  the  country  of  his  birth  where  he 
received  a  sound  educational  training  he  determined 
to  come  to  America  in  order  to  pursue  business  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  the  New  World.  Coming  here  in  1872,  he 
was  actually  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  corkwood 
manufacturing  business  in  the  metropolis.  Almost 
upon  disembarking  he  founded  an  establishment  of  his 
own  and  gradually  the  undertaking  prospered,  due, 
mainly,  to  his  shrewd  executive  ability,  until  he  finally 
maintained  offices  at  No.  101  Maiden  Lane  and  No. 
192  Pearl  Street,  both  in  busy  down  town  sections  of 
Manhattan. 

Not  long  following  his  arrival  in  this  country  Mr. 
Boera  removed  to  Staten  Island  in  1890.  He  became 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  this  borough  to  a  marked 
extent  and  purchased  from  the  Vanderbilt  estate  a 


homestead  in  Clifton.  In  his  fraternal  association,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order. 

Our  subject  married  Carmen  Vilar,  born  August 
I2>  i854>  at  Calonge,  Catalonia  Province,  Spain.  Mr. 
Boera’s  death  occurred  September  27,  1913,  and  he 
was  buried  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery.  She  survives 
him  and  lives  in  the  old  family  homestead  at  No.  73 
Greenfield  Avenue,  Clifton. 

To  Gabriel  J.  and  Carmen  (Vilar)  Boera  seven 
children  were  born,  two  of  whom,  Leon  and  Anna  B., 
are  deceased.  The  remaining  five,  all  of  whom  are 
married,  are  Aurora  E.,  Gabriel  J.,  Jr.,  Carmen  E., 
Alvaro,  and  Ramon  J.  Children  were  born  to  each  of 
these  marriages. 

This  brief  life  sketch  of  Gabriel  J.  Boera  is  dedi¬ 
cated  to  his  memory  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Carmen  E. 
Sanchez.  She  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Sanchez  and  they 
have  three  children,  Henry  G.,  the  eldest,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  1907,  was  graduated  from  Public  School  No. 
14  and  Curtis  High  School.  He  is  now  a  student  at 
the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis.  A 
younger  brother,  Alvaro  M.,  was  born  July  5,  1911, 
and  also  received  his  early  schooling  at  Public  School 
No.  14  and  Curtis  High  School.  He  now  attends 
Columbia  University  where  he  is  taking  a  general 
college  course.  The  youngest  member  of  the  family 
is  Carmen  F.,  born  October  31,  1916,  and  now  attend¬ 
ing  Public  School  No.  14. 

The  Boera  home  which  is  also  the  dwelling  place 
of  the  Sanchez  family  is  pleasantly  situated  in  Clifton, 
and  brings  to  mind  a  picture  of  the  Staten  Island  of 
the  past,  which  one  gathers  from  the  house  itself  and 
its  surroundings. 


JOHN  A.  WILKENS — Active  in  the  real  estate 
market  on  Staten  Island,  John  A.  Wilkens  has  been 
very  successful  in  this  field.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
operations  he  has  participated  in  the  development  of 
several  communities  of  homes  and  other  similar 
projects  in  and  about  Tottenville  and  Charleston,  his 
success  in  these  ventures  contributing  to  the  general 
progress  and  growth  of  the  Island. 

Mr.  Wilkens  was  born  on  March  28,  1887,  in  Bre¬ 
men,  Germany,  a  son  of  John  D.  and  Marie  (Munder- 
loh)  Wilkens  of  that  city.  His  parents  still  reside  in 
Germany  where  his  father  is  a  retired  school  principal. 

John  A.  Wilkens  was  educated  in  the  Bremen 
schools,  and  was  graduated  from  the  gymnasium  there 
when  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  Soon  afterwards  he 
began  his  apprenticeship  with  a  wholesale  tobacco  firm 
with  whom  he  remained  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  came  to  Canada,  settling  in  Montreal, 
where  his  uncle  at  that  time  was  German  Consul,  and 
for  two  years  he  was  connected  with  Munderloh  and 
Company,  an  importing  firm  which  brought  plate 
glass  and  steel  from  Germany.  Forced  to  return  to 
Germany  for  a  year  of  military  service  in  the  German 
Army,  he  came  again  to  Canada  in  1910,  and  resumed 
his  previous  business  association  with  Munderloh  and 
Company  in  the  capacity  of  salesman.  In  this  work 
the  whole  of  Canada  was  his  territory.  In  1914,  Mr. 
Wilkens  came  to  New  York  City,  and  for  a  period  of 
three  years  thereafter  was  employed  in  various  posi¬ 
tions  by  several  firms.  Finally,  in  1917,  he  came  to 
Staten  Island,  and  began  to  sell  insurance  for  the 
John  Hancock  Company  at  Prince  Bay,  continuing 
in  this  work  until  the  year  1921.  At  that  time  he 
became  interested  in  local  real  estate,  and  soon 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Lundsten,  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  whom  he  purchased  and  developed  the  prop¬ 
erties  known  as  Charleston  Gardens,  in  Charleston, 
and  Bridge  Concourse,  in  Richmond  Valley.  Later 
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Mr.  Wilkens  independently  developed  Summitt  Court 
and  Tottenville  Estates,  both  in  Tottenville.  In  all 
his  business  operations  Mr.  Wilkens  has  displayed 
sound  judgment  and  an  instinct  in  the  matter  of  busi¬ 
ness  trends  and  property  values  which  have  brought 
him  much  success.  In  addition  to  the  active  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  own  affairs  he  is  also  the  owner  of  prop¬ 
erty  in  Tottenville  and  Pleasant  Plains. 

Mr.  Wilkens  has  always  been  interested  in  any 
movement  designed  to  promote  the  welfare  and  growth 
of  Tottenville,  or  of  the  community  at  large,  con¬ 
tributing  liberally  to  worthy  civic  and  charitable 
causes.  On  Staten  Island,  he  is  a  member  of  the  South 
Shore  Lions  Club. 

John  A.  Wilkens  married,  in  1915,  Ethel  Wood, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Fanny  Wood,  of  Kensington, 
England,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Anna 
Marie,  now  attending  public  school  in  Tottenville. 


OSCAR  EMMANUEL  SPERRLE — A  native  of 
Germany  and  having  come  to  this  country  when  a 
young  man,  Oscar  E.  Sperrle  has  built  up  a  success¬ 
ful  business  of  importing  and  exporting  dye  stuffs 
and  is  known  in  the  trade  throughout  this  country 
and  in  places  of  export  by  his  business  transactions. 
He  is  the  son  of  Matthes  and  Matilda  (Frank) 
Sperrle,  both  natives  of  Germany. 

Oscar  E.  Sperrle  was  born  in  Schorndorf,  Ger¬ 
many,  on  October  25,  1880.  He  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  there  and  in  France.  He  studied  chemistry  and 
then  entered  the  dye  stuff  business  in  the  latter 
country,  from  whence  he  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1902.  He  was  for  a  number  of  years  associated 
with  Adolph  Keppelman  in  the  coloring  business 
located  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Keppelman  retired 
from  the  business  and  Mr.  Sperrle  and  the  book¬ 
keeper  former  a  partnership  and  carried  on  the 
business  until  1923.  They  engaged  in  the  importing, 
exporting  and  manufacture  of  dye  stuffs  and  did  an 
increasing  business.  In  1923,  the  partner  died  and 
Mr.  Sperrle  has  continued  the  business  as  sole  pro¬ 
prietor  since  that  time. 

On  November  23,  1905,  Oscar  E.  Sperrle  married 
Josephine  Smith,  of  Albany,  New  York,  daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Boxall)  Smith.  They  have 
two  children:  1.  Gladys  Matilda,  born  August  10, 
1909,  a  graduate  of  Smith  College,  1930.  2.  Erwin 
Matthew,  born  January  7,  1913,  now  attending 

Phillips-Exeter  Academy.  The  family  attend  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church.  Mr.  Sperrle  is  a  member 
of  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  471,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  the  Masonic  Club;  the  United  States 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Board  of  Trade  of  New 
York  City,  and  the  Merchants  Association  of  New 
York.  He  is  well  known  on  Staten  Island  and  takes 
a  keen  interest,  as  a  citizen,  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community. 


EDWARD  FRANK  NOLTE— A  representative 
and  respected  citizen  of  Stapleton  is  Edward  F.  Nolte, 
the  head  of  a  plumbing  and  heating  establishment.  A 
sportsman  and  an  athlete  of  skill,  he  has  engaged  in 
various  pastimes  and  still  retains  an  interest  in  such 
activities. 

Edward  F.  Nolte  was  born  July  24,  1882,  in  New 
York  City,  his  parents  being  Louis  and  Wilhelmenia 
(Peters)  Nolte,  both  of  German  descent.  His  grand¬ 
father,  August  Nolte,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  came 
to  America  and  lived  until  his  death  in  New  York 
City.  His  wife  was  Amelia  Nolte  and  they  had  six 
sons,  August,  Louis,  of  whom  further,  William, 
Frank,  Fred,  and  Edward. 


Louis  Nolte  was  born  August  12,  1850,  and  came 
here  in  1885.  He  resided  on  the  Island  until  his  death 
on  December  20,  1897,  and  was  buried  in  the  family 
plot  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery.  He  was  a  paper  box 
manufacturer.  Wilhelmenia  Peters,  his  wife,  of  Lim¬ 
burg,  Germany,  came  to  America  with  her  parents 
just  after  her  birth  on  March  9,  1853.  She  resides  in 
Stapleton  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Nolte  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Wilhelmenia,  Harry,  Amelia, 
Edward  Frank,  our  subject,  and  Louis,  Jr.  Harry 
and  Louis  died  in  infancy. 

After  coming  to  Staten  Island  at  the  age  of  three, 
Edward  F.  Nolte  attended  the  original  free  school  of 
Concord,  the  town  in  which  his  parents  settled.  After 
receiving  his  education  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Gorham  Silver  Company  which  was  followed  later  by 
a  position  with  a  publishing  concern.  He  then  served  an 
apprenticeship  in  the  plumbing  establishment  of  James 
Muirs  and  Sons  located  at  No.  27  East.  Twentieth 
Street,  New  York,  after  which  he  followed  the 
trade. 

While  plumbing  became  Mr.  Nolte’s  occupation  his 
avocation  was  baseball  which  he  followed  zealously 
to  the  extent  of  becoming  connected  for  four  years 
with  the  Connecticut  State  League.  This  league, 
which  has  since  been  replaced  with  the  Eastern 
League,  a  more  extensive  organization  from  a  terri¬ 
torial  viewpoint,  consisted  of  several  ball  teams  from 
representative  Connecticut  manufacturing  cities  such 
as  New  Britain,  Waterbury,  Bridgeport  and  New 
Haven.  At  one  time  he  was  associated  with  baseball 
teams  on  Staten  Island  being  manager  of  the  Staple- 
ton  Baseball  Club  and  again  leading  the  old  Sisco 
team. 

In  1910  Mr.  Nolte  entered  the  plumbing  and  con¬ 
tracting  business  in  Stapleton  on  his  own  initiative  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  has  operated  a  steadily- 
increasing  business,  drawing  patronage  not  only  from 
his  home  district  but  from  many  other  parts  of  Staten 
Island.  His  shop  is  fully  equipped  to  handle  prac¬ 
tically  every  kind  of  required  task  in  the  plumbing 
and  heating  lines.  He  has  met  with  well-merited  suc¬ 
cess  in  this  undertaking  in  which  he  has  been  aided 
by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  vocation  coupled  with 
a  readiness  to  accomplish  all  tasks  promptly  and  well. 

Mr.  Nolte’s  marriage  took  place  April  10,  1907,  to 
Jeanette  A.  Eichenberger,  daughter  of  Henry  C.  and 
Mary  M.  (Cummiskey)  Eichenberger,  of  Staten 
Island.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children,  a  son 
and  a  daughter:  Edward  F.,  Jr.,  born  November  8, 
1907,  and  Janice  A.,  born  October  17,  1909.  Both 
attended  and  graduated  from  Public  School  No.  12 
and  entered  Curtis  High  School.  Edward  spent  two 
years  at  this  institution  while  Janice  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1929.  Janice  A.  Nolte  graduated  from 
Miss  Louise  Baylis  Private  Dancing  Institution  in 
New  York  City  and  has  appeared  in  Carnegie  Hall. 
She  is  especially  talented  in  her  chosen  profession  and 
although  still  young  her  ability  is  recognized.  Edward 
is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  the  latter’s  busi¬ 
ness.  Each  member  of  the  family  is  particularly  fond 
of  bowling  as  a  sport  and  together  as  a  unit  are 
popularly  known  as  “The  Four  Noltes”  and  thus  com¬ 
prise  a  formidable  team.  Mr.  Nolte’s  place  of  busi¬ 
ness  is  located  at  No.  15  Hamilton  Street,  Stapleton. 


HENRY  C.  VANDERHOEF— A  prominent  hat 
manufacturer  until  his  retirement  some  years  ago, 
Henry  C.  Vanderhoef  of  New  Brighton  established 
a  prosperous  business  that  is  still  being  managed  today 
by  members  of  his  family.  Of  Holland-Dutch  extrac- 
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tion  he  was  a  native  of  Long  Island  but  has  resided 
in  Staten  Island  for  more  than  forty-five  years. 

Mr.  Vanderhoef  was  born  October  3,  1857,  in  Port 
Washington,  Long  Island,  his  parents  being  John  V. 
and  Lucretia  M.  (Sillick)  Vanderhoef.  His  grand¬ 
father  was  Samuel  C.  Vanderhoef  who  was  born  in 
New  Jersey  and  became  a  gentleman  farmer  by  occu¬ 
pation.  He  married  Ida  V.  Holmes,  born  November 
12,  1797,  died  in  January,  1895.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  five  children:  Holmes,  William  Thomas, 
John  V.,  Wyckoff  and  Alice. 

John  V.  Vanderhoef,  who  was  born  September  18, 
1825,  in  New  Jersey,  died  in  November,  1908,  in 
Flushing,  Long  Island.  He  was  a  wholesale  hat  man¬ 
ufacturer  by  vocation.  His  wife,  Lucretia  M.  (Sil¬ 
lick)  Vanderhoef,  of  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  was 
the  mother  of  six  children:  Mary  L.,  Henry  C.,  our 
subject,  Eleanor  C.,  Alice  I.,  Lucretia  and  Etta.  The 
two  last-named  daughters  are  deceased. 

Henry  C.  Vanderhoef  went  to  Connecticut  at  an 
early  age  and  received  his  early  schooling  in  South 
Norwalk.  Following  a  high  school  training  he  entered 
a  preparatory  school  and  later  the  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York  where  he  took  courses.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  became  employed  by  Solley  and  Weber, 
manufacturers  of  woolens  and  hats,  with  offices  in 
New  York  City.  He  remained  in  this  business  until 
the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Alice  Hicks  on  February 
23,  1882.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Alonzo  and  Edith 
(Lever)  Hicks  of  Staten  Island. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vanderhoef| 
removed  to  Staten  Island  and  lived  at  first  at  the 
Country  Club.  Later,  however,  they  built  a  home  of 
their  own  where  they  reside  at  No.  65  Westervelt 
Avenue,  New  Brighton.  The  Vanderhoef  family  still 
remains  in  the  hat  manufacturing  business,  though 
Henry  C.  Vanderhoef  retired  from  an  active  business 
life  close  to  twenty  years  ago. 

Both  our  subject  and  the  members  of  his  family 
are  of  the  Episcopalian  denomination.  They  are  the' 
parents  of  five  daughters :  Henrietta,  Carola  E., 
Alice,  Marian  C.,  Marjorie.  1.  Henrietta  was  born 
January  20,  1883,  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home  with 
her  parents.  2.  Carola  E.,  born  October  12,  1886, 
married  James  McBrien  on  August  10,  1910.  He  died 
in  the  spring  of  1919.  Two  sons  were  born  to  this 
union:  James,  born  May  27,  1911,  and  William  H., 
born  May  22,  1913.  3.  Alice,  born  June  10,  1888,  mar¬ 
ried  George  S.  Parsons  on  June  15,  1910.  She  died 
January  29,  1920.  She  and  her  husband  also  had  two 
sons,  Charles  S.,  born  November  5,  19x2,  and  George 
B.,  born  July  20,  1914.  4.  Marian  C.,  born  April  8, 
1890,  married  Ernest  Eberhardt  on  September  15, 
1910.  They  have  two  sons,  Theodore  J.,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  23,  1912,  and  William  H.,  born  February  11,  1920. 
5.  Marjorie,  born  November  25,  1895,  married  George 
B.  Gale  on  February  6,  1918.  One  daughter  was  born 
to  them,  Alice  M.,  on  November  7,  1922. 


OTTO  FREDERICK  KOEHLER— During  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century,  at  which  time  this  com¬ 
munity  has  witnessed  its  greatest  development  and 
building  expansion,  one  particular  factor  that  has 
aided  and  given  impetus  to  its  growth,  is  the  able 
and  skilled  group  of  builders  associated  with  Staten 
Island's  progress.  The  results  of  their  activities  can 
be  seen  throughout  the  fifty-seven  square  miles  of  our 
territory  in  various  types  of  construction,  such  as 
public  buildings,  structures  for  commercial  and  mer¬ 
cantile  purposes,  and  homes  ranging  from  the  modest 
dwelling  to  the  palatial  mansion.  Specializing  in  the 
erection  of  the  finer  type  of  homes  and  numbered 


among  the  more  prominent  of  local  builders,  is  Otto 
F.  Koehler,  whose  experience  in  this  field  of  endeavor 
covers  practically  the  entire  term  of  years  of  the 
aforementioned  period.  And  not  only  is  he  widely 
known  for  his  participation  in  local  building  affairs, 
but  his  activities  in  behalf  of  religious,  civic,  and 
social  institutions,  stand  for  the  cultural  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Koehler  is  descended  from  ancient  ancestry 
of  Saxony,  Germany,  where  he  was  born  May  30, 
1883.  His  parents,  Otto  F.,  Sr.,  and  Agnes  (Maria) 
Koehler,  spent  their  lives  in  that  country,  but  their 
son,  within  a  few  years  after  receiving  a  good  techni¬ 
cal  school  education,  came  to  America.  He  arrived  in 
the  port  of  New  York  on  October  21,  1905;  alone, 
with  little  cash  in  his  pockets,  and  inexperienced.  It 
was  not  long  before  he  got  a  job,  first  in  a  packing 
house  and  then  in  an  iron  foundry,  both  places  of 
employment  being  in  New  York.  Early  in  1906  he 
came  to  Staten  Island  to  reside;  he  located  in  Staple- 
ton,  and  this  district  has  since  been  the  seat  of  his 
residence.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  decided  on  a 
more  practical  course  of  occupation;  thus  he  began  a 
four-year  apprenticeship  in  the  building  trade.  Des¬ 
tined  therefore,  to  make  this  his  life’s  work,  he  has 
since  achieved  success  beyond  his  fondest  hopes.  After 
free  lancing  at  his  trade  for  two  years  he,  about  19x1, 
became  employed  with  Charles  Spruck  and  Son,  of 
Staten  Island  where,  for  the  ensuing  five  years,  he 
gained  wider  experience  in  the  building  business. 

While  in  the  employment  of  the  last-named  firm, 
on  May  9,  1914,  he  took  out  his  citizenship  papers  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Richmond  County.  During 
our  participation  in  the  World  War  he  worked  from 
September,  1917,  to  November,  1918,  for  the  United 
States  Government  Emergency  Housing  Corporation 
at  Yaphank  on  Long  Island,  on  Governor’s  Island, 
and  at  Fort  Wadsworth,  building  cantonments  and 
other  structures.  From  the  latter  place  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Yorkship  Village,  on  the  Delaware  River, 
near  Camden,  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  employed 
as  a  foreman,  building  some  two  thousand  brick 
houses  for  shipyard  workers.  In  February,  1919,  he 
definitely  established  himself  in  business  as  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  general  builder.  His  firm,  now  known  as 
Otto  Koehler,  Inc.,  was  incorporated  March  18, 
1927,  with  Mr.  Koehler  as  president,  his  wife  vice- 
president,  and  Daniel  Lorey,  secretary.  The  success 
of  Mr.  Koehler  has  been  nothing  short  of  phenomenal. 
His  firm  has  remodeled  the  property  at  No.  27  Water 
Street,  Manhattan,  into  an  up-to-date  office  building; 
and  has  changed  the  property  at  No.  21  West  81st 
Street  in  that  city  into  an  apartment  house.  This  is 
one  of  the  classes  of  work  with  which  his  firm  spe¬ 
cializes.  The  newer  buildings  on  the  Wagner  College 
Campus,  the  two  upper  floors  of  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  the  building  and 
pavillion  at  Bethlehem  Orphanage,  are  among  their 
large  local  contracts.  The  parsonage  of  St.  Paul’s 
Lutheran  Church  in  Beach  Street,  Stapleton;  the 
beautiful  homes  of  A.  L.  Stirn,  A.  B.  Elliman,  and 
E.  Marshall,  on  Grymes  Hill;  W.  Rumage,  F. 
Fendel,  Dr.  Steinmeyer,  E.  Schneider  in  Nixon  Ave¬ 
nue;  C.  Barnaby  at  Silver  Lake;  Otis  L.  Williams, 
A.  Notman  at  Dongan  Hills,  and  of  L.  Kaufmann 
on  Todt  Hill,  were  built  by  him,  as  well  as  more  than 
one  hundred  other  homes  on  the  Island  of  fine  con¬ 
struction.  He  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  largest  fire 
proof  garages  on  the  Island  located  on  Front  Street, 
Stapleton,  one  large  apartment  house  building,  and 
six  two-family  houses  at  Cebra  Avenue  and  Chester 
Place,  Tompkinsville,  all  built  under  his  supervision. 
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Mr.  Koehler’s  success  has  been  due  to  untiring 
energy,  ability  and  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the 
branches  of  the  building  and  construction  trade.  Aside 
from  his  business  cares,  he  takes  an  interest  in  move¬ 
ments  which  tend  to  further  good  spirit  and  welfare 
among  his  fellowmen.  The  list  of  his  affiliations  show 
his  taste  in  such  affairs.  His  civic  connections  are 
with  the  Staten  Island  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Kiwanis 
Club.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Klopstock 
Lodge,  No.  760,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Lodge 
No.  841  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
and  the  Steuben  Society.  For  several  years  he  has 
been  a  trustee  of  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  of  Staple- 
ton,  a  member  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  that  congrega¬ 
tion  and  of  the  Lutheran  Society.  He  has  ardently 
worked  for  the  promotion  of  religion  and  education 
among  his  people.  Wagner  College  has  also  been 
assisted  through  his  moral  and  material  support. 

Mr.  Koehler  married,  September  18,  1907,  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  Dora  Benkert,  a  native  of 
Bavaria,  Germany.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Valentine 
and  Maria  (Wagner)  Benkert,  who  live  in  Germany. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koehler  are  the  parents  of  two  daugh¬ 
ters:  Eleanor,  born  May  21,  1908,  and  Margaret, 
born  October  3,  1909. 

Mr.  Koehler  built  his  first  home,  in  1914,  at  889 
Van  Duzer  Street,  but  in  1919  he  moved  into  his 
larger  residence  at  75  Cebra  Avenue,  where  he  also 
has  his  office. 


AUGUST  E.  D.  WOECKENER— The  close 
proximity  of  Staten  Island  to  New.  York,  one  of  the 
largest  centers  of  food  consumption  in  the  world, 
necessitates  the  growing  of  perishable  produce  adjacent 
or  within  reasonable  transportation  of  the  actual 
place  of  distribution.  This  naturally  has  led  in  late 
years  to  make  many  old  Island  farm  plots  desirable 
for  market  gardening  purposes.  Among  the  gardeners 
to  become  engaged  in  this  business  here  and  whose 
farm  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best-managed  locally, 
is  August  E.  D.  Woeckener  of  No.  430  Willowbrook 
Road,  Willowbrook. 

Mr.  Woeckener  was  born  on  April  5,  1874,  in  New 
York  City,  at  No.  141  St.  Nicholas  Avenue,  the  son 
of  August  C.  and  Marie  M.  (Denker)  Woeckener. 
On  his  paternal  side  he  is  descended  from  a  family, 
which,  as  represented  by  his  great-grandparents,  was 
of  Muhlenbrook  in  Weitzen,  near  Neinburg,  Germany. 
They  lived  all  their  lives  in  the  home  country,  being 
millers  of  flour  and  grain,  and  died  about  1850. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Ernest  and  Johanna  (Klages)  Woeckener,  who  were 
both  born  in  Germany  but  came  to  this  country  about 
1858.  They  settled  in  New  York  City  on  what  was 
then  known  as  a  farm  located  at  Seventy-sixth  Street 
and  Tenth  Avenue.  Their  children  were  Henry, 
Ernest,  Wilhelmina,  Charles,  Johanna  and  August  C., 
all  of  whom  are  deceased.  August  C.  was  the  father 
of  our  present  Staten  Island  citizen. 

On  his  maternal  side  Mr.  Woeckener’s  grandparents 
were  Deitrick  and  Sophie  (Princehorn)  Denker,  who 
were  born  in  Germany  but  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1875.  They  settled  in  Kankakee,  Illinois,  where  Mr. 
Denker  entered  the  building  trade.  His  first  real  struc¬ 
tural  assignment  was  the  erecting  of  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  churches  in  that  city.  He  and  his  wife  had  eight 
children  of  whom  all  but  one  were  born  in  Germany. 
They  were  Deitrich,  Marie  M.,  of  further  mention; 
Sophie,  Henry,  William,  Frederick,  Louisa,  George 
and  Anna.  Both  Mr.  Denker  and  his  wife  died  about 
twenty-five  years  ago. 


Marie  M.  Denker  married  August  C.  Woeckener, 
who  was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents  at  the 
age  of  nine.  He  attended  school  in  this  country  and 
later  purchased  land  at  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first 
Street  and  St.  Nicholas  Avenue  and  forthwith  became 
a  farmer.  This  was  in  October,  1871,  and  a  few  years 
later  marked  his  removal  from  New  York  to  Jersey 
City  where  his  farming  was  continued.  However,  in 
the  year  1895  he  moved  to  Staten  Island  and  estab¬ 
lished  his  permanent  residence  on  Willowbrook  Road. 
At  that  date  the  living  and  farming  conditions  in  this 
locality  were  far  from  ideal  but  as  Mr.  Woeckener 
was  a  man  of  great  industry  and  fortitude  he  was  able 
to  gradually  improve  his  land  and  assert  his  economic 
independence. 

Mr.  Woeckener  died  June  15,  1921,  being  survived 
by  his  widow,  who  has  since  died,  her  death  occurring 
on  November  19,  1929.  They  are  buried  in  the  family 
plot,  Fairview  Cemetery.  Four  married  daughters  and 
one  son  survive:  1.  Louise  D.,  born  December  26, 
1878,  married  F.  W.  Rohde  of  Port  Richmond  who 
is  a  jeweler  in  New  York,  and  to  this  union  one 
daughter,  Eloise,  was  bom.  2.  Marie  A.,  born  April 
23,  1880,  married  Thomas  Lee  of  Secaucus,  New 
Jersey,  and  they  have  two  children,  Arthur  T.,  and 
Howard  W.  3.  Anna  L.,  born  July  3,  1882,  married 
G.  A.  Younger  of  West  New  Brighton  and  they  have 
one  son,  Charles  A.  4.  Lissette  W.,  born  February 
3,  1890,  married  Harold  Trachel  of  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton.  5.  August  E.  D.,  our  subject,  of  further  mention.. 

August  E.  D.  Woeckener  was  born  on  April  5, 
1874,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York 
City.  He  afterwards  came  to  Staten  Island  to  aid  his 
father  in  the  management  of  his  farm  on  Willowbrook 
Road.  The  younger  Woeckener  married  Dorothea  L. 
Lenhard  of  Jersey  City,  a  daughter  of  Ferdinand  and 
Marie  (Seimers)  Lenhard,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren.  1.  Louise  D.,  born  November  29,  1889,  married 
Louis  G.  Bender  of  New  Springville.  She  had  received 
her  early  schooling  in  Public  School  No.  30,  which 
was  followed  by  a  further  educational  training  at 
Curtis  High  School  and  the  Maxwell  Normal  School 
in  Brooklyn.  She  now  teaches  in  Public  School  No. 
20  on  the  Island.  She  and  her  husband  have  no  chil¬ 
dren.  2.  Augusta  M.,  born  August  1,  1902,  also  went 
to  Public  School  No.  30,  is  unmarried.  3.  Dorothea 
L.,  born  September  14,  1903,  married  Alvin  R.  Ens- 
minger  of  Willowbrook.  She  is  a  former  teacher, 
having  attended  high  school  and  normal  school.  They 
have  one  son,  Alvin  R.,  Jr. 

Mr.  Woeckener’s  fraternal  memberships  are  in 
Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  of  the  Masonic  Order,  the 
Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America.  He  is  also  actively  identified  with  the 
following  organizations:  The  Veteran’s  Fireman 
Association  of  the  North  Shore,  the  Oceanic  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company  of  Linoleumville,  the  Gardener’s 
Horse  Troop  of  Staten  Island,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  organizers ;  and  in  his  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  Emmanuel  Lutheran  Church.  In  his  associ¬ 
ation  with  this  last-named  institution  of  which  he  is 
a  trustee,  he  is  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
mother  who  aided  in  the  molding  of  the  Emmanuel 
Lutheran  Church  many  years  ago.  The  first  meetings 
of  this  congregation  took  place  in  her  house  and  were 
attended  by  a  large  group  of  persons  whose  pastor 
was  the  Rev.  Kraus. 

In  politics  Mr.  Woeckener  is  an  avowed  Democrat 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  general  Democratic 
Committee  on  the  Island  for .  many  years.  He  is 
proud  of  the  past  history  of  Staten  Island  and  its 
people,  is  a  man  of  decided  intelligence  and  keenness 
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and  believes  devoutly  in  the  Island’s  wealth  of  future 
promise,  both  economically  and  in  a  civic  sense.  He 
owns  one  of  the  finest  market  gardens  on  the  Island, 
conducts  an  exceedingly  up-to-date  business  and  is  the 
owner  of  much  valuable  property. 

Mrs.  Woeckener  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies  Aid 
Society  of  the  New  Springfield  Lutheran  Church,  the 
Lutheran  Daughters,  and  the  Eastern  Star,  Beacon 
Light  Chapter. 


CORNELIUS  A.  HALL — As  former  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Public  Buildings  and  Offices  of  the  Bor¬ 
ough  of  Richmond,  Cornelius  A.  Hall  performed 
valuable  service  to  the  citizens  of  Staten  Island.  In 
addition  to  the  improvements  accomplished  during 
his  incumbency,  plans  had  been  carefully  formulated 
by  him  for  the  future  development  of  public  build¬ 
ings.  In  recognition  of  his  efforts  he  was  recently 
appointed  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
and  otherwise  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  community 
progress. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  in  West  New  Brighton,  June 
19,  1888,  the  son  of  John  F.  and  Agnes  (Barr)  Hall. 
His  father,  aged  seventy-nine,  is  now  retired,  while 
his  mother,  a  native  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  died 
March  9,  1901. 

West  New  Brighton  in  the  late  “eighties”  was  a 
scattered  community,  which  many  present  townsmen 
have  often  referred  to  as  “The  Woods.”  Here  Mr. 
Hall  spent  his  youth  and  graduated  from  Taylor 
Street  Parochial  School  and  Public  School  No.  18. 
He  later  attended  Curtis  High  School  and  following 
this  became  connected  with  the  Allis-Chalmers  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Company,  a  well-known  industrial  cor¬ 
poration  where  he  remained  for  sixteen  years. 

At  the  time  of  the  World  War,  Mr.  Hall  became 
engaged  as  a  dealer  in  real  estate  in  association  with 
his  brothers,  Edward  and  James,  the  firm  being 
known  as  Hall  Brothers.  As  realty  conditions  im¬ 
proved  steadily  resulting  in  a  number  of  outstanding 
developments,  along  both  the  immediate  North  and 
East  Shore  sections,  their  business  increased  propor¬ 
tionately.  The  knowledge  and  experience  acquired  by 
Mr.  Hall  in  this  undertaking,  particularly  relating 
to  actual  building  projects,  became  of  decided  value 
to  him.  At  last,  when  the  opportunity  came  for  him 
to  fill  a  public  position  entailing  a  broad  measure  of 
responsibility  and  labor,  he  was  well  equipped  for  the 
task. 

Upon  the  death  of  George  W.  McGlaughry  of  New 
Brighton,  in  June  of  1926,  the  post  of  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings  was  left  vacant.  In  searching  for 
a  capable  successor  to  Mr.  McGlaughry,  David  S. 
Rendt,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and  chairman 
of  the  Richmond  County  Democratic  organization, 
selected  Cornelius  Hall  for  the  office  after  a  careful 
consideration  of  his  qualifications.  The  appointment 
was  a  constructive  one  for  the  Borough  of  Richmond 
as  Mr.  Hall  has  evinced  an  earnestness  and  ability 
that  has  been  productive  of  noteworthy  improvements, 
chief  among  them  being  the  renovation  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Jail,  now  one  of  the  modern  penal 
institutions  in  the  State.  Other  plans  call  for  the 
building  of  a  new  wing  for  the  County  Courthouse, 
and  additional  floors  for  the  present  Borough  Hall 
at  St.  George.  In  1930  Mr.  Hall  was  appointed 
Assistant  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  succeed 
Robert  Bailey,  who  was  retired.  In  his  new  capacity 
he  has  thus  far  acquitted  himself  favorably. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Hall  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Richmond  County  Democratic  Committee.  His 
affiliation  with  the  general  Democratic  organization 


is  a  long  and  serviceable  one.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War,  is  identified  with  the  Volunteer  Fire¬ 
men’s  Association,  and  is  active  in  the  work  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  being  a  member  of  West 
Brighton  Council.  He  is  unmarried  and  resides  with 
his  father  at  No.  651  Broadway,  West  New  Brighton. 


HENRY  W.  D.  MOHLENHOFF — The  building 
up  of  a  successful  business,  the  management  of  which 
is  conducted  along  lines  of  constant  care  and  a  pride 
in  one’s  work  must  of  necessity  involve  a  considerable 
degree  of  rugged  industry  and  perseverance.  This 
accomplishment,  together  with  the  bringing  up  of  a 
family  of  twelve  children  in  an  intelligent  and  worth¬ 
while  manner,  has  been  the  fortune  of  Henry  W.  D. 
Mohlenhoff,  well  known  in  Linoleumville  as  a  market 
gardener  and  florist. 

Mr.  Mohlenhoff  is  a  son  of  Herman  H.  and 
Johanne  E.  (Pahlmann)  Mohlenhoff,  his  birth  having 
occurred  September  13,  1875,  in  the  town  of  Gehrde, 
Province  of  Hanover,  Germany.  His  parents  were 
agriculturists  in  Gehrde,  Hanover,  Germany,  and 
later  came  to  the  United  States.  The  younger  Mohlen- 
hoff’s  schooling  was  acquired  in  his  native  country, 
after  which  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  for 
a  time.  At  last,  however,  in  1891,  he  decided  to  come 
to  America,  and  upon  arriving  in  the  country  he 
became  employed  in  market  gardening  and  for  ten 
years  worked  in  Newtown,  Long  Island,  for  a  very 
small  monthly  wage.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  had 
become  experienced  enough  to  lease  land  in  Middle 
Village,  Queens  County,  Long  Island,  at  No.  2x65 
Metropolitan  Avenue.  From  1901  to  1911  he  con¬ 
tinued  there  with  success,  but  on  account  of  increased 
value  in  real  estate  and  taxation,  he  moved  to  Lino¬ 
leumville  in  the  latter  year  and  resumed  his  occupa¬ 
tion  as  market  gardener.  He  subsequently  purchased 
several  acres  of  flat  and  totally  undeveloped  land  here, 
but  in  a  few  years  under  his  guidance  this  property 
was  fashioned  into  a  well  cultivated  and  highly  pro¬ 
ductive  acreage.  He  grows  large  amounts  of  celery 
and  celery  seed,  the  latter  product  being  sold  to 
various  seedmen  in  this  State  and  elsewhere.  His 
celery  is  not  only  of  a  high  quality  but  is  a  product 
for  which  there  is  a  wide  market  demand  in  competi¬ 
tion  of  celery  from  outer  Long  Island  and  New 
Jersey  producers.  He  also  raises  other  crops  in 
season,  among  them,  lettuce,  cauliflower  and  spinach, 
besides  growing  a  variety  of  flowers. 

On  September  15,  1901,  in  Queen’s  County,  Mr. 
Mohlenhoff  was  married  to  Fraulein  Wilhelmine 
Hugo,  who  originally  came  from  the  same  town  in 
Germany  in  which  her  husband  was  reared.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Heinrich  J.  and  Anna  C.  M.  (Vosz- 
brink)  Hugo,  both  of  whom  died  within  the  past 
nine  years  in  their  native  land.  Mrs.  Hugo  passed 
away  August  29,  1921,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years,  while  her  husband  died  March  29,  1927,  in  his 
eighty-fourth  year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mohlenhoff  have  twelve  children,  all 
of  whom  now  reside  in  Linoleumville.  1.  Their  oldest 
son,  Herman  H.  D.,  born  September  21,  1902,  married 
Dorothy  Wiegmann  of  Linoleumville,  and  to  this 
union  has  been  born  one  son,  Herman,  Jr.,  on  October 
15,  1924.  The  rest  of  the  children  are  as  yet  unmar¬ 
ried  :  2.  Johanne,  born  January  17,  1904.  3.  Henry, 
born  December  31,  1905.  4.  Anna,  born  December  30, 
1907.  5-  Richard,  born  March  16,  1910.  6.  Emma, 
born  February  12,  1912.  7.  Bernard,  born  March  23, 
1914.  8.  and  9.  William  and  Wilhelmine  (twins),  born 
August  29,  1916.  10.  Louise,  born  October  1,  19x8. 
11.  Adelaide,  born  October  11,  1920.  12.  Dorothea, 
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born  July  19,  1923.  The  three  eldest  sons,  Herman, 
Henry  and  Richard,  aid  their  father  in  the  managing 
of  his  properties  and  each  has  a  share  in  the  business. 
It  is  a  source  of  much  pride  and  comfort  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mohlenhoff  that  all  their  children  were  apt  stu¬ 
dents  in  school  and  that  two  of  them  were  graduated 
from  Curtiss  High  School  before  they  had  reached 
the  age  of  sixteen. 

The  Mohlenhoff  family  reside  at  No.  3808  Victory 
Boulevard  in  a  splendid  residence  which  can  be  seen 
just  before  entering  Travesville  in  the  Linoleumville 
district.  It  is  the  first  place  of  its  kind  on  the  left  of 
the  road  and  can  easily  be  identified  by  the  large  build¬ 
ings  and  greenhouses  and  finely  cultivated  acres  near 
it.  These  in  turn  are  responsible  for  the  numbering 
of  the  property  among  the  more  substantial  land- 
holdings  in  that  section  of  the  Island.  His  garden 
produce  runs  into  thousands  of  dollars  annually  in 
its  sale  and  in  turn  it  costs  him  no  small  fortune  to 
maintain  such  extensive  holdings.  It  was  in  this  house 
that  the  parents  of  Mr.  Mohlenhoff  lived  until  the 
time  of  their  deaths.  Herman  J.  Mohlenhoff  died  in 
1911  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1924,  being  seventy-four  years  of  age. 

The  Mohlenhoff  family  are  attendants  at  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  at  Jewett  Avenue  and  Borth  Place,  Port 
Richmond.  Mr.  Mohlenhoff  is  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Deacons  of  that  church.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Steuben  Society  of  America,  and  takes  a 
keen  interest  as  a  citizen  in  local  affairs.  Mr.  Mohlen¬ 
hoff  is  a  man  of  quiet  thought  but  direct  action  and 
arrives  at  a  point  involved  without  hesitation,  for 
which  he  is  greatly  respected  by  those  who  know  him. 


CAPTAIN  ADOLF  L.  KING— A  man  who  was 

an  indefatigable  worker,  a  practical  and  earnest  citi¬ 
zen  and  one  who  displayed  a  sincere  interest  in  com¬ 
munity  affairs  at  Arrochar  where  he  settled  more  than 
a  half  century  ago,  was  captain  Adolf  L.  King,  de¬ 
ceased,  father  of  J.  Whitney  King  who  resides  there 
at  the  present  time.  Captain  King,  a  seaman  by  call¬ 
ing,  was  for  many  years  employed  by  the  Old  Domin¬ 
ion  Line  and  after  taking  up  his  residence  on  Staten 
Island  he  further  displayed  his  ability  in  the  local 
management  of  business  affairs  and  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  his  properties. 

Adolf  L.  King  was  a  native  of  Wisby,  Island  of 
Gottland,  Sweden,  his  birth  having  occurred  there 
February  27,  1834.  His  parents  were  John  Adolf 
and  Catherine  Margarette  (Laurin)  King,  both  of 
whom  died  when  he  was  but  a  youth.  After  the 
passing  of  his  parents  he  left  school  and  embarked 
upon  an  ocean  voyage,  thus  beginning  the  career  of 
a  seaman  that  was  destined  to  sustain  him  for  a  long 
number  of  years. 

An  aspiring  type  of  boy,  he  first  became  engaged 
while  at  sea  in  making  observations  and  studies  of 
maritime  records  and  the  seamen  whose  lives  of  toil 
and  often  danger  made  their  daily  routine  a  hazardous 
one.  Learning  quickly  and  with  care  the  rudiments 
of  seamanship  he  subsequently  became  physically  and 
mentally  qualified  to  carve  a  successful  future  for 
himself  and  he  progressed  rapidly  during  his  appren¬ 
ticeship. 

During  several  years  of  sailing  before  the  mast 
Adolf  L.  King  advanced  from  a  common  seaman  ulti¬ 
mately  to  a  ship’s  master.  Eventually,  however,  he 
left  his  native  land  and  came  to  the  United  States 
where  he  first  settled  in  Brooklyn.  While  living  there 
he  continued  in  maritime  service  with  the  Old  Do¬ 
minion  Line,  an  Atlantic  Coastal  firm. 

Nearly  fifty-four  years  ago  Captain  King  left 


Brooklyn  to  take  up  his  residence  in  Staten  Island 
where  he  had  purchased  some  real  estate.  He  settled 
in  Arrochar,  a  short  distance  from  Fort  Wadsworth 
and  made  his  permanent  home  in  this  district.  At  that 
time  this  region  was  heavily-wooded,  and  appreciated 
as  one  of  the  beautiful  countrysides  of  the  Island. 
Nearby  were  a  number  of  spacious  country  houses 
owned  by  influential  families.  Wadsworth  Hall, 
which  is  still  standing,  was  the  country  estate  of  the 
Duer  family  and  round  about  were  other  large 
homes. 

Though  Captain  King  had  left  Brooklyn,  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  service  with  the  Old  Dominion  Line  sev¬ 
eral  years  more.  The  urge,  however,  was  to  spend 
his  mature  years  on  land  and  this  wish  was  gratified 
by  the  preparation  he  made  during  his  long  years  of 
work  at  sea.  In  Richmond  County  he  took  a  keen 
interest  in  everything  that  pertained  to  the  welfare  of  1 
the  Island  and  its  people.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
presidents  of  the  Staten  Island  Savings  Bank,  a 
position  he  held  until  his  death.  He  did  much  to 
encourage  the  building  up  of  his  neighborhood  as  a 
residential  section.  A  staunch  Republican  in  his 
political  persuasion,  he  was  intensely  interested  in 
the  topics  that  concerned  national,  State  and  local  1 
government.  He  was  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Protes¬ 
tant  Episcopal  Church. 

The  marriage  of  Captain  Adolf  L.  King  took  place 
in  Brooklyn,  on  August  24,  1871,  to  Anna  M.  Whit¬ 
ney,  daughter  of  James  W.  and  Anna  M.  (Lewis) 
Whitney,  the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
the  latter  of  Leroy,  Genesee  County,  New  York. 
Both  James  W.  Whitney  and  his  wife,  Anna  M. 
Lewis,  were  descended  from  old  Colonial  families 
of  this  counttry. 

The  children  of  Captain  Adolf  L.  King  and  his  wife 
were:  Carl  G.,  J.  Whitney,  Adolf  L.,  Jr.,  who  died 
in  infancy,  Anna  M.,  and  Eric  T.  Captain  King 
passed  away  on  June  3,  1897,  survived  by  his  wife 
and  children. 

J.  Whitney  King,  who  lives  in  Arrochar,  is  vice- 
president  and  director  of  the  Clifton  Tennis  Club, 

Inc.,  with  which  his  father  was  also  officially  asso¬ 
ciated  until  his  death.  The  club,  which  is  among  the 
oldest  in  the  United  States,  was  organized  in  1875,  | 

and  moved  to  its  present  location  in  1885.  At  this 
writing  (1930)  no  less  than  fourteen  courts  are  in 
operation  with  plans  for  additional  ones  in  the  future. 
Besides  these,  there  is  a  well  appointed  club  house 
which  also  serves  as  a  social  center  and  ever  since  its 
inception  the  King  family  has  taken  a  keen  interest 
therein. 

J.  Whitney  King,  whose  home  is  situated  across 
from  the  Clifton  Tennis  Club,  is  a  lawyer  by  profes-  $ 
sion,  and  like  his  father  was,  is  a  staunch  Republican 
in  politics.  He  has  been  connected  for  some  time  with  ) 
the  Republican  County  Committee  and  is  a  citizen  of 
civic  pride  and  devotion. 


MICHAEL  J.  MALLIN — As  a  mason  contractor 
at  Oakwood,  on  the  South  Shore,  since  1919,  Michael 
J.  Mallin  has  been  successful  in  building  up  a  pros¬ 
perous  business  in  this  field  of  endeavor.  He  has 
erected  several  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  Great  Kills 
and  has  done  work  on  several  of  the  more  important 
structures  throughout  the  Island.  Of  historical  inter¬ 
est  in  Mr.  Mallin’s  family  is  that  of  Andrew  Mallin 
who  came  from  Ireland  a  number  of  years  ago  and  ' 
settled  in  New  York.  His  sister  married  a  Sheridan 
and  the  Sheridans  were  the  parents  of  General  Philip 
Sheridan  of  Civil  War  fame.  This  Andrew  Mallin 
was  a  contractor,  and  John  Mallin,  the  grandfather 
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of  our  subject,  followed  the  same  occupation.  Another 
John  Mallin,  the  father  of  Michael  J.,  also  took  up 
this  line  of  work,  thus  for  three  generations  the 
family  has  been  represented  in  this  industry. 

Mr.  Mallin  was  born  in  New  York  City,  a  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Rielly)  Mallin.  He  attended  Public 
School  No.  ii  in  West  Seventeenth  Street,  Man¬ 
hattan,  later  entering  DeWitt  Clinton  High  School 
and  the  High  School  of  Commerce,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1908.  Thereafter  he  undertook  and 
completed  the  course  in  architecture  at  Cooper  Union. 
Entering  upon  his  professional  career,  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  C.  S.  Anderson  Company,  serving  from 
1913  to  1917  as  superintendent  of  construction  for  the 
firm.  During  this  period  he  acquired  much  valuable 
experience  and  his  services  were  always  highly  valued 
by  his  company.  In  1919,  however,  he  decided  to  estab¬ 
lish  an  independent  venture  and  coming  to  Great  Kills, 
he  went  into  business  for  himself  as  a  mason  con¬ 
tractor.  He  was  immediately  successful  in  this  enter¬ 
prise  and  by  the  proved  excellence  of  his  work  has 
built  up  a  constantly  increasing  business.  Among 
other  buildings  he  has  helped  to  erect  are  the  new 
American  Trust  Company  Building  at  St.  George,  the 
Port  Richmond  High  School,  the  Chapel  at  Sea  View 
Hospital,  the  group  of  apartment  houses  on  Cebra 
Avenue,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  St.  Joseph  by 
the  Sea  and  the  Blessed  Sacrament  School  in  West 
Brighton,  the  Courthouse  in  West  Brighton  and 
Stapleton,  Wagner  College,  Richmond  Memorial  and 
St.  Peter’s  hospitals.  All  these  buildings  are  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  beauty  of  design  and  materials  and  are  a 
distinct  credit  to  Mr.  Mallin  in  the  part  he  has  played 
in  their  construction  as  well  as  an  asset  to  Staten 
Island. 

Mr.  Mallin  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  Lodge  No. 
841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is 
also  a  member  of  several  local  associations,  including 
the  Brickla3rers’  Union.  His  opinion  in  business  is 
highly  regarded  and  in  addition  to  his  own  contracting 
work,  he  was  a  director  of  the  Great  Kills  Saving  and 
Loan  Association,  which  position  he  held  for  five 
years.  In  many  other  movements  for  the  advancement 
of  Staten  Island  he  has  been  actively  interested. 

Michael  J.  Mallin  married  Margaret  Langar, 
daughter  of  Michael  J.  and  Mary  Langar,  and  of  this 
marriage  there  is  one  son,  Francis,  a  graduate  of 
Public  School  No.  8,  and  now  attending  St.  Peter’s 
High  School.  Mrs.  Mallin’s  father  was  once  mayor  of 
Pittston,  Pennsylvania,  and  her  brother  is  now  chief 
executive  of  that  city.  Of  further  interest,  Mrs. 
Mallin  is  a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Normal  College,  and  has  taught  for  some  time  in  the 
schools  of  Staten  Island.  After  several  years  of 
teaching  in  Public  School  No.  37,  she  became 
teacher  in  charge  of  Public  School  No.  47,  and  for 
the  past  several  years  has  taught  at  Public  School 
No.  30.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Daughters 
of  America,  and  was  president  of  the  Women’s 
Auxiliary  of  St.  Joseph’s  by  the  Sea,  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 


GEORGE  McGUIRE — The  owner  of  a  contract¬ 
ing  concern  which  he  built  for  himself  after  many 
years  of  diligent  toil  and  sacrifice,  George  McGuire 
of  Stapleton  now  manages  this  enterprise  which  has 
steadily  grown  into  a  thriving  business.  He  is  engaged 
in  contracting  operations  throughout  Staten  Island. 

George  McGuire  was  born  April  3,  1875,  on  Broad 
Street,  Stapleton,  a  son  of  James  and  Elinor  (Bran- 
nan)  McGuire.  The  elder  McGuire  was  also  born  at 
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Stapleton  in  the  family  residence  on  Gordon  Street, 
April  1,  1852,  the  latter’s  father,  George,  and  his  wife, 
having  come  to  Staten  Island  from  Ireland  years  ago. 

James  McGuire  married  Elinor  Brannan,  who  was 
born  in  1856,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick 
(Hughes)  Brannan,  also  natives  of  Ireland.  Both  the 
Hughes  and  Brannan  families  have  long  been  resident 
in  Stapleton.  To  James  McGuire  and  his  wife  nine 
children  were  born:  George,  our  subject;  Michael; 
Mary,  now  Mrs.  George  Hutz;  Daniel,  Joseph,  Nellie, 
late  wife  of  James  Barnes;  Margaret,  widow  of  the 
late  Raymond  Regan;  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 
Nellie  McGuire  died  when  she  was  twenty  years  of 
age  and  was  buried  in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery.  With  the 
exception  of  Mary,  who  resides  in  Bay  Ridge,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  the  remaining  members  of  the  family  live  on 
Staten  Island. 

George  McGuire  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Stapleton  after  which,  like  most  boys  of  his  day,  he 
was  employed  successively  at  several  small  jobs  until 
finally  taking  up  the  trade  of  a  plasterer  and  mason 
which  he  duly  mastered  and  pursued  until  1900,  when 
he  opened  a  contracting  business  of  his  own  in 
Stapleton.  This  enterprise  progressed  slowly  at  first 
but  surer  as  time  went  on  and  the  quality  of  his  work 
became  appreciated  by  those  whose  desire  was  a  well- 
finished  and  permanent  job.  He  now  specializes  in 
masonry  and  allied  work  and  employs  a  large  force 
of  men  who  are  engaged  in  various  sections  of  the 
Island,  but  principally  in  the  East  and  South  Shore 
district. 

Mr.  McGuire’s  marriage  took  place  June  2,  1906. 
to  Mathilda  (Dannacker)  McGuire,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Helen  Dannacker,  who  came  from  Ger¬ 
many.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGuire  are  the  parents  of  two 
sons :  George  P.,  who  was  born  March  26,  1907,  and 
Harold  J.,  born  November  21,  1908.  Both  were  edu¬ 
cated  in  this  borough,  having  attended  grammar 
school  and  Curtis  High  School,  and  are  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  post  office  at  St.  George.  All  members  of  the 
family  are  members  of  the  Immaculate  Conception 
Catholic  Church. 

Our  subject  is  essentially  a  family  man  and  a  lover 
of  home  and  what  it  represents.  He  owns  a  splendid 
residence  at  the  corner  of  Targee  Street  and  Irving 
Place,  Stapleton,  the  number  being  No.  47  Irving 
Place. 


CHARLES  SCHNEIDER— Possessed  of  the 
necessary  executive  ability  and  industry  to  operate 
successfully  an  establishment  of  his  own  in  this 
borough,  is  Charles  Schneider,  now  retired.  He  is 
a  resident  of  New  Brighton  and  is  well  known  in 
fraternal  and  civic  circles,  having  taken  a  deep  inter¬ 
est  as  a  citizen  in  many  movements  on  the  Island  for 
the  good  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

The  birth  of  Charles  Schneider  occurred  in  New 
York,  November  10,  1861,  his  parents  being  Louis 
J.  and  Wilhelmina  (Leonhard)  Schneider.  The  elder 
Schneider  was  for  many  years  associated  with  the 
Marquette  Company,  makers  of  cabinets,  being  em¬ 
ployed  as  head  in  their  shop.  Our  subject’s  uncle, 
Jacob  Rupst,  who  married  a  sister  of  the  mother  of 
Charles  Schneider  whose  name  was  Carolyn  Leon¬ 
hard,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Antietam  in  the 
Civil  War. 

Louis  J.  Schneider  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom,  including  our  sub¬ 
ject,  are  living  today.  They  are:.  1.  Louis  J.,  the 
eldest,  resides  jn  North  Bergen,  New  Jersey.  He 
is  seventy-two  years  of  age.  2.  William  J.,  lives 
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at  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida.  3.  Charles,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch.  4.  Henry  G.,  attended  public 
and  high  school  in  this  borough  after  which  he  was 
a  student  in  the  School  of  Commerce  at  New  York 
University.  5.  George,  resides  in  Mount  Vernon, 
New  York,  in  the  Chester  Hill  section  of  that  city. 
6.  Wilhelmina,  deceased.  7.  Carrie,  who  married 
and  is  the  mother  of  four  children.  She  lives  in 
Long  Beach,  Long  Island.  8.  Louise,  who  is  single 
and  lives  in  New  York.  9.  Tillie,  now  deceased; 
married  Dr.  Klinker,  of  New  Jersey,  and  they  had 
three  daughters.  10.  Amelia,  who  married  George 
Ricard,  a  soap  manufacturer,  is  the  mother  of  three 
children. 

Charles  Schneider  received  his  schooling  at  Public 
School  No.  51,  located  in  Manhattan  between  Tenth 
and  Eleventh  avenues  on  Forty- fourth  Street.  Com¬ 
pleting  his  education,  he  obtained  a  situation  in  an 
oil  company  which  was  located  downtown  in  Maiden 
Lane.  After  leaving  this  concern  he  first  was  con¬ 
nected  with  a  surgeons’  instrument  manufacturing 
business  located  in  the  old  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  building,  but  subsequently  he  learned  the 
mineral  water  manufacturing  business.  Upon  com¬ 
ing  to  Staten  Island  he  purchased  a  bankrupt  mineral 
water  plant  in  Henry  Street,  New  Brighton.  Finding 
the  quarters  of  this  establishment  too  small  and 
cramped  for  the  use  he  desired  to  make  of  it,  he 
built  a  larger  plant  in  1894,  at  No.  127  Jersey  Street. 

Mr.  Schneider  carried  on  this  enterprise  success¬ 
fully  until  1914,  when  he  retired.  He  then  sold  this 
establishment,  now  grown  to  several  times  its  original 
size,  to  Joseph  Fach.  One  of  our  subject’s  maxims 
which  was  evidenced  largely  in  his  own  career,  was 
that  of  selecting  the  position  or  business  most  suited 
to  one’s  talents  and  following  this  choice  faithfully. 
Naturally,  the  early  years  are  perhaps  spent  in  ex¬ 
perimenting,  but  the  later  years  should  be  marked 
by  steady  work  at  one  particular  undertaking,  for 
“a  rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss.” 

He  has  been  a  resident  here  for  almost  a  half 
century  and  in  his  civic,  fraternal,  and  business  life, 
is  especially  active.  He  was  Chief  Ranger  of  Court 
Tompkins  of  the  organization  of  Foresters  of 
America,  and  aided  in  the  growth  of  this  lodge.  For 
many  years  he  was  identified  with  the  Royal  Ar¬ 
canum  Society  and  is  Number  151  in  the  membership 
list  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
also  a  member  of  the  Eagles  Lodge.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  New  Brighton  Building  and  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  was  president  of  the  New  Brighton  Realty 
Corporation  until  it  was  dissolved.  He  was  also  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Alert  Hose  Company  of  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  which  he  joined  in  1886,  until  its  disbandment 
in  1905.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  president  of  this 
organization  and  purchased  the  building  that  housed 
the  fire  company.  He  then  enlarged  it  and  added  the 
building  as  a  new  unit  to  his  factory. 

Upon  retiring  from  an  active  business  career  Mr. 
Schneider  purchased  the  beautiful  Sendenberg  home 
on  Westervelt  Avenue,  New  Brighton,  and  remained 
there  until  the  construction  of  his  present  two-family 
residence  at  No.  270  Richmond  Terrace. 

Though  our  subject  has  retired  and  lives  at  the 
home  that  he  built  in  1920,  he  finds  time  to  take  an 
active  part  in  politics.  He  is  a  staunch  Democrat. 
As  a  sportsman  he  is  particularly  fond  of  hunting 
and  fishing  though  in  the  former  sport  he  lost  a  hand 
through  an  accident.  This  unpleasant  happening  did 
not  deter  him  from  driving  the  Alert  Volunteer  Fire 
Company  wagon  for  years  afterward.  As  a  member 
of  the  Veteran  Fireman’s  Association  he  acted  in  the 


capacity  of  first  vice-president  from  1925  to  1928 
and  always  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  this  organi¬ 
zation.  He  owns  not  only  valuable  property  on 
Staten  Island,  but  some  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Schneider  married  on  November  25,  1885, 
Elizabeth  Uhl,  of  New  York,  daughter  of  Conrad 
and  Elizabeth  (Muller)  Uhl.  Her  father  was  con¬ 
nected  with  a  bakery  business  in  New  York  for 
many  years,  and  he  has  a  brother,  Fred.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schneider  are  the  parents  of  five  children.  They 
are:  1.  Charles  Henry,  who  is  employed  by  the 
Borden  Milk  Company.  He  is  married,  has  one 
child,  and  resides  in  Rosebank.  2.  Rose  Amelia,  mar¬ 
ried  Allen  Jacobson,  and  they  have  two  children. 
3.  Louis  G.,  is  a  graduate  of  Stevens  Institute  of 
Technology  at  Hoboken,  and  is  now  associated  with 
the  General  Motors  Company.  He  is  in  charge  of 
the  Harrison  Radiator  plant  in  Lockport,  New  York, 
but  resides  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  4.  Henry  G., 
married  Grace  E.  Drescher,  of  New  York  and  Staten 
Island,  a  daughter  of  W.  N.  and  Cora  Drescher. 
Her  parents  live  at  No.  129  Maine  Avenue,  Wester- 
leigh.  Henry  G.  Schneider  is  associated  with  the 
Ferguson  Asbestos  Company  though  formerly  em¬ 
ployed  by  Thompson,  Starrett  and  Company.  He 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  children.  5.  George 
Frederick,  like  his  brothers  and  sister,  received  his 
early  schooling  at  Public  School  No.  17,  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  after  which  he  attended  Stuyvesant  High  School. 
He  was  first  connected  with  the  Western  Electric 
Company,  but  now  holds  a  position  with  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company. 


ANDERS  P.  LINDQUIST  — Adventure  and  for¬ 
tune  have  followed  Anders  P.  Lindquist,  well  known 
builder  and  contractor  of  Tottenville.  During  early 
years  he  went  to  sea,  advanced  himself  through  the 
hard  ranks  of  seamanship,  and  within  the  period  of 
cruises  encountered  sufficient  incident  for  the  prepar¬ 
ation  of  a  novel  of  fact,  if  he  were  trained  in  the  art 
of  narrative.  Later,  in  the  more  hazardous  times  of 
the  World  War  he  went  to  sea,  and  there  again  was 
matter  for  many  chapters  of  thrilling  accounts.  In 
the  course  of  his  career  he  has  progressed  as  builder 
and  contractor  to  a  position  of  affairs,  and  finds  him¬ 
self  today  established  as  a  successful  citizen  of  Tot¬ 
tenville.  Since  his  first  acquaintance  with  Staten 
Island  he  has  had  confidence  in  its  growth  and  prog¬ 
ress.  This  confidence,  already  more  than  justified, 
has  redounded  to  the  benefit  of  several  island  com¬ 
munities,  and  an  interesting  career — which  perhaps 
has  not  yet  reached  its  height — continues  to  unfold. 

Anders  P.  Lindquist  was  born  in  Sweden,  Septem¬ 
ber  13,  1881,  son  of  Carl  Lindquist,  deceased,  and 
Bothilda  Lindquist,  who  is  still  a  resident  of  her 
native  country.  In  the  public  schools  of  Sweden  he 
secured  a  sound  academic  instruction,  and  upon  com¬ 
pletion  of  studies  went  to  sea,  for  four  years,  in  order 
to  prepare  himself  for  entrance  to  navigation  school. 
During  those  four  years  as  seaman  his  experiences 
were  numerous  and  varied.  On  one  occasion,  when 
the  vessel  in  which  he  was  cruising  was  wrecked  off  the 
coast  of  Scotland,  he  came  ashore  in  a  breeches-buoy. 
Then,  prepared,  he  entered  the  Swedish  Government 
Navigation  School  at  Karlskrona,  and  from  it  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1902,  with  the  commission  of  reserve  lieuten¬ 
ant  in  the  Swedish  Navy,  and  papers  entitling  him  to 
hold  a  berth  as  mate  or  master  on  any  steam  or  sail¬ 
ing  vessel,  of  any  tonnage,  on  any  sea.  He  was  then 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  It  was  on  September 
6,  1904,  that  he  arrived  in  the  United  States,  and  here 
went  to  work  with  Sandford  Brothers,  dredging  for 
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piers,  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  at  Greenville, 
New  Jersey.  For  three  months  he  continued  with 
the  Sandford  organization,  then  secured  a  position  as 
carpenter,  with  ex-Senator  Reynolds,  working  on  sev¬ 
eral  jobs  for  him  until  August,  1907,  when  he  came 
to  Tottenville.  Having  purchased  some  property  on 
Wood  Avenue,  Tottenville,  he  built  upon  it  two  two- 
family  houses.  The  venture  was  a  success,  and,  en¬ 
couraged,  Mr.  Lindquist  continued  to  engage  as 
builder,  and  as  contractor,  and  has  done  work  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  Island.  Until  1909  he  worked 
alone,  then  went  into  partnership  with  Martin  A. 
Palmer.  Together  they  carried  on  business  as  con¬ 
tractors  and  builders,  until  the  fall  of  1914,  when  Mr. 
Lindquist  again  went  into  business  independently,  and 
has  continued  thus  through  the  years  succeeding. 
Meanwhile  his  faith  in  Staten  Island  property  values 
had  increased,  and  he  had  acquired  extensive  hold¬ 
ings  of  realty  in  scattered  centers.  Today  these  hold¬ 
ings  are  large.  In  1908  he  built  an  extension  to  the 
Moravian  Church  of  Staten  Island,  and  the  old 
Terra  Marine  Inn  on  the  South  Shore.  In  1926  he 
constructed  the  Norwegian  Church,  at  the  intersec¬ 
tion  of  Wood  Avenue  and  Amboy  Road,  Tottenville. 
It  was  he  who  developed  Ivy  Court,  one  of  the  better 
residential  streets  in  this  community,  and  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  (1928)  has  erected  more  than  seventy-five 
houses,  not  to  mention  many  works  in  the  character 
of  repairs  to  all  kinds  of  buildings. 

When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War, 
Mr.  Lindquist  was  sent  to  the  Seaman’s  Church  In¬ 
stitute  to  brush  up  on  navigation  and  seamanship.  He 
received  a  commission  as  lieutenant,  junior  grade, 
February  13,  1918,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Naval 
Overseas  Transportation  Service.  Ordered  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  he  was  sent  aboard  the  United  States  Ship 
“Saetia,”  a  vessel  constructed  for  the  United  Fruit 
Lines.  He  was  made  navigating  officer,  and  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  20,  1918,  was  assigned  to  active  service.  His 
was  the  first  ship  of  the  Naval  Overseas  Transporta¬ 
tion  Service  to  leave  League  Island  Navy  Yard  for 
France.  Two  days  before  the  Armistice,  November 
9,  1918,  at  8:20  in  the  morning,  while  eighteen  miles 
off  the  coast  of  Maryland,  on  its  return  voyage,  the 
“Saetia”  was  torpedoed.  In  ten  minutes  time  the 
ship  stood  on  stern  and  in  another  similar  period  it 
was  submerged.  Officer  Lindquist  had  charge  of 
No.  3  lifeboat,  which  was  partly  filled  with  water  and 
sand  from  explosion.  When  lowered  a  full  comple¬ 
ment  of  twenty-two  men,  besides  himself,  were  in  it. 
Four  men  swimming  around  the  ship  were  rescued. 
They  proceeded  to  Ocean  City,  Maryland,  and 
reached  the  surf  at  2  p.  m.  and  communicated  with 
the  Bureau  of  Navigation  through  the  Coast  Guard 
Station  at  Ocean  City.  He  detailed  the  Coast  Guard 
to  rescue  the  three  missing  lifeboats  and  two  life 
rafts.  His  own  boat  drifted  southward  and  was  finally 
picked  up  by  a  large  fishing  boat.  His  lifeboat  was 
tied  to  a  net  stake.  After  removing  the  equipment  all 
aboard  were  brought  ashore  at  the  southern  part  of 
Ocean  City.  The  officers  were  housed  in  individual 
homes,  and  sailors  were  quartered  in  a  reopened  sea¬ 
side  hotel. 

Shore  duty  at  Philadelphia  was  his  next  assign¬ 
ment  until  December,  1918,  when  he  received  a  leave 
of  absence  from  active  service  and  returned  to  Staten 
Island.  He  was  awarded  an  honorable  discharge 
March  25,  1924,  having  been  held  on  the  reserve  list 
in  the  meantime. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  on  September  26,  1906,  to  Ida  B.  Ander¬ 
son,  and  their  children  are:  1.  Astrid,  who  married 


S.  Daniel  Pearson,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Lillian.  They  reside  in  Newark,  New  Jersey.  2. 
Florence  E.,  wife  of  Herbert  Frank,  and  they  have 
a  daughter,  Alice  May,  all  residing  in  Tottenville. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindquist  have  an  attractive  summer 
home  at  Seabright,  located  on  Ocean  Avenue,  con¬ 
venient  for  fishing  and  boating,  of  which  Mr.  Lind¬ 
quist  is  fond.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  has 
been  first  vice-president  of  Beauvais  Post,  American 
Legion,  and  is  now  serving  a  second  term  as  Com¬ 
mander. 


CHARLES  BEINERT — Entering  the  building 
and  construction  business  at  an  early  age,  by  industry, 
application  and  ability  Charles  Beinert,  our  subject, 
has  brought  himself  to  the  forefront  as  a  contractor, 
being  responsible  for  many  of  the  prominent  struc¬ 
tures  of  Richmond  Borough.  Aside  from  this,  he 
has  been  active  in  banking  and  other  interests. 

Mr.  Beinert  was  born  in  Stapleton  on  July  7,  1857, 
son  of  Charles,  Sr.,  and  Elizabeth  (Funck)  Beinert, 
both  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  1848  and  located  on  Staten  Island.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Funck)  Beinert  passed  away  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1929.  The  elder  Beinert  began  a  building  busi¬ 
ness  with  his  brother,  George,  which  partnership 
was  dissolved  in  1868,  when  he  went  into  business  for 
himself,  taking  in  his  son  as  a  carpenter’s  apprentice. 
When  the  senior  Mr.  Beinert  died  July  5,  1882,  our 
subject,  Charles  Beinert,  carried  on  the  business  of 
his  late  father  until  January  1,  1908,  when  he  gave 
it  up  in  order  to  give  more  attention  to  his  many 
extensive  outside  interests.  After  his  retirement  he 
became  president  of  the  Staten  Island  Hygia  Ice 
and  Cold  Storage  Company,  a  concern  which  he 
founded  in  1902.  He  was  a  director  of  the  old  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough  National  Bank,  now  known  as  the 
Bank  of  America,  in  which  he  continues  as  an  ad¬ 
visory  member  of  the  board.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  organizers  and  a  director  of  the  Tottenville  Bank, 
the  State  Bank  of  Richmond  County,  and  the  West 
New  Brighton  Bank,  and  with  the  latter  institution  he 
is  still  affiliated  as  one  of  the  directorate. 

In  the  community  work  of  the  borough,  Mr.  Bein¬ 
ert  has  ever  been  prominent.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Stapleton,  when  the  school 
system  was  first  being  perfected.  Since  1875  lie 
has  been  a  member  of  Edgewater  Volunteer  Fire 
Department;  and  he  was  an  active  member  of  old 
Rescue  Engine  Company,  “Number  Nine.” 

Ice  plants  and  breweries  comprised  the  greater 
part  of  the  construction  work  done  by  Mr.  Beinert’s 
firm  when  he  was  in  that  business.  He  constructed 
two  buildings  for  the  South  African  Breweries, 
Limited,  one  being  shipped  in  sections  to  Durban 
and  the  other  to  Capetown.  He  built  practically 
all  the  breweries  on  Staten  Island,  and  he  also 
erected  a  building  for  the  India  Wharf  Brewing 
Company  and  another  for  the  L.  Michall  Brewing 
Company  at  Brooklyn,  for  which  latter  concern  he 
also  erected  an  ice  plant.  Other  structures  that  he 
erected  were:  A  plant  for  the  Anderson  Pressed  Brick 
Company,  at  Kriescherville,  now  Charleston,  and  the 
Ultramarine  Works,  also  in  that  section  of  the  Island, 
together  with  a  large  number  of  factories.  In  1926 
he  built  an  ice  plant  at  Tottenville,  which  he  in¬ 
corporated  as  the  Beinert  Ice  Plant,  Inc.,  and  of 
which  his  son,  Gustav,  is  the  active  manager. 

In  fraternal  circles,  Mr.  Beinert  has  also  been 
prominent.  He  is  affiliated  with  Klopstock  Lodge, 
No.  760,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  was 
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formerly  active  in  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of  which 
he  was  at  one  time  trustee.  For  the  services  he 
rendered  the  latter  lodge,  Mr.  Beinert  was  recently 
given  an  honorary  life  membership.  He  owns  a 
charming  cottage  at  Passagrille,  Florida,  where  he 
spends  the  winters  with  his  family,  and  where  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Passagrille  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

In  1877  Mr.  Beinert  married  Barbara  Schaefer,  of 
Stapleton,  daughter  of  Bernard  and  Barbara  Schae¬ 
fer.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  union,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  1.  Bernhardt,  married  to  Gussie  Hetzel,  of 
Stapleton;  they  are  the  parents  of  five  children. 
2.  Bertha,  married  to  George  Lauterback,  of  Staple- 
ton;  they  have  one  child.  3.  Charles,  a  resident  of 
Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  married  Josephine  Junsten, 
of  Stapleton;  they  have  four  children.  Mrs.  Barbara 
(Schaefer)  Beinert  died  in  1882.  In  1884,  Mr.  Bein¬ 
ert  married  (second)  Rosa  Fuchs,  a  resident  of 
Stapleton,  who  was  born  in  Germany.  Seven  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  of  the  second  marriage:  1.  Rosa, 
a  resident  of  Excelsior,  Minnesota;  she  is  married 
and  has  three  children.  2.  Emil,  a  widower,  with 
four  children.  3.  Henry,  also  a  resident  of  Excel¬ 
sior,  Minnesota,  father  of  three  children.  4.  Marie, 
resident  of  Carmel,  New  Jersey;  married  and  has 
two  children.  5.  David,  married;  is  father  of  two 
children.  6.  Gustav,  married;  no  children.  7.  Cecilia, 
unmarried.  All  the  children  of  Mr.  Beinert  have 
attended  the  Staten  Island  public  schools  and  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Miss  Cecilia 
Beinert  is  very  active  in  charity  and  communal  work. 


PATRICK  J.  LEE  — A  native  of  Ireland  who 
came  to  the  United  States  as  a  young  man  and 
ultimately  settled  in  Staten  Island,  after  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  the  hotel  business  that  proved  valu¬ 
able  to  him  in  his  life  here,  was  the  late  Patrick  J. 
Lee.  For  several  years  he  was  manager  of  the  hotel, 
Arietta,  in  Tompkinsville. 

Patrick  Joseph  Lee  was  born  March  18,  1896,  in 
Aughnaucliff,  Longford  County,  Ireland,  a  son  of 
Charles  and  Marie  (Kieran)  Lee,  of  that  district. 
Two  brothers  and  four  sisters  completed  the  family: 
Michael,  Nora,  Anna,  Catherine,  Mary  and  James. 
With  the  exception  of  Anna  and  James  they  all  came 
to  America  and  settled  here. 

As  a  boy,  Patrick  J.  Lee  attended  Aughnaucliff 
School  in  County  Longford  and  followed  this  by  enter¬ 
ing  higher  institutions  of  learning  in  Dublin.  After 
completing  his  educational  activities  he  sailed  to  the 
United  States  in  September  of  1915  and  settled  in 
New  York. 

Taking  up  his  duties  in  connection  with  hotel  work 
he  remained  in  New  York  until  March,  1923,  when 
he  came  to  Staten  Island  to  become  the  active  man¬ 
ager  of  a  Tompkinsville  hotel,  the  Arietta.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  this  capacity  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Lee  was  a  member  of  various  organizations  in 
Richmond  Borough.  He  was  a  citizen  endowed  with 
a  hospitable  nature,  and  was  devoted  to  his  home  and 
family.  He  was  identified  with  Staten  Island  Lodge 
of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  organization,  the 
Democratic  Club,  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Van  Duzer  Club  and  other  organizations.  He  and 
his  family  were  attendants  of  Our  Lady  of  Good 
Council  Church,  Grymes  Hill. 

Patrick  J.  Lee  married,  August  27,  1918,  Della  A. 
Fallon,  the  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Margaret  (Dona¬ 
hue)  Fallon,  of  Galway,  Ireland.  She  came  to 
America  in  1914  and  lived  in  New  York  until  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Lee.  Two  children  were  born  on 


Staten  Island  to  this  marriage:  Charles  P.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  1923,  and  Margaret  M.,  born  December 
17,  1925.  The  Fallons  were  all  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  Ireland. 

Mrs.  Lee  resides  at  Silver  Lake  Heights  with  her 
children,  at  No.  50  Bertha  Place,  in  an  attractive 
home. 


JAMES  FRANCIS  TYNAN— It  was  about  sixty- 
five  years  ago  that  the  parents  of  James  F.  Tynan 
came  to  the  United  States  from  Ireland.  His  father 
was  connected  with  the  firm  that  quarried  stone  for 
the  buildings  of  Cornell  University  and  many  other 
famous  structures.  After  about  fifteen  years  in  the 
quarries  of  Northern  New  York,  the  elder  Tynan 
came  to  Staten  Island  and  located  at  Elm  Park. 

James  F.  was  born  on  November  30,  1884,  at  Elm 
Park,  the  son  of  Edward  and  Mary  (Dunn)  Tynan. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  district  and  Port  Richmond,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  high  school.  His  first  position  was  with  the 
Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Company,  and  he  was  with 
this  firm  from  February  13,  1906,  to  January  1,  1927. 
He  then  became  deputy  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  City 
Court  of  Richmond  County,  a  new  department  which 
was  created  by  an  amendment  to  the  New  York  City 
Charter  for  boroughs  outside  of  Manhattan.  The  City 
Court  of  Richmond  County  handles  all  cases  which 
run  in  value  or  awards  up  to  $3,000,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  breach  of  promise  actions  or  marine  matters 
and  it  also  takes  care  of  all  liens  on  property  up  to 
$3,000.  It  is  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  courts 
as  it  allows  only  six  days  to  demur  and  answer,  while 
in  the  County  Courts  the  allowance  is  twenty  days, 
and  in  the  County  Courts  a  note  of  issue  must  be  filed 
twelve  days  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  term.  The 
City  Court  can  also  sit  at  any  time  and  this  helps  to 
speed  up  the  calendar.  An  appeal  may  be  made  from 
the  City  Court  to  the  Appellate  Term  instead  of  be¬ 
ing  obliged  to  appeal  to  the  Appellate  Division  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  In  all  this  work  Mr.  Tynan  has  be¬ 
come  duly  informed  and  experienced  and  serves  ably 
in  his  position. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Richmond  County  Democratic  organi¬ 
zation.  As  a  young  man  he  was  very  fond  of  athletics 
and  enjoyed  a  game  of  baseball  or  a  bowling  contest. 
He  has  for  many  years  been  an  active  member  of  St. 
Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Club  at  Port  Richmond  and 
it  was  in  the  Church  of  St.  Mary’s  that  he  was  bap¬ 
tized  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Tynan  married,  September  18,  1928,  Elizabeth 
Connor,  daughter  of  Maurice  and  Mary  (Dwyer) 
Connor. 

LESLIE  B.  EADIE — As  one  of  the  leading  busi¬ 
ness  men  on  Staten  Island,  Leslie  B.  Eadie  is.  asso¬ 
ciated  as  an  executive  with  different  firms  in  the 
manufacture  of  ice.  He  is  a  native  of  Staten  Island, 
and  has  spent  most  of  his  life  here,  with  the  result 
that  he  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  business  and 
industrial  affairs.  He  has  a  large  following  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  who  are  his  patrons  in  the  sup¬ 
port  of  his  business  enterprises  because  of  his  record 
of  integrity  in  the  community.  He  is  also  keenly 
interested  in  local  civic  and  social  progress,  and  is  a 
member  of  various  organizations. 

Mr.  Eadie  was  born  in  1889  in  New  Brighton, 
a  son  of  John  H.  and  Alice  (Dobson)  Eadie,  who 
lived  then  on  Jersey  Street.  John  H.  Eadie  was  a 
native  of  Nashua,  New  Hampshire,  was  first  en- 
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gaged  in  the  cotton  spinning  industry,  and  later  was 
proprietor  of  a  grocery  store  on  Jersey  Street  for 
thirty-five  years.  During  the  Civil  War  he  served 
for  a  period  of  three  years,  three  months,  and  seven 
days,  having  been  a  member  of  Company  B,  of  the 
175th  New  York  Volunteers;  a  Staten  Island  com¬ 
pany  headed  by  a  prominent  local  captain.  He  fought 
in  several  engagements,  including  the  Battle  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,  marched  to  the  sea  with  Sherman,  was  wounded 
at  Port  Hudson  and  upon  returning  home  received 
his  honorable  discharge.  He  was  postmaster  of 
New  Brighton,  to  which  office  he  was  appointed  by 
President  William  McKinley  in  1898,  and  continued 
to  serve,  also  under  President  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
until  his  death  on  September  3,  1908.  The  mother, 
Alice  (Dobson)  Eadie,  who  was  a  native  of  Staten 
Island,  died  in  September,  1906. 

As  a  boy,  Leslie  B.  Eadie  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Staten  Island,  having  gone  to 
School  No.  3  (later  called  No.  17)  and  to  the  Curtis 
High  School;  and  finally  he  took  a  course  at  the 
Westerleigh  Collegiate  Institute.  When  he  com¬ 
pleted  his  academic  education,  he  engaged  in  differ¬ 
ent  lines  of  activity  until  1912,  when  he  entered  the 
ice  business.  Eventually  he  was  given  executive 
positions  in  several  different  companies,  and  is  still 
an  officer  in  these  companies.  Mr.  Eadie  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which 
order  he  is  affiliated  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66; 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club. 
His  principal  business  connection  is  that  with  the 
North  Shore  Ice  Company,  Inc.,  of  which  he  is 
superintendent,  with  offices  situated  at  97  Jewett 
Avenue,  Port  Richmond.  The  Eadie  family  resi¬ 
dence  is  situated  at  No.  55  Odegaard  Avenue,  New 
Brighton. 

On  April  27,  1911,  Mr.  Eadie  married  Hilda 
Kohler,  of  Mariners  Harbor,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
B.  and  Helen  (Stell)  Kohler.  Her  father,  who  is 
now  retired,  was  a  captain  in  the  old  Staten  Island 
ferry  service.  Mrs.  Eadie  is  a  descendant  of  old 
Staten  Island  families  on  both  sides  of  her  house. 
The  Kohler  family  is  related  to  John  Winfield  Scott. 
Her  mother  is  now  deceased,  having  died  on  Janu¬ 
ary  19,  1919.  Leslie  B.  and  Hilda  (Kohler)  Eadie 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a  son,  Leslie  B.  Eadie, 
Jr.,  who  was  born  in  1918,  and  is  now  attending  the 
public  schools. 


HUGO  CUTTER— A  well-known  West  Brighton 
realtor,  a  licensed  stationary  and  marine  engineer, 
unlimited  tonnage,  and  a  resident  of  the  Borough  of 
Richmond  for  nearly  thirty  years,  is  Hugo  Cutter 
who  through  resourcefulness  and  foresight  built  up 
a  business  that  has  been  highly  successful. 

Hugo  Cutter  was  born  in  New  York  City,  March 
13,  1894,  the  son  of  Wykoff  and  Mary  J.  (Bowkett) 
Cutter,  but  removed  to  Staten  Island  with  his  family 
at  an  early  age.  He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
for  several  years  but  due  to  the  untimely  death  of 
his  parents  it  was  necessary  for  this  young  boy  to 
leave  school  and  make  his  own  way  in  the  business 
world.  Accordingly,  in  1910,  at  the  youthful  age  of 
sixteen  years,  he  became  employed  as  a  machinist 
apprentice  in  the  J.  B.  King  Plaster  Company  of 
Staten  Island  at  a  salary  of  six  dollars  a  week, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  His  next  employ¬ 
ment,  at  a  slight  increase  in  salary,  was  with  the 
Staten  Island  Shipbuilding  Company,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  apprenticeship.  In  1916,  after  completing 
his  apprenticeship  and  becoming  more  familiar  with 
his  trade,  he  accepted  a  position  as  machinist  with  the 


C.  W.  Hunt  Company.  In  April,  1917,  he  volun¬ 
teered  for  naval  service  with  a  number  of  Staten 
Island  acquaintances,  being,  however,  the  first  em¬ 
ployee  of  the  Hunt  Company  to  enlist.  He  was  duly 
accepted  and  was  immediately  assigned  for  active 
service  as  a  machinist,  first  class,  aboard  the  ill-fated 
transport,  “President  Lincoln.”  Only  three  days  out 
the  hull  of  his  ship  was  shattered  by  a  torpedo  from 
an  enemy  submarine.  The  boat  sank  in  a  very  short 
time,  but  fortunately  he  survived  without  injury. 

In  September,  1918,  Mr.  Cutter  requested  examina¬ 
tion  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Brooklyn  Navy 
Yard  as  to  his  fitness  as  an  engineer.  Qualifying  in 
his  examination  he  was  commissioned  as  an  ensign 
and  placed  aboard  the  United  States  steamship,  “Fed¬ 
eral,”  as  the  second  assistant  engineer,  in  which  capac¬ 
ity  he  served  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 

Returning  from  duty,  Mr.  Cutter  again  associated 
with  the  C.  W.  Hunt  Company,  this  time  as  general 
foreman  of  their  marine  yard.  In  1920,  when  this 
company  was  dissolved,  he  became  employed  for  a 
short  time  as  a  foreman  machinist  on  Shooter’s  Island, 
following  which  he  sold  securities  for  a  Manhattan 
brokerage  concern  for  about  eighteen  months.  In 
May,  1922,  he  decided  to  enter  the  real  estate  field 
and,  accordingly,  established  his  office  at  No.  1291 
Castleton  Avenue,  West  Brighton.  Through  perse¬ 
verance  and  the  ability  to  overcome  obstacles  which 
beset  most  men  beginning  a  new  business,  Mr.  Cutter, 
after  the  first  two  years,  found  his  venture  had  be¬ 
come  a  growing  and  profitable  concern.  Four  years 
later,  in  1925,  he  removed  his  offices  to  No.  1263 
Castleton  Avenue,  where  he  continued  until  November 
x,  1929.  At  this  time  he  merged  his  business  with 
Horatio  J.  Sharrett,  Incorporated,  and  became  vice- 
president  and  manager  of  the  real  estate  department 
in  which  capacity  he  is  now  engaged. 

At  all  times  Mr.  Cutter  has  been  desirous  of  fitting 
himself  for  the  tasks  assigned  to  him  and,  accordingly, 
for  a  period  of  about  seven  years,  he  sought  technical 
training  through  opportunities  afforded  in  night 
classes  and  correspondence  schools.  At  different 
times,  depending  upon  the  type  of  work  he  was  doing, 
he  became  a  student  in  the  following  institutions, 
where  he  pursued  various  individual  courses  of  study: 
Curtis  High  School,  mechanical  drawing;  Interna¬ 
tional  Correspondence  Schools,  steam  and  mechanical 
engineering;  Port  Richmond  High  School,  gas  engine 
course;  Columbia  University,  real  estate  law;  Brook¬ 
lyn  Central  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  real 
estate  practices;  the  Fifty-seventh  Street  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  Manhattan  real  estate 
course.  In  his  business  relations,  Mr.  Cutter  is  a 
member  of  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate  Board  and 
his  fraternal  affiliation  is  with  the  Richmond  Lodge, 
No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  For  several 
years  he  was  active  in  the  Trinity  Men  _s  Bible  Class. 

Mr.  Cutter  married,  on  May  3,  1918,  m  New  York, 
Bertha  C.  Fischer  of  Stapleton,  a  daughter  of  August 
and  Mathilda  (Laderer)  Fischer  of  that  town  They 
have  three  children:  Shirley  J.,  Hugo,  Jr.,  and  Jean. 
Both  Shirley  and  Hugo  are  attending  Curtis  High 
School  in  West  Brighton.  The  family  home  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  No.  767  Clove  Road,  West  Brighton. 

MRS.  MATILDA  (ASPINWALL)  CpLLINS 

_ The  influence  of  the  trained  nurse  in  relation  to  the 

medical  profession,  to  which  her  calling  is  bound,  is 
a  valuable  one  filled  with  a  large  measure  of  persistent 
labor  and  responsibility  which  is  undertaken  un¬ 
selfishly  in  the  care  of  those  physically  afflicted.  A 
resident  of  Stapleton  who  received  a  thorough  training 
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as  a  nurse  and  subsequently  proceeded  to  carry  out  the 
precepts  of  her  vocation  with  an  earnestness  that 
enabled  her  to  fill  more  than  one  prominent  position 
in  connection  with  child  hygiene  and  medical  work, 
is  Mrs.  Matilda  (Aspinwall)  Collins,  who  at  one  time 
had  charge  of  the  Emergency  Influenza  Hospital  in 
the  city  of  Danbury,  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Matilda  Collins,  nee  Aspinwall,  was  born  in 
Elizabeth  Street,  Stapleton,  October  5,  1881,  her 
parents  being  Rev.  Dennis  I.  and  Anna  M.  (Snape) 
Aspinwall,  of  that  town.  As  a  girl  she  attended  both 
public  and  private  schools  in  her  home  district  and 
after  leaving  school  remained  at  her  home  some  years 
before  her  marriage  took  place. 

Her  marriage  not  being  entirely  successful,  she 
began  to  study  for  the  vocation  of  a  trained  nurse. 
After  receiving  her  diploma  she  immediately  entered 
the  Division  of  Child  Hygiene  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  of  New  York  City  and  remained  in  this  service 
for  four  years,  from  1911  to  1915. 

By  that  time  her  general  ability  and  executive 
capacity  had  not  escaped  unnoticed  as  she  was  called 
to  a  position  in  Danbury,  Connecticut,  that  of  organ¬ 
izer  of  medical  inspections  within  the  schools  of  that 
medium-sized  city.  After  filling  this  post  acceptably 
she  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Emergency  Influenza 
Hospital  there  when  the  dreaded  influenza  plague 
seized  this  country.  With  the  task  of  combating  this 
disease  close  to  an  end  she  resigned  from  her  position 
and  went  to  Ranger,  Texas,  where  she  remained  for 
a  year.  She  then  returned  to  Stapleton  where  she 
resides  at  present  with  her  sons,  Gerald  C.,  born 
February  14,  1900,  and  John  I.,  born  August  11,  1901. 

Mrs.  Collins  has  devoted  considerable  time  to  the 
study  of  music  and  besides  being  a  talented  singer 
is  highly  appreciative  of  the  finest  type  of  classical 
music.  She  and  her  sons  have  aided  in  the  civic 
growth  of  that  progressive  community  and  are  affili¬ 
ated  with  local  societies. 

Gerald  C.  Collins  and  John  I.  Collins  were  both 
born  in  Stapleton  and  received  their  early  schooling 
at  Public  Schools  Nos.  15  and  16  in  that  district. 
Gerald  C.  entered  as  cadet  on  the  training  ship  “New¬ 
port”  and  served  as  foreman  of  ship  fitters,  in  the 
World  War.  John  I.  Collins’  high  school  career  was 
interrupted  by  the  World  War,  entering  the  service 
also  as  fitter  at  Downey’s  Shipyard  in  Mariner’s 
Harbor  and  remained  there  until  the  signing  of  the 
Armistice  took  place.  At  the  time  that  John  I.  Collins 
entered  this  employment  he  was  but  sixteen  years  of 
age. 

Since  1920  the  Collins  Brothers  have  successfully 
conducted  a  combined  automobile  repair  shop  and 
garage  business  in  Stapleton.  This  establishment  is 
patronized  not  only  by  local  automobile  owners  and 
those  residing  in  Staten  Island  as  a  whole,  but  by 
inhabitants  and  transients  from  other  boroughs.  In¬ 
cluded  among  their  patrons  are  several  concerns  which 
have  need  of  operating  trucks  and  lighter  machines 
and  prominent  in  this  class  is  the  New  York  Tele¬ 
phone  Company.  John  I.  Collins  and  Charlotte  A. 
Knoblock  were  married  August  10,  1929.  Gerald  C. 
Collins  and  Florence  Smith  were  married  September 
7,  1929.  The  Collins  brothers’  place  of  business  is 
located  at  No.  15  William  Street,  Stapleton. 


JAMES  FRANCIS  CONNELL— A  finely- 
modeled  creation  that  has  been  built  into  a  dignified 
structure  by  virtue  of  a  keenness  of  mind  and  a  man’s 
inherent  ability  to  labor  steadfastly  and  patiently, 
must  of  itself  be  a  source  of  considerable  just  and 
honest  pride  to  him.  In  all  paths  of  life  one  comes 


upon  persons  of  such  calibre  who  by  their  con¬ 
spicuous  creative  efforts  have  won  the  everlasting 
respect  and  admiration  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

In  the  field  of  architecture,  the  study  of  which 
must  necessarily  consume  no  small  amount  of  time 
and  energy,  one  finds  that  Staten  Island  is  well 
represented  by  a  capable  group  of  men  engaged  in 
this  profession.  In  such  a  circle  the  name  of  James 
F.  Connell,  architect  and  contractor  and  resident  of 
West  New  Brighton,  is  justly  included. 

Port  Richmond  is  the  native  place  of  Mr.  Connell, 
his  birth  having  occurred  there  on  January  16,  1889. 
He  is  of  Irish  descent  and  a  son  of  James  Francis 
and  Susan  (Rourke)  Connell.  His  late  father,  who 
died  August  6,  1928,  aged  seventy  years  was  born  in 
Port  Richmond  and  for  a  long  time  was  associated 
with  various  shipbuilding  plants  on  the  Island.  He 
retired  three  years  ago  from  active  labor.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  William  Con¬ 
nell,  was  born  in  Ireland,  migrated  to  this  country 
and  finally  settled  in  Port  Richmond.  He  died  when 
his  son  was  a  young  boy.  The  maternal  grand¬ 
father  was  Thomas  Rourke,  who  came  to  this  country 
in  his  early  youth  and  resided  on  Staten  Island  most 
of  his  life.  He  died  on  February  6,  1920,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-one  years. 

Mr.  Connell,  of  this  record,  received  his  preliminary 
schooling  in  Public  School  No.  23,  at  Mariners 
Harbor.  He  then  entered  Port  Richmond  High 
School,  but  before  finishing  his  scholastic  require¬ 
ments  here,  he  decided  to  enter  the  School  of  Archi¬ 
tecture  at  Cooper  Union  Institute.  This  he  did  in 
1905  and  was  graduated  four  years  later  as  an  honor 
student,  having  won  the  first  prize  in  architecture 
both  in  1908  and  1909. 

Encouraged  by  this  success  he  determined  to  de¬ 
vote  his  lifetime  to  architectural  pursuits  and  forth¬ 
with  entered  the  contracting  business  in  New  York 
City,  being  associated  with  a  large  corporation  there. 
In  1915  he  helped  to  form  the  Lippe  Contracting 
Company  in  New  York  with  H.  F.  Lippe.  Thus 
Mr.  Connell  became  the  owner  of  fifty  per  cent,  of 
the  corporation,  and  treasurer  of  the  company  as 
well.  The  enterprise  was  an  exceptionally  success¬ 
ful  one  and  through  the  energy  and  resourcefulness 
of  its  owners  many  large  building  contracts  were 
secured. 

Among  the  large  and  thoroughly  modern  amuse¬ 
ment  houses  planned  and  erected  by  the  Lippe  Com¬ 
pany  were  the  John  Golden,  Rialto,  Rivoli  and 
Loew’s  Lexington  Avenue  theatres  in  New  York  and 
the  Ambassador,  Congress,  and  Universal  theatres 
in  Brooklyn.  The  latest  structural  achievement  of 
this  corporation  was  the  Craig  Theatre  in  New  York, 
which  was  opened  to  the  public  in  December,  1928. 
The  present  beautiful  rectory  of  the  Church  of  the 
Sacred  Heart,  on  Castleton  Avenue,  West  New 
Brighton,  Staten  Island,  was  also  designed  and  con¬ 
structed  by  this  company.  In  addition  to  these 
buildings,  several  large  structures  in  Pittsburgh  and 
Buffalo  have  been  built  during  the  past  few  years 
and  a  group  of  buildin_  of  the  Church  of  the  Resur¬ 
rection,  at  Rye,  New  York,  which  are  now  in  the 
process  of  completion,  bear  accurate  testimony  as  to 
the  creative  acumen  and  integrity  of  this  firm. 
Though  not  pretending  to  be  a  master  architect  or 
a  genius  in  his  field,  Mr.  Connell  is  fully  conversant 
with  all  the  technical  points  of  architecture  as  well 
as  having  an  understanding  of  the  business  end  of 
the  profession.  He  is  well  able  to  handle  the  me¬ 
chanics  employed  by  him  and  is  greatly  respected  as 
both  an  ideal  employer  and  a  handler  of  men.  He  is 
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now  engaged  in  constructing  the  new  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital  at  Bard  and  Castleton  avenues,  for  the 
Sisters  of  Charity.  This  splendid  building  in  West 
New  Brighton  when  fully  completed  in  1930,  after 
a  year  in  construction,  will  be  one  of  the  monumental 
structures  of  the  Island. 

Mr.  Connell  is  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Church 
of  the  Sacred  Heart  and  is  affiliated  fraternally  with 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  and  with  the  West  New 
Brighton  Council  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  His 
memberships  are  also  included  in  the  New  York 
Athletic  Club,  the  New  York  Architectural  Club, 
and  the  Princes  Bay  Yacht  Club  of  Staten  Island. 

Mr.  Connell  is  president  of  the  Lennoe  Realty 
Holding  Corporation,  vice-president  of  the  Grau- 
grad  Realty  Company  and  treasurer  of  the  Rainell 
Realty  Holding  Corporation.  His  business  relation¬ 
ships  also  extend  to  many  other  companies. 

His  marriage  to  Irene  Sparks,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Catharine  (McGinnis)  Sparks,  of  West 
New  Brighton,  took  place  June  23,  1920,  at  the 
Sacred  Heart  Church.  Mrs.  Connell’s  father,  who 
had  been  an  engineer  on  several  steamships  and  other 
water  craft,  died  in  April,  1917,  but  her  mother  still 
resides  at  No.  181  Bement  Avenue,  West  New 
Brighton.  She  has  brothers  and  sisters,  living  on  the 
Island  as  follows:  1.  Lydia,  married  Conrad  Feist, 
of  Stapleton.  2.  Edward  S.,  married  and  has  two 
children.  For  the  past  two  years,  he  has  been  Ameri¬ 
can  Vice-Consul,  first  at  Santiago  and  later  at  Val¬ 
paraiso,  Chile.  3.  Kathleen,  married  Richard  Mul- 
cahy  and  lives  in  West  New  Brighton. 

Mr.  Connell  whose  mother  still  resides  at  South 
Avenue,  Mariners  Harbor,  likewise  has  a  number 
of  brothers  and  a  sister,  all  of  whom  reside  on  Staten 
Island.  They  are:  1.  Thomas  R.,  unmarried. 
2.  Elizabeth,  also  unmarried.  3.  William,  who  mar¬ 
ried,  has  one  child,  and  lives  in  Grant  City.  4.  Harold, 
unmarried,  resides  with  his  mother. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Connell  have  two  children:  1.  James 
Francis,  3d,  who  was  born  June  20,  1921.  2.  Kath¬ 
leen,  born  June  22,  1924,  both  at  No.  50  Pelton  Ave¬ 
nue,  West  New  Brighton,  and  were  baptized  in  the 
Sacred  Heart  Church. 


LOUIS  AVINS — Among  the  inhabitants  of  Staten 
Island  at  the  present  time  are  a  goodly  number  of  those 
of  Russian  birth  and  bearing  whose  value  as  citizens 
upholding  the  principles  that  their  new  mother  country 
stands  for  cannot  be  gainsaid.  Brought  here  by  their 
desire  or  the  desire  of  their  parents  to  find  homes  and 
to  maintain  family  life  on  a  wholesome  and  livable 
scale,  they  have  invariably  met  the  test  of  good  citizen¬ 
ship.  Of  such  a  character  is  Louis  Avins  of  New  Dorp 
Manor  who  is  the  proprietor  of  an  extensive  auto¬ 
mobile  supply  and  hardware  business  which  he 
founded  more  than  fifteen  years  ago  on  Richmond 
Road  in  his  home  territory. 

Louis  Avins  was  born  September  18,  1888,  in 
Dvinsk,  Vitebsk  Province,  Russia,  his  parents  being 
Julius  and  Sarah  (Ravdin)  Avins,  who  came  to  this 
country  and  operated  a  stationery  store  in  New  York. 
They  later  lived  and  died  here  on  Staten  Island.  In¬ 
cluding  our  subject,  there  were  five  sons  and  one 
daughter  in  the  Avins  family.  All  are  living  at  the 
present  time  except  Samuel  Avins,  who  was  killed  in 
France  while  in  service  during  the  late  World  War. 
He  was  attached  to  the  27th  Division,  and  his  name 
appears  on  the  World  War  monument  in  Egbertville. 

Louis  Avins  was  educated  in  a  private  Hebrew 
school  in  New  York,  his  parents  having  brought  him 


to  this  country  when  he  was  but  four  years  of  age. 
After  leaving  school,  like  most  boys,  he  attended  to 
several  odd  jobs  that  were  required  by  people  and 
storekeepers  in  the  busy  neighborhood  where  he  lived. 

Upon  reaching  young  manhood  Louis  Avins  worked 
in  a  painting  and  decorating  shop  before  entering  the 
contracting  business.  He  remained  in  the  latter  calling 
until  coming  to  Staten  Island  in  1914  and  opening 
shortly  after  his  arrival  here  a  hardware  store  on 
Richmond  Road,  New  Dorp  Manor.  He  maintains  on 
this  location  today  a  complete  outfit  of  everything 
essential  to  the  home  and  in  fact  no  article  found  in 
the  hardware  business  is  missing  here.  He  also  deals 
in  automobile  supplies,  paints  and  various  other  staple 
materials. 

Mr.  Avins  takes  an  interest  in  the  civic  and  social 
affairs  of  the  community  and  from  time  to  time  gives 
generously  to  charitable  enterprises. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Fannie  Krinitz, 
daughter  of  Julius  and  Mary  Krintiz,  occurred  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1907.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krintiz  have 
long  since  died  and  are  buried  in  Grodno,  Poland. 
They  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Samuel, 
the  eldest,  born  September  18,  1908.  He  attended 
Public  Schools  Nos.  10  and  18  before  graduating 
from  Public  School  No.  8.  At  Curtis  High  School 
he  succeeded  in  winning  a  scholarship  which  enabled 
him  to  enter  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
He  was  graduated  from  this  seat  of  learning  with  the 
class  of  1929  and  is  presently  employed  by  the  United 
States  Government  in  the  Bureau  of  Mines  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  2.  Jack,  born  March  8,  1911,  graduated  from 
Public  School  No.  ix  before  entering  Curtis  High 
School.  At  the  latter  school  he  won  a  scholarship,  the 
Blauvelt  State’s  Scholarship,  and  also  captured  the 
coveted  mathematics  prize.  He  is  now  a  student  at 
Columbia  University.  3.  Dorothy,  born  July  23,  1916, 
attended  public  school  and  is  now  studying  at  Curtis 
High  School.  4.  Julius,  born  August  31,  1918,  at¬ 
tended  Public  School  No.  10  and  is  now  in  Grade 
8-B,  Public  School  No.  28.  Of  the  four  children, 
Dorothy  and  Julius  were  born  in  Staten  Island. 

Mr.  Avins’  place  of  business  is  situated  at  No.  303 
Richmond  Road,  New  Dorp  Manor. 

THOMAS  JOSEPH  CUMMINGS— A  well- 
known  and  progressive  contractor  of  Stapleton  who 
upon  the  conclusion  of  his  education  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  in  the  latter’s  business  is 
Thomas  J.  Cummings.  A  man  of  civic  pride  and 
fair  business,  he  is  ever  to  the  fore  with  such  aid  that 
helps  in  the  advancement  of  his  neighborhood  and 
the  Island  as  a  whole.  . 

Thomas  J.  Cummings  was  born  in  the  old  Cum¬ 
mings  home  located  at  the  corner  of  Metcalfe  and 
Targee  streets,  Stapleton,  which  is  almost  _  on  the 
same  spot  as  his  residence  of  today.  His  birth  oc¬ 
curred  March  28,  1888,  his  parents  being  Thomas 
and  Julia  (Duffy)  Cummings,  both  of  Stapleton. 

The  elder  Cummings  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Cum¬ 
mings  who  came  to  Staten  Island  about  1840  from 
Ireland,  and  was  associated  for  many  years  with  the 
Vanderbilt  family  here.  Thomas  Cummings,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  married  Julia  Duffy  in  1887, 
and  they  had  two  children:  Thomas  J.,  our  subject, 
and  James  E.  The  latter  was  born  in  Stapleton  in 
1892  and  was  married  in  1916  to  Molly  Sieverding  of 
an  old  and  prominent  Stapleton  family.  Two  sons, 
James  E.,  Jr.,  and  John  were  born  to  this  marriage. 

Thomas  J.  Cummings  attended  the  local  district 
school,  No.  12,  in  his  home  neighborhood  after  which 
he  was  a  student  at  Curtis  High  School.  Upon  leav- 
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ing  this  school  in  1905  he  enrolled  at  New  York 
University  and  spent  a  year  here,  before  becoming 
associated  in  1906  with  his  father  in  the  contracting 
and  building  business  in  Stapleton.  He  remains  in 
this  undertaking  today  and  the  Cummings  concern, 
with  the  aid  that  he  has  given  his  father  in  its  man¬ 
agement,  has  prospered  in  substantial  measure. 

Our  subject  resides  at  the  present  time  in  the  Cum¬ 
mings  homestead.  On  June  21,  1915,  he  married  Edna 
Nunley,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anna  E.  (Woods) 
Nunley  of  Newark,  New  Jersey.  They  have  three 
children:  Thomas  E.,  born  October  27,  1916;  Anna, 
born  April  27,  1921,  and  William,  born  August  16, 
1925.  The  family  attends  the  Immaculate  Concep¬ 
tion  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  Cummings  home 
is  located  at  No.  60  Metcalfe  Street,  Stapleton. 


REINHARD  EDWARD  KALTENMEIER— A 

well-known  business  man,  Reinhard  E.  Kaltenmeier, 
of  Rosebank,  has  been  actively  identified  with  politi¬ 
cal  life  here  for  many  years.  He  is  the  grandson  of 
John  Kaltenmeier,  who  came  to  Staten  Island  in 
1843,  and  the  son  of  Reinhard  and  Margaret  (Gim- 
ber)  Kaltenmeier,  both  natives  of  the  Island.  His 
mother’s  parents,  John  and  Josephine  (Coleman) 
Gimber,  also  came  to  Staten  Island  from  Germany 
in  1833,  and  settled  in  Clifton. 

Reinhard  E.  Kaltenmeier  was  born  at  Rosebank, 
Staten  Island,  July  13,  1876,  at  the  family  home,  No. 
53  St.  Mary’s  Avenue,  and  lived  there  until  1925.  He 
was  educated  at  St.  Mary’s  Parochial  School  and  at 
public  school  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  gold  beater  which  he  followed 
for  about  five  years;  he  then  entered  business,  and 
subsequently  conducted  a  hotel.  In  1921  he  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business  with  the  Agricultural  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  the  Fidelity  Casualty  Company,  the 
Atlas  Company  and  the  Albany  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany;  he  handles  various  insurance,  including  agri¬ 
cultural,  fire,  automobile,  plate  glass,  etc.  Mr.  Kal¬ 
tenmeier  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics 
and  for  the  past  twenty-eight  years  has  been  captain 
of  the  2d  Assembly  District  for  the  Democratic  party. 
In  September  1921,  he  was  elected  alderman  and  has 
held  the  office  since  that  time,  being  reelected  five 
consecutive  times.  His  reelection  in  November,  1929, 
was  significant  of  the  people’s  faith  in  him,  he  having 
received  enough  votes  to  defeat  his  opponent  by  a 
plurality  of  two  to  one.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Staten  Island  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  Court  Southfield,  Foresters  of 
America;  the  Staten  Island  Lodge  of  the  Loyal  Order 
of  Moose;  the  Richmond  Aerie,  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles;  and  the  Stapleton  Council  Royal  Arcanum. 
He  has  been  through  all  the  offices  of  the  Catholic 
Benevolent  Legion,  which  he  joined  in  1894,  and  has 
been  collector  for  this  organization  for  the  last  fifteen 
years;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Veterans’  Bureau  Asso¬ 
ciation;  organizer  and  president  without  opposition 
for  the  seventh  consecutive  term  of  the  Fourth  Ward 
Democratic  Club;  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond 
County  Democratic  Club  and  many  social  organiza¬ 
tions.  He  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  a  member  of  St.  Mary’s  Holy  Name 
Society.  Mr.  Kaltenmeier  is  one  of  the  most  active 
workers  for  the  Child’s  Welfare  Bureau  and  through 
his  efforts  many  charities  have  been  effected. 

Reinhard  E.  Kaltenmeier  married,  on  December 
19,  1896,  Mary  Doyle,  of  Rosebank,  whom  he  had 
Known  since  childhood  and  with  whom  he  had  gone 
to  school  when  a  young  boy.  She  died  January  8, 
1909.  They  had  four  children:  1.  Marguerite,  who 


married  Edward  Mahoney  of  New  Brighton,  who  is 
in  the  life  insurance  business;  they  have  two  children, 
Estelle  and  Edward.  2.  May,  married  Vincent 
Schnurr,  who  is  in  the  trucking  and  warehouse  busi¬ 
ness;  they  have  one  daughter,  Audrey.  3.  Reinhard, 
Jr.,  died  December  2,  1924,  in  his  twenty-fourth  year. 
4.  Rose,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty,  August  28,  1925. 


CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  A.  ASPINWALL— A 

mariner,  World  War  veteran  and  civil  engineer  are 
three  designations  that  may  accurately  characterize 
the  career  to  the  present  time  of  Captain  William  A. 
Aspinwall,  of  West  New  Brighton, 

Captain  Aspinwall  is  a  native  son  and  was  born 
February  8,  1885,  in  Tompkinsville,  the  son  of  Dennis 
I.  and  Ann  M.  (Snape)  Aspinwall.  His  grandparents 
were  John  A.  and  Clarissa  (Davis)  Aspinwall. 

Dennis  I.  Aspinwall  was  born  in  Levenshulme, 
England,  on  July  12,  1848,  and  died  August  8,  1920. 
He  married  Ann  M.  Snape,  who  was  .  born  in 
Cheshire,  England,  in  i860,  and  died  March  17,  1924. 
Both  parents  passed  away  in  Stapleton.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children:  Dennis,  John,  George, 
Edward,  Jennie,  Maud,  Matilda,  and  William  A., 
of  whom  further. 

The  elder  Aspinwall,  after  receiving  his  schooling 
in  his  native  England,  came  to  the  United  States 
about  1868  at  the  age  of  twenty  and  forthwith  settled 
in  Staten  Island.  For  no  less  than  forty  years  he  was 
connected  with  the  lighthouse  department  and  re¬ 
mained  in  this  employment  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  became  chief  clerk,  the  highest  executive 
in  the  lighthouse  service.  In  connection  with  these 
duties  he  was  also  a  minister  of  the  Primitive  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  on  Fleet  Street,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
A  college  man  of  Oxford  University  and  a  man  of 
splendid  bearing  and  resource  he  was  greatly  respected 
and  admired  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

Captain  William  A.  Aspinwall  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Tompkinsville,  after  which  he  took  a  course 
of  instruction  on  the  School  Ship  St.  Mary,  in  1901, 
of  New  York  State,  which  lay  in  New  York  Harbor. 
After  completing  this  work  aboard  ship  he  immedi¬ 
ately  went  to  sea  in  the  Morro  Castle,  one  of  the  old 
Ward  liners.  He  held  the  post  of  quartermaster 
cadet  and  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age  when  em¬ 
barking  on  his  first  ocean  trip.  He  remained  as  a 
seaman  for  nearly  eight  years,  but  decided  to  take 
a  course  in  civil  engineering  instruction  and  survey¬ 
ing,  which  he  accomplished  in  reasonable  time.  After 
finishing  this  study  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
State  Highway  Department  of  New  York,  and  re¬ 
mained  in  this  service  for  several  years,  and  when  he 
left  was  associated  with  the  Public  Service  Com¬ 
mission,  State  of  New  York. 

With  the  coming  of  the  World  War,  however, 
Captain  Aspinwall  joined  the  Naval  Reserve  as 
junior  lieutenant,  and  served  in  this  capacity  until 
the  declaration  of  the  Armistice  in  November  of  1918. 
Captain  Aspinwall  was  navigating  officer  of  United 
States  Steamship  “Howick-Hall,”  which  sailed  to 
all  points  on  the  French  coast  with  supplies,  and 
brought  back  troops  that  had  been  wounded  and 
gassed,  etc.  Previous  to  this  he  was  in  the  merchant 
service,  between  New  York,  St.  Nazaire  and  Nancy, 
France.  Subsequently  he  was  made  commander  in  the 
Merchant  Marine  Trade,  and  has  since  made  trips  to 
all  parts  of  the  earth.  He  follows  this  calling  at  the 
present  time. 

Captain  Aspinwall  married,  on  September  28,  1911, 
Lillian  V.  Sherman,  a  daughter  of  Allan  F.  and 
Alzina  (Ferguson)  Sherman,  of  Iroquois,  Ontario, 
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Canada.  Allan  F.  Sherman,  father  of  Mrs.  Aspin¬ 
wall,  died  May,  1926,  and  is  buried  in  Iroquois,  On¬ 
tario,  Canada.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Aspinwall  were  the 
parents  of  four  sons :  William  A.,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
July  21,  1912;  John  E.,  born  September  10,  1914; 
George  F.,  born  November  11,  1917;  and  David  I., 
born  in  December,  1920,  died  in  infancy.  Their  sons 
have  been  generally  interested  in  Boy  Scout  work, 
William  being  Junior  Assistant  Scoutmaster,  Troop 
No.  37,  Richmond.  He  now  attends  Port  Richmond 
High  School  and  will  graduate  with  the  1930  class. 
His  purpose  is  to  enter  Syracuse  University,  to  take 
a  special  course  in  tree  husbandry.  John  also  attends 
the  same  school,  and  will  graduate  with  the  1931 
class,  and  the  youngest  is  now  attending  public  school. 

Members  of  the  Aspinwall  family  are  regular  at¬ 
tendants  at  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  Church,  West  New 
Brighton.  Mrs.  Aspinwall  is  considerably  interested 
in  civic  and  welfare  work  and  to  this  extent  has  been 
a  leader  in  numerous  drives  of  organizations,  such 
as  the  Camp  Fire  Girls  and  Visiting  Nurses  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Mrs.  Aspinwall  is  also  a  registered  nurse. 
The  Aspinwall  residence  is  located  at  No.  130  Drake 
Avenue,  West  Brighton. 


JACOB  ANTOINE  JANIN— A  family  of  long 
standing  whose  early  representatives  came  from 
France  in  the  early  nineteenth  century  at  a  time  when 
our  country  was  beginning  to  attain  prominence  as  a 
world  power  is  the  Janin  family  of  Stapleton,  of  which 
Miss  Julie  C.  Janin  is  a  present  day  member.  Her 
father,  Jacob  A.  Janin,  deceased,  made  his  home  here 
for  the  major  portion  of  his  lifetime  and  was  greatly 
respected  as  a  citizen  and  contributor  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community  in  which  he  resided.  By  occupa¬ 
tion  he  was  an  insurance  broker. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  this  country  was 
Antoine  Benoist  Janin,  a  native  of  France,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Sophie  F.  Hann,  who  was  also  born  in  that  coun¬ 
try.  In  1832,  or  thereabouts,  they  voyaged  to  the 
United  States  in  a  sailing  vessel  and  forthwith  set¬ 
tled  in  New  York,  where  Mr.  Janin  later  engaged  in 
a  fire  and  marine  brokerage  business  which  he  estab¬ 
lished  about  1845.  He  carried  on  this  enterprise 
successfully  until  his  death  in  1880.  His  burial  took 
place  in  Silvermount  Cemetery. 

Antoine  Benoist  and  his  wife,  Sophie  F.  (Hann) 
Janin,  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Oscar  B., 
Sophie,  Jacob  A.,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made, 
Hortense  A.,  Charles  A.,  Julia  C.,  Laura  E.,  and  Jules. 

Jacob  A.  Janin,  third  of  the  family,  was  born  De¬ 
cember  2,  1838,  in  the  beautiful  family  residence 
which  stood  in  Broome  Street,  Manhattan.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  on  the  Island  at  Clifton  where 
his  family  had  removed  a  few  years  after  his  birth, 
and  subsequently  for  some  years  he  was  employed  by 
the  well-known  firm  of  Cowperthwaite  and  Company, 
insurance  brokers.  This  business  appealed  to  him  as 
a  lifetime  profession  with  the  result  that  he  later 
established  a  fire  and  insurance  brokerage  business  of 
his  own  at  No.  61  William  Street,  New  York,  which 
he  maintained  until  his  death  in  1902.  His  son,  Jacob 
A.,  Jr.,  then  assumed  management  of  the  firm  and 
continued  it  along  with  his  own  insurance  business 
for  eighteen  years  more. 

The  elder  Janin  was  withal  a  man  of  keen  execu¬ 
tive  ability  and  enterprise  and  one  gifted  with  a  sense 
of  civic  responsibility.  Movements  affecting  the  public 
welfare,  both  of  a  local  nature  and  in  Manhattan, 
found  in  him  a  worthy  and  substantial  aid.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat  by  persuasion,  but  never  aspired 
to  political  office.  He  was  long  identified  with  the 
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Edgewater  Volunteer  Fire  Department  which  he 
served  as  foreman  and  was  a  life-long  member  of 
the  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club.  A  lover  of  music,  he  was 
a  regular  attendant  at  concerts  given  by  favorite  art¬ 
ists.  Both  he  and  the  members  of  his  family  were 
members  of  St.  Paul’s  and  St.  John’s  Episcopal 
churches.  Athletics,  especially  those  of  a  vigorous 
sort,  appealed  to  him,  and  horseback  riding  was  one 
of  his  fondest  pastimes. 

The  marriage  of  Jacob  A.  Janin  took  place  April 
29,  1859,  at  St.  Paul’s  Church  to  Julia  A.  Van  Clief, 
daughter  of  John  Henry  and  Jeanette  (Vreeland) 
Van  Clief,  both  of  old  pioneer  stock  of  Staten  Island. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Janin  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children:  Florence  A.,  deceased;  Julia  Anna,  de¬ 
ceased;  Mary  Louise,  deceased;  Julia  Caroline 
(known  also  as  Julie),  living  at  present  in  the  Janin 
homestead;  Jacob  A.,  Jr.,  deceased,  whose  biography 
appears  also  in  this  work  (q.  v.)  ;  Pauline,  deceased; 
Franklin,  married  Bertha  Hillyer,  and  they  reside  in 
Forest  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton;  Albert  S.,  now 
living  in  Green  Village,  New  Jersey;  Blanche,  now 
Mrs.  Arthur  Ferber,  of  Bayonne,  New  Jersey; 
Marian  G.,  deceased;  Lily,  now  Mrs.  F.  C.  Howland 
of  Maplewood,  New  Jersey,  and  Agatha  Yoland,  de¬ 
ceased.  Of  this  group,  Miss  Julie  C.  Janin  has  been 
especially  active  in  the  devoted  care  of  her  late  mother 
and  in  affairs  of  a  civic  and  social  nature  in  Richmond 
Borough.  Her  mother,  during  her  long  residence  here, 
was  much  interested  in  charity,  particularly  that  of 
the  day  nurseries. 

The  Janin  home,  known  as  “Twilight  Glen,”  is 
situated  on  Trossach  Road,  Stapleton,  and  is  now 
more  than  seventy-five  years  old.  It  was  built  by 
Charles  Carney,  a  well-known  lawyer.  Members  of 
the  Janin  family  have  lived  in  this  dwelling  for  more 
than  forty  years. 


JACOB  A.  JANIN,  JR. — Oftentimes  in  tracing 
the  history  of  a  family  through  generations  one  finds 
that  certain  of  its  members  have  followed  a  pro¬ 
clivity  for  engaging  in  a  special  occupation  that  has 
been  particularly  adapted  to  their  talents.  In  the 
case  of  the  late  Jacob  A.  Janin,  Jr.,  whose  family  has 
been  represented  on  Staten  Island  for  nearly  a  cen¬ 
tury,  he  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  and 
grandfather  in  establishing  a  fire  and  marine  insur¬ 
ance  company,  is  Manhattan,  which  he  maintained 
up  to  a  few  years  before  his  death.  Of  an  unselfish 
character  and  one  who  met  the  responsibilities  of  good 
citizenship  unflinchingly,  he  gave  a  generous  share  of 
his  time  to  helping  the  development  of  this  borough 
and  make  it  a  model  place  in  which  to  live. 

Of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  the  birth  of  Jacob 
A.  Janin,  Jr.,  occurred  March  28,  1871,  his  parents 
having  been  Jacob  A.  and  Julia  A.  (Van  Clief) 
Janin  (q.  v.). 

After  attending  Staten  Island  Academy  and  the 
Berkely  Military  School  in  Manhattan  and  graduating 
from  these  institutions,  Jacob  A.  Janin,  Jr.,  attended 
the  School  of  Mines  at  Columbia  University,  where 
he  took  a  course  in  architecture.  After  leaving  school 
in  1898  he  established  his  own  fire  and  marine  insur¬ 
ance  business  with  headquarters  in  his  father’s  office 
in  Manhattan  and  continued  independently  until  1902, 
when  his  father  died.  He  then  merged  his  own  inter¬ 
ests  with  the  latter  in  order  to  bring  about  a  more 
unified  and  consolidated  business  and  met  with  con¬ 
tinued  success.  His  firm  represented  numerous  insur¬ 
ance  companies,  among  them  being  the  Germania 
Insurance  Company,  the  Home  Insurance  Company, 
and  the  North  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance  Com- 
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pany,  which  engaged  mainly  in  the  insuring  of  ships 
and  cargoes. 

Though  his  business  cares  absorbed  the  major  por¬ 
tion  of  his  time  and  resources,  Mr.  Janin  found  op¬ 
portunity  to  indulge  in  activities  of  a  financial  fra¬ 
ternal,  social,  and  athletic  character.  Of  a  farseeing 
and  solicitous  nature  he  assisted  all  civic  movements 
launched  within  his  home  borough  and  was  interested 
in  various  kinds  of  public  work  here  such  as  the 
upkeeping  of  schools  and  hospitals.  He  was  an  or¬ 
ganizer  and  a  stockholder  of  the  Stapleton  National 
Bank,  and  held  memberships  in  the  following  organi¬ 
zations  :  The  Fox  Hills  Golf  Club,  of  which,  like  his 
father,  he  was  a  life  member;  the  Richmond  County 
Country  Club ;  the  Staten  Island  Athletic  Club,  the 
Staten  Island  Cricket  Club,  and  Staten  Island  Lodge 
No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
In  his  religious  persuasion  he  was  affiliated  with  St. 
Paul’s  Memorial  Church.  He  was  particularly  well 
known  locally  as  an  athlete,  indulging  in  several 
sports,  chief  of  which  was  golf.  In  amateur  golf 
meets  and  special  matches  he  won  many  valuable 
trophies.  The  later  years  of  his  life  found  him  a 
constant  spectator  at  college  football,  baseball  and 
cricket  games.  He  was  also  an  ardent  hunter  and 
made  many  trips  into  mountain  regions. 

Jacob  A.  Janin,  Jr.,  married  on  July  25,  1904, 
Helen  Zeman,  a  native  of  Bohemia,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Jacques  Antoine,  born  October 
15,  1907.  The  death  of  Jacob  A.  Janin,  Jr.,  occurred 
March  2,  1923.  To  his  sister,  Miss  Julia  C.  Janin, 
of  Stapleton,  we  are  indebted  for  this  biographical 
material. 


GEORGE  ARBOGAST — For  many  years  resi¬ 
dent  of  Staten  Island,  George  Arbogast  was  pro¬ 
foundly  missed  by  his  many  friends  and  acquaintances, 
men  and  women  who  came  daily  to  his  place  of  busi¬ 
ness  and  who  knew  him  well,  when  death  took  him 
from  their  midst.  He  thus  had  occasion  to  come 
constantly  into  contact  with  his  neighbors  and  his 
fellowmen ;  and  always  they  were  impressed  by  his 
genial  personality,  his  friendly  manner,  and  his  eager¬ 
ness  to  be  of  service  to  them  and  to  do  what  he  could 
to  make  himself  obliging  and  helpful.  Especially  in 
his  own  family  circle  was  he  deeply  loved ;  for  here, 
those  in  his  household  knew  his  innermost  qualities 
as  a  man,  and  were  aware  that  he  was  an  excellent 
husband  and  father  and  a  liberal  provider  for  the 
home. 

George  Arbogast  was  a  native  of  Alsace-Lorraine, 
where  he  was  born  on  March  24,  1858.  He  was  the 
son  of  Valentine  and  Margaret  Arbogast.  The  elder 
Arbogast  came  to  America  before  1850  and  first 
settled  in  New  Orleans.  He  was  a  weaver  by  trade. 
His  death  took  place  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where 
he  latterly  lived.  His  wife  died  in  Alsace-Lorraine. 
While  he  was  a  young  boy,  George  came  to  the 
United  States,  in  1872,  and  the  first  position  that  he 
held  here  was  with  his  brother-in-law  in  New  York 
City.  On  August  12,  in  1885,  in  New  York,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Frances  Johanna  Bang  and  went  West,  where  he 
lived  in  Montana,  Wyoming,  and  other  places.  At 
that  time,  Wyoming  was  still  a  territory,  and  he  was 
engaged  for  three  years  in  ranch  life,  making  a  con¬ 
siderable  start  in  his  career  as  a  sheep  herder.  At  the 
end  of  his  ranching  days,  in  1888,  he  came  to  New 
York  City  and  went  into  the  meat  marketing  business, 
which  ever  after  occupied  his  attention,  first  on 
Washington  Heights,  long  before  the  apartment  house 
era,  then  in  the  Park  Slope  section,  Seventh  Avenue, 
in  Brooklyn,  where  he  conducted  his  own  business  for 
seven  years,  and  finally  on  Staten  Island,  whither  he 


removed  in  October,  1909.  On  Staten  Island  he  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  community’s  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  merchants  and  citizens,  and  was  especially 
admired  for  the  quiet  and  unassuming  way  in  which 
he  went  about  his  duties,  attending  always  to  the 
needs  of  his  fellowmen  inasmuch  as  his  business  could 
supply  them.  He  had  at  all  times  the  best  interest  of 
the  Island  at  heart.  His  death  came  January  11,  1927, 
and  caused  widespread  sorrow,  especially  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  Rossville,  where  he  lived;  for  his  friends 
knew  that  Mr.  Arbogast  filled  a  rightful  place  in  his 
community. 

Mr.  Arbogast’s  widow,  Frances  Johanna  (Bang) 
Arbogast,  was  born  on  October  26,  1866,  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Julia  Bang,  the 
former  a  native  of  Marburg,  Germany,  and  the  latter 
having  been  born  at  Bonn-on-Rhine,  in  the  same 
country.  Julia  Bang  came  to  the  United  States  as  a 
young  girl  and  later  married  Carl  Bang,  who  came 
here  in  1848.  As  a  girl,  Mrs.  Frances  Johanna  (Bang) 
Arbogast  attended  the  public  schools  of  New  York, 
whither  she  removed  from  Boston  in  1871.  After  her 
marriage  she  was  constantly  at  the  side  of  her  hus¬ 
band  in  his  endeavors,  and  later  in  life  after  well- 
earned  leisure,  she  began  to  taken  an  interest  in  a 
number  of  civic  and  social  organizations,  including  the 
Current  Events  Club  at  Rossville,  of  which  she  for 
ten  years  was  president,  and  is  now  an  honorary  presi¬ 
dent;  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Richmond  Me¬ 
morial  Hospital,  of  which  she  is  vice-president;  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Staten  Island 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences;  the  Women’s  Guild  of 
St.  Luke’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Rossville, 
and  Koltes  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Her  father,  Carl  Bang,  a  worker,  laid  down  his 
tools  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  and,  when 
the  call  for  volunteers  was  issued,  he  joined  the 
Union  forces.  In  that  conflict  he  held  the  rank  of 
captain  in  the  United  States  Infantry,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Mrs. 
Arbogast  has  in  her  possession  a  memorial  of  the  41st 
Regiment’s  activities  in  the  Civil  War,  the  De  Kalb 
Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers;  and  this  me¬ 
morial,  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet,  printed  in  German, 
contains  extracts  from  the  diary  of  Captain  Carl  Bang, 
compiled  by  Comrade  Henry  Meier.  Especially  inter¬ 
esting  is  the  description  of  the  decisive  movements 
around  Gettysburg  in  that  famous  early  July  of  1863, 
a  passage  that  rings  true  to  all  the  tragedy  of  the 
battlefield.  This  section,  called  “Attack  by  Storm,” 
reads : 

Toward  evening-  [on  the  3rd  of  July]  hostile  storm 
columns  made  a  violent  assault  on  our  position; 
General  Lee  has  selected  the  choice  troops  of  his 
army  for  this  purpose.  The  enemy  knows  that,  if 
he  breaks  throug-h  the  centre  of  our  position  here, 
the  Northern  Army  is  beaten,  its  own  fate  and  per¬ 
haps  that  of  the  Union  sealed;  but  everyone  of  us 
also  knows  what  is  at  stake  and  is  conscious  of  his 
task.  A  terribly  bitter  battle  ensues  ;  an  almost  un¬ 
interrupted  rifle  fire  envelops  the  battlefield  in  an 
ocean  of  flames.  In  the  seemingly  momentary 
pauses,  use  is  made  of  the  bayonet  and  the  butt- 
end  ;  in-between  the  thunderous  voice  of  Colonel 
Gilsa  is  heard,  spurring  on  the  brigade  to  the  fight¬ 
ing.  Some  of  the  enemy  advance  as  far  as  the  can¬ 
non  to  be  killed  there  by  the  cannoneers  with  the 
wipers.  Finally,  at  9  p.  m.,  the  battle  is  at  an  end; 
the  hostile  attack  has  been  repelled.  The  bulk  of 
the  attacking  column,  the  flower  of  Lee’s  army,  lies 
dead  or  wounded  on  the  battlefield.  Our  regiment, 
too,  had  suffered  heavy  losses,  however;  many  a 
gallant  officer,  many  a  good  soldier,  lies  at  rest 
there.  All  told,  the  regiment  lost  over  one-quarter, 
partly  dead,  partly  wounded. 

Mrs.  Arbogast  also  numbers  among  her  relatives 
an  uncle,  E.  J.  Plassmann,  who  designed  the  statue 
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of  Benjamin  Franklin  that  now  adorns  Printing 
House  Square  at  City  Hall,  as  well  as  the  Indian  tha't 
has  become  famous  in  Tammany  Hall,  and  the  Gut- 
tenberg  monument,  all  three  being  in  New  York. 

George  and  Frances  Johanna  (Bang)  Arbogast  had 
several  children:  i.  Carl,  who  is  in  the  butcher  busi¬ 
ness  in  Pleasant  Plains,  married  Minnie  Mark,  and 
has  two  children,  Amy  Georgianna  and  Carl  Francis. 
2.  Julia,  who  lives  at  Green  Coves  Springs,  Florida, 
married  William  J.  Lesemann,  and  they  have  two 
children,  George  William  and  William  Joseph.  3. 
George,  who  is  living  in  Shanghai,  China,  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  for  American  business  interests;  he  married 
Grace  Anthony,  and  they  have  two  children,  Grace 
Constance  and  Priscilla  Fairlee.  4.  Francis,  who  died, 
aged  three,  in  1892.  5.  Valentine,  an  artist,  living  in 
New  York,  married  Molly  Belcher,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Valentine.  6.  Louise,  who  married  Robert 
Lewis,  and  they  have  two  children,  Robert  Milton 
and  George  Francis. 


SIGMUND  HABER — As  an  orphan  boy  of  but 
seventeen  years  of  age,  Sigmund  Haber  came  to  this 
country  from  Krakau,  Province  of  Galicia,  Poland, 
where  he  was  born  December  15,  1871,  the  son  of 
Ancel  and  Yetta  (Juda)  Haber.  Arriving  in  America 
in  1888,  he  settled  in  New  York  City,  where  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  position  in  a  restaurant,  there  laboring  for 
five  months  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  took  a  post 
as  assistant  clerk  in  the  firm  of  Abraham  and  Kauf¬ 
man,  shoe  dealers  in  that  city.  He  worked  from  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning  until  eleven  o’clock  at  night, 
all  for  the  munificent  salary  of  five  dollars  per  week, 
after  which  he  became  employed  by  Feigel  Bias, 
paints  and  chemicals  business,  at  what  was  then  the 
princely  salary  of  twelve  dollars  per  week.  After 
three  years  he  left  this  position  and  became  a  local 
salesman  for  a  firm  dealing  in  toilet  articles.  During 
this  time  of  hard  and  small-paid  toil  he  kept  in  mind 
his  ambition  to  acquire  a  good  schooling  and  he  de¬ 
voted  every  moment  of  his  spare  time  to  study.  He 
quickly  mastered  the  English  language  which  he 
speaks  today  without  a  trace  of  accent,  and  his  com¬ 
mand  of  words  would  indicate  that  he  had  received 
a  university  education  and  that  he  was  a  native-born 
citizen  of  America. 

When  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Mr.  Haber 
engaged  in  the  meat  and  grocery  business  at  Bayonne, 
New  Jersey,  with  the  assistance  of  a  partner.  The 
project  flourished  and  in  a  little  over  two  years  he 
profitably  disposed  of  his  interest  to  his  partner  and 
engaged  for  himself  in  the  house-furnishing  business 
in  the  same  city.  In  this  he  continued  for  another 
two  years,  when  he  again  sold  out  his  interest  and 
returned  to  New  York  City.  He  became  associated 
with  the  Prudential  Insurance  Company,  acting  as 
agent  of  the  Bronx  branch  of  that  corporation  at 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-third  Street  and  Third 
Avenue.  He  was  with  the  Prudential  in  the  Bronx 
office  until  December,  1900,  when  he  was  transferred 
to  Staten  Island  as  assistant  superintendent  of  their 
Richmond  County  offices.  He  continued  in  this  posi¬ 
tion  until  19x1,  when  he  decided  to  engage  in  business 
for  himself.  Accordingly,  he  established  himself  in 
the  coal  business  with  yard  and  office  at  1693  Rich¬ 
mond  Terrace.  In  time  he  purchased  adjacent  prop¬ 
erties,  thus  increasing  his  holding  until  at  the  present 
his  yards  cover  nearly  an  acre  of  ground  with  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  feet  frontage  on  Richmond 
Terrace.  In  1919  he  constructed  new  offices,  laid  out 
yards  and  put  up  buildings  to  accommodate  his 
business. 
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During  the  World  War  he  strove  to  attend  to  the 
needs  of  the  people  for  fuel,  giving  particular  atten- 
tion  to  those  in  poor  and  needy  circumstances,  and 
was  tireless  in  his  efforts  to  cooperate  with  the  Fuel 
Administration,  being  appointed  on  the  local  com- 
™lttee  to  distribute  coal  to  the  dealers  on  Staten 
island.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  first  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Progressive  Savings  and  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  continued  in  office  as  such  until  October, 
1923,  at  which  date  he  was  elected  president,  which 
office  he  now  holds.  Under  the  policy  formulated  by 
Mr..  Haber  this  association  is  making  every  effort  to 
aid  its  members  in  the  acquisition  of  their  own  homes, 
so  that  they  may  become  valued  and  substantial  citi¬ 
zens.  The  association  through  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Haber  and  his  associates  has  resources  of  $235,000, 
which  it  is  increasing  every  month. 

Mr.  Haber  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Jewish 
Community  Center,  for  which  he  has  labored  unceas¬ 
ingly,  to  the  end  that  its  members  may  receive  ma¬ 
terial  benefit  and  that  they  may  become  constructive 
citizens.  He  is  a  director  of  this  organization,  which 
has  built  a  suitable  edifice  on  Victory  Boulevard.  He 
is  affiliated  with  Aquehonga  Lodge,  No.  906,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  is  a  member  of  the  Tyrian  Chap¬ 
ter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  the  Tall  Cedars  of 
Lebanon.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Star,  and  is 
a  member  of  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  and  a  charter  member  of  the 
Lions  Club,  of  which  he  has  been  a  director  since 
1923.  He  is  one  of  the  active  figures  in  the  Hebrew 
Benevolent  Society,  in  Temple  Emanuel,  and  in  the 
Zionist  organization. 

Mr.  Haber  married,  on  December  28,  1902,  Esther 
Weiss,  of  New  York  City,  a  native  of  Budapest, 
Hungary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haber  have  an  adopted  son, 
Sidney  Kauffman,  born  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
in  February,  1914,  whose  parents  died  during  the 
epidemic  of  influenza  in  1918.  He  is  a  student  at 
Curtis  High  School. 


WILLIAM  ANDROVETTE— The  Androvette 
family  of  Prince  Bay  of  which  William  Androvette, 
the  subject  particularly  concerned  herein,  is  truly 
representative  of  original  pioneer  stock  of  Staten 
Island.  According  to  this  individual  family  record, 
their  line  of  descent  runs  as  follows:  Charles,  whose 
wife’s  name  is  unknown;  Louis  and  his  wife,  Lydia 
Manee;  Winant  S.,  whose  widow  is  Harriet  A.  Mer- 
sereau,  and  the  present  William  Androvette. 

The  Androvettes  had  long  been  engaged  in  native 
pursuits,  those  of  farming  and  oystering,  and  were 
generally  well  known,  having  taken  part  in  the  re¬ 
ligious  and  civic  progress  of  their  respective  times. 
Winant  S.  Androvette  was  essentially  an  oysterman 
but  did  some  farming.  He  was  the  father  of  seven 
children:  Abraham  M.,  George  T.,  Mary  E.,  Her¬ 
bert,  Emmaline  M.,  William,  of  further  mention,  and 
Jane  R. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  detailed  account  of  the 
present  Androvette  family,  the  Mersereau  and  Manee 
lines,  both  collateral  families,  are  hereby  referred  to. 
The  Mersereau  line:  Harriet  Anne,  was  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Emmeline  (Bedell)  Mersereau;  the 
Bedells  also  were  of  old  Staten  Island  stock.  John 
was  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Sally  (Winant)  Mersereau. 
Jacob  was  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Maria  (Corson) 
Mersereau.  Joshua,  who  was  a  resident  here  in  1685, 
was  the  son  of  John  Mersereau,  a  staunch  Huguenot. 
Emmeline  Bedell  was  the  'daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Esther  (La  Forge)  Bedell. 

The  Manee  line:  Mrs.  Mabel  (Manee)  Androvette 
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is  the  daughter  of  William  Teller  and  Ellen  Mande- 
ville  (Smith)  Manee,  the  former  born  March  20, 1848, 
and  the  latter  May  2,  1855.  William  Teller  is  the 
son  of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Teller)  Manee.  Ellen 
Mandeville  Smith  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Anne 
(Weir)  Smith.  Richard  Manee  was  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  (De  Boise)  Manee.  Sarah  Teller  was 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Fanny  (Wade)  Teller. 
John  Smith  was  the  son  of  Elwood  Smith.  Anne 
Weir  was  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Deborah 
(Manee)  Weir.  Almost  all  of  these  progenitors  of 
Miss  Androvette  are  buried  in  Staten  Island  cem¬ 
eteries,  principal  of  which  are  the  Old  Huguenot 
graveyard  near  Prince  Bay  and  that  of  Bethel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  Androvette  was  born  May  30,  1879,  and 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Pleasant  Plains  and 
upon  the  completion  of  his  formal  education  entered 
business,  starting  as  apprentice  with  his  cousin,  Abra¬ 
ham  Sharrott,  in  a  meat  and  produce  establishment,  in 
Prince  Bay.  As  a  boy,  he  was  the  first  to  deliver 
the  “Evening  World”  in  this  town,  being  ever  indus¬ 
trious  and  enterprising.  His  first  butcher  shop  was 
located  in  Prince  Bay  and  later  he  established,  suc¬ 
cessively,  shops  in  New  Dorp,  Great  Kills  on  the 
Boulevard,  where  he  is  situated  at  the  present  time. 
In  1924  Abraham  Sharrott  died  and  Mr.  Androvette 
later  took  into  partnership  Warren  Osborne.  After 
continuing  this  association  for  a  time  Mr.  Androvette 
subsequently  operated  the  business  independently.  His 
market  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  progressive 
enterprises  on  this  Island. 

Mr.  Androvette  is  a  member  of  the  United  Ameri¬ 
can  Mechanics  and  is  a  trustee  and  active  in  the 
affairs  of  St.  Mark’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Prince  Bay.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  local  Vol¬ 
unteer  Fire  Company  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the 
advance  of  the  community.  He  married  Mabel 
Manee  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  1. 
Alice  M.,  of  whom  further.  2.  Ruth  Mandeville,  born 
December  7,  1913,  and  died  January  23,  1915.  #  3- 
William  Franklin,  a  student  at  Tottenville  High 
School,  born  December  15,  1915.  4.  Betty  Jane,  born 
April  3,  1924.  Mrs.  Mabel  (Manee)  Androvette  was 
born  March  15,  1879,  daughter  of  William  Teller  and 
Ellen  Mandeville  (Smith)  Manee.  The  Manees  were 
the  parents  of  four  children :  Annabelle ;  Mabel ; 
Maude,  her  twin  sister,  and  Bessie  M. 

Alice  M.  Androvette  was  educated  in  Public  School 
No.  3  at  Pleasant  Plains,  graduating  from  there  in 
19x9,  after  which  she  attended  Curtis  High  School 
and  graduated  with  the  class  of  1923.  After  a  course 
of  study  at  the  Maxwell  Training  School,  she  finished 
her  studies  in  1925  and  was  then  appointed  to  her 
present  position  as  an  instructor  at  Public  School  No. 
3  at  Pleasant  Plains. 

Miss  Androvette  is  a  member  of  the  Prince  Bay 
Women’s  Club,  Alpha  Phi  Gamma  Sorority,  and  St. 
Mark’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  is  a  teacher 
of  the  kindergarten  class  in  the  Sunday  school  and  a 
member  of  the  Epworth  League. 


LEO  SANDER — In  reviewing  the  lives  and  activ¬ 
ities  of  the  numerous  people  of  Staten  Island,  it 
is  but  just  that  the  name  of  the  late  Leo  Sander  be 
recorded  as  one  of  the  progressive  citizens  of  this  com¬ 
munity.  For  many  years  a  resident  of  St.  George, 
Mr.  Sander  was  the  owner  of  a  large  dairying  enter¬ 
prise  and  was  actively  engaged  in  its  management 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1925. 

Leo  Sander  was  bom  at  Neuwied,  Germany,  on 
December  22,  1865,  son  of  Simon  and  Bertha  (Wolf) 


Sander.  While  still  a  young  man  he  served  in  the 
German  Army  where  he  gained  a  wide  knowledge  of 
military  life.  In  1888,  after  his  discharge  from  the 
service,  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  traveled 
extensively  through  Mexico,  Peru,  New  Mexico  and 
in  Arizona  as  a  representative  of  a  large  trading 
company.  During  a  portion  of  this  time  he  witnessed 
Indian  uprisings  that  sprang  up  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  our  country.  The  urge  of  an  independent 
livelihood  beset  him,  and  in  1894  he  resigned  from 
the  trading  company  and  settled  in  Staten  Island. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  bought  a  milk  route  and 
one  small  delivery  truck  from  a  retiring  dairyman 
and  began  business  in  his  own  name. 

Thus  Mr.  Sander  laid  the  foundation  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  well  known  Meadow-Brook  Dairy.  During  the 
years  that  followed  his  entry  in  the  mercantile  world 
he  met  with  many  struggles  but  through  his  never- 
tiring  energy,  keen  executive  ability  and,  above  all, 
his  confidence  in  himself,  he  finally  became  established 
on  a  solid  and  lucrative  basis.  Since  his  death,  in 
1925,  the  business  has  been  successfully  managed  by 
his  three  sons,  all  of  whom  are  numbered  among  the 
leading  young  business  men  of  Richmond  County. 
From  time  to  time  the  business  has  increased  and  it 
is  at  present  recognized  as  the  oldest  and  largest  inde¬ 
pendent  dairy  on  Staten  Island. 

Aside  from  his  immediate  activities  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  his  dairy  Mr.  Sander  was  also  well  known 
as  a  real  estate  operator  and  owner,  one  of  his  hold¬ 
ings,  still  owned  by  the  Sander  family,  being  the  old 
Fort  Hills  property  which  is  historically  prominent 
as  the  site  of  a  British  fort  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Keenly  interested  in  historical  and  civic  affairs, 
he  was  for  years  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Civic 
League,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a  Fellow  of  the 
American  Geographical  Society.  Fraternally,  he  was 
a  member  of  Aquehonga  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  In  1909  he  was  among  those  men  who  were 
most  active  in  sponsoring  the  movement  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  Stapleton  Ferry. 

On  June  28,  1896,  Leo  Sander  married  Babette 
Jeselsohn,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Betty  (Sohn) 
Jeselsohn  of  Mannehein,  Germany,  who  survives  him. 
Mrs.  Sander,  like  her  late  husband,  has  been  active 
in  civic  affairs.  During  the  World  War  she  was  a 
tireless  worker  in  behalf  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sander  were  the  parents  of  three 
sons:  1.  Seymour,  born  December  7,  1899,  attended 
Cornell  University;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club,  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  of  Aque¬ 
honga  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  2.  Walter 
David,  born  January  1,  1905,  attended  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  and  New  York  University;  he  is  also  a  member 
of  Aquehonga  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  3. 
Ludwig  Ralph,  born  July  18,  1906,  was  formerly  a 
student  at  New  York  University,  and  is  now  inter¬ 
ested  in  art  as  an  avocation.  Each  of  the  sons  takes 
his  respective  place  in  his  father’s  business  and  they 
are  carrying  out  the  policies  laid  down  and  planned 
by  him,  thus  reflecting  credit  in  its  management. 


HARRY  O.  ALMGREN — Well  represented 
among  the  present  day  residents  of  Staten  Island  are 
a  goodly  number  of  Swedish  descent  who,  by  their 
integrity  and  loyalty,  have  proven  themselves  exemp¬ 
lary  citizens.  As  superintendent  of  the  Swedish  Home 
for  the  Aged  People  maintained  by  the  association 
bearing  that  name,  Harry  O.  Almgren  has  done  much 
to  exemplify  these  traits  of  character  and  to  sustain 
and  uplift  the  institution  he  heads. 

The  history  of  the  Almgren  family  dates  back  to 
very  early  times  in  the  historic  annals  of  Sweden,  it 


I 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


285 


being  certain  that  they  were  folk  of  considerable  in¬ 
dustry  and  influence  within  that  section  of  the  country 
in  which  they  were  seated.  From  time  to  time  they 
were  represented  in  the  Swedish  Army  and  Navy, 
many  of  their  number  becoming  officers  who  served 
with  signal  distinction  in  both  of  these  branches  of 
service.  The  family  was  represented  principally  in 
the  western  part  of  the  country,  in  Gottenburg,  near 
the  North  Sea  Coast. 

The  father  of  Harry  O.  Almgren  was  Gotfried  J. 
Almgren,  a  contractor  and  builder,  who  for  long 
years  conducted  an  enterprising  business.  His  wife 
was  Sophia  Larson  of  another  old  Swedish  family  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  two  of 
whom:  William  J.,  and  Harry  O.,  our  subject,  came 
to  America.  Gotfried  J.  Almgren  passed  away  in 
1907  in  Gottenburg  and  is  buried  there.  His  wife  still 
survives,  and  lives  in  the  home  land. 

Harry  O.  Almgren  obtained  his  education  in  the 
high  schools  of  his  native  town,  after  which  he  entered 
the  Serafimer  Hospital  in  order  to  study  medicine. 
After  remaining  here  for  three  years  in  which  he 
labored  steadily  and  well,  he  was  graduated  from  the 
hospital,  receiving  a  diploma  in  recognition  of  his 
services.  Within  a  period  of  time  embracing  two 
years  and  four  months,  he  served  in  the  Royal  Army 
of  Sweden  in  order  to  complete  the  necessary  military 
training  required  by  his  government. 

Within  the  next  few  years  which  were  marked  by 
the  participation  of  more  than  half  the  nations  of 
Europe  in  the  great  World  War,  Mr.  Almgren  stood 
ready  for  army  medical  service  in  the  event  that 
Sweden  should  enter  the  conflict.  He  engaged  dili¬ 
gently  in  preparatory  work  through  cantonment  serv¬ 
ice,  becoming  assistant  to  Captain  Hedin,  who  was 
officer  in  direct  charge  of  operations  here.  Five  years 
were  sufficient  to  instruct  him  in  this  discipline, 
whereupon  he  decided  to  journey  to  America  in  order 
to  seek  either  an  opportunity  to  advance  further  in 
his  profession  or  a  reputable  business  connection.  He 
therefore  left  his  native  land  on  August  2,  1924, 
landing  in  New  York  ten  days  later. 

Immediately  upon  arriving  in  this  city  Mr.  Alm¬ 
gren  conferred  with  the  Swedish  Societies,  Incor¬ 
porated,  and  forthwith  became  identified  with  this 
organization,  which  by  this  time  had  grown  to  be  o! 
considerable  significance  and  influence  within  New 
York.  He  soon  acquired  a  sufficient  knowledge  of 
affairs  within  this  body  to  fulfill  duties  of  a  particu¬ 
larly  responsible  nature,  all  of  which  later  prompted 
officials  of  the  corporation  to  appoint  him  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Swedish  Home  for  Aged  People  on 
Staten  Island.  He  holds  this  office  at  the  current 

time.  ,  ... 

A  short  history  of  this  very  home-like  institution 
which,  under  Mr.  Almgren’s  supervision,  has  become 
firmly  welded  and  established  as  a  shelter  for  aged 
persons  of  Swedish  nationality,  serves  to  emphasize 
its  importance.  According  to  record,  the  Swedish 
Home  for  the  Aged  People  Association  was  organized 
December  5,  1909,  at  a  public  meeting  called  by  the 
United  Swedish  Societies  of  New  York.  More  than 
two  years  elapsed  before  sufficient  funds  could  be  ac¬ 
cumulated,  mainly  through  donations  from  Swedish 
organizations,  for  the  purchase  of  the  building  which 
now  houses  more  than  thirty  persons.  It  was  on 
February  2,  1912,  that  the  stately  Vanderbilt  mansion 
overlooking  Clove  and  Little  Clove  valley  and  situ¬ 
ated  on  an  elevation  that  commands  a  splendid  view, 
was  bought.  L.  B.  Labour  and  his  wife,  Alita  (Van¬ 
derbilt)  Labour,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Commodore 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  had  lived  here  previously,  the 


dwelling  having  been  built  of  native  stone  and  brick 
with  massive  walls,  on  the  south  side  and  being  a 
superstructure,  brick-lined  on  a  brick  foundation,  on 
the  north  side. 

The  institution  was  opened  on  Sunday,  June  23, 
1912,  with  impressive  ceremonies  and  dedicated  to 
the  aged  Swedish  people  of  the  city.  During  the  sum¬ 
mer  and  fall  of  1913  extensive  additions  and  altera¬ 
tions  were  effected;  an  attic  was  converted  into  a 
light,  airy  floor,  several  sunny  rooms  being  opened; 
more  large  rooms  on  another  floor  were  subdivided; 
a  moderate  heating  plant  was  installed  at  a  large 
expense.  Fortunate,  indeed,  has  been  the  lot  of  this 
institution  in  having  men  of  worthy  caliber  guiding 
its  destinies,  its  directors  having  given  willingly  of 
their  time  and  services  to  its  management  without  re¬ 
muneration  and  at  the  same  time  supporting  with 
full  confidence  and  heartiness  the  work  of  its  super¬ 
intendent,  Mr.  Almgren.  Under  his  efficient  care  the 
home  has  flourished,  the  gains  that  have  been  made 
during  his  years  of  service  having  been  well  consoli¬ 
dated.  Many  of  the  comforts  of  life  are  enjoyed  by 
the  folks  residing  here  who  enjoy  themselves  prin¬ 
cipally  by  taking  daily  walks  over  nearby  woodland 
trails,  listening  to  radio  concerts,  reading,  and  work¬ 
ing  at  various  small  jobs.  Each  year  an  annual  picnic 
takes  place,  and  in  a  general  sense  the  morale  of  the 
home  is  maintained  effectively  and  with  a  sincerity 
that  has  also  come  to  be  associated  with  the  nature 
of  the  man  responsible  for  these  enjoyments. . 

Mr.  Almgren  is  deeply  interested  in  the  history  of 
our  Island  and  in  civic  and  social  developments  that 
are  taking  place  here.  He  is  affiliated  with  numerous 
organizations,  among  which  the  following  are  in¬ 
cluded:  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  Tegner 
Lodge,  No.  64;  Order  of  Vasa,  No.  34,  of  Thor; 
the  Du  Nord  Society  of  New  York;  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church  on  Staten  Island  and  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  this  house  of  worship. 

The  marriage  of  Harry  O.  Almgren  took  place 
March  16,  1928,  to  Alice  T.  Johanson,  daughter  of 
Sea  Captain  Johan  Henrick  and  Anna  (Olson)  Johan¬ 
son  of  Sweden.  Though  Captain  Johanson.  died  in 
1918  his  wife,  who  remains  in  Sweden,  survives  him. 
Mrs.  Almgren  is  of  a  family  of  nine  children.  Mr 
and  Mrs.  Almgren  reside  at  the  home,  which  is  located 
at  No.  20  Bristol  Avenue,  just  off  Victory  Boulevard, 
West  New  Brighton. 


CARL  I.  OBERG— A  native  of  Sweden,  who 
upon  coming  to  the  United  States  in  his  yout , 
resided  many  years  in  the  State  of  Maine,  but  su  - 
sequently  came  to  live  in  New  York  and  Staten 
Island,  is  Carl  I.  Oberg,  a  resident  of  New  Dorp. 
He  is  engaged  in  the  funeral  directing  business,  a 
calling  for  which  he  studied  painstakingly  and 
thoroughly  in  one  of  few  accredited  professional 
schools  in  the  country.  The  history  of  the  Obergs 
and  its  various  members  is  consequently  of  interest 

in  this  work.  .  e  , 

The  Oberg  family  has  been  represented  m  Sweden 
for  many  generations  and  identified  prominently  in 
both  military  and  civil  life  in  that  country.  The 
grandfather  of  Carl  I.  Oberg  was  Oscar  Oberg,  a 
man  of  learning  and  influence,  who  served  as  a 
cavalry  officer  in  the  Swedish  Army  by  appointment 
of  his  majesty,  Oscar  the  Fourth,  King  of  Sweden. 
He  and  his  wife  lived  to  be  more  than  eighty  years 
nf  a  (TP.  their  deaths  occurring  in  Sweden,  where  both 


are  buried. 

They  were  the  parents  of  Peter  Oberg,  who,  like 
his  father,  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
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his  native  district  and  also  was  in  the  Cavalry  Divi¬ 
sion  attached  to  the  Swedish  Army.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Berg  and  during  the  early  part  of  their 
married  life  they  resided  in  Jemtland,  but  subse¬ 
quently  they  decided  to  come  to  the  United  States 
and  forthwith  embarked  for  a  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  Arriving  in  this  country,  they 
located  in  April,  1904,  in  Brownville,  Maine,  where 
they  live  at  the  present  time  (1930).  Peter  Oberg 
thus  became  the  progenitor  of  his  branch  of  the 
family  in  America.  He  purchased  a  farm  in  the 
Brownville  district,  and  though  his  principal  occu¬ 
pation  was  that  of  a  lumberman,  he  also  engaged  in 
farming. 

He  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Berg)  Oberg,  were 
the  parents  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters;  their 
first  five  children  were  born  abroad,  and  the  last 
two  in  this  country.  The  eldest  of  the  sons,  Oliver 
W.,  was  in  the  United  States  Army  for  nine  years, 
and  retired  as  a  captain  following  the  World  War; 
Andrew  G.,  another  son,  also  served  in  the  World 
War  in  a  Trench  Mortar  Battery  attached  to  the 
Second  Division  stationed  in  France;  he  returned 
home  and  died  shortly  after  from  the  effects  of 
poisonous  gas  received  while  in  combat  in  that 
country.  The  others  were:  Carl  I.,  whose  review 
is  given  here  in  detail;  Inga  C.,  a  widow,  whose 
husband  was  H,  Larson;  John  E.,  a  real  estate  man; 
Mildred  J.,  who  married  D.  McAllister;  and  Gladys 
M.,  now  Mrs.  M.  Cooley.  All  except  Carl  I.  are 
living  in  Maine. 

Carl  I.  Oberg  was  born  in  Jemtland,  Sweden, 
November  23,  1897,  and  when  he  had  about  reached 
school  age  his  family  came  to  this  country,  hence 
his  education  was  received  in  the  local  schools  of 
Brownville,  Maine.  He  then  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  latter’s  farming  and  lumbering 
business. 

Following  this  association  Mr.  Oberg  came  to 
New  York  in  the  early  part  of  1919.  Almost  im¬ 
mediately  he  became  interested  in  several  branches 
of  the  funeral  directing  business  and  was  asso¬ 
ciated  for  some  time  with  leading  morticians  in  this 
city  and  in  New  Jersey.  After  acquiring  consider¬ 
able  knowledge  of  this  profession  through  constant 
study  and  practical  experience,  he  enrolled  for  a 
special  post-graduate  course  in  the  Cincinnati  Col¬ 
lege  of  Embalming  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  While  at 
this  institution,  which  is  one  of  the  few  recognized 
by  a  group  of  states  for  examination,  he  took  a 
special  course  in  post  mortem  plastic  surgery.  This 
course  of  instruction  was  one  dealing  with  the  proper 
care  and  restoration  of  the  body  after  demise,  in 
order  to  give  it  a  life-like  appearance,  and  is  most 
usually  applicable  to  accident  cases  and  deaths  oc¬ 
curring  from  violent  causes.  After  graduating  from 
this  college  in  June,  1928,  Mr.  Oberg  came  to  Staten 
Island  to  live  and  to  establish  a  business  in  his 
profession. 

The  growth  of  Mr.  Oberg’s  business  soon  de¬ 
manded  a  more  modern  mortuary  and  with  that 
thought  in  mind  he  purchased  the  former  home  of 
Edward  Lockhart  at  No.  37  Richmond  Road,  New 
Dorp.  This  property  is  on  the  corner  of  Geldner 
Avenue  in  the  residential  section  of  this  neighbor¬ 
hood.  He  has  made  extensive  alterations,  adding  a 
chapel  and  private  reposing  rooms  which  offer  every 
comfort  to  those  whom  he  is  called  upon  to  serve. 
Altogether,  the  main  building  contains  sixteen  rooms. 
The  frontage  of  the  property  which  is  on  Richmond 
Road  as  well  as  on  Geldner  Avenue,  reserves  ample 
parking  space  on  these  streets.  In  the  rear  of  the 


property  Mr.  Oberg  has  erected  a  spacious  garage 
and  in  connection  with  this  structure  he  has  ar¬ 
ranged  a  most  modern  preparation  room,  which  is 
also  in  communication  with  the  main  building. 

On  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Oberg  is  active  in  civic 
organizations  and  community  projects  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  the  New  Dorp  Board  of  Trade.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Red  Men  of  America,  is  a  member  of  Pi 
Sigma  Eta  fraternity  of  the  Cincinnati  College  of 
Embalming,  and  is  also  fraternally  affiliated  with 
Lodge,  No.  163,  of  the  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  at  Brownville,  Maine.  He  was  the  first  ' 
member  of  Swedish  descent  to  be  admitted  to  this 
Lodge,  and  held  the  office  of  Senior  Deacon  when 
he  left  that  town.  While  living  at  Brownville,  he 
was  captain  and  secretary  of  the  Volunteer  Fire 
Company,  and  a  member  of  this  organization  for 
several  years. 

Mr.  Oberg  is  particularly  fond  of  sports,  especially, 
golf  and  tennis,  and  in  competition  in  the  former 
game  captured  a  tournament  held  at  the  Musconet- 
cong  Country  Club  in  Hackettstown,  New  Jersey. 

The  contest  was  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  Cathedral 
of  St.  John  the  Divine,  New  York.  In  his  religious 
association  Mr.  Oberg  is  of  the  Moravian  Church. 


GEORGE  L.  TURNER — During  early  times  in 
local  history  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  have  re¬ 
moved  to  the  neighboring  territory  of  Southern  New 
York  and  in  turn  residents  from  there,  notably  Orange  ' 
County,  have  come  to  Staten  Island.  The  Turner 
family,  long  seated  in  Orange  County,  of  this  State, 
has  been  represented  in  Richmond  County  since  1875 
by  the  late  George  L.  Turner  and  members  of  his 
family,  who  then  took  up  their  residence  here. 

George  L.  Turner  was  born  July  15,  1852,  a  son  of 
Gilbert  and  Martha  S.  (Pollard)  Turner  of  Turner 
Village,  in  Orange  County.  The  town  in  which  they 
lived  was  named  after  early  members  of  the  family. 
Original  Turners  of  this  county  date  back  to  Peter 
Turner  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Galloway)  Turner,  who 
resided  there  as  early  as  1791.  Generous  reference  to 
this  family  group  is  found  in  a  history  of  Orange 
County,  published  in  1895  by  the  Chapman  Publish¬ 
ing  Company  of  New  York. 

As  a  boy  George  L.  Turner  attended  the  local 
country  school  in  his  district  and  after  completing 
his  education  assisted  his  parents  on  their  farm  until 
he  came  to  New  York  City  in  1872.  He  immediately 
entered  the  produce  business  in  Washington  Market, 
became  successful  in  this  enterprise  and  remained 
here  for  no  less  than  fifty-four  years.  He  retired 
from  active  business  life  in  1926,  and  as  a  man  of 
integrity  and  perseverance  his  career  has  had  few 
parallels  in  this  individual  occupation.  During  this 
activity  he  had  succeeded  in  making  hundreds  of  busi¬ 
ness  associates  his  firm  friends  and  loyal  companions. 
Meanwhile,  Mr.  Turner  had  taken  up  his  residence 
on  Staten  Island.  As  a  resident  of  West  Brighton  he 
took  part  in  civic  affairs  and  was  known  as  a  citizen 
of  a  courteous  and  dignified  character. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  December 
27,  1876,  to  Mary  A.  Collins,  daughter  of  John  and 
Ann  (Brophy)  Collins.  Mrs.  Turner  was  born  in 
Bristol,  Pennsylvania,  on  March  5,  1857.  She  and 
her  husband  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living  and  married,  thus  Mrs.  Turner 
has  sixteen  grandchildren  and  seven  great-grand- 
dren.  The  children  of  George  L.  and  Mary  A.  (Col¬ 
lins)  Turner  follow:  Bertha  M.,  born  September  28, 
1878,  now  deceased;  Alfred  D.,  born  November  13, 
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1879;  Annie  E.,  born  January  28,  1882,  also  deceased; 
John  W.,  born  August  27,  1884,  deceased;  William 
B.,  born  December  29,  1887;  Gilbert  D.,  born  January 
4,  1891;  Martha  M.,  born  October  21,  1893,  deceased; 
George  E.,  born  December  28,  1898. 

George  L.  Turner,  our  subject,  passed  away  April 
23.  I929>  only  a  few  months  after  he  and  his  wife 
had  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary. 
Mrs.  Turner  resides  at  the  present  time  at  No.  75 
Greenleaf  Avenue,  West  Brighton. 


MAURICE  GRAHAM  USLAN  was  brought  to 
this  country  at  an  early  age  by  his  parents,  Samuel 
and  Fanny  Uslan.  He  was  born  in  what  was  then 
the  domain  of  the  Czar,  March  30,  1898.  His  father 
and  mother  emigrated  to  America  in  1907  and,  after 
residing  in  Brooklyn  for  about  a  year  and  a  half, 
removed  to  Staten  Island  where  the  elder  Uslan 
became  engaged  as  a  building  contractor  and  has 
continued  in  this  business  to  the  present  time,  1930. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Uslan  are  also  parents  of  two 
other  sons  and  two  daughters,  Emily;  Nathan,  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father;  Arthur,  a  graduate  of  Curtis 
High  School;  Ida,  attending  Curtis  High  School. 

The  early  education  of  Maurice  G.  Uslan  was  ob¬ 
tained  in  Public  School  No.  17,  New  Brighton,  after 
which  he  attended  the  Curtis  High  School,  graduating 
in  1917.  During  his  last  year  in  school  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  real  estate  firm  of  Cornelius  G.  Kolff. 
When  the  United  States  entered  into  the  World  War 
Mr.  Uslan  joined  the  Naval  Militia.  He  received  his 
training  in  Tarrytown,  New  York,  on  the  completion 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  assigned  to 
active  duty  in  the  mine-sweeping  division  of  the 
United  States  Coast  Patrol.  He  saw  service  on  va¬ 
rious  vessels  as  a  seaman  and  later  was  sent  to  a 
gunner’s  school  at  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  for 
further  instruction.  Here,  he  obtained  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  gunner’s  mate.  When  the  Armistice  was 
signed  he  was  stationed  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  until 
-  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  United 
States  Navy,  July  3,  1919.  His  term  of  service  ran 
from  May  11,  1917,  until  the  previously  mentioned 
date. 

Several  months  following,  he  entered  the  Carnegie 
Institute  of  Technology  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1923  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Architecture.  For  about  a 
year  he  was  employed  at  DuBois,  Pennsylvania,  later 
being  connected  with  various  Pittsburgh  architects. 
In  that  city  he  had  his  own  office  for  a  time  but  in 
1926  he  returned  to  Staten  Island,  where  he  opened 
an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.  His  work 
on  Staten  Island  has  attracted  favorable  comment 
among  the  members  of  his  profession,  he  having  been 
associate  architect  in  connection  with  the  designing  of 
the  Jewish  Community  Center,  and  the  architect  on 
H.  M.  Levy  Building  on  Richmond  Avenue;  the  H. 
O’Brien  residence  on  Henderson  Avenue,  Max  Men- 
dolowitz  residence  in  Randall  Manor,  and  several 
other  large  houses. 

Mr.  Uslan  is  a  member  of  Slosson  Post  of  the 
American  Legion,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Acquehonga 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Acquehonga  Fel- 

Ilow  Craft  Club  of  Masons,  the  Staten  Island  Institute 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Staten  Island  Association 
of  Architects,  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
Phi  Epsilon  Pi  College  Fraternity.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Jewish  Community  Center  and  the 
Lions  Club. 

* 


OLE  O.  ODEGAARD — The  name  Odegaard  is 
well  known  and  highly  respected  throughout  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Richmond,  because  the  man  who  bears  it 
began  life  as  a  poor  boy  and  by  sheer  judgment  and 
untiring  energy  was  able  to  take  his  proper  place 
among  the  successful  and  responsible  citizens  of  this 
locality.  The  story  of  his  life  offers  inspiration  and 
encouragement  to  the  growing  generation  of  all  times. 

A  native  of  the  great  Scandinavian  Peninsula,  Ole 
O.  Odegaard  was  born  at  Arendal,  Norway,  May  2, 
1886,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Bertha  (Gundersen)  Ode¬ 
gaard,  both  natives  and  descendants  of  old  stock  of 
that  country.  The  father,  who  died  at  Arendal  in 
1909,  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  builder  and 
it  was  from  him,  that  Mr.  Odegaard,  in  his  early 
boyhood,  acquired  the  liking  and  desire  for  construc¬ 
tion  work.  The  mother  is  still  living  at  the  fam¬ 
ily  home  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  The  younger 
Odegaard  who  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  of 
Arendal,  spent  his  spare  time  with  his  father,  where 
he  gained  considerable  experience  in  construction 
work,  which  knowledge  was  to  be  of  great  value 
to  him  in  later  years.  At  the  age  of  fifteen,  feeling 
the  urge  of  the  sea,  and  seeking  adventure,  he  shipped 
on  a  sailing  vessel  and  for  the  period  of  the  next 
four  years  sailed  to  various  ports  of  the  world.  In 
1905,  he  landed  at  Buenos  Aires,  in  the  Argentine 
Republic,  but  soon  left  there,  aboard  a  ship  bound 
for  New  York.  He  often  relates  his  experience  of 
steering  this  steamer  through  the  Narrows  to  Quaren- 
tine  during  a  thick  fog  and  guiding  her,  between  two 
outgoing  boats,  safely  to  her  dock.  He  was  paid 
off  at  the  old  English  shipping  office,  thence  went  to 
Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  where  he  soon  obtained  em¬ 
ployment  as  a  carpenter.  The  work  was  by  no  means 
easy,  for  even  unto  this  day  he  can  recollect  of  work¬ 
ing  on  one  particular  job  in  cold  water  up  to  his 
waist. 

While  in  Hoboken,  he  visited  Staten  Island  on  two 
occasions  with  no  thought  or  desire,  however,  to 
settle  there.  Such  was  nevertheless,  his  destiny,  and 
in  1906,  having  learned  of  more  agreeable  work  at 
Mariners  Harbor,  he  came  to  Staten  Island  and  soon 
made  the  acquaintance  of  a  number  of  his  country¬ 
men,  who  told  him  of  the  possibilities  afforded  in  the 
borough.  This  fact  soon  became  apparent  to  Mr. 
Odegaard,  and  he  accordingly  began  his  duties  with 
a  determination  to  succeed  and  to  make  the  Island 
his  future  home.  After  working  in  various  capacities, 
he  finally  got  a  position  with  Milliken  Brothers  of 
Mariners  Harbor,  and  while  thus  engaged  he  met  with 
a  serious  accident  which  caused  a  fracture  of  both 
hips,  a  broken  collarbone  and  internal  injuries  result¬ 
ing  in  the  puncturing  of  the  right  lung.  For  two 
weeks  his  life  was  despaired  of  and  even  after  he 
was  beyond  danger,  it  was  feared  that  he  might  not 
have  use  of  his  limbs.  He  recovered,  however,  and 
the  miracle  of  his  restoration  turned  his  thoughts  to 
religious  matters  in  which  he  has  since  been  very 
active.  Details  of  his  church  connections  are  recorded 
later  on  in  this  narrative.  This  accident  which  con¬ 
fined  him  to  bed  for  many  months  also  marked  the 
turning  point  in  what  was  to  be  a  remarkably  suc¬ 
cessful  career.  As  soon  as  he  was  able,  he  took  up 
his  trade  and  continued  in  this  capacity  until  1908. 
From  that  time  until  1912,  he  was  associated  wfith 
various  contractors,  superintending  large  building 
projects  in  Staten  Island,  Long  Island,  and  New 
Jersey,  chief  among  them  being  that  of  the  Glen 
Cove  Hotel  at  Glen  Cove,  Long  Island.  In  1910  he 
erected  his  most  rapidly  built  house.  This  was  a 
miniature  house  used  as  a  display  by  the  National 
Fireproofing  Company  of  New  York  City  during  the 
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Real  Estate  Exhibition,  held  that  year  in  Madison 
Square  Garden.  Constructed  of  veneer  brick  finish, 
it  was  twenty- four  feet  square,  two  stories  high  and 
complete  in  every  detail  with  exterior  window  boxes, 
parquet  floors  and  a  fireplace.  In  19x2  he  entered 
the  building  business  under  his  own  name  and  to 
start  the  ball  rolling,  as  it  were,  he  first  of  all  built 
his  own  home  on  Faber  Street,  Port  Richmond,  as  a 
sample  house.  Many  of  his  friends  and  neighbors 
saw’  the  home  and  his  ability  as  a  builder  was  readily 
recognized.  He  soon  had  contracts  for  a  number  of 
homes  and  business  buildings  in  various  parts  of 
Staten  Island.  As  time  went  on  he  handled  many 
large  contracts,  among  them  being  the  remodeling 
of  the  old  Lord  House,  for  Captain  William  Smith 
of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  at  Rosebank,  Staten 
Island,  and  the  building  of  the  new  garage  and  show¬ 
rooms  for  the  Richmond  County  Buick,  Inc.,  at 
New  Brighton;  the  construction  of  the  Pendleton 
Apartments  at  New  Brighton,  and  building  the  resi¬ 
dence  on  Battery  View  Hill,  in  Tompkinsville,  for 
John  F.  Swainson,  of  the  J.  P.  Morgan  Company. 
His  business  increased  rapidly,  and  in  the  following 
five  years,  from  1912  to  1917,  he  built  some  two 
hundred  buildings. 

In  1917,  in  addition  to  his  already  successful  enter¬ 
prises,  he  purchased  several  large  tracts  of  land,  laid 
out  streets,  and  planned  town  sites,  which  resulted 
in  a  number  of  the  Island’s  very  fine  residential  and 
business  developments. 

In  1923,  he  was  the  originator  of  the  Forest 
Heights  Development,  the  first  big  building  plan  by 
one  man  on  Staten  Island.  This  project,  located  on 
Forest  Avenue,  between  Broadway  and  Bement  Ave¬ 
nue,  was  at  that  time  a  weed-grown  area,  but  through 
his  business  acumen  and  knowledge  of  development, 
Mr.  Odegaard  built  up  one  of  Staten  Island’s  most 
picturesque  colonies.  In  1926  he  purchased  the  Wil¬ 
liam  S.  Van  Clief  estate,  adjoining  the  proposed  city 
park,  where  considerable  work  is  being  done  by  the 
park  department.  The  beautiful  Odegaard  Manor 
is  now  being  developed  in  this  locality.  Recently  Mr. 
Odegaard  sold  the  Van  Clief  homestead  to  the  Church 
of  the  Ascension,  together  with  a  large  tract  of  land 
to  which  the  church  will  be  removed  from  its  pres¬ 
ent  location.  The  homestead  will  be  used  as  a  parish 
house.  Mr.  Odegaard  also  purchased  the  Benedict 
estate  in  West  New  Brighton  in  1929,  and  the  Seitz 
estate  on  Grymes  Hill  in  1930  for  development  pur¬ 
poses.  Among  many  other  interests  of  Mr.  Odegaard 
are  :  the  O.  J.  T.  Towing  and  Transportation  Company, 
organized  in  1926  for  towing  and  transporting  through 
New  York  Harbor  and  Long  Island  Sound;  and 
the  Union  Tile  Works  of  Union,  New  Jersey,  of 
which,  he  is  the  Staten  Island  representative.  His 
offices  are  located  at  No.  730  Forest  Avenue. 

Mr.  Odegaard,  as  stated  previously  in  this  nar¬ 
rative,  is  keenly  interested  and  active  in  church  and 
missionary  work.  For  many  years  he  has  been  trustee 
of  the  Norwegian  Free  Church,  which  he  attends,  and 
he  is  associated  with  the  Norweigan  Free  Church 
Association  of  North  America,  as  an  official  in  three 
of  its  subsidiary  organizations,  namely:  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee;  chairman  of  the  Mission  Aid  and  Loan 
Fund,  and  one  of  the  founders  and  present  chairman 
of  the  Layman  Association.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Staten  Island  Hos¬ 
pital.  Mr.  Odegaard  finds  diversion  in  travel,  having 
made  visits  to  his  home  in  Norway  for  the  past  sev¬ 
eral  years. 

On  March  13,  1915,  Mr.  Odegaard  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Petrinella  Olive  Olson,  the  daughter  of 


Carl  and  Ada  (Brynelson)  Olson.  The  elder  Olsons 
were  married  in  Norway,  came  to  America  about 
1892  and  lived  in  New  York  City.  The  home  life 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odegaard  is  one  of  extreme  hap¬ 
piness  and  they  are  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Grace  Florence,  Lloyd  Bernard,  Gloria  Lilac,  Carroll 
Ole,  and  Royal  Arlo.  The  family  residence  is  at  No. 
19  Martling  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


JOSEPH  A.  SPRINGSTEAD— In  the  profes¬ 
sions  of  law,  banking,  and  real  estate,  also  in  move¬ 
ments  affecting  the  civic  progress  of  Staten  Island, 
Joseph  A.  Springstead,  of  Great  Kills,  is  prominently 
identified.  As  a  developer  of  South  Shore  properties 
and  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
South  Shore  Bank,  he  has  been  instrumental  in  plac¬ 
ing  this  section  of  the  island  in  a  position  to  its  great 
future  advancement. 

Mr.  Springstead  was  born  at  Crugers,  Westchester 
County,  New  York,  December  31,  i88q,  the  son  of 
Joseph  O.  and  Mary  J.  (Hering)  Springstead  whose 
deaths  occurred  in  1887  and  1889  respectively.  The 
Springsteads  and  Herings  were  among  the  pioneer 
families,  well  known  throughout  the  Hudson  River 
Valley  country.  Mr.  Springstead  attended  school  in 
his  native  town,  and  later,  after  the  death  of  his  par¬ 
ents,  he  moved  across  the  river  to  Haverstraw  where 
his  aunt,  Caroline  Van  Orden  resided.  There  he  com¬ 
pleted  his  grammar  and  high  school  education,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  came  to  New  York  alone, 
having  with  him  but  little  cash,  to  seek  employment. 
For  the  following  few  years  he  was  variously  em¬ 
ployed;  in  1902  he  was  appointed,  through  the  Civil 
Service  examination,  opener  and  packer  in  the  United 
States  appraiser’s  office  at  New  York.  Following  his 
appointment  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  New 
York  Law  School,  attending  the  evening  classes,  and 
was  graduated  in  1906  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws.  His  admittance  to  the  New  York  Bar  and 
his  promotion  to  a  clerkship  in  the  United  States 
appraiser’s  office,  and  transfer  to  the  Protest  and 
Appeals  Bureau  of  the  Law  Division  of  that  office, 
took  place  in  the  same  year.  In  1907  he  was  admitted 
to  the  New  Jersey  Bar  and  practiced  law  in  New 
York  City  and  Hoboken  for  several  years  thereafter. 
In  the  same  year  he  was  promoted  through  a  Civil 
Service  examination  to  the  position  of  appointment 
Clerk  in  the  United  States  appraiser’s  office,  which 
position  he  held  for  four  years.  He  was  designated 
as  the  efficiency  expert  of  the  United  States  ap¬ 
praiser’s  office  in  1911,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of 
the  re-organization  of  the  appraiser’s  office.  In  that 
connection  he  originated  and  installed  a  system  of 
records  of  receipt  of  invoices  and  receipt  and  delivery 
of  packages  which  has  served  as  a  model  for  all 
appraising  offices  throughout  the  United  States.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  was  appointed  to  the  various  committees 
and  offices  as  follows:  1911 — Member  of  Committee 
of  Two  on  Consolidation  of  outside  offices  of  surveyor 
and  appraiser  at  the  port  of  New  York;  member  of 
Committee  of  Two  on  consolidation  of  sixth  division 
of  Collector  Loeb’s  office  with  appraiser’s  office; 
member  of  Committee  of  Two  to  investigate  rec¬ 
ords  and  methods  of  procedure  at  the  office  of  the 
board  of  general  appraisers.  1912 — Member  of  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  simplification  of  records,  elimination  of 
useless  methods  and  recommendation  of  economies  in 
operation  of  non-naval  office  ports;  member  of  com¬ 
mittee  to  consider  forms,  routines  and  methods  of 
appraisement  in  appraiser’s  office  at  New  York;  mem¬ 
ber  of  appraisement  commission,  “To  report  on  prin¬ 
ciples  and  practices  of  appraising  work  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  to  report  such  changes  as  shall  commend 


X  stisis  Historical  Fvb.  Co 


zr.cfbif  l 


STATEN  ISLAND 


AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


themselves  to  the  Commission  ;”  member  on  com¬ 
mittee  on  classification,  with  Collector  Loeb,  Naval 
Officer  Kracke,  and  Appraiser  Higgins.  To  the  last 
five  posts  he  received  his  appointments  by  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  Franklin  MacVeagh.  i9i3_Ad- 
viser  by  departmental  direction  of  the  appraiser  at 
Philadelphia,  to  assist  in  improving  the  administra¬ 
tive  methods  in  the  handling  of  merchandise  and 
invoices  at  that  port;  promoted  as  chief  of  the  Law 
Division  in  the  United  States  appraiser’s  office  at 
New  York.  He  held  this  latter  position  until  1921, 
when  he  resigned  to  give  undivided  attention  to  his 
business  affairs. 

It  was  in  1912  that  Mr.  Springstead  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  Staten  Island  realty,  when  the  district  about 
Great  Kills  began  to  show  signs  of  modern  develop¬ 
ment.  He  then  established  his  residence  on  the  island, 
and  with  a  clarity  of  vision  and  quick  perception  of 
what  was  best  and  most  advantageous  for  the  com¬ 
munity,  he  took  a  keen  interest  with  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  the  furtherance  of  its  welfare.  He  organ¬ 
ized  the  Great  Kills  Beach  Corporation,  and  the  Great 
Kills  Land  and  Development  Company,  of  which  he 
is  president.  Part  of  the  Erastus  Wyman  property 
at  Great  Kills,  and  the  Robinson  Farm  of  three 
hundred  acres,  extending  from  Great  Kills  to  Elting- 
ville  on  the  bay  side  of  Amboy  Road,  were  developed 
by  these  firms  in  the  last  several  years.  Through 
these  tracts  over  ten  miles  of  improved  streets  have 
been  constructed  and  hundreds  of  houses  built.  Dur¬ 
ing  such  expansion  many  new  conveniences  were 
needed  in  Great  Kills,  thus,  in  1923,  Mr.  Spring- 
stead  with  others  organized  the  South  Shore  Bank, 
of  Staten  Island,  which  was  incor ported  as  a  State 
bank  under  the  laws  of  New  York.  He  has  been 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  from  the  time  of 
its  organization.  In  1924,  he  organized  the  Great 
Kills  Saving  and  Loan  Association,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  director  and  counsel  ever  since.  The  new 
three-story  J.  A.  Springstead  building  in  Great  Kills, 
at  the  corner  of  Amboy  Road  and  Brown  Avenue, 
was  built,  by  him  in  1926.  This  was  the  first  modern 
office  building  built  on  the  South  Shore  and  con- 

1  tains  several  stores.  Mr.  Springstead  is  owner  of 
the  Great  Kills  Realty  Company;  president  of  the 
realty  firm  of  J.  A.  Springstead,  Incorporated,  and  a 
director  of  South  Shore  Securities  Corporation.  His 
main  offices,  are  in  the  Times  Building,  New  York. 

included  in  his  civic  and  fraternal  activities  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Richmond  Borough  Board  of  Trade 
and  Transportation,  which  he  served  as  treasurer  in 
1923;  and  in  1924  he  was  also  treasurer  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Memorial  Hospital;  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon,  and 
the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 

Mr.  Springstead  was  married  on  July  17,  1928  to 
Josephine  I.  Saldini,  of  Manhattan.  He  is  the  father 
of  two  children  by  a  former  marriage:  1.  Myrtle,  born 
August  7,  1907,  graduate  of  Drew  Seminary  for 
Women;  she  is  married  and  has  two  children,  Joseph 
A.,  and  Eugene  J.  2.  Arthur  W.,  born  November 
30,  1908,  attended  Roosevelt  Military,  and  Peekskill 
Military  schools  and  gained  honors  for  his  scholastic 
work.  He  is  now  associated  with  his  father’s  busi¬ 
ness.  The  Springsteads  reside  at  their  family  resi¬ 
dence,  Great  Kills,  and  at  Hotel  Commodore,  New 
York. 

WILLIAM  FISHER — A  lifelong  Staten  Island 
resident  who  for  many  years  experienced  and  appre¬ 
ciated  the  labor  that  fell  to  his  lot  as  a  means  of 
'  carving  a  wholesome  and  natural  existence  for  him- 
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self  during  his  full  lifetime,  was  the  late  William 
risher.  His  earlier  life  was  spent  in  the  hotel  busi¬ 
ness  in  Bull  s  Head  but  he  became  employed  later 
by  the  Borden’s  Farm  Products  Compay,  where  he 
worked  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1924. 

His  parents  were  George  and  Anna  Fisher,  who 
were  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to  America  about 
1850.  The  former  was  born  September  19,  1835,  died 
November  3  1898;  the  latter,  born  July  9,  1838,  died 
December  28,  1910.  Coming  to  Staten  Island  they 
settled  in  the  old  town  of  Northfield,  on  Manor  Road 
where  the  elder  Fisher  had  purchased  a  sizeable  farm. 
Here  he  engaged  in  a  truck  gardening  business,  grow¬ 
ing  several  varieties  of  vegetables.  He  and  his  wife 
became  the  parents  of  two  other  children:  George, 
born  December  n,  1864,  died  April  19,  1895,  and 
Mary,  born  November.  20,.  1867,  died  August  28,  1898, 
both  having  been  buried  in  Moravian  Cemetery. 

William  Fisher,  who  was  born  May  26,  1871,  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  old  district  school  on 
Manor  Road,  at  Four  Corners.  While  attending 
school,  young  Fisher  worked  long  and  arduously  at 
home  in  order  to  help  sustain  the  family.  After  leav¬ 
ing  school,  for  some  years  he  continued  to  live  at 
home,  working  the  while  but  hoping  later  to  man¬ 
age  a  business  of  his  own. 

Following  the  death  of  his  parents,  William  Fisher 
built  what  was  known  as  the  old  Bull’s  Head  Hotel, 
still  standing  at  the  corner  of  Richmond  Turnpike 
and  Richmond  Road,  which  in  its  day  became  the 
gathering  place  of  many  of  Staten  Island’s  influential 
persons.  He  remained  in  the  hotel  business  until  1918 
after  which  he  obtained  a  position  with  the  Borden’s 
Farm  Products  Company.  Six  years  of  service  with 
this  establishment,  where  he  was  in  charge  of  equip¬ 
ment,  came  to  an  end  in  1924  when  he  was  suddenly 
taken  ill  on  Ash  Wednesday,  March  5,  and  died  within 
a  few  short  hours. 

Mr.  Fisher,  who  was  ever  interested  in  the  civic 
and  social  advancement  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived,  was  associated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  Rich¬ 
mond  Lodge,  No.  66,  during  the  greater  portion  of 
his  life. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place,  August  27, 
1907,  to  Mary  A.  O’Neil,  born  November  25,  1874, 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Mathilda  (Grant)  O’Neil 
of  Heuvelton,  St.  Lawrence  County,  New  York.  In 
all,  the  O’Neils  had  six  children,  five  daughters  and 
one  son,  who,  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Fisher,  re¬ 
mained  in  their  own  district.  James  O’Neil  died  in 
March,  1925. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  became  the  parents  of  two 
children,  both  born  on  Staten  Island:  1.  Gladys  O., 
born  December  22,  1909,  studied  for  the  most  part 
in  Public  School  30  in  Westerleigh  up  to  the  time  of 
her  illness  which  resulted  in  her  death,  May  3,  1925. 
Both  she  and  her  father  are  buried  in  Moravian  Cem¬ 
etery.  2.  William  James,  was  born  October  7,  1912. 
He  graduated  from  Public  School  30,  Westerleigh. 
For  several  years  previously  both  he  and  his  sister 
attended  Miss  Brittan’s  Private  School  on  Amboy 
Road. 

The  Fisher  home  is  located  at  Forest  Hill  Road 
and  Rockland  Avenue,  New  Springville,  the  land 
consisting  of  six  acres  of  fine  wooded  grounds.  Mrs. 
Fisher,  who  now  resides  at  this  home,  is  a  graduate 
registered  nurse  of  St.  Lawrence  Hospital,  St.  Law¬ 
rence  County,  New  York.  Upon  the  death  of  her 
husband  she  founded  an  exclusive  nursery  home  for 
children  from  two  to  five  years  of  age  where  a  most 
refined  atmosphere  prevails.  Every  device  of  modern 
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equipment  known  to  science  can  be  found  in  this 
interesting  home.  Mrs.  Fisher  holds  a  registered  per¬ 
mit  to  conduct  this  work  under  the  laws  of  the  City 
of  New  York. 


CAPTAIN  JEREMIAH  A.  SULLIVAN— On 

Staten  Island  there  are  fortunately  an  appreciable 
number  of  men  whose  interest  in  the  growth  and 
expansion  of  our  borough  is  of  a  comprehensive 
character.  They  are  pleased  to  devote  a  generous 
share  of  their  time  and  abilities  to  the  formation  and 
consummation  of  projects  lying  within  more  than  one 
field  of  endeavor  but  all  of  which  have  a  common 
aim  in  view.  Among  this  enterprising  type  of  citi¬ 
zenry  is  Captain  Jeremiah  A.  Sullivan,  a  resident  of 
West  New  Brighton,  who  since  his  birth  here  has 
been  proud  to  call  this  place  his  home  town,  and  who, 
during  his  mature  years,  has  found  time  to  take  a 
broad  interest  in  public  activities  of  a  diverse  nature, 
mainly  those  embracing  child  welfare,  political  de¬ 
velopments,  and  civic  betterment. 

The  birth  of  Captain  Jeremiah  A.  Sullivan  oc¬ 
curred  August  13,  1888,  his  parents,  James  A.  and 
Jane  (Donohue)  Sullivan,  both  natives  of  Ireland. 
The  elder  Sullivan  left  the  land  of  his  nativity  in 
1884  to  settle  in  Staten  Island,  while  Jane  Donohue 
came  here  a  year  later.  They  were  married  in  1886 
and  have  resided  on  the  island  ever  since,  their  pres¬ 
ent  home  being  at  No.  237  Pelton  Avenue,  West 
New  Brighton.  Besides  Captain  Jeremiah  Sullivan, 
four  other  children  were  born  to  this  union  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Katherine,  widow  of  J.  A.  McKenna,  of 
Staten  Island;  Jennie,  now  Mrs.  Edward  E.  Mc- 
Carroll,  a  resident  of  Allendale,  New  Jersey;  Anna, 
who  resides  at  home  with  her  parents  and  is  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad;  and 
John  J.,  also  living  at  home,  and  connected  with  his 
brother  as  an  investigator.  For  a  period  of  forty- 
two  years  Captain  James  A.  Sullivan,  their  father, 
was  employed  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
his  retirement  taking  place  in  July,  1929. 

The  education  of  Captain  Jeremiah  A.  Sullivan  was 
acquired  first,  at  Public  School,  No.  18,  and  later 
at  the  Sacred  Heart  Parochial  School.  At  an  early 
age  he  became  employed  in  the  delivery  department 
of  R.  H.  Macy  and  Company,  and  for  several  years 
worked  among  the  older  families  of  this  borough, 
becoming  known  throughout  the  island  as  “Jerry,” 
an  appelation  that  has  remained  with  him  ever  since 
that  time.  His  desire  for  work  with  fewer  limitations, 
however,  caused  him  to  seek  other  employment  and 
thus  shortly  afterward  he  became  associated  with 
Feigenspans  Brewery  as  a  general  agent,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  for  several  years.  During  the 
latter  part  of  this  time  he  also  operated  the  Congress 
Cafe  in  West  Brighton,  which  in  its  day  was  a 
popular  haven  for  Staten  Island  political  leaders. 
In  1914  he  retired  from  this  business  and  became 
employed  in  the  investigation  department  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  and  Ohio  Railroad  as  a  private  detective  in 
the  New  York  district.  Through  his  faithful  service 
and  ability  in  handling  the  various  cases  assigned  to 
him  he  advanced  from  one  rank  to  another,  finally 
in  1918  being  made  captain  in  charge  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  interests  in  Philadelphia. 

When  the  World  War  occurred  and  the  Federal 
Government  took  charge  of  the  country’s  railway 
systems,  Captain  Sullivan  as  a  civilian  servant  of  the 
United  States  Railroad  Administration,  held  the  rank 
of  captain.  Still  maintaining  his  headquarters  in 
Philadelphia,  he  took  charge  of  the  protection  of 
bridges,  terminals,  and  other  railroad  property. 

At  the  end  of  this  service  Captain  Sullivan  came 


back  to  New  York  City  in  order  to  become  the  head 
of  the  New  York  division,  again  in  association  with 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  where  he  remained 
until  1920.  For  the  following  three  years  he  was 
chief  of  police  of  the  Harriman  Steamship  Company. 
Having  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  details 
of  investigational  work  and  realizing  the  extensive 
value  of  this  type  of  service  and  the  mutual  benefit 
accruing  from  it,  Captain  Sullivan  founded  the  Oceanic 
Service  Corporation  of  which  he  became  president,  an 
office  he  now  occupies.  This  organization  consists 
of  some  five  hundred  men  stationed  in  both  the  port 
of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  whose  duties  are  the 
protection  of  cargoes  and  ships  and  the  safe  con¬ 
duct  of  the  traveling  public  arriving  or  sailing  aboard 
steamers  owned  by  various  large  maritime  interests. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  activities  which  in¬ 
clude  membership  in  the  Maritime  Exchange,  Captain 
Sullivan  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  civic  and 
general  welfare  of  Staten  Island.  He  is  affiliated  with 
many  of  its  foremost  organizations,  including  Staten 
Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  West  Brighton  Council,  No.  2013, 
Knights  of  Columbus;  the  West  Brighton  Social 
Club;  the  Buffalo  Club;  the  Downtown  Athletic 
Club;  the  First  Ward  Democratic  Club,  and  the 
National  Democratic  Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  regular  Democratic  Club  of  Richmond  County, 
and  has  been  active  on  the  different  committees 
selected  to  direct  the  social  affairs  of  this  party. 

Captain  Sullivan’s  marriage  took  place  at  Totten- 
ville,  January  26,  1912,  to  Mary  E.  McNamara,  a 
daughter  of  Patrick  and  Carrie  (McDonald)  Mc¬ 
Namara,  both  of  whom  were  born  on  Staten  Island 
and  were  lifelong  residents  of  the  Prince  Bay  dis¬ 
trict.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Kenneth  A.,  a  graduate  of  Augus- 
tinian  Academy;  Walter  J.,  now  (1930)  a  student  at 
Augustinian  Academy;  and  Thomas  R.,  youngest  of 
the  family. 

Mrs.  Sullivan  takes  an  active  part  in  a  number  of 
public  activities  on  the  island,  being  a  member  of  the 
women’s  branch  of  the  Democratic  Club,  and  of  the 
Women’s  Auxiliary  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital.  The 
family  home  is  located  at  No.  173  Morrison  Avenue, 
West  Brighton. 


CUTHBERT  MILLS,  SR. — A  family  of  consider¬ 
ably  more  than  fifty  years’  residence  on  Stafen 
Island  is  that  of  the  late  Cuthbert  Mills,  who  him¬ 
self  was  active  for  many  years  in  local  movements 
of  a  civic,  educational  and  patriotic  nature.  By  pro¬ 
fession  he  was  a  financier  and  writer  on  financial 
topics. 

The  Mills  family  is  of  English  descent,  having 
been  seated  for  a  long  period  on  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
just  off  the  coast  of  England.  They  were  generally 
people  who  followed  the  occupation  of  printers,  and 
were  recognized  as  loyal,  conscientious  folk.  Of  such 
a  heritage  came  Cuthbert  Mills,  son  of  William 
Mills,  and  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children. 

He  was  born  in  September,  1845,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  country.  At  a 
relatively  early  age  he  entered  the  printing  trade  as 
an  apprentice,  serving  seven  years,  from  1859  to  18 66, 
before  deciding  to  come  to  America  in  order  to 
further  his  economic  independence.  Arriving  in  this 
country  in  1867  he  forthwith  went  to  Burlington, 
Vermont,  where  his  first  association  with  an  Ameri¬ 
can  newspaper  was  begun. 

In  1881  Mr.  Mills  came  to  New  York  City,  soon 
becoming  a  writer  on  financial  topics  for  a  Wall 
Street  periodical,  a  forward  step  that  was  to  influence 
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his  entire  career.  Sometime  later  he  gave  up  his 
regular  newspaper  work  to  enter  the  brokerage  busi¬ 
ness,  having  acquired  a  knowledge  of  financial  mat¬ 
ters  that  was  sufficient  to  war-ant  his  association  with 
the  firm  of  William  S.  Lawson  and  Company.  He 
became  a  silent  partner  of  the  firm.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion  he  was  highly  successful,  continuing  to  remain 
thus  engaged  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  and  becom¬ 
ing  one  of  the  well-known  figures  in  the  financial 
district. 

Among  other  accomplishments,  Mr.  Mills  was  the 
first  man  who  ever  won  a  case  against  Jay  Gould, 
noted  financier  and  empire  builder.  For  many  years 
he  also  was  a  regular  contributor  of  financial  articles 
to  “The  New  York  Tribune,”  many  of  which  attracted 
attention,  especially  one  entitled,  “The  Value  of  a 
Dollar.”  He  was  affiliated  with  many  organizations 
of  a  civic  and  patriotic  nature,  both  in  New  York 
and  on  Staten  Island.  The  Volunteer  Firemen’s 
Association  numbered  him  among  its  members  and 
for  a  time  he  served  on  the  local  school  board.  In 
1875  he  experienced  army  service,  fighting  under 
General  Crook  in  a  campaign  against  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Mills,  in  his  religious  persuasion,  was  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith,  having  been  a  member  of  St. 
Peter’s  Church,  New  Brighton,  in  which  a  handsome 

i  stained-glass  window  was  erected  to  his  memory.  He 
supported  the  work  of  the  church  most  generously 
and  also  built  the  Little  Chapel  of  St.  Cuthbert’s-by- 
the-sea  at  South  Beach. 

Cuthbert  Mills  married,  on  April  6,  1892,  Marie 
Marcella  Walsh,  of  a  family  of  Irish  descent,  who 
was  born  March  20,  1865,  on  Delancey  Street,  New 
York,  at  that  time  a  fashionable  residential  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Mr.  Mills’  death  occurred  February  15, 
1904,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  September  22,  1926, 
when  she  passed  away  at  Los  Angeles,  California, 
while  on  a  trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  In  all,  she, 
herself,  was  a  Staten  Island  resident  of  more  than 
forty  years  standing.  For  several  years  she  resided 
at  Arrochar  possessing  a  large  and  attractive  home, 
but  later  removed  to  Belmont  Place,  New  Brighton. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  are  buried  in  Moravian 
Cemetery,  New  Dorp. 

Cuthbert  and  Marie  Marcella  (Walsh)  Mills  were 
the  parents  of  two  sons,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
the  family  home  on  Mills  Avenue,  Arrochar,  this 
street  being  named  after  the  family:  1.  Cuthbert, 
Jr.,  born  June  3,  1893,  after  receiving  his  education, 
became  interested  in  aviation  and  was  trained  as  a 
flyer  by  Glenn  Curtiss,  one  of  America’s  pioneer 
fliers.  The  younger  Mills  had  the  distinction  of  pilot¬ 
ing  the  first  hydroplane  ever  flown,  and  during  the 
war  was  a  chief  test  pilot  at  Memphis,  Tennessee.  He 
was  killed  while  flying  a  pursuit  plane  at  Rockville 
Center,  Long  Island,  December  30,  1918.  Like  his 
parents  he  is  buried  in  Moravian  Cemetery.  2.  Cal¬ 
vert,  was  born  September  30,  1899,  at  Arrochar. 
After  receiving  his  education  at  Staten  Island  Acad¬ 
emy,  he  in  1921  established  himself  in  business  as  a 
dealer  in  Flint  Motor  Cars,  with  headquarters  at  No. 
1242  Castleton  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton.  He 
continued  in  this  business  until  1925  and  since  then 
has  spent  much  time  traveling,  principally  throughout 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  Calvert  Mills  is  a 
former  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Club,  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  organizations.  His  religious  affiliation  is 
with  St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  both  he  and  his  young  son  having  been  baptized 
here. 

Mr.  Mills  married,  at  St.  Peter’s  Church,  June  3, 
1925,  Mildred  Miller  Dunne,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 


Jefferson  and  Agnes  Marie  (Durkin)  Dunne.  Mrs. 
Mills  father  was  a  native  of  New  York  City  and 
was  associated  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  He 
passed  away  in  April,  1898,  from  yellow  fever,  in 
Cuba,  while  serving  in  Colonel  Astor’s  Regiment 
during  the  Spanish-American  War.  Her  mother,  a 
native  of  Staten  Island,  still  resides  here  at  Egmont 
Place,  St.  George.  Mrs.  Mills  has  a  brother,  Leon 
G.  Dunne,  born  at  Stapleton,  September  2,  1892.  He 
obtained  his  early  education  in  public  school  and  at 
Curtis  High  School,  following  which  he  attended 
Yale  University,  receiving  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  with  the  class  of  1917.  He  then  took  up  the 
study  of  law  at  Fordham  University  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  this  seat  of  learning  in  1925  with  his 
Bachelor  of  Laws  diploma.  Since  that  time  he  has 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  New 
York.  Mrs.  Calvert  Mills  also  attended  school  in 
this  borough,  graduating  from  Staten  Island  Acad¬ 
emy  in  1917.  For  three  years  thereafter  she  was 
associated  with  the  New  York  Public  Library,  before 
serving  for  a  similar  period  as  librarian  at  Staten 
Island  Academy.  She  has  been  active  in  civic  and 
charitable  work  in  this  borough,  having  aided  in 
Red  Cross  relief  at  Fox  Hills  Hospital  during  the 
World  War.  She  is  affiliated  with  the  Staten  Island 
Hospital  Ladies  Auxiliary,  the  Staten  Island  Ladies 
Club  and  the  New  York  Public  Library  Association. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calvert  Mills  reside  at  No.  720  Forest 
Avenue,  West  Brighton.  They  are  the  parents  of  a 
son,  Cuthbert,  3d,  born  on  May  10,  1926. 


CLARE  HERBERT  BROWN— Among  the  ad¬ 
juncts  to  urban  existence  most  necessary  to  that  sense 
of  security  essential  to  comfort  is  the  knowledge  that 
nearby  is  a  place  where  one’s  treasured  possessions 
may  be  stored  when  it  becomes  temporarily  necessary 
to  depart  personally  from  their  care.  Staten  Island 
is  fortunate  in  having  had  for  many  years  an  estab¬ 
lishment  of  this  character  directed  by  a  family  which 
for  three  generations  have  had  the  confidence  of  the 
neighborhood  in  which  they  have  lived.  The  Rich¬ 
mond  Storage  Warehouse  and  Van  Company,  has 
through  years  of  good  management  grown  to  be  an 
important  commercial  feature  of  our  community;  the 
men  who  have  made  it  such  are:  Clare  H.  Brown, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  been  the  executive 
head  of  the  business  for  the  past  twenty  years,  and 
his  late  father,  Philip  J.  Brown. 

Clare  H.  Brown  was  born  in  Rahway,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  on  January  22,  1871,  the  son  of  Philip  J.  and 
Mary  A.  (Van  Derhoven)  Brown.  His  father’s  fam¬ 
ily  came  from  Connecticut  where  they  were  settled 
before  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  mother’s  family 
were  of  Holland-Dutch  stock  which  settled  early  in 
nearby  New  Jersey.  Notwithstanding  such  an  ances¬ 
try,  Clare  Brown  was  not  born  with  a  silver  spoon 
in  his  mouth.  In  the  fall  of  the  year  in  which  his 
birth  occurred,  fire  destroyed  the  carriage  works  in 
Rahway  that  his  father  had  built  up,  and  thus  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Staten  Island  followed.  By 
1874  the  carriage  works  were  again  established,  this 
time,  at  West  New  Brighton.  It  was  necessary  for 
the  lad  to  work  after  school  hours  and  during  vaca¬ 
tions  as  soon  as  he  was  twelve  years  old,  and  by  the 
time  he  was  fourteen,  his  school  education  was  over. 
It  was  not  unusual  at  this  period  for  a  lad  of  fourteen 
to  start  to  work,  and  he  commenced  to  learn  the 
details  of  the  carriage  building  and  livery  business 
conducted  by  his  father  on  Richmond  Terrace,  near 
Taylor  Street. 

The  illustrated  “Sketch  Book  of  Staten  Island,” 
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published  in  1886,  commends  the  good  condition  in 
which  the  turnouts  were  kept  and  the  good  quality 
of  the  work  done  in  the  Brown  shop;  and  ten  years 
later,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  report  shows  that 
the  business  had  become  the  largest  of  its  kind  on 
Staten  Island.  A  feature  of  the  business  was  an 
attractive  show  room  for  the  display  of  carriages, 
harness  and  livery  requisites.  In  1885,  trucking  and 
storage  were  added  to  the  activities  pursued,  thus  from 
time  to  time  their  interests  steadily  increased. 

The  need  of  more  space  was  met  in  1897  by  the 
purchase  of  the  school  buildings  at  Cary  Avenue  and 
Elizabeth  Street;  these  were  converted  into  ware¬ 
houses  and,  later,  additional  buildings  were  added. 
In  1900  it  was  found  advisable  to  separate  the  car¬ 
riage  manufacturing  and  livery  business  and  estab¬ 
lish  them  under  the  corporate  names  of  P.  J.  Brown 
Carriage  Company,  and  the  Richmond  Storage  Ware¬ 
house  and  Van  Company,  both  being  incorporated  at 
that  time.  As  early  as  1896,  Clare  H.  Brown  owned 
one  of  the  first  horseless  carriages  on  the  island, 
and  so  it  was  but  natural  that  the  P.  J.  Brown  Com¬ 
pany  should  become  interested  in  the  automobile  busi¬ 
ness.  About  1906,  the  Maxwell  Automobile  Company 
of  Tarrytown,  New  York,  sent  all  their  cars  intended 
for  foreign  shipment  to  the  P.  J.  Brown  Company 
to  be  fitted  with  canopy  tops  and  boxed  for  ocean 
transport.  For  this  purpose  the  buildings  formerly 
occupied  by  M.  A.  Baldwin  Douglas  as  a  wall-paper 
factory,  near  Broadway  and  Castleton  Avenue,  were 
acquired  and  reconstructed.  In  1907,  the  P.  J.  Brown 
Carriage  Company  became  sole  agents  for  Ford  cars 
in  Richmond  County,  and  continued  as  such  for  two 
years.  At  that  time  there  were  only  a  few  automo¬ 
bile  agencies  on  the  island.  With  the  growth  of  the 
automobile  trade  the  demand  for  livery  became  greatly 
reduced,  and  that  branch  of  the  business,  established 
in  1884,  was  discontinued. 

In  1911,  Philip  J.  Brown  died,  aged  seventy-two 
years.  The  son  of  a  village  blacksmith  of  Wood- 
bridge,  New  Jersey,  he  had  thoroughly  mastered  his 
trade  at  the  hands  of  his  father,  learned  the  carriage 
trade  in  the  well-known  shops  at  New  Haven,  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  the  finer  points  of  body  finish  while 
employed  by  the  famous  J.  B.  Brewster  Body  Com¬ 
pany,  Broome  Street,  New  York  City.  He  lived  to 
see  the  carriages  he  had  learned  to  make  replaced  by 
automobiles;  but  also  to  see  the  business  he  had 
started  firmly  established.  Staten  Island’s  1911  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  publication  illustrates  his  automo¬ 
bile  works  (furnishing  new  tops,  repairing  and  paint¬ 
ing)  at  No.  94  State  Street  (the  former  wall-paper 
factory);  the  Richmond  Storage  Warehouse  and  Van 
Company,  at  Cary  Avenue;  and  an  annex  at  No. 
1550  Richmond  Terrace,  all  under  the  capable  man¬ 
agement  of  his  son,  Clare  H.  Brown,  forty  years  of 
age  in  1911. 

Since  the  death  of  his  father,  Mr.  Brown  has 
further  developed  the  storage  business.  In  1919  a 
large  fireproof  warehouse  at  No.  400  Victory  Boule¬ 
vard  was  added,  and  long  distance  hauling  with  a 
fleet  of  motor  vehicles  and  a  staff  of  trained  em¬ 
ployees  has  become  an  important  feature.  Two  of 
Mr.  Brown’s  sons  have  joined  him  in  the  executive 
department,  Philip  J.,  in  1923,  and  Clare  H.,  Jr.,  in 
1927,  and  they  ably  assist  in  maintaining  the  slogan 
“Serving  Staten  Island  since  1885.”  The  carriage 
company  was  dissolved  in  1914,  that  every  effort 
might  be  concentrated  on  the  storage  feature,  for 
which  offices  were  opened  in  1921  at  No.  1174  Castle¬ 
ton  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 

Among  Mr.  Brown’s  other  business  connections 
are  the  presidency  of  the  Clarbrown  Company,  a 


realty  holding  firm  for  his  properties;  a  directorship 
in  the  Kay  Moving  Service  of  The  Bronx;  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Margreen  Realty  Company,  and  an 
interest  to  a  less  degree  in  other  business  matters. 
The  Richmond  Storage  Warehouse  and  Van  Com¬ 
pany  is  affiliated  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
New  York  Furniture  Warehousemen’s  Association, 
and  the  National  Warehousemen’s  Association.  In 
his  fraternal  affiliations  Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  while  his  religious 
preference  is  given  to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
in  Port  Richmond. 

Clare  H.  Brown  married,  at  Millstone,  New  Jersey, 
on  October  9,  1895,  Alida  E.  Garretson,  a  daughter 
of  Charles  A.  and  Catherine  N.  (Voorhees)  Garret- 
son,  both  the  Garretsons  and  Voorhees  being  old 
Dutch-Colonial  families,  of  New  Jersey,  the  former 
of  Franklin  Park,  the  latter  of  Millstone.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brown  are  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Bernice  E.  2.  Philip  J.  3.  Clare  Herbert, 
Jr.  4.  Charles  G.  5.  Wilhelmina  C.  6.  Marva  C.,  all 
born  on  Staten  Island.  Mrs.  Clare  Herbert  Brown 
is  a  well-known  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  both  sides  of  her  house  having 
descended  from  ancestors  who  served  the  Colonies  at 
that  time.  Mr.  Brown’s  people  also  served  in  that 
great  struggle  for  independence. 


HON.  JOHN  C.  BOYLAN,  a  present  justice  of 
the  Municipal  Court,  has  ably  acquitted  himself  in 
legal  circles  among  his  fellow  practitioners  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Borough,  perhaps  the  youngest  man  here  to 
fill  such  an  important  position  in  the  annals  of  modern 
history,  and  thereby  reflects  the  serious  and  well- 
disciplined  faculty  with  which  he  is  endowed. 

Judge  Boylan  is  a  native  son  of  Staten  Island 
having  been  born  in  the  family  home  at  No.  52 
Cassidy  Place,  New  Brighton,  on  January  28,  1898, 
the  son  of  Patrick  J.  and  Rose  Anna  (Cahill)  Boylan. 
The  elder  Boylan,  who  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  came 
to  the  United  States  about  1879  and  settled  on  Staten 
Island  where  he  met  his  future  wife,  Rose  Cahill.  He 
became  a  stationary  engineer  connected  with  the  New 
York  City  Board  of  Education,  Richmond  County 
Branch.  His  wife’s  death  occurred  in  1909.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Harper)  Cahill. 

To  Patrick  J.  and  Rose  A.  (Cahill)  Boylan  were 
born  the  following  children:  Mary,  Rose,  John  C., 
of  whom  further;  and  James  (deceased). 

Their  son,  John  C.  Boylan,  obtained  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  Public  School  No.  17,  West  New  Brighton, 
later  attending  St.  Augustine’s  Academy.  In  1916,  , 

after  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  he  attended 
New  York  Law  School  for  about  a  year.  While  pur¬ 
suing  his '  studies  at  law  school  the  United  States 
entered  into  the  World  War  and  he  immediately 
enlisted  in  the  Navy.  After  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
and  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  he  entered  St. 
Lawrence  University,  from  which  he  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  class  of  1921.  He  was 
then  admitted  to  the  bar  and  for  about  one  year  was 
associated  in  the  office  of  Bertram  Eadie  (q.  v.), 
well-known  member  of  the  Richmond  County  Bar. 

He  then  opened  his  own  office  in  lower  Manhattan, 
practicing  with  success  until  1924,  in  which  year  he 
was  appointed  assistant  to  the  attorney  general  of 
New  York  State.  He  worked  under  Carl  Sherman, 
the  attorney  general  in  the  bureau  of  fraudulent 
stocks  and  sat  at  many  hearings  when  evidence  was 
adduced  which  enabled  the  State  authorities  to  close 
up  a  number  of  fraudulent  brokerage  concerns.  After 
finishing  his  term  of  office  with  the  State  Mr.  Boylan 
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returned  to  Staten  Island  and  was  appointed  as 
assistant  district  attorney  of  Richmond  County.  He 
continued  in  that  position  until  March  16,  1928,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  the 
Hon.  Thomas  C.  Brown,  as  Judge  of  the  Municipal 
Court.  In  the  November  election  of  the  same  year 
he  was  elected  by  a  large  vote  to  continue  in  that 
office  for  a  term  of  ten  years  beginning  January  1, 
J929,  over  which  office  he  now  presides. 

In  politics  Judge  Boy lan  has  always  been  an  ardent 
Democrat.  He  was  appointed  campaign  manager 
for  Staten  Island  when  Sherman  ran  for  office,  at 
the  same  time  holding  the  post  of  chairman  of  the 
speaker’s  committee  for  the  Richmond  Borough  Demo¬ 
cratic  organization.  In  1924  he  was  appointed  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  Judicial  Convention  at  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  and  in  1925-26  was  chairman  of  the  Second 
Department  Judicial  Convention. 

Judge  Boylan  has  had  a  remarkably  successful 
career  for  such  a  comparatively  young  man  and  much 
of  his  success  in  the  political  field  can  be  attributed 
to  his  late  uncle,  Matthew  Cahill,  one  time  president 
of  the  Borough  of  Richmond,  and  others  prominent 
in  the  leadership  of  the  party. 

Outside  of  his  legal  interest  he  is  a  member  of 
Richmond  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Mod¬ 
ern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  the  Staten  Island  Club,  the  New 
Brighton  Board  of  Trade,  the  Richmond  County  Bar 
Association  and  Slosson  Post  of  the  American 
Legion. 

On  June  29,  1929,  Judge  Boylan  married  Elizabeth 
L.  Cronin,  daughter  of  William  B.  and  Mary  (Fitz¬ 
gerald)  Cronin.  William  B.  Cronin  was  an  engineer 
in  the  Maintenance  Department  of  the  City  of  New 
York.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Boylan  reside  at  the  St. 
George  Court  Apartments,  New  Brighton. 


FREDERICK  V.  ETTLINGER— On  Richmond 
Avenue,  in  the  historic  old  village  of  Graniteville, 
there  stands  a  substantial  two-storied  frame  build¬ 
ing,  a  structure  which  somehow  impresses  the  pas¬ 
serby  as  possessing  a  worthy  history  of  its  own.  And 
so  it  does,  for  housed  within  these  walls  is  a  nation¬ 
ally  known  manufacturing  enterprise  symbolic  of  the 
days  when  most  outstanding  successful  firms  were 
founded  and  maintained  upon  an  unvarying  basis  of 
honor  and  integrity;  just  pride  in  the  quality  of  their 
product.  Today  staunchly  upholding  the  ideals  of  its 
pioneer  founder,  Louis  Ettlinger,  the  destinies  of 
Louis  Ettlinger  &  Sons,  one  of  Staten  Island’s  very 
oldest  leaders  in  the  realm  of  commerce  and  trade, 
is  being  directed  with  modern  industrial  efficiency  by 
his  fourth  son,  the  present  owner,  Frederick  V.  Ett¬ 
linger. 

In  the  year  1849  or  thereabouts,  there  came  from 
the  Province  of  Gernsbach,  Germany,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  one  small  daughter,  Louis  Ettlinger, 
an  ambitious,  hard-working  young  man,  not  yet  in  his 
thirtieth  year.  For  a  time,  while  the  husband  and 
father  was  familiarizing  himself  with  his  strange 
environment,  the  family  resided  in  Manhattan.  Fre¬ 
quent  journeys  to  Staten  Island,  however,  soon  caused 
him  to  determine  that  here  should  be  the  scene  of  his 
activities,  and  itot  many  months  elapsed  before  the 
change  was  effected.  In  1854,  beginning  on  a  modest 
scale,  he  began  the  manufacture  of  the  product  that 
is  turned  out  today  by  his  descendant  in  quantity 
plus  quality  lots — satin  lined  paper  boxes  for  the  use 
of  the  retail  jeweler. 

The  enterprise  has  been  conducted  practically  upon 
the  same  location  for  more  than  sixty  years.  To 


Louis,  God  was  good;  four  dutiful  sons,  all  American 
born,  came  to  his  home  bringing  the  assurance  that 
the  business,  which  was  the  pride  of  his  heart,  would 
not  cease  to  serve  its  patrons  in  after  years.  The 
three  elder  sons,  Adolph,  Charles,  and  Louis,  entered 
the  business  when  attaining  sufficient  age.  Each  was 
learned  in  a  trade  and  also  was  a  master  in  that 
trade.  The  eldest  brother,  Adolph,  remained  at  home 
with  his  father,  while  the  others  worked  for  a  time 
at  .their  respective  trades.  The  fourth  and  youngest 
son,  Frederick  V.  was  then  taken  into  the  firm. 

Of  these  brothers,  there  survives  today,  but  one, 
the  last-named,  born  and  reared  within  a  few  feet 
of  the  factory  at  Graniteville.  He  married  Lillie  H. 
Heal,  daughter  of  an  old  and  honored  Staten  Island 
family  which  originally,  however,  came  from  Maine. 
To  this  union  was  born  a  son,  Frederick,  Jr. 

The  directing  head  of  the  organization,  Frederick 
V.  Ettlinger,  combines  the  inherent  culture  of  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  old  school  with  the  aggressive  personality 
of  the  modern  successful  business  executive.  While 
declining  to  tell  of  his  own  life’s  activities,  he  rem¬ 
inisced  at  length  about  the  long-founded  company, 
his  father  and  brothers,  and  his  own  son. 

He  stated,  in  part:  “The  satin  and  velvet  lined 
paper  box  for  the  jewelry  trade  practically  origi¬ 
nated  on  these  premises  more  than  thirty-three  years 
ago.  We  today  simply  keep  up-to-date  and  in  touch 
with  current  requirements.  When  father  began,  he 
started  with  a  girl  worker;  he  added  additional  help 
as  the  business  expanded,  at  all  times  giving  prefer¬ 
ence  to  needy  widows  with  dependent  families  or  the 
children  of  such  families.  Often  I  remarked  the  seem¬ 
ing  love  and  affection  the  employees  had  for  father; 
numbers  continue  on  with  us  after  many,  many  years 
of  faithful  service.  There  were  few  salesmen  in  those 
days;  father  went  out,  secured  his  orders,  returned 
to  his  little  shop,  and  executed  them.  Soon,  however, 
they  began  to  come  in  unsolicited  in  constantly  in¬ 
creasing  numbers.  Shortly  after  he  had  established 
himself  he  received  his  final  citizenship  papers.  Father 
died  in  1891;  brother  Charles,  1900;  Adolph  died  in 
1919,  and  brother  Louis  passed  away  in  1917. 

“For  some  years  my  son  Frederick,  has  attended 
to  what  was  formerly  my  part  in  the  business,  the 
sale  of  our  product  and  the  general  management  of 
the  concern.  I  now  have  more  time  for  leisure  and 
simply  oversee  matters  generally  and  keep  in  personal 
touch  with  our  trade. 

“Frederick,  Jr.,  attended  Public  School,  No.  30, 
Westerleigh,  Public  School,  No.  186,  New  York  City, 
Stuyvesant  High  School,  Packard  Commercial  School. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  track  team  at  Stuyvesant 
High  School,  as  well  as  an  able  basketball  player, 
the  latter  being  his  favorite  sport.  He  spends  his 
vacations  on  the  family  estate  in  Maine,  where  his 
maternal  forebears  lived  for  many  generations.  They 
settled  there  when  the  section  was  a  wooded  wilder¬ 
ness.  The  land  consists  of  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  the  mountains  about  three 
miles  from  the  sea  coast.  Here  one  can  enjoy  real 
solitude  and  excellent  fishing  in  the  springs  and 
mountain  streams. 

“My  son  was  in  the  service  during  the  World  War, 
stationed  at  the  submarine  base,  New  London,  Con¬ 
necticut.  He  is  a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Tyrian  Chapter,  No. 
219,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Empire  Commandery,  No. 
66,  Knights  Templar;  and  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  has 
one  son,  Louis,  born  July  10,  1921,  who  is  now 
attending  Public  School,  No.  20,  Port  Richmond. 

“Personally,  I  am  not  active  in  organizations.  My 
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chief  motto  to  attain  success  is:  ‘Make  a  good  prod¬ 
uct,  and  for  the  rest,  follow  the  golden  rule;  no  man 
can  do  more.’  ” 


SAMUEL  A.  MACORMAC — Were  it  not  for  the 

faith  of  early  citizens  in  the  future  of  Staten  Island 
and  their  consequent  willingness  and  determination 
to  work  conscientiously  and  uprightly  for  its  con¬ 
tinued  betterment,  our  present  well-built  institutions 
that  form  the  very  backbone  of  our  civic  progress 
would  not  exist.  But  these  men  toiled  earnestly  in 
their  various  professions  and  occupations,  in  the  mean¬ 
time  blending  their  efforts  in  the  common  cause  of 
community  improvement  and  displaying  therein  a 
splendid  spirit  of  self-respect  and  reverence.  One  of 
their  number,  who  held  several  posts  of  influence 
during  early  times  and  for  many  years  was  a  valued 
employee  of  the  United  States  Government,  was  the 
late  Samuel  A.  Macormac,  of  Tottenville,  whose  fam¬ 
ily  is  represented  on  Staten  Island  today  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  George  C.  Moore. 

Of  Scotch  and  Irish  descent,  the  birth  of  Samuel 
A.  Macormac  occurred  in  Stapleton,  October  2,  1857, 
his  parents  having  been  Archibald  and  Susan 
(Harper)  Macormac  of  that  town.  This  union 
whereby  the  Macormac  and  Harper  families  became 
joined,  was  one  that  took  place  before  the  elder 
Macormac  and  his  wife  had  come  to  the  United 
States.  The  Macormacs  were  of  ancient  Irish  stock 
and  it  was  in  Ireland  that  Archibald  Macormac  was 
born  and  raised  to  manhood.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  married  Susan  Harper  who  came 
from  Glasgow,  Scotland.  Leaving  their  native  hearth- 
side  the  young  couple  journeyed  to  a  new  land  to 
take  up  the  responsibilities  of  farm  life  and  the 
bringing  up  of  a  family  worthy  of  their  care  and 
guidance. 

Soon  after  reaching  America,  Archibald  Macormac 
and  his  wife  settled  on  Staten  Island,  feeling  that 
better  opportunities  for  economic  development  would 
be  offered  in  this  territory.  Although  remaining  for 
a  time  in  Stapleton,  they  later  removed  to  the  town 
of  Westfield  to  spend  the  latter  part  of  their  lives 
and  to  cultivate  their  farm.  The  elder  Macormac’s 
death  occurred  about  forty-five  years  ago  while  his 
wife  survived  him  by  about  one  year.  Both  were 
buried  in  the  Moravian  churchyard.  Besides  their  son, 
Samuel  A.,  they  were  the  parents  of  two  other  chil¬ 
dren:  John  W.,  who  died  in  July,  1920;  and  Lena 
M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Andrew  M.  Eagan 
(q.  v.) 

Samuel  A.  Macormac  obtained  his  preliminary 
schooling  in  Richmond  Borough,  after  which  he  be¬ 
came  a  student  at  the  Hackettstown  Institute, 
Hackettstown,  New  Jersey,  and  was  graduated  from 
this  institution.  He  returned  to  Staten  Island  to  enter 
the  employ  of  Seguine  and  Decker  at  Rossville, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years.  His  next  posi¬ 
tion  was  that  of  a  freight  clerk  on  the  steamer, 
“New  Brunswick,”  in  which  capacity  he  worked  for 
five  years,  and  later  he  held  a  similar  post  on  the 
“Saratoga,”  of  the  Troy  Line.  After  a  six  months’ 
service  in  the  latter  capacity  he  purchased  the  mer¬ 
chandizing  business  of  his  late  father-in-law,  John 
A.  Ridner,  of  Greenridge.  His  appointment  as  post¬ 
master  in  his  home  community  came  in  1892,  thus 
placing  him  in  a  post  where  he  was  to  spend  the  next 
eight  years. 

As  an  estimable  citizen  and  a  conscientious  one 
in  the  service  of  the  public,  Mr.  Macormac  was 
elected  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  1892,  and  began  his 
term  of  office  January  1,  1893.  In  the  same  year  he 
was  chosen  Associate  Justice  of  the  Sessions  Court, 


an  office  that  was  highly  prized  and  which  demanded 
a  large  share  of  careful,  considerate  attention  and 
detail.  Beginning  his  work  in  the  latter  office  on 
January  1,  1894,  he  devoted  his  time  to  all  these 
duties,  and  was  also  able  to  carry  on  his  labor  as 
postmaster. 

In  1900  Mr.  Macormac  was  dispatched  by  the 
United  States  Government  to  Cuba  as  a  road  engi¬ 
neer.  Two  years  later,  when  our  government  turned 
the  administration  of  Cuba  over  to  the  hands  of 
competent  Cuban  officials,  he  became  connected  with 
the  Barber  Asphalt  Company.  The  post  of  Vice- 
Consul  to  Cuba  also  occupied  his  attention  for  a 
short  period  of  time.  In  1901  his  wife,  their  two 
sons,  Alfred  Ridner  and  Harold  Archer,  and  one 
daughter,  Carrie  May,  joined  him  in  Cuba,  remain-  • 
ing  there  until  1903,  when  they  returned  to  Staten 
Island  to  live  in  Rossville  for  five  more  years. 

Mr.  Macormac  returned  from  Cuba  in  1908  in 
order  to  continue  his  work  with  the  Barber  Asphalt 
Company  and  in  the  same  year  he  and  his  family 
removed  to  Tottenville.  There  he  lived  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death  on  July  29,  1914.  His  burial  took  place 
in  the  Moravian  churchyard. 

A  man  of  infinite  resourcefulness  and  ingenuity, 
possessing  the  faculty  of  making  firm  friends  through¬ 
out  his  entire  lifetime,  his  passing  was  one  greatly 
regretted.  His  rare  judgment  as  a  justice  and  magis¬ 
trate  and  his  ready  ability  to  assist  in  all  move¬ 
ments,  civic  or  otherwise,  helped  to  make  his  career 
a  memorable  one. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Macormac  took  place  in  1886 
to  Carrie  M.  Ridner,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Sarah 
F.  ^Bedell)  Ridner,  of  Greenridge,  who  were  Staten 
Island  residents  of  many  years’  standing.  To  this 
marriage  three  children  were  born:  1.  Alfred,  born 
September  14,  1894,  was  graduated  successively  from 
Public  School  No.  6  in  his  native  town,  Curtis  High 
School  at  New  Brighton,  and  the  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York.  After  receiving  his  diploma  as  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  from  the  latter  institution  he 
became  a  professor  of  textile  chemistry  in  Clemson 
College,  South  Carolina,  where  he  is  at  the  present 
time.  2.  Harold,  born  April  15,  1897,  attended  public 
school  following  which  he  became  a  graduate  of  Cur¬ 
tis  High  School.  He  then  served  in  the  United  States 
Army,  Engineering  Division,  enlisting  in  April,  1918. 
He  was  called  to  Washington  until  July  of  the  same 
year  when  he  went  overseas  to  France  with  his 
comrades,  returning  in  May  of  1919.  In  late  years 
he  has  been  associated  with  the  Trenton  Potteries 
Company,  acting  as  their  representative  in  Texas  at 
present  time.  3.  Carrie,  born  May  17,  1900,  received 
her  education  at  Public  School  No.  1,  Curtis  High 
School,  and  the  Maxwell  Training  School.  Her 
marriage  took  place  on  July  5,  1926,  to  George  C. 
Moore,  of  Tottenville,  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Shirley  M.,  born  September  28,  1928. 

The  Moore  home  is  located  at  No.  86  Craig  Ave¬ 
nue,  Tottenville. 

CHARLES  EDWARD  BOYLAN— A  native 

and  life-long  resident  of  Staten  Island,  Mr.  Boylan 
commenced  his  active  business  career  as  a  youth  of 
sixteen  years  and  since  then  has  made  rapid  strides 
forward  in  the  business  world.  In  1927  he  was 
elected  assistant  secretary  and  assistant  treasurer  of 
Anderson  and  Wheeler,  Incorporated,  construction 
engineers  of  West  New  Brighton,  with  which  firm 
he  has  been  connected  for  more  than  ten  years.  In 
this  position  he  has  shown  executive  ability  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  successful  younger  generation 
of  the  Island’s  businessmen. 
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Charles  E.  Boylan  was  born  at  Stapleton,  Novem¬ 
ber  7,  1892,  a  son  of  William  E.  and  Emma  (Beinert) 
Boylan  Both  his  parents  were  natives  of  Stapleton, 
in  which  town  their  son  continued  to  reside  until  May 
1921,  when  he  purchased  a  home  at  Port  Richmond! 
He  was  educated  in  the  local  public  schools,  and 
Curtis  High  School.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  May, 
1908,  he  entered  the  employ  of  James  E.  Caffrey! 
shoe  merchant,  at  Stapleton.  During  the  next  few 
years  he  continued  his  education  by  attending  eve¬ 
ning  schools,  being  a  student  for  three  years  in  the 
Curtis  Evening  High  School.  He  next  took  a  com¬ 
mercial  course  at  Pace  Institute,  New  York  City, 
where  he  also  studied  accountancy  and  business  law 
at  the  Alexander  Hamilton  Institute.  In  May,  1916, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  freight 
auditing  department.  From  there  he  went,  in  January, 
1917,  with  Anderson  and  Wheeler,  Incorporated,  con¬ 
struction  engineers,  with  headquarters  at  No.  1571 
Richmond  Terrace,  West  New  Brighton.  With  this 
important  industrial  establishment,  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  concerns  of  its  type  on  Staten  Island,  he  has 
continued  ever  since.  His  industry,  energy  and  ability 
gained  him  frequent  promotion  and  he  is  now  (1930) 
assistant  secretary  and  assistant  treasurer  of  this 
firm,  a  position  he  fills  with  efficiency.  In  July, 
1925,  he  became  actively  associated  with  the  Staten 
Island  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Association  as 
assistant  to  the  secretary  and  in  October,  1926,  he 
was  elected  assistant  secretary  of  this  organization. 
He  is  a  member  of  Staten  Island  Council,  No.  i6t>2, 
Knights  of  Columbus.  His  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Boylan  married  at  Ridgewood,  Brooklyn, 
October  1,  1923,  Frances  B.  Kanzler,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Mary  (Weikel)  Kanzler,  of  Ridgewood. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boylan  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Mary  E.,  Charles  E.,  Jr.,  and  Frances  M. 


ROLAND  J.  TURPISCH— For  more  than  a 
half  century  the  family  of  Turpisch  has  been  repre¬ 
sented  on  Staten  Island,  Roland  J.  Turpisch  being  of 
the  second  generation  to  reside  in  this  borough.  He 
was  formerly  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  in 
Stapleton,  which  had  been  founded  by  his  father,  but 
is  now  the  manager  of  an  antique  establishment  in 
New  Brighton. 

On  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides  of  his 
family,  Mr.  Turpisch  is  of  German  descent.  His 
father  was  Charles  A.  Turpisch,  born  March  17, 
1845,  in  Germany  and  educated  in  Weimar  in  that 
country.  He  was  conversant  in  several  languages  as 
befitted  one  of  his  learning  and  subsequently  became 
an  artist  with  brush,  pen  and  pencil.  A  portion  of 
the  earlier  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Paris  where 
he  followed  art  as  a  calling,  but  about  1875  he 
journeyed  to  the  United  Statess,  settled  in  Brooklyn 
and  was  made  a  citizen  of  our  country.  For  several 
years  he  was  engaged  as  a  goldsmith,  being  employed 
successively  by  many  of  the  leading  jewelry  firms  in 
Manhattan.  In  the  meantime,  before  1880,  he  had 
come  to  Staten  Island  to  reside  and  in  1893  established 
a  jewelry  store  of  his  own  on  Bay  Street,  Stapleton. 
Later  the  firm  became  known  as  C.  A.  Turpisch  and 
Sons  and  was  the  only  business  of  its  kind  in  this 
borough  with  departments  for  manufacturing  and 
engraving  goods  of  precious  metals,  for  the  grinding 
of  optical  lenses  and  for  the  creating  and  repairing 
of  watches  and  other  time-pieces.  Mr.  Turpisch  con¬ 
tinued  in  this  enterprise  until  1908  when  his  death 
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occurred.  His  two  sons,  Walter  G.,  and  Roland  J., 
then  became  managers  of  the  business. 

Charles  A.  Turpisch  had  married  in  Stapleton, 
Emma  Wolff,  daughter  of  Phillip  and  Emma  (Moer- 
lins)  Wolff.  Phillip  Wolff  was  born  in  Germany 
and  had  come  to  Staten  Island  as  a  young  man.  After 
a  few  years  residence  here  he  became  one  of  the 
prominent  contractors  of  his  generation,  building, 
among  other  edifices,  practically  all  of  the  local 
schools  of  the  day.  A  prominent  and  progressive  citi¬ 
zen,  much  respected  and  admired  in  the  community  in 
which  he  dwelt,  he  served  as  Police  Commissioner 
of  the  Richmond  County  force.  He  was  appointed 
to  this  post  in  1878,  thus  succeeding  Major  Clarence 
T.  Barrett  of  Castleton  whose  term  ran  from  1872  to 
1878.  From  the  latter  year  until  January  1,  1898, 
when  the  department  was  abolished  as  the  Richmond 
Police  Force  and  became  a  part  of  the  New  York 
City  Police  Department,  Mr.  Wolff  held  office.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  “The  History  of  Staten  Island”  by  Ira  K. 
Morris,  of  some  years  ago,  “in  the  year  1894  the  Leg¬ 
islature  passed  a  law  making  the  Police  Commission¬ 
ers,  with  two  additional  citizens,  the  County  Board  of 
Excise.  Commissioners  Nicholas  Muller,  Phillip 
Wolff  and  Hubbard  resigned  and  the  appointing 
Board,  County  Judge  Stephens  presiding,  reappointed 
them  to  the  dual  office.”  Mr.  Wolff  was  also  prom¬ 
inent  in  Masonic  circles  in  this  borough. 

Charles  A.  and  Emma  (Wolff)  Turpisch  were  the 
parents  of  five  children:  Walter  G.,  who  became 
associated  in  his  father’s  business;  Elsa  and  Oswald, 
deceased;  Roland  J.,  of  whom  further;  Olga,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Russell  Childs  Irish  and  has  a 
son,  Bruce. 

Roland  J.  Turpisch  was  born  in  Stapleton,  January 
8,  1886.  After  attending  Staten  Island  Academy  he 
studied  at  Trinity  Church  School  in  Manhattan. 
While  at  the  latter  institution  he  and  his  brother, 
Walter  G.,  founded  a  delivery  service  for  the  benefit 
of  Staten  Island  merchants  who  were  often,  in  those 
times,  compelled  to  wait  for  days  before  goods  pur¬ 
chased  in  Manhattan  would  reach  them.  As  soon  as 
school  hours  were  over  it  was  customary  for  Mr. 
Turpisch  and  his  brother  to  visit  various  Manhattan 
wholesale  houses  having  “rush  orders”  for  Staten 
Island  merchants  and  deliver  the  goods  to  Staten 
Island  stores  the  same  day. 

Mr.  Turpisch  then  took  up  the  jewelry  business, 
learning  this  trade  under  the  instruction  of  his  father 
in  the  latter’s  establishment  in  Stapleton.  Upon  the 
death  of  the  elder  Turpisch  his  two  sons  continued  in 
the  business  as  previously  related,  Roland  being  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  enterprise  up  to  1928  and  his  brother, 
Walter,  continuing  for  another  year.  In  1928  Roland 
Turpisch  opened  an  antique  shop  on  Richmond  Ter¬ 
race,  near  Westervelt  Avenue,  New  Brighton,  thus 
turning  a  former  hobby  into  a  vocation.  His  estab¬ 
lishment  is  named,  “At  the  Sign  of  the  Golden 
Eagle.” 

Mr.  Turpisch  married,  on  July  17,  1911,  Martha 
E.  Dean,  a  native  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania, 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Emma  (Lull)  Dean.  She 
is  a  descendant  of  Commodore  Perry  and,  with  her 
husband,  is  an  ardent  collector  of  Americana.  Mrs. 
Turpisch  is  proprietor  of  the  “Snug  Harbor  Antique 
Shop,”  in  New  London,  Connecticut,  from  which 
place  of  business  she  sells  ancient  and  historical 
objects  of  art  and  virtu  to  persons  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turpisch  are  the  parents  of  three 
childien:  Jean  Perry,  born  in  1912;  Richard,  born 
in  1913;  and  David,  born  in  1915. 
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CLARENCE  I.  ROBINSON — Among  the  promi¬ 
nent  citizens  of  Staten  Island,  whose  lives  have  been 
dedicated  to  the  progress  and  general  welfare  of  the 
community,  was  the  late  Clarence  I.  Robinson  who, 
for  thirty-eight  years,  was  associated  with  the  Stand¬ 
ard  Oil  Company  at  the  plants  of  that  immense  cor¬ 
poration  in  Olean,  New  York,  Lima,  Ohio,  Bay  Way 
and  Bayonne,  New  Jersey.  For  twenty-six  years  of 
his  life,  Mr.  Robinson  served  as  an  official  of  the 
second  largest  investment  corporation  in  Richmond 
Borough,  namely  the  Westerleigh  Building  Loan  and 
Savings  Association. 

He  was  born  at  Mt.  Vision,  New  York,  on  May  26, 
1859,  son  of  Isaac  and  Mehala  F.  (Barnard)  Robin¬ 
son,  the  father  a  well-known  merchant  and  farmer 
of  Otsego  County,  New  York.  Following  his  early 
education  at  the  public  schools  and  Cooperstown 
High  School,  he  entered  Cornell  University,  where 
he  specialized  in  chemistry,  being  graduated  in  1884 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  At  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  course  he  became  associated  with  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  as  chief  chemist.  At  the  time 
of  the  sub-division  of  the  company  several  years 
ago,  Mr.  Robinson  was  appointed  chief  chemist  in 
the  Development  Department  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  of  New  Jersey,  where  he  remained  until 
1924,  when  he  resigned  from  active  business,  but 
continuing,  however,  his  chemical  experiments  in 
which  he  was  keenly  absorbed.  During  his  service 
with  the  company,  Mr.  Robinson  was  credited  with 
a  number  of  inventions,  among  them  being  a  color 
machine  used  in  testing  oil.  In  behalf  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  interests,  Mr.  Robinson  made  several  trips  to 
Europe  and  South  America.  His  association  with 
business  interests  on  Staten  Island  began  on  January 
6,  1902,  when  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Wester¬ 
leigh  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Association;  he 
continued  in  this  advisory  capacity  until  his  death 
in  1928,  having  also  been  elected  vice-president  on 
October  12,  1912  and  president  on  June  17,  1926. 
Following  his  death,  Mr.  George  Matthias  succeeded 
him  as  president  and  he  remains  in  that  capacity  at 
the  present  time. 

In  regilious  affiliations,  Mr.  Robinson  was  an  at¬ 
tendant  of  the  Immanuel  Church  of  which  he  was  a 
trustee  for  twenty-two  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Oneonta  Club,  the  American  Chemical  Society, 
and  other  affiliated  bodies. 

Clarence  I.  Robinson  married  on  September  4, 
1889,  at  Milford,  New  York,  Mary  A.  Smith,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sullivan  and  Lovina  (Lyon)  Smith.  Sullivan 
Smith  for  many  years  was  a  well-known  hardware 
merchant  of  Otsego  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson 
were  the  parents  of  one  son,  Milton,  a  graduate  of 
Bordentown  Military  Academy,  who  was  former  as¬ 
sistant  art  director  of  the  Eastman  Theatre  of  Roch¬ 
ester,  now  art  director  with  the  Community  Theatre 
in  that  city.  He  married  Inez  Smith,  of  Berkeley, 
California,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Patricia  Inez. 

Mr.  Robinson’s  death  occurred  June  11,  1928,  at 
St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Newburgh,  New  York,  where 
he  was  taken  following  a  cerebral  hemorrhage  with 
which  he  was  stricken  while  enroute  to  a  Building 
and  Loan  Association  convention  at  Lake  Mohonk, 
New  York.  Funeral  services  were  held  from  his 
residence  at  708  Jewett  Avenue,  Westerleigh,  where 
the  Robinsons  have  resided  since  coming  here  more 
than  thirty  years  ago. 


CHARLES  STROHMEYER — After  many  years 
of  experience  in  various  fields  of  civil  engineering, 
including  much  work  in  connection  with  important 
real  estate  developments,  Mr.  Strohmeyer,  a  native  of 


Brooklyn,  came  to  Staten  Island  in  1921  and  since 
then  has  been  in  charge  of  the  engineering  and  con¬ 
struction  work  in  connection  with  the  real  estate 
developments  of  the  Brooks  Estate  Corporation  and 
of  the  West  Manor  Corporation.  As  the  result  of  his 
association  with  these  two  important  real  estate  oper¬ 
ations  Mr.  Strohmeyer  has  made  valuable  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  development  and  building  up  of  Staten 
Island. 

Charles  Strohmeyer,  Sr.,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  article,  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  until  his  death  in  1918  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five  years.  His  grandfather,  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  came  to  this  country  about  1840  and  for  many 
years  conducted  a  shoe  store  in  Brooklyn,  where  he 
died  about  1889.  Charles  Strohmeyer,  Sr.,  was  a 
teacher  of  music  and  also  a  gifted  painter  and  writer. 
He  wrote  several  volumes  on  the  history  of  music  and 
likewise  a  dictionary  of  musical  terms.  He  was  also 
the  author  of  a  series  of  lectures  on  the  Wagnerian 
operas,  which  his  daughter  delivered  with  much  suc¬ 
cess  under  the  auspices  of  the  New  York  City  Board 
of  Education.  He  married  Minnie  Kleine,  likewise  a 
native  of  Brooklyn,  and  a  daughter  of  Oscar  Kleine. 
Mrs.  Strohmeyer’s  father  likewise  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Germany  about  1840.  During  the  Civil 
War  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Stuyvesant 
Regiment,  with  which  he  served  as  a  sergeant,  taking 
part  in  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  in  that  of 
Appomattox.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Turn  Verein  of  New  York  City,  and  a  member 
of  the  New  York  City  Volunteer  Fire  Department. 
For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  caps.  He  died  about  1897.  Since  her  husband's 
death  Mrs.  Strohmeyer,  Sr.,  has  frequently  made  her 
home  with  or  near  her  son  and  since  he  has  become 
a  resident  of  Staten  Island,  she  also  has  made  her 
home  there. 

Charles  Strohmeyer,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Brooklyn, 
February  xi,  1887,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Minnie 
(Kleine)  Strohmeyer.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Brooklyn,  attending  Public  Schools  Nos. 
24  and  74,  and  for  two  years,  the  Boys’  High  School 
of  Brooklyn.  After  leaving  high  school,  in  1903,  he 
worked  in  various  machine  shops  until  1905;  as  a 
city  surveyor  on  Long  Island  during  1905-07;  as  a 
computor  with  the  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  during  1907-08;  and  as  a  field  engineer  with  the 
Wood- Harmon  Company  in  charge  of  work  on  one 
of  this  company’s  important  real  estate  developments, 
Harmon-on-the- Hudson.  During  all  these  years  Mr. 
Strohmeyer  continued  his  education,  studying  engi¬ 
neering  and  other  subjects  for  five  years  at  Cooper 
Union,  New  York  City,  and  taking  post-graduate 
courses  for  one  and  a  half  years  at  the  Brooklyn 
Polytechnic  Institute.  After  his  work  with  the 
Wood-Harmon  Company  had  been  completed  he  be¬ 
came  connected  for  a  time  with  the  American 
Bridge  Company  as  a  detailer.  He  then  established 
himself  in  business  under  his  own  name  as  an 
engineer  and  surveyor,  developing  many  impor¬ 
tant  suburban  properties  on  Long  Island  and  in 
New  Jersey.  He  continued  with  this  work  until 
1912,  when  he  became  connected  with  the  Roland 
Park  Company  of  Baltimore,  which  at  that  time 
was  engaged  in  the  development  of  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  of  that  city’s  residential  sections.  Eighteen 
months  later  he  returned  to  New  York  City  and 
became  associated  with  the  construction  of  subways, 
rising  to  the  position  of  assistant  engineer.  During 
the  World  War  he  first  served,  in  1917,  as  an 
engineer  in  connection  with  the  construction  of  the 
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Muscle  Shoals  nitrate  plant  in  Alabama,  where  he 
was  stationed  for  six  months.  Next  he  served  with 
the  United  States  Quartermaster  Department  as  an 
engineer  in  charge  of  testing  materials.  After  the 
end  of  the  war  he  was  associated  for  some  time  with 
the  New  York  State  Highway  Department  and  then 
spent  some  time  in  Memphis  Tennessee,  in  supervis¬ 
ing  important  contracts.  From  there  he  went  to  Mich¬ 
igan  and  took  charge  of  the  River  Rouge  Power 
plant  of  the  Ford  Motor  Company.  For  some  time 
afterwards  he  was  connected  with  Proctor  L.  Brown, 
a  consulting  engineer  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  as  office 
manager.  In  1921  he  returned  East  and  since  then 
has  been  a  resident  of  Staten  Island.  Here  he  has 
had  charge  of  the  engineering  and  construction  work 
of  the  Brooks  Estate  Corporation,  developing  Dela- 
field  Avenue,  Greenfield  Avenue  and  various  other 
residential  sections.  In  1926  he  also  took  charge  of 
similar  work  for  the  West  Manor  Corporation,  de¬ 
veloping  its  property  along  Manor  Road,  west  of 
Fairview  Avenue.  He  received  from  the  University 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Professional  Engineer 
License,  September  12,  1922;  Land  Surveyor  License, 
September  12,  1922;  and  Registered  Architect,  April 
25,  1930. 

Mr.  Strohmeyer  married,  June  15,  1912,  Margaret 
A.  Wittkowsky,  of  New  York  City,  a  daughter  of 
Herman  G.  and  Augusta  (Roberts)  Wittkowsky.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Strohmeyer  are  the  parents  of  one  son, 
Charles  Strohmeyer,  Jr.,  born  in  Brooklyn,  July  26, 
1918,  now  student  at  Curtis  High  School.  The  fam¬ 
ily  home  is  located  at  No.  81  Sturges  Street,  West 
New  Brighton. 


THEODOR  F.  KOCH — Prominent  in  the  art 
and  profession  of  interior  decorating,  Theodor  F. 
Koch,  of  Stapleton,  is  one  of  our  well  known  citizens 
who  heads  the  business  bearing  his  name.  He  has 
achieved  a  reputation  for  superior  quality  of  work  and 
the  expertness  with  which  it  is  accomplished,  being 
truly  a  skilled  craftsman  in  this  field  of  endeavor. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  island  for  almost  thirty 
years;  he  first  came  in  search  of  employment  and  in 
time  entered  the  business  which  now  occupies  his 
time,  having  risen  to  successful  attainments  through 
his  earnest  efforts  and  rightly-directed  ambition  to 
succeed. 

Mr.  Koch  was  born  in  Russia  in  1879,  at  Tane- 
very’s,  in  the  territory  which  is  now  Lithuania,  the 
son  of  Karl  and  Dorothea  (Cinewitz)  Koch.  His 
father,  however,  was  a  native  of  Germany.  The  elder 
Koch  learned  the  profession  of  landscaping,  which 
occupation  he  followed  until  Graf  Kaiserling,  a  cham¬ 
berlain  under  Tsar  Alexander  3d,  came  to  Germany 
and  offered  him  employment  as  gardener  on  his 
estate  in  Lithuania,  which  position  he  continued  for 
about  fifteen  years,  when  he  entered  the  landscaping 
business  on  his  own  account.  He  was  active  for 
twenty-five  years  as  a  deacon  in  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  the  town  of  Ponevezys.  In  recognition  of  this 
service  Graf  Kaiserling  presented  him  with  a  silver 
watch  engraved  with  the  date  of  service  1867-92. 

Theodor  F.  Koch  received  but  a  meager  educa¬ 
tion  in  his  native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
went  alone  to  Germany  following  his  father’s  death. 
He  endeavored  to  enter  the  German  military  service, 
but  his  offer  was  declined  because  he  was  the  sole 
support  of  his  widowed  mother,  being  her  only  son. 
Having  learned  the  painting  trade  in  Russia  during  a 
training  period  of  four  years,  he  followed  this  occupa¬ 
tion  in  East  Prussia  and  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  from 
which  city  he  embarked  for  the  United  States  on 


August  28,  1901,  aboard  the  S.  S.  “Graf  Waldersee.” 
The  Rev.  Dearing,  a  true  philanthropic  and  gener¬ 
ous-hearted  clergyman  of  that  day  met  the  new¬ 
comer  and  other  immigrants  at  Ellis  Island  and 
escorted  them  to  a  place  of  shelter  and  protection 
until  they  could  find  situations  and  friendly  advisors 
among  their  fellow-countrymen.  The  following  morn¬ 
ing  Pastor  Dearing  sent  them  to  an  employment  office 
at  the  Battery  where  young  Koch  heard  the  clerk 
ask  if  anyone  knew  saloon  work,  and  not  understand¬ 
ing  the  English  language,  mistook  the  word  saloon 
for  salon  and  said  he  knew  it.  In  consequence  he 
was  brought  to  Staten  Island  and  obtained  his  first 
employment  as  a  porter,  which  work  he  was  told 
all  greenhorns  had  to  do.  While  engaged  in  that 
capacity,  he  had  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  his 
ability  as  an  interior  decorator  by  painting  a  room 
for  the  wife  of  his  employer,  which  gave  him  a  start. 
Prefering  to  enter  other  employment,  he  soon  became 
engaged  by  several  decorators,  and  in  1909,  estab¬ 
lished  an  independent  business  which  has  grown  to 
large  proportions  in  subsequent  years.  His  services 
have  been  in  demand  for  work  in  some  of  the  finest 
homes  on  Staten  Island,  and  he  attributes  his  success 
to  the  fact  that  his  workmanship  has  always  been 
of  the  highest  order  and  the  quality  of  products 
used  by  him  of  the  very  best.  Throughout  the  island 
his  name  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  decora¬ 
tion.  The  requests  that  he  receives  for  his  services 
are  such  that  he  could  cover  the  entire  borough  of 
Richmond  if  he  wished  to  employ  a  much  larger 
organization,  but  he  prefers  to  limit  the  number  of 
his  contracts  in  order  to  give  the  individual  and 
personal  touch  which  characterizes  his  work.  Mr. 
Koch  is  interested  in  civic  affairs  and  is  an  active 
member  of  the  German  Singing  Society.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  Klopstock  Lodge,  No.  760,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons. 

Theodor  F.  Koch  married  on  February  2,  1905, 
Kunigunde  Doppel,  of  Germany,  daughter  of  Johann 
and  Augusta  Doppel,  her  father  being  well  known 
in  the  shoemaking  trade  in  her  native  village  and 
also  proprietor  of  the  general  store.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Koch  three  children  have  been  born:  1.  Ludwig, 
who  is  now  engaged  independently  in  the  painting 
business  in  Stapleton.  2.  Arthur,  a  prominent  athlete 
who  has  achieved  distinction  in  sports.  3.  Theodor, 
who  died  when  he  was  ten  years  old.  Mrs.  Koch 
is  a  devoted  helpmate  to  her  husband  and  at  their 
home,  No.  133  Beach  Street,  they  enjoy  the  blessings 
of  a  long  companionship  of  wholesome  married  life. 


VINCENT  K.  PHILLIPS— Though  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania  and  engaged  in  business  in  Manhat¬ 
tan,  Mr.  Phillips  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  a 
resident  of  Staten  Island.  He  has  always  taken  a 
deep  and  a  useful  and  active  part  in  everything 
tending  to  promote  the  development,  and  welfare  of 
the  Island,  its  people  and  its  institutions.  In  his 
professional  life  he  enjoys  a  reputation  as  an  income 
tax  specialist  and  in  every  respect  he  represents  the 
highest  type  of  useful,  progressive  and  effective  citi¬ 
zenship. 

Vincent  K.  Phillips  was  born  at  Germantown,  a 
suburb  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  March  17, 
1884,  a  son  of  Charles  Francis  and  Mary  (Stewart) 
Phillips.  He  was  educated  at  St.  Charles’  Parochial 
School,  Brooklyn,  New  York;  St.  Francis  Xavier 
College,  New  York  City;  and  at  Fordham  Univer¬ 
sity,  New  York  City.  After  leaving  college  he 
entered  business  life,  in  which  he  made  rapid  progress. 
Since  1914  he  has  specialized  in  income  tax  work,  and 
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in  that  field  he  is  considered  an  authority.  For 
twenty-three  years  he  has  been  associated  with  Hall- 
garten  and  Company,  one  of  the  leading  private  bank¬ 
ing  firms  of  New  York  City,  making  his  offices  with 
that  concern  at  No.  44  Pine  Street,  Manhattan.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Club,  the  Staten 
Island  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  and  the 
National  Travel  Club. 

Mr.  Phillips  married  in  New  Brighton,  October  8, 
1903,  Helga  Moller,  a  native  of  Denmark.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Phillips  are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Gordon 
Phillips,  born  in  August,  1906,  a  graduate  of  Lafay¬ 
ette  College,  and  Charles  Earl  Phillips,  born  in 
September,  1907,  a  graduate  of  Curtis  High  School, 
now  taking  post-graduate  course  at  Curtis  High 
School.  The  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  175 
Potter  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


WALTER  T.  LIGH — It  has  ever  been  Staten 
Island’s  lot  to  have  been  blessed  with  a  generous 
number  of  distinguished  persons  whose  lives  have 
been  fraught  with  a  lasting  measure  of  integrity  and 
unselfish  devotion  to  the  ideals  of  fellowship  and 
among  these  persons,  the  late  Walter  T.  Ligh  is 
numbered.  He  was  for  many  years  a  counselor, 
friend,  and  co-worker  by  the  side  of  the  justly-famous 
Dr.  Sun  Yat  Sen,  the  founder  and  preserver  of  the 
Chinese  Republic.  Here  in  America  Mr.  Ligh  ac¬ 
quitted  himself  nobly  in  pursuit  of  Christianity  and  on 
Staten  Island  was  respected  both  as  a  neighbor  and 
a  friend. 

Walter  T.  Ligh  was  born  at  Canton,  China,  where 
he  received  a  sound  education  in  higher  schools  of 
learning  and  after  coming  to  America  he  took  spe¬ 
cial  courses  at  Cooper  Union,  New  York. 

Determining  early  in  his  career  to  devote  his  life¬ 
time  to  the  teaching  of  the  principles  of  Christianity 
and  to  the  conversion  of  peoples  to  this  faith  he 
founded,  with  others,  the  New  Mission,  which  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  present  at  No.  9  Pell  Street,  New  York. 
This  settlement  was  known  as  “The  Trust  in  God 
Mission,”  and  was  maintained  by  Mr.  Ligh  for  many 
years.  It  was  a  labor  of  exceeding  earnestness  and 
devotion  to  a  cause  and  a  work  in  which  he  was 
eminently  successful. 

While  Mr.  Ligh  was  active  in  this  line  of  endeavor 
he  was  visited  in  the  year  1900  by  Dr.  Sun  Yat 
Sen  of  Chinese  nobility,  a  man  who  had  been  classed 
by  the  aristocracy  of  his  country  as  a  rebel  because 
of  his  strong  humanitarian  impulses  and  his  devotion 
to  the  common  people  of  his  own  empire.  Previous 
to  this  visit  Dr.  Sen  had  spent  several  months  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  was  already  considering  the  idea  of  organiz¬ 
ing  a  republic  in  China  which  would  some  day  take 
its  place  by  the  side  of  other  progressive  nations. 
Dr.  Sen  was  an  authority  on  government,  parlia¬ 
mentary  proceedure  and  jurisprudence.  He  met  Mr. 
Ligh  in  the  latter’s  office  in  the  Mission  and  it  was 
here  that  the  two  friends  who  had  come  to  work 
side  by  side,  discussed  the  future  and  made  plans  for 
the  founding  of  the  New  Chinese  Republic. 

To  the  cause  of  China  and  her  potential  freedom 
from  the  yoke  of  oppression,  none  contributed  more 
and  Mr.  Ligh  gave  not  only  of  his  counsel  but  of 
his  means  as  well.  His  first  activity  in  China  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Dr.  Sen,  was  at  the  Morning  Star 
Mission,  and  with  the  growth  of  this  organization 
the  doctrines  of  Christianity  also  spread  rapidly. 
Soon  there  was  formed  a  large  and  enthusiastic  party  ’ 
in  favor  of  the  New  China. 

Of  the  new  party  in  China  he  was  not  only  the 
treasurer,  but  its  chief  advisor  for  several  years. 


Knowing  that  a  war  of  revolution  was  unavoidable 
but  rather  necessary  to  the  aims  of  the  new  party, 
Mr.  Ligh  advised  that  the  young  men  of  China  should 
be  trained  in  American  military  tactics,  and  it  was 
on  Staten  Island  that  an  American  contingent  was 
first  drilled.  The  pending  warfare  was  to  overthrow 
the  empire  and  establish  the  republic  and  the  men, 
thus  equipped  thoroughly  in  the  knowledge  of  mod¬ 
ern  warfare,  became  members  of  the  great  National¬ 
ist  Army  that  has  also  recently  fought  against  the 
bandits  of  the  North. 

Mr.  Ligh  saw  his  efforts  bear  fruit,  but  also  in 
the  midst  of  the  triumph  came  tragedy.  This  was 
the  death  of  Dr.  Sun  Yat  Sen  which  in  itself  was  the 
cause  of  bringing  about  the  ultimate  illness  of  Mr. 
Ligh,  a  sickness  from  which  he  never  recovered. 

On  June  10,  1900,  in  New  York,  Mr.  Ligh  married 
Laura  J.  Barter  of  London,  England,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Frances  (Watson)  Barter  of  that  city. 
To  this  marriage  two  sons  and  one  daughter  were 
born:  1.  Charles  Gordon  Ligh,  born  on  April  2 7, 
1901,  in  New  York.  He  received  his  early  schooling 
in  the  private  school  of  Miss  Florence  Britton  in 
New  Dorp  and  also  in  Public  School  No.  8  in  Great 
Kills.  After  receiving  his  diploma  from  De  Witt 
Clinton  High  School  he  attended  New  York  Univer¬ 
sity  and  graduated  from  this  seat  of  learning  in  the 
class  of  1927.  For  two  years  he  had  assisted  Dr. 
Sun  Yat  Sen,  who  was  at  that  time  president  of 
China  and  during  the  Chinese  War  he  was  engaged 
in  radio  communication  work.  He  is  now  an  electri¬ 
cal  and  radio  engineer.  2.  David  Robert  Ligh  was 
born  January  7,  1905,  and  like  his  brother,  obtained 
his  preliminary  schooling  on  the  Island.  He  then 
attended  Stuyvesant  High  School  in  New  York  but 
later  went  to  Curtis  High  School  from  whence  he 
was  graduated.  After  a  trip  around  the  world,  which 
was  of  considerable  educational  value,  he  entered  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  graduating  from  this  insti¬ 
tution  in  1928  as  a  mechanical  engineer.  For  a  time 
he  was  employed  as  a  research  engineer  by  the 
Thomas  Edison  Company  of  Orange,  New  Jersey. 
He  is  now  with  the  Electrical  Research  Products 
Company,  New  York  City.  3.  Laura  Grace  Ligh, 
born  in  November,  1912,  died  at  the  age  of  four. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Ligh  occurred  on  Staten  Island 
April  13,  1928.  He  was  mourned  not  only  by  a 
wealth  of  friends  hereabouts  but  in  international  cir¬ 
cles,  and  especially  in  the  land  in  which  he  had  accom¬ 
plished  so  much  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  enlight¬ 
enment.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  two  sons. 
In  religious  faith,  the  Ligh  family  is  of  the  Baptist 
denomination.  The  Ligh  family  residence  is  located 
at  No.  612  Rockland  Avenue,  New  Springfield,  on  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  forty  acres  in  the  center 
of  municipal  park  lands.  Here  this  family  imbibes 
the  more  cultural  things  of  life,  and  the  science 
of  radio  and  electricity  are  the  chief  subjects  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  Ligh  boys. 


IRVING  G.  CROCHERON — Numbered  among 
the  oldest  of  local  families  is  that  of  the  Crocherons 
whose  members  now  reside  in  various  sections  of 
Staten  Island,  though  in  very  early  years  a  goodly 
number  were  located  in  the  district  of  New  Spring- 
ville.  Irving  G.  Crocheron,  of  the  present  generation, 
lives  in  Port  Richmond,  having  retired  from  lengthy 
service  with  the  New  York  Police  Department.  He 
is  now  engaged  in  the  building  business. 

The  family  of  Crocheron  has  been  identified  here 
at  least  since  1670,  the  first  to  come  to  America  hav¬ 
ing  been  John  Crocheron  of  France.  A  staunch 
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French-Huguenot,  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  his.  people  was  unquestioned,  he  was  forced 
to  leave  his  native  land  when  the  persecution  of 
the  Huguenots  reached  its  height.  Upon  reaching 
this  country,  he  settled  on  Staten  Island  in  Stony 
Brook,  but  subsequently  secured  title  to  land  at 
Long  Neck  (now  New  Springville)  where  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  occupation  of  planter  or  farmer.  He  built 
his  house  here  in  1670,  this  dwelling  place  remaining 
as  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  island,  and  known 
as  the  old  Crocheron  homestead.  His  wife’s  name 
was  Mary,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Nicholas  and 
Anthony,  through  whom  are  descended  present-day 
members  of  the  family  in  Richmond  County.  John 
Crocheron  made  his  will  on  December  13,  1695,  and 
it  appears  that  his  death  occurred  a  year  later.  ’ 

Through  succeeding  generations  members  of  the 
Crocheron  family  intermarried  with  others  of  old 
Staten  Island  stock,  such  as  the  Winant,  Housman, 
Prall,  Wood,  Lisk,  Cole,  and  other  prominent  fam¬ 
ilies.  During  the  nineteenth  century,  in  particular, 
the  Crocherons  became  active  in  civil  and  admini¬ 
strative  affairs,  two  of  their  number,  Henry  and 
Jacob,  being  members  of  Congress;  the  latter  also 
acted  as  sheriff  for  three  years;  one  Richard  Croch¬ 
eron  became  county  treasurer  and  surrogate  in  1836, 
and  a  Nicholas  Crocheron  was  recorded  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Assembly  in  1854. 

Nathan  Crocheron,  grandfather  of  Irving  G.  Croch¬ 
eron,  was  born  on  the  island  and  here  during  the 
forepart  of  his  life  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  Later 
as  a  “Forty-Niner,”  he  traveled  across  the  country 
to  join  in  the  California  gold  rush.  He,  in  time, 
returned  to  Staten  Island  and  in  subsequent  years, 
following  his  wife’s  death,  went  to  Crocheron,  Mary¬ 
land,  to  reside.  There  he  died  and  was  buried.  His 
wife  Eleanor  Lisk,  also  of  an  old  Staten  Island  fam¬ 
ily  was  born  here,  a  daughter  of  Abram  Lisk. 

Nathan  and  Eleanor  (Lisk)  Crocheron  were  the 
parents  of  a  son,  John  Henry,  born  January  30, 
1829,  at  New  Springville.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  that  locality  and  like  his  father, 
took  up  life  as  a  farmer.  Of  a  persevering  and 
resolute  nature  he  applied  himself  to  his  tasks,  labor¬ 
ing  long  and  earnestly  that  his  farm  might  prove 
a  success.  Such  an  ambition  was  realized,  as  a  con¬ 
sequence  of  which,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
he  retired  and  was  well  able  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  work.  Apart  from  this,  he  lived  a  quiet,  reserved 
life,  though  at  an  early  date  in  his  career  he  also 
had  gone  westward  as  a  “Forty-Niner.” 

John  H.  Crocheron  married  Mehala  Selina  Blake, 
of  a  Staten  Island  family,  though  her  birth  occurred 
in  New  York.  Her  parents  were  Daniel  C.  and 
Anne  Barnes  (Simson)  Blake.  John  H.  Crocheron 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  nine  children  as 
set  forth  following  in  numerical  order:  1.  George 
Albert  died  in  1887,  in  his  thirty-fourth  year  and  is 
buried  with  his  parents  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery. 
2.  Emily  S.,  also  deceased,  is  likewise  interred  in 
the  family  burial  plot.  3.  Eugene,  resides  in  Mary¬ 
land.  He  married  Theresa  Johnson,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Selina,  the  wife  of 
Irving  Langrell,  lives  in  Baltimore;  Irving,  and 
Clarence  who  also  live  in  Baltimore;  and  Eualia, 
who  married  Wiilliam  North,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Cambridge,  Maryland.  4.  Ophelia,  married  Fred 
Van  Name,  of  Staten  Island,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  a  daughter,  Vivian,  who  married  Joseph  Scott,  and 
a  son,  Roger  C.  All  reside  on  Staten  Island.  5.  John 
Winfield  Scott,  now  deceased,  married  Lilly  Vander¬ 
bilt,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  of 
whom  but  one  is  living.  He  is  Willard,  now  mar¬ 


ried,  the  father  of  four  children  and  a  resident  of 
Jersey  City.  6.  Ella,  who  became  the  wife  of  Albert 
W.  Wells,  of  Miami,  Florida;  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  three  children.  The  eldest  of  these,  Cap¬ 
tain  Walter  Wells,  who  is  connected  with  the  United 
States  Army  at  West  Point,  New  York,  married 
(first)  Anna  Peltz,  by  whom  there  was  a  son,  Hamil¬ 
ton.  He  married  (second)  in  August,  1927,  Jean 
Keager,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Second  to  Captain  Walter 
Wells,  is  a  sister,  Ethel,  now  the  wife  of  William 
Smith,  a  resident  of  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Bertram, 
the  youngest  of  the  three  children,  lives  at  Houston, 
Texas.  7.  Abbie  E.,  who  married  John  Frederick 
Smith,  of  Staten  Island,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  8.  Claudia,  who  is  deceased,  was  secretary 
of  the  Richmond  County  Savings  Bank.  9.  Irving  G., 
of  this  record.  John  H.  Crocheron,  the  father,  died 
March  25,  1898. 

Irving  G.  Crocheron  was  born  on  September  1, 
1873,  in  Port  Richmond,  _  and  attended  the  local 
public  schools.  After  finishing  his  studies  he  worked 
at  the  building  trade  until  December  1,  1896,  when 
his  association  with  the  New  York  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  began.  Two  years  later,  when  Staten  Island 
became  a  part  of  Greater  New  York,  he  was  as¬ 
signed  to  duty  in  this  borough  as  a  member  of  the 
Detective  Bureau,  remaining  in  this  capacity  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  After  retiring  from  this  latter 
position,  he  founded  a  contracting  and  building  busi¬ 
ness  of  his  own.  The  management  of  this  establish¬ 
ment  has  occupied  his  attention  from  that  time  to 
the  present,  and  he  has  met  with  appreciable  success 
in  this  undertaking. 

Mr.  Crocheron  holds  membership  in  numerous 
organizations.  He  is  identified  with  Richmond  Lodge, 
No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Tyrian  Chap¬ 
ter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  and  Empire  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar.  In  relation  to  his  long  associa¬ 
tion  with  the  Police  Department,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Police  Square  Club  of  New  York  City.  His 
religious  affiliation  is  with  Grace  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Port  Richmond,  and  he  is  a  steward 
within  this  house  of  worship.  In  promoting  civic 
causes  and  community  enterprises,  his  interest  and 
aid  have  been  constant. 

Mr.  Crocheron’s  marriage  took  place  October  20, 
1897,  at  Mariners  Harbor,  to  Elizabeth  F.  Kruzer, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  F.  (Decker)  Kruzer. 
Thus  on  her  maternal  side,  Mrs.  Crocheron  is  de¬ 
scended  from  an  old  Dutch  family  which  has  resided 
on  Staten  Island  since  1655.  The  Crocheron  residence 
is  situated  at  No.  387  Heberton  Avenue,  Port  Rich¬ 
mond. 


JOHN  J.  MORAN — As  a  resident  of  Great  Kills, 
where  he  has  lived  since  1920,  John  J.  Moran  is  at 
present  a  director  of  the  Great  Kills  Building  and 
Loan  Association.  His  business  association  is  with 
the  Burr  Printing  House,  Manhattan. 

Mr.  Moran  was  born  on  February  16,  1893,  in 
Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  a  son  of  Patrick  J.  and 
Winifred  A.  Moran  who  came  from  Ireland  about 
1887  and  settled  in  Jersey  City.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Patrick.  2.  James. 
3.  Edward.  4.  Winifred.  5.  Clarence.  6.  F.rancis. 

John  J.  Moran  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
birthplace  and  was  later  graduated  from  the  Jersey 
City  High  School.  He  began  his  business  career  in 
1911  as  an  errand  boy  employed  by  the  Burr  Print¬ 
ing  House,  a  concern  that  was  established  more  than 
one  hundred  years  ago  and  specializes  in  commer¬ 
cial  printing.  Within  the  next  twenty  years  he  suc¬ 
cessively  held  jobs  as  a  compositor,  foreman  and 
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assistant  superintendent  until  1930  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  superintendency  of  the  plant,  which 
is  situated  at  No.  18  Jacobs  Street. 

Mr.  Moran  came  to  Staten  Island  to  live  in  1920. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  South  Shore  Democratic 
Club  and  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  Lodge  No. 
841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  and  the  Foresters  of 
America.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Typographical 
Union  No.  6,  known  as  “Big  Six.” 

John  J.  Moran  married,  on  November  14,  1915, 
May  A.  Fanning,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Sarah 
(Gregory)  Fanning,  of  Albany,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  John  J.,  Jr.,  born  December 
12,  1916,  who  is  now  attending  high  school  at  Totten- 
ville;  and  Eugene,  born  August  17,  1929.  The  Moran 
home  is  at  No.  320  Cleveland  Avenue,  Great  Kills. 


HERBERT  J.  BEDELL — For  considerably  more 
than  four-score  years  up  to  the  present  time,  embrac¬ 
ing  three  generations,  members  of  the  Bedell  family 
in  Tottenville  have  maintained  the  undertaking  busi¬ 
ness  founded  by  the  grandfather  of  Herbert  J.  Bedell. 
In  addition  to  his  business  connections  Mr.  Bedell  is 
active  in  civic,  fraternal,  and  patriotic  bodies  in  his 
home  district. 

The  Bedells  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
country.  Tradition  gives  it  that  they  were  identified 
with  the  Plymouth  colony  of  Massachusetts.  How¬ 
ever,  their  name  was  not  among  those  who  signed 
the  compact  aboard  the  “Mayflower”  on  November 
11,  1620  but,  they  may  have  been  among  the  arrivals 
on  the  ships  “Fortune,”  the  “Ann”  and  the  “Little 
James”  which  came  there  later.  It  is  evident,  never 
the  less,  that  they  were  of  pioneer  stock  in  New 
England  and  several  of  their  number  removed  to 
Long  Island.  In  1673  it  is  recorded  that  Robert 
Beedill,  Daniel  Beedel,  Matthew  Beedel,  and  John 
Beddell  were  enrolled  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Hempstead,  Long  Island.  It  was  nearly  a  century 
after  that  date  that  the  first  mention  is  made  of  the 
Bedells  on  Staten  Island,  for  in  1768  Silas  Bedell 
rendered  a  bill  for  “docktering,”  whence  it  is  inferred 
he  was  a  physician.  In  the  same  year  mention  is 
made  of  John  Bedell,  who  subsequently  held  the  post 
of  county  treasurer  and  died  in  1781.  According  to 
records  and  documents  distributed  over  a  long  period, 
members  of  the  family  were  active  in  civil  life 
wherever  they  settled  and  served  valiantly  in  defense 
of  the  nation  in  times  of  war.  On  Staten  Island  they 
have  resided  mainly  in  the  district  about  Tottenville 
and  Pleasant  Plains. 

The  first  member  of  the  Bedell  family  to  whom 
we  refer  definitely,  was  Joseph,  great-great-grand¬ 
father  of  Herbert  J.  Bedell.  He  married  Frances 
Marshall,  of  another  family  long  resident  on  the 
South  Shore  of  the  island;  and  they  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  son,  John.  The  latter,  born  December  1, 
1790,  in  Tottenville,  was  a  shoemaker  by  occupation 
and  married  Susan  Pray.  To  this  union  fourteen  chil¬ 
dren  were  born,  of  whom  Isaac  P.  Bedell  was  one. 

The  latter’s  birth  occurred  in  Tottenville  in  1816, 
and  he  died  August  13,  1909.  He  was  educated  there, 
followed  for  some  time  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
later  in  life,  in  1841,  founded  the  undertaking  business 
which  his  grandson  now  manages.  Isaac  P.  Bedell’s 
marriage  took  place  on  April  20,  1841,  to  Catherine 
Mary  Wood,  of  an  old  Staten  Island  family.  They 
had  the  following  children:  Almeda  F.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  G.  S.  Larkin;  James  Wood,  of  whom  further; 
John  F.;  Isaac  W.;  and  Robert  S.  The  mother  of 


these  children  died  December  15,  1898,  her  husband 
surviving  her  by  more  than  ten  years. 

James  Wood  Bedell  was  born  in  Tottenville,  Octo¬ 
ber  20,  1850,  and  like  his  father,  was  educated  in 
the  local  district  schools.  He  first  entered  a  grocery 
business  located  at  the  corner  of  Main  Street  and 
Elliott  Avenue,  Tottenville,  but  subsequently  was 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  latter’s  undertaking 
establishment.  Shortly  before  the  consolidation  of 
Staten  Island  with  Greater  New  York,  in  1898,  he 
was  elected  coroner  of  Richmond  County,  having 
been  a  candidate  on  the  Republican  ticket.  He  was 
held  in  high  esteem  throughout  the  island,  and  his 
greatest  devotion  was  to  his  home  and  family.  Mr. 
Bedell  married  on  December  30,  1877,  Melissa  Jane 
Polhemus,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Depew) 
Polhemus,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  the 
Rev.  C.  Clark  of  Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Their  children  follow:  Isaac  Lester,  born  February 
21,  1880,  resides  in  Orange,  New  Jersey;  Herbert 
J.,  born  February  16,  1887,  of  whom  further;  Joseph 
T.,  born  March  4,  1889;  Estelle  M.,  born  August  4, 
1892,  married  Ralph  M.  Cole,  of  Tottenville.  James 
Wood  Bedell,  father  of  these  children,  died  August 
2  7,  1920. 

Herbert  J.  Bedell  was  born  in  Tottenville  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
birthplace.  After  finishing  his  studies  he  was  con¬ 
nected  for  a  time  with  the  Atlantic  Terra  Cotta  Com¬ 
pany,  with  which  he  remained  until  April,  1918.  He 
then  enlisted  for  service  in  the  World  War  and 
served  overseas  as  private  with  the  Medical  Detach¬ 
ment,  301st  Field  Artillery,  until  January  18,  1919, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged.  Upon  his  return 
to  civilian  life  in  1919,  he  became  associated  with 
his  father’s  establishment  and  following  the  latter’s 
death  he  took  over  control  of  the  business,  which  he 
has  continued  to  develop  and  enlarge  most  success¬ 
fully.  The  business  is  now  operated  under  the  name 
of  J.  W.  Bedell,  Incorporated,  Funeral  Directors,  of 
which  corporation  Mr.  Bedell  is  president.  Frater¬ 
nally,  he  is  identified  with  Huguenot  Lodge,  No. 
381,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Staten  Island  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  166,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  Forest  No. 
38,  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  International  Association  of  the  Lions  Club; 
the  South  Shore  Lions  Club;  Beauvais  Post,  No. 
126,  of  the  American  Legion,  of  which  he  is  Past 
Commander;  La  Societe  des  40  Hommes  et  8 
Chevaux;  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  New  York  Under¬ 
takers’  Association;  the  South  Shore  Improvement 
Association,  and  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce. 

Mr.  Bedell  married  Marian  L.  Hodge,  daughter  of 
Frank  S.  and  Laura  Alston  (Woglom)  Hodge.  Mrs. 
Bedell,  on  her  maternal  side  is  of  the  Woglom  fam¬ 
ily,  one  of  the  oldest  on  Staten  Island,  being  men¬ 
tioned  frequently  in  historic  annals.  Her  line  of 
descent  from  Jan  Van  Woggelum  of  Holland,  pro¬ 
genitor  of  the  Wogloms  in  America,  and  the  first 
to  settle  on  Staten  Island,  is  direct  and  easily  trace¬ 
able,  as  she  is  of  the  ninth  generation  on  Staten  Island. 
A  brief  resume  of  her  lineage  is  given  here. 

Jan  Van  Woggelum  emigrated  from  Holland  in 
1643,  coming  to  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey,  in  his 
vessel,  “The  Spotted  Cow.”  He  remained  for  some 
years  in  New  Jersey,  about  Hoboken,  and  then  came 
to  Staten  Island  in  1696.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Colonial  Assembly  from  Richmond  in  1698-99,  mar¬ 
ried  sometime  before  coming  here  (his  wife’s  first 
name  being  Grytie),  and  had  two  sons,  Jan,  Jr.,  and 
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Ary  (or  Adrian).  The  last-named,  representing  the 
second  generation,  married  Celia  Pryor,  between  1711 
and  1715.  They  had  the  following  children:  John, 
Anna,  Andries,  Adrian,  Jr.,  Abraham,  and  Peter. 
Of  these,  Abraham  was  baptized  August  8,  1731, 
and  it  is  recorded  that  on  March  29  1776,  he  was 
appointed  first  lieutenant  by  citizens  of  Staten  Island 
and  recommended  for  approbation  to  the  New  York 
Committee  of  Safety,  thereby  serving  in  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  War  forces.  His  wife’s  first  name  was 
Sary,  and  their  son  was  Abraham,  born  in  December, 
1759- 

The  last-named  Abraham  married  (first)  Rachel 
Ann  Winants,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  and 
(second)  Nancy  Tuft,  by  whom  there  was  no  issue. 
His  children  were:  Catharine,  Celia,  Betsey,  Nancy, 
Mary,  and  Abraham,  the  seventh  name  being  un¬ 
known.  This  Abraham,  born  in  1780,  died  in  1833, 
married  Patience  Van  Schaick,  born  in  1783,  died 
in  1836,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  eight  children: 
Rachel  Ann,  John  V.  S.,  Peter,  Hannah  V.  S.,  Cath¬ 
arine  Winant,  Abraham,  Eleanor  Ann,  and  Mary. 

The  aforementioned  John  V.  S.  Woglom  married 
twice  (the  wives’  surnames  being  unknown),  and 
among  his  children,  the  eldest  was  James.  James 
Woglom  married  a  Sarah  A.,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Laura  Alston,  who  was  born  August  13, 
i860,  according  to  church  records.  She  married  Frank 
S.  Hodge,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Marian 
L.  (Hodge)  Bedell.  Mrs.  Bedell  is  a  descendant  of 
another  Revolutionary  War  soldier  through  her 
great-great-grandfather,  Thomas  Hodge  of  Connect¬ 
icut.  She  takes  an  active  interest  and  part  in  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Abraham  Cole  Chapter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bedell  are  the  parents  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Muriel  Hodge.  Mr.  Bedell’s  business  is  car¬ 
ried  on  from  his  residence,  at  No.  7447  Amboy  Road, 
Tottenville. 


DR.  CHARLES  L.  ALLERS— A  resident  of 
Staten  Island  for  practically  his  entire  lifetime,  Dr. 
Charles  L.  Allers,  of  New  Brighton,  has  been  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  profession  of  medicine  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  also  attached  to  the 
medical  staffs  of  three  well-known  local  institutions. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allers  occurred  in 
New  York  City,  December  5,  1880,  his  parents  being 
John  and  Ellen  (Cook)  Allers  of  that  city.  His  father, 
who  was  a  certified  public  accountant  by  profes¬ 
sion,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  but  his  mother’s 
native  home  was  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  The 
younger  Allers  was  brought  to  Staten  Island  by  his 
parents  when  but  six  months  of  age,  the  family 
settling  in  St.  George,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
remained  a  resident  of  Richmond  County. 

After  obtaining  an  early  schooling  at  the  Staten 
Island  Academy,  Dr.  Allers  attended  the  Wilson  and 
Kellogg  Preparatory  School,  located  in  New  York 
at  Fiftieth  Street  and  Fifth  Avenue.  He  then  entered 
Columbia  University,  first  taking  a  pre-medical  course 
and  later  becoming  a  student  at  the  College  of  Phy¬ 
sicians  and  Surgeons,  attached  to  the  University. 
After  being  awarded  his  medical  diploma  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  class  of  1905,  he  entered  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital  in  order  to  serve  a  two-year  interneship. 
Following  this  training  he  was  connected  for  some 
time  with  the  Polyclinic  and  Bellevue  hospitals,  be¬ 
fore  taking  up  the  practice  of  his  profession  on 
Staten  Island.  Here  he  has  remained  to  the  present 
time  (1930),  ministering  to  a  large  practice  and 
residing  in  New  Brighton.  He  is  a  specialist  in  ear, 
nose,  and  throat  diseases. 


In  addition  to  his  practice,  which  absorbs  the 
larger  part  of  his  time  and  energy,  Dr.  Allers  is 
a  member  of  the  medical  staffs  of  the  Staten  Island 
Hospital,  Sea  View  Hospital,  and  Sailors’  Snug 
Harbor.  Within  his  calling  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
following  groups:  the  Richmond  County  Medical 
Society,  the  American  Medical  Society,  and  the 
Alumni  Society  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  in  New 
York  City.  Outside  of  his  professional  activities, 
which  have  naturally  become  a  strong  aid  in  the 
support  of  public  welfare  on  Staten  Island,  he  is 
identified^  with  such  organizations  as:  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  21,  Free  and  Accepted  Mason,  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Club,  Columbia  University  Club,  Staten  Island 
Club,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks. 

Dr.  Allers  married  on  September  20,  1910,  Olga 
Schmidt,  a  daughter  of  Fedor  and  Henrietta  (Sonn- 
tag)  Schmidt  of  New  Brighton.  Mrs.  Allers  was 
born  in  this  section  of  Staten  Island  and  is  a  graduate 
of  Staten  Island  Academy. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Allers  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Olga  Eleanore,  born  in  August,  1911,  at¬ 
tended  Staten  Island  Academy  before  becoming  a 
student  at  Highland  Hall,  a  girl’s  preparatory  school 
at  Hollidaysburg,  Pennsylvania.  She  is  now  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  sophomore  class  at  Holyoke  College,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  2.  Charles  Lawrence,  Jr.,  born  in  De¬ 
cember,  1912,  also  attended  Staten  Island  Academy 
and  later  entered  Salisbury  Preparatory  School  at 
Salisbury,  Connecticut,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  June,  1929.  He  is  now  a  first-year  student  at 
Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Massachusetts. 

The  Allers’  residence  is  situated  at  No.  229  St. 
Mark’s  Place,  New  Brighton,  while  his  office  address 
is  at  No.  107  Central  Avenue,  Tompkinsville. 


LOUIS  W.  RAASCH— The  printing  and  pub¬ 
lishing  fraternity  of  Staten  Island  numbers  in  its 
group  of  plants  and  personages  interesting  features 
in  that  field  of  endeavor.  In  Grant  City,  on  the 
south  shore,  there  is  one  such  beehive  equipped  with 
various  graphic  devises  for  printing  in  the  rough  and 
so  on  to  the  more  de  luxe  page.  The  “Power  behind 
the  throne”  or  the  press,  so  to  speak,  is  a  man  highly 
trained  and  specialized  in  the  different  phases  of  that 
art  in  the  identity  of  the  one  whose  biography  follows. 

Louis  W.  Raasch  is  the  son  of  J.  Hermann  and 
Louisa  M.  Raasch.  The  family  has  been  in  this 
country  sixty-five  years.  Miss  Wilahmenia  Raasch 
was  the  first  to  come  here  from  Germany.  About  1870 
J.  Hermann  Raasch  settled  on  Staten  Island. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  autobiography  of 
Louis  W.  Raasch: 

I  tumbled  into  this  world  at  Tompkinsville, 
Staten  Island,  February  18,  1889,  with  the  promises 
of  a  future  awaiting-  me.  As  the  family  moved  to 
Concord  I  naturally  had  to  go  along.  I  do  not 
remember  much  until  I  was  started  off  to  school, 
all  filled  up  in  a  peep-o’-waist  and  felt  as  if  I  was 
someone  that  first  day,  but  the  novelty  soon  wore 
off. 

I  was  graduated  from  Public  School  12  in  June, 
1903,  went  to  Stapleton  High  School  and  then  spent 
one-half  year  in  the  new  Curtis  High  School  upon 
its  completion.  Conditions  at  home  forced  me  to 
make  a  start  in  the  business  world.  My  first  job 
paid  me  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  week,  but 
I  soon  advanced  through  four  office  boy  positions 
up  to  the  post  of  assistant  bill  clerk.  While  still 
continuing  as  an  office  boy,  in  1906,  I  received  a 
small  card  press  as  a  gift  and  thus  began  doing  a 
little  card  work  in  the  evenings.  I  picked  up  a 
hand  press  (Pilot),  carried  it  home  in  sections 
and  stood  it  in  the  kitchen.  (You  should  have  heard 
mother.)  This  was  not  enough,  for  some  “smart 
alex”  thought  he  would  have  some  fun.  Accordingly 
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he  ordered  five  hundred  tickets  in  a  hurry.  The 
job  was  done  all  right,  there  being  half  a  can  of 
ink  distributed  on  the  tickets.  I  then  placed  the 
tickets  in  the  oven  of  mother’s  kitchen  stove.  I 
got  mine  again;  “smart  alex”  received  his  tickets. 

In  1907  I  had  the  title,  “Concord  Press  Publish¬ 
ing  Company”  registered  at  the  county  clerk’s 
office,  Richmond.  Some  one  suggested  a  newspaper, 
and  as  I  didn’t  know  any  better,  an  experiment  was 
tried.  The  title  of  the  paper  was  “Concord  Press”; 
it  lived  just  thirteen  months  but  the  experience 
and  pleasure  I  got  out  of  it  is  worth  something  to 
me  today. 

A  New  York  printer  in  1907  offered  me  a  position 
and  interest  in  his  business  provided  an  invest¬ 
ment  of  two  hundred  dollars  was  forthcoming. 
Having  raised  the  amount  I  resigned  my  position 
as  assistant  bill  clerk  in  order  to  follow  my  hobby, 
that  of  printing.  The  secretary  of  the  corporation 
that  I  resigned  from  called  me  into  his  office  and 
we  had  a  friendly  chat.  After  giving  me  credit  for 
having  some  push  he  advised  me  not  to  turn  my 
“kale”  over  that  day  but  to  come  in  and  see  him 
in  the  morning.  I  kept  the  appointment  at  the 
hour  set,  whereupon  the  secretary  told  me  that  he 
had  investigated  the  firm  that  I  was  about  to  enter 
as  a  member.  He  advised  me  to  hold  onto  my  cash 
and  told  me  that  while  the  concern  did  good  print¬ 
ing  (a  thing  I  like  to  see),  however,  they  were 
subject  to  numerous  notes.  He  told  me  to  place  the 
two  hundred  dollars  in  real  estate.  This  talk  took 
place  in  1907.  I  followed  his  advice  and  now  my 
present  home  and  plant  is  located  on  the  property 
I  purchased  at  that  time. 

My  next  thirteen  months  were  fraught  with  hard 
work.  It  meant  the  firm  establishing  of  my  hobby 
into  a  paying  proposition  and  I  wish  to  thank  the 
men  who  lent  their  support  and  encouraged  me.  I 
did  not,  however,  succeed  in  obtaining  an  order, 
even  to  the  close  of  the  thirteen  months.  At  that 
time  I  received  a  temporary  call  to  fill  a  position  in 
the  credit  department  of  a  Fifth  Avenue  Depart¬ 
ment  Store,  where  I  stayed  two  years  before  my 
hobby  demanded  my  entire  attention.  As  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  continue  burning  the  candle 
at  both  ends  I  realized  that  something  must  be 
done,  even  though  while  helping  out  in  New  York 
I  had  studied  every  piece  of  good  printing  that  I 
could  find. 

In  1911  I  opened  what  I  termed  my  “Uptown 
Branch”  at  No.  2010  Richmond  Road.  In  1913  this 
establishment  was  moved  to  No.  2134  Richmond 
Road,  where  I  maintained  a  stationery  store  until 
1916. 

December  of  the  following  year  found  me  in 
charge  of  the  Grant  City  post  office  (Midland)  at 
No.  567  Railroad  Avenue  where  I  subsequently 
moved  my  printing  office.  At  this  location  I 
directed  Liberty  Loan  work  and  received  payments 
on  the  bonds.  The  post  office  was  discontinued 
June  30,  1919.  Because  the  landlord  of  No.  567 
Railroad  Avenue  disagreed  with  me  as  to  the 
proper  rental  for  the  building  following  this  dis¬ 
continuance,  my  establishment  was  duly  moved 
over  to  my  own  property,  where  it  is  to  be  found 
at  the  present  time.  My  original  idea  was  to  erect 
a  model  office  building  on  Richmond  Road. 

From  the  foregoing  autobiogiapny  one  gathers  a 
conception  of  the  initiative  and  resource  necessary  to 
carry  on  this  business  throughout  long  years  of 
scanty  returns  until  the  concern  finally  was  able  to 
maintain  itself  and  bear  out  the  faith  of  its  founder. 
As  a  business  man  and  a  citizen  active  in  public 
affairs  and  in  religious  institutions,  Mr.  Raasch  is 
identified  with  the  following  organizations,  in  which 
he  holds  office:  St.  Simon’s  School  at  Concord,  sec¬ 
retary,  from  1901-08;  St.  Simon’s  Chapel,  a  trustee, 
from  1907  to  1909;  the  Hudson-Fulton  Concord  Com¬ 
mittee;  First  Home  Day  celebration  of  Grant  City 
of  which  he  was  chairman,  1911;  Grant  City  Civic 
League,  secretary,  1912.  He  played  a  leading  part 
in  the  organizing  of  Sir  Charles  Wolf  Lodge,  O. 
S.  B.,  1914-15;  was  elected  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Master  Printers’  Association  in  1916  and,  as 
mentioned  before,  was  in  charge  of  the  Midland 
post  office  and  Liberty  Loan  work  from  January  1, 


1918  to  June  30,  1919.  He  was  instrumental  in  having 
the  New  York  Employing  Printers’  Association  come 
to  Staten  Island  to  establish  what  is  now  the  Staten 
Island  Printers’  Group  in  1924  and  was  awarded  a 
proficiency  certificate  on  estimating  printing  by  the 
United  Typothetae  of  America. 

Mr.  Raasch  also  received  a  certificate  on  advertis¬ 
ing  on  June  10,  1921;  a  certificate  on  printing  ac¬ 
counting,  April  6,  1921,  and  one  for  printing  sales¬ 
manship  May  2,  1927.  Favorable  comments  have 
been  passed,  not  only  upon  his  printing  work  but 
upon  his  methods  of  advertising  by  the  respective 
editors  of  “American  Printer”  and  “Inland  Printer 
and  Printing.”  On  Staten  Island  he  has  acted  as  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Printers’  Group  for  five  years. 

In  sponsoring  a  Billop  House  Printers’  Fund  in 
1928,  the  Staten  Island  Printers’  Group  of  the  New 
York  Employing  Printers,  of  which  unit  Mr.  Raasch 
is  president,  was  particularly  active.  Generous  dona¬ 
tions  in  behalf  of  the  work  were  given  by  other 
printing  societies  of  which  he  is  a  member.  This 
interest  was  inspired  by  that  patriot  in  early  Ameri¬ 
can  history,  Benjamin  Franklin,  a  printer  by  occupa¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Raasch  is  unmarried. 


WILLIAM  C.  CASEY — A  late  resident  who 
devoted  practically  all  of  his  years  on  Staten  Island 
to  the  furthering  of  local  judicial  and  civic  progress 
was  Justice  William  C.  Casey,  of  New  Brighton. 
He  is  survived  at  the  present  time  (1930)  by  six 
children,  all  of  whom  are  well  known  here.  The 
Casey  family  is  of  Irish  extraction,  native  to  Tip¬ 
perary,  County  of  Limerick,  Ireland.  It  was  there 
that  William  C.  Casey  was  born  March  10,  1848, 
a  son  of  William  C.  and  Edith  (Meagher)  Casey. 
Little  can  be  recorded  of  the  life  and  activities  of 
his  parents  as  they  died  when  their  son  was  but  a 
child.  It  is  believed  that  his  father  was  a  weaver 
by  trade  as  that  was  an  occupation  indigenous  to 
the  country  thereabouts. 

William  C.  Casey  had  a  sister,  Johanna,  who  was 
two  years  his  senior.  After  receiving  part  of  their 
education  in  the  homeland  the  two  voyaged  to  America 
while  in  their  early  teens,  an  undertaking  that  re¬ 
quired  no  little  courage  and  hardihood.  Not  long 
after  arriving  here  William  Casey  journeyed  to  San 
Francisco,  but  remained  there  only  a  short  while. 
He  then  returned  eastward  to'  Chicago,  Illinois, 
stayed  in  that  mid-western  city  for  a  brief  period 
and  then  continued  on  to  New  York.  He  next  crossed 
the  bay  to  Staten  Island,  and  settled  in  New  Brighton, 
where  the  rest  of  his  life  was  spent. 

Prominent  among  Mr.  Casey’s  attributes  were  his 
honesty,  his  love  of  work  and  his  inherent  ability 
to  accomplish  what  he  intended  to  do.  It  was  not 
long  before  h(s  talents,  principally  along  community 
and  governmental  lines,  were  demonstrated,  with  the 
result  that  he  rose  to  several  positions  in  which  he 
distinguished  his  career  on  Staten  Island.  The  town 
of  Castleton  elected  him  a  justice,  wherein  he  served 
creditably,  and  he  also  acted  as  Justice  of  the  Ses¬ 
sions  for  two  terms.  For  a  long  number  of  years 
he  was  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  County  General 
Committee  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board 
of  School  District  No.  4,  of  Castleton,  for  some  time. 
From  1898  to  1923  he  served  as  Chief  Clerk  of  the 
First  District  Magistrate’s  Court,  New  Brighton. 

Not  content  with  holding  these  important  and  re¬ 
sponsible  posts,  Mr.  Casey  also  took  a  keen  interest 
in  and  aided  to  the  fullest  extent  other  civic  projects 
and  was  prominent  in  more  than  one  local  welfare 
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organization.  He  was  identified  with  the  following 
societies:  Richmond  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus, 
of  which  he  was  a  charter  member;  George  William 
Curtis  Council,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  which  he  was 
First  Grand  Regent;  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians 
and  the  Catholic  Benevolent  Legion.  In  his  religious 
affiliation  he  was  a  member  of  Our  Lady  of  Good 
Counsel,  Roman  Catholic  Church.  All  in  all  he  lived 
the  life  of  an  upright  citizen,  husband,  and  father. 

Judge  Casey’s  marriage  took  place  on  September 
10,  1887,  to  Mary  A.  Carr,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  A.  (Cunningham)  Carr  of  Irish  lineage,  who 
came  to  Staten  Island  about  1850.  The  Caseys  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  eight  children  all  born  on  the 
island:  1.  William  C.,  Jr.,  who  married  Mary  Spell¬ 
man,  and  they  have  two  children.  2.  Edith  M.  3. 
John,  died  in  childhood.  4.  Gertrude.  5.  Charles,  died 
in  infancy.  6.  George  D.  7.  Margaret  M.,  married 
Henri  Girard,  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey.  8. 
Augustine  B.  Of  these,  William  C.,  Jr.,  is  an  attor¬ 
ney  on  Staten  Island;  George  D.,  has  an  undertaking 
establishment  in  Tompkins ville,  and  Augustine  B.  is 
engaged  in  the  study  of  law. 

William  C.  Casey,  Sr.  enjoyed  a  long  useful  life, 
death  occurring  November  9,  1923.  His  burial  took 
place  in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery,  West  New  Brighton. 


MRS.  JOHN  ARNOTT — Linoleumville  has  ever 
been  one  of  Staten  Island’s  interesting  communities 
due  to  its  history,  its  industry  and  the  civic  endeavor 
of  its  inhabitants  under  most  trying  conditions.  One  of 
the  foremost  citizens  of  this  place  and  a  woman  who 
has  been  long  identified,  as  have  the  members  of  her 
family,  with  affairs  of  a  public  and  social  nature  in 
that  former  village,  is  Mrs.  John  Arnott  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  Linoleumville  post  office. 

The  birth  of  Mrs.  Arnott,  nee  Ethel  Jenny  Abra¬ 
ham,  occurred  in  Linoleumville,  February  15,  1893, 
her  parents  being  John  E.  and  Susan  (Jeffries)  Abra¬ 
ham.  She  has  a  sister,  Laura  M.  Abraham,  born 
June  22,  1891,  and  a  brother,  Clarence  E.  Abraham, 
born  April  30,  1895.  Her  parents,  who  are  both  over 
fifty  years  of  age,  also  live  in  Linoleumville.  Mrs. 
Abraham  was  born  in  this  town  but  her  husband’s 
place  of  birth  was  New  York  City.  They  both  at¬ 
tended  Public  School  No.  26  in  Linoleumville,  and 
Mr.  Abraham  later  became  employed  by  the  Sandura 
Linoleum  Company,  being  in  time  advanced  to  the 
position  of  foreman. 

On  her  maternal  side,  Mrs.  John  Arnott  descended 
from  ancestors  of  English  origin.  Samuels  Jef¬ 
fries,  her  grandfather,  who  was  born  in  Malmsbury, 
England,  married  Leah  Van  Winkle  of  a  Holland- 
Dutch  family  and  they  subsequently  left  their  home 
country  to  settle  in  America.  Linoleumville  finally 
came  to  be  their  permanent  place  of  residence.  Mr. 
Jeffries  was  at  first  engaged  in  farming  and  later 
became  employed  in  the  American  Linoleum  Com¬ 
pany. 

On  her  father’s  side,  Mrs.  Arnott  is  of  Scotch  and 
Irish  ancestry.  Her  paternal  grandfather  was  John 
Abraham,  born  in  Ireland,  and  he  married  Martha 
Tenny  whose  native  home  was  in  Renton,  Scotland. 
They  also  left  the  home  country  and  eventually  located 
in  Linoleumville,  thus  bringing  all  these  families 
together  in  one  place. 

Mrs.  John  Arnott  received  her  preliminary  school¬ 
ing  at  Public  School  No.  26  in  Linoleumville  after 
which  she  graduated  from  Curtis  High  School.  Her 
education  was  then  completed  with  a  course  of  in¬ 
struction  in  the  New  York  Training  School  for 
Teachers.  For  a  time  she  taught  school  and  was 


successively  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Public 
Schools  Nos.  20,  21  and  26  on  the  Island. 

On  April  1,  1928  Mrs.  Arnott  was  appointed 
through  the  United  States  Postal  Service  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  charge  of  the  Post  Office  in  Linoleumville,  the 
incumbency  of  which  must  necessarily  mean  no  small 
amount  of  initiative  coupled  with  a  thorough  knowl¬ 
edge  of  all  postal  regulations  and  duties.  She  takes  a 
keen  interest  in  the  progress  of  her  district  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Dickinson  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Her  marriage  took  place  at  Linoleumville  Novem¬ 
ber  22,  1919,  to  John  Arnott,  a  native  of  Perth,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  once  a  resident  of  Brooklyn.  His  parents 
were  John  and  Mary  (Sinclair)  Arnott,  who  lived  in 
Scotland.  Mr.  John  Arnott,  the  younger,  now  con¬ 
ducts  the  Travis  market  consisting  of  a  butcher  and 
grocery  department,  his  store  being  quartered  in  the 
same  building  as  the  Linoleumville  post  office.  The 
structure,  as  built  by  Mr.  Arnott,  is  a  modern  and 
fully-equipped  place  of  business. 


PAUL  DAVID  SEIGEL — An  example  of  tireless 
endeavor  in  pursuit  of  his  chosen  career  is  the  life,  so 
far,  of  Paul  David  Seigel,  of  Stapleton,  one  of  the 
promising  young  members  of  the  legal  profession. 
Mr.  Seigel  is  at  present  conducting  an  independent 
general  practice,  having  opened  his  offices  at  No.  15 
Beach  Street  on  April  1,  1926.  He  had  previously 
spent  some  time  as  a  practicing  attorney  in  connection 
with  a  prominent  legal  firm  where  he  was  a  popular 
figure  with  his  professional  colleagues  by  reason  of 
his  keen  and  intuitive  knowledge  of  legal  matters. 
His  ability  to  penetrate  technicalities  of  law,  and  an 
affable  personality  won  the  confidence  of  clients.  In 
his  present  position  conducting  his  own  private  prac¬ 
tice,  he  has  obtained  a  large  and  discriminating  clien¬ 
tele  throughout  the  vicinity,  and  he  has  secured  many 
favorable  decisions  in  behalf  of  his  patrons  in  whose 
interests  he  can  ever  be  depended  upon  to  work  with 
whole-hearted  effort. 

Mr.  Seigel  was  born  in  Jersey  Street,  New  Brigh¬ 
ton,  May  31,  1902,  and  he  moved  with  his  family  to 
Stapleton  when  he  was  four  and  a  half  years  of  age. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Staten  Island,  School  No.  14  and  Curtis  High  School, 
from  which  he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1919. 
During  his  high  school  career  he  worked  at  Richmond 
Theatre,  after  school  and  evenings,  selling  candies, 
etc.,  in  order  to  save  money  for  future  learning. 
Although  he  had  focussed  his  desire  upon  becoming 
a  lawyer  ever  since  his  eighth  birthday,  circumstances 
did  not  permit  his  immediate  accomplishment  of  this 
wish  but  his  energy  and  industry  soon  made  it  possi¬ 
ble.  He  worked  for  some  time  after  graduation  with 
G.  Radish  as  lumber  checker  and  yard  foreman,  and 
later  with  the  National  Credit  Association,  as  he 
could  not  enter  law  school,  being  too  young.  Secur¬ 
ing  a  position  in  the  offices  of  the  legal  firm  of  Henry 
S.  Mansfield  and  I.  L.  Broadwin,  he  worked  ener¬ 
getically  during  the  day,  and  in  the  evenings  attended 
the  Law  School  of  New  York  University,  from 
four  to  six  o’clock  and  from  eight  to  ten  o’clock, 
continuing  without  a  falter  until  he  had  achieved  his 
desired  ambition,  graduating  in  May,  1923,  and  pass¬ 
ing  with  honors  the  bar  examination  and  being  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  New  York,  October, 
1924.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with  the  Title, 
Guarantee  and  Trust  Company  and  remained  therein 
until  founding  his  present  successful  independent 
venture  in  April,  1926.  Mr.  Seigel  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  young  men  of  the  community,  and 
takes  a  prominent  part  in  everything  concerning  civic 
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activities  and  public  welfare,  lending  his  enthusiasm 
and  support  to  anything  and  everything  which  is 
arranged  to  benefit  his  town  or  his  fellow-citizens. 
He  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  being  actively 
identified  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Royal 
Arcanum;  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  active  in  the 
Community  Center  and  his  religious  adherence  is 
given  to  the  local  synagogue.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Upsilon  Delta  Sigma  Fraternity  and  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Hebrew  Association.  His  spirit  of 
enterprise  should  be  a  splendid  example  to  the  youth 
of  this  vicinity,  showing  how  he  accomplished  his 
cherished  ambition  by  hard  work  and  ceaseless  effort, 
taking  advantages  of  his  opportunities  at  all  times 
and  it  is  safe,  therefore,  to  predict  a  bright  and  pros¬ 
perous  future  for  him  as  one  of  Staten  Island’s  fore¬ 
most  leaders  in  affairs  of  jurisprudence. 

Mr.  Seigel  married  on  July  I,  1928,  Bertha  V. 
Drusin  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  resides  at  No. 
141  St.  Marks  Place,  St.  George,  Staten  Island.  A 
son,  Martin  Hey  wood  Seigel,  was  born  May  28,  1930. 


CHARLES  W.  MESIER — For  three  generations, 
embracing  nearly  eighty-five  years,  the  family  of 
Mesier  was  engaged  in  the  general  provision  busi¬ 
ness  in  New  Springville.  The  late  Charles  W. 
Mesier,  who  was  active  in  civic,  religious  and  frater¬ 
nal  circles  on  the  island,  was  the  last  of  the  family 
to  manage  such  an  establishment. 

The  Mesier  family,  which  is  of  French  descent 
and  bearing,  has  been  seated  in  America  for  many 
years.  Its  members,  for  the  most  part  have  resided 
in  the  eastern  part  of  this  country,  principally  in  the 
metropolitan  district  of  New  York.  First  definite 
mention  of  one  of  their  number  comes  with  James 
W.  Mesier,  grandfather  of  our  late  Staten  Island 
resident. 

James  W.  Mesier  was  born  in  New  York  in  1812, 
and  first  pursued  the  trade  of  a  cabinet  maker  in 
his  native  city.  Upon  his  removal  to  Staten  Island  in 
1840,  however,  he  forsook  this  occupation  in  order 
to  enter  the  meat  and  provision  business  in  New 
Springville,  his  adopted  home  town.  For  about  two 
decades  thereafter  he  managed  this  establishment 
creditably,  and  with  well-deserved  success,  at  the 
same  time  evincing  a  keen  and  sustaining  interest 
in  public  movements  and  in  affairs  particularly  within 
his  home  community.  His  death  occurred  when  he 
was  fifty-six  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Mesier’s  first  marriage  was  with  Harriet  Con¬ 
over,  born  in  Cranberry,  New  Jersey,  and  by  this 
union  there  were  six  children:  James,  William  H., 
of  whom  further;  Henrietta,  Annie,  Emma,  and 
Harriet  Louise.  Mrs.  Mesier  died  in  1849  at  the  age 
of  thirty-four;  and  her  husband  married  (second)  in 
1855,  Gertrude  Holmes.  They  were  the  parents  of  a 
daughter,  Sarah  E.  Mesier. 

William  H.  Mesier,  second  son  of  James  W.  and 
Harriet  (Conover)  Mesier,  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  July  13,  1837.  After  being  taken  to  Staten 
Island  by  his  parents  at  the  age  of  three,  he  acquired 
his  education  in  the  district  school  of  New  Spring¬ 
ville.  After  completing  his  education,  he  entered  his 
father’s  employ  in  order  to  gain  a  thorough  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  business.  When  he  became  twenty-three 
years  of  age  he  founded  an  establishment  of  his  own 
in  his  home  community  and  throughout  the  ensuing 
years  watched  it  rise  steadily  in  public  favor.  Chiefly 
responsible  for  his  success  was  the  foresight  and 
initiative  he  displayed,  together  with  the  sound  busi¬ 
ness  training  with  which  he  had  been  endowed.  For 


approximately  forty  years  he  was  thus  engaged, 
retiring  from  active  business  pursuits  in  1900. 

Mr.  Mesier  then  quite  properly  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  perseverance  and 
effort.  He  voyaged  to  Europe,  and  traveled  exten¬ 
sively  in  England,  France,  and  Germany,  for  a  year 
then  returned  to  America.  Several  months  later,  how¬ 
ever,  he  again  crossed  the  ocean,  this  time  sailing 
to  the  Orient  and  subsequently  visiting  Jerusalem  and 
lands  along  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Black  and 
Red  seas.  The  customs  and  manners  common  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  various  countries  in  which  he  trav¬ 
eled,  impressed  him  deeply.  He  made  note  of  much 
that  he  witnessed  and  heard  while  on  this  trip  and 
upon  reaching  home  gave  full  narration  of  his  experi¬ 
ences.  His  interest  and  support  of  local  affairs  was 
ever  a  keen  one,  and  as  such  he  was  identified  with 
various  organizations.  By  fraternal  affiliation  he  was 
a  member  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  Port  Richmond. 

William  H.  Mesier  married  Charlotte  A.  Cortel- 
you,  born  April  3,  1837,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Winants)  Cortelyou.  On  both  sides  of  her  family 
Mrs.  Mesier  was  of  old  Staten  Island  stock,  the  Cor- 
telyous  having  first  settled  here  shortly  after  1700 
and  the  Winants  having  been  first  represented  in  these 
parts  sometime  before  1650.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mesier 
were  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Lena,  born  October 
13,  1858,  married  James  R.  Dennis,  and  became  the 
mother  of  a  son,  Edwin  Dennis.  2.  Mary  A.,  born 
October  12,  i860,  married  Henry  F.  Decker  and  they 
were  the  parents  of:  Clarence  D.,  Ella  R.,  and  Char¬ 
lotte  A.  3.  Charles  W.,  a  review  of  whom  follows. 
4.  Harry  (twin),  died  in  1894.  5.  Ida  (twin),  died  at 
the  age  of  about  five  months.  William  H.  Mesier, 
the  father,  died  October  26,  1925,  and  his  wife’s 
death  occurred  on  December  5,  1915. 

Charles  W.  Mesier  was  born  November  13,  1867, 
in  the  family  homestead,  situated  at  the  corner  of 
Travis  and  Richmond  avenues,  New  Springville.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  local  district  school, 
after  which,  like  his  grandfather  and  father  before 
him,  he  entered  the  meat  and  provision  business.  He 
was  enabled  to  gain  considerable  insight  into  such 
a  calling  from  his  father,  in  his  establishment.  Some 
years  later,  however,  he  turned  his  attention  to  pur¬ 
suits  of  a  different  nature,  serving  at  one  time  as 
school  tax  collector  and  during  another  period  was 
engaged  in  the  florist’s  business  on  a  wholesale  basis. 
Due  to  the  coming  of  the  World  War,  he  was  forced 
to  abandon  this  latter  enterprise,  though  it  had  proved 
a  relatively  successful  one,  and  reentered  the  meat 
and  provision  business  in  New  Springville.  Here  he 
remained  until  about  a  year  before  his  death,  retir¬ 
ing  from  an  active  career  as  a  merchant,  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1925.  His  passing  came  on  December  3,  1926, 
following  several  months’  illness,  and  burial  was  in 
the  Moravian  Cemetery. 

One  of  Mr.  Mesier’s  principal  associations  was  with 
the  Republican  party  and  as  such,  he  served  for  many 
years  as  Republican  county  committeeman  from  New 
Springville.  In  his  fraternal  affiliation  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Em¬ 
pire  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and  Mecca 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Mesier  was  active  in 
the  Liberty  Loan  drives  on  Staten  Island,  and 
throughout  his  life  was  a  sincere  and  whole-hearted 
civic  worker.  A  quiet,  reserved  man,  his  love  of  home 
and  his  native  community  constituted  his  chief  devo¬ 
tion.  Like  his  father  he  was  fond  of  travel,  visiting 
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various  parts  of  this  country  and  other  places  where 
his  interest  led  him.  In  his  business  life  he  was 
esteemed  for  his  courtesy,  kindness,  and  integrity. 

One  of  Mr.  Mesier’s  fondest  interests  was  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  Trinity  Men’s  Bible  Class  with  which 
he  was  long  connected.  To  members  of  the  class  he 
was  ever  a  devoted  comrade  and  willing  worker. 
After  his  death  the  following  tribute  was  paid  to 
his  memory:  “It  is  with  deep  regret  that  ‘The  Mes¬ 
senger’  records  the  death  of  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Class,  Brother  Charles  Mesier.  He  had  been  ill 
for  some  time,  but  the  hope  of  his  comrades  in  the 
Class  was  that  he  would  recover.  He  was  an  enthu¬ 
siastic  Trinity  Men’s  Bible  Class  man,  loyal  to  his 
Class  and  its  principles,  and  his  smiling  face  will 
long  be  missed  from  our  gatherings.  The  sympathy 
of  the  Class  is  hereby  extended  to  the  family  of  our 
late  Brother.”  It  is  inscribed  on  records  of  the  Class 
that  Mr.  Mesier  “was  knighted  on  December  26, 
1902.” 

Charles  W.  Mesier’s  marriage  occurred  on  August 
16,  1892,  to  Hannah  M.  Hunt,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Mary  (Musgrove)  Hunt,  of  Graniteville.  The  Hunt 
family  is  of  English  descent  and  was  seated  for  long 
years  in  New  Jersey.  Their  association  with  Staten 
Island  commenced  about  1885  when  they  came  here 
to  reside,  and  in  the  Directory  of  1897  Charles  Hunt 
is  listed  as  following  the  occupation  of  farming,  and 
residing  on  Richmond  Avenue,  Bull’s  Head. 

Mrs.  Hannah  M.  (Hunt)  Mesier,  who  survives  her 
husband,  resides  in  the  family  residence,  No.  445 
Heberton  Avenue,  Port  Richmond.  It  is  through 
her  courtesy  and  her  interest  in  this  history  that  the 
review  of  her  husband’s  life  and  his  portrait  are 
included  in  this  work. 


HOWARD  UDEL — Prominently  identified  with 
the  profession  of  photography,  both  in  the  fields  of 
personal  portraiture  and  commercial  photographic 
art,  Mr.  Udel  has  had  long  and  varied  experience, 
not  only  on  Staten  Island  but  in  different  parts  of  this 
country.  His  wide  knowledge  of  the  history  and 
progress  of  this  craft  and  his  acquaintance  with  the 
old  master  photographers  and  those  of  the  present 
time,  is,  indeed,  of  much  interest.  Since  his  coming 
to  the  Island  nearly  a  decade  ago,  he  has  enjoyed  a 
splendid  acquaintance  among  a  discriminating  clientele 
which  he  has  served  from  time  to  time  and  is  well 
known  throughout  the  Borough  of  Richmond. 

Mr.  Udel  is  a  native  of  Russia  where  he  was  born 
April  15,  1891.  He  received  a  very  thorough  educa¬ 
tion  in  his  native  land  and  it  was  there  that  he  first 
took  up  photography.  At  that  time  it  was  merely  an 
amateur  hobby  with  him,  but  when  he  came  to 
America  in  1906  he  found  that  there  was  a  big  de¬ 
mand  for  a  man  of  his  talents  and  he  hastened  to 
become  associated  with  one  of  the  leading  photo¬ 
graphic  studios  in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 
There  he  had  occasion  to  photograph  many  of  the 
public  men  of  the  United  States,  including  Presidents, 
Senators  and  members  of  Congress.  Among  those  of 
historic  interest  at  whom  he  peered  through  the  lens 
of  his  camera  were  the  late  Presidents  Roosevelt, 
Taft  and  Wilson,  of  whom  he  took  photographs  with 
members  of  their  cabinets.  While  in  Washington  Mr. 
Udel  studied  art  at  the  famous  Corcoran  Art  Gallery. 
After  leaving  that  city  he  went  to  Baltimore  where 
for  ten  years  he  was  associated  with  some  of  the 
leading  firms,  as  well  as  being  official  photographer 
of  the  late  Cardinal  Gibbons.  Subsequently  he  re¬ 
moved  to  New  Yoik  City  and  continued  his  work 
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with  studios  of  local  repute  and  those  nationally 
known  and  further  supplemented  his  training  with 
courses  in  art  at  Cooper  Union  Institute.  In  1922  he 
came  to  Staten  Island  and  took  over  the  Almsteadt 
Studio  on  St.  Mark’s  Place,  Tompkinsville,  and  later 
located  in  Beach  Street  and  in  the  forepart  of  1930  at 
No.  586  Bay  Street,  Stapleton.  Mr.  Udel  is  said  by 
those  who  have  studied  this  art  to  be  more  than  a 
mere  photographer,  because  he  makes  a  personal 
study  and  brings  out  in  some  subtle  way  the  per¬ 
sonality  of  his  subject,  which  is  so  often  missing  in 
studio  portraiture.  He  has  also  enjoyed  a  patronage 
from  firms  and  individuals  desiring  industrial,  busi¬ 
ness  and  other  such  work.  He  is  well  regarded  and 
respected  in  the  community  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  things  of  a  civic  nature,  being  at  one  time 
president  of  the  Stapleton  Cooperative  Merchants' 
Association,  a  charter  member  of  the  Lions’  Club  and 
at  present  is  secretary  of  the  Stapleton  Board  of 
Trade.  His  hobby  is  his  work  and  his  recreations  are 
Boy  Scout  activities  and  fishing. 

Mr.  Udel  married,  in  February,  1911,  Jennie  Rud- 
man  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  Frank,  born  February  x, 
1914;  Bernard,  on  August  19,  1915,  and  Gershon, 
May  14,  1918. 


BERNARD  MULLIN — In  the  recent  death  of 
Bernard  Mullin,  a  life-long  resident  of  Staten  Island 
and  Commander  of  Richmond  Post,  No.  524,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  this  community  is  bereft  of 
a  citizen  whose  devotion  to  his  country  and  fellow- 
men  was  steadfast  and  long  sustaining.  The  people  of 
Staten  Island  will  remember  him  also  as  a  pioneer 
real  estate  dealer  and  a  man  active  in  civic  and  other 
affairs. 

The  Mullin  family  is  of  Irish  descent,  early  mem¬ 
bers  having  resided  chiefly  in  the  northern  part  of 
that  country.  It  was  there  that  Bernard  Mullin,  Sr., 
father  of  Mr.  Mullin,  was  born  and  reared  to  young 
manhood.  After  completing  his  education  he  voyaged 
to  America  and  came  to  settle  on  Staten  Island  where 
the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent.  His  occupa¬ 
tion  became  that  of  a  stonemason  and  contractor,  an 
establishment  of  this  nature  being  founded  by  him  in 
Port  Richmond  many  years  ago.  His  residence  was 
on  Avenue  B.,  and  he  was  recognized  as  a  man  of 
substance  and  character.  He  married  Charlotte 
Ward,  of  English  birth,  and  among  their  children 
was  Bernard  Mullin  of  this  review,  the  others  being 
James,  Peter,  Thomas,  Frank,  Mary  Ann,  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Phoebe. 

The  son,  Bernard  Muffin’s  birth  occurred  September 
1,  1846,  in  the  family  home  where  he  was  destined 
to  reside  for  more  than  sixty  years.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  when  his  school  years  were  completed  he 
began  an  apprenticeship  in  a  painters  shop  in  West 
New  Brighton.  This  employment  continued  for 
slightly  more  than  a  year,  until  January  16,  1862, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Company  E  of  the  4th  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery,  then  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Thomas  D.  Doubleday.  He  was  not  yet  six¬ 
teen  years  of  age  at  this  time  and  as  a  consequence 
was  forced  to  accept  the  rank  of  drummer  boy.  On 
January  25,  1864,  he  received  his  honorable  discharge 
as  drummer  boy  and  on  the  next  day,  January  26  he 
reenlisted  as  a  “veteran”  with  the  same  company. 
His  elder  brother  James,  whose  death  came  on  No¬ 
vember  14,  1927,  also  joined  Company  E  and  served 
throughout  the  war. 

Bernard  Mullin  served  with  distinction  during  this 
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historic  conflict,  was  stationed  on  what  was  known 
as  the  Eastern  front  and  participated  in  many  of  the 
famous  battles,  notably  Antietam,  Gettysburg  and 
Petersburg.  During  the  siege  of  Petersburg  he  was 
wounded,  but  distinguished  himself  by  the  rescue 
under  fire  of  the  injured  son  of  Colonel  Doubleday, 
an  act  of  valor  that  gave  definite  proof  of  his  fitness 
as  a  soldier.  On  September  26,  1865,  following  the 
termination  of  hostilities,  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge  and  returned  to  private  life  on  Staten 
Island. 

His  next  association  was  with  the  old  Staten  Island 
Dyeing  and  Cleaning  Establishment,  located  on  Broad¬ 
way.  He  remained  with  this  concern  up  to  the  spring 
of  1867,  and  then  entered  the  firm  of  Campbell  and 
Van  Pelt  in  order  to  learn  the  painting  trade.  After 
a  year’s  service  he  was  connected  with  a  similar  estab¬ 
lishment  conducted  by  Edward  Atwell.  In  the  fall 
of  1869  he  changed  his  occupation  and  became  a  fire¬ 
man  on  the  Castleton  Division  of  the  local  railroad, 
but  the  following  year  again  found  him  engaged  in 
a  painting  and  decorating  business  in  Port  Rich¬ 
mond,  this  time  on  his  own  responsibility.  For  a 
lengthy  period  he  managed  a  concern  of  this  nature. 
The  Staten  Island  Directory  of  1882,  and  later  of 
1893,  listed  him  as  a  “painter,”  living  at  Avenue  B., 
near  Bennett  Street,  Port  Richmond.  As  a  business 
man  he  was  known  for  his  trustworthiness  and  per¬ 
severance,  characteristics  manifested  in  every  pursuit 
in  which  he  engaged. 

Due  largely  to  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
and  to  his  unfaltering  judgment,  Mr.  Mullin  was 
elected  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  1894,  at  the  same 
time  maintaining  his  painting  and  decorating  shop.  He 
was  reelected  to  this  office  for  a  four-year  term  in 
1897  but  owing  to  the  consolidation  of  Staten  Island 
with  Greater  New  York,  served  only  one  year  of  the 
latter  term. 

In  1898  Mr.  Mullin  entered  the  real  estate  busi¬ 
ness  in  Port  Richmond.  He  invented  a  timely  and 
unique  slogan,  “Established  Since  the  Flood,”  which 
was  placed  on  a  sign  over  his  office  near  the  Bergen 
Point  Ferry  and  it  remained  there  for  more  than  a 
quarter-century.  The  slogan  was  created  in  the  after- 
math  of  the  flood  of  ’ninety-eight,  which  did  grave 
damage  to  Staten  Island  property.  With  the  passing 
of  time  and  the  steady  development  of  this  borough 
bringing  about  a  demand  for  property  sites  and  dwell¬ 
ings,  Mr.  Mullin’s  business  increased  appreciably 
from  year  to  year.  In  addition  to  his  regular  realty 
and  insurance  transactions,  he  looked  after  rents  for 
a  number  of  estates  and  managed  several  of  them. 
He  became  a  Notary  Public  and  for  a  long  period 
was  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Real  Estate 
Board.  His  retirement  from  the  active  pursuit  of  this 
business  came  about  two  years  before  his  demise. 

Bernard  Mullin’s  association  with  societies  and 
organizations  of  a  financial,  civic,  military  and  frater¬ 
nal  character  in  Richmond  County  were  many.  He 
aeted  as  vice-president  of  the  North  Shore  Building 
Loan  and  Savings  Association  from  the  time  of  its 
establishment  until  his  death.  All  civic  movements 
of  worthy  purport  received  his  generous  support, 
for  his  concern  in  the  welfare  of  the  island  at  large 
and  his  home  district  was  of  long  duration.  One  of 
his  greatest  enjoyments  as  a  lad  had  been  to  follow 
“Old  Rusty,”  a  fire  engine  which  did  yeoman  work 
in  the  extinguishing  of  blazes  about  Port  Richmond. 
It  was  natural  that  upon  reaching  manhood  he  should 
became  associated  with  the  North  Shore  Fire  De¬ 
partment.  A  few  weeks  after  the  organization  of 
Medora  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  No.  3,  he  joined 
its  ranks.  In  1875  his  admittance  to  Washington 


Engine  Company,  No.  1  took  place  and  he  remained 
a  member  until  the  general  disbandment  of  the  North 
Shore  Fire  Department  in  1905.  According  to  a 
weekly  publication,  “The  Veteran  Fireman,”  which 
on  November  1,  1914,  contained  on  Page  1  a  lengthy 
tribute  to  Mr.  Mullin’s  service,  “he  held  various 
offices  in  both  companies  and  always  creditably  ac¬ 
quitted  himself  when  any  task  was  assigned  to  his 
care.”  He  joined  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association 
on  January  4,  1897,  the  article  further  stated,  and 
rendered  valuable  service  on  important  committees 
in  addition  to  being  a  member  of  the  Immediate 
Relief  Society. 

Mr.  Mullin  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  Richmond 
Post,  No.  524,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  when 
that  body  was  founded  forty-five  years  ago.  At  this 
time  Richmond  post  had  more  than  one  hundred  mem¬ 
bers  and  was  virtually  the  “pioneer”  among  the 
various  Staten  Island  posts.  Being  one  of  seven 
surviving  Civil  War  veterans  in  the  borough  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  it  had  been  his  fortune;  to  have 
been  elected  Commander  of  the  post  for  forty  con¬ 
secutive  terms,  beginning  in  1890.  In  1929  all  Grand 
Army  units  on  the  island  merged  with  Richmond  Post. 

In  his  fraternal  life,  he  was  affiliated  with  Tomp¬ 
kins  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he 
was  a  life  member.  Mr.  Mullin  was  also  identified 
with  Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  with  Em¬ 
pire  Commandery,  No.  66,  Knights  Templar,  and 
Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order,  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  a  Past  Chancellor  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  that  body,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  Past  Chief  Ranger  of  Port  Richmond  Lodge, 
Foresters  of  America. 

Bernard  Mullin’s  marriage  took  place  on  March 
25,  1866,  after  his  return  from  Civil  War  service, 
to  Henrietta  Herbert,  descendant  of  an  old  family 
of  Revolutionary  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mullin  became 
the  parents  of  three  children,  born  on  Staten  Island. 
They  are :  1.  Francis  W.,  who  married  Mary  Haley, 
now  deceased,  and  to  this  union  four  sons  and  two 
daughters  were  born:  Bernard,  Mary  J.,  deceased; 
Robert,  Kenneth,  Ruth,  and  Raymond.  2.  Herbert  B., 
married  Josephine  Steers  of  an  old  West  New 
Brighton  family.  3.  Bertha,  the  widow  of  Lawrence 
Wagner,  and  mother  of  five  living  children:  Edith, 
Lillian,  Lawrence,  Ruth,  and  Francis. 

Bernard  Mullin’s  death  occurred  November  14, 
1930,  after  several  weeks’  illness.  Masonic  services 
were  held  from  his  late  home  at  No.  100  Anderson 
Avenue,  Port  Richmond,  followed  by  a  regular  fun¬ 
eral  service  a  day  later.  The  latter  event  was  attended 
by  the  six  surviving  Staten  Island  Civil  War  veterans 
and  was  followed  in  turn  by  interment  in  Fairview 
Cemetery.  The  ceremony  at  the  cemetery  was  in 
charge  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  a  bugler  sounding 
taps  and  a  firing  squad  sending  three  volleys  over 
the  grave. 

Dignified  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  valiant  sol¬ 
dier  and  exemplary  citizen  was  forthcoming  from 
several  quarters  shortly  after  Mr.  Mullin’s  demise. 
In  part,  we  quote  from  an  editorial  appearing  in 
“The  Staten  Island  Advance”:  “The  death  of  Mr. 
Mullin  is  mourned  by  the  thousands  of  friends  he 
has  made  in  the  many  years  of  his  activities.  His 
influence  has  left  its  mark  on  the  growth  of  the  com¬ 
munity  that  will  live  as  a  memorial  to  his  memory.” 


ROGER  C.  VAN  NAME — Representative  of  the 
eighth  generation  of  his  family  in  America  and  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  one  of  the  pioneers  who  came  to  reside  on 
Staten  Island  during  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth 
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century  Mr.  Van  Name  is  reflecting  the  sturdy  an¬ 
cestry  from  which  he  comes.  He  served  as  an  avia¬ 
tion  instructor  during  the  World  War  and  is  now 
the  owner  and  manager  of  four  large  paint  and  wall- 
Pamlr  establishments  throughout  the  borough. 

I  he  Van  Names  on  Staten  Island  descend  from 
Jochem  Engelbert  Van  Name,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  his  native  Holland  in  1662,  and  lived  in 
Harlem  for  some  years,  then  located  along  the  Eso- 
pus,  near  Kingston,  New  York.  He  later  settled  on 
Staten  Island.  The  successive  generations  in  this 
direct  ancestral  line  are  as  follows:  Jochem  E.,  the 
progenitor;  Evert;  Simon;  Aaron;  and  Cornelius, 
the  last-named  being  the  great-grandfather  of  Roger 
C.  Van  Name. 

Cornelius  Van  Name  had  four  sons:  Hiram  and 
Aaron;  William  H.,  the  father  of  the  late  Calvin  D. 
Van  Name,  whose  death  occurred  in  1924,  scarcely 
two  years  after  he  had  relinquished  the  presidency  of 
the  borough  of  Richmond;  and  Daniel,  grandfather 
of  Roger  C.  Van  Name. 

Daniel  Van  Name,  a  resident  of  Mariners  Harbor, 
was  engaged  in  marine  activities.  He  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Jane  Decker,  of  Mariners  Harbor,  the  daughter 
of  Mathew  and  Lavina  (Barcalow)  Decker.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  Frederick 
N.  was  the  second  eldest,  the  others  being:  David  B„ 
Ellen,  and  Windsor. 

Frederick  N.  Van  Name  was  educated  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  school  of  Mariners  Harbor,  and  for  the  larger 
part  of  his  life  conducted  a  general  contracting  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Port  Richmond.  For  some  years,  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  engaged  in  the  oyster  business,  par¬ 
ticularly  during  the  period  when  the  waters  of  the 
Kill  van  Kull  yielded  an  especially  rich  harvest  of  this 
type  of  mollusk.  According  to  the  Staten  Island 
Directory  of  1893  he  was  an  “oysterman  residing  at 
Harbor  Road  and  Washington  Avenue,  Mariners 
Harbor.”  In  1897  he  pursued  the  same  occupation, 
living  on  the  same  street  then  listed  as  Summerfield 
Avenue,  and  later  again  named  Harbor  Road  as  it  is 
known  today  (1930).  He  married  Ophelia  Crocheron, 
and  thus  was  united  two  pioneer  Staten  Island  fami¬ 
lies.  The  Crocherons  were  first  represented  on  the 
Island  in  the  1690’s.  Of  French  descent,  their  Ameri¬ 
can  progenitor  was  John  Crocheron,  a  planter,  whose 
death  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  1696.  Frederick 
N.  and  Ophelia  (Crocheron)  Van  Name  were  the 
parents  of  Roger  C.  of  this  review;  and  Vivian,  now 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Scott,  of  Randall  Manor,  Staten  Island. 

Roger  C.  Van  Name  was  born  in  Mariners  Harbor, 
and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  home  community.  After  pursuing  a  business 
course  of  study  in  New  York  City,  he  was  employed 
by  various  industrial  and  commercial  institutions.  Not 
finding  this  to  his  liking  he  joined  his  father  and  for 
some  time  was  in  charge  of  the  paint  contracting  end 
of  the  business.  In  May,  1917,  after  the  United 
States  entered  the  World  War  he  volunteered  for 
service  and  was  summarily  designated  to  naval  avia¬ 
tion  work,  which  he  followed  two  years,  from  1917 
to  1919.  His  duty  was  that  of  an  instructor  and  as 
such  he  was  kept  busily  engaged  in  opening  and 
supervising  aviation  schools  throughout  the  country. 

Upon  receiving  his  honorable  discharge,  Mr.  Van 
Name  returned  to  Staten  Island  and  soon  founded  a 
paint  and  wallpaper  business  in  Port  Richmond, 
which  he  has  since  managed  with  well-deserved  suc¬ 
cess.  In  fact,  the  substantial  development  and  ad¬ 
vancement  of  this  shop,  located  at  No.  41  Richmond 
Avenue,  and  which  is  now  one  of  the  largest  of  its 
kind  in  the  borough,  made  possible  the  opening  of 


three  other  stores,  located  in  Richmond  Borough. 
The  aforementioned  establishments  have  also  enjoyed 
a  patronage  that  has  closely  paralleled  the  success  of 
Mr.  Van  Name’s  first  business  venture.  Without 
doubt,  the  greater  share  of  his  labor  as  a  merchant 
has  been  to  supply  his  stores  with  a  wide  variety  of 
materials  with  which  to  accommodate  the  needs  of 
painters  and  householders  alike,  for  his  business  is 
conducted  along  both  retail  and  wholesale  lines. 

As  a  merchant,  a  business  man,  and  one  who  clearly 
is  interested  in  the  civic  growth  of  the  Island  and  his 
home  community  in  particular,  Roger  C.  Van  Name 
is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Port  Richmond  Board  of  Trade,  of  which 
he  is  a  director,  and  the  Kiwanis  Club.  In  his  fra¬ 
ternal  life,  he  is  affiliated  with  Richmond  Lodge,  No. 
66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  the  Junior  Order 
of  United  American  Mechanics. 

Mr.  Van  Name’s  marriage  took  place  on  October 
25,  1923,  at  West  New  Brighton,  to  Marjorie 

Bancker,  a  resident  of  that  place.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  Freeman  and  Lydia  (Alston) 
Bancker,  her  mother  a  native  of  England.  They 
reside  in  Port  Richmond. 

Both  Mr.  Van  Name  and  his  wife  take  active  part 
in  social  affairs  within  the  section  in  which  they  re¬ 
side  and  are  esteemed  alike  for  their  support  of 
worthy  public  movements  and  their  admirable  home 
life.  Their  residence  is  at  No.  x  Albion  Place,  Port 
Richmond. 


MRS.  PEARL  MAY  (ELMS)  HOLMES— 

Accomplished  and  active  socially  in  affairs  of  Port 
Richmond,  Mrs.  Holmes,  wife  of  Charles  Edgar 
Holmes,  a  native  of  Bayonne,  New  Jersey,  was  born 
at  Mariners  Harbor,  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Emma  Jane  (DeHart)  Elms,  and  granddaughter  of 
Daniel  and  Rebecca  (Pierce)  Elms,  all  long-time  resi¬ 
dents  hereabouts.  Daniel  Elms  was  a  valiant  citizen 
and  soldier,  and  sincerely  respected.  His  remains  were 
interred  at  Graniteville  Lake  Cemetery,  where  also 
are  buried  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Pearl  May  (Elms) 
Holmes.  Ebenezer  Elms  died  January  8,  1924,  and 
his  wife,  Emma  Jane  (DeHart)  Elms  passed  away 
on  March  13,  1923.  One  son  is  living:  Edward 
Elms,  of  Mariners  Harbor. 

Mrs.  Pearl  May  (Elms)  Holmes  attended  the  old 
Mariners  Harbor  public  school,  situated  on  the 
Harbor  Road  near  the  railway  right  of  way.  She  has 
always  had  an  interest  in  history,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  has  been  active  in  the  Daughters  of  America. 
She  is  a  communicant  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  in 
Port  Richmond,  is  devout  in  its  service,  and  generous 
in  contributions  to  charitable  and  kindred  causes  of 
worthy  appeal,  whether  sponsored  by  the  church  of 
her  denomination,  thus  giving  in  a  spirit  truly  human¬ 
itarian.  During  the  World  War  she  served  tirelessly 
on  the  various  local  boards  and  committees,  and  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  several  Liberty  Loan  campaigns. 

Mrs.  Holmes’  marriage,  on  May  25,  1902,  to  Charles 
E.  Holmes,  took  place  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  in 
Tenth  Street,  New  York,  and  was  impressive  in  its 
simplicity.  Charles  Edgar  and  Pearl  May  (Elms) 
Holmes  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  who  were 
educated  in  the  local  schools:  1.  Marguerite  May, 
Past  Councillor  of  the  Daughters  of  America,  who 
married  Edward  Staples,  is  the  mother  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Adele,  born  March  29,  1925,  and  William  C., 
born  October  25,  1927.  2.  Charles  Edgar,  Jr.,  mar¬ 
ried  Alice  Filmor.  3.  Charlotte  W.,  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  America.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Savage 
School  of  Physical  Education,  New  York,  class  of  1930. 
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JOHN  JOHNSON  — About  three-quarters  of  a 
century  ago,  the  first  of  the  Johnson  family  came  to 
Staten  Island  and,  practically  ever  since,  members 
of  this  family  have  resided  in  West  New  Brighton. 
The  contracting  firm  bearing  their  name  is  likewise 
one  of  long  association  with  the  community’s  indus¬ 
trial  and  business  development  and  from  the  time  of 
its  inception,  beginning  with  the  founder,  it  has  been 
carried  on  successfully  by  him  and  his  sons.  Of 
the  latter,  John  Johnson,  whose  death  occurred  in 
1907,  was  a  man  known  for  his  accomplishments 
in  this  calling,  possessed  of  fine  character,  and  a  citi¬ 
zen  who  was  well  respected  by  his  fellowmen. 

His  father,  Joseph  Johnson,  born  in  1832,  in 
Antrim,  Ireland,  was  educated  in  the  national  schools 
there,  and  came  to  the  United  States  about  i860, 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Montgomery. 
They  settled  shortly  thereafter  in  West  New  Brigh¬ 
ton.  Joseph  Johnson,  in  time,  established  a  contract¬ 
ing  business,  specializing  in  excavations,  sewer  lay¬ 
ing,  and  road  building,  in  which  pursuit,  because  of 
his  exceptional  foresight  and  acumen,  he  advanced 
steadily.  As  his  sons  grew  older,  they  were  taken 
into  the  firm,  which  then  became  known  as  Joseph 
Johnson  and  Sons.  In  the  Directory  of  1882  and  that 
of  1897,  Joseph  Johnson  was  listed  as  maintaining  a 
place  of  business  at  No.  193  Broadway.  He  con¬ 
tinued  his  business  undertaking  until  November  15, 
1902,  when  his  death  occurred.  This  came  as  a 
shock  to  his  family  and  many  friends,  for  he  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  injuries  received  when  thrown  from  his 
carriage  following  a  collision  with  a  trolley  car.  In 
commenting  upon  his  passing,  the  “Staten  Island 
World”  of  November  22,  1902,  said,  in  part:  “Mr. 
Johnson,  who  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age  and  active 
within  his  profession,  was  one  of  the  best-known  and 
best-liked  men  on  Staten  Island.”  Funeral  services 
were  held  from  the  family  residence,  with  the  Rev. 
Pascal  Harrower  officiating.  Members  of  the  Staten 
Island  Driving  Club,  an  organization  with  which  Mr. 
Johnson  was  long  identified  and  from  which  he 
derived  the  keenest  enjoyment,  acted  as  pall-bearers. 
These  men,  six  in  number,  and  all  devoted  friends, 
were  Captain  Jacob  I.  Housman,  John  S.  Warde,  Sr., 
Edward  D.  Wisely,  Robert  McRoberts,  Frank  Rin- 
schler,  and  Edward  W.  Thompson.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery  at  New  Dorp  where 
Mrs.  Johnson  is  also  buried. 

Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Montgomery)  Johnson  were 
the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  John,  the  subject  of 
this  review.  2.  Margaret,  now  Mrs.  Louis  B.  French, 
of  Marblehill,  New  York,  and  the  mother  of  three 
sons,  Francis,  Bertram  and  Arthur.  3.  Elizabeth, 
the  widow  of  the  late  Walter  W.  Taylor;  they  were 
parents  of  a  son  and  daughter,  George  and  Bessie, 
deceased.  4.  Joseph,  Jr.,  mentioned  in  a  following 
review  (q.  v.).  5.  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Jeremiah  Bonno 
of  Port  Richmond.  6.  George  W.,  of  whom  also  a 
biography  appears  (q.  v.). 

The  birth  of  John  Johnson  occurred  on  March 
8,  1865.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  West  New  Brighton  and  New  Brighton. 
After  being  employed  as  a  contractor’s  helper  and 
general  apprentice  for  some  years  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  in  business  with  his  father  and  two  brothers. 
After  the  elder  Johnson’s  death,  the  brothers  assumed 
management  of  the  concern,  and  in  1902  changed  the 
title  to  that  of  Joseph  Johnson’s  Sons.  Under  their 
supervision  the  business  progressed  rapidly  and  sub¬ 
stantially.  They  were  often  called  upon  to  fulfill 
important  building  and  excavating  contracts,  not  only 
throughout  West  New  Brighton,  but  in  other  parts 


of  the  island,  and  they  employed  a  large  force  of 
skilled  laborers  in  this  work. 

The  three  brothers,  John,  Joseph,  Jr.,  and  George 
W.  Johnson,  continued  their  association  until  March, 
1907,  when  John  Johnson’s  death  occurred  from  acci¬ 
dent  similar  to  that  which  overtook  his  father.  While 
traveling  in  his  carriage  on  Richmond  Turnpike  (now 
Victory  Boulevard)  near  Cebra  Avenue,  Tompkins- 
ville,  Mr.  Johnson  was  struck  by  a  trolley,  injured 
severely  and  he  died  several  days  later,  on  March 
11,  at  the  S.  R.  Smith  Infirmary  (now  the  Staten 
Island  Hospital).  Funeral  services  were  held  from 
the  residents  of  his  mother  in  West  New  Brighton, 
and  burial  followed  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery. 

Thus  ended  the  life  of  one  whose  worth  was  mani¬ 
fested  in  far  more  activities  than  those  allied  with 
his  everyday  business  career.  A  successful  contractor 
and  a  business  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  fore¬ 
sight,  he  was  also  possessed  of  a  sincere  love  for  his 
home  and  family  and  was  devoted  to  causes  of  im¬ 
portance.  By  nature  he  was  both  generous  and  kindly 
and  was  enabled  to  make  many  long  and  enduring 
friendships  throughout  the  Island.  Probably  no  better 
evidence  of  the  general  esteem  in  which  both  he  and 
his  family  were  held  is  found  than  in  a  tribute  paid 
him  by  the  “Staten  Islander”  as  follows:  “John  John¬ 
son,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  is  survived 
by  a  widow  and  eight  children.  His  father,  Joseph 
Johnson,  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  road 
builders  on  Staten  Island  and  at  his  death  the  busi¬ 
ness  passed  to  his  sons  who  had  aided  their  father 
in  the  successful  enterprise  he  founded.  John  John¬ 
son  was  withal,  a  great  lover  of  horses  and  had 
stables  in  West  New  Brighton.  The  Driving  Club 
of  which  he  was  long  a  member  owed  much  of  its 
success  to  his  support  and  guidance.  He  will  long  be 
remembered  as  an  all-around  good  citizen  who  did 
much  for  Staten  Island.  The  Johnsons  have  long 
been  recognized  as  substantial  Staten  Islanders.  In 
all  public  enterprises  they  have  exercised  a  certain 
influence  and  have  helped  to  do  much  for  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  this  sad  hour  there  is  much  sympathy 
for  those  whose  hearts  are  saddened  by  this  great 
blow.” 

In  addition  to  belonging  to  the  Driving  Club  and 
other  organizations  of  a  social  and  business  charac¬ 
ter,  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum. 

John  Johnson  was  married  in  New  York,  on  May 
11,  1889,  to  Minnie  Holtz,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Emma  (Hipson)  Holtz.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  while  her  mother  was  of  Irish  ancestry,  her 
birth  having  occurred  in  Belfast,  Ireland.  They  had 
come  to  the  United  States  several  years  before  their 
marriage,  which  took  place  in  New  Springville,  Staten 
Island.  Five  children  were  born  of  their  marriage, 
of  whom  Minnie  Holtz  was  the  third.  John  and 
Minnie  (Holtz)  Johnson  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  living:  1.  Edward,  a 
resident  of  New  York;  married  Catherine  Grauer 
of  that  city,  and  they  have  three  children.  2.  Marion, 
now  Mrs.  John  Wolf,  of  Castleton  Hill.  3.  Mar¬ 
garet,  married  Harold  Campbell,  and  resides  in  Man¬ 
hattan.  4.  Joseph,  lives  at  home.  5.  Elizabeth,  now 
Mrs.  Alfred  Jones,  resides  in  Manhattan.  6.  John, 
also  lives  in  Manhattan.  7.  Carlton  resides  at  home. 

Mrs.  Johnson  married  (second)  on  May  4  1909, 
in  New  York,  John  Sherwood  who  is  now  retired, 
the  son  of  Harry  and  Catherine  (Kelly!  Sherwood. 
The  Sherwood  family  came  to  Staten  Island  about 
one  hundred  years  ago  and  lived  in  West  New 
Brighton.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Sherwood  two 
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children  were  born:  Mary,  deceased;  and  Lincoln. 
1  heir  residence  is  located  at  No.  482  Broadway,  West 
New  Brighton. 


JOSEPH  JOHNSON,  JR. — As  senior  member  of 
the  contracting  firm  of  Joseph  Johnson’s  Sons,  until 
his  passing  several  years  ago,  Joseph  Johnson,  Jr., 
a  life  long  resident  of  Staten  Island,  was  active  in  the 
advancement  of  many  projects  in  this  borough  and 
was  one  of  the  leaders  in  local  building  circles. 
Entrusted  with  a  large  share  of  the  management  of 
the  concern  for  about  two  decades,  Mr.  Johnson 
carried  out  his  tasks  with  ability  and  aptitude,  and 
was  highly-esteemed  as  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  West  New  Brighton, 
January  1,  1871,  and  there  and  in  New  Brighton 
his  education  was  acquired  in  the  local  schools.  Fol¬ 
lowing  a  period  of  preparation  for  the  constructiion 
trade,  he  entered  his  father’s  firm  as  a  partner  and 
after  the  latter’s  death  and  that  of  his  brother,  John, 
in  1907,  he  became  president  of  the  firm. 

Altogether,  he  was  engaged  for  thirty  years  in 
tasks  of  unusual  importance,  both  in  the  erection  of 
public  and  private  structures.  The  excavating  work 
for  both  Borough  Hall  and  the  County  Court  build¬ 
ing  at  St.  George,  together  with  the  installing  of  a 
new  sewer  system  at  South  Beach  were  assignments 
of  special  consequence.  The  paving  for  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  Staten  Island’s  streets,  in  widely-distributed 
districts,  was  also  executed,  probably  the  most  sig¬ 
nificant  work  being  done  on  Amboy  Road,  Arthur  Kill 
Road,  and  Southfield  Boulevard  in  the  South  Shore 
section. 

Within  his  profession,  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  General  Contractors’  Association  of  the 
United  States.  Being  interested  and  active  in  the 
financial  structure  of  the  island,  he  was  vice-president 
and  a  director  of  the  West  New  Brighton  Bank  and 
in  civic  welfare  he  was  a  generous  supporter  of 
public  movements.  The  Veteran  Firemen’s  Associa¬ 
tion  of  the  North  Shore  numbered  him  in  its  mem¬ 
bership,  he  having  once  been  treasurer  of  the  Wyan¬ 
dotte  Hook  and  Ladder  Company.  In  fraternal  affil¬ 
iation  he  was  an  officer  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  the 
last  five  years  of  his  life,  a  member  of  Richmond 
Lodge,  No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of 
Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine. 

Mr.  Johnson’s  death  occurred  April  12,  1924,  in 
his  fifty-third  year,  his  loss  to  this  borough  being 
that  of  a  well-esteemed  citizen  and  wholehearted 
public  worker.  Masonic  rites  were  held  from  his 
residence  on  April  14  and  were  followed  by  regular 
services  the  next  day,  the  Rev.  Pascal  Narrower 
officiating.  Men  prominent  in  public  life  and  busi¬ 
ness  circles  in  addition  to  numerous  close  friends 
and  relatives  attended  the  funeral.  Interment  was  in 
the  Moravian  Cemetery. 

Frequent  and  well-deserved  tributes  were  paid  to 
Mr.  Johnson’s  memory,  the  local  press,  in  particular 
laying  emphasis  upon  his  accomplishments  and  exem¬ 
plary  citizenship.  The  “Staten  Islander”  under  the 
sub-caption,  “Honorable  Career,”  said  of  him  in 
part:  “The  most  widely-known  work  done  under 
Joseph  Johnson’s  direction  was  the  tremendous  amount 
of  paving  of  roads  which  he  did,  the  chief  of  which 
was  along  the  Amboy  Road,  Arthur  Kill  Road,  and 
Southfield  Boulevard,  but  his  work  in  excavating 
for  building  will  always  be  recalled  by  those  who 
were  chiefly  interested  in  it  at  the  time.  He  dug  the 
excavation  for  the  foundation  of  the  Borough  Hall, 
for  one  thing,  and  many  others  throughout  the  bor¬ 
ough  which  are  well  remembered  by  many  promi¬ 


nent  people.  He  and  his  brother  and  the  men  who 
worked  with  them,  especially  those  who  were  promi¬ 
nent  in  their  organization  and  particularly  those  who 
survive  ‘Joe  Johnson,’  have  been  for  years  among 
our  most  faithful,  skillful  and  trusted  business  men 
in  their  line.  Joseph  Johnson  made  a  friend  of  every¬ 
one  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  was  always 
obliging,  fair  and  considerate  and  he  always  kept  his 
word.  One  could  depend  upon  him,  absolutely.” 

Joseph  Johnson,  Jr.  married  on  November  6,  1898, 
in  New  York  City,  Catherine  Dempsey,  daughter  of 
James  and  Mary  (Digman)  Dempsey,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Ireland  and  had  come  to  the  United 
States  about  1845.  Mr.  Dempsey  was  a  horse  broker 
by  occupation,  his  death  coming  in  1880  and  that  of 
his  wife  preceding  in  1876.  Both  are  buried  in  St. 
Peter’s  Cemetery. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Johnson  became  the  parents 
of  four  children:  1.  Edith,  now  Mrs.  John  Strohm, 
of  West  New  Brighton.  2.  Joseph,  vice-president  of 
Joseph  Johnson’s  Sons  Incorporated.  He  married 
Dorothy  Piltz,  of  an  old  Staten  Island  family  and 
they  have  two  children,  Joseph,  born  in  1925,  and 
Raymond,  born  in  1929.  3.  Madeline.  4.  Raymond, 
secretary  of  Joseph  Johnson’s  Sons.  The  latter  two 
reside  at  home. 

Through  the  interest  and  generosity  of  Mrs.  Cath¬ 
erine  Johnson,  who  survives  her  husband,  the  fore¬ 
going  review  of  Mr.  Johnson’s  life  is  given.  Mrs. 
Johnson  lives  in  the  family  residence  at  No.  474 
Broadway,  West  New  Brighton. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  JOHNSON— In 

following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  after  having 
received  a  sound  training  and  experience  in  the  con¬ 
struction  business,  George  W.  Johnson,  the  present 
executive  head  of  Joseph  Johnson’s  Sons,  is  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  original  policies  of  this  well  known  estab¬ 
lishment  which  has  played  a  part  in  the  development 
of  the  island-at-large.  Aside  from  his  business  he  has 
a  number  of  interests  similar  to  the  civic  and  social 
activities  of  his  late  brothers,  whose  reviews  precede 
this  (q.  v.). 

George  W.  Johnson  was  born  February  22,  1873, 
in  West  New  Brighton.  There  in  the  public  school, 
and  at  New  Brighton  in  School,  No.  13,  he  received 
his  education.  Upon  completion  of  his  studies,  he 
learned  the  trade  of  bricklaying  and  for  a  time  prior 
to  the  age  of  twenty,  he  was  occupied  at  this  vocation 
in  West  New  Brighton.  He  then  became  associated 
with  his  father  and  his  brothers  in  road  construction 
work.  Upon  the  father’s  demise,  the  firm  was  named 
Joseph  Johnson’s  Sons,  as  mentioned  before,  and  it 
was  later  on  October  30,  1926,  incorporated  by  him,- 
though  his  brothers  had  died  previously. 

Having  obtained  a  particularly  solid  training  and 
valuable  experience  as  a  contractor  under  his  father’s 
tutelage  and  advice,  George  W.  Johnson  was  capable 
of  managing  the  establishment  with  material  success. 
His  share  in  its  supervision,  even  in  his  father’s  day 
and  in  association  with  his  brothers,  had  been  a  large 
one,  but  under  the  incorporation  it  assumed  greater 
importance.  The  character  of  the  business  has  re¬ 
mained  largely  unchanged,  the  construction  .of  roads 
and  sewers  and  excavation  work  being  undertaken 
by  Mr.  Johnson  and  his  large  corps  of  foremen  and 
assistants.  His  headquarters  are  located  at  No.  455 
Broadway,  West  New  Brighton. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  long  been  identified  with  organ¬ 
izations  within  his  particular  field  of  business  and  in 
civic,  fraternal  and  charitable  affairs  in  West  New 
Brighton  and  throughout  the  island.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
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Richmond  Lodge,  No.. 66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Tyrian  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Empire  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar;  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and 
the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  a  past  vice-president  of 
the  old  Wyandotte  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  and 
gives  generously  of  his  means  in  support  of  public 
institutions  and  charitable  movements  of  merit.  In 
the  management  of  his  own  concern  he  is  regarded 
as  a  man  of  sound  business  principle  and  integrity. 

George  W.  Johnson  was  married  on  June  20,  1897, 
to  Estelle  Pollard  Craig,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Adeline  (Pollard)  Craig.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  a  native 
of  Manhattan,  though  a  resident  of  West  New 
Brighton  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  To  her  and 
her  husband  four  children  were  born,  all  graduates 
of  Curtis  High  School  and  residents  of  Staten  Island. 
They  were:  1.  The  late  George  Warren,  who  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Margaret  (Hogan)  Johnson, 
and  a  son  Warren.  2.  Howard  Craig,  connected 
with  his  father’s  business;  he  married  Katherine 
Sheridan,  of  Brooklyn,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
a  son,  Howard  Craig,  Jr.,  born  in  1927,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Carol,  born  in  1929.  3.  Estelle  Frances,  now  Mrs. 
James  McLoughlin,  of  West  New  Brighton;  upon 
graduation  from  high  school  she  was  the  recipient 
of  an  art  scholarship,  and  attended  the  School  of 
Fine  and  Applied  Arts.  She  is  still  engaged  in  her 
profession,  being  particularly  interested  in  magazine 
illustrating  and  allied  subjects.  4.  Ruth  Adeline, 
lives  at  the  Johnson  residence,  which  is  located  at 
No.  162  Myrtle  Avenue,  West  New  Brighton. 


EDWARD  HENRY — As  superintendent  of  the 
Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey  district  of  the  W. 
J.  McRoberts  Detective  Agency,  one  of  the  largest 
organizations  of  its  kind  in  Greater  New  York,  Mr. 
Henry  performs  a  duty  along  the  waterfront,  of 
unlimited  value  to  the  shipping  interests  which  make 
use  of  the  local  piers  at  Tompkinsville  and  Staple- 
ton. 

He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  October  13,  1876, 
a  son  of  William  and  Philipina  (Freund)  Henry, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Metropolis.  The 
Henry  family  is  of  Scotch  extraction,  long  seated 
in  Scotland.  It  was  first  represented  in  America  by 
Edward  Henry’s  great-grandfather  who  came  here 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  and  settled  in 
New  York. 

William  Henry,  from  young  manhood,  was  engaged 
in  the  cigar  manufacturing  business,  his  establish¬ 
ment  being  first  on  Gold  Street  and  latterly  on 
Vesey  Street,  Manhattan.  He  frequently  came  to 
Staten  Island  to  visit  friends,  and  became  favorably 
impressed  with  this  section  as  a  place  for  his  resi¬ 
dence.  In  1886  he  built  a  home  and  lived  here  with 
his  family  until  a  short  time  after  May,  1924,  in 
which  month  his  wife  died.  Her  burial  was  in  the 
Moravian  Cemetery.  Mr.  Henry  then  sold  his  home 
and  removed  to  El  Paso,  Texas,  where  he  lives  near 
his  sons.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  the  family,  in  addition  to  Edward  Henry,  are 
five  brothers:  William  Louis,  who  lives  on  Staten 
Island;  George  Washington,  of  El  Paso,  Texas; 
Lorenzo,  of  Glendale,  Long  Island;  and  Albert 
Charles,  and  Arthur,  of  El  Paso. 

Edward  Henry  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Manhattan  and  Staten  Island.  Thereafter,  he  as¬ 
sisted  his  father  for  five  years  in  the  cigar  manu¬ 
facturing  business.  He  next  entered  the  employ  of 
the  United  States  Government  at  its  Lighthouse  base 
in  St.  George  and  for  sixteen  years  he  was  engaged 


in  this  service.  On  two  significant  occasions  he  was 
honored  by  the  department  under  which  he  operated. 
In  1907  he  was  designated  to  present  the  lighthouse 
exhibit  at  the  Jamestown  Exposition  in  Virginia  and 
in  1909  he  was  ordered  to  Seattle,  Washington,  to 
represent  the  department  at  the  Alaska,  Yukon  and 
Pacific  Exposition.  Prior  to  1919  his  health  was 
impaired  by  a  severe  attack  of  grippe  and  pneumonia, 
and  during  his  convalescence  he  determined  to  seek 
employment  that  would  keep  him  in  the  open. 

In  1920,  Mr.  Henry  resigned  his  position  in  the 
lighthouse  department,  and  became  connected  with 
the  McRoberts  Detective  Agency,  of  No.  23  Water 
Street,  Manhattan,  as  well  as  being  identified  with 
the  United  States  Secret  Service.  Eventually,  he  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  district  comprising 
the  whole  of  Staten  Island  and  nearby  New  Jersey, 
and  established  an  office  at  Pier  19,  Clifton. 

At  the  Staten  Island  piers,  Mr.  Henry  supervises 
the  watching  of  the  ships  and  cargoes  for  the  Eller- 
man-Hall,  Ellerman-City,  Ellerman-Bucknall  and 
Union  Castle  Lines,  of  which  Norton,  Lilly  and  Com¬ 
pany  are  the  New  York  agents.  These  ships  are 
Staten  Island’s  most  frequent  visitors,  bringing  with 
them  large  and  rich  consignments  from  Asia  and 
Africa.  He  also  supervises  the  watching  for  Boyd, 
Weir,  and  Sewell,  representatives  of  the  Bank  Line 
of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  for  Funch,  Edye  and 
Company,  Furness-Withy,  J.  H.  Winchester,  and 
Sanderson  and  Son. 

In  his  campaign  against  thievery  Mr.  Henry  has 
obtained  the  conviction  of  a  considerable  number  of. 
violators.  He  maintains  as  many  as  one  hundred  men 
in  his  force  during  busy  season.  Shipping  men  and 
consignees  hold  an  appreciation  of  his  work  in  the 
prevention  of  losses  from  valuable  cargoes. 

His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  Richmond  Lodge, 
No.  66,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  with  Fores¬ 
ters  of  America.  Probably  his  keenest  delight  along 
recreational  lines  is  fishing. 

Edward  Henry  married  on  May  17,  1899,  Harriet 
Louise  Taber,  a  native  of  Staten  Island,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Amelia  (Genivel)  Taber,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  born  in  France  and  wedded  in  New 
Orleans.  The  Tabers  have  been  long  resident  in  this 
country  and  lived  for  a  number  of  years  on  Staten 
Island. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  have  two  daughters,  Made¬ 
leine  and  Gertrude,  both  graduates  of  public  school 
and  business  college. 

A  valued  citizen,  Mr.  Henry  has  the  interest  of 
the  public  at  heart  in  his  able  administration  of  a 
business  of  so  great  importance  to  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  and  to  the  people’s  welfare.  He  takes  a  keen 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  community  and  is  well 
known.  His  family  residence  it  at  No.  48  Jackson 
Street. 

CHARLES  J.  VOLPE — There  is  perhaps  no 
member  of  the  Italian  community  on  Staten  Island 
who  has  done  more  for  his  fellow-countrymen  than 
Charles  J.  Volpe,  one  of  Port  Richmond’s  outstanding 
citizens  and  a  prominent  factor  in  the  real  estate  and 
insurance  business  of  this  community.  Mr.  Volpe  is 
a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Italy 
although  he  is  a  native-born  American,  having  the 
advantage  of  a  heritage  of  centuries  of  intellectual 
culture  and  artistic  refinement,  in  addition  to  the 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  adventure  which  is  one  of 
the  striking  characteristics  of  his  race  in  this  New 
World.  Since  founding  his  present  organization  in 
Staten  Island,  1917,  Mr.  Volpe  has  contributed  in  an 
incalculable  measure  to  the  development  and  progress 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


of  the  entire  Island,  and  in  all  its  affairs,  he  takes  a 
leading  part,  in  civic  improvement  and  advancement, 
in  social  activities  and  in  fraternal  societies. 

Mr.  Volpe  was  born  in  New  York  City,  December 
I3»  1882,  son  of  Dominic  and  Agnes  Volpe.  Dominic 
Volpe  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  grocery  business  in  the  metropolitan  area, 
in  addition  to  which  he  was  financially  prominent  as  a 
private  banker  and  was  occupied  in  many  other  im¬ 
portant  enterprises,  a  respected  and  esteemed  citizen 
to  all. 

Charles  J.  Volpe  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  New  York  City  and  after  graduating  from  City 
Hall  High  School,  studied  at  New  York  Law  School 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  accepted  a  position  in 
the  law  offices  of  the  excellent  legal  firm  of  Town¬ 
send  and  Kiefer,  at  No.  346  Broadway,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  sixteen  years,  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  legal  technicalities  and  law  matters.  He 
then  opened  an  independent  office  in  the  same  building 
for  the  operation  of  a  real  estate  and  insurance  busi¬ 
ness  and  he  conducted  a  thriving  enterprise  at  that 
location  for  five  years  after  which  he  moved  his 
offices  to  No.  305  Broadway  and  there  carried  on  a 
rapidly  increasing  business  for  three  more  years.  In 
1917,  Mr.  Volpe  came  to  Staten  Island  and  opened 
his  offices  at  No.  1917  Richmond  Terrace,  later 
moving  to  his  present  address  at  No.  1947  Richmond 
Terrace  where  he  now  conducts  a  realty  organization 
of  the  highest  repute,  noted  for  its  absolute  depend¬ 
ability  and  guarantee  of  satisfactory  transactions.  His 
insurance  activities  have  also  brought  him  clients  from 
every  direction  and  he  represents  only  the  most  sub¬ 
stantial  and  secure  insurance  organizations.  By  his 
consummate  knowledge  of  laws  involving  transfers, 
titles  and  real  estate  litigation,  he  is  able  to  thor¬ 
oughly  protect  his  clientele  from  any  inconvenience 
that  might  result  from  improperly  conducted  realty 
sales.  In  the  daily  life  of  Port  Richmond,  Mr.  Volpe 
takes  an  energetic  and  enthusiastic  part  and  in  all 
projects  for  public  improvement  or  civic  welfare,  he 
can  always  be  depended  upon  for  his  loyal  support 
and  material  aid.  He  is  actively  identified  with 
numerous  social  and  fraternal  organizations,  including 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  in  many  of  the  local  Italian 
societies,  he  has  been  the  moving  spirit  in  their 
founding  and  a  leader  in  promoting  their  advance  by 
inculcating  the  principles  of  American  citizenship,  at 
the  same  time  keeping  alive  the  precious  legacy  of 
Italian  culture  which  is  such  a  valuable  contribution 
to  American  art  and  letters.  Mr.  Volpe  has  visited  in 
Italy  and  traveled  throughout  Europe  on  a  number 
of  occasions,  and  during  the  recent  World  War  he 
rendered  valuable  assistance  in  his  work  as  registrar. 

Charles  J.  Volpe  married,  on  January  26,  1905, 
Anna  J.  Bartolomucci,  who  comes  of  a  prominent 
family  of  New  York,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
seven  children:  Dominick,  who  is  associated  with  his 
father  in  business;  Agnes,  Edward,  John,  Charles  J., 
Jr.,  Michael  and  Virginia,  all  of  whom  are  unmarried. 
Mrs.  Volpe  is  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Catholic 
Daughters  of  America  and  is  also  active  in  several 
other  Catholic  societies. 


ALBERT  P.  SEMLER — Associated  with  the 
development  of  Grant  City  for  nearly  fifty  years, 
founder  and  owner  of  Midland  Park  and  the  Mid¬ 
land  Park  Hotel,  Albert  P.  Semler  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  district  and  has 
been  part  of  every  forward  movement  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  and  advancement  of  the  borough  of  Richmond. 

Mr.  Semler  was  born  in  Gunbennen,  Province  of 
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Prussia,  Germany,  May  5,  1863,  son  of  August  and 
Emma  (Lang)  Semler,  both  parents  descendants  of 
old  stock  in  that  part  of  Germany.  His  early  edu¬ 
cation  was  received  in  the  local  schools  of  his  native 
town  after  which  he  traveled  extensively  in  Prussia 
with  his  father.  August  Semler,  the  father,  was  an 
influential  business  man  and  had  considerable  knowl¬ 
edge  of  live  stock.  During  the  Franco-Prussian  War 
in  1870  and  1871  he  made  frequent  trips  to  Russia 
to  purchase  horses  for  service  in  the  German  Army. 
On  such  trips  he  was  accompanied  by  his  son,  who 
soon  gained  a  working  knowledge  of  the  Russian 
language  and  thus  was  able  to  act  as  interpreter  for 
the  older  man.  During  these  visits  to  Russia,  Albert 
Semler  completed  his  schooling  in  one  of  the  well- 
known  institutions  of  learning  at  Moscow.  In  1881, 
having  a  sound  education  and  experience  and  being 
accomplished  in  two  languages,  his  own  native  tongue 
and  Russian,  he  came  alone  to  the  United  States.  He 
arrived  at  the  old  landing  place  “Castle  Garden” 
with  four  German  marks  in  his  pocket,  an  equivalent 
of  one  dollar  in  our  currency.  His  idea  about 
America  was  that  of  almost  any  fanciful  youth — an 
unexplored  wilderness,  inhabited  by  many  Indians 
and  few  if  any,  white  people.  His  first  disillusionment 
was  the  sight  of  two  colored  men,  whom  he  took  to 
be  Indians.  His  imagination  was  intensified  and  he 
shrank  from  them  so  as  to  avoid  bodily  harm,  but 
much  to  his  surprise  they  passed  him  by  unnoticed, 
and  he  was  even  more  bewildered  as  to  whom  these 
strange  people  might  be.  He  soon  learned,  however, 
that  they  were  negroes  and  then  realized  that  he  was 
safe  and  sound — a  resident  of  this  country. 

Shortly  after  arriving  here  he  came  to  Staten 
Island.  His  first  employment,  one  which  was  to  be 
a  pleasant  association  and  enjoyable  memory,  was 
with  the  late  David  J.  Tysen,  as  chore  boy  at  six 
dollars  a  month.  During  the  years  that  have  fol¬ 
lowed,  he  has  become  a  neighbor  and  an  able  citizen. 
He  has  ever  been  ready  at  all  times  to  turn  his 
hand  to  any  venture  that  seemed  to  be  of  use  to  the 
community  and  at  various  times  has  been  a  dealer  in 
coal,  in  provisions,  was  postmaster,  interested  in  real 
estate,  hotel  proprietor,  promoter  and  former  vice- 
president  of  the  Dongan  Hills  Fair  Association,  a 
post  he  still  holds.  During  the  early  years  of  the 
Dongan  Hills  Fair,  the  exhibitions  were  notable 
for  their  fine  showing  of  live  stock,  and  agricultural 
and  horticultural  exhibits.  One  of  the  features  of 
the  program  was  horse  racing  every  day  and  in  these 
meets  some  of  the  finest  horses  in  the  country  were 
entered.  When  Grant  City  was  still  in  its  infancy  it 
was  Mr.  Semler,  who  through  presistency  and  with 
the  thought  of  making  Grant  City  a  popular  com¬ 
munity,  urged  the  establishment  of  a  railroad  depot, 
the  ground  for  which,  he  and  David  Tysen  gave  to 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  He  became  the 
first  ticket  agent  so  as  to  facilitate  travel  for  the 
people  in  his  locality;  the  first  ticket  office  being  in 
his  own  store.  He  laid  the  first  sidewalks  in  Grant 
City  and  won  the  commendation  of  Mr.  Tysen  who 
became  his  associate  in  the  various  building  and 
development  enterprises  that  followed.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Grant  City  Civic  League,  and 
its  first  president;  was  captain  of  the  Home  Defense 
League  for  a  year  and  three  months  and  served  for 
four  years  as  chairman  of  the  Richmond  County 
Democratic  Committee.  He  is  sometimes  jocularly 
referred  to  as  “mayor”  of  Grant  City. 

He  is  one  of  the  owners  of  the  street  railway  con¬ 
necting  Midland  Park  with  Lincoln  Avenue;  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  following:  the  South  Shore  Bank,  the  Rich¬ 
mond  County  Improvement  and  Mutual  Loan  Asso- 
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ciation,  the  Dongan  Hills  Improvement  and  Build¬ 
ing  Loan  Association;  is  founder  of  Public  School 
No.  33,  treasurer  of  the  Grant  City  Board  of  Trade 
and  a  member  of  the  South  Shore  Protective  Asso¬ 
ciation.  For  eighteen  years  he  has  been  vice-pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Hotel  Association  of  New  York  State. 
In  fraternal  affiliations  he  is  a  member  and  Past 
Master  of  Klopstock  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  a  member  of  Staten  Island  Chapter,  No.  196; 
Empire  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  and  Mecca 
Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Staten 
Island  Lodge,  No.  841,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  the  Order  of  Lions;  is  Past  Chief 
Ranger  of  the  Foresters  of  America,  is  a  member 
of  the  Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  has 
traveled  much  during  leisure  times. 

On  January  20,  1882,  Mr.  Semler  married  (first), 
in  New  York  City,  the  late  Emma  Kearn,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Wilhemina  (Schneider)  Kearn  of 
Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Semler  are  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Albert  W.,  Emma,  William 
C.,  Gustave,  Anton,  and  Louise,  now  Mrs.  Charles 
Duncker,  of  New  York  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Duncker  have  two  children,  Charles  and  Dorothy. 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Semler  occurred  at  Los  Angeles, 
California,  January  19,  1920.  Mr.  Semler  was  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  February 
15,  1922  to  Mrs.  Minnie  (Krunbach)  Hagenhorn. 
The  family  home  is  at  No.  51  Egbert  Avenue,  Grant 
City. 


MEYER  ROSENHOLZ — A  remarkable  example 
of  industry  and  unselfish  ambition  is  the  career  of 
Meyer  Rosenholz,  leading  citizen  and  business  man, 
whose  myriad  activities  embrace  many  sections  of  the 
Borough  of  Richmond.  Coming  to  America  a  poor 
boy,  his  subsequent  career  affords  a  source  of  inspira¬ 
tion  to  the  young  people  of  today,  he  having,  by  dint 
of  sheer  energy  and  unselfish  ambition,  achieved  prom¬ 
inence  among  his  fellows,  while  at  the  same  time 
affording  happiness  to  others  whom  he  has  aided  upon 
the  path  of  prosperity. 

Born,  reared  and  educated  in  Kalvaria,  Russia, 
Meyer  Rosenholz  came  to  the  United  States  in  1887, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  When  he  settled  on 
Staten  Island  he  began  his  career  as  a  maker  of  cigars 
in  the  employ  of  Julius  Suransky,  an  uncle.  An  old 
German  friend  of  his  uncle,  who  frequently  visited 
the  latter  in  his  cigar  factory,  was  attracted  by  the 
personality  of  young  Meyer,  and  upon  making  his 
acquaintance  inquired  of  the  lad  why  he  stood  at  his 
work-bench  instead  of  being  seated  in  comfort.  Ques¬ 
tioning  disclosed  that  the  boy  was  possessed  of  so 
much  nervous  energy  that  he  was  not  content  to  relax 
in  a  chair  while  engaged  in  his  labor.  Consequently, 
the  elderly  German,  a  keen  judge  of  men  and  their 
abilities,  urged  that  Meyer  become  a  salesman,  thus 
affording  a  more  fitting  outlet  for  his  energies,  with 
which  suggestion  the  youth  eagerly  concurred. 

Shortly  afterward  he  purchased,  in  Manhattan,  mer¬ 
chandise  consisting  of  all  kinds  of  dry  goods  and 
notions  and  went  from  door  to  door  disposing  of  his 
wares,  acquiring  a  wide-spread  patronage  among  the 
housewives  of  the  communities  that  he  served,  all  of 
whom  admired  the  straightforward  plucky  young 
man,  reposing  great  confidence  in  both  the  salesman 
and  his  wares.  It  should  be  noted  that  this  period  of 
his  life  was  a  determining  factor  in  his  career,  as 
from  the  juvenile,  as  it  were,  emerged  the  full-fledged 
salesman  and  businessman  who  is  today  known  and 
respected  by  all  of  Staten  Island. 


For  twelve  years  Meyer  Rosenholz  worked  as  a 
salesman.  About  1898  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  underwear,  selling  his  product  partially  to  the 
local  shops,  but  mainly  to  the  large  department  stores 
of  Manhattan.  He  eventually  erected  his  own  factory 
on  Richmond  Turnpike  (now  Victory  Boulevard)  and 
Brook  Street,  Tompkinsville,  which  building  was 
afterwards  vacated  in  favor  of  the  second  structure 
which  he  built  on  Pike  Street. 

As  the  years  passed,  Meyer  Rosenholz  became 
increasingly  active  in  various  enterprises  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  real  estate  development  having  for  many 
years  and  to  the  present  time  received  much  of  his 
attention.  He  has  built  entire  communities,  both 
residential  and  business  properties,  in  various  sections, 
including  Ward  Avenue,  Rosewood  Place  and  a  por¬ 
tion  of  Cebra  Avenue,  also  along  the  old  Richmond 
Turnpike  to  Louis  Street. 

At  the  present  time  Mr.  Rosenholz  is  developing  a 
community  which  will  add  further  luster  to  his  name 
as  a  practical  philanthropist.  This  undertaking  con¬ 
sists  of  small  residences  being  built  for  occupany  by 
families  of  modest  means  who,  however,  desire  homes 
and  an  amosphere  of  comfort  and  luxury,  as  do  all 
ambitious  Americans.  Located  in  Wester leigh  near 
Castleton  Four  Corners  and  the  Willowbrook  Road, 
these  cozy  homes  comprise  a  community  in  them¬ 
selves,  contain  every  convenience  desired  by  the  most 
fastidious,  and  at  low  cost  to  the  purchaser.  This 
notable  achievement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Rosenholz  has 
few  parallels.  At  one  time  Baron  Rothschild  caused 
to  be  erected  in  London,  England,  similar  model 
homes  at  a  very  reasonable  price.  History  is  now 
repeating  itself  on  Staten  Island. 

It  was  in  1900  that  Mr.  Rosenholz  founded  the 
enterprise  that  is  now  known  to  all  Staten  Islanders 
— The  Staten  Island  Lumber  Company,  recognized 
by  the  trade  as  foremost  dealers  in  high  quality  build¬ 
ing  products.  Through  ownership  of  this  company 
he  has  been  enabled  to  quote  such  exceedingly  modest 
prices  to  the  purchasers  of  houses  of  which  he  is  the 
builder,  just  one  of  the  immeasurable  good  works  of 
this  kindly  man  whose  heart  and  pocketbook  are  ever 
open  to  his  fellowmen.  Few  there  are  who  know  the 
successful  business  man  of  today  who  realize  that 
this  same  Meyer  Rosenholz  has  achieved  his  present 
position  despite  handicaps  which  would  have  dis¬ 
heartened  the  average  man.  The  first  ten  dollars  he 
earned,  after  coming  to  Staten  Island,  was  promptly 
sent  to  his  mother  in  Russia.  After  working  a  year 
he  had  saved  sufficient  money  to  send  for  his  older 
sister  to  come  to  this  country,  obtaining  for  her  a 
position  in  a  garment  manufacturing  concern  in  New 
York  City.  A  year  and  a  half  later,  by  dint  of  con¬ 
stant  plodding  and  self-privation,  he  sent  for  his  par¬ 
ents,  brothers  and  other  sisters;  in  addition  to  which 
achievement  he  had  saved  $700  and  figured  that  by 
the  time  his  family  arrived  he  would  have  amassed 
sufficient  funds  with  which  to  purchase  furniture  for 
their 'home.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  family  his  mother 
became  the  adviser  of  her  son  and  was  his  constant 
inspiration  for  many  years. 

In  1909,  six  months  after  her  arrival  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  Meyer  Rosenholz  married  Deborah  Bloch,  who, 
all  during  their  wedded  life,  has  worked  loyally  by 
his  side,  a  loving  wife  and  homebody,  an  inspiration 
to  her  husband  and  a  real  mother  to  her  children.  A 
keen  student  of  history  and  a  woman  of  fine  culture, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  the  prominence  of  the 
family  in  this  country.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rosenholz 
have  come  four  fine  children:  Mordecai  Lewison, 
born  May  28,  1909;  Frieda,  born  in  1914;  Leo  Daniel, 
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born  in  1917;  and  Pesche,  born  in  1922.  All  have 
been  students  at  Public  School  No.  16.  Mordecai  also 
attended  Curtis  High  School  and  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity,  where  he  has  studied  law.  He  is  six  feet,  two 
inches  in  height,  and  a  lover  of  football  for  sport’s 
sake.  Pesche,  the  youngest  member  of  the  family  is 
a  marvelous  child,  possessed  of  exceptional  talents. 
She  paints  and  is,  despite  her  tender  years,  an  accom¬ 
plished  linguist — speaking  English,  German,  French 
and  Hebrew.  She  also  plays  the  piano.  The  parents 
of  these  children  never  encouraged  them  to  be  snobs; 
on  the  other  hand,  neither  do  they  stint  them.  They 
simply  seek  to  train  the  young  folks  to  be  worthy  and 
constructive  citizens  of  this  community,  and  it  is  par¬ 
ticularly  the  desire  of  their  mother  that  they  should 
pattern  after  their  father  by  being  ever  considerate 
of  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  others. 


AUGUST  J.  THOMSEN — As  a  community 
leader  whose  services  have  ever  been  devoted  to  the 
best  interests  of  his  community,  August  J.  Thomsen, 
of  Tottenville,  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders 
in  the  various  organizations  of  Richmond  Borough. 
Mr.  Thomsen  has  also  seen  considerable  service  in 
the  United  States  Army,  on  the  Mexican  Border 
and  elsewhere,  and  during  the  World  War  was  in  the 
Navy,  commanding  one  of  the  chasers  which  sank 
several  submarines  and  did  much  convoy  work  of 
great  value  to  the  Allied  Forces. 

Thomas  Thomsen,  his  father,  was  born  in  Schles- 
vig-Holstein,  Germany,  August  29,  1861,  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  native  schools  there.  He  also  took  a 
course  in  ceramics,  specializing  on  Terra  Cotta.  In 
1879,  he  came  to  the  United  States  settling  in  Perth 
Amboy,  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
clay  products  business  for  about  a  year.  He  then 
traveled  for  about  five  years  studying  the  making  of 
various  clay  products  after  which  he  returned  to 
Perth  Amboy  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Perth 
Amboy  Terra  Cotta  Company  which  is  now  known 
as  the  Atlantic  Terra  Cotta  Company.  He  was 
transferred  to  their  branch  in  Tottenville  where  he 
was  in  the  chemical  department,  having  charge  of 
the  coloring  of  Terra  CQtta,  which  position  he  held 
up  to  time  of  his  death,  July  28,  1929.  He  was  a 
member  of  Our  Saviour  Lutheran  Church  in  Perth 
Amboy  of  which  he  was  treasurer  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  married  Dorothea  Hanson,  in  January, 
1891,  and  they  had  one  son,  Captain  August  J. 
Thomsen. 

Captain  August  J.  Thomsen  was  born  in  Perth 
Amboy,  on  March  4,  1892.  His  education  was  ac¬ 
quired  in  a  private  school  of  the  Lutheran  denomi¬ 
nation  and  at  Trainor’s  Business  College.  He  did 
not  finish  the  extensive  course  at  this  institution,  hav¬ 
ing  left  his  studies  to  enlist  in  the  United  States 
Army.  He  was  then  but  sixteen  years  of  age  and 
remained  in  the  army  from  1908  to  1911.  After  two 
years  he  was  then  detailed  to  the  Mexican  Border 
during  the  period  of  unrest  following  the  assassina¬ 
tion  of  President  Madero.  His  company  commander 
was  Major  Hines,  now  head  of  the  Veterans’  Bureau, 
at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  After  leaving 
the  army  in  1911,  Captain  Thomsen  took  a  position 
with  the  Perth  Amboy  National  Bank,  and  a  year 
later  he  became  connected  with  the  Atlantic  Terra 
Cotta  Company,  at  Tottenville,  the  firm  with  which 
his  father  was  engaged.  After  some  eighteen  months 
with  this  company,  he  joined  the  marine  department 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  He  next  took  the 
examination  for  a  commission  as  ensign  in  the 
United  States  Navy  in  1917,  and  was  assigned  to 
the  United  States  ship  “Conestoga,”  as  deck  officer. 


This  boat  was  an  armored  tug,  similar  to  a  mine 
sweeper,  and  convoyed  small  vessels  on  coastwise 
trips  and  across  the  Atlantic.  He  was  quickly  pro¬ 
moted  to  navigating  officer,  to  executive  officer  and 
then  to  commanding  officer.  His  vessel  carried  two 
three-inch  guns  and  depth  bombs,  together  with  two 
rapid-fire  guns  on  the  bridge.  Captain  Thomsen 
guarded  cargo  boats  from  the  United  States  to 
Bermuda,  the  Azores,  Gibraltar,  Brest  and  Queens¬ 
town.  He  was  assigned  to  Base  Thirteen  at  the 
Azores  and  from  there  convoyed  all  homecoming 
ships  as  far  as  the  Bermudas,  taking  other  boats 
back  to  the  Azores.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  in  February,  1920,  and  placed 
on  the  roster  of  the  Reserve,  from  which  he  was 
discharged  in  1923.  During  his  period  in  the  Reserve, 
Captain  Thomsen  was  with  the  3d  Naval  Battalion 
on  training  cruisers,  but  he  resigned  from  these 
activities  because  of  his  interest  in  the  formation 
of  his  American  Legion  Post.  In  February,  1920, 
he  returned  to  the  marine  department  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad,  as  captain,  in  which  occupation  he 
is  now  engaged,  having  command  of  one  of  that 
company’s  boats. 

Captain  Thomsen  is  an  active  member  of  the  Junior 
Order  of  United  American  Mechanics,  with  which 
he  first  became  affiliated  while  in  the  army,  when 
he  joined  Reliable  Council,  of  Hoboken,  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  His  present  affiliation  is  with  United  Council, 
of  Tottenville.  Following  the  World  War,  Captain 
Thomsen  helped  to  organize  Beauvais  Post  of  the 
American  Legion,  of  which  he  was  commander  for 
five  years,  resigning  that  office  when  he  entered 
the  political  field.  During  his  service  as  commander 
of  the  post  he  was  active  throughout  New  York  State 
in  work  for  the  American  Legion,  and  his  organiza¬ 
tion  received  the  New  York  State  cup  for  its  activ¬ 
ities  in  civics  and  sports.  Captain  Thomsen  has  been 
an  enthusiastic  athlete  since  his  boyhood,  at  which 
time  he  was  on  the  football  team  of  Trainor’s  Col¬ 
lege.  He  is  on  the  board  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  of 
Troops  21  and  26,  and  goes  to  camp  with  them  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  fisherman 
and  spends  much  of  his  summer  leisure  at  Lavalette, 
New  Jersey,  in  that  sport.  He  has  done  much  valu¬ 
able  work  for  his  community  and  he  organized  the 
Allied  Civic  Commission  in  Staten  Island,  this  being 
made  up  of  all  the  prominent  civic  and  fraternal 
bodies  of  the  South  Shore.  By  means  of  this  organ¬ 
ization,  Captain  Thomsen  has  been  able  to  secure 
many  improvements  for  his  section  of  Richmond 
Borough.  His  first  earnest  participation  in  politics 
was  in  August,  1927,  when  he  ran  for  the  State 
Assembly  against  William  L.  Vaughan.  He  was 
defeated  in  this  contest,  and  in  1928  was  proposed 
for  leader  of  the  Republican  County  by  the  Men’s 
Organization  of  Richmond  County.  The  religious 
affiliations  of  Captain  Thomsen  are  with  the  Bethel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Tottenville. 

On  June  26,  1913,  Captain  Thomsen  married 
Edwina  A  Knott,  daughter  of  Captain  Edwin  and 
Anne  (Lawes)  Knott,  the  former  an  officer  in  the 
marine  department  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Thomsen  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Edwina  A.,  now  a  pupil  of  the 
Tottenville  High  School. 


JOHN  ANTHONY  PANZER— In  his  youth 
having  a  decided  mechanical  turn  of  mind,  John  A. 
Panzer  began  an  apprenticeship  in  the  automobile 
business  as  a  boy  of  fifteen  years.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  eight  years’  spent  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
which  service  included  the  entire  period  of  the  World 
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War,  he  has  always  been  connected  with  the  motor 
car  industry.  Since  1925  he  has  been  the  president  of 
C.  F.  Carlson,  Incorporated,  at  No.  1045  Bay  Street, 
Rosebank,  which  firm  is  engaged  successfully  in  the 
repair,  storage  and  road  service  business.  His  wide 
experience  in  this  field  and  his  thorough  mechanical 
training  have  enabled  him  to  build  up  his  business  to 
a  high  degree  of  prosperity. 

John  A.  Panzer  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
October  5,  1895,  a  son  of  Adam  and  Margaret 
(Schlik)  Panzer.  His  father,  a  native  of  the  Province 
of  Bavaria,  Germany,  settled  in  New  York  City  in 
1883.  For  thirty-five  years  the  elder  Panzer  was 
superintendent  of  the  F.  and  M.  Schaefer  Brewing 
Company  of  Brooklyn.  After  his  resignation  from 
this  position  he  entered  the  real  estate  field  and  for  a 
number  of  years  conducted  a  successful  brokerage 
business  in  Manhattan.  His  death  occurred  March 
17,  1927.  John  A.  Panzer  has  three  brothers:  Michael 
G„  a  real  estate  broker  with  offices  in  Manhattan; 
Frederick,  a  government  chemist,  whose  death  oc¬ 
curred  during  the  World  War  in  1918  as  a  result  of 
an  accident  at  the  Edison  plant  in  New  Jersey;  and 
Charles  J.,  now  connected  with  the  Manhattan  execu¬ 
tive  offices  of  the  United  States  Postal  Service.  There 
was  also  one  sister  who  died  at  an  early  age. 

John  A.  Panzer  was  educated  in  the  Cathedral 
Parochial  School,  Manhattan,  which  he  attended  until 
1910.  He  was  then  employed  by  various  motor  car 
companies,  during  which  time  he  took  up  the  study 
of  the  automobile  building  and  repair  business.  In 
1913  he  joined  the  United  States  Navy,  in  which  he 
continued  to  serve  until  1921.  His  mechanical  inclina¬ 
tions  naturally  led  him  to  the  engineering  branch  and 
in  it  he  not  only  served  with  great  credit  to  himself, 
but  also  greatly  extended  his  mechanical  knowledge. 
At  various  times  he  was  attached  to  the  United 
States  ships,  “New  York,”  “Massachusetts”  and  “Wis¬ 
consin.”  During  the  World  War  he  served  as  chief 
engineer  of  the  United  States  Submarine  Chaser,  No. 
144,  and  saw  considerable  service  overseas,  being 
severely  wounded  in  June,  1918,  as  the  result  of  an 
explosion  while  his  ship  was  in  active  service  in  the 
North  Sea.  After  three  months  in  the  hospital  he 
recovered  and  rejoined  the  Navy,  from  which  he 
received  his  honorable  discharge  in  1921  with  the 
rank  of  chief  machinist’s  mate.  During  his  naval 
career  he  traveled  in  many  parts  of  the  world  and 
journeyed  twice  around  the  globe.  He  next  became 
associated  with  the  Lexington  Motor  Car  Company  of 
Connersville,  Indiana,  as  chief  tester.  In  1923  he 
came  to  Stapleton  as  local  service  manager  of  the 
Richmond  Motor  Sales  Company,  dealers  in  Lexing¬ 
ton  automobiles.  On  April  1,  1925,  he  purchased  the 
business  of  C.  F.  Carlson,  Incorporated,  at  Rosebank, 
of  which  he  has  since  then  been  president.  Mr.  Panzer 
is  also  proprietor  of  the  Lexington  Garage  and  Auto 
Parts  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  Richmond  Aerie  No.  543, 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  and  James  J.  Tappan 
Post,  American  Legion,  of  Staten  Island. 

Mr.  Panzer  married  at  New  York  City,  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  19x9,  Barbara  T.  Besold,  of  that  city.  On  June 
16.  1920,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Panzer  became  the  parents 
of  one  son,  John  Anthony,  Jr.,  who  is  now  attending 
St.  Joseph’s  Parochial  School  in  Manhattan.  The 
family  residence  is  located  at  No.  284  Hunter  Ave¬ 
nue,  Grant  City. 


WILLIAM  LISSENDEN— During  the  time 
when  the  shipbuilding  industry  here  was  enjoying  one 
of  its  greatest  periods  of  development,  the  district 


about  Mariners  Harbor  and  Elm  Park  was  first 
among  the  principal  seats  of  this  activity  and  one  of 
the  local  families  who  engaged  successfully  for  years 
in  such  a  calling  was  that  of  Lissenden. 

The  birth  of  William  Lissenden  occurred  June  15, 
1812,  in  England  where  the  family  had  been  long 
seated  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  schools 
of  that  country.  He  married  Mary  Roberts  and  they 
journeyed  to  America  where  Mr.  Lissenden  hoped  to 
pursue  his  occupation  as  a  shipbuilder.  Coming  to 
Staten  Island  to  live,  he  founded  a  shipyard  of  his 
own  on  Shooter’s  Island,  opposite  Mariners  Harbor 
and  in  the  years  that  followed  the  business  was 
carried  on  successfully.  An  earnest  and  conscientious 
worker,  he  was  also  one  of  Staten  Island’s  leading 
residents  in  the  North  Shore  section  about  Mariners 
Harbor. 

During  the  later  years  of  his  life,  about  the  time 
of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Lissenden  transferred  his  ship¬ 
yard  to  Elm  Park  and  continued  to  remain  active  in 
the  supervision  of  its  affairs  until  his  death.  He  was, 
withal,  public-spirited,  active  in  community  affairs, 
but  primarily  devoted  to  the  interest  of  his  family. 
The  Mariners  Harbor  Baptist  Church  numbered  the 
Lissendens  among  its  staunchest  members. 

William  Lissenden  had  a  twin  brother,  Stephen, 
who  likewise  received  his  education  in  England,  was 
married  there  and  in  time  came  to  the  United  States. 
He  settled  in  New  York  City  where  he  served  as 
chief  engineer  with  the  Consolidated  Gas  Company. 
In  a  later  year  he  came  to  Staten  Island,  residing 
here  until  his  death.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  who  were 
the  parents  of  several  children,  are  buried  in  Hillside 
Cemetery. 

To  William  and  Mary  (Roberts)  Lissenden  were 
born  the  following  children:  1.  William  Henry,  born 
in  1839,  died  April  4,  1872,  of  whom  further.  2. 
Elizabeth  Ann,  born  October  12,  1840,  married  David 
H.  Van  Name  and  died  July  1,  1903.  3.  Mary,  born 
October  13,  1843,  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Kinsey, 
her  death  occurring  August  31,  1900.  4.  Lewis  Wash¬ 
ington,  born  January  13,  1847,  died  December  2, 
1926;  married  Sarah  E.  Decker.  5.  John,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  27,  1850,  died  June  1,  1915;  married  Emmeline 
Van  Name. 

William  H.  Lissenden  received  his  educational 
training  in  Staten  Island  schools,  after  which  he 
entered  his  father’s  ship-building  concern,  then,  lo¬ 
cated  on  Morningstar  Road,  Elm  Park.  He  remained 
here,  working  beside  his  two  brothers,  Lewis  W.  and 
John,  for  some  years  until  deciding  to  establish  a 
business  of  his  own.  This  he  accomplished  and  was 
associated  with  this  enterprise  as  its  supervisor  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Clara 
(Cartwright)  Lissenden,  survived  him  for  more  than 
fifty  years,  her  demise  occurring  in  March,  1925,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four. 

William  H.  Lissenden  and  his  wife  had  four  chil¬ 
dren.:  Clara  Althea,  born  July  4,  1861;  Jesse  H., 
born  March  20,  1865,  of  whom  further;  William 
Elmer,  born  January  27,  1867,  and  Clarence  Henry, 
born  April  18,  1869,  all  on  Staten  Island. 

Jesse  H.  Lissenden  was  reared  and  educated  at 
Mariners  Harbor  and  when  his  school  days  were 
completed  he  went  to  New  York,  becoming  employed 
in  the  office  of  Prince  and  Harsell,  attorneys-at-law, 
with  headquarters  at  No.  102  Broadway.  He  remained 
with  them  for  a  few  years,  following  which  he  became 
connected  with  the  Produce  Exchange  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  office  of  one  of  its  members,  Steven  R. 
Post.  He  left  this  firm  eight  years  later  to  become 
associated  with  the  Staten  Island  Milling  Company  in 
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1889.  He  stayed  there  no  less  than  twenty-four  years, 
completing  in  19x3,  this  association.  After  resigning 
from  the  milling  business  he  went  to  work  for  the 
Brewer  Drydock  Company  and  since  has  been  as¬ 
sisted  with  that  company,  where  he  now  is  an  official 
in  charge  of  purchasing. 

Mr.  Lissenden  married,  in  1887,  Mary  C.  Mott,  a 
daughter  of  Martin  M.  and  Catherine  (Bush)  Mott 
of  Mariners  Harbor,  the  Bush  family,  in  particular, 
being  one  of  long  standing  in  that  district  of  the 
Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lissenden  are  the  parents  of 
five  children:  1.  Grace,  the  eldest,  born  June  19,  1888, 
is  unmarried.  2.  Myrtle  J.,  born  March  24,  1890; 
married  Andrew  Armstrong  and  they  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Janet  and  Andrew  A.  3.  Percival  C.,  born 
January  23,  1898;  married  Augusta  Tyler  and  they 
are  also  the  parents  of  two  children,  John  C.  and 
Mary  L.  4.  Clifford  J.,  born  October  25,  1905, 
married  Nellie  Warren.  5.  Arthur  M.,  born  October 
15,  1908,  is  single.  Two  other  children  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lissenden  are  attendants  of 
the  Park  Baptist  Church  and  their  home  is  situated 
at  No.  313  College  Avenue,  Westerleigh. 


EDWARD  WANTY — It  was  in  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  centuries  that  the  Huguenots  left  France 
because  of  the  wave  of  unrest  which  swept  that 
country.  Today  her  nation  is  among  the  model  gov¬ 
ernments  of  the  world,  enlightened  and  freedom- 
loving  and  the  protector  and  asylum  for  refugees 
from  other  lands  still  oppressed  by  tyrannical  rule. 
However,  she  has  never  retrieved  the  loss  of  more 
than  a  million  members  of  her  sturdy  Huguenots. 
The  loss  of  the  Fleur-de-lis  Nation  was  the  gain 
of  England  and  America.  England  bade  them  wel¬ 
come,  provided  generously  in  lands  and  laws  for  their 
settlements,  and  subsequent  records  are  full  of  their 
great  services  to  the  British  Crown  and  Common¬ 
wealth.  Likewise,  America  has  benefited.  The  his¬ 
tory  of  the  United  States,  from  the  early  days  of  the 
first  colonists  to  the  present,  is  enriched  by  the  intel¬ 
lectual  endowments,  conspicuous  service  and  labor 
of  the  Huguenot  families  who  came  here,  some  settling 
on  Staten  Island,  others  at  New  Rochelle,  New  York, 
and  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

The  Wanty  family  (originally  De  Vantier  or 
Wantier)  of  which  Edward  Wanty,  our  subject,  is 
a  representative,  is  of  Huguenot  extraction.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Italian  historian,  Gregorio  Leti,  a  group 
of  these  people  settled  in  the  County  of  Yorkshire, 
near  Doncaster,  England,  where  they  remained  about 
forty  years.  Due  to  molestation  by  natives  of  this 
county  and  having  heard  that  the  Earl  of  Bedford 
possessed  a  large  estate,  known  as  Thorney,  they  in 
1643  rented  it  and  resolved  to  make  their  fortune 
through  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  the  annals  of  these  people  we  find  one,  Abraham 
Wantier,  living  in  the  parish  of  Thorney,  Cambridge¬ 
shire,  who  married  Marie  Clerbau,  daughter  of 
Andre  and  Perrone  Clerbau.  Abraham  Wantier  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  several  children,  one 
of  whom  was  Jean. 

Jean  or  John  Wanty  was  born  August  18,  1676. 
He  married  Sara  Manie,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Catherine  Manie,  and  they  had  seven  children:  Manee, 
Jean,  Anne,  Susanne,  Jean  (the  second),  Sara  and 
Benjamin,  of  whom  further. 

The  last-named,  Benjamin  Wanty,  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  was  born  in  the  year  1730.  He  inherited 
considerable  landed  property  from  his  father  and 
lived  at  Crowland  where  his  three  children  were 
born  and  baptized.  He  married  Ann  Baker  and  they 


had  the  following  children:  Henry,  John  and  Jacob, 
of  whom  further. 

Jacob  Wanty  was  born  March  8,  1756,  married 
Ann  Peet,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ellinor  (Tor- 
rington)  Peet,  of  Horbling,  at  Swineshead  Parish 
Church.  From  this  marriage,  the  American  branch 
of  the  Wanty  family  is  descended.  Of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  who  were  eleven  in  number,  Samuel  was  the 
tenth. 

Samuel  Wanty,  who  was  the  grandfather  of 
Edward  Wanty,  was  born  December  10,  1797,  died 
June  s,  1868.  He  married  at  Swineshead,  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  1829,  Hannah  Ward  of  Derbyshire.  Of  their 
children,  Edmund  Ward,  father  of  Edward  Wanty, 
was  born  October  16,  1830,  at  Swineshead,  and 
another  child,  Elizabeth,  died  in  infancy. 

Edmund  Ward  Wanty  left  his  native  land  for 
America  in  1853,  sailing  on  the  good  ship,  “Van¬ 
guard,”  and  came  directly  to  Staten  Island  to  live. 
Settling  in  New  Brighton  he  conducted  a  saddlery 
and  harness  business  there  from  1854  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  when  the  enterprise  was  taken  over  by 
his  son,  Joseph,  who  continued  in  this  capacity  until 
1928.  Edmund  W.  Wanty  married,  on  May  10,  1855, 
in  Christ  Church,  New  Brighton,  Elizabeth  Dear- 
den,  a  native  of  Bury,  Lancashire,  England,  who  was 
born  March  20,  1835.  She  came  to  Staten  Island 
about  1850,  and  died  here  December  3,  1894,  thus 
surviving  her  husband  by  almost  three  years,  his 
death  having  occurred  January  13,  1892.  They  were 
buried  in  Silver  Mount  Cemetery,  Staten  Island. 

Edmund  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Dearden)  Wanty  had 
several  children:  1.  Mary  Hannah,  born  February 
25,  1856,  married,  on  October  11,  1882,  John  James 
Wood,  son  of  Nicholas  James  Wood  of  New  Spring- 
ville.  Her  death  occurred  March  2,  1927  and  that 
of  her  husband  came  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the 
following  month.  They  left  no  children  and  Were 
buried  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery.  2.  Edward,  our 
subject,  who  heads  this  review.  3.  Samuel,  died  June 
10,  1880.  4.  Joseph  Ward,  born  April  1,  1870,  mar¬ 
ried  on  February  26,  1895,  Sara  Ellen  Warren,  born 
August  17,  1870,  who  was  a  daughter  of  John  Clement 
and  Susannah  (Hartley)  Warren,  of  New  Brighton. 
There  were  also  other  children  who  died  in  infancy. 

Edward  Wanty  was  born  in  New  Brighton,  July  1, 
1858,  and  after  obtaining  his  education  in  the  local 
schools  he  became  connected  with  the  saddlery  and 
harness  business  conducted  by  his  father.  Foreseeing 
that  in  later  years  Staten  Island  was  destined  to 
become  a  place  where  realty  development  would 
occur,  at  first  slowly,  and  later,  with  amazing  rapid¬ 
ity,  he  determined  to  enter  that  field.  In  1884  he 
became  associated  with  the  real  estate  firm  of  Creigh¬ 
ton  and  Janssin,  remained  here  a  short  time  and  in 
1888  was  employed  by  Devlin  Company,  clothiers, 
in  Manhattan.  After  a  long  service  with  this  con¬ 
cern  he  returned  to  Staten  Island  in  1907,  as  a 
business  man,  entering  at  first  the  employ  of  Silas 
W.  Havens  and  later  that  of  Eadie  and  Comtois, 
real  estate  dealers.  His  appointment  as  deputy  clerk 
of  the  Municipal  Courts  of  Richmond  County  came 
in  1910  and  in  this  capacity  he  served  for  six  years 
before  becoming  identified  with  Moffatt  and  Schwab, 
real  estate  brokers.  He  left  this  establishment  in  1921 
in  order  to  found  his  own  business  as  a  real  estate 
and  insurance  broker,  which  he  maintains  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time,  his  office  being  located  in  the  new  St.  George 
Theater  building,  Hyatt  Street,  St.  George.  In  the 
managing  of  this  establishment  he  has  enjoyed  a 
deserved  success  that  has  been  largely  the  result  of 
painstaking  effort  and  initiative. 

Further  activities  of  Mr.  Wanty  include  his  nomi- 
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nation,  once  for  alderman,  and  twice  for  assembly- 
man.  He  served  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  as 
a  member  of  the  North  Shore  Volunteer  Fireman’s 
Association  and  for  thirty-one  years  in  Company  B, 
of  the  7th  Regiment,  National  Guard  of  New  York, 
being  on  the  retired  list  of  reserve  officers,  with  the 
rank  of  second  lieutenant.  For  his  twenty-five  years 
of  service  to  the  State  he  received  a  gold  medal  set 
with  diamonds  and  was  awarded  a  State  medal  for 
service  on  the  “Acqueduct”  during  the  World  War. 
Mr.  Wanty,  like  members  of  the  family  for  four 
generations,  is  identified  with  Christ  Protestant 
Church,  Franklin  Avenue,  New  Brighton. 

The  marriage  of  Edward  Wanty  took  place  June 
3,  1880  to  Sarah  Bonnetta  Ward,  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Judge  Albert  and  Catherine  Ursula  (Parker) 
Ward.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Rev.  A. 
U.  Stanley  at  St.  Paul’s  Memorial  Church,  Edge- 
water,  this  church  having  been  built  by  Judge  Albert 
Ward  “to  the  Glory  of  God,”  and  deeded  to  the 
“vestry,  wardens  and  rector,”  in  memory  of  his  sister, 
Mary  Mann  Ward. 

Of  the  Ward  family  the  “History  of  Westchester 
County,”  Vol.  1,  written  by  Rev.  Robert  Bolten  in 
1881,  tells  us  that  Andrew  Ward  of  Watertown,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  freeman,  1634,  accompanied  the  first  settlers 
to  Connecticut,  and  was  elected  a  magistrate  in  1636, 
removing  to  Long  Island  in  1643.  From  him  descended 
the  Hon.  Stephen  Ward,  one-time  member  of  the 
Colonial  Congress  and  later  Judge  of  the  County 
of  Westchester,  this  man  being  the  grandfather  of 
Judge  Albert  Ward.  Judge  Albert  Ward  was  born 
in  18x5  at  Tompkinsville  in  the  Colonial  mansion 
erected  by  Caleb  T.  Ward  in  1844  and  located  on 
Ward’s  Hill,  this  property  being  a  part  of  over 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  purchased  by  Caleb  T. 
in  1826  from  Thomas  and  Alice  Hulme  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  successors  of  former  Governor  and  Vice-pres¬ 
ident  Daniel  D.  Tompkins.  Edward  Wanty’s  home 
is  now  located  on  a  portion  of  this  property.  Judge 
Ward  died  on  Staten  Island  October  28,  1878  and 
was  buried  in  the  family  plot  at  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
Eastchester,  where  all  deceased  members  of  the  Ward 
family  have  been  buried. 

Edward  and  Sarah  Bonnetta  (Ward)  Wanty  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Edward 
Ward,  residing  at  Fort  Hill  Park,  St.  George,  born 
on  April  20,  1881,  at  New  Brighton,  married  Lillian 
Tate  of  Montrose,  New  York,  daughter  of  David 
and  Phoebe  J.  (Ferris)  Tate  and  they  have  three 
sons,  Edward  D.,  John  C.  and  Donald  W.  2.  George 
Albert,  who  died  in  infancy.  3.  Bonnetta  Beatrice, 
born  on  May  15,  1884  at  New  Brighton.  4.  Samuel 
Merritt,  born  February  7,  1892  at  Tompkinsville, 
married  Florence  Wooll  at  Berkeley,  California  and 
they  now  live  in  Oakland  in  that  State.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  are  Merritt  W.  and  Jean  Wooll.  The  death  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  Bonnetta  (Ward)  Wanty  occurred  in 
April,  1920. 

In  tracing  the  Wanty  genealogy  and  the  connec¬ 
tion  of  the  family  with  many  others  of  Huguenot 
origin  and  of  different  nationality,  a  family  record 
compiled  by  Henry  Peet,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  Eng¬ 
land,  is  of  valuable  assistance.  Henry  Peet  is  of  an 
allied  family,  one  Jacob  Wanty  having  married  Ann 
Peet  as  previously  mentioned. 

The  late  George  Proctor  Wanty  was  a  cousin 
of  Edward  Wanty.  He  was  a  United  States  Judge 
(Dist.  Circuit)  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  appointed 
by  President  Roosevelt  and  was  also  prominently 
mentioned  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Judge  Wanty  passed  away  suddenly  in  Lon¬ 
don  while  he  and  Mrs.  Wanty  were  in  England 


visiting  widely-known  relatives  of  the  historic  Hugue¬ 
not  name.  On  the  day  of  his  death  the  courts  of 
the  State  of  Michigan  adjourned  in  memory  of  its 
honored  citizen. 

The  residence  of  Edward  Wanty  is  now  located 
at  No.  239  St.  Paul’s  Avenue,  Tompkinsville,  where 
he  resides  with  his  daughter,  Bonnetta  Beatrice 
Wanty.  v 


SAMUEL  E.  BARTON — The  name  of  Barton  is 
of  English  origin  and  appears,  according  to  actual 
record,  just  past  a  century  and  a  half  ago  on  Staten 
Island.  Prior  to  that  time,  however,  it  is  reasonable 
to  presume  that  they  were  among  the  early  English 
colonists,  or  perhaps  the  progenitor  of  this  branch 
of  Bartons  may  have  been  a  soldier  in  the  British 
forces,  contingents  of  whom  came  here  during  the 
war  of  the  American  Revolution.  During  that  time 
vital  records  here  were  not  always  kept  with  diligent 
care  because  of  the  unrest  then  existing. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  more  tangible  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  genealogy  herein  involved,  we  find  in 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  Samuel  Holmes,  proved 
November,  1779  (Rec.  32  Wills  N.  Y.  146  etc.) 
he  devises  to  his  grandchildren,  Joseph  and  Sarah 
Barton  (said  Sarah,  the  wife  of  this  Joseph)  “all 
the  land  below  the  road  or  twenty  acres  of  meadow 
fronting  the  lower  side  of  his  land.”  Further,  that 
Joseph  Barton’s  daughter  Sarah,  married  Tunis  E. 
Egbert,  May  4,  1805,  and  other  references  show  that 
Joseph  Barton  had  three  sons,  Isaac,  Joseph  and 
Samuel,  and  that  they  had  charge  of  his  business, 
which  was  located  near  New  Dorp.  It  is  said  also 
that  a  Barton  had  a  mill,  the  first  of  its  kind  here, 
which  evidently  was  used  for  grist  purposes  and  mill¬ 
ing  of  lumber.  Research  shows  that  since  early  times 
their  various  members  married  with  other  pioneer 
stock.  It  is  more  than  likely  from  these  foregoing 
facts  that  Joseph  and  Sarah  Barton  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Samuel  Barton,  who  in  turn  was  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Samuel  E.  Barton,  our  present  day 
representative  of  this  family. 

Samuel  Barton  was  born  July  27,  1785,  on  the 
homestead  farm  at  New  Dorp,  in  that  part  of  the 
island  then  called  Southfield,  now  known  as  Grant 
City.  After  the  usual  education  afforded  in  his  time 
he  entered  commercial  life  and  in  later  years  became 
agent  for  Commodore  Vanderbilt’s  Steamship  Lines. 
He  served  in  the  State  Militia  as  major  in  1818  and 
as  colonel  in  1833.  He  was  a  director  of  Tompkins¬ 
ville  Lyceum  in  1842,  member  of  the  State  Assembly 
in  1821  and  1822,  served  on  the  Andrew  Jackson 
Reception  Committee  in  1833,  was  elected  member 
of  the  twenty-fourth  Congress  and  served  from 
March  4,  1833,  to  March  3,  1837  as  a  Jackson- 
Democrat.  While  in  Congress  he  was  strong  in  his 
opposition  to  monopolies,  particularly  in  1838  when 
he  advocated  measures  against  them.  Besides  these 
honors  he  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic  General 
Committee  in  1830  and  it  might  be  said  that  he  was 
among  the  pioneer  leaders  of  his  party  on  this  island. 
He  died  January  29,  1858,  aged  seventy-two  years 
and  six  months. 

Three  times  he  entered  matrimony.  His  first  wife 
was  Sarah  Perine  and  they  had  a  son,  Edward  P., 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  and  of  further  men¬ 
tion.  He  married  (second)  a  Miss  Duffy,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Anna,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Robert  M.  Hazzard.  His  third  marriage  was 
to  Mrs.  Jane  (Vanderbilt)  De  Forest  and  they  had 
one  son,  Samuel. 

Edward  Perine  Barton,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Perine)  Barton,  was  born  in  New  Dorp,  in  1818, 


■ 


.  ' 


' 


d  I  3  I 


. 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 


3'i7 


where  he  likewise  received  his  education.  He  became 
a  farmer  and  lived  in  Grant  City.  The  farm  on 
which  the  Bartons  lived  was  located  on  the  bay 
side  of  Richmond  Road  opposite  the  Moravian  Ceme¬ 
tery,  and  consisted  of  more  than  one  hundred  acres 
of  land.  A  street  bearing  the  name  of  the  family 
runs  through  part  of  the  property  at  the  present  time 
and  in  this  locality  many  pioneer  Staten  Island  fam¬ 
ilies  followed  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  agriculture  and 
took  a  leading  part  in  the  progress  of  the  island. 
In  addition  to  following  farming,  Edward  Perine 
Barton  was  active  in  other  affairs  and  later  in  life 
headed  the  local  police  department  of  the  district. 
He  married  Mary  Louisa  Jacobson,  and  they  had 
six  children:  Willis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  of 
further  mention;  Edward,  who  died  unmarried; 
Fannie,  married  Joshua  Williams  Davis;  Sydney, 
who  married  Mary  Murphy;  Ella  S.,  who  died 
unmarried;  and  Charles. 

Willis  Barton,  the  eldest  son  of  Edward  P.  and 
Mary  L.  (Jacobson)  Barton,  was  born  in  Grant 
City,  on  April  27,  1844.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at 
Eastman  Business  College  in  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  after  which  he  became  associated  with  a  New 
York  Stock  Exchange  firm.  From  that  time  until 
his  retirement  in  1913  he  was  connected  with  various 
security  and  banking  houses,  serving  at  length  in 
positions  of  responsibility  and  trust.  He  was  well 
known  in  Wall  Street,  New  York  City,  and  on  Staten 
Island.  He  served  for  many  years  as  trustee  of  the 
District  Schools  of  Southfield  and  Northfield. 

The  marriage  of  Willis  Barton  took  place  Feb¬ 
ruary  28,  1878,  to  Ella  Amelia  Edwards,  daughter  of 
Webley  J.  and  Deborah  (Mercereau)  Edwards,  both 
old  residents  of  the  island.  To  this  union  other 
children  were  born  as  follows:  1.  Samuel  E.,  our 
subject.  2.  Willis  E.,.who  died  in  1912.  3.  Mary 
E..  who  married  George  R.  Coleman  and  they  have 
two  children,  Dorothy  and  Mary  Elizabeth.  4.  Leroy, 
who  married  Elsie  Dittenhoefer.  5.  Francis  K.,  who 
married  Hilda  Konow,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Robert  E. 

Samuel  E.  Barton  was  born  October  5,  1878.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  local  public  schools, 
Staten  Island  Academy  and  private  institutions  in 
New  York,  after  which,  as  a  youth,  he  entered  the 
banking  firm  of  J.  W.  Davis  and  Company  in  New 
York.  Five  years  later  he  became  employed  by  the 
Leather  Manufacturers  National  Bank  as  a  clerk, 
remaining  here  until  the  time  of  his  connection  with 
Palmer  and  Company.  Completing  an  eleven-year 
service  with  the  latter  firm,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  several  capacities,  he  entered  the  firm  of  Morgan 
Davis  and  Company,  the  head  of  this  latter  firm 
being  well  known  to  Staten  Islanders.  Subsequently 
he  became  associated  with  the  firm  of  J.  P.  Morgan 
and  Company,  where  he  has  served  for  the  past 
twelve  years  and  now  holds  a  responsible  position 
with  this  famous  firm  of  bankers. 

Besides  his  interest  in  the  work  of  charitable  insti¬ 
tutions,  civic  movements  and  all  enterprises  tending 
toward  the  furtherance  of  welfare  plans,  Mr.  Barton 
has  always  found  time  to  aid  these  developments  as 
far  as  possible,  especially  in  that  part  of  the  island 
where  he  resides.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Church  and  has  been  a  vestryman  and  junior  warden 
of  this  parish  for  twenty-nine  years. 

The  marriage  of  Samuel  E.  Barton  took  place  June 
15,  1907,  to  Helen  C.  Cole,  a  daughter  of  George 
H.  and  Helene  (Frerichs)  Cole,  both  the  Frerichs 
and  Cole  families  having  lived  long  on  Staten  Island. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barton  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 


dren:  Mary  E.,  born  October  20,  1908,  now  Mrs. 
Carlton  A.  Robinson;  Webley  Edwards,  bom  April 
13,  1911,  employed  by  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Com¬ 
pany  at  Prince  Bay,  and  is  studying  mechanical 
engineering  while  thus  engaged;  Helen  Claire,  born 
September  12,  1925.  The  Barton  home  is  located  at 
No.  58  Summit  Avenue,  New  Dorp. 


CHARLES  BARTON — Representative  among  the 
Island’s  native  citizens  of  pioneer  stock,  prominent 
here  in  various  activities  of  a  civic  and  social  nature 
and  during  his  business  life  a  member  of  Wall  Street’s 
banking  and  investment  fraternity,  Charles  Barton 
lives  retired  at  his  residence  in  Castleton  Park,  New 
Brighton,  having  enjoyed  a  career  which  now  exceeds 
the  proverbial  age  of  three-score  and  ten  years. 

Mr.  Barton  is  a  member  of  the  old  Barton  family 
which  resided  for  years  at  New  Dorp,  a  genealogical 
reference  of  which  is  included  in  preceding  biography 
(q.  v.).  There  on  the  homestead  estate  he  was  born 
January  13,  1857.  At  private  school  and  the  noted 
Trinity  School  in  New  York,  Charles  Barton  received 
his  preliminary  education.  As  a  boy  and  during  his 
early  manhood  he  saw  the  rural  and  suburban  beauties 
of  the  Island  and  chose  to  remain  here  as  a  resident 
during  his  life.  However,  the  commercial  attractions 
of  Manhattan  invited  him  to  take  up  an  occupation 
in  the  financial  world  and  in  this  he  also  appeased  a 
desire. 

Upon  leaving  Trinity  School,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Plume  and  Van  Emburgh  as  a  clerk  in  their  stock 
brokerage  office  in  the  Wall  Street  district,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  ten  years.  In  1883  he  entered 
business  on  his  own  account  under  the  firm  name  of 
White  and  Barton,  which  continued  for  about  twenty- 
five  years.  On  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
White,  this  business  was  dissolved  and  he  established 
the  firm  of  Barton  and  Bartol,  which  continued  until 
1913,  after  which  he  operated  independently  until 
1916,  when  he  sold  his  seat  on  the  exchange  and  retired. 

Mr.  Barton  is  a  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Club 
and  a  life  member  of  the  American  Red  Cross.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  Staten  Island 
Hospital ;  he  was  active  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  as 
a  member  and  director  of  the  Staten  Island  Cricket 
and  Baseball  Club  and  during  *the  World  War  was 
connected  with  the  Fuel  Administration  and  served  as 
chairman  of  Military  Relief.  His  church  affiliation  is 
with  Christ  Church  of  New  Brighton,  of  which  he  is 
a  vestryman. 

Charles  Barton  married,  on  November  15,  1900, 
Gertrude  Eccleston,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  C.  and 
Mary  Louise  (Anable)  Eccleston,  of  Clifton.  The 
Eccleston  family  is  of  English  origin,  there  being  a 
township  in  Yorkshire,  in  that  country,  bearing  the 
name.  Other  places  are  also  known  under  the  name 
of  Eccleston.  The  progenitor  in  America  was  John 
Eccleston,  who  settled  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Mary¬ 
land  about  1740-50.  The  ancestral  line  runs  from 
John  to  Samuel,  John  B.,  and  the  Rev.  John  C.  Eccle¬ 
ston  of  Staten  Island. 


HERMAN  CHARLES  LEONHARDI— In  the 

development  of  Staten  Island,  Herman  C.  Leonhardi, 
a  resident  of  Great  Kills,  since  1912,  has  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  his  position  as  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Great  Kills  Savings  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation,  while  in  railroad  circles,  he  is  actively  en¬ 
gaged  as  chief  train  inspector  for  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad.  Although  his  success  in  railroad  and 
financial  affairs  attests  to  his  devotion  to  business, 
Mr.  Leonhardi  finds  time  for  other  activities  in  which 
he  has  always  been  a  leader. 
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Mr.  Leonhardi  was  born  at  No.  89  Walker  Street, 
in  the  old  Fifth  Ward  of  New  York  City,  September 
17,  1871,  son  of  Frederick  W.  and  Marie  A. 
(Schmitt)  Leonhardi,  Doth  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Germany.  Frederick  W.  Leonhardi  was  engaged  in 
the  restaurant  business  for  many  years. 

Herman  C.  Leonhardi  was  educated  in  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  School,  Public  School  No.  44,  and  the 
Evening  High  School,  on  Nineteenth  Street,  later 
spending  three  years  at  the  Mechanics  and  Traders 
Institute.  After  the  completion  of  his  formal  educa¬ 
tion,  he  entered  the  employ  of  “Puck”  Magazine  as 
office  boy  and  continued  in  that  position  for  one  year, 
after  which  he  became  associated  with  William  Nel¬ 
son,  a  prominent  realtor,  being  office  boy  and  clerk 
in  this  office  at  No.  34  Park  Row  for  approximately 
five  years.  He  next  entered  the  government  employ 
and  became  a  postal  carrier  in  the  general  post  office 
for  fifteen  and  a  half  years,  being  occupied  down 
town  for  three  years  and  then  transferred  to  Station 
“C”  where  he  remained  until  he  left  the  service.  In 
December,  1907,  Mr.  Leonhardi  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Public  Service  Commission  of  New 
York  in  the  position  of  transit  inspector  and  later 
was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  chief  inspector  of  rail¬ 
roads,  which  post  he  held  for  eleven  years,  until 
February  19,  1919,  when  he  joined  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  forces.  In  this  community,  he  has  ever  been  a 
loyal  and  active  citizen,  lending  his  support  to  all 
movements  for  town  progress  and  improvement.  A 
leader  in  Masonic  circles,  he  is  a  director  of  the 
Great  Kills  Masonic  Corporation  and  also  secretary 
of  this  organization.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Great 
Kills  Lodge,  No.  912,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  in  all  probability,  would  have  been  a  charter 
member  of  this  lodge  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that 
he  was  at  that  time,  Master  of  Evangelist  Lodge, 
No.  600  of  New  York  City,  having  become  a  member 
of  this  branch  in  1906.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Amity  Chapter,  of  New  York  City,  No.  160,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  which  he  joined  in  1909;  a  member  of 
Palestine  Commandery,  No.  18,  Knights  Templar 
and  Mecca  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine;  in  the  Staten  Island  Lodge,  No. 
841,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  he 
serves  as  assistant  chaplain  of  this  organization.  Mr. 
Leonhardi  was  the  recipient  of  a  beautiful  gold 
watch  as  a  token  of  esteem  from  the  Evangelist 
Lodge  of  New  York  City  in  1915.  In  politics,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  party  and  an  active 
member  of  the  South  Shore  Democratic  Club.  In 
military  affairs  he  joined  Company  B,  9th  Regiment, 
State  of  New  York  National  Guard,  May  5,  1890. 
He  was  corporal,  sergeant,  second  and  first  lieutenant, 
and  acting  battalion  adjutant  over  a  period  of  twelve 
and  a  half  years.  He  was  also  a  first  lieutenant  with 
Company  B,  9th  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  dur¬ 
ing  the  Spanish-American  War,  when  it  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Chickamauga,  a  noted  place  during  that 
conflict. 

Herman  C.  Leonhardi  married,  January  10,  1900, 
Sarah  E.  Volk,  a  graduate  of  Normal  College 
(Hunter’s  College),  who  was  a  teacher  in  Public 
School  No.  8,  New  York,  prior  to  her  marriage. 


JOSEPH  A.  BOYLAN — Among  our  prominent 
citizens  holding  a  position  of  importance  with  the 
city  of  Greater  New  York  is  Joseph  A.  Boylan, 
Assistant  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Docks, 
with  offices  in  Manhattan.  In  addition  to  his  posi¬ 
tion  there,  he  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  island,  and  has  a  part  in 


almost  all  activities  of  consequence  in  the  borough 
of  Richmond.  His  home  is  in  New  Dorp,  situated  at 
No.  2  Beach  Avenue,  and  in  a  district  known  because 
of  its  neighborliness  and  civic  pride. 

Mr.  Boylan  was  born  in  New  York,  on  July  2, 
1892,  son  of  Patrick  J.  and  Mary  (Shields)  Boylan, 
both  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
and  lived  in  New  York  for  a  time.  The  elder  Boylan 
was  a  member  of  the  New  York  police  force,  he 
died  May  23,  1927,  and  his  widow  now  resides  in 
New  Dorp.  Patrick  J.  and  Mary  (Shields)  Boylan 
had,  besides  Joseph  A.,  another  son,  James  F.,  who 
is  a  detective  sergeant  in  Tottenville,  and  a  highly 
respected  member  of  the  community  there.  Joseph 
A.  Boylan  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  his  fam¬ 
ily  removed  from  Manhattan  to  Staten  Island.  He 
had  attended  a  parochial  school  in  Manhattan,  and 
later  went  to  Manhattan  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1909.  While  in  college, 
“Joe”  Boylan,  as  he  was  known,  was  an  athlete  of 
considerable  accomplishment,  having  played  football, 
baseball  and  basketball,  and  having  also  participated 
to  a  great  extent  in  track  work.  When  he  was 
graduated  from  Manhattan  College,  he  entered  the 
editorial  offices  of  a  metropolitan  newspaper  as  editor 
of  its  night  life  and  show  sections.  Eventually  leav¬ 
ing  this  work,  he  used  the  knowledge  of  stenography 
and  typewriting  which  he  had  acquired  during  his 
newspaper  career,  in  a  more  effective  way  in  his  next 
position  with  the  Department  of  Docks  of  New 
York  City.  From  September,  1911,  when  he  first 
went  into  this  work,  until  November,  1917,  he  con¬ 
tinued,  familiarizing  himself  little  by  little  with  the 
details  of  the  department  and  its  functions,  when  his 
activities  were  interrupted  by  the  World  War.  Upon 
the  entrance  of  the  United  States  in  that  conflict,  he 
joined  the  United  States  Navy,  with  rank  of  chief 
yeoman,  in  which  he  had  charge  of  the  Intelligence 
Service  of  the  Naval  Overseas  Transport  Service. 
He  continued  in  this  until  January  1,  1918,  when 
Murray  Hulbert,  commissioner  of  docks,  requested 
his  release  for  a  period  of  six  months  to  perfect 
arrangements  and  establish  a  relationship  between  the 
department  of  docks  and  the  navy.  In  this  work, 
Mr.  Boylan  remained  until  July  1,  1918,  when  he 
reentered  the  naval  service,  to  be  mustered  out  in 
November,  1919.  While  in  the  navy,  he  organized 
a  minstrel  troup  among  the  sailors,  many  of  whom 
were  good  Irishmen  like  himself  and  they  did  wonder¬ 
ful  work  to  cheer  up  their  comrades  in  camp.  But 
the  work  of  the  minstrel  group  was  not  confined 
to  the  Irish  members  of  the  camp  for  Mr.  Boylan, 
upon  meeting  a  rabbi,  was  requested  to  have  his 
troup  entertain  the  Jewish  Welfare  Board,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  it  sang  solely  for  them  for  a  considerable 
period. 

An  organizer  by  temperament,  Mr.  Boylan  has  had 
ample  opportunity  to  exercise  his  talent  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  on  Staten  Island.  In  May,  1920,  he  established 
the  Manresa  Council  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
and  was  its  first  Grand  Knight,  and  was  rechosen 
to  head  the  council  for  two  terms.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Colonial  Camp  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  Taking  a  role  of  leadership  in 
every  amateur  dramatic  production  that  offered  him 
the  opportunity,  Mr.  Boylan  coached  dramatics  at 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  Church,  for  Lady  Queen  of 
Peace,  and  at  St.  Sylvester’s  Church.  In  St.  Sylves- 
ter’s,  he  is  honorary  president  of  the  dramatic  society. 
He  also  coached  dramatics  for  a  time  at  St.  Mar¬ 
guerite’s  Church  besides  organizing  the  local  caravan 
of  the  Order  of  Alhambra.  As  an  active  member  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  he 
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held  chairmanship  of  various  committees.  Among 
other  affairs  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Employees  of  the  Department  of  Docks; 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  in  which  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Tappan  Post;  the  Grant  City 
Improvement  Association;  and  the  Midland  Beach 
Colony  Club.  He  is  frequently  the  grand  master  of 
ceremonies  at  the  Midland  Beach  Mardi  Gras.  Polit¬ 
ically,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  organiza¬ 
tion  of  Richmond  County  and  upon  the  occasion  of 
its  only  excursion  acted  as  chairman. 

In  August,  1925,  Joseph  A.  Boylan  married  Geral¬ 
dine  Hennessey,  of  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island,  a 
native  Staten  Island  girl,  daughter  of  James  J.  Hen¬ 
nessey,  public  administrator  (q.  v.),and  Julia  (Burke) 
Hennessey.  Mrs.  Boylan  is  active  locally  in  philan¬ 
thropic  and  public  welfare  movements,  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Catholic  Daughters  of  America. 


THOMAS  HERBERT  KIERAN— One  of  the 

progressive  business  men  of  Staten  Island  is  Thomas 
H.  Kieran.  Though  still  relatively  young,  he  is 
widely  experienced  in  the  coal  business  and  industry 
and  when,  in  1924,  he  established  a  retail  coal  trade 
here  it  was  immediately  successful.  The  continuous 
growth  of  the  business  since  that  time  is  due  entirely 
to  Mr.  Kieran’s  own  energy  and  ability.  He  is  also 
interested  financially  in  other  local  enterprises,  includ¬ 
ing  a  trucking  corporation  and  a  tire  company  which 
he  has  established,  and  aside  from  business,  is  active 
in  various  phases  of  the  life  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Kieran  was  born  on  March  15,  1900,  at  the 
family  home  at  96  Townsend  Avenue,  Clifton,  a  son 
of  Thomas  Kieran,  who  was  born  in  Manchester, 
England,  and  of  Josephine  A.  (Bundschoh)  Kieran, 
a  native  of  Jersey.  His  father  was  a  coal  dealer  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  active  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Democratic  party,  although  he  never  held  office. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  was 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him  as  a  public- 
spirited  citizen.  The  mother  was  president  for  many 
years  of  the  Ladies  Auxuliary  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  is  still  active  in  this  work.  There  were 
six  children  born  to  the  elder  Kierans:  1.  John  J. 
2.  Matthew  F.,  a  resident  of  New  York  City.  3.  J. 
Robert,  also  lives  in  that  city.  4.  Theodore  T.,  5. 
Vincent  P.  6.  Thomas  Herbert. 

Thomas  H.  Kieran  attended  Public  School  No. 
14,  and  later  Curtis  High  School,  during  which  time, 
from  1915  to  1918,  he  was  active  in  football  and 
baseball.  When  he  completed  his  education,  he  began 
his  business  career  with  the  Consolidated  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  of  No.  67  Wall  Street,  New  York,  spending 
two  years  in  the  executive  offices  there,  a  similar 
period  in  the  Kentucky  coal  fields,  one  year  in  Fair- 
mount,  West  Virginia,  and  one  year  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  gained  much  experience  in  the  mining  of 
coal.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  in  1924,  he  returned 
to  Staten  Island,  and  established  his  own  retail  coal 
business  in  Tompkinsville,  to  which  he  has  since 
devoted  his  attention.  The  offices  and  plant  of  this 
business  are  located  at  No.  317  Bay  Street.  About 
1925  he  formed  the  Kieran  Trucking  Corporation, 
in  which  he  is  assisted  by  his  brother  Vincent  P. 
Kieran,  and  in  1926,  in  association  with  his  brother 
Theodore  T.  Kieran,  he  established  the  Kieran  Tire 
Company,  Inc.,  both  very  prosperous  companies. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kieran  is  a  member  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  and  finds  relaxation  from  his  business  in 
golf.  He  is  unmarried  at  the  time  of  this  writing. 


EDWARD  E.  CORSON — The  original  settlers 
of  Staten  Island  in  whose  veins  coursed  the  blood 
of  the  Dutch  and  Huguenot  races,  were  people  of 
fortitude  and  foresight,  whose  main  idea  in  coming 
here  was  to  establish  wholesome  communities  that 
would  satisfy  their  desire  for  a  home  and  economic 
independence,  which  in  turn  would  serve  as  an 
inheritance  to  their  descendants.  An  early  pioneer 
family  of  Dutch  origin  was  that  of  Corson  or  Corsen. 
Record  gives  that  Captain  Cornelius  Corson  with 
others  obtained  a  land  grant  of  several  hundred 
acres  on  the  north  shore  near  the  present  site  of  Port 
Richmond,  about  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  Later  a  landing  place  along  the  Kills  was 
named  after  him  as  Captain  Cornelius  Point.  Later 
the  branch  of  Corsons  directly  concerned  herein 
located  in  the  East  Shore  near  Stapleton  but  sub¬ 
sequently  removed  in  part  to  the  South  Shore  in  the 
Tottenville  district.  However,  in  the  past  as  in  the 
present,  Corsons  are  known  the  Island  over.  One  of 
the  present  generation  who  is  employed  as  the  head 
of  a  department  of  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Works 
at  Prince  Bay,  is  Edward  E.  Corson,  a  lifetime  resi¬ 
dent  of  this  borough. 

The  birth  of  Edward  E.  Corson  occurred  at  Tot¬ 
tenville,  May  12,  1872,  his  parents  being  Captain 
John  Wesley  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Faroate)  Corson, 
of  that  town.  The  elder  Corson  was  a  Civil  War 
veteran  who  participated  in  no  less  than  twenty-seven 
battles  in  his  two  and  a  half  years  of  active  service. 
He  was  a  noted  man  of  his  day  and  generation  being 
particularly  famous  as  captain  of  “four-masted 
schooners”  and  other  coastwise  sailing  vessels. 

The  education  of  Edward  E.  Corson  was  received 
in  the  schools  of  Tottenville.  Even  while  attending 
school  he  sailed  on  short  coastal  trips  with  his  father. 
On  one  of  these  journeys,  the  freight  barge  upon 
which  he  was  sailing  partly  foundered  in  a  gale  so 
that  at  one  time  all  on  board  feared  that  the  ship 
would  never  make  port. 

In  1887  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Dental  Works 
located  at  Prince  Bay.  Beginning  in  a  minor  position, 
his  connection  with  this  concern  was  marked  by 
encouraging  progress.  For  a  space  of  about  two 
years,  however,  during  a  business  depression  he 
worked  for  his  father  on  board  a  vessel,  returning  to 
the  S.  S.  White  Company  as  burr  brusher  in  the 
polishing  department.  Rising  from  one  position  to 
another  through  his  industry  and  knowledge  of  the 
tasks  assigned  him  he  was  subsequently  promoted  to 
the  post  which  he  maintains  at  the  present  time,  that 
of  head  of  the  polishing  department. 

Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  is  affiliated  with  various  civic  organi¬ 
zations. 

Mr.  Corson’s  marriage  took  place  on  April  29, 
1903,  to  Mary  Humphries  of  an  old  family  of  Wood- 
bridge,  New  Jersey;  the  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen 
(Dunn)  Humphries.  Her  father  had  a  brother, 
Michael,  who  fought  in  the  Civil  War  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  same  regiment  whose  colors  Captain  John 
W.  Corson  so  gallantly  fought  for.  Michael  Hum¬ 
phries  died  in  1928  at  the  age  of  ninety-four,  being 
at  that  time  the  oldest  Civil  War  veteran  in  the  State 
of  New  Jersey.  John  Humphries,  his  son,  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Lehigh  Coal  Company  for  many 
years  and  later  was  an  employee  of  the  Raritan  Cop¬ 
per  Works.  He  was  a  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Perth  Amboy  and  one  whose  worth  to  the  community 
in  which  he  resided  was  of  inestimable  value. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corson  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 
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Arthur  E.,  born  August  I,  1905.  He  received  his 
preliminary  schooling  in  Tottenville  after  which  he 
graduated  from  Perth  Amboy  High  School.  For  a 
few  years  he  was  employed  with  the  S.  S.  White 
Dental  Company  but  is  now  connected  with  the 
Dupont  Company  in  New  Jersey.  Developing  a  love 
for  music  which  he  had  inherited  from  his  father  and 
from  his  great-grandfather  (Nicholas  Corson  family), 
he  organized  an  orchestra  of  his  own  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  and  has  continued  this  avocation  since  that 
time.  His  parents  are  naturally  proud  of  his  success 
for  he  now  is  the  director  of  an  eight-piece  orchestra 
and  can  play  various  instruments  with  skill.  The 
Corson  home  is  located  at  No.  5477  Arthur  Kill  Road, 
Tottenville. 


SAMUEL  REEVE  BRICK,  1st,  2d  and  3d— 

The  name  of  Brick  is  mentioned  among  the  historic 
families  of  Salem  and  Cumberland  counties  of  New 
Jersey.  Samuel  Reeve  Brick,  (1st),  deceased,  noted 
as  a  pioneer  in  the  gas  industry,  and  his  son,  the 
late  Samuel  Reeve  Brick,  (2d),  both  of  whom  owned 
and  superintended  the  construction  respectively  of 
Staten  Island’s  first  gas  works  in  the  ’50’s,  and  the 
latter’s  son,  Samuel  Reeve  Brick,  (3d),  now  deputy 
superintendent  of  Public  School  Buildings  for  the 
borough  of  Richmond,  are  more  particularly  identified 
with  the  history  of  our  county. 

The  line  of  descent  of  the  Brick  family  in  America 
is  traced  as  follows:  John  Brick,  (1st),  of  Cohansie, 
England,  a  descendant  of  an  ancient  and  distinguished 
Quaker  family,  emigrated  to  America  previous  to 
1680,  and  settled  in  the  famous  Fenwick  Colony  of 
Salem,  in  Southern  New  Jersey.  He  bought  a  large 
tract  of  land  on  the  south  branch  of  Stoe  Creek, 
known  as  Gravelly  Run;  the  village  of  Jericho  later 
being  established  on  the  original  tract.  John  Fen¬ 
wick,  founder  of  the  colony,  sold  the  aforementioned 
piece  of  land  to  Samuel  Demming,  who  in  turn  sold 
it  to  John  Brick  about  1690.  This  location  became 
the  seat  of  the  Brick  family  in  the  New  World,  and 
here  they  were  men  of  affairs — large  landowners  and 
pioneers  in  early  industrial  enterprises.  John  Brick, 
(1st)  married  Hannah  Dunlap,  and  they  had  several 
children,  six  of  whom  are  accounted  for — four  sons 
and  two  daughters. 

John  Brick,  (2d),  the  eldest  son  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Dunlap)  Brick,  inherited  land  at  Gravelly 
Run  from  his  father,  which  through  his  influence 
became  part  of  the  newly  formed  Cumberland 
County.  He  was  an  outstanding  citizen  and  judge  of 
Salem  County.  He  represented  that  county  in  the 
Assembly  in  1745-46;  was  appointed  a  common  pleas 
judge  for  the  new  County  of  Cumberland  in  1748, 
and  also  served  as  one  of  the  managers  during  the 
building  of  the  new  courthouse.  His  marriage  took 
place  in  1729,  to  Ann  Nicholson,  daughter  of  Abel 
and  Mary  (Tyler)  Nicholson  of  Elsinborough.  Mary 
Tyler  descended  from  one  of  the  three  Tyler  brothers 
who  came  from  England,  one  settling  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  the  other  in  New  Jersey  and  the  third  in 
Virginia.  The  latter  was  the  ancestor  of  our  tenth 
United  States  President,  John  Tyler.  John  Brick, 
(2d)  died  in  1758  and  his  widow  in  1778.  There  were 
eight  children,  two  sons  and  six  daughters.  Just 
before  he  passed  away  he  purchased  considerable 
land  on  the  south  side  of  Alloways  Creek,  part  of 
which  he  devised  to  his  second  son  Joseph. 

Joseph  Brick  (1st),  younger  son  of  John  and  Ann 
(Nicholson)  Brick,  was  born  in  1735.  (He  was 
known  as  Joseph  Brick  of  Hopewell).  He  resided  for 
a  short  time  at  Beesley  Neck  along  Alloways  Creek 
on  the  land  which  he  inherited  from  his  father,  and 


then  removed  to  a  farm  at  Edinborough  which  his 
first  wife,  Rebecca  Abbott,  received  from  her  father. 
She  died  aged  thirty-nine  years,  the  mother  of  one 
son  and  two  daughters.  Some  time  after  the  death 
of  his  first  wife,  Joseph  Brick  married  (second),  in 
1783,  Martha  Reeve.  He  made  his  new  home  on 
the  south  side  of  Cohansey,  opposite  the  town  of 
Greenwich,  Cumberland  County,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death.  By  this  marriage  there  were  two 
sons. 

Joseph  Brick  (2d),  elder  son  of  Joseph  and  Martha 
(Reeve)  Brick,  was  born  in  1784  and  died  in  1883. 
He  married,  in  1807,  Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter  of 
David  and  Hannah  (Pettit)  Smith.  David  Smith  had 
been  prominent  in  that  part  of  the  State  at  Man- 
nington,  where  he  owned  much  land.  This  Joseph 
Brick  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom 
became  successful — some  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  one  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Samuel  Reeve  Brick  (xst),  oldest  son  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Brick,  was  born  November 
1,  1809.  He  removed  from  Salem  County  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  where  he  achieved  a  reputation  as  an  archi¬ 
tect  and  civil  engineer,  and  was  regarded  as  an 
authority  on  gas  engineering.  Previous  to  this  time 
there  had  been  many  primitive  means  of  illumina¬ 
tion,  including  the  burning  of  pine  knots,  tapers,  wax 
candles  and  oil  lamps.  Hence  he  filled  a  place  in  light 
by  gas  like  Edison,  of  incandescent  lamp  fame.  He 
was  a  pioneer  in  this  industry,  having  planned  and 
built  the  gas  works  at  Philadelphia  and  many  of 
the  original  plants  throughout  this  country  and 
Canada.  One  of  his  contracts  brought  him  to  Staten 
Island  in  1856,  where  at  Clifton  he  designed  and 
built  our  first  local  gas  works.  As  early  as  1853, 
he  predicted  that  gas  would  be  used  for  both  fuel 
and  power,  when  at  this  time  it  was  only  used  for 
light.  From  an  old  newspaper  excerpt  we  read  as 
follows : 

West  Chester,  12th  mo.  8,  1853. 

We  learn  that  Gas  Works  are  about  to  be  erected 
at  Westtown  School,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  supply 
that  extensive  and  well  ordered  establishment  with 
lights.  We  would  say  to  those  interested  in  this 
improvement,  that  they  should  be  careful  not  to 
have  their  works  too  small,  for  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  Gas,  at  no  future  day  will  take  the 
place  of  fuel.  We  have  recently  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Samuel  R.  Brick,  one  of  the  builders  of 
the  Westchester  Gas  Works,  who  has  just  been  at 
Brooklyn  to  examine  the  “Gas  Stove,”  and  he  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  experiment  will  prove  success¬ 
ful.  The  inventors  of  this  stove  are  awaiting  the 
reception  of  their  patent  here  and  from  Europe, 
after  which  they  will  commence  to  fill  orders.  Mr. 
Brick  is  thoroughly  posted  in  everything  relating 
to  the  use  and  manufacture  of  Gas,  and  we  know  of 
no  man  in  whose  judgment  we  would  place  so  much 
reliance  in  everything  relating  to  the  subject.  If 
Gas  can  be  used  for  cooking  and  warming  purposes 
economically,  it  will  be  the  discovery  of  the  age. 

Samuel  Reeve  Brick  (1st)  married  Esther  (Gar¬ 
diner)  Wilson,  of  an  old  Philadelphia  family  of  his¬ 
torical  record.  Her  father,  James  Gardiner,  was  an 
officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  her  brother, 
James  D.,  fought  in  the  Black  Hawk  Indian  cam¬ 
paign,  in  which  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  captain.  To 
this  generation  of  the  Brick  family  eight  children 
were  born:  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  (It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  previous  marriages  of  the 
Bricks  into  the  Dunlap,  Tyler,  Abbott,  Reeve  and 
Smith  families  w%re  with  Quakers  of  the  Salem 
Colony,  while  the  latter  was  the  first  outside  the 
pale  of  Quakerdom.)  Samuel  Reeve  Brick  (1st)  died 
May  16,  1885,  and  his  widow  October  7,  1897. 

Samuel  Reeve  Brick  (2d),  was  born  in  Philadelphia 
on  December  8,  1834,  son  of  Samuel  Reeve  and 
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Esther  (Gardiner- Wilson)  Brick.  His  father  sent 
him  to  Staten  Island  the  year  the  gas  works  were 
being  built,  and  he — with  John  Curley — took  charge 
of  its  construction.  Later  he  became  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  company,  his  father  being  the  owner 
and  president.  Early  in  1857  he  removed  to  the 
island  and  established  his  home  at  Clifton,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  on  Grymes  Hill.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in 
local  affairs;  was  the  supervisor  of  the  town  of 
Middletown,  and  later  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
board;  represented  Richmond  County  in  the  New 
York  Legislature  in  1876;  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  General  Committee;  was  active  in 
Masonic  circles,  and  in  1885  the  Master  of  Tompkins 
Lodge.  Both  he  and  his  father  held  high  offices  in 
that  order  at  Philadelphia,  and  before  each  of  their 
deaths  they  were  elected  president  of  the  Masonic 
Veterans  of  Pennsylvania.  He  and  his  family  were 
socially  prominent  during  that  time.  He  died  at  the 
former  home  of  his  son,  Frank  R.,  in  Bayonne,  New 
Jersey,  on  January  18,  1913;  his  wife,  Mary  C.  (Ober- 
teuffer)  Brick,  passing  away  previously,  on  May  15, 
1909,  on  Staten  Island.  Mrs.  Brick,  during  her  life, 
took  an  active  interest  in  Staten  Island  affairs,  and 
wras  one  of  the  fifty  founders  of  the  Smith  Infirmary. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Captain  John  C.  Ober- 
teuffer,  a  Swiss,  who  was  educated  at  the  University 
of  Berne,  and  came  to  America  when  a  young  man; 
located  at  first  in  Baltimore  and  later  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  became  an  importer  of  silks;  fought  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  during  the  Civil  War  was  captain 
of  the  1st  Mounted  Rifles — New  York  volunteers, 
being  killed  in  action  on  December  20,  1864.  His 
father  was  general  chief  of  the  Swiss  Army.  Captain 
John  C.  Oberteuffer’s  wife  was  Rebecca  Ann  Penn¬ 
ington,  of  an  old  Colonial  family  of  Petersburg,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Samuel  R.  and  Mary  C.  (Oberteuffer)  Reeve 
were  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  as 
follows:  Frank  Reeve  (1st),  a  native  of  Philadelphia, 
a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  and  now  a 
retired  contractor  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey;  Wil¬ 
liam  Pennington,  died  young;  Mary  Caroline,  the 
widow  of  Billopp  Seaman,  son  of  Hon.  H.  I.  Seaman 
of  Staten  Island;  Samuel  Reeve  (3d),  and  John 
Kasper,  the  latter’s  twin  who  died  in  infancy;  Joseph 
Keasbey,  a  law  student,  died  aged  twenty-five.  The 
last  five  named  were  born  on  Staten  Island. 

Samuel  Reeve  Brick  (3d),  was  born  on  June  30, 
1862,  in  Clifton.  He  received  a  splendid  education 
under  private  tutors  and  at  the  Rev.  Hawkins  private 
school  at  New  Brighton,  also  in  New  York  at  Trinity 
School  and  Cooper  Union.  Having  completed  a 
course  in  architecture  in  the  last  named  institution, 
he  worked  for  eight  years  under  the  well-known 
architect,  E.  A.  Seargent  of  Staten  Island  who  had 
offices  in  New  York.  After  three  years  of  indepen¬ 
dent  practice  he,  in  December,  1899,  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Board  of  Education  in  New  York, 
as  deputy  superintendent  of  school  buildings,  in  which 
capacity  he  is  yet  serving.  Except  for  a  short  period 
in  the  Bronx,  he  has  been  attached  to  the  borough 
of  Richmond  all  of  that  time;  although  he  has  been 
offered  more  lucrative  positions  with  the  city,  he 
has  remained  steadfast  to  his  native  Richmond.  He 
has  assisted  in  planning  much  of  our  local  school 
work  and  supervised  in  the  erection  of  all  our  schools, 
from  1899  to  1923,  besides  being  in  charge  of  all 
repair  work.  Much  of  this  work  stands  as  monuments 
to  his  skill  as  an  architect.  Since  the  latter  year  he 
has  been  in  charge  of  repair  work  only,  having  been 
relieved  of  heavier  responsibilities. 

He  is  a  registered  architect  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  a  member  of  the  Municipal  Engineers  of  the 
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city  of  New  York,  the  Staten  Island  Association  of 
Architects,  National  Geographic  Society,  Society  of 
American  Wars,  and  a  pioneer  member  of  the  Aero¬ 
nautical  Society  of  1913.  His  residence  is  at  No.  1 
Castleton  Park,  New  Brighton,  also  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Seaman,  his  sister. 

To  bring  the  Brick  family  genealogy  up  to  date, 
it  is  well  to  note  that  Frank  Reeve  Brick  (1st),  of 
Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  married  Louise  M.  R. 
Canivet,  daughter  of  Felix  and  (wife’s  name  un¬ 
known)  Canivet,  of  Cory,  France.  To  this  union 
there  were  born  four  children:  Frank  Reeve  (2d), 
who  is  an  electrical  and  radio  engineer,  was  an 
officer  in  the  United  States  Navy  during  the  World 
War  and  married  recently;  William  Carrol  Penn¬ 
ington,  a  wholesaler  of  building  material,  is  married 
and  has  one  child,  Ann  M.;  Alfred  Dillentast,  em¬ 
ployed  in  moving  picture  news  production  work;  he 
served  during  the  World  War,  is  married  and  has 
one  child,  Mary  L.;  Esther  Rebecca,  married  Wil¬ 
liam  S.  Fay,  and  has  one  child,  Natlie  L.;  all  named 
so  after  the  Brick  allied  families. 


WILLIAM  WALTER  CUTTING— During  the 
history  of  the  town  of  Rossville,  which  is  one 
of  the  oldest  of  Staten  Island  communities,  many 
families  have  settled  within  its  boundaries.  As  God¬ 
fearing  folk  carrying  out  their  daily  tasks  with 
earnestness  and  well-merited  success,  they  have  aided 
in  the  upbringing  of  an  intelligent  and  wide-awake 
community.  One  of  these  families,  of  English  origin, 
whose  early  members  first  settled  in  Brooklyn  and 
then  came  to  Staten  Island  nearly  one  hundred  years 
ago  to  live  in  Rossville  is  the  Cutting  family,  promi¬ 
nently  represented  in  that  village  at  the  present  time. 
One  of  its  members,  the  late  William  W.  Cutting, 
was  an  architect  by  profession,  had  planned  and  de¬ 
signed  several  beautiful  edifices  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  country  and  thus  stood  at  the  threshold  of 
a  notable  career  when  death  called  him  in  1915. 

Among  the  first  representatives  of  the  Cutting  fam¬ 
ily  to  come  to  the  United  States  was  Robert  Cut¬ 
ting  who  hailed  from  Suffolk  County,  England,  where 
he  was  bom  in  1770.  Robert  Cutting’s  family  was 
of  the  Gentry  of  Northumberland  and  had  large 
estates  in  the  Earldom  of  Northumberland.  They 
were  pioneers  in  the  East  Indian  Trade,  and  owners 
of  a  fleet  of  ships  carrying  general  merchandise 
between  England  and  India.  They  sold  their  inter¬ 
ests  in  England  before  coming  to  the  United  States 
in  1823.  Robert  Cutting  himself  was  a  man  of  sub¬ 
stantial  character  and  was  by  occupation  and  choice 
a  farmer  and  an  extensive  landholder.  His  farm  was 
one  which  he  prized  beyond  measure  and  which  for 
several  years  bore  him  a  large  income.  In  later 
years,  however,  business  depression  set  in  with  the 
result  that  he  left  his  native  land  for  the  United 
States.  In  the  same  year  and  slightly  preceding  him 
to  America  came  his  two  sons,  Robert  and  Thomas, 
who,  without  delay,  chose  Long  Island  as  their 
place  of  residence. 

Robert  Cutting,  his  wife  and  their  eight  children 
intended  to  embark  together  for  America  on  the  sail¬ 
ing  vessel,  “Arcaster.”  Robert,  however,  was  forced 
to  wait  until  a  severe  storm  had  subsided,  though  the 
other  members  of  the  family  left  on  the  ship  two 
weeks  before  he  departed.  The  good  vessel,  “Han¬ 
nibal,”  carried  the  elder  Cutting  to  New  York  City 
so  speedily  and  tranquilly  that  he  arrived  here  just 
two  weeks  ahead  of  his  family  who  were  delayed 
by  storms.  Upon  their  eventual"  reunion  they  settled 
in  Kings  County  in  the  section  now  known  as  Wil- 
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liamsburg.  After  residing  here  several  years,  Robert 
located  in  South  Brooklyn  and  remained  there  until 
his  death  during  the  cholera  epidemic  of  1832.  Both 
he  and  his  wife,  who  survived  him  for  some  years, 
are  buried  in  the  New  Utrecht  churchyard,  South 
Brooklyn. 

Robert  Cutting  had  married  twice,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Sarah  Philpot  who  died  in  England 
and  to  this  marriage  five  children  were  born:  Robert, 
Sarah,  John,  Mary  and  Thomas.  Robert  Cutting 
married  (second)  Anna  Maria  Ellis,  of  Ipswich,  Suf¬ 
folk  County,  England,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children  of  whom  Alfred  Cutting  was  one. 
These  children  follow:  Henry,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  married;  Amelia,  who  after  coming 
to  this  country  settled  in  Rossville  and  died  here 
unmarried;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Alfred  Brent  and 
had  a  daughter,  Emily;  Louisa,  who  also  located  in 
Rossville,  spent  a  large  portion  of  her  lifetime  here 
and  died  in  this  village;  Augusta,  married  Stephen 
Ryder  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  and  became 
the  mother  of  several  children;  Charles,  married  Ann 
Harris;  Emma,  married  William  Dixon;  Alfred,  of 
whom  further,  grandfather  of  William  Walter  Cut¬ 
ting. 

Alfred  Cutting  was  born  October  27,  1820,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  from  England  with  his 
parents.  Taking  up  his  residence  in  Brooklyn  where 
he  received  his  education  he  became  a  farmer  in  that 
city  until  1840  when  he  removed  to  Staten  Island, 
settling  in  Rossville.  In  this  section  he  later  bought 
a  sizeable  plot  of  land  upon  which  he  built  a  splendid 
home  for  himself  and  family  and  continued  here  his 
occupation  of  farming.  A  member  of  St.  Luke’s 
Episcopal  Church  and  a  man  active  in  the  life  of  the 
community,  both  from  a  civic  and  social  standpoint, 
he  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow-citizens. 
His  death  occurred  in  March,  1910.  The  marriage  of 
Alfred  Cutting  had  taken  place  on  October  11,  1854, 
at  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  to  Mary  Ann  Pol- 
licut  of  Nottingham,  England,  a  daughter  of  James 
Pollicut  who  was  a  native  of  England.  Her  death 
came  May  26,  1905.  She  and  her  husband  had  five 
children:  Robert  James,  born  November  25,  1855, 
who  married  Mary  Halley;  William  A.,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  5,  1858,  married,  and  took  up  his  residence  at 
Kreischerville;  Stephen  Ellis,  of  whom  further,  father 
of  William  Walter  Cutting;  Mary  Anna,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  13,  1862,  married  George  Fisher  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Alfred  C.  and  Adelaide 
L.  Fisher;  John  G.,  born  April  10,  1865,  who  has 
been  thrice  married. 

The  birth  of  Stephen  Ellis  Cutting  occurred  in 
Rossville,  April  13,  i860.  After  obtaining  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  town  he 
became  an  inspector  in  the  Instrument  Department 
of  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Company  at  Prince 
Bay  and  remained  in  this  employ  during  the  remainder 
of  his  active  life.  Not  caring  particularly  for  frater¬ 
nal  affiliations,  however,  he  was  an  energetic  worker 
for  the  public  good  and  a  consistent  church  attendant, 
being  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church, 
Rossville.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  local 
volunteer  fire  company  and  a  trustee.  Stephen  Cut¬ 
ting  married,  on  September  10,  1882,  Virginia  Pardee, 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Catherine  (Henderson)  Par¬ 
dee.  Lewis  Pardee  was  born  in  New  York  City  in 
the  family  residence  located  on  Twenty-first  Street 
between  Fifth  and  Sixth  avenues.  A  civil  engineer 
by  profession  and  one  who  had  attained  high  ranking 
in  his  work  by  dint  of  long  study  and  constant  ap¬ 
plication  to  duty,  he  was  appointed  by  President 


Grant  to  survey  the  boundary  line  in  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia.  While  thus  engaged  he  contracted  a  fever 
known  as  shagrus  which  caused  his  death  in  1869. 
He  had  married,  in  1842,  Catherine  Henderson  and 
they  had  three  children:  Sarah,  Lewis  and  Virginia. 
Stephen  E.  and  Virginia  (Pardee)  Cutting  were  the 
parents  of  two  children:  William  Walter,  our  sub¬ 
ject,  of  whom  further;  and  Clarence  Eugene,  also 
of  further  mention. 

William  Walter  Cutting,  born  July  8,  1883,  received 
his  early  education  in  the  Tottenville  public  schools 
before  attending  Cooper  Institute  and  the  Architec¬ 
tural  branch  of  Columbia  University.  He  was  a 
member  of  several  clubs,  societies  and  fraternal 
organizations  including  the  following:  the  Beaux  Arts 
Club;  Huguenot  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  the  Brooklyn  Branch  of  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association.  He  was  also  affiliated  with  the 
Teachers  College  of  Columbia  University.  He  was 
a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Nickel  Club  of  which  he  was  treas¬ 
urer  until  his  death. 

The  splendid  training  for  his  profession  that  Wil¬ 
liam  Walter  Cutting  received  and  his  determination 
to  succeed  resulted  in  the  designing  of  architectural 
work  of  a  high  calibre  which  earned  him  the  respect 
of  many  of  the  keenest  minds  within  his  profession. 
Though  a  very  young  man  he  accomplished  much. 
He  superintended  the  construction  of  the  new  Cavalry 
building  at  West  Point  and  designed  the  marble  stair¬ 
way  of  one  of  the  large  administrative  buildings  in 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  He  formulated 
plans  for  the  parish  house  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  and 
following  his  death  on  April  10,  1915  a  tablet  was 
erected  to  his  memory  within  the  church.  Outside 
of  his  professional  activities  which  included  work 
on  several  other  buildings  and  dwellings,  Mr.  Cut¬ 
ting  was  a  man  to  whom  the  love  of  home  and  par¬ 
ents  was  deep  and  abiding.  Of  a  sincere  and  friendly 
personality  his  loss  was  felt  deeply  by  the  village 
of  Rossville  and  to  his  friends  and  associates  of  sev¬ 
eral  years  standing. 

Clarence  Eugene  Cutting,  brother  of  William 
Walter  Cutting,  was  born  July  5,  1886,  and  educated 
in  the  Rossville  public  schools,  Tottenville  High 
School  and  the  College  of  Pharmacy  connected  with 
Columbia  University  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1905.  He  resides  at  Huntington,  Long 
Island,  where  he  is  the  owner  of  a  drug  store.  Be¬ 
sides  forming  the  Ergotys  Society  of  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  Church,  where  he  worships  in  Huntington, 
he  is  identified  with  several  organizations  of  frater¬ 
nal,  professional  and  civic  worth.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Order  and  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason;  president  of  the  Huntington  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  president  of  the  Planning  Board  and  a 
director  of  the  Bank  of  Huntington  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany. 

Mr.  Cutting  married,  on  March  10,  1908,  Pamelia 
Smith,  daughter  of  Charles  Wesley  and  Hannah 
(Corwin)  Smith.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Smithtown,  named  after  his  family.  To  this  mar¬ 
riage  was  born  a  son,  Lester  Eugene,  December  1, 
1919. 

Mrs.  Virginia  (Pardee)  Cutting,  mother  of  Clarence 
Eugene  and  the  late  William  Walter  Cutting,  resides 
at  the  present  time  at  the  Cutting  residence,  No. 
2575  Arthur  Kill  Road,  Rossville.  A  woman  of 
refinement  and  understanding  who  for  long  years  has 
taken  a  vigorous  interest  in  local  affairs,  and  one  to 
whom  the  care  of  her  family  has  been  a  sacred  trust, 
she  is  greatly  respected  in  Rossville  where  the  major 
portion  of  her  life  has  been  spent. 
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